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Abarbanel  quoted,  388. 

Abekuxi  quoted,  357,  358. 

Abraham,  the  interview  of,  with  Mel- 
chizedek,  268. 

Abravauel  (Abarbanel),  referred  to, 
387,  note. 

Abyssinian  Church,  ordinary  canon  of 
the,  337. 

Acts  of  the  Ai)Ostles,  importance  of  the 
history  contained  in  the,  59. 

Acts  xiii.  20—22,  447. 

Africa,  Oswell  and  Livingstone's  ex- 
plorations into,  quoted,  287. 

Agobard,  Archbishop,  quoted  on  in- 
spiration, 357. 

Alabaster,  296. 

Anecdota  Syriaca,  115,  187,  439. 

Antiquities,  Josephus's  Jewish,  413. 

Antonia,  the  tower  of,  325. 

Apocalypse,  the  date  of  the,  186. 

Aquinas,  Thomas,  quoted,  357. 

Arabic,  importance  of  a  knowledge  of, 
66,  73;  works  issued  by  the  Ame- 
rican Board  in,  77. 

Asiatic  Society,  Boyal,  250. 

Assyria,  501. 

Athalie  et  Esther  de  Bacine,  463. 

Augustine,  quoted  on  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures, B56,  357. 


Babylonian  buildings,  the  decay  of,  459. 
Babylonians,  customs  of  the,  459 ;  dress 

of,  459 ;  musical  instruments  of,  459 ; 

capital  punishments  of,  459.. 


Balkan,  discoveries  in  the,  258. 

Ballantyne,  Dr.,  and  his  works,  64. 

Banerjea's  Dialogues,  64. 

Baptist  Missionary  Society,  what  it  has 
done  for  India,  72. 

Baris,  built  by  the  Maccabees,  825. 

Baumgarten  quoted,  363. 

Beck  quoted  on  inspiration,  364,  865. 

Bedacier,  Pierre  de,  the  death  of,  27. 

Benfey  referred  to,  97. 

Bengel  quoted,  834. 

Benisch,  Dr.,  and  the  English  Bible, 
182,  447. 

Bennett,  Rev.  C,  referred  to,  97. 

Betrayal,  the,  of  our  Lord,  319. 

Bible,  the,  as  the  Word  of  God,  99 ; 
difficulties  of  the,  172,  443;  Dr. 
Benisch  on  the  EngUsh,  182,  447; 
allegorical  interpretation  of  the,  258  ; 
introduction  to  the  Babbinic,  382; 
the  spirit  of  the,  456 ;  Dictionaries 
of,  464. 

Biblical  chronology,  423,  441. 

Blessings  and  cursings,  reading^f, 
176. 

Blumenbach  quoted,  433. 

Bohemia,  Ferdinand  II.,  king  of,  366. 

Bomberg,  Daniel,  referred  to,  383. 

Boschetto,  excursion  to,  47. 

Bossuet,  memoirs  of,  17;  his  attach- 
ment to  the  Scriptures,  18 ;  studies 
of,  18  ;  his  admiration  of  the  Fathers, 
19;  his  impromptu  preaching,  20; 
his  refutation  of  Ferris  Catechism, 
22 ;  his  zeal  for  his  Church,  22 ;  his 
correspondence  with  Vincent  de  Paul, 
25 ;  his  preaching,  30. 

Boyle  quoted,  on  Daniel,  457. 

Bruce  quoted,  285. 
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Buddhist  Scriptures,  78;  their  lan- 
guage, 78, 86 ;  when  reduced  to  writ- 
ing, 80 ;  committed  to  memory,  82 ; 
what  materials  were  used  for  writing 
in  the  era  of  the,  83. 

Burnouf,  M.,  quoted,  86. 


Cairo,  school  in,  74. 

Calixtus  quoted,  862. 

Calvin  on  inspiration,  359 ;  referred  to, 
425.  ' 

Canon,  the  ordinary,  of  the  Abyssinian 
Church,  337. 

Caraitic  MSS.,  98. 

Catacombs  in  Malta,  47. 

Cave,  St.  Paul's,  46. 

Ceylon,  birth-place  of  the  first  settlers 
of,  91. 

Chajim,  Jacob  Ben,  Introduction  to 
the  Eabbinic  Bible  by,  382. 

Chaldsea  and  Assyria,  501. 

Chaldtean  religion,  503. 

Chinese  historical  writings,  94. 

Christ,  the  Lord,  the  Bevealer  of  God, 
469 ;  history  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
person  of,  474. 

Cluronicles  of  the  Helvetian  C^lurch, 
extracts  from,  366. 

Chronology,  Biblical,  423,  441 ;  a  cor- 
rection of  profane,  457 ;  an  adjust- 
ment of  sacred,  457. 

Church,  Canon  Stanley's  lectures  on 
the  Jewish,  257 ;  discussions  on  the 
principles  of  the,  465. 

Chwchman^  Literary ,  quoted,  8. 

Cicero  quoted  on  the  Divine  afflatus, 
353. 

Citt&  Vecchia,  excursion  to,  43. 

Clarke  referred  to,  362. 

Codex  Sinaiticus,  the,  1,  210,  471 ;  his- 
tory of,  2 ;  Dr.  Tischendorfs  account 
of  its  discovery,  3 ;  peculiarities  of,  6 ; 
monograms  found  in,  7 ;  curious  cus- 
tom in  the  writing  of,  7;  peculiar 
readings  of,  9;  the  Psalms  in,  10; 
the  Song  of  Solomon  in,  10;  letter 
from  Dr.  Tischendorf  on,  11,  note; 
corrections  in,  11;  contents  of,  13; 
correspondence  on,  210 — 234;  date 
of,  448 ;  Simonides  on,  478. 

Colebrooke  referred  to,  96. 

Colenso,  Bishop,  his  objections  to  the 
Pentateuch,  208;  the  Pentateuch 
defended  against  the  attacks  of,  461 ; 
on  the  Pentateuch,  part  iii.,  474. 


Commentary  on  the  Gospel  of  St.  Lidceiy 
469;  on  the  Epistles  of  the  New 
Testament,  475. 

Cond^  referred  to,  28. 

Consummation,  the  great,  460. 

Convent  at  Venice,  498. 

Country,  the  South,  of  Scripture,  454. 

Cornet,  Nicholas,  referred  to,  17. 

Cureton,  !Dr.,  referred  to,  128. 

Cursings  and  blessings,  reading  the, 
to  the  Israelites,  176. 


D 


Damask,  origin  of  the  word,  271. 
Daniel,  inspiration  of  the  Book  of,  457. 
Date  of  Codex  Sinaiticus,  448. 
Davidson,  Dr.,  his  introduction,  185. 
De  Lamet  referred  to,  26. 
Delitzsch  referred  to,  363. 
Description  of  an  -Slthiopic  MS.  Octa- 

teuch,  437. 
De  Wette's  Exegetical  Handbook,  467. 
Dictionaries  of  the  Bible,  464. 
Difficulties,  Bible,  172,  443. 
Dillman,  Professor,  quoted,  437. 
Dioceses,  Apostolic  and  Ante-Nicene, 

234. 
Diodati  referred  to,  425. 
Diodorus  Siculus  quoted,  288. 
Discussions  on  Church  principles,  466. 
Divine  Service,  the  principles  of,  199. 
Docetism,  259. 
Doddridge  referred  to,  362. 
Dorner's  Doctrine  of  the   Person  of 

Christ,  474. 
Dyck,  letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Van, 

75. 


E 


Earthquakes  in  Malta,  49. 

Egyptian  language,  a  Grammar  of,  470. 

Egyptology,  245. 

Elohim,  261,  264. 

Epistles  of  the  New  Testament,  com- 
mentary on,  475. 

Error,  how  to  be  repelled,  63. 

Esdras,  the  earlier  chapters  of  the  First 
Book  of,  143,  413. 

Essays,  Miscellaneous,  204. 

Ethiopic  Language  and  Literature, 
453;  Liturgies  and  Hymns,  337; 
MS.  Octateuch,  description  of,  437. 

Examination  of  Bishop  Colenso*s  diffi- 
culties, 475. 
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Exegesis  of  difficult  texts,  Matt.  viii. 

9,  Luke  vii.  8,  107;  Matt.  vi.  12, 

Luke  xi.  3,  108 ;  Mark  ix.  23, 109 ; 

Luke  iii.  23,  110 ;  vii.  36—50,  110 ; 

Bom.  V.  1,  111 ;  vi.  20, 112 ;  ix.  21, 

113;  X.  20,  113;  xv.  23,  24,  113; 

2  Tim.  i.  13, 113;  ii.  26, 114;  Matt 

iv.  1—11,  Luke  iv.  1—13, 304 ;  Matt. 

xxvi.  28,  Mark  xiv.  24,  Luke  xxii. 

20,  1  Cor.  xi.  25,  311 ;  Matt.  xxvi. 

50,  314 ;  Luke  xii.  53,  314 ;  xix.  17, 

315;  Gal.  iii.  15—20,  315;  Heb.  vi. 

17, 18,  316. 
Exegetical  Handbook,  467. 
Exodus,  the,  of  Israel,  475 ;  Israelitish 

population  at  the,  444. 


Ferdinanii^  II.,  king  of  Bohemia,  re- 
ferred to,  366. 
Ferguson,  Mr.  William,  referred  to,  85. 
Ferry,  Paul,  referred  to,  22. 
Fleury,  the  Abb^,  referred  to,  26. 


G 


Gaussen  referred  to,  363. 

Gaza,  an  account  of,  365 ;  Volney  quoted 

on,  365. 
Genesis,  the  types  of,  460. 
Gesenius,  the  Grammar  of,  65. 
Ginsburg,  Christian  D.,  translation  by, 

382;  lus  Commentary  referred  to, 

398,  note. 
Gogerley,  Eev.  D.  J.,  referred  to,  97, 

98. 
Goodwin,  Thomas,  the  works  of,  461. 
Gospel,  the  unpreached,  464. 
Gotama,  spread  of  the  doctrines  of,  78 ; 

rejects  the  sacred  language  of  the 

Brahmins,  79. 
Grammar,    a   Hebrew,   468;   of  the 

Egyptian  language,  470. 
Grandsons,  Judah^s,  178. 
Gray,  the  Eev.  W.,  quoted,  68. 
Grotius  referred  to,  862. 


H 

Haran,  the  site  of,  266. 

Hare,  the,  as  a  ruminant,  430,  433. 

Hazar-Shual,  455. 


Hebrew  neglected,  66 ;  Grammar,  468. 

Helvetian  Church,  chronicles  of  the, 
366. 

Hengstenberg  referred  to,  868. 

Hincks,  Dr.,  on  the  polyphony  of  the 
Assyrio-Biabylonian  cuneiform  writ- 
ing, 46. 

History,  contributions  to  modem  eccle- 
siastical, 366. 

Hitzig,  Dr.,  on  the  Psalms,  465. 

Hodgson's  discovery  of  the  Nepal 
Scriptures,  96. 

Hodgson,  Mr.,  quoted,  98. 

Hof^nn  quoted,  836 ;  on  inspiration, 
363,  364. 

Homilies  and  Communion  Discourses, 
464. 

Hosea,  exposition  of,  469. 

Howe,  John,  the  works  of,  460. 

Hume  referred  to,  63. 

Hutten,  IHrich  Von,  205. 

Hyksos,  dynasty  of  the,  269. 

Hymns,  -^thiopic,  337. 


Inscriptions,  Sinaitic,  453. 

Inspiration,  Dr.  Tholuck  on,  353 ;  as 
represented  by  the  Greek  Fathers, 
354;  Agobard  quoted  on,  857;  the 
Lutheran  symbols  on,  358;  Calvin 
qubted  on,  359 ;  Voetius  quoted  on, 
361 ;  Hofmann  quoted  on,  363,  864 ; 
Beck  quoted  on,  364,  365 ;  its  bear- 
ing on  the  Book  of  Daniel,  457. 

Institute,  Christian  Union,  pubUoa- 
tions  read  at  the,  477. 

Interpretation,  the  allegorical,  of  the 
Bible,  258. 

Introduction  to  theBabbinic  Bible,  382. 

Isaiah  xviii.,  translation  and  notes,  273 ; 
new  translation  of,  275. 

Iscariot,  meaning  of,  319. 

Israel,  the  exodus  of,  475. 


Jackal,  the,  455. 

Jansenius,  Cornelius,  32. 

Jarchi.    See  Sashi. 

Jehovah,  the  antiquity  of  the  name  of, 

180. 
Jenkyn  on  Jude,  469. 
Jesus,  John  the  Baptist's  knowledge 

of,  previous  to  His  baptism,  434. 
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Jewish  Church,  lectures  on  the  history 

of  the,  205. 
John  the  Baptist's  knowledge  of  Jesus, 

434. 
John  xix.  10, 11,  445. 
Jones,  Sir  William,  referred  to,  95,  96. 
Joppa,  account  of,  336. 
Josephus,  his  Antiquities  quoted,  143, 

144,  145,  152 ;  the  eleventh  book  of 

the  Jewish  Antiquities  of,  413. 
Judah's  grandsons,  178. 
Jude,  Jenkyn  on,  469. 
Judson,  Dr.  A.,  quoted,  67. 
Juke's  Types  of  Genesis,  460. 


Keith,  Dr.,  referred  to,  455. 

Kimchi  quoted  on  the  Psalms,  356 ; 

referred  to,  386. 
Krummacher  quoted,  329. 


Lamothe  referred  to,  362. 

Land,  Dr.,  his  Anecdota  Syriaca^  115. 

Language,  the,  of  the  Buddhist  Scrip- 
tures, 86;  the  Magadhi,  87;  the 
Sanskrit,  when  it  died  out,  87 ;  the 
Ethiopic,  and  literature,  453. 

Jiayard,  Mr.,  quoted,  155,  note, 

Lebanon,  the  cedars  of,  252. 

Lectures,  Canon  Stanley's,  on  the 
Jewish  Church,  258 ;  on  Theology, 
Science,  and  Revelation,  473. 

Le  Dieu  quoted,  18. 

Legge's  Lectures,  473. 

Lessing  quoted,  55. 

Life  eternal,  206. 

Linguistic  preparation  for  missionaries, 
62. 

Literature,  Christian,  in  Eastern  ver- 
naculars, 62 ;  Royal  Society  of,  240 ; 
Ethiopic  language  and,  453. 

Liturgies,  iEthiopic,  337. 

Logic  necessary  to  the  missionary  in 
India,  63. 

Long,  Rev.  James,  extract  of  a  letter 
from,  76. 

Lottner,  Dr.,  referred  to,  71,  note. 

Lowth  referred  to,  362. 

Luke,  St.,  Commentary  on  the  Gospel 
of,  469;  iii.  23,  110;  vu.  8,  107; 
vii.  36—50, 110 ;  xi.  3,  108. 

Lysa,  how  the  church  of,  appointed  its 
first  spiritual  pastor,  368. 


M 

McCaul,  Dr.,  his  examination  of  Bishop 
Colenso's  difficulties,  475. 

Maimonides,  account  c^,  393,  note. 

Malta,  catacombs  in,  47;  notes  of  a 
visit  to,  34 ;  the  Times  of,  quoted,  50. 

Manetho,  Dr.  Hincks  on,  186. 

Manu,  the  laws  of,  65. 

Marius,  anecdote  of,  326. 

Mark  ix.  23,  109;  ix.  43—50,  449. 

Matthew  vi.  12, 108. 

Mayer,  Mr.,  of  Liverpool,  account  of 
his  papyri,  240. 

Mazarin,  Cardinal,  referred  to,  17 . 

Metaphysics  and  the  Hindu  nation,  63. 

Midian,  the  ancient  land  of,  254. 

Miscellanies,  210,  478. 

Missionaries,  the  importance  of  lin- 
guistic preparation  for,  62. 

Mosaic,  etymology  of  the  word,  271. 

Moses,  the  life  of,  462. 

Muir,  Dr.  John,  quoted,  69. 

Mullens,  Dr.,  quoted,  67. 

Miiller,  Professor  Max,  quoted,  68. 


N 

Nachman,  also  Nachmanides,  see  Ram* 

ban. 
Names,  the  proper,  of  the  Old  Testa* 

ment,  208. 
Nausea,  on  the  goddess,  181. 
Nathan,  R.  Isaac,  referred  to,  409,  note. 
Natures,  on  the  divine  and  human  of 

our  Lord,  307. 
Neander  quoted,  333, 
Negeb,  the,  or  south  country  of  Scrip- 
ture, 454. 
Nitrian  manuscripts  in  British  Mu- 

seiun,  115 ;  palimpsests,  125. 
Notes  of  a  visit  to  Malta,  34 ;  on  Mark 

ix.  43 — 50,  449;    on  Romans   iH. 

3—9,  165. 


Obituary,  Dr.  Edward  Robinson,  140. 
Octateuch,  description  of  an  iSthiopio 
MS.,  437. 


^ 


Paley  referred  to,  53. 

Pali,  the,  78 ;  a  modem  name,  88 ;  its 
signification,  88 ;  cultivated  in  Ceylon, 
92;  the  number  of  books  of,  93; 
grammar  and  dictionary  of,  97. 
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Palimpsests,  Nitrian,  125. 

"Pamphlets,"  remarks  on  the  word, 
184. 

Papyri,  32. 

Patrick,  Bishop,  referred  to,  423,  note. 

Paul,  St.,  his  hay,  34. 

Paul,  Vincent  de,  his  correspondence 
with  Bossuet,  25,  26. 

Pentateuch,  origin  of  the  Samaritan, 
131;  its  description,  133,  256;  its 
divisions,  136 ;  Gesenius  on  the  vari- 
ations in,  139,  note;  defence  of,  461; 
its  relation  to  the  Jewish  and  Chris- 
tian dispensation,  461 ;  incredihilities 

.  of  Part  ii.  of  Bishop  Colenso's  work 
on  the,  464 ;  his  examination  of  the, 
examined,  4(56 ;  its  vindication,  471 ; 
the  Book  of  Joshua  and  the,  474; 
view  of  from  a  Christian  standpoint, 
477. 

Pertinaz,  anecdote  of,  329. 

Pfaff,  Matth.,  referred  to,  362. 

Philippi  referred  to,  36. 

Population,  Israelite,  at  the  Exodus, 
444. 

Pritchard's  Commentary,  475. 

Presbyter,  John,  quoted  on  the  origin 
of  St.  Mark's  Gospel,  354. 

Psalm  xlix.  3,  remarks  on,  443. 

Psahns,  the,  by  Dr.  Hitzig,  465 ;  Kimchi 
quoted  on  the,  356. 

Psalter,  first  leaves  of  the,  463. 

Puranas,  the,  65. 


E 


Badne,  Athalie  et  Esther  de,  463. 

Eambsun,  see  Maimonides. 

Ramban,  account  of,  395,  note, 

Bashi,  account  of,  391,  note. 

Bask  referred  to,  96. 

Benan,  his  ic»  Historiens  Critiques  de 
J^euSf  51 ;  denies  the  existence  of  the 
sux)ernatural,  51;  quoted,  52,  note; 
his  views  of  our  Lord's  nature  and 
teaching,  54 ;  his  view  of  the  origin 
of  the  supernatural  element  of  the 
four  Gospels,  57 ;  quoted,  57,  note  ; 
opinion  of  the  date  of  the  Gospels, 
58 ;  quoted,  59,  note. 

Besurrection,  testimony  to  the,  59. 

Bevelation,  remarfcs  on  a  work  on, 
467. 

Bevelation  and  Science,  reply  to  a  re- 
view of,  155. 

Bobinson,  Dr.  Edward,  obituary,  140 ; 
referred  to,  455. 


Bomans  lit  8 — ^  notae  on,  165;  v.  1, 

111 ;  vi.  20, 112 ;  ix.  21,  113 ;  x.  20, 

113;  XV.  23,24,  US. 
Eoyer,  anecdote  of.  27. 
Budelbaoh  referred  to,  863. 
Buminant,  the  hare  as  a,  480,  488. 
Byminy,    Stephen,   370;   memorable 

events  that  happened  in  the  time  of, 

371. 


Saadia  Gaon,  accounts  of,  401,  note. 
Salmone,  visit  to,  35. 
Samaritan  Pentateuch,  the,  131. 
Sanskrit,  the  importance  of,  65,  71. 
Science  elucidative  of  Scripture,  462. 
Science,  Bevelation  and,  155. 
Schomberg,  the  Marshal  de,  Bossuet's 

preaching  to,  20. 
School,  Miss  Whately's,  74 ;  books  for 

India,  the  preparation  of,  72. 
Scriptures,  the  Divine  Human  in  the, 

462. 
Scripture,  science  elucidative  of,  462 ; 

the  south  country  of,  454. 
Sermons,  short,  by  George  Phillips, 

D.D.,    470;    a   sermon  by  Gilbert 

White.  297. 
Service  books  of   the    Holy  Eastern 

Church,  offices  from,  208. 
Shipwreck,  St.  Paul's,  36. 
Siegfried,  Dr.,  referred  to.  71,  and  note. 
Silva,  Bev.  P.  D.,  referred  to,  9a 
Simonides,  and  Codex  Sinaiticus,  478 ; 

letters  on,  479—498. 
Sinaitic  inscriptions,  453. 
Song  of  Songs,  the,  466. 
Stanley,  Canon,  quoted,  259,  267. 
Stier  quoted  on  John  v.  70,  320. 
Succoth,  the  feast  of,  270. 
Symbols,  the  Lutheran,  on  inspiration, 

35& 
Syriaca  Anecdota,  115, 187,  439. 
Syrians,  writing  materials  of  the  an- 
cient, 127. 


Tabernacles,  the  feast  of,  270. 
Tattam's  Egyptian  Grammar,  470. 
Tellier,  Michael  le,  29 ;  quoted,  29. 
Tempter,  the,  was  he  visible  or  in- 
visible? 304. 
Tennent,  Sir  J.  E.,  quoted,  95. 
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Testament,  an  Introduction  to  the  Old, 

207. 
Texts,  exegesis  of  difficult,  107. 
Tholuck,  Dr.,  on  inspiration,  353. 
Thornton's  Life  of  Moses,  462. 
Thrupp's  Song  of  Songs,  466. 
Times,  the  last,  460. 
Timothy  (2)  i.  13,  113 ;  u.  26,  114. 
Tischendorf,  letter  from  Dr.,  11,  note, 
Tossafoth,  the,  396,  note. 
Trevelyan,  Sir  C.  E.,  quoted,  68. 
Tribes,  remains  of  the  ten,  256. 
Tsetse,  note  on  the,  285. 
Turenne  referred  to,  28. 
Tumour,  Mr.,  referred  to,  81. 
Types,  the,  of  Genesis,  460. 
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Universe,  the  material,  468. 
Upanishads,  the,  65. 
ilssher  refered  to,  425. 


Vedas,  the,  65. 

Venice,  the  convent  at,  498. 

Vernaculars,  some  remarks  on  Eastern, 

62. 
Vibhanga  Atuvdj  quotation  from,  90. 
Voetius  quoted  on  inspiration,  361. 
Volney  quoted  on  Gaza,  365. 
Voyage  of  St.  Paul,  36. 

W 

Whately,  Miss,  her  school  at  Cairo,  74. 
White,  Gilbert,  a  sermon  by,  297. 
Williams,  Professor  Monier,  referred 

to,  66. 
Wilson,  Professor  H.  H.,  quoted,  68. 
Word  of  God,  what  is  meant  by  the 

nhrase  99 
Work  and  the  Word,  467. 
Worship,  the  ordinances  of  spiritual, 

476. 
Writing  materials  of  the  ancient  Sy- 
.  rians,  127. 


EEEATA. 

Page  185,  line  4,  for  Heron  de  Bordeaux,  read  Huon  de  Bordeaux. 
„    463,    „    4  from  bottom,  for  Fhayne  read  Phayre, 
„    465,     »    32,  for  Erstu  for  Erster. 
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THE  CODEX  SINAinCCrS.' 

The  Codex  Sinaiticus  is  a  great  fact.  It  has  fairly  emerged 
from  its  obscurity  of  ages^  and  the  appearance  of  a  new  island 
would  scarcely  have  been  regarded  with  more  interest,  than  its 
advent  before  the  eyes  of  the  critical  world.  A  new  claimant  to 
the  presidency  in  the  republic  of  Biblical  MSS.  was  of  course  a 
very  possible  occurrence,  but  it  was  not  generally  expected.  All 
at  once,  however,  a  celebrated  letter  from  Tischendorf  to  the 
minister  Von  Falkenstein,  announced  the  coming  of  a  candidate 
for  that  presidency,  and  of  one  whose  rights  might  perhaps 
easily  be  determined.  Codex  A,  which  tradition  ascribed  to  the 
time  of  the  Nicene  Council,  and  which  for  a  long  time  was 
allowed  to  stand  first,  as  its  very  name  indicates,  had  been  con- 
demned to  retire  before  at  least  one  of  its  rivals,  and  to  strike 
off  a  century  or  more  from  its  assumed  age.  The  Codex  C,  or 
^he  Ephrsem  rescript,  had  won  a  high  position — Tischendorf,  for 
example,  puts  it  before  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century — as  early 
if  not  earlier  than  Codex  A.  The  Cambridge  manuscript. 
Codex  D,  or  Beza,  has  raised  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  but 
never  held  its  ground  as  a  candidate  for  the  seniority.  Of  the 
rest  we  need  not  speak,  excepting  to  name  the  one  which  had 

'^  Bihliorum  Codex  SinaUicvs  BstropoUianus,  Auspiciis  Augustissimis  Impe- 
ratoris  Alexandri  II.,  ex  tenebris  protrazit,  in  Europam  transtulit,  ad  iavandas 
atque  illustrandas  Sacras  Litteras  edidit,  Constantinus  Tischendorf.  Petropoli 
1862.    [Leipzig,  Carl  Fr.  Fleischer.] 
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won  its  way  to  the  headship— Codex  B,  or  the  Vatican  MS. 
This  last  seemed  to  be  settling  down  into  quiet  possession  of  its 
honours  j  and  such  is  the  ^Lclusive  veneration  in  which  it  is  held^ 
that  it  has  for  a  long  period  been  almost  as  difficult  of  access  as 
the  Grand  Lama  of  Tibet,  or  his  holiness  the  Pope.  It  remains 
to  be  seen  whether  the  rival  dignity  of  the  Sinaitic  Codex, 
which  courts  publicity,  will  have  any  effect  in  relaxing  or  remov- 
ing the  restrictions  of  which  we  speak.  This  is  not  all,  it 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  by  coming  into  the  broad  daylight 
the  Vatican  Codex  may  not  even  yet  vindicate  its  superior  claims. 
It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  Sinaitic  Codex,  Aleph,  or  ». 
may  not  be  compelled  to  retire  into  the  same  rank  as  its  brother 
Alpha  of  Alexandria.  But  whatever  may  be  the  ultimate  deci^ 
sion  of  those  who  are  able  to  investigate  and  pronounce  judg- 
ment in  the  matter,  the  Codex  Sinai ticus  is,  we  repeat,  a,  fact  and 
not  a  myth,  and  it  will  always  occupy  a  very  high  and  powerful 
position  among  the  uncial  manuscripts  of  the  Greek  Scriptures. 
The  whole  history  of  this  Codex  is  as  romantic  as  can  well 
be  imagined.  Sixteen  or  eighteen  years  ago  it  seems  to  have 
been  seen  in  the  Convent  of  St.  Catherine  on  Mount  Sinai,  by 
a  Russian  Archimandrite,  one  Porphyrius.  This  was  in  1846, 
but  as  he  published  his  book  as  much  as  ten  years  later,  attention 
was  not  awakened  to  the  subject,  Not  long  after  Porphyrius, 
Major  Macdonald  mentions  a  very  ancient  MS.  which  he  saw  at 
Sinai,  and  which  was  most  likely  this.  But  in  this  matter  Dr* 
Tischendorf  was  to  be  first  and  last.  In  1844,  he  found  among 
some  fragments  destined  for  the  fire,  portions  of  a  venerable 
uncial  Greek  Bible.  He  published  these  in  1846  as  the  Codea^* 
Friderico-Augustanua,^  and  he  declared  that  he  had  seen  much 
more  of  the  same  document.  All  these  facts  are  of  public 
notoriety,  and  the  wonder  is  that  the  MS.  eluded  the  hunters 
till  early  in  1859,  when  Tischendorf  was  again  at  Sinai,  and  in 
the  steward^s  dormitory  stumbled  upon  this  splendid  and  pre- 
cious volume,  which  was  wrapped  up  in  a  cloth.  A  good  deal 
has  been  made  of  this  cloth,  but  needlessly  so»  The  Jews  cover 
their  most  precious  rolls  with  cloths,  or  mantles,  as  they  ar© 
termed,  and  some  of  our  readers  may  recollect  specimens  of 
magnificent  mantles  of  this  sort,  which  appeared  in  the  London 
Exhibition  of  1862.  The  practice  of  covering  books  with  a  cloth 
is  very  common  in  ihe  East ;  and  probably  Martial  refers  to 
something  of  the  sort  in  his  tenth  book,  where  he  speaks  of  the 
purpurea  toga  of  a  volume.  In  any  case  there  is  not  a  country 
village  in  our  own  land,  perhaps,  where  the  rustic  women  and 

*  It  contained  portions  of  1  Chronicles  and  Ezra,  the  Books  of  Nehemiah  and 
Esther,  and  part  of  Tobit. 
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children  do  not  often  carry  their  Prayer  Books  wrapped  np  in  a 
handkerchief.  Of  course  the  Sinai  book  had  been  neglected  and 
shamefully  used,  but  the  mere  fact  that  it  was  found  wrapped  in 
cloth  indicates  nothing  save  that  at  length  it  was  set  some  store  by. 
Dr.  Tischendorf  s  own  account  of  the  discovery  is  to  be  found 
not  only  in  various  journals  here  and  in  Germany,  but  specially 
in  his  Noiitia  editiimis  Codicts  BiMiorum  Sinaitici ;  in  his  lately 
published  records  of  eastern  travel,  and  in  the  Prolegomena  to 
the  magnificent  book  before  us.  We  do  not  mean  to  tell  the 
whole  story  over  again.  Let  it  suffice  to  say  that,  first  of  all, 
Tischendorf  got  permission  to  copy  the  book  at  Cairo,  and  that 
afterwards  things  were  so  managed  that  the  original  work  was 
handed  over  to  the  Russian  Emperor,  Alexander.  The  Russian 
government  very  readily  entered  into  the  schemes  of  the  dis- 
coverer, and  acceded  to  the  wish  of  the  learned  world  for  a 
printed  edition  in  the  highest  style  of  typographic  art.  This 
edition  was,  however,  meant  as  an  imperial  present  to  such  as 
the  Emperor  might  deign  to  give  it  as  a  memorial  of  the  mil- 
lenium  of  the  foundation  of  the  Russian  empire  in  1862.  A 
minor  edition  (of  the  New  Testament)  in  ordinary  type  was  to 
come  out  in  favour  of  the  general  public  somewhat  later,  and 
will,  we  understand,  very  shortly  appear.  So  far  all  was  well; 
expectant  critics  stood  on  the  tip^toe  of  joyous  anticipation,  and 
every  effort  was  made  by  some  to  procure  beforehand  additional 
and  unpublished  details.  Before  tne  appointed  time  had  come 
for  its  appearance,  a  dark  insinuation  was  made  by  Constantino 
Simonides, — a  man  of  real  ability,  but  of  dubious  reputation  in 
the  learned  world, — that  the  Sinaitic  Codex  was  not  fifteen  centu- 
ries old,  but  a  new  book.  A  little  later,  when  the  new  edition  had 
lingered  at  the  printer's  beyond  its  time,  greater  definiteness  and 
precision  were  given  to  the  rumour,  and  at  last,  early  in  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  Mr.  Simonides  boldly  avowed  that  the  Sinaitic 
MS.  had  been  written  by  himself  about  twenty  years  ago,  or  in 
1840-41. •  The  narrative  in  the  letter  referred  to  was  very  cir- 
cumstantial, and,  as  usual  with  the  writer  of  it,  was  fortified  by 
-documents  and  references.  The  letter  was  severely  animadverted 
Upon  in  some  of  the  papers,  as  in  the  Clerical  Journal,  and  its 
improbabilities  exposed.  The  subject  was  also  discussed  else- 
where. To  some  minds  Mr.  Simonides  carried  conviction,  but 
Ho  scholar  or  palaeographer  seems  to  have  been  led  astray. 
Simonides  himself  avowed  his  intention  of  only  answering  the 
defence  of  Dr.  Tischendorf,  who  on  his  part  treated  the  affair 
with  ridicule  and  contempt,  as  it  merited.    However,  the  matter 

'  Guardian  of  September  3,  copied  in  /.  S,  X.,  October,  1862,  p.  248. 
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wa  eriously  taken  up  in  this  country,  and  discussed  in  sundiy 
joui  '^als,  and  elsewhere.  Nor  is  there  any  knowing  how  long  it 
might  nave  gone  on  but  for  the  manifest  prevarications  and  mis- 
statements of  Simonides  himself.  Little  by  little  he  altered  and 
added  to  his  original  story  till  it  remained  no  longer  the  same^ 
except  in  this,  that  he  wrote  the  Codex  Sinaiticua  at  Mount 
Athos.  Among  other  mistakes  which  be  made,  he  procured  a 
letter  to  some  of  the  papers,  avowedly  written  by  Callinicu» 
Hieramonachos  of  Alexandria,  endorsing  and  attesting  his  state- 
ments. It  so  happened  that  at  a  crowded  and  most  influential 
meeting  of  the  Boyal  Society  of  Literature,  on  February  llth, 
learned  gentlemen  were  enabled  to  compare  an  acknowledged 
letter  of  Simonides  with  that  of  the  supposed  Callinicus.  These 
letters  were  found  to  be  written  on  paper  of  a  peculiar  character 
precisely  the  same  in  all  respects  in  both.  Not  only  so;  the 
handwriting  was  palpably  from  one  and  the  same  pen.  The 
inference  will  be  anticipated :  it  was  that  Simonides  had  in- 
vented the  mythical  personage  Callinicus,  and  had  written  the 
letter  bearing  his  name.  This  letter  he  had  sent  to  some  con- 
federate at  Alexandria,  by  whom  perhaps  he  has  been  supplied 
with  fragments  of  papyrus  for  his  operations,  and  by  whom  it 
had  been  returned  to  England  through  the  post.  Here  we 
presume  ended  the  serious  discussion  of  the  claims  of  Mr. 
Simonides.  We  will  only  add  a  fact  or  two.  Simonides  had 
asserted  in  a  letter  to  the  Guardian,  and  in  a  similar  letter  t^ 
the  Literary  Churchman,  that  he  wrote  the  Sinaitic  Codex  oq 
1206  pages  in  eight  months.  But  at  the  close  of  the  meeting  in 
question,  he  affirmed,  through  his  interpreter  and  to  the  writer 
of  this  paper,  that  he  had  nowhere  published  any  such  state- 
ment, but  that  he  had  stated  twenty  months.^  This  is  what  we 
call  prevarication,  to  use  the  mildest  term.  If  he  had  written 
the  1206  pages  in  the  eight  months  as  he  said^  and  we  allow  him 
two  hundred  working  days  in  that  time,  he  must  have  written 
six  pages  daily.  Some  of  the  pages  have  two  columns,  and 
others  four,  but  altogether  there  would  be  about  4,500  columns 
of  forty-eight  lines  each.  The  number  of  lines  would  be  about 
216,000,  or  more  than  one  thousand  lines  of  uncial  writing  per 
day.  The  total  number  of  letters  would  be  considerably  over 
3,000,000,  reckoning  the  lines  as  all  of  fourteeen  letters  each^ 
which  is  the  case  with  the  short  lines  only  of  four  columns  to 
the  page.  "We  may  safely  say  that  in  reality  there  must  be 
4,000,000  of  letters— all  uncials— for  the  200  days,  or  20,000  a 
day.     If  six  hours  a  day  are  given  for  work,  we  have  3333  for 

'^  See  the  extracts  at  the  end  of  the  present  number  of  /.  JS.  L, 
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every  hour,  and  about  fifty-five  for  every  minute.  As  •^ery 
letter  is  separately  formed,  and,  except  I,  requires  two,  <  uree, 
and  four  movements  or  strokes  of  the  pen,  it  will  be  seen  that 
not  less  than  120  strokes  must  have  been  made  every  minute. 
Finally,  we  have  compared  the  avowed  uncials  of  Simonides 
with  some  of  the  facsimiles  in  Dr.  TischendorTs  edition,  and 
we  venture  to  say  very  decidedly  that  the  letters  are  not  all 
fi)rmed  by  the  same  kind  of  stroke  or  movement  of  the  hand. 
We  hope  these  minutiae  will  not  weary  the  reader,  but  it  seemed 
as  well  to  put  them  on  record.  There  are  many  other  things 
connected  with  this  question  which  have  interested  us  apart  from 
the  claims  of  Simonides.  Upon  one  page  of  the  facsimiles  we 
find  a  copy  of  an  inscription  by  one  Dionysius,— no  doubt  the 
Dionysius  to  whom  we  owe  the  one  of  the  same  name,  whom 
Mr.  Simonides  calls  the  ''professional  caligrapher ''  of  Pante- 
leemon,  at  Mount  Athos.  This  Dionysius  wrote  a  wretched, 
crabbed,  cursive  hand,  and  was  undoubtedly  among  the  living 
many  centuries  back.  There  is  another  autograph  of  one 
Hilarion,  and  to  this  we  trace  the  "  Deacon  Hilarion  '^  of  Si- 
monides. But  Hilarion  also  has  unquestionably  been  among 
the  blessed  for  several  hundred  years.  There  are  also  other 
autographs  which  we  pass  over  at  present.  While  we  are  allud- 
ing to  the  writing  of  the  Codex  we  may  observe,  that  not  only 
is  the  text  itself  apparently  written  by  diflerent  persons  (Dr. 
Tischendorf  says  four)  but  it  has  been  corrected  and  written 
upon  by  several  others.  The  correctors  belong  to  ages  widely 
apart,  some  of  them  being  comparatively  recent.  The  marginal 
annotations,  or  inscriptions,  also  belong  to  different  periods,  and 
among  them  we  find  not  only  Greek  uncials  and  cursives,  but 
Arabic  sentences  of  considerable  antiquity.  That  all  these  cor- 
rections and  additions,  bearing  the  marks  of  so  many  diflerent 
ages,  have  been  introduced  within  the  last  twenty  years  or  so, — 
rather,  were  all  introduced  between  1841  and  1844, — no  man 
who  knows  anything  of  palaeography  will  believe.  If  they  are 
forgeries  they  wear  a  very  honest  face,  and  surpass  in  extent  and 
variety  all  other  recorded  forgeries.  In  the  portions  of  the  work 
recovered  by  Tischendorf,  there  are  notes  of  fifteen  thousand  or 
more  of  these  things.  To  fancy  that  the  monks  of  Mount 
Athos  were  in  collusive  league  with  those  of  Mount  Sinai  to 
produce  the  most  extraordinary  specimen  of  literary  forgery  the 
world  ever  saw,  is  to  ascribe  to  them  an  amount  of  skill  and 
want  of  honesty  which  they  have  not  yet  had  credit  for ;  though 
this  is  what  Simonides  does  not  now  blush  to  insinuate  rather 
than  assert.  That  this  extraordinary  feat  to  produce  and  half 
destroy  such  a  work  was  a  net  spread  for  a  man  who  was  all  but 
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unknown  when  it  was  carried  out,  is  such  an  Idea  as  no  sane 
man  could  entertain  for  a  moment.  The  friends  of  Simonidea 
had  better  get  out  of  the  matter  as  soon  and  as  decently  as  they 
can.  With  regard  to  himself  we  imagine  he  is  past  recovery^ 
and  what  is  more,  can  henceforth  not  expect  to  be  listened  to, 
even  when  he  speaks  the  truth.  At  one  time  we  fell  in  with  the 
opinion  that  it  was  a  monomania,  a  strange  hallucination,  bat 
after  what  he  has  said  and  written,  and  after  a  close  and  long 
examination  of  the  work  we  think  so  no  longer. 

Our  attention  has  been  turned  more  especially  to  the  New 
Testament,  the  peculiarities  of  which,  both  as  to  its  writing  and 
its  text,  we  have  tried  to  ascertain.  In  addition  to  the  remarks 
we  have  already  made,  we  have  sundry  miscellaneous  observa^ 
tions  to  oflFer.  We  notice  that  some  of  the  letters  of  the  text 
are  of  diflFerent  types.  Such  are  the  difPerenoes  of  aspect  pre- 
sented by  the  Codex,  that  it  becomes  highly  probable,  as  Dr. 
Tischendorf  says,  that  it  was  not  all  written  by  one  scribe,  but 
by  three  or  four.  These  scribes  may  have  beien  *^  professional 
caligraphers  ^^  to  whom  separate  portions  were  assigned  in  order 
to  secure  the  completion  of  the  undertaking  within  a  reasonable 
time.  It  is  well  known  that  the  production  of  large  and  elabo* 
rate  MSS.  was  a  slow  and  tedious  process,  and  one  which  often 
occupied  years.  Every  letter  had  to  be  painted,  rather  than 
written,  and  the  minute  accuracy  required  forbids  the  idea  oi 
hasty  production.  Not  only  are  there  such  variations  as  we  have 
named,  affecting  the  formation  of  particular  letters,  and  the 
aspect  of  the  whole ;  there  are  noticeable  peculiarities  in  regard 
to  certain  letters  in  particular  positions.  Every  one  is  aware 
that  towards  the  end  of  a  line  some  letters  are  often  much 
smaller  than  others ;  and  it  is  so  here.  This  is  not  what  we 
mean.  We  refer  to  certain  letters  of  the  alphabet,  as  mu  and 
omega,  which  vary  in  a  most  remarkable  manner.  Towards  the 
end  of  a  line  they  not  unfrequently  belong  to  quite  a  different 
type.  For  instance  the  mu,  instead  of  being  like  our  capital  M, 
is  frequently  made  almost  exactly  as  in  the  Dublin  Codex ;  and 
the  omega  is  often  made  in  quite  an  exceptional  mann^.  Other 
variations  occur,  uniformly  at  or  near  the  end  of  lines,  or  in 
titles  and  notes,  suggesting  at  first  that  they  must  have  be^a 
originally  omitted  and  subsequently  added.  The  dissimilar  por- 
tions are,  however,  in  many  cases  so  joined  on  to  the  text,  that 
after  all,  it  seems  likely  they  must  in  such  cases  be  &om  th« 
hand  of  the  original  writer.  It  will  be  for  expert  palseograpk^rs 
to  determine  whether  the  forms  to  which  we  allude  do  not 
possibly  suggest  a  later  date  for  the  Codex  than  is  assigned  by 
Dr.  Tischendorf.     These  exceptional  forms  of  letters,  we  repeal^ 
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dao  occur  out  of  tbe  text  in  iuscriptionsy  subscriptionft,  and 
additions. 

Another  speciality  which  will  have  to  be  considered  is  the 
contractions  or  monograms  vhich  are  to  be  found  in  certain 
positions,  and  so  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  in  the  same  positions 
as  the  variants  above  named.  For  these  contractions  and 
monogrammatic  forms.  Dr.  Tischendorf  has  found  it  desirable 
to  cast  special  types.  We  have  observed  eight  or  ten  of  these 
combinations,  some  of  which  are  certainly  very  ancient,  but  of 
others  we  know  nothing. 

The  next  point  to  whidi  we  allude  is  a  remarkable  custom 
concerning  the  final  letter  of  each  line.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
remark  that  the  poetic  books,^  being  written  stichometricaUy 
may  terminate  any  line  by  any  letter  which  ends  a  word.  These 
letters  will  most  commonly  be  either  a  vowel,  or  a  consonant 
nsed  in  grammatical  inflections.  Exceptions  will  be  chiefly 
in  proper  names,  as  for  instance,  Jacob,  Moab,  etc.,  where  b 
ends  a  word,  but  is  no  Greek  termination.  All  this  is  clear 
enough,  but  how  in  the  case  where  the  termination  of  a  line  has 
BO  reference  to  sense  ?  In  a  poetical  book  a  line  is  often  cut  in 
two  without  any  regard  to  tbe  division  of  words  or  syllables.  In 
the  ordinary  prose  portions  of  four  columns  to  a  page,  the  most 
obvious  rule  has  been  to  have  fourteen  letters  on  an  average  in 
a  line.  There  are  by  no  means  uniformly  fourteen,  but  if  six- 
teen occur  in  one  line,  only  twelve  in  another,  and  so  on.  The 
last  letter  of  a  line  is  not  always  the  last  of  a  word,  as  in 
Hebrew,  nor  the  last  of  a  syllable,  as  with  us :  a  monosyllable 
even  may  be  divided,  so  that  ex  for  example,  may  have  e  at  the 
end  of  one  line,  and  k  at  the  beginning  of  the  next.  All  this  is 
plain,  and  might  be  accounted  for  by  the  desire  not  to  exceed 
the  number  of  letters  in  a  line.  It  is  not  all,  however.  We 
have  found,  on  examination,  that  in  spite  of  this  seemingly 
mechanical  procedure,  a  principle  of  selection  was  adopted  in 
regard  to  the  final  letters.  For.  anything  we  know,  the  same 
principle  may  prevail  in  all  other  similar  MSS.  We  cannot 
tell,  but  as  far  as  we  have  had  time  and  opportunity  to  examine, 
we  have  seldom  found  it  lost  sight  of.  The  principle  is,  that 
while  any  vowel  may  end  a  line,  more  than  half  the  consonants 
are  systematically  excluded  from  that  position,  and  only  five 
are  generally  admitted  to  occupy  it.  The  bearing  of  this  will  be 
seen  when  we  repeat  that  divisions  of  words  and  syllables  are 
disregarded  in  this  circumstance.  So,  then,  although  it  would 
seem  that  a  line  may  end  anyhow,  as  a  rule,  it  only  ends  in  one 
of  twelve  letters.  We  have  found,  at  present,  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion to  this  in  the  New  Testament,  save  that  once  the  scribe  in- 
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advertently  ended  his  line  with  delta,  but  he  straightway  erased 
it  and  carried  it  on  to  the  head  of  the  next  line.  The  regular  ter- 
minal letters  are  any  of  the  vowels,  and  \,  fi,  v,  p,  a:  We  have 
found  a  few  exceptions,  mostly  in  reference  to  k.  There  may  be 
other  exceptions,  but  the  uniformity  with  which  the  principle  is 
carried  out  will  be  apparent  to  any  one  who  takes  the  trouble 
to  examine.  We  have  looked  into  Codex  A,  and  we  found 
several  exceptions  both  in  the  Old  Testament  of  Baber,  and  the 
New  Testament  of  Waide,  where  k  and  f  for  example^  occasionally 
end  a  line.  Otherwise  the  rule  seems  generaUy  to  hold  good 
there  also.  In  the  next  place  we  have  looked  into  Barrett's 
fac-simile  of  the  Dublin  MS.,  and  although  so  imperfect,  we 
find  similar  uniformity  with  the  same  casual  exceptions.  The 
fac-similes  given  by  Dr.  Tischendorf  at  the  end  of  the  Sinaitic 
Codex,  Vol.  I.,  supply  no  exception ;  neither  do  those  in  Mr. 
Scrivener's  Introduction.  The  Cambridge  Codex  has  a  peculiar 
arrangement.  It  is,  however,  not  our  purpose  to  pursue  this 
inquiry,  our  object  will  be  attained  if  these  hints  can  be  followed 
up  and  turned  to  practical  account  by  palaeographers.' 

In  continuing  our  miscellaneous  notes  upon  the  Codex 
Sinaiticus,  we  may  observe  that  the  errors  of  the  copyist  in 
the  portions  examined  by  us  are  very  numerous.  Apart  from 
peculiarities  of  spelling,  which  are  to  be  found  in  others,  as  A 
and  B,  and  which  have  been  regarded  as  so  many  barbarisms  in- 

*  Mr.  Simonides  may  profit  by  them  if  he  likes.  A  writer,  rather  friendly  to 
him,  wrote  as  follows  in  the  tdterary  Churchman,  after  the  meeting  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Literature  above  referred  to : — 

"  Another  speaker  then  rose,  who  had  spent  much  time  in  examining  the 
*  Sinaitic'  fac-simile,  and  described  in  detail  the  difficulty  of  the  achievement 
pretended  to  by  M.  Simonides.  The  speaker  said  that  he  had  discovered  in  the 
course  of  his  examination  of  the  document  a  special  peculiarity  in  its  writing, 
which  regularly  repeated  itself;  and  he  could  not,  at  that  moment,  more  clearly 
specify  it ;  but  he  challenged  Mr,  Simonides  to  sit  down  and  write  six  columns  from 
a  Greek  Testament,  in  the  manner  and  size  of  this  Codex,  and  in  the  time  stated, 
with  the  view  of  doing  over  again  what  he  said  he  had  already  done  ;  as  it  woidd 
foe  easy  to  detect  him,  if  he  departed  from  this  secret  pecuharity  which  an  in- 
spection of  the  ^  Sinaitic'  MSS.  had  elicited.  This  was  somewhat  startling,  and 
many  persons  were  eager  to  see  what  would  follow.  But  Mr.  Simonides  simply 
arose  and  accepted  the  challenge,  and  we  heard  no  more  of  the  challenger." 

We  are  sorry  to  say  that  there  are  mistakes  here.  The  speaker  in  question 
did  not  **  chaUenge^^  Mr.  Simonides  to  write  <wc  columns  from  a  Greek  Testa- 
ment, &c.,  but  suggested  in  view  of  the  peculiarity  in  question,  that  Mr. 
Simonides  should  write  a  sufficient  number  of  lines  to  show  that  he  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  rule.  Mr.  Simonides  was  understood,  not  as  accepting  this 
present  test  or  experimentum  cruds,  but  as  repeating  what  he  before  avowed  in 
the  Guardian,  his  readiness,  under  certain  conditions,  to  write  a  Codex  like  the 
**  Sinaitic,"  in  the  same  space  of  time.  This  being  the  case,  of  course  no  more  was 
heard  of  the  imaginary  challenger,  who,  moreover,  could  have  had  no  further 
opportunity  of  being  heard  in  a  meeting  burning  with  excitement,  and  where  so 
many  were  so  eager  to  speak.  The  report  in  the  preceding  extract  is  so  far  inexact. 
It   may  be  weU  to  add,  that  soon  after,  when  the  sitting  had  closed,  M^r. 
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dicating  a  period  and  a  country  in  which  Greek  was  not  cultivated 
in  its  classic  purity — the  Egypt  of  the  fourth  and  subsequent 
centuries^  perhaps — there  are  more  serious  mistakes.  Frequent 
blunders  of  transcription  occur,  by  which  the  wrong  word  has 
been  put  in.  Sometimes  there  are  important  omissions  of  words, 
as  of  /jLfj  and  ovk,  etc. ;  or  of  whole  clauses  and  sehtences  which 
are  required  to  complete  the  sense.  Most  of  these  things  have 
been  observed  and  corrected  by  subsequent  revisers,  but  not  all 
of  them.  The  number  of  ascertainable  errors  is  truly  remarkable, 
and  cannot  fail  to  strike  any  one  who  collates  the  MS. 

The  question  of  really  peculiar  readings  is  one  of  much 
interest.  And  here  we  may  say  that  they  are  of  such  a  character 
and  extent,  that  no  Mosow  edition  of  the  Brothers  Zosimas 
(which  Simonides  says  formed  the  basis  of  the  text,  in  his  letter 
of  Sept.,  1862),  nor  any  other  edition,  or  number  of  editions, 
could  supply  an  explanation  of  them.  These  various  readings 
include  omissions,  additions,  and  transpositions,  as  well  as  verbal 
differences.  Some  of  them  are  to  be  found  in  A,  others  in  B, 
others  in  D,  others  in  L,  and  so  on.  Many  of  them  are  speciali- 
ties of  particular  MSS.  But  besides  these,  in  connexion  with 
which  we  invite  particular  attention  to  A,  B,  D,  L,  and  the 
Claromontane,  there  are  numbers  which  are  not  to  be  found  in 
any  other  known  MS.  Where,  for  example,  except  here  do  we 
find  in  Rev.  iii.  14,  the  reading  17  dpxv  ''V^  eKKkr^a-M^  rov  Oeov? 
Is  this  an  error  of  the  scribe,  or  did  he  find  it  in  his  copy  ?  The 
state  of  the  New  Testament  text  generally  is  such  as  to  forbid 
the  idea  of  its  being  related  to,  or  influenced  by  any  printed 
edition.  However  it  may  stand  related  to  some  in  certain  parts 
it  deviates  widely,  over  and  over  again,  from  all  the  texts  we 
know,  whether  printed  or  not.  In  the  Gospels  it  many  times 
agrees  with  B,  D,  and  L,  where  they  stand  alone.  We  must, 
therefore,  conclude  that  it  can  claim  an  independent  position  as 
reasonably  as  any  other  uncial  MS.  Its  very  errors  and  eccen- 
tricities strengthen  this  claim,  whatever  conclusion  may  be 
drawn  from  them  as  to  its  actual  value. 

Simonides  said,  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  by  the  speaker  alluded  to,  as  to 
whether  he  knew  the  law  referred  to,  "I  know  it."  This  he  said  both  in  Greek 
and  in  English,  but  he  neither  there,  nor  during  the  proceedinffs,  undertook  to 
give  the  very  simple  proof  of  stating  its  character.  As  the  rules  in  regard  to 
such  writings  must  be  very  few:  in  this  case,  that  the  average  number 
of  letters  in  a  line  must  be  fourteen,  and  eight  and  forty  lines  to  a  page,  but 
that  certain  consonants  are  to  be  avoided  at  the  end  of  a  line ;  Mr.  Simonides 
would  have  produced  an  impression  in  his  own  favour,  which  would  have  been 
'^startling,"  and  which  he  must  have  felt  the  need  of  after  the  exhibition  of  those 
letters  already  referred  to.  The  writer  in  the  Literary  Chu/rchman  is  very  correct 
when  he  says  that  Simonides  did  not  explain  how  an  expression  in  one  of  his  MSS. 
had  become  exchanged  for  another  after  it  had  been  objected  to  by  Greek  scholars. 
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Before  speaking  c^  the  amaziBg  uamber  of  the  correotionay 
which  are  best  seen  in  the  notices  of  Dr.  Tidchendorf,  we  havo 
another  word  or  two  to  say  about  the  phenomena  exhibited  by 
the  printed  text.  The  Psalms  hare  rubricated  titles.  Not  only 
so^  the  Song  of  Solomon  has  a  twofold  divi»on,  a  greater  and  a 
iesser  one.  The  larger  divisions  are  indicated  by  the  oapitai 
lett^s  A,  B,  r,  A.    They  are  theae, — 

A.  Chap.  i.  1  to  i.  14.  P.  Chap.  iii.  6  to  vi.  3. 

B.  Chap.  L  15  to  iii.  5.  A.  Chap.  vi.  4  to  viii.  14. 
With  regard  to  the  minor  divisicma,  they  l»reak  up  the  book 

into  numerous  fragments^  to  eadi  of  which  an  explanatory  rabrie 
is  prefixed.  These  inscriptions  distribute  the  diidc^ue  among 
the  interloeutcurs^  stating  who  they  are,  and  often  adding  other 
details.  They  are  of  undoubted  Christian  origin,  and  belong  to 
a  period  when  the  allegorical  interpretation  was  established. 
That  they  are  Christian  will  be  seen  in  a  moment  from  the  fol- 
lowing examples : — 

I.  2.    The  bride. 

I.  4.  To  the  damsels  the  bride  tells  what  concerns  the 
bridegroom,  what  he  has  vouchsafed  to  h^. 

I.  4.     The  bride  discoursing  to  the  damsels.    And  they  said* 

I.  4.  The  damsels  to  the  bHdegroom  proclaim  the  name  of 
the  bride : — Uprightness  loved  thee. 

I.  4,    The  bride. 

I.  7.    To  the  bridegroom,  Christ. 

I.  10.  The  bridegroom  to  the  bride. 

I.  12.  The  bride  to  herself  and  to  the  bridegroom. 

In  this  way  tl^  bode  is  divided  throughout,  and  we  hope  to 
print  at  an  early  date  the  whole  of  the  Song,  according  to  this 
arrangement,  in  an  English  version.  Meanwhile,  we  invite  to 
the  subject  the  attention  of  critics,  and  hope  they  will  he  able  to 
•ay  what  bearing,  if  any^  these  rubrics  have  upon  the  question  of 
the  date  of  the  Codex. 

While  qteaking  of  divisions,  it.  is  to.  be  noticed  that  the 
Gospels  have  in  the  mai^  the  AnHVionian  sections  and  the 
Eusebian,  eanons.  The  text  is  sometimes  supplied  with  points,  but 
they  do  not  seem  to  fdHow  any  prop^  rule.  There  areoceasMmal 
marks  like  commas;  and  one  instance  is  noted  where  a  quo*- 
<»tion  is  specified  by  angular  signs  in  the  margiii.  By  Dr. 
Tischendorf  the  quotation  signs  are  referred  to  a  corrector. 
Divisions  are  marked  by  spaces  in  or  at  the  end  of  a  line.  The 
titles  and  colophons  of  the  books  are  often  accompanied  by  a 
peculiar  floral  or  foliated  ornament.  The  contracted  words  are 
much  the  same  as  in  the  older  uncials^ — as  the  words  for  God, 
Lord,  Christ,  Jesus,  Man,  Son,  David.    These  and  a  final  n,.  as 
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at  the  end  of  a  line,  are  signified  as  usual  by  a  line  above  the 
letters  written.  At  the  end  of  certain  books,  more  eapecially  the 
Pauline  Epistles,  we  find  the  nuraber  of  versides  or  siichcB  set 
down.  The  numerals  employed  are  the  ordinary  Greek  letters 
as  far  as  we  have  observed,  except  for  90  and  200.  The  90  is  a 
purely  Coptic  letter,  and  numeral  of  the  same  value.  The  sign 
of  200  we  have  failed  to  identify.  As  for  the  90  it  is  similarly 
represented  in  A,  D,  and  perhaps  elsewhere.  Finally,  in  refer- 
ence to  outward  appearances,  there  are  certain  blank  spaces  in 
the  book,  and  the  arrangement  is  occasionally  noticeable.  Thus 
the  beatitudes  in  St.  Matthew  are  written  as  separate  paragraphs, 
and  the  works  of  the  flesh  and  the  fruits  of  the  spirit  in  Gala- 
tians  form  a  list  in  which  each  word  occupies  a  line. 

Let  us  now  say  a  word  about  the  corrections.  Hese  are  by 
different  hands,  and  have  been  carefully  assigned  to  their  respec-» 
tive  authors  by  Dr.  Tiscbendorf  in  his  very  copious  and  elaborate 
specification  of  them.  Sometimes  a  passage  has  been  corrected 
only  once,  at  others  twiee  or  thrice.  As  a  rule,  perhaps,  it  will 
be  safe  to  say  that  the  corrections  bring  us  much  nearer  to  the 
received  text.  They  often  differ  from  it,  but  they  often — more 
often — nearly  or  quite  agree  with  it.  This  remark  applies  of 
eourse  to  the  New  Testament.  After  all  the  assimilation,  how- 
ever, we  may  broadly  say  that  the  corrections  cannot  have  been 
made  from  printed  editions.  They  belong  to  widely  different 
periods,  but  only  a  few  of  them  appear  to  be  recent.  We  had 
intended  to  give  and  to  comment  upon  some  of  the  readings  and 
revisions  of  the  text,  but  as  there  is  a  prospect  of  a  speedy 
appearance  of  the  popular  edition  of  the  New  Testament,  we 
waive  that  intention  for  the  present  although  we  have  before  us 
a  mass  of  notes  upon  the  subject. 

It  may  not  be  undesirable, to  put  on  record  here  the  general 
contents  of  this  splendid  work — a  work  which,  merely  as  a 
specimen  of  typography,  is  every  way  admirable.  It  is,  indeed, 
what  the  English  Version  calls  "  Apples  of  gold  in  jactures  of 
silver.'^  This  applies  to  paper  and  typography  only.  The  work 
k  out  up  into  four  volumes,  which  are  merdiy  slightly  tacked 
together  and  put  into  cloth  covers.  We  observe  that  Dr. 
Tiifrchendorf  has  written  to  a  contemporary  explaining  this  ar- 
rangement, but  we  nxe  convineed  that  it  is  a  mistake/  Oar  pdan 

/  The  ClericalJotMital  of  Jan.  15th  contained  a  careful  account  of  the  Sinaitic 
Codex,  with  some  remarks  which  called  forth  the  following  note.  We  hope  no 
•igology  is  needed  for  giving  ft  at  length : 

The  Codex  SmaiHcus. — The  editor  has  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Tisohendovf^ 
of  which  the  following  is  a  translation. 

"  Mjr  Dear  Friend. — Yours  of  the  20th  Jan.  has  again  conveyed  to  me  the 
expression  of  your  kind  and  Mendly  feeling,  for  which  I  sincerely  thank  yon. 
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would  have  been  to  make  but  two  volumes  of  it,  by  combiuing^ 
what  are  now  called  II.  and  III.  as  the  first,  and  I.  and  IV.  as 
the  second.  By  introducing  the  dedication  into  the  beginning 
of  what  is  now  Vol.  II.,  and  adding  a  few  words  of  explanation 
as  to  the  plan  of  the  work,  we  believe  two  noble  volumes  would 
have  been  produced :  the  one  containing  the  Old  Testament,  the 
other  the  New  Testament  and  critical  apparatus,  corrections,  etc. 
It  is  now  too  late  for  this,  but  if  a  reprint  is  ever  contemplated. 

It  has  gratified  me  that  the  first  commendation  of  the  great  work  has  once  more 
been  made  in  England.  You  say  very  truly  that  the  noble  results  with  which 
Providence  has* crowned'  the  researches  of  centuries  belong  to  us  all.  It  is 
especially  due  to  England  that  an  interest  so  long  continued  and  so  great  has 
been  devoted  by  me,  and  I  may  say  restlessly  continued  and  cultivated,  on  sacred 
soil.  With  regard  to  the  division  of  the  work  into  four  volumes,  I  remark,  that 
it  appeared  to  me  very  desirable  that  the  Prologomena,  especially  the  notes  and 
fac-similes,  should  correspond  with  the  ancient  text,  even  by  my  management 
of  the  printed  fac-similes.  This  was  possible  only  b^  the  separation  of  the 
volumes.  The  Old  Testament  would  have  been  left  undivided,  but  that  it  would 
have  made  a  very  cumbrous  volume,  since  it  would  have  considerably  exceeded 
in  size  a  volume  of  the  New  Testament,  which  is  rather  unwieldy. 

*'  You  refer  to  the  former  ten  copies  at  2ol,  I  should  be  glad  if  in  a  few  words 
you  would  return  to  that  subject,  as  I  am  sorry  to  say  a  disturbance,  I  hope  only 
temporary,  has  taken  place  in  the  book  trade  on  account  of  them.  The  facts  of 
the  case,  as  stated  in  a  notice  by  Carl  F.  Fleissiger,  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
published  in  Oxford  through  Parker,  are  these.  1  had  requested  those  first  few 
copies  from  the  Imperial  (Government,  with  the  definite  object  of  securing  the 
possibility  of  a  sale  at  least  to  some  private  persons,  viz.,  in  England.  I  did 
not  consider  this  as  determining  the  real  business  price.  I  regarded  the  matter 
as  a  liberal  friendly  accommodation,  and  on  this  account  determined  on  251,  as 
the  price.  These  ten  copies  I  offered  to  Williams  and  Norgate,  and  as  they  at 
once  secured  them,  I  could  make  no  offer  to  any  other  bookseller.  But  in  Dec. 
1862  it  was  ordained  by  the  Imperial  Government  that  my  honorarium  should 
consist  of  one  hundred  copies.  In  consequence  of  this  essential  alteration  of  the 
former  arrangement,  according  to  which  the  Emperor  had  in  an  extensive  circle 
given  the  work  away,  it  naturally  followed  that  a  sale  price  should  be  determined 
for  all  the  future  copies  which  were  for  sale.  (The  Baber  Codex  Alexandrinus  of 
the  Old  Testament,  edited  by  the  aid  of  the  English  Government,  was  published 
at  37Z.,  though  the  execution  of  that  work  is  far  inferior  to  that  of  the  Sinaitic.) 
You  can  certainly  impart  this  whole  statement  by  way  of  explanation  to  your 
readers  in  my  own  words,  if  you  think  proper. 

**  I  have  only  now  to  offer  my  hearty  expressions  of  regard,  and  the  assur- 
ance of  my  sincere  thanks  for  all  your  very  friendly  interest  in  my  labours, 
devoted  as  these  have  been  to  no  country  so  much  as  to  your  own  fatherland.  I 
shall  always  rejoice  at  every  fresh  contact  of  your  studies  with  my  own. — 
Entirely  yours,  "  C.  Tischendorp." 

*'  Has  no  one  undertaken  the  translation  into  English  of  my  Aits  dem  hetligen 
Lande  f  As  my  first  Journey  in  the  East,  in  1846,  1847,  has  appeared  in  a  trans- 
lation, I  was  still  more  in  hopes  of  the  translation  of  the  latest.  In  this  book 
are  presented  reliquise,  as  well  as  the  most  accurate  information  about  the 
Codex,  which,  on  account  of  the  work  being  hurried,  could  not  be  given  in  the 
Prologomena. 

*'  A  violent  brochure  h&s  recently  appeared  against  the  Codex  Sinai ticus  as  of 
heretical  origin,  and  against  me,  by  Porphyrides  of  Petersburg,  written  in 
Russian.  The  old  Minister  of  Instruction,  Von  Noroff,  has  already  replied  to  it- 
For  myself  I  shall  not  otherwise  engage  in  the  dirty  controversy  of  a  stupid  and 
fanatical  monk,  who  is  full  of  absurd  petty  jealousy." 
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we  hope^  on  various  accounts^  that  it  will  be  done.  We  also 
wish  there  had  been  introdaced  a  carefully  compiled  list  of  the 
contents.  In  other  respects,  we  greatly  admire  the  book,  and 
admit  that  it  is  executed  in  a  better  style  of  typography  than  our 
own  Codex  A.  (Baber's  Old  Testament  portion)  and  Kipling^s 
edition  of  D.  In  regard  to  its  type  as  an  imitation  of  the 
original  characters,  we  know  no  letter-press  equal  to  it.  And 
now  for  a  brief  enumeration  of  the  contents. 

Vol.  I.  opens  with  the  dedication  to  Alexander  II.,  then 
follow  the  Prolegomena.  After  some  preliminary  observations 
as  to  the  difficulty  and  magnitude  of  the  undertaking,  the  gene- 
rosity of  the  Emperor,  &c.,  we  come  at  fol.  3  6  to  an  account  or 
a  history  of  the  Codex,  and  some  notes  upon  the  mode  of  prepar- 
ing the  type,  etc.  At  fol.  6  6,  we  have  a  description  of  the 
Codex,  which  extends  to  11  a,  where  we  have  a  discussion  con- 
cerning the  printed  edition  and  its  relations  to  the  MS.  as  a 
book.  On  11  6  we  have  the  inquiry  respecting  the  date  and  age 
of  the  Codex,  with  the  various  considerations  which  have  led 
Dr.  Tischendorf  to  ascribe  it  to  about  the  middle  of  the  fourth 
century.  On  14  b  we  come  to  the  remarks  upon  the  character 
of  the  text,  and,  in  this  section,  various  readings  which  it 
exhibits  are  enumerated  and  compared  with  other  authorities  as 
far  as  possible. 

After  the  programme  comes  the  commentarius  in  quo  omnes 
correctprum  antiquorum  scriptura  recensentttr ;  addiiis  nonnullis 
notatu  dignis.  This  occupies  forty-eight  leaves,  and  is  followed 
by  the  twenty-one  lithographed  plates  of  fac-similes,  as  follows : 

1.  Tobit  ix.  2—10,  12,  written  by  D. 

2.  Isaiah  Ixii.  11  to  Ixiv.  6,  written  by  B.  Here  the  corrector 
C^  has  added  the  numbers  of  the  sections ;  C^  and  C^  have,  for 
the  most  part,  been  correctors  of  the  text :  erasures  occur  in  the 
the  text  and  in  notes :  thin  lines  have  been  made  thicker;  and 
points  and  other  signs  have  been  added  by  correctors. 

3.  Ps.  cxviii.  169  to  cxxiii.  2,  written  by  C,  and  corrected  by  C*. 

4.  Canticles  viii.  8  to  Wisdom  of  Solomon  i.  11,  written  by 
C,  and  corrected  by  C*. 

5.  Matt.  V.  22  to  vi.  4,  written  by  A,  corrected  by  A,  B,  C*. 

6.  Matt.  X.  17  to  ii.  5,  written  by  A,  with  an  addition  in  the 
margin. 

7.  Mark  xvi.  2  to  Luke  i.  18  ;  end  of  the  Gospel  at  xvi.  8, 
with  colophon,  and  additions  by  A  and  D. 

8.  Luke  i.  18—56,  written  by  D. 

9.  John  V.  37  to  vi.  23,  written  by  A,  corrected  by  A,  B, 
and  others. 

10.  Gal.  iv.  12  to  v.  20,  written  by  A,  corrected  by  A  and  C*. 
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11.  GaL  v.  20  to  Eph.  i.  ix.  written  by  A^  with  nnguli^ 
arrangement  of  the  works  of  the  flesh  and  the  fruits  of  the 
spirit^  the  number  of  stichoe  in  Oal.,  the  inscription  to  Ephesians 
and  ev  Eff^eaw  in  the  margin. 

12.  Heb.  xii.  27,  to  xiii.  25,  written  by  A,  with  eorreotions 
of  C^yMColophon  and  number  of  stichoe. 

13.  Acts  ii.  28— -39,  written  by  A,  with  mai^s  of  quotation, 
reference  to  Ps.  109,  and  note  of  subject  in  the  margin. 

14.  1  John  V.  5  to  2  John  vii,  written  by  A. 

15.  Rev.  vii.  12  to  ix.  5,  written  by  A,  with  Arabic  note  in 
the  margin,  etc. 

16.  Bev.  xxii.  19  to  Barnabas  ii*  written  by  A,  with  interests 
ing  corrections,  etc. 

17.  Extract  from  Hernias,  written  by  B.  The  passage  1 
Tim.  iii.  16,  with  correction  of  09  into  69;  an  addition  to  Luke 
xxiv.  61,  Kai  aP€<l>ep€To  ei^  toy  ovpoifov  by  C* ;  John  i.  18,  where 
6  «!/  has  been  inserted  by  an  early  corrector,  and  the  reading 
fiovoyevff^  09  is  shewn ;  Matt,  xxiii.  35,  viov  papwxjLov  has  been 
added  by  C^  etc. 

18.  Various  examples  of  diflerent  kinds  of  corrections,  colo- 
phons, mar^nal  notes,  autographs  of  Dionysius  and  Hilarion, 
Arabic  writmg,  etc. 

19.  Various  specimens,  including  a  comparison  of  this  edition 
with  Baber^s  Codex  A. 

20.  Miscellaneous  specimens  of  the  writing  in  other  ancient 
manuscripts. 

21.  A  continuation  of  the  preceding  examples. 

Nothing  can  well  be  more  interesting  and  beautiftd  than  these 
finely  executed  fac-similes. 

Vol.  II.  of  87  folios,  commences  with  the  first  portion  of  the 
Old  Testament  text.     The  contents  are  as  follows  : — 

Folio  1.  A  single  leaf  from  1  Chron.  ix.  27;  xi.  22.  (The 
Codex  Friderico-Augustanus  contains  a  further  portion.) 

2.  The  Book  of  Tobit  from  ii.  2,  to  the  end.  ^The  Codex 
Erid.-August.  contains  the  missing  portion.) 

8.  The  Book  of  Judith,  complete. 

16.  The  first  Book  of  Maccabees,  complete. 

34.  The  fourth  Book  of  Maccabees.  (This  is  the  book  com- 
monly appended  to  the  works  of  Josephus,  and  is  to  be  found  in 
some  MSS.  and  editions,  but  it  is,  we  believe,  accounted  cano- 
nical by  no  church.) 

42.  The  Book  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  complete. 

68.  Jeremiah  i.  1  to  x  25.  (More  of  this  is  to  be  found  in 
the  Codex  Frid.-Aug.) 

This  book  is  followed  by  nine  of  the  minor  prophets,  viz. : — 
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1.  Joel.  4.  Nahum.  7*  Haggai. 

2.  Obadiah.  5.  Habakkuk.  8.  Zechariah. 
8.  Jonah.                 6.  Zephaniah.  9.  Malaclii. 

Vol.  III.  in  112  folios,  contains  what  further  remains  of  the 
Old  Testament  books. 

Folio  1.  The  Psalms.  These  are  written  stichometMcally, 
the  arrangement  agreeing  in  the  main  with  that  in  the  Alex- 
andrian Codex,  etc.  Each  page  is  divided  into  two  columns 
only  as  in  all  the  poetical  books,  and  when  a  line  of  text  is  too 
long  for  one  of  the  manuscript  it  is  severed  and  completed  in  the 
following  line.  The  titles  of  the  Psalms  are  written  in  red  ink^ 
and  the  supernumerary  Psfdm  is  added. 

41.  The  Book  of  Proverbs.       56.  The  Book  of  Ecclesiastes. 

61.  The  Song  of  Songs.  (The  peculiarities  of  this  book 
have  been  already  mentioned  above.) 

64.  The  Wisdom  of  Solomon.      78.  The  Wisdom  of  Sirach. 

98,  The  Book  of  Job. 

All  the  books  contained  in  this  volume  appear  to  be  perfect. 
The  position  of  Job  is  worthy  of  notice. 

Vol.  rV.  Contains  the  books  of  the  New  Testament,  with 
the  additions.  The  fact  of  its  containing  every  one  of  the  books 
in  onr  present  New  Testament  canon  is  every  way  deserving  of 
regard.  At  the  same  time,  we  do  not  see  why  it  is  made  the 
subject  of  so  much  talk,  as  throwing  a  suspicion  upon  the  anti- 
quity if  not  upon  the  genuineness  of  the  manuscript.  Is  it  not 
a  fact  that  our  own  Codex  A,  contains  everp  one  of  our  present 
canonical  books?  Is  it  not  equally  a  fact  that  Codex  B.  con- 
tains the  same  books  so  far  as  it  is  perfect,  and  at  one  time  had 
them  all?  Yet  A.  was  written  about  450  a.d.,  and  B,  was 
written  a  generation  or  two  earlier.  Dr.  Tischendorf  even,  only 
claims  for  his  Codex  an  age  of  a  few  years  greater,  about  "  the 
middle  of  the  fourth  century,''  or,  in  round  numbers,  a.d.  850. 
We  cannot  yet  feel  safe  in  accepting  this  date,  but  even  allow- 
ing it,  there  is  proof  enough  that  "  every  one''  of  the  present 
canonical  books  was  known  before  the  date  ascribed  to  the  spu- 
rious canon  of  the  Laodicean  Council ;  i.  e.  before  the  date  as- 
signed to  the  Sinaitic  Codex  by  its  discoverer. 

We  now  come  to  the  ordo  librorum. 

Polio  1.  "According  to  Matthew :"  (we  will  here  take  the 
titles  given  in  the  MS.  as  nearly  as  we  can.) 

According  to  Mark.  (At  the  end,  with  a  colophon,  '*  Gt)spel 
according  to  Mark.) 

29.  According  to  Luke.  48.  According  to  John. 

62.  To  the  Romans.  (Colophon  the  same.) 

68.  To  the  Corinthians,  A.  (Colophon  the  same.) 
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75.  To  the  Corinthians,  B. 

79.  To  the  Galatians.     (So  colophon.) 

81.  To  the  Ephesians.  84.  To  the  Philippians. 

85.  To  the  Colossians.  87.  To  the  Thessdonians,  A. 

89.  To  the  Thessalonians,  B.     89  A.  To  the  Hebrews. 

95t  To  Timothy,  A.  96.  To  Timothy,  B. 

98.  To  Titus.  98  b.  To  Philemon. 

100.  Acts.     (Colophon,  Acts  of  Apostles.) 

118  James.     (No  title,  but  colophon,  "Epistle  of  James.") 

120.  Of  Peter,  Epistle  A.     (Colophon  "  of  Peter,  A.'') 

122.  Of  Peter  B.     (So  colophon.) 

123.  Of  John,  Epistle  A.     (So  colophon.) 

125.  Of  John,  B.     (So  colophcm.) 

125  A,  Of  John,  T.     (So  colophon.)  125  b.  Jude. 

126.  Apocalypse  of  John.     (The  name  written  with  one  », 
iGMVov ;  so  also  in  the  text ;  but  with  two  n's  in  the  colophon.) 

135.  Of  BarnabaSy  Epiatle.     (So  colophon.) 

14^—148.  Pastor.     (The  first  part  only.) 

We  Cannot  now  discuss  the  many  questions  raised  by  the 
contents  and  arrangement  of  this  canon  of  the  New  Testament^ 
but  we  hope  to  say  more  of  it  before  long.  In  the  meantime, 
we  hope  that  the  fact  of  all  the  books  being  here  will  prejudice 
no  one  against  the  Codex,  for  the  reasons  already  named.  What 
is  extraordinary  and  matter  for  profound  thankfulness  to  Him 
who  has  given  the  Holy  Scriptures  to  His  Church,  is  that  na  one 
of  the  books  of  the  New  Testament  is  lacerated  or  imperfect, 
that  the  MS.  of  those  books  is  entire,  which  is  what  cannot  be 
said  of  either  A,  or  B,  or  any  other  uncial  known.  Students 
of  the  canon  will  pay  attention  to  the  titles  and  orders  of  the 
books,  which  betray  an  age  when  canonization  in  two  senses, 
seems  to  have  been  unknown :  the  order  of  the  books  fluctuated, 
and  the  inspired  writers  were  plain  Peter,  James,  and  John; 
Paul  is  not  even  named  in  the  inscriptions  to  the  books.  That 
Hebrews  might  come  before  Timothy,  Titus,  ^nd  Philemon,  we 
had  learned  from  the  Vatican  MS.  The  position  of  Acts  and 
the  Catholic  or  canonical  epistles  is  worthy  of  notice.  The 
Apocryphal  additions  are  not  without  precedent  in  one  sense* 
There  are  codices  in  Greek,  Latin,  and  Syriac,  whidi  are  followed, 
or  were  followed,  by  books  claiming  fco  be  of  an  apostolic  age, 
or  of  the  age  following  it.  The  presence  of  these  things  is, 
therefore,  a  certain  presumption  in  favour  of  antiquity.  Most 
persons  will  rejoice  with  us  that  by  their  recovery  we  are  put 
into  possession  of  some  of  the  most  coveted  among  the  min^ 
remains  of  Christian  antiquity. 
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MEMOIRS  OF  BOSSUET. 

II.« 

Few  young  men  have  entered  upon  life  with  such  prospects  as 
Bossuet.  Besides  his  personal  distinction^  he  was  supported  by 
the  influence  of  not  a  few  persons  of  consideration.  There  was 
good  old  Nicolas  Cornet^  his  tried  and  faithful  counsellor  and 
friend^  a  man  well  known  and  esteemed  in  Paris  and  at  court ; 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  chief  ofl&cers  of  the  state,  and 
especially  with  the  Cardinal  Mazarin  and  the  papal  missions. 
Then  there  was  Cornet  the  Bishop  of  Lisieux,  who,  although  no 
longer  at  court,  used  his  influence  on  behalf  of  Bossuet.  Vincent 
de  Paul,  as  we  have  seen,  did  his  utmost  to  promote  his  interests 
in  the  highest  circles.  The  Marshall  and  Marchioness  de 
Schomberg  were  among  the  foremost  of  his  friends,  and  used 
all  their  influence  on  his  behalf.  Fran9ois  Bossuet  his  kinsman^ 
the  secretary  of  council,  was  ever  active  in  advancing  his  wel- 
&re;  and  was  sustained  in  his  endeavours  by  Marguerite  de 
Beauverand  his  wife.  This  lady  was  favoured  with  particular 
consideration  by  not  a  few  of  the  most  illustrious  personages  of 
the  time.  To  these  may  be  added  the  Marchioness  de  Sennecy, 
the  niece  of  Cardinal  Larochefoucald,  and  very  highly  connected. 
It  was  through  her  influence,  and  that  of  her  daughter,  the 
Countess  de  Fleix,  that  Bossuet  was  introduced  to  the  Queen^ 
Anne  of  Austria,  and  engaged  to  preach  before  her.* 

Nicolas  Cornet  was  very  anxious  to  promote  the  interests  of 
Bossuet  through  Cardinal  Mazarin,  whose  authority  was  suffi- 
4nent  to  secure  any  amount  of  patronage.  Cornet  had  conceived 
the  idea  of  erecting  at  the  College  of  Navarre  a  building,  whose 
magnificence  might  compete  with  that  which  Richelieu  had 
erected  for  the  Sarbonne,  and  laid  his  proposal  before  the 
cardinal.  Mazarin  fell  in  with  the  project,  and  thought  nothing 
would  be  more  honourable  to  his  ministry  than  to  imitate  the 
example  of  his  predecessor,  and  even  to  attempt  to  surpass  it.  But 
when  the  matter  came  to  an  issue  Cornet  hesitated,  because  of 
his  age  and  infirmity.  He  feared  he  should  not  live  to  see  the 
plan  carried  out,  and  that  if  he  and  the  cardinal  died  before  its 
completion,  it  might  never  be  accomplished.  However,  being 
anxious  to  provide  a  successor,  he  earnestly  solicited  Bossuet  to 
accept  the  place  of  President  of  Navarre.  To  persuade  him  to 
this,  he  employed  every  argument  in  his  power. 

«  See  /.  S.  L.,  for  January,  1862,  p.  291.  *  Le  Dieu. 
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But  Bossnet  declined  the  honour,  and  preferred  to  go  to 
Metz,  where  he  resolved  to  occupy  himself  with  the  duties  of  his 
office  of  canon  and  archdeacon. 

Interesting  details  are  left  on  record  of  the  assiduity  of 
Bossuet^  both  in  his  studies  and  in  his  attendance  upon  religious 
duties,  during  the  period  wrhioh  followed,  as  well  as  during  that 
which  preceded  his  licentiate.  Both  at  Navarre  and  at  Mel2 
he  profoundly  studied  the  Scriptures,  which  he  used  as  m  text* 
book.  To  this  he  adcted  a  careful  aiid  diligent  investigation  of 
the  lathers  end  eoundls  of  the  church.  For  scholastic  the(rfogy 
he  took  for  his  guide  Thomas  Aqtiinas,  of  whom  one  of  the 
popes  is  said  to  have  declared,  that  what  he  wrote  was  altogether 
without  error.  Among  the  fathers  of  the  church  he  still  accorded 
the  pre-eminence  to  Augustine  and  Chrysostom.  He  regarded 
the  last  of  these  as  a  model  of  pulpit  eloquence,  and  as  the  mo^ 
perfect  preacher  the  church  had  ever  had.  He  considered 
Augustine  worthy  of  all  honour*  He  made  long  extracts  from 
his  writings  upon  theological  doc^fines^  and  upon  preaehing* 
He  filled  Ms  copy  of  this  father  with  his  annotations,  and  nev^r 
took  a  journey  without  it.  So  completely  was  he  usder  tke 
direction  of  Augustine,  that  he  used  him  in  the  establishing  of 
every  doctriae,  in  conveying  evcfipy  instrtsction,  and  in  solving 
every  difficulty.  There  he  fbund  the  defence  of  the  faith,  and 
the  rule  of  liffe.  If  he  had  a  sermon  to  make  he  took  St. 
Augustine;  if  he  had  an  error  to  combat  he  took  St.  Augus- 
tine; and  indeed  h6  consulted  him  continually.  Probably 
Augustine  never  had  a  closer  student,  a  warmer  admirer,  or  a 
more  docile  disciple.  Another  of  his  favourite  authors  was 
Bernard,  whom  he  particularly  honoured  as  a  faithful  fi^lower  of 
Augustine,  as  a  man  of  superior  genius,  and  above  all  of  devout 
and  earnest  piety. 

The  account  given  by  Le  Dieu  of  Bossuet^s  attachment  to 
the  Holy  Scriptores  is  well  worthy  of  perusal,  and  is  as  follows : 

"  It  is  only  necessary  to  see  his  New  Testament  and  his  Bible  to  be 
convinced  of  the  coiitiDual  use  be  made  of  them.  Although  he  knew 
almost  by  heart  the  text  of  the  Holy  Scripture,  he  never  ceased  to  read 
and  to  re-read  it  all  the  days  of  his  life»  and  to  make  new  observatioi^ 
upon  it.  These  are,  now  upon  the  doctrine,  now  upon  morals^  npon  the 
person  and  character  of  Jesus  Christ,  upon  his  discourses,  and  upon  his 
sayings,  upon  all  the  circumstauces  of  his  life  and  death ;  upon  the  per- 
sons and  characters  of  the  apostles,  their  faith,  their  zeal,  and  their  testi- 
mony. Nothing  escaped  him.  Everything  is  marked,  even  to  the  smallest 
things,  from  which  he  drew  admirable  lessons  in  conversation,  in  private 
conferences,  and  in  sermons.  He  said  to  the  priests,  as  Jerome  to  Ne- 
potian,  'Let  this  book  never  go  out  of  your  hands;'  but  above  all  the 
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New  Testament,  whicb  be  constantly  declared  to  be  the  source  of  all  piety 
and  good  doctrine. 

"  When  he  had  to  treat  of  some  doctrine  he  took  his  New  Testament, 
and  read  it  with  as  great  assiduity  as  if  he  had  never  opened  it.  Bat  how 
did  he  read  it  P  By  way  of  meditation,  that  he  might  be  more  deeply 
impressed  with  the  truths  which  he  vrished  to  establish  or  to  clear  up. 
He  might  be  seen  on  his  short  or  on  his  long  joameys  (for  he  laboured 
everywhere),  he  was  to  be  seen  in  his  chamber,  at  mass,  and  elsewhere, 
with  the  Gospel  in  his  hand,  and  more  often  closed  than  open,  profoundly 
meditating  upon  the  words  which  he  had  impressed  upon  his  menM)ry. 
Afterwards  he  would  take  his  pen  and  write  rapidly  the  discourses  and  in- 
structions on  which  he  had  meditated  with  so  much  attention.  But  when 
he  had  no  book  to  compose,  his  life  was  like  that  of  St.  Augustine,  a  con- 
tinual meditation  upon  the  Word  of  God;  not  an  idle,  dry  or  barren, 
meditation,  but  lively  and  simple,  with  a  fixed  purpose  and  a  certain  effect. 
This  is  sufficiently  shewn  by  his  works.  In  fine,  it  was  his  prayer,  for  he 
read  it  in  the  sfnrit  of  prayer,  to  nourish  thereby  bis  piety  and  his  fervour, 
cmly  turning  from  it  with  difficulty,  like  St.  Augustine,  to  occupy  himself 
with  temporal  affairs.  This  is  why  he  always  had  at  band  a  New  Testa- 
meort  with  his  breviaiy.  One  day,  in  1638,  he  was  heard  to  say,  without 
any  affectation,  to  a  man  who  was  wholly  devoted  to  him,  on  giving  him, 
<^ring  a  journey,  his  New  Testament  to  lay  it  by,  '  God  be.praised,  1  have 
finished  once  more  the  reading  of  the  New  Testament,  which  I  began 
again  for  that  purpose/  Another  time,  after  having  meditated  upon 
cliapters  ix. — xi.  to  the  Romans,  on  the  subject  of  some  new  interpretations 
upon  these  passages,  contrary  to  the  mind  of  St  Paul,  and  after  having 
ended  the  perusal  full  of  the  reasons  by  which  he  refuted  the  false  and 
erroneous  sentiments,  which  he  explained  in  conversation,  he  concluded  by 
returning  the  book,  and  saying,  with  simplicity  to  his  confessor,  who  was 
present,  '  See  here,  reverend  father,  the  ordinary  subject  of  my  medita- 
tions/ This  was  no  idle  boast.  It  was  a  thing  established  in  all  his 
houses,  in  the  court,  the  city,  and  the  country,  to  find  everywhere  upon 
his  bureau  a  Bible  and  a  concordance.  He  could  not  dispense  with  it, 
nor  Hve  without  it.  But  there  will  be  other  opportunities  of  speaking  of 
his  love  of  Holy  Scripture,  and  they  are  reserved  till  then.  He  will  never 
be  forgotten  in  his  last  illness,  during  which,  for  fifteen  months,  he  found 
neither  relief  nor  consolation  but  in  the  reading  of  the  sacred  Books.'* 

H»  admiration  for  At^stine  and  others  has  been  already 
mentioned^  and  it  would  not  be  right  to  omit  Origen,  whose 
^PRT  reflections^  and  tenderness  of  expression^  be  often  com- 
mended. He  did  more  than  commend  him^  he  borrowed  from 
hk  writings  freely  such  illustrations  and  ideas  as  he  found 
adsq>ted  to  his  purpose.  It  may  also  be  observed  that  Gregory 
of  Nazianzum  was  another  of  the  fathers  most  studied  by 
Bossuet. 

Studies  such  as  these  could  not  fail  to  produce  a  marked 
influence  upon  the  man.    Hence  we  find  that  through  life^  while 

c  2 
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he  had  the  moat  profound  attachment  to  the  Bible^  he  had  the 
most  childlike  submission  to  the  teachings  of  the  church  as 
represented  by  the  fathers  and  the  councils.  No  man  ever  more 
abhorred  novelties,  and  wherever  he  found  or  fancied  he  found 
them,  in  pope  or  priest,  in  the  church,  or  in  the  world,  be 
attacked  them  with  uniform  and  unsparing  perseverance.  He 
never  dreamed  of  thinking  otherwise  than  after  the  model  of  the 
ancients,  and  hence  we  find  him  often  in  contact  with  opinions 
which  were  after  all,  perhaps,  less  heretical  than  tlie  result  of 
modem  experiences,  and  of  mbdern  associations.  Had  his  idea 
of  the  duty  of  implicit  submission  to  the  teachings  of  the  churck 
during  thirteen  centuries  been  less  profound,  and  had  he  believed 
that  the  statements  of  the  fathers  and  the  decisions  of  councils 
were  to  be  interpreted  by  the  Scripture,  instead  of  Scripture  by 
them,  Bossuet  might  have  become  a  heretic  or  a  Protestant. 
His  candour,  honesty,  and  courage,  not  to  say  his  conscientious- 
ness, were  equal  to  anything.  But  he  was  a  priest,  he  was  a 
son  of  the  church,  and  dutiful  was  his  allegiance.  Hence  he 
never  wavered  in  his  attachment. 

But  while  at  Metz,  he  did  something  more  than  study.  He 
was  the  first  by  day  and  by  night  at  all  the  ofl&ces  of  the  church, 
as  if  his  only  talent  lay  in  celebrating  the  praises  of  God.  His 
piety  had  led  him  to  feel  that  in  the  Lord's  house  nothing  is 
mean,  but  that  everything  is  great ;  and  he  never  neglected  the 
least  of  his  duties.  He  appears  all  his  life  to  have  been  very 
fond  of  the  public  services  of  the  church,  and  particularly  the 
chanting  of  the  Psalms,  in  which  he  exhibited  considerable 
skill.  Apart  from  his  early  attachment  to  this  kind  of  occupa* 
tion,  he  was  endowed  with  a  voice  which  was  sweet,  sonorous, 
and  flexible,  and  withal  powerful  and  masculine.  He  displayed 
no  affectation,  and  was  heard  with  pleasure. 

The  fruits  of  his  study  and  devotion  soon  began  to  appear* 
The  Marshall  de  Schomberg  and  his  excellent  lady  often  urged 
him  to  preach  for  their  edification,  as  well  as  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  of  exercising  himself,  and  of  displaying  his  talents, 
which  they  were  anxious  should  be  better  known.  They  had  no 
greater  pleasure  than  in  hearing  him.  On  Sunday,  during 
Epiphany,  when  he  was  dining  with  them,  they  engaged  him  to 
give  them  a  sermon  appropriate  to  the  season.  It  was  impos- 
sible for  him  to  refuse,  although  he  was  not  fond  of  impromptu 
efforts,  and  thought  them  somewhat  disrespectful  to  the  Word 
of  God.  He  therefore  consented,  and  took  for  his  subject  the 
changing  of  water  into  wine.  He  took  occasion  from  this  to 
speak  of  the  law  changed  into  grace,  fear  changed  into  love,  and 
figures  changed  into  truth.     His  success  was  marked ;  his  bril- 
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liant  aad  pathetic  style  filled  his  hearers  with  as  much  admiration 
and  surprise,  as  his  extensive  knowledge  and  remarkable  facility. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  Bossuet  was  quite  right  in  his  dislike 
of  such  exhibitions  of  skill,  they  were  a  kind  of  spiritual  gladiator- 
ship  which  shocked  and  offended  his  piety,  as  beneath  the  dignity 
of  the  pulpit,  and  derogatory  from  the  solemnity  with  which  God's 
Word  should  be  heard  and  preached.  But  had  he  lived  in  our 
day,  he  would  have  witnessed  a  taste  equally  depraved,  and  far 
more  general,  and  he  would  have  seen  myriads  of  orthodox  and 
evangelical  Protestants  on  the  sdert  to  watch  every  similar  exhi- 
bition. JHow  many  modern  preachers  have  been  popular  because 
of  their  witty  speeches,  their  unblushing  egotism,  their  loud 
denunciation  of  others,  their  vulgar  jokes,  and  other  similar  stale, 
flat,  and  unprofitable  stuff?  How  many  wise  and  good,  earnest 
and  devout  men  of  character  have  been  left  to  preach  in  empty 
churches,  while  these  mountebanks,  or  enthusiasts,  religious 
quad^s,  and  upstart  gospel-mongers,  have  carried  the  church  and 
the  worid  before  them.  *'Not  this  man  but  Barabbas.  Now 
Barabbas  was  a  robber/^  This  digression  will  it  is  hoped  be 
excused  by  the  enlightened  reader. 

There  were  in  France  at  that  time  certain  titular  bishops, 
whose  care  was  not  for  the  flock  but  for  the  fleece.  Among 
them  we  have  already  alluded  to  Mazarin,  who  was  no  priest, 
but  held  the  see  of  Metz  with  the  title  of  bishop.  This  abuse 
was  very  common,  and  originated  chiefly  with  the  concordat  of 
Leo  X.  and  Francis  I.,  in  virtue  of  which  the  king  had  the  right 
of  nominating  to  the  bishoprics.  Of  course  he  made  use  of  his 
privilege  in  giving  the  best  benefices  to  the  younger  sons  of  good 
families,  to  his  bastards,  to  those  of  princes  and  of  great  men, 
who  neither  took  orders,  nor  practised  the  virtues  which  make 
men  worthy  of  them.  De  Verneuil,  as  already  named  above, 
another  titular  bishop,  was  the  illegitimate  son  of  Henry  IV.,  and 
whose  life  even  at  sixty  years  of  age  was  such  that  he  was  strongly 
recommended  to  marry.  This  he  could  not  do  as  a  bishop,  he 
therefore  renounced  his  diocese,  and  married  the  widow  of  the 
Duke  de  Sully.  It  is  some  consolation  to  know,  that  bad  as 
these  titular  bishops  often  were,  they  frequently  appointed  as 
their  vicars  men  of  real  excellence  and  piety,  who  were  a  bless- 
ing to  their  dioceses,  where  the  nominal  bishops  were  only 
known  as  the  recipients  of  the  revenues. 

Pierre  de  Bedacier,  a  member  of  the  order  of  Cluny,  first 
vicar-general  of  Marmoustier,  and  afterwards  bishop  of  Augusta, 
in  partibus,  was  then  suffragan  and  vicar-general  of  the  diocese 
of  Metz,  for  M.  De  Verneuil  the  titular  bishop,  and  filled  the 
same  post  under  succeeding  bishops.     This  man  was  very  much 
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attached  to  Bossuet^  of  wbom  he  had  so  high  an  opinion^  that 
he  often  took  his  advice  and  counsel^  and  employed  him  on  all 
kinds  of  occasions^  and  particularly  in  controTcrsy  with  the  Cal- 
vinists,  or  Reformed^  who  were  very  numerous  at  Metz. 

This  opened  before  him  a  field  of  labour^  which  his  ambition 
prompted  him  to  enter  on^  and  in  which  he  thought  he  could 
most  eflFectually  serve  the  church  to  which  he  bad  devoted  him- 
self. His  deep  study  and  admiration  of  the  fathers^  had  made 
his  soul  loathe  heresy,  and  in  nothing  would  he  have  greater 
satisfaction  than  in  imitating  their  zeal  for  the  conversion  of 
heretics.  But  the  Protestants  had  been  often  provoked^  and 
were  both  sensitive  and  suspicious ;  it  was,  therefore,  necessary 
before  all  things  to  conciliate  them  and  to  gain  their  confidence. 
To  this  task  Bossuet  forthwith  applied  himself,  and  his  reputa- 
tion for  knowledge,  talent,  piety,  and  other  good  qualities,  assisted 
him  in  it.  He  succeeded  in  gaining  the  good  will  of  some  of 
the  leading  Protestants  of  the  city,  and  was  on  terms  of  friend- 
ship with  Paul  Ferry,  a  man  of  wisdom,  a  literary  character, 
and  the  best  informed  and  most  influential  of  their  ministers. 
The  result  was,  that  those  who  had  any  doubts  about  the  re- 
formed religion  applied  to  him,  or  were  referred  to  him  by 
Bedacier,  and  the  Marshal  de  Schomberg. 

It  was  not  long  before  an  incident  occurred  which  enabled 
him  to  display  in  a  more  open  and  efficient  manner  his  zeal  for 
his  church. 

Bossuet  had  all  along  believed  that  to  strike  at  the  root  of 
the  evil  he  must  deal  with  the  Protestant  minister  himself,  and 
he  now  found  an  opportunity.  Ferry  published  a  Catechism  of 
which  the  title  was:< — CaUchisme  geniral  de  la  Reformation, 
prechi  dans  Metz,  Par  Paul  Ferry,  Ministre  de  la  Parole  de 
Dieu.  Sedan,  1654,  The  object  of  this  catechism  was  to  esta- 
blish these  two  propositions:  ^^1,  That  the  Reformation  was 
necessary.  2.  That  although  before  the  Reformation  a  man 
could  be  saved  in  the  communion  of  the  Roman  diurch,  it  was 
no  longer  possible.'^  The  Bishop  of  Augusta  had  no  sooner 
seen  this  work  than  he  saw  that  it  might  be  very  dangerous,  and 
forthwith  set  Bossuet  to  attempt  its  refutation.  The  task  was 
readily  undertaken,  and  in  1655  appeared  Bossuet's  first  printed 
work,  with  this  title :  Refutation  du  Catechisme  du  Sieur  Paui 
Ferry,  The  book  was  published  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Bishop  of  Augusta,  who  passed  a  very  high  encomium  upon  its 
author.  To  the  two  propositions  of  Ferry,  Bossuet  opposed  the 
following: — 1,  That  the  Reformation,  as  our  adversaries  have 
undertaken  it,  is  pernicious.  2.  That  if  salvation  were  once  pos- 
sible in  the  Roman  Church,  it  is  still  possible  in  that  communion. 
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These  propositions  he  endeavoured  to  estabKsh  on  Ferry's  own 
principles.  He  concluded  that  salvation  was  impossible  in  the 
reformed  churchy  because  salvation  was  not  possible  in  schism. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  give  a  few  additional  particulars 
concerning  this  treatise,  not  only  because  it  was  the  first  pub- 
lished work  of  Bossuet,  but  because  justice  cannot  otherwise  be 
done  to  the  controversy.  We  shall,  therefore,  add  a  few  notes 
and  observations  founded  upon  a  careful  examination  of  the 
writing,  which  undoubtedly  bears  the  impress  of  Bossuefs  pecu- 
liar genius,  and  exhibits,  more  or  less,  that  overbearing  power 
and  energy  which  characterized  his  subsequent  controversies 
with  Claude  and  Jurieu,  as  well  as  with  F^nelon  himself. 

And  now  see  all  their  difficulties  removed.  A  careful  study 
of  this  controversy  is  admirably  adapted  to  teach  us  that  charity 
which  hopeth  all  things,  and  that  forbearance  to  which  Ferry, 
not  less  than  Bossuet,  was  too  much  a  stranger. 

The  declarations  of  kindness  and  good  will  towards  the  Pro- 
testants, contained  in  this  first  work  of  Bossuet,  were  reiterated 
in  all  his  controversial  publications,  down  to  the  last.  Nor  is 
there  any  reason  to  doubt  his  sincerity.  As  we  proceed  we  shall 
find  him  giving  the  weight  of  his  sanction  to  measures  of  seve- 
rity;  but  he  did  this  not  only  A.  M.  D.  G.,*'  as  the  Jesuits  and 
others  would  Say,  but  also  because  he  fondly  hoped  it  would  be 
for  their  benefit  in  the  end.  A  terrible  doctrine  truly,  and  one 
which  would  justify  all  extremes  of  persecution. 

It  is  affirmed  that  Bossuet's  work  met  with  immense  success, 
and  gave  a  terrible  blow  to  the  Huguenot  party.  Ferry  himself, 
say*  Le  Dieu,  was  so  for  wrought  upon,  that  so  far  from  re- 
nouncing his  friendship  for  Ws  opponent,  he  had  a  number  of 
interviews  with  him  on  the  subject,  and  concluded  by  resolving 
to  renounce  Protestantism,  and  to  re-enter  the  church  from 
Which  he  had  unhappily  wandered.  Nothing  but  a  feeling  of 
false  honour  prevented  him  from  carrying  this  resolution  into 
eflRect  during  his  life-time.  But  his  purpose  was  known,  and  on 
his  death-bed  he  openly  professed  it  to  the  elders  of  the  con- 
sistory, and  to  the  members  of  his  family.  He  earnestly  re- 
quested to  see  M.  Bossuet,  to  place  in  his  hands  his  renunciation 
of  his  errors,  and  his  reconciliation  to  the  Romish  Church.  The 
fears  of  his  fellow- ministers  and  others  about  him  prevented  this 
request  from  being  complied  with,  and  he  died  nominally  a 
Protestant.  This  was  fourteen  years  after  the  publication  of 
Bossuet^s  refutation.  Whether  this  statement  is  true  or  not, 
the  Catholics  of  Metz  published  a  pamphlet  containing  a  narra- 

^  Ad  majorem  Dei  ghriam,  For  the  greater  glory  of  God. 
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tion  to  that  effect,  and  complaining  loudly  that  the  Protestants 
of  the  city  had  violated  their  consciences,  because  it  was  notori- 
ous that  their  elders,  and  the  relatives  of  Ferry,  had  jdaced  an 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  his  conversion,  by  preventing  his  inter- 
view with  Bossuet. 

We  are  not  in  a  position  to  deny  these  reports,  they  may  or 
they  may  not  be  true ;  we  hope,  and  we  think  they  are  not,  and 
yet  it  is  singular  that  Ferry  does  not  appear  to  have  replied  to 
the  refutation  of  his  work.  It  is  very  improbable  that  a  man 
should  retain  his  office  as  a  Protestant  minister  for  fourteen 
years  after  he  ceased  to  be  a  sincere  believer  of  the  doctrines  he 
preached,  and  especially  when  he  made  no  secret  of  the  change 
he  had  undergone.  The  part  which  relates  to  his  dying  wish 
may  be,  and  probably  is,  an  exaggerated  rumour. 

The  book  of  Bossuet  was,  however,  not  without  fruit.  From 
time  to  time  he  visited  Paris,  where  he  soon  became  much  talked 
of  in  consequence  of  his  displays  of  oratory.  He  pronounced 
the  panegyric  of  St.  Victor  in  the  abbey  of  that  saint;  the 
panegyric  of  St.  Peter  in  the  church  of  St.  Paul ;  and  that  of 
St.  Paul  in  the  same  church.  The  latter  was  on  the  festival  of 
the  conversion  of  St.  Paul,  fixim  the  text : — Surrewit  Paulus  de 
terra :  Saul  arose  from  the  earth.  On  this  occasion  he  set  forth 
all  the  power  of  victorious  grace  upon  hearts  the  most  rebellious, 
and  with  such  brilliancy  that  an  ear- witness  says  nothing  else  was 
talked  of,  and  his  discourse  was  called,  by  way  of  distinction,  the 
Surreant  Paulus  of  Bossuet.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  he 
was  particularly  happy  in  the  choice  of  his  texts,  and  in  the  con- 
struction of  his  plans,  while  his  style  of  composition  was  very 
elevated,  and  his  action  remarkably  impassioned.  No  wonder 
that  he  knew  how  to  gain  and  rivet  the  attention  of  his  hearers. 
Among  other  discourses  of  this  period,  there  was  one  preached 
for  the  Confrerie  du  Rosaire,  in  1657,  which  was  much  talked  of 
at  the  time. 

During  the  year  just  named  the  queen-mother  undertook  a 
journey  to  Metz,  where  she  frequently  heard  of  Bossuet  and  of 
his  efforts  for  the  conversion  of  the  Protestants.  It  was  said 
that  he  had  been  very  successful  in  his  endeavours  in  various 
ways,  and  especially  by  means  of  his  book.  The  prqudices  of 
the  reformed  were  said  to  be  giving  way,  and  many  were  favour- 
ably disposed  towards  the  Romish  CRurch.  A  mission,  as  it  was 
called,  or  a  special  effort  for  the  conversion  of  Protestants,  was 
resolved  upon.  The  Queen  appointed  Vincent  de  Paul,  in  whom 
she  placed  great  confidence,  to  superintend  this  mission.  He 
selected  from  among  the  members  of  his  Tuesday  conference, 
already  spoken  of,  those  who  were  considered  the  best  qualified,' 
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and  placed  the  Abb^  de  Chandenierj  nephew  of  Cardinal  de  la 
JBochefoucatdt^  at  their  head. 

An  active  correspondence  was  immediately  opened  between 
the  parties.  Vincent  de  Paul  wrote  to  Bossuet,  and  several 
letters  of  the  latter  to  him  are  still  extant.  This  was  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  1658.  It  appears  from  the  letters  that 
Bossuet  had  a  principal  hand  in  laying  plans  for  commencing 
operations.  The  queen  herself  addressed  to  him  a  lettre  de 
cachet,  which  the  bishop  of  Augusta  received  from  her  own 
hand.  At  length  the  priests>  who  had  been  chosen  for  the  mis- 
tical, went  down  to  Metz,  where  they  took  up  their  abode  with 
Bo^suet^  and  made  their  final  preparations  in  concert  with  him. 
The  mission  was  opened  on  Ash-Wednesday^  1658.  First  came 
a  course  of  sermons  in  the  cathedral  and  in  the  parish  church  of 
4he  citadel  of  M^z.  In  this  latter  Bossuet  preached,  and  left 
the  episcopal  pulpit^  which  he  had  often  occupied,  to  the  mis- 
siox^iries  from  Paris.  Next  came  a  series  of  conferences  for  the 
particular  instruction  of  Protestants.  Bossuet  was  the  soul  of 
the  movement,  indicating  those  of  whom  he  hoped  favourably, 
and  in  fact  directing  everything.  They  were  so  well  satisfied 
with  the  results  of  this  enterprize,  that  Chandenier  wrote  to 
Vincent  de  Paul  to  say  how  much  they  owed  to  the  "  Apostolic 
labours  of  the  Abbe  Bossuet,  and  to  the  protection  of  the  bishop 
of  Augusta,^'  adding  that  both  well  merited  special  letters  of 
thanks  from  him.  These  letters  of  thanks  were  duly  forwarded, 
and  Bossuet  was  especially  felicitated  on  the  part  he  had  taken. 

Bossuet  did  not  forget  this,  and  many  years  later,  when  he 
wrote  to  the  pope  to  solicit  the  canonization  of  Vincent  de  Paul, 
he  made  use  of  these  words :  ^'  Fuit  etiam  illud  nobis  desideratis- 
simum  tempus  quo  eorum  laboribus  sociati,  Metensen^ecclesiam, 
in  qua  tunc  ecclesiasticis  officiis  fungebamur,  in  vitse  pascua  de- 
ducere  conabamur :  cujus  missionis  fructus  venerabilis  Vincentii 
non  modo  piis  instigationibus,  verum  etiam  precibus  tribuendos, 
nemo  non  sensit/''^ 

One  of  the  consequences  of  this  mission  was,  that  the  bishop, 
who  was  very  anxious  for  the  conversion  of  heretics,  established 
in  his  diocese  a  community  of  ladies,  who  were  to  undertake  the 
instruction  of  their  own  sex,  at  least  of  such  as  were  inclined  to 
become  Catholics.  Bossuet  was  appointed  their  superior,  and 
drew  up  a  series  of  regulations  for  the  community — which  was 
afterwards  printed. 

^  That  was  also  to  us  a  blessed  season,  in  whicb,  associated  in  their  labours, 
we  endeavoured  to  lead  the  church  of  Metz  into  the  pastures  of  life :  every  one 
perceived  that  the  results  of  that  mission  were  to  be  ascribed  not  only  to  the 
pious  suggestions  of  the  venerable  Vincent,  but  also  to  his  prayers. 
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In  Lent,  1658,  Bossuet  preached  to  the  Minims  of  the  Place 
Boyale  to  overflowing  audiences.  His  pane^ric  of  St.  fVancis 
de  Paul,  and  that  of  St.  Theresa/  had  a  marvellous  success.  He 
was  at  that  time  in  Paris  on  the  business  of  the  church  of  Metz, 
which  not  only  placed  in  him  implicit  confidence,  but  sought  to 
honour  iUdf  by  honouring  hiift. 

To  return  to  Vincent  de  Paul.  His  attachment  to  Bossuet 
was  such  that  he  earnestly  requested  and  induced  him  to  conduct 
the  conferences  for  the  Easter  ordination  at  St.  Lazarein  1669, 
and  for  the  Whitsuntide  ordinations  in  1660,  on  the  27th  of 
September,  of  which  year  Vincent  went  the  way  of  all  flesh. 
His  successor,  Ren^  Almeras,  cbntinued  the  liaison  with  Bossuet, 
and  engaged  him  to  conduct  the  conferences  for  the  ordinations 
of  1663  and  1669.  These  engagements  of  Bossuet  were  so  po- 
pular, that  those  who  were  to  be  ordained  endeavoured  to  arrange 
for  the  time  when  they  could  listen  to  him.  Testimony  to  this 
effect  is  borne  by  the  Abbe  Claude  Pleury,  who  was  one  of 
them,  and  subsequently  attained  to  great  eminence  by  his  ap- 
pointment as  sub-preceptor  of  the  Duke  de  Bourgogne,  son  of 
Louis  the  Dauphin,  and  confessor  6f  his  son,  afterwaipds  Loui^  XV. 
Fleury^s  life  at  court,  says  Voltaire,  was  one  of  solitude  and 
labour.  He  was  the  associate  of  P6ndon,  was  a  member  of  the 
French  Academy,  was  prior  of  Argentenil,  and  was  author  of  a 
number  of  works,  among  which  Ecclesiastical  Hisiory  is  perhaps 
best  known  wad  most  valued.  He  wad  the  Mend  of  Bossuet,  who 
many  years  after  corresponded  with  him,  as  is  shewn  by  Le  Dieu, 
in  his  journal.     Pleury  died  in  1722. 

Bossuet  continued  his  connexion  with  St.  Laaare  till  his 
decease,  and  fit^uent  references  to  it  ¥rill  foe  found  in  his  life 
and  writings. 

While  Bossuet  resided  in  Paris,  at  the  deputy  of  the  chureh 
of  Metz,  he  lodged  at  the  deanery  of  St.  Thomas  du  Louvre, 
where  dwelt  at  that  time-several  other  persons  of  literary  habits, 
and  of  sterling  worth.  Among  them  are  mentioned,  De  Lamet, 
his  old  friend,  like  himself  a  doctor  of  Navarre,  and  dean  of  the 
church  of  St.  Thomas.  This  De  Lamet  was  of  a  noble  family  in 
Picardy,  and  was  equally  distinguished  for  his  attainments  and 
for  his  integrity.  He  was  closely  attached  to  the  Cardinal  de 
Eetz,  whom  he  followed  in  his  honour  and  in  his  dishonour. 
The  cardinal  himself  bears  witness  to  this  incidentally  in  his 
Memoirs,  where  he  says :  "  L^abb^  de  Lamet,  mon  maitre  de 
chambre,  qui  n^a  jamais  voulu  toucher  un  sol  de  moi  dans  tout 
le  cours  de  ma  disgrace,  ^toit  moins  capable  du  dernier  (cove- 
tousness),  qu'homme  que  je  connoisse.  Son  humeur,  naturelle- 
ment  difficultueuse,  faisoit  qu'il  etoit  asse^  susceptible  du  pre- 
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mier  (anger)  pareequ'U  iioit  ichmkSi  pwr  Joly.'^'  De  Lemet 
was  distiBguished  as  a  cawiist^  was  the  direetor  of  a  nnmber  of 
religious  houses,  was  chaplain  to  criminals  at  the  place  of  execu- 
tion^ and  liberally  provided  for  the  support  of  poor  students;  he 
died  in  1661^  being  then  seventy  years  of  age,  and  consequently 
the  senior  of  Bossuet.  Other  meoabers  of  this  family  gathering 
were  the  Abbe  du  Flessis,  de  la  Brunetiere,  afterwards  Grand 
Yicaire  of  Paris  and  bishop  of  Saintes ;  the  Abbe  d^Hocquinoourt, 
afterwards  bishop  of  Verdun;  the  Abb^  Janon,  his  relative ;  the 
Abbe  Tallemant,  the  elder,  prior  of  St.  Irenaeus,  <^  Lyons,  and 
St.  Laurent,  who  was  charged  with  the  introduction  of  the  am- 
bassadors to  the  prince  royal,  and  translator  of  Plutarch.  Such 
were  the  companions  of  bis  sojourn  at  Paris,  and  doubtless  in 
their  society  he  passed  a  happy  time. 

But  in  the  month  of  October,  1660,  his  friend  and  patron, 
Pierre  de  Bedacier,  bishop  of  Augusta,  fell  sick  on  his  way  from 
Paris  to  Metz,  at  Ch&teau-Thierry,  and  died  at  the  Ch&teau  du 
Charmel.  Anxious  to  shew  his  good  will  and  esteem  for  Bossuet^ 
be  summoned  him  to  Charmel,  and  placed  iu  his  hands  the 
deanery  of  Gassicourt,  near  Mantes,  of  the  order  of  Cluny. 
Mazarin^  who  was  abbot  of  Cluny,  took  the  prddminary  mea- 
sures for  collating  him  to  this  benefice,  but  dying  soon  after,  in 
March,  1661,  his  right  was  cont^ted.  A  lawsuit  was  insti- 
tuted, and  Bossuet  was  confirmed  in  his  title  by  the  kindness  of 
the  Abbe  le  Tellier,  afterwards  archbishop  of  Biidms,  his  friend, 
who  satined  the  opposing  daimant  by  the  gift  of  a  priory  in  his 
nomination. 

The  friend  of  Bossuet  wondered  that  he  was  so  little  pro- 
moted, .but^  in  fact,  he  was  so  occu{ned  with  his  studies  and  his 
ministry,  that  he  thought  little  of  promotion.  One  proposed  to 
make  him  oure  of  St  EuBtadbie,  another  cure  of  St.  Sulpice,  but 
he  obtained  neither  place.  In  1662,  however,  the  deanery  of 
Met2s  became  vacant,  and  the  canons  unanimously  offered  it  to 
him.  There  was  one  Royer,  formerly  a  canon,  who  was  anxious 
to  obtain  this  dignity.  He  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Bossuet, 
and  had  given  him  the  canonicate  which  he  had  held  so  long. 
He  was  very  old,  and  was  anxious  to  die  the  dean  of  Metz.  He 
thereg^re  came  to  Bossuet,  and  begged  to  be  allowed  to  stand 
before  him.  "  You  are  young,"  said  he,  ^^  and  I  am  old,  you 
will  come  to  it  in  your  turn,  and  I  promise  not  to  keep  the 
place  more  than  two  yeajrs."  Bossuet  told  him  he  would  consent 
with  all  his  heart,  and  not  to  place  any  obstacle  in  his  way,  with- 
drew from  Metz  during  the  election,  and  went  to  Paris.     Royer 

»  M^oirea  du  CardiTuA  de  Betz.    Li  v.  v.     Sub.  Ann.,  1655.    Joly  was  tho 
cardinal's  secretary,  and  also  the  author  of  Memoirs. 
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was  appointed  in  1662^  and  true  ^o  Ms  w<»*d;  died  two  jeaars 
afterwards.  Bossuet  was  elected  his  successor  in  September^ 
1664!^  and  his  income  was  thereby  raised  to  from  eight  to  ten 
thousand  livres  per  annum/  on  which  he  thought  himself  passing 
rich^  and  was  satisfied  with  his  condition. 

From  the  fact  that  we  find  among  his  friends  persons  at^ 
tached  to  the  c^posite  parties  of  Cardinal  Mazarin  and  de  Rels^ 
it  would  seem  that  he  took  no  part  in  the  political  questions  of 
the  time.  In  this  he  acted  wisely  and  in  harmony  with  bis  pro-> 
fession  and  desire  to  be  simply  and  only  an  eccl^astic.  Eren 
in  after  life  he  had  very  little  to  do  with  the  ai&irs  and  meaaures 
of  state^  except  when  connected  directly  with  religion. 

Bossuet's  reputation  had  made  him  many  fri^oids  among  tbe 
princes  and  great  lords  at  court.  The  Prince  de  Conde  had  long 
known  and  esteemed  him.  Turenne  also  cherished  for  him  a 
warm  affection.  This  great  man  was  bom  in  1611.  Originally 
a  Protestant;  and  for  many  years  the  most  distinguished  man  of 
that  profession  in  France,  he  eventually  attached  himself  for- 
mally to  the  Roman  communion,  and  was  received  by  the  Arcb* 
bishop  of  Paris.  He  had  obtained  the  glory  of  being  one  of  the 
greatest  warriors  and  generals  of  his  age,  and  his  conversion,  if 
conversion  it  could  be  called,  although  made  so  much  of  at  the 
time,  and  after  his  death  by  Flechier,  who  pronounced  over  him 
a  magnificent  oration,  added  nothing  to  the  lustre  of  his  cha- 
racter, and  not  much  to  his  political  influence.  The  story  told 
by  De  Eetz  of  the  attempt  of  the  bishop  of  Lisieux  to  convert 
Turenne,  is  too  long  for  insertion,  but  shews  with  sufficient  plain- 
ness that  he  was  tdiogether  a  man  of  the  world,  and  not  pos- 
sessed by  any  very  deep  religious  convictions  of  any  sort. 
Flechier  makes  him  a  hero  before  his  conversion,  and  no  docibt 
he  was  one,  but  it  is  to  be  feared  he  was  not  quite  so  much  of  a 
saint  afterwards  as  the  preacher  represents  him.  One  after 
another  the  noble  members  of  the  reformed  church  had  deserted 
it.  Turenne  had  but  followed  their  example — that  of  Conde,  for 
instance.  The  families  of  Bouillon,  Chatillon,  Rohan,  Sully, 
Tremoille,  had  acceded  to  the  wish  of  the  king,  and  entered  the 
Catholic  church.  Those  that  remained  were  few  but  noble, 
among  them  were  Count  de  Schomberg,  the  Duke  de  la  Force, 
a  branch  of  the  house  of  La  Bochefoucault,  numerous  descendants 
of  the  famous  Duplessis  Momay,  the  Marquis  de  Ruvigny,  and 
others  of  inferior  note.^  The  abjuration  of  Turenne,  about 
1667,  added  to  the  weakness,  and  perhaps  to  the  woes  of  tbe 

/  Not  more  than  400  pounds  sterling. 

f  De  Felice,  Histoire  dea  Frotestanta  de  France. 
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party  he  abandoned.     His  death  took  place  on  the  battle-field^ 
near  Sassbach^  in  the  year  1675. 

Another  of  Bossuet's  friends  in  high  places  was  the  Abb^, 
afterwards  Cardinal  de  BouiUon^  who  some  years  later  took  the 
part  of  Fenelon  in  the  discussions  relating  to  Quietism^  and 
when  at  Rome  used  his  utmost  endeavonrs  to  thwart  the  mea- 
sures taken  by  Louis  XIY.  for  the  condemnation  of  the  femous 
Maxims  of  the  Saints.*  As  might  be  expected^  this  conduct  lost 
£df  him  the  favour  of  the  king,  who  ordered  him  back  to  France. 
He  shewed  the  independence  of  his  spirit  by  refusing  to  obey 
the  royal  mandate^  and  was  in  consequence  deprived  of  all  his 
dignities  and  benefices.  We  shall  most  probably  meet  with  him 
again  when  we  come  to  speak  of  the  unhappy  and  disgraceful 
eontroversy  to  which  the  circumstances  alluded  to  refer,  near  the 
close  of  the  life  of  Bossuet. 

Among  his  patrons,  Bossuet  also  reckoned  the  distinguished 
Chancellor  Michel  le  Tellier,  whose  name  is  constantly  met 
with  in  the  histories  of  the  time.  He  was  bom  in  1603,  of  an 
honourable  family,  and  early  attained  to  eminence  in  the  legal 
profession.  He  was  selected  in  1643,  by  Cardinal  Mazarin,  to 
fill  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State.  He  was  always  particularly 
attached  to  his  sover^gn,  of  whose  ministers  he  was  one  of  the 
most  fedihfnl  and  disinterested.  He  retired  soon  after  Mazarin, 
during  the  storm  of  1651,  but  was  speedily  recalled,  and  when 
the  cardinal  was  compelled  a  second  time  to  give  way  and  leave 
the  kingdom,  upon  Le  Tellier  lay  almost  the  entire  burden  of 
the  administration.  As  a  reward  for  his  services,  when  order 
was  restored,  he  was  made  grand  treasurer  in  1654,  with  unli- 
mited centred  over  the  royal  coffers.  When,  in  1677,  Louis 
made  him  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seals  and  Chancellor  of  France, 
being  then  seventy-four  years  of  age,  he  said  to  the  king,  ^^  Sire, 
you  have  honoured  my  family,  and  crowned  my  tomb.'^  He  was 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  that  religious  communion  to  which  he 
belonged.  He  maintained  the  liberties  of  the  Oallican  church 
with  vigour,  *^He  regarded  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes  as  one  of  the  greatest  events  of  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV. 
Only  consulting  the  advantage  of  seeing  the  church  and  state 
revenged  for  all  that  modem  heretics  had  made  tiiem  suffer,  he 
sealed  with  extreme  satisfaction  and  with  tears  of  joy  the  de- 
claration which  abrogated  that  ancient  Edict,  and  testified,  like 
that  holy  old  man, Simeon,  that  he  departed  from  the  world  in 
peace  and  consolation,  now  that  he  had  seen  the  accomplish- 

*  M^movres  de  St.  Simon.  Vol.  ii.,  chap.  1 ,  where  St.  Simon  narrates  the 
circamstasce  in  a  very  indignant  tone. 
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meiit  of  bis  desires.'**  It  is  not  every  one  wbo  can  participate 
in  his  delight  at  this  arbitrary,  tyrannical  and  njonstrous  mea- 
sure. Le  TelHer  died  on  October  28,  1685,  at  tbe  age  of  eighty- 
three  years,  and  Bossnet  pronounced  over  him  one  of  his  splendid 
fnneral  oratioDs,  an  oration  in  which,  however,  be  exhibits  him- 
self in  the  nnenviafale  character  of  apologist  and  panegyrist  of 
that  cmel  and  suicidal  act  which  took  from  the  Protestants  of 
France  their  legal  existence. 

To  return  to  our  narrative.  The  Marchioness  de  Sennecy 
and  the  Countess  de  Pleix  were  very  anxious  that  Bossuet  should 
j^reaoh  before  tbe  queen-mother,  and  watched  their  opportunity. 
This  occurred  before  long.  It  appears  that  the  queen  was  in 
the  habit  of  frequenting  the  church  of  the  Peuillans,  in  the  Rue 
St.  Honor^  for  tiie  purpose  erf  performing  her  devotions.  There 
also  M.  Bossuet,  secretary  of  tbe  council,  had  a  chapel,  and  was 
in  consequence  on  biendty  terms  with  tbe  Feuillans,  from  whom 
he  veadily  obtained  parmisskm  for  his  relative  tbe  abb£  to  pro- 
nounce tbe  panegyric  of  St.  Joseph,,  on  which  occasion  be  bad 
no  doubt  tbe  queeci  would  be  there.  She  came,  as  was  expected, 
aecoffipamed  by  her  maids  of  honour.  Scarcely  had  the  abb€ 
named  bis  text,  depositttm  cusiodi  (keep  that  which  is  committed 
ta  thy  trust)  than  tfa^  interest  of  his  hearers  was  excited,  and 
they  battened  with  delight  to  his  eloquence.  Tbe  preacher  expa- 
tiated upon  tbe  profuiKlity  of  the  cKvine  counsek  in  reference  to 
the  Incarnation,  the  secret  of  which  had  been  committed  as  a 
saered  trust  to  Joseph,  as  well  as  the  care  of  Christ  and  of  his 
holy  mother.  He  shewed  the  wisdom  of  Joseph  in  reference 
to  this  mystery,  an  unbrc^en  silence  all  his  life,  without  seeking 
to  derive  honour  from  it  to  himself.  The  success  of  tbe  sermon 
was  so  great  that  the  queen  forthwith  requested  its  repetition 
tbe  following  year.  Bossuet  was  himself  accustomed  to  speak  of 
it  as  one  of  the  best  sermons  he  had  made.  Santeuil  de  St. 
Victor,  who  was  present,  was  so  smitten  with  admiration  of  this 
discourse,  that  he  often  afterwards  spoke  of  it,  and  in  a  hymn 
which  he  wrote  in  honour  of  Joseph,  employed  the  words  depo- 
sUum  Dei  in  the  same  sense  as  the  preacher  had  done.  The 
sermon  was  afterwards  known  as  the  depositum  cusiodi} 

To  return  to  the  preaching  of  Bossuet.  On  September  8, 
1660,  he  delivered  a  sermon  before  tbe  queen  and  a  full  court, 
on  occasion  of  Madame  de  Bouillon  taking  the  veil.  This  lady 
was  sister  of  the  Cardinal  de  Bouillon.  In  1661,  he  preached 
during  Lent  in  the  chapel  of  the  CarmeUtes,  commencing  with 

•'  Hittaire  abrig^de  M.  TeUUr,  prefixed  to  the  faneral  oration  of  BosBrot. 
i  Account  of  oantenil. 
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the  sermon  on  the  Purification^  which  had  great  suocess*  Large 
audiences  attended  to  hear  these  sermons^  which  were  founded 
upon  the  Gospels  for  the  day.  Among  his  hearers  might  be 
seen  not  a  few  eminent  for  their  learning  and  lit^ary  character, 
and  in  eyerj  corner  of  the  pUoe  the  Fort-Boyalists  distinguished 
tfaemselyes  by  the  zeal  with  which  they  excited  the  applause  of 
the  congregation.  Noel  de  la  I^ane,  of  a  good  £amily  in  Paris, 
and  doctor  in  theology,  and  the  Abbe  de  Valcroissant,  equally 
CToinentfor  his  learnings  his  piety,  and  his  active  defence  of  Jan- 
senius,  at  Eome,  were  especially  distinguished.  YalcrcHSsant 
lived  at  Navarre,  where  he  had  witnessed  Bossuet^s  growth  in 
piety  and  virtue ;  he  was  devotedly  attached  to  him,  and  was 
among  his  most  constant  hearers. 

The  association  of  Bossuet  with  the  Carmdites  continued  till 
liis  death.  This  was  owing  not  merely  to  the  high  opinion  he 
had  of  their  piety,  but  to  the  fact  that  among  their  members 
were  to  be  &und  the  relations  of  not  a  few  of  has  illustrious 
£riends. 

In  Lent,  1661,  he  repeated  hi&  deposiium  custodi  according 
to  the  request  and  in  the  presence  of  the  court.  The  queen* 
mother  had  been  so  delighted  with  this  sermon  the  year  before 
that  she  followed  the  preacher  wherever  he  was  called  upon  to 
display  his  eloquence.  His  success  procured  for  him  the  honour 
of  ]lreaching  before  the  king  himself.  This  was  in  Advent, 
1661,  when  he  was  but  thirly-four  yeara  of  age.  He  also 
preadted  before  the  king  in  Lent,  1662.  His  Migesty  was  so 
delighted  that  he  had  a  letter  written  and  sent  in  his  name  to 
Bossuet^s  aged  father,  at  Metz,  complimenting  him  on  the  t^nta 
of  his  son,  and  declaring  the  satisfaction  with  which  he  had 
heard  him. 

During  this  year  Bossuet  was  offered  the  deanery  of  Metz,  of 
which  mention  has  been  already  made. 

Madame  de  Montpensier,  whose  r^ative>  Madame  Henrietta 
de  Lorraine,  was  abbess  of  Jouarre,  took  with  her  Bossuet  to 
preach  at  the  festival  of  AU-Saints,  in  1662.  He  took  for  his 
text  the  words  ^^  Amen,  Alleluia,^^  '^  praise  and  tiianksgiving,^' 
in  which  he  made  all  the  life  of  the  blessed  to  consist  according 
to  the  opinion  of  Augustine.  The  Alleluia  sermon  was  much 
talked  of  at  the  time. 

In  1663,  Bossuet  preacl^  in  Lent  at  Yfd-de-Grace  before 
the  queen,  who  admired  him  exceedingly  and  regarded  him  as 
her  preacher  in  ordinary. 

It  would  be  impossible,  and  is  unnecessary  to  notice  all  his 
sermons,  but  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  he  this  year  (1663) 
preached  his  first  funeral  oration.  Nieolas  Comet,  grand  master 
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of  Navarre,  and  the' friend  of  Bossuet  from  his  youth,  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-one,  the  18th  of  April,  1663.  Nine  days  after 
his  death  a  solemn  service  was  performed  in  the  chapel  oS.  the 
college  where  he  had  been  buried.  De  la  Motte  Houdancourt, 
Archbishop  of  Auch,  officiated  pontifically,  and  the  Archbishop 
of  Paris,  with  many  other  prelates,  were  present.  Bossuet  pro- 
nounced the  funeral  oration,  and  manifested  thereby  his  extraor- 
dinary fitness  for  that  kind  of  composition.  Of  the  oration  for 
Cornet  it  may  suffice  to  say,  that  although  printed  many  years 
after,  the  published  copy  was  considered  as  not  doing  justice  to 
the  orator,  who  refused  to  acknowledge  it. 

The  activity  of  Bossuet  was  incessant;  besides  his  frequei^ 
preaching  and  other  ministerial  engagements,  he  conducted  the 
examinations  of  students  for  various  scholarships  and  such  like, 
in  which  he  more  than  sustained  the  reputation  he  had  already 
acquired. 

In  1664,  the  duke  de  Luynes,  who  had  formed  a  very  high 
opinion  of  Bossuet,  took  him,  in  company  with  the  bishop  of 
P6rigueux,  to  the  abbey  of  Jouarre,  where  his  two  daughters 
were  about  to  make  their  profession.  The  bishop  preached  on 
the  7th  of  May,  and  Bossuet  on  the  8th. 

To  this  year  may  probably  be  assigned  the  commencement 
of  Bossuet's  active  exertions  in  reference  to  Jansenius  and  the 
nuns  of  Port- Royal.  A  few  words  of  explanation  will  be  neces- 
sary, although  it  is  needless  to  enter  upon  the  details  of  that 
famous  controversy  which  employed  some  of  the  ablest  pens  in 
Prance,  and  drew  the  attention  of  Europe ;  but  is  now  rightly  re- 
garded by  some  of  the  most  thoughtful  men  as  a  discussion  from 
which  no  practical  advantages  could  ever  be  expected.  It  is  too 
frequently  the  case  that  theological  dispute  waxes  hot  in  propor- 
tion as  it  becomes  involved  and  conversant  with  abstract  specu- 
lations.    And  so  it  was  here. 

Cornelius  Jansenius  was  bom  in  Holland,  in  1585,  and  even- 
tually became  bishop  of  Ypres,  where  he  died  in  1638,  He  was 
the  author  of  several  works,  and  among  others  of  one  called 
Auffustinus,  which  was  not  published  till  after  his  death.  This 
work  was  directed  against  the  views  of  the  Jesuits  respecting 
divine  grace.  The  Jesuits  forthwith  attacked  the  work,  and 
profusely  extracted  from  it  five  propositions,  which  they  suc- 
ceeded in  having  condemned  at  B.ome  by  the  Pope  Innocent  X. 
The  Port-Royalists  accepted  the  condemnation  of  the  heretical 
propositions,  but  not  as  the  doctrine  of  Jansenius.  The  Jesuits 
next  succeeded  in  getting  these  propositions  condemned  as  the 
doctrine  of  Jansenius.  On  this  question  a  controversy  arose 
which  was  carried  on  for  a  century.     The  Port- Royalists  refused 
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to  sign  the  declaration.  Antoine  Arnauld  and  the  school  of 
Port-Royal  persevered  in  this  refusal,  in  which  they  were  imi- 
tated by  the  nuns  of  Port«Royal,  whose  abbess  was  Arnauld^s 
sister.  Bossuet  believed  that  these  parties  were  right,  as  it  re- 
spected their  doctrine,  but  that  they  were  wrong  in  refusing  to 
admit  the  heresy  ascribed  to  Jansenius.  He  therefore  went  to 
Port-Royal  with  De  Perefixe  the  Archbishop  of  Paris,  and  en- 
deavoured to  persuade  the  nuns  to  subscribe  the  second  condem- 
nation. Failing  in  this  object,  he  wrote  to  them  a  long  and 
elaborate  letter,  in  which  he  endeavours  not  so  much  to  prove 
the  heresy  of  Jansenius,  as  the  duty  of  submission  to  the  autho- 
rity of  the  church  and  of  the  Holy  See.  This  letter  is  a  curious 
specimen  of  reasoning.  It  is  full  of  illustrations  from  the  history 
of  the  church,  and  exhibits  its  writer  as  a  man  able  and  earnest 
in  controversy.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
principles  laid  down  in  this  letter  are  such  as  none  but  those  who 
are  prepared  to  sacrifice  their  own  reason  and  even  conscience 
could  be  found  to  admit.  There  are  passages  which  may  be 
admirable  as  casuistry,  but  they  utterly  fail  to  convince  such  as 
are  not  prepared  to  go  the  lengths  he  went.  No  wonder  that 
the  simple-minded  nuns  held  fast  their  resolution. 

Q. 


Papyri. — The  subject  of  ancient  papyri  is  now  of  so  much  interest,  that  I 
venture  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  manufacture  of  that  material  for  writing. 
— The  fibrous  stem  of  the  papyrus  plant  was  first  cut  into  lengths  of  from  eight 
to  twelve  inches.  These  pieces  were  then  sliced  into  slips  of  about  ope-eighth 
or  one-tenth  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  and  the  outer  skin,  or  bark,  removed.  A 
series  oT  these  slips  was  then  laid  side  by  side  quite  close  together,  and  longi- 
tudinally, upon  a  smooth  flat  stone ;  over  the  lamina  thus  obtained,  a  second 
series  of  slips,  likewise  side  by  side  and  touching  each  other,  were  placed  at 
right  angles  to  those  beneath.  The  whole  was  finally  covered  with  a  flat,  smooth 
stone  or  board,  and  kept  under  sufficient  pressure  till  dry,  the  gum  in  the  plant 
itself  causing  perfect  cohesion,  and  likewise  rendering  the  surface  sufficiently 
hard  and  unabsorbent  to  bear  out  the  ink  or  colour  used  by  the  scribe.  The  ver- 
tical slips  differed  from  the  longitudinal,  inasmuch  as  a  single  length  formed 
the  entire  width  of  the  page  or  roll,  whereas  the  longitudinal  slips  were  continued 
to  any  length  required  for  the  roll  or  volume  by  being  placed  like  the  stones  in 
a  wall.  It  appears  to  have  been  the  usual,  it  not  invariable  practice,  to  use 
the  side  of  the  vertical  slips  as  the  surface  for  writing  upon,  the  reason  for  which 
is  the  facility  afforded  by  the  structure  for  rolling  that  side  inwards,  the  vertical 
fibres  compressing  more  easily  than  would  the  longitudinal.  All  papyri  are  thus 
formed,  the  fibrous  laminse  intersecting  eafch  other  at  right  angles,  and  in  no 
instance  is  any  ancient  writing  on  a  single  lamina  of  fibres. — Joseph  Bonomi  in 
the  Parthenon. 
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NOTES  OF  A  VISIT  TO  MALTA. 
By  the   late  Rev.   John  Chapman. 

Saint  Paul's  Bay. — Tuesday,  January  22,  1861,  was  a  lovely 
morning,  and  so  I  proposed  to  my  two  companions,  at  Mrs. 
Lowe's  boarding  house  at  Sliema,  that  we  should  embrace  it  to 
visit  St.  Paul's  Bay.  About  ten,  therefore,  we  sallied  forth  to 
obtain  a  spring  car  to  convey  us,  and  were  very  fortunate  in 
meeting  near  our  house  the  driver  of  whom  we  were  in  search, 
Paolo  Zammut,  one  of  the  few  Maltese  who  could  be  at  all 
depended  on.  Paolo  was  an  honest  obliging  fellow,  who  was  for 
some  time  a  servant  at  the  college,  whence  I  suppose  it  arose  that 
he  spoke  English  very  fairly.  Laying  in  then  a  small  stock  of 
sandwiches  for  ourselves,  ana  provender  for  the  horse,  we  set  off 
about  10*30  in  Paolo's  car.  But  no  one  accustomed  to  an 
English  car  will  at  all  imagine  what  our  vehicle  was  like.  I 
have  been  in  English,  Scotch,  Irish,  Welsh,  Swiss,  French  cars, 
and  those  of  half  a  dozen  other  countries,  but  a  Maltese  car  (or 
go-cart  as  it  is  usually  called)  is  unlike  each  and  all,  and  yet  it 
is  the  most  simple  of  all,  for  it  consists  of  nothing  but  a  flat 
floor  of  the  usual  width,  and  about  seven  feet  long,  on  two 
wheels.  On  this  flat  surface  a  carpet  is  spread,  and  on  the 
carpet  the  traveller  lies,  sits,  squats,  in  short,  places  himself  in 
the  least  uncomfortable  posture  he  can.  About  a  third  of  the 
length  from  the  front  is  a  division  about  a  foot  high,  and  this 
serves  as  a  pillow  to  the  recumbent  voyager,  while  the  space 
before  it  serves  as  a  seat  for  the  driver  when  he  is  not  running 
at  the  side.  In  order  to  accommodate  three,  one  of  our  number 
had  to  share  this  front  place  with  the  driver,  whilst  I  and 
another  mounted  up  behind,  and  as  there  was  a  footstep  we 
rode  with  our  feet  on  that ;  sitting  as  on  the  back  seat  of  a  dog- 
cart. 

All  being  ready,  then,  we  set  off,  and  went  up  the  hill  on  the 
Bircircara  road,  at  the  top  of  which  we  turned  off  to  the  right, 
and  got  into  a  narrow  lane  which  I  have  often  of  late  walked 
along,  but  which  I  found  must  be  ridden  along  in  a  car  if  one 
would  learn  its  miseries.  Now,  the  ruts  were  in  some  parts  at 
least  a  foot  deep,  worn  into  the  soft  rock  by  the  continual  traffic  of 
stone-carts  which  constantly  are  passing  along  this  way.  These 
ruts  were  half  filled  with  a  light  mud,  and  ever  and  anon  our 
car  would  completely  fall  into  one  of  them,  sending  a  fountain 
of  mud  in  every  direction,  and  jolting  us  against  the  wheels 
which  were  just  level  with  our  shoulders,  and  therefore  com- 
pletely beplastering  us.     Fortunately,  however,  the  mud  was  of 
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a  light  sandy  character,  such  as  would  soon  brush  oflf.  After 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  this  we  got  into  the  Casal  Nasciar 
road,  which  was  a  very  good  one,  and  here  we  trotted  on  merrily. 
Passing  through  Casal  Nasciar  (which  we  ought  not  to  have 
done,  but  to  have  left  it  on  our  left  hand)  we  soon  arrived  at  the 
chapel  on  Nasciar  heights,  from  whence  a  lovely  view — the  best 
I  should  think  in  Malta,  is  obtained  of  St.  Paulas  Bay ;  on  the 
right,  CittA  Vecchia  perched  up  on  its  commanding  eminence; 
on  the  left,  the  beautiful  valley  and  distant  hills  between  the 
two,  the  island  of  Goro  looming  in  the  distance.  One  could  not 
help  picturing  the  great  apostle  journeying  up  that  valley  to  the 
capital,  and  the  residence  of  Publius,  as  it  undoubtedly  was  at 
all  events  oflScially.  The  bay  now  looked  just  at  our  feet  as  if 
we  could  run  down  to  it  in  a  few  minutes,  and  yet  it  must  be 
five  miles  from  this  spot.  After  stretching  our  legs  and  enjoying 
the  prospect  for  a  few  minutes,  we  remounted  our  trap  and 
began  to  descend  into  the  valley.  The  hill  by  which  we  did  so 
is  cut  in  zig-zags,  at  every  ccwrner  of  which  was  a  cross,  or  a 
figure  of  a  saint,  or  some  other  object  of  or  incentive  to  devotion. 
It  is  evidently  a  sort  of  via  sacra,  for  our  driver  told  us  it  is 
called  the  hill  of  God  and  Man.  We  had  some  nice  views  in 
descending,  and  on  the  left,  about  a  mile  ofi^,  saw  the  ravine, 
Uied-el-Asel,  the  rocky  valley  in  which  is  the  hermitage  of  St. 
Paul.  Reaching  the  bottom  of  the  valley  our  road  lay  for  about 
three  miles  over  an  almost  level  plain,  till  we  arrived  at  the 
margin  of  the  bay,  which  we  skirted  till  we  almost  reached  the 
extremity,  when  we  drew  up  at  a  small  wine  shop,  a  little  beyond 
a  fortified  tower.  Here  we  dismounted  and  walked  round  the 
head  of  the  bay  to  explore.  We  could  not  help  being  struck 
with  the  fact  how  well  this  answers  to  the  spot  seen  by  the 
navigators  of  St.  Paul's  vessel,  koXttov  exovra  aiyia'Kov,  a  creek 
with  a  shore.  At  its  mouth  the  bay  is  fully  two  miles  across, 
but  gradually  it  tapers  till  it  runs  up  into  a  comparatively  narrow 
creek  which  terminates  in  a  smooth  sandy  beach,  just  such  as 
mariners  in  like  circumstances  would  wish  for  to  beach  their 
vessel  on.  Returning  to  our  small  "  asteria  '^  we  delayed  the 
more  intellectual  for  the  really  more  necessary  exercise  of  feeding. 
This  we  did  in  a  truly  Oriental  manner,  for  we  adjourned  to  the 
•top  of  the  house,  and  choosing  a  nice  sunny  place  sheltered 
from  the  wind,  we  produced  our  refreshment,  which  we  partook 
of,  after  having,  as  one  of  toy  companions  well  observed,  in 
imitation  of  the  apostle,  "  given  thanks  to  God.''  During  our 
repast  we  were  bargaining  with  a  fisherman,  through  the  medium 
of  Paolo,  for  his  boat  to  take  us  to  the  island  Salmone.  For 
this  he  asked  fpur  shillings,  we  oflFered  him  two  shillings,  which 
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he  eventually  accepted,  and  having  washed  down  our  luncheon 
with  a  bottle  of  questionable  Marsala,  soon  after  two  we  em- 
barked and  pulled  away  to  the  island.  Reaching  it  in  a  pull 
across  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half  we  landed  on  its  rough  rocky 
shores,  and  walked  up  to  the  highest  point,  on  which  is  a  large 
figure  of  St.  Paul  preaching,  standing  on  a  high  pedestal.  The 
attitude  is  good  and  commanding,  though  it  is  a  somewhat 
stereotyped  one,  as  all  over  Malta  one  meets  with  figures  of  St. 
Paul  preaching,  and  in  them  all  the  attitude  is  much  alike. 
This  colossal  statue  was  erected  here  in  1845,  chiefly  at  the  in- 
stance of  Signor  Salvatore  Borg,  a  gentleman  connected  with 
the  chief  secretary's  department,  and  who  himself  contributed 
a  large  share  of  the  funds.  The  island  appears  to  be  entirely  a 
volcanic  formation,  and  very  ill  able  to  support  vegetation,  yet, 
though  for  some  few  feet  above  the  sea  it  is  altogether  barren, 
the  higher  ground  produces  some  vegetation,  and  towards  the 
top  even  the  universal  Maltese  retaining  walls  have  been  con- 
structed to  prevent  what  soil  there  is  from  being  washed  away. 
Near  the  statue  is  a  small  hut  where,  I  presume,  the  cultivator 
lives.  But  before  re-embarking  let  us  endeavour,  with  the  scene 
before  us,  to  picture  to  ourselves,  and  if  possible  to  get  some  in- 
formation respecting,  the  great  event  which  about  eighteen 
hundred  years  ago  took  place  here,  and  has  since  made  it  so 
memorable  a  spot.  Taking  it  then  for  granted  that  this  was  the 
real  scene  of  the  shipwreck,  of  which  there  can  now  be  no 
reasonable  doubt,  let  us  just  hastily  trace  the  progress  of  the 
ship  from  Crete,  the  modern  Candia.  Whilst  then  the  Alex- 
andrian ship  was  making  for  the  sheltered  port  of  Phenice  oa 
the  west  of  that  island,  in  order  there  to  winter,  as  the  season 
was  now  too  far  advanced  for  the  navigators  of  those  days,  with 
their  imperfect  knowledge  and  appliances,  to  trust  themselves  to 
the  storms,  etc.,  of  a  Mediterranean  winter,  the  great  day  of 
atonement,  which  took  place  in  the  month  Tisri,  October  10, 
"  being  already  passed ;''  as  then,  they  were  sailing  in  a  N.W. 
direction  for  their  port  with  a  light  fair  southerly  breeze,  and 
everything  apparently  so  favourable  that  already  it  seemed  as  if 
the  object  of  their  hopes  had  been  gained,  suddenly  there  arose 
Kar  avTr}<i — against  the  island  Crete,  not  against  the  ship  {to 
TrkoLov),  ap€/jio<i  TV(j>a)VL/€o<;,  a  wind  of  a  typhoon  character,  called* 
Euroclydon.  This  hurricane  was  doubtless  what  is  now  called  a 
Levanter  by  us,  a  "  tiffone  '^  by  the  Italians,  and  is  about  the 
worst  of  all  the  squally  winds  for  which  the  Mediterranean  is  so 
notorious.  It  varies  from  N.E.  to  E.  and  (according  to  a  guide 
book  I  have  before  me)  was  on  this  occasion  from  E.N.E.  i  N. 
The  ship  now  was  blown  out  of  her  course,  ^wapiraaOevro^  rov 
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irKoioVy  she  was  taken  aback,  and  unable  avro^OaX/Meiv,  exactly 
our  expression,  to  luflF  up  into  the  eye  of  the  wind.  By  the  way, 
the  word  avTo<f>0a\/ji^Lv  just  reminds  me  that  there  is  scarcely  a 
boat  or  coasting- vessel  belonging  to  Malta  that  has  not  an  eye 
painted  on  each  bow.  The  ship  then  was  now  "  up  in  the  wind/' 
as  we  say,  and  quite  unmanageable,  but  happily,  as  she  was  being 
blown  to  leeward,  she  drifted  close  by  the  small  island  Clauda, 
at  the  S.W.  extremity  of  the  coast,  and,  irrroSpafioinre^;,  "running 
under  '^  the  lee  of  this  she  got  for  a  short  time  into  a  compara- 
tive calm,  which  was  gladly  embraced,  for  preparing  for  the 
dangers  which  evidently  awaited  them,  and  for  making  "all 
snug.''  The  boat  was  over  the  ship's  side  afloat,  this  evidently 
betokening  that  they  had  so  certainly  reckoned  on  a  short,  fair 
weather  passage,  that  they  had  not  even  used  the  ordinary  pre- 
caution of  taking  the  boat  on  board.  This  then  had  to  be  done, 
but  it  was  a  work  of  great  diflSculty  (as  it  would  be  even  now  in 
a  heavy  sea).  It  was  however  accomplished,  and  then  the  secu- 
rity of  the  ship  had  to  be  looked  to.  She  was  a  large  vessel, 
and  as  all  the  early  ships  must  have  done,  strained  considerably. 
Their  first  care  then  was  to  resort  to  a  practice,  often  adopted 
now  in  case  of  an  old  or  heavily  strained  ship,  to  prevent  her 
going  to  pieces,  and  called  with  us  "  flapping,"  a  practice  which 
consists  of  passing  one  or  more  warps  entirely  round  the  vessel 
so  as  completely  to  bind  her  together.  The  vessel  then  was 
now  prepared,  as  far  as  she  could  be,  against  the  mere  buffetting 
of  the  elements;  but  now  another  danger  awaited  them.  In 
the  direction  in  which  they  were  being  blown,  dead  to  leeward, 
S.W.  from  Crete  off  the  coast  of  Africa,  was  the  formidable 
Syrtis,  a  shoal  or  quicksand,  which  they  might  well  dread  as  a 
lee  shore.  What  then  could  they  do  to  prevent  this?  Our 
translation  says,  "they  strake  sail  and  so  were  driven,"  an 
action  which,  as  the  words  are  understood  by  ninety-nine  casual 
readers  out  of  one  hundred,  would  inevitably  hurry  them  on  to 
that  very  destruction  which  it  was  their  object  to  escape  if  pos- 
sible. By  strake  sail,  most  readers  would,  and  doubtless  do, 
understand  they  lowered  the  sail  altogether,  and  were  driven 
on,  unmanageable,  right  before  the  wind.  That  this  would  not 
have  been  the  case  needs  not  a  moment's  reflection.  Doubtless 
'^aXaaavre^  does  mean  "  when  they  had  lowered ;"  thence  arises 
whatever  of  difficulty  there  may  be.  Now  at  the  risk  of  being 
tedious  I  purpose  considering  the  force  of  the  word  here,  be- 
cause though  the  facts  of  the  case  are  well  enough  understood,  I 
do  not  recollect  ever  having  seen  what  appears  to  me  the  evident 
act  implied  by  ;)^a\.  fully  explained.  I  may  just  say  here  that  I 
have  been   disappointed  in  procuring  Messrs.   Conybeare  and 
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Howson^s  invaluable  work,  bnt  from  a  glance  I  took  sbme  time 
ago  at  that,  I  do  not  recollect  that,  minutely  and  correctly  as 
they  enter  into  all  details,  they  fully  explain  the  diflSculty  attend- 
ing ;^a\.  The  only  book  I  have  at  all  to  refer  to,  is  a  small 
local  guide  which  extracts  Dr.  Falconer^s  (of  Bath)  arguments 
in  favour  of  Malta  being  the  scene  of  the  shipwreck,  but  does 
not  attempt  to  explain  any  diflftculty.  Now,  perhaps,  the  simplest 
way  will  be  to  ask  what  a  ship  now-a-days  would  do  under  like 
circumstances,  and  see  if  the  analogy  will  help  us.  I  think  it 
will,  for  though  "  the  ship  of  Alexandria,^'  with  its  single  mast 
and  its  huge  aprefiwvy  or  mainsail,  spread  on  a  proportionate 
unwieldly  spar^  did  not  in  appearance  much  resemble  a  full- 
rigged  ship  of  the  present  day,  yet  each  of  these  is,  in  its  way, 
a  square-rigged  vessel,  and,  therefore,  each  must  evidently  have 
some  practices  which  would  naturally  be  resorted  to  under  like 
circumstances.  What  then  would  a  square-rigged  ship  do  now- 
a-days  to  avoid  a  lee  shore  in  a  gale  ?  Now  I  think  I  can  give 
something  of  a  practical  answer  to  this,  which  will  enlighten  us 
in  the  case  before  us.  In  November,  1848,  I  was  coming  home 
from  the  Mediterranean  in  a  line  of  battle,  ergo  a  square-rigged, 
ship.  We  were  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  when  a  gale  came  on 
against  which  it  was  impossible  to  beat  up.  What  then  did  we 
for  those  six  days  (for  it  was  even  so,  O  horror)  it  lasted.  The 
ship  was  laid  to  under  close-reefed  main  topsail  and  storm  jib. 
Now,  c€eteris  paribus,  just  what  H.M.S.  "  Superb '^  did  in  the 
Bay  of  Biscay  in  November,  1848,  that  did  the  ship  of  Alex- 
andria in  October  or  November,  about  58,  she  lay  to  under  a 
close- reefed  apre/itov.  Now  to  explain : — To  lay  a  ship  to,  is  to 
bring  her  head  as  near  as  possible  to  the  wind,  and  to  keep  it 
steadily  there  till  the  storm  has  blown  itself  out,  so  that  the  bow 
may  receive  all  the  shocks  from  the  angry  billows,  that  naturally 
being  the  part  of  the  ship  on  which  they  can  have  the  least  in- 
fluence. In  order  then  to  do  this,  to  keep  the  ship's  head  as 
near  as  possible  "in  the  wind's  eye,"  the  requisite  sail  is  set,  in 
the  case  of  a  square  sail,  the  yard  is  braced  up  as  sharp  as  pos- 
sible,— that  is,  as  nearly  parallel  to  wind  as  can  be, — and  the 
sail  is  just  kept  full.  Now,  to  refer  again  to  my  illustration,  in 
order  to  get  to  the  explanation  of  x^X.,  and  to  shew  that  ''  lay- 
ing to "  is  implied  by  it,  we  were  sailing  in  the  usual  manner 
when  the  gale  came  on,  and  in  order  to  "  lay  to  "  the  very  pro- 
cess x^X.  had  to  be  gone  through.  Of  course  any  large  surface 
of  canvass  would  soon  be  blown  to  ribbons  in  such  a  wind  as 
we  are  now  speaking  of;  therefore,  "to  lay  a  ship  to"  inv(dves 
reducing  the  sail  to  the  smallest  possible  size,  and  to  do  this 
involves  lowering  the  sail,  in  order  to  reef  it,  and  even  when  it 
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is  f^in  hoisted^  in  the  case  of  a  close  reef^  it  is  raised  to  only 
about  half  the  height  it  was  before.    This  then  the  m»riner8 
befwre  us  in  all  probability  did,  they  let  down,  to  <rK€vo<:,  the 
huge  mainsail  with  its  heavy  yard  and  other  gear,  not  altogether 
as  ^^strake  sail^'  would  seem  to  imply,  but  in  cnrder  to  reduce 
its  siae,  most  probably  by  reefing.     I  say  "  most  probably  '^  but 
not  certainly,  for  this  may  have  been  done  in  another  way,  which 
would  even  oiore  necessarily  require  the  yard,  etc.  {cr/cevo^),  to 
be  lowered,  and  I  think  my  illustration  particularly  happy 
beoause  it  gives  an  example  of  this  also.     I  have  said  that  when 
the  ;Q9le  came  on,  as  a  part  of  the  process  of  laying  the  ship  to, 
both  mainsail  and  jib  had  to  be  lowered  in  order  to  reduce  their 
extent  of  surface.    This  was  done  as  I  have  explained  in  the  case 
of  main-topsail  by  reefing  it,  a  process  which  I  suppose  every 
one  understands,  but  the  jib  was  reduced  not  by  reefing,  but  by 
subctituting  another  for  it.     The  fine  weather  sail  was  lowered 
altogether,  of  course  unbent,  from  the  halyard  and  replaced  by 
a  smaller  and  much  stronger  sail,  expressly  made  for  such  an 
CBiei^ncy  as  this,  and  hence  called  a  storm  jib.     Our  Alex- 
andrian mariners  then  lowered  their  <tk€vo^,  reduced  the  size  of 
their  ciprrefjMv,  either  by  reefing  or  just  possibly  by  substituting 
aibotber  for  it.     I  suppose  my  excuse  for  being  so  tedious  over 
this,  must  be  the  amusement  that  it  has  afforded  myself,  and 
really  I  never  recollect  having  seen  it  fully  explained.     And 
now  all  being  made  snug,  and  the  ship's  head  being  doubtless 
brought  as  near  to  the  wind  as  possible  by  the  yard  being  braced 
sharp  up  ovtw9  €<pepovro}  "thus  they  were  borne  along,'' — not 
dead  before  the  wind,  and  right  into  the  Syrtis,  as  they  would 
inevitably  have  been  had  they  had  no  sail  whatever  set,  but  just 
sideways  as  a  vessel,  laid  to,  drifts.     By  the  way,  I  see  the 
guide*book  says,  the  ship  was  have-to  on  the  starboard  tack,  this 
was  not  correctly  speaking  the  case;  there  is  a  difference  between 
laying  and  heaving  a  ship  to.     Laid-to  then  on  the  starboard 
tack,  with  the  wind  between  the  E.  and  N.E.,  she  would  lie 
about  seven  points  from  the  wind,  and  hence  would  drift  in  a 
westeriy  direction,  making  a  little  northing.     In  this  way  she 
was  borne  along  no  less  than  fourteen  days,  during  which,  in 
order  to  reduce  the  straining  of  the  heavy-laden  ship  and  to 
lighten  her,  all  the  ship's  gear  that  was  not  absolutely  necessary 
was  thrown  overboard.     And  among  this  cKevo^,  if  my  second 
theory  is  correct,  the  huge  oprefMov,  and  perhaps  also  the  great 
yard  on  which  it  was  spread,  if  it,  as  well  as  the  sail  itself  (a  by 
no  means  improbable  supposition)  had  been  replaced  by  a  smaller 
and  fitter  one. 

Daring  this  time,  too,  the  only  guides  which  those  early 
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navigators  had,  and  from  whence  alone  when  out  of  sight  of 
land  they  could  judge  of  their  position  and  course,  the  heavenly 
orbs,  were  obscured  from  their  sight;  and,  ignorant  of  their 
position,  drifting  whither  they  knew  not,  but  expecting  each 
hour  to  fall  upon  some  lee  shore  where  destruction  would  be  in- 
evitable, no  wonder  in  this  anxious  time  of  dreadfril  suspense 
they  gave  themselves  up  for  lost ;  and  from  despair  and  from 
inability  in  their  present  miserable  condition,  with  every  sea 
doubtless  sweeping  over  the  fated  ship,  to  get  to,  or  to  dress, 
their  accustomed  food,  they  at  least  had  no  regular  meal,  so  that 
though  actually  each  cared  enough  for  himself  to  keep,  as  we 
say,  body  and  soul  together,  as  St.  Paul  says  (verse  33)  for  four- 
teen days  they  fasted  and  ate  nothing.  But  in  the  midst  of 
this  scene  of  despair  there  is,  at  least,  one  on  whom  it  preys  not. 
One  in  that  storm-lashed  ship  knows  full  well  who  is  He  that 
holdeth  the  wa.ter  in  the  hollow  of  His  fist;  aye,  and  He  too  knows 
that  there  is  one  of  His  faithful  ones,  and  in  this  moment  of 
trial  and  danger  the  great  apostle  is  cheered  by  a  messenger 
from  the  Almighty  himself;  and  now,  assured  by  the  message 
received  in  the  black,  stormy,  midnight,  in  the  midst  of  those 
raging  billows  he  can  feel  a  safety  and  assurance  of  protection 
unknown  to  others  even  in  the  calmest  day  on  shore,  or  in  the 
quiet  house,  or  in  any  other  circumstance  or  position  that  seems 
the  furthest  removed  from  aught  like  danger.  But  the  apostle 
will  not  be  assured  of  safety  without  endeavouring  to  impart  it 
to  his  companions ;  and  so  this  dreary  interval  of  drifting  wit- 
nesses him  narrating  to  the  crew  the  events  of  that  night, — the 
assurance  of  safety  and  the  prophetic  description  of  the  fate  of 
the  ship,  their  own  escape  to  a  man,  and  the  place  and  manner 
thereof.  t)ay  after  day  then  the  ship  drifted  in  Adria  (the  name 
by  which  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the  Mediterranean  which  lies 
between  Greece,  Italy,  and  Africa,  was  called),  when  on  the 
fourteenth  night,  probably  guided  by  the  sound  of  distant 
breakers,  the  mariners  supposed  they  were  nearing  some  land, 
and  to  assure  themselves  on  this  important  point  they  resorted 
to  the  natural  practice  of  sounding  the  depth  of  water  they  were 
in;  the  result  of  which  gave  them  twenty  fathoms;  shortly 
after  soundings  were  again  taken,  when  five  fathoms  less  was  the 
result ;  and  now,  assured  that  soon  they  would  drift  ashore,  and 
unable  from  the  darkness  of  the  night  to  see  the  kind  of  coast 
which  lay  before  them,  or  whether  there  was  any  refuge  of  which 
they  might  avail  themselves,  their  only  hope  of  safety  lay  in 
•  securing  the  ship  where  she  then  was  till  the  dawn.  Pot  this 
purpose  they  anchored  the  ship  by  the  stern,  a  position  in  this 
case  of  singular  advantage  over  our  customary  practice  of  anchor^ 
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ing  by  the  bow,  as  it  enabled  them  to  bring  her  up  in  the  po«- 
tion  she  abready  was,  and  especially  it  kept  her  head  towards  the 
shore,  so  that,  should  they  see  a  likely  place  to  reach  when  the 
morning  dawned,  they  would  be  able  at  once  to  run  in  for  it 
straight,  without  wearing  or  putting  her  in  any  difficult  position. 
I  may  mention  here  two  arguments  which  strongly  favour  this 
as  the  true  scene. 

I.  The  distance  from  Clauda  to  Punta  Kaura  at  the  east 
extremity  of  the  bay  is  476  miles ;  and  supposing  the  ship  to 
drift  thirty-six  miles  a  day,  this  would  be  just  the  distance 
passed  oyer.  II.  The  soundings  h^e  given,  twenty  and  fifteen 
£&tboms,  are  said  just  to  correspond  with  those  a  short  distance 
from  the  entrance  into  St.  Paulas  Bay.  The  ship  then  was 
retained  in  this  position  by  ary/cvpa^  reaaapa^,  either  *'four 
anchors,*^  or  possibly  a  four-fluked  anchor  or  grapnel.  Every- 
thing now,  humanly  speaking,  depended  upon  this  anchor  hold- 
ing, and  providentially  it  did  so.  Doubtless  the  construction  of 
the  ship  was  in  favour  of  this ;  and  here  she  had  an  advantage 
over  our  modern  vessels,  as  the  stern  diminishing  to  a  point,  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  stem  would  serve  to  turn  aside  and 
break  the  waves  which  struck  her,  and  thus  oflfer  less  resistance. 
Here  again  our  Maltese  boats  may  help  to  illustrate :  they  all, 
as  well  as  the  coasting  vessels,  being  almost  alike  at  stem  and 
stem,  and  rising  up  to  a  high  point.  But  now,  faithless  in  St. 
PauPs  assurance  of  safety,  and  notvrithstanding  their  present 
hopeful  position,  the  crew  think  to  try  the  risk  of  getting  ashore 
in  the  boat,  and  to  this  end,  launch  her  boat  over  the  side  and 
prepare  to  get  into  her,  on  pretence  of  getting  another  anchor 
out  from  the  bow;  an  action  whidi,  if  really  intended,  would 
evidently  have  been  most  unwise.  One  cannot  help  being 
struck  with  these  men^s  cowardice;  they  who  ought  to  have 
been  the  last  to  leave  the  ship,  are  ready  to  leave  the  landsmen 
to  their  fate  in  order  to  secure  their  own  safety.  But  thoi^h 
the  military  officer  does  not  appear  to  see  through  their  design, 
the  apostle,  calm  and  collected,  does ;  and  though  he  knows  of 
his  safety  as  certainly  as  if  he  were  already  ashore,  yet  he  is  not 
one  who  talks  of  trusting  to  Providence  without  using  all  neces- 
sary means ;  and  he  sees  that  when  the  dawn  brings  the  time  for 
active  exertion,  without  the  ship^s  company  they  will  of  course 
be  unable  to  perform  the  requisite  seamanship  for  navigating  the 
ship.  At  once  then  he  represents  this  to  the  military  officer, 
who  issues  the  command  that  the  boat  should  be  cut  adrift;  so  as 
entirely  to  defeat  the  purpose  of  the  men. 

And  now,  during  the  interval  in  which  they  are  awaiting  the 
return  of  daylight,  encouraged  by  the  words  of  the  apostle,  and 
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by  his  example,  they,  for  the  first  time  during  the  last  fourteen 
days,  partake  of  something  like  a  regular  meal;  after  which,  in 
order  to  lighten  \he  ship,  so  that  when  the  time  for  action  should 
arrive  she  might  be  in  better  trim,  and  therefore  more  entirely 
under  control,  for  whatever  exigency  might  arise,  they  cast  the 
cargo,  or  what  remained  of  it,  into  ^e  sea.  This  done,  soon  the 
anxiously-looked  for  daylight  would  arrive ;  the  dawn  begin*  to 
break,  the  dim  outline  of  the  coast  gradually  becomes  more  and 
more  distinct.  Is  there  nothing  but  rod^s  there  to  leeward  on 
which  the  ship,  humanly  speaking,  must  inevitably  be  dashed  to 
pieces,  or  is  there  some  shelter  under  which  they  may  possibly 
run  ?  Shortly,  however,  the  suspense  is  over,  the  light  breaks 
fully  forth  and  reveals  to  the  anxious  crew  a  coast  with  which  all 
of  them  were  unfamiliar,  but  in  which  they  see  '^  a  certain  cre^ 
with  a  shore,'^  into  which  if  they  can  possibly  run  the  ship  they 
are  safe.  To  do  this  then  was  now  the  object  of  their  desire, 
though  it  is  evident  from  the  wording  "  efiovXeuaapro,  c  I 
SvvaivT o/^  (they  desired,  if  it  should  be  possible,)  that  there 
was  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  attending  it,  so  much  so,  as  to 
render  the  attainment  of  their  desire  very  doubtful,  and,  as  the 
sequel  evidently  shews,  they  were  defeated  in  iti  As  for  the 
reason  of  the  difficulty  that  seems  very  apparent.  The  creek 
was  too  much  in  the  direction  of  the  wind  to  allow  the  ship  to 
lie  up  into  it.  If  the  wind  continued  quite  steady  and  all  was 
favourable  she  might  just  do  it,  but  it  was  a  matter  of  great 
question.  At  all  events  it  must  be  tried,  and  so  the  anchors 
were  weighed,  dfjui  avevr€<;  ra^  fyvfCTffpta<;  r<ov  TrrjhdhMoVy  the 
yokings  of  the  rudders  were  loosed,  that  is,  the  lashings  by 
which  the  two  great  oars,  one  on  each  side,  by  which  the  ship 
was  steered,  were  secured,  were  cast  loose ;  the  aprefiwv  (making 
it  probable  that  before  it  was  only  reefed,  not  shifted)  was  hoisted 
and  adapted  so  as  to  catch  the  wind  (777  irveouarj),  i.  c,  probably 
braced  up ;  and  the  ship  was  steering  for  the  creek  with  the 
shore,  et?  top  acytaXov,  when  suddenly  their  hope  of  reach- 
ing this  was  defeated  by  their  {Trepvireaoirre^  €i<;  tottov  hidttKaaa-ov) 
'^  falling  into  a  place  where  two  seas  met,^^  according  to  the 
A.  V. ;  if  so,  by  their  falling  into  the  eddy  in  the  narrow  strait 
between  Salmonetta  and  the  mainland,  and  not  in  the  direction 
of  the  true  wind.  This  caused  them,  in  the  exigency  of  the 
moment,  to  run  the  ship  stem  on  to  the  first  likely  plaoe, 
which  is  that  now  pointed  out  as  the  scene.  This  supposition 
would  of  course  make  the  small  strait  between  the  island  Sal- 
monetta and  the  coast  the  totto?  Sa^.— the  two  seas — from  the 
bay  side  and  from  the  west,  converging  there ;  but  there  is  a 
much  more  probable  supposition.     Iii  this  case,  if  the  ship  had 
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been  run  on  to  the  main  constj  Bome^  if  not  all^  would  have 
been  able  to  get  at  once  ashore  by  climbing  oyer  the  ship's  bows^ 
especially  when  we  consider  how  firmly  they  were  imbedded^ 
whereas  the  description  of  the  escape^  etc.,  plainly  implies  that 
there  was  a  considerable  distance  of  sea  between  the  stranded 
ship  and  the  island  coast^  just  such  as  would  be  the  case  were  a 
ye^^  to  run  on  a  shoal  a  little  way  from  the  land ;  and  this 
doubtless  was  the  case :  8t^aXacr<709,  like  "  bimaris/'  is  applied 
to  any  ground  between  two  seas^  such  as  an  isthmus^  and 
in  all  probability  roir.  Bid.  means  ^'  a  place  between  two  seas/' 
that  is^  a  shoal  or  sand-bank^  formed  by^  or  at  least  at,  two 
currents.  The  ship  then,  according  to  this  more  probable  sup- 
position^ was  steering  for  the  sandy  beach  at  the  head  of  the 
bay  where  we  were  recently  walking,  when  she  drifted  to  a  shoal 
possibly  stretching  from  the  island  to  the  main  coast,  and  now 
the  only  plan  was  to  run  on  to  this  shoal,  which  the  crew  did  on 
the  exigency  of  the  moment,  and  with  such  force  as  to  drive  her 
bow  high  and  dry,  while  the  stern  being  fully  exposed  to  the 
raging  surf  was  soon  broken  up.  It  is  evident  that  there  was 
an  interval  of  sea  between  the  ship  and  the  shore,  from  the 
soldiers'  cruel  counsel,  and  from  the  manner  of  the  escape  of  all, 
and  diis  interval  must  have  been  one  of  comparative  calm,  just 
such  as  would  exist  under  the  lee  of  a  shoal,  as  none  could  have 
swam  in  the  open  sea  as  it  was  then  raging. 

Ke-embarking  in  our  boat  a  fair  wind  soon  carried  us  back 
across  the  bay,  and  mounting  our  vehicle  we  were  soon  on  our 
way  homewards.  "We  returned  through  Mosta,  thus  avoiding 
any  great  hill,  and  reached  home  about  half-past  five. 

Ewcursion  to  Cittd  Vecchia  and  Boscheito, — On  Tuesday, 
Fdwruary  5th,  we  found  Paolo's  car  again  waiting  for  us,  agree- 
ably to  appointment,  at  ten,  ready  to  drive  us  to  Citta  Notabile 
or  Vecchia,  the  former  capital  of  the  island,  and  Boschetto, 
"the  little  wood,"  a  public  garden  about  two  miles  beyond. 
Our  party  was  the  same  as  before,  and  all  being  ready  soon  after 
ten  we  set  off,  on  a  lovely  warm  morning,  with  mutual  good 
wishes  for  pleasure  and  profit.  Our  road  lay  through  the  large 
and  populous  Casal  of  Bircircara,  with  its  fine  Catholic-like 
church.  Indeed,  it  is  more  than  half  a  Catholic,  for  not  only  is 
it  exceedingly  like,  though  superior  to,  CittH  Vecchia  in  external 
appearance,  but  also  it,  together  with  St.  Paul's  in  Valetta,  and 
the  towns  Jenglea,  Cospicua,  and  Vittoriosa,  on  the  water,  is 
served  by  canons  who,  also  by  various  popes,  have  been  allowed 
certain  privileges,  such  as  the  use  of  a  particular  golden  cross. 
Leaving  Bir  our  road  lay  past  the  famous  St.  Antonio  gardens, 
and   through   C.   Attard,   which   the  guide-book   describes  as 
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having  a  good  churchy  though  externally  it  certainly  is  not  pre^ 
possessing.  From  hence  our  road  wa^  a  continuous  ascent  which 
soon  gave  us  the  advantage^  riding  backwards  as  we  were,  erf  a 
very  extensive  view.  This  was  especially  the  case  for  the  last 
quarter  of  a  mile  or  so ;  the  road  rising  up  very  steeply  to  the 
city  and  aflTording  us  a  prospect,  on  the  left  of  the  country 
about  Mosta  with  the  sea  near  St.  PauPs  Bay,  and  Nasciar 
on  its  commanding  height;  while  immediately  before  us  was 
Valletta  and  its  harbours,  with  the  fine  deep  blue  sea  far  above 
and  beyond,  the  intervening  space  being  filled  up  with  the 
lai^e  Casals  through  which  we  had  passed,  and  two  or  three 
others  near,  giving  an  animated  idea  of  population  and  life  to 
the  scene.  Presently  after  passing  two  such  erections,  by  no 
means  devoid  of  architectural  taste  (the  first  a  sort  of  little 
temple,  in  which  the  process  of  washing  was  being  busily  carried 
on,  the  other  a  fountain  by  the  roadside),  we  turned  sharp  off 
to  the  right,  and  after  crossing  a  small  plain,  and  traversing  the 
moat  by  which  the  city  is  surrounded  towards  the  west,  we 
passed  through  the  city-wall  by  a  very  elegant  gateway  (of 
which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  T  failed  to  obtain  a  sketch) . 

Cittd  Vecchia  "the  old  city,''  or,  as  it  is  often  called.  Not- 
abile,  the  " famous '^  or  "principal^'  city,  was  formerly  the 
capital  of  the  island,  as  it  is  now  to  some  extent ;  ecclesiastically 
for  instance.  It  used  to  be  called  by  the  same  name  as  the 
island  Melita.  Here  the  inauguration  of  the  grand  masters  took 
place.  Here  in  the  present  day  the  consecration  of  the  bishopa 
takes  place.  By  the  way,  on  a  previous  visit  to  Malta  in  1847, 
a  bishop  was  consecrated,  on  which  occasion  he  rode  round  the 
church  on  a  white  horse,  shod  with  silver  shoes.  I  learned  that 
this  bishop  is  still  alive,  though  he  has  since  resigned,  and  was 
succeeded  by  the  present  prelate  about  five  years  ago.  The  city 
is  strongly  fortified,  being  entirely  surrounded  by  fortifications, 
and,  where  the  country  is  on  a  level,  by  a  deep  moat.  It  how- 
ever stands  on  the  brow  of  a  precipitous  hill,  so  as  to  be  on  the 
verge  of  a  deep  valley  on  fully  two  sides.  On  entering  the  city 
our  first  visit  was  naturally  to  the  cathedral,  which,  however,  we 
found  shut,  and  were  told  that  by  the  bishop's  instructions  we 
could  not  obtain  the  key  without  permission:  after  this  one 
would  almost  feel  reconciled  to  the  usages  in  our  own  cathedrals. 
On  my  applying  at  the  house  of  one  of  the  canons,  who  lived  in 
the  Cathedral  Square,  this  permission  was  readily  granted,  and 
soon  the  key-bearer  was  summoned.  He  led  us  in  by  way  of 
the  sacristy,  where  were  a  few  paintings  and  a  very  handsome  blue 
embroidered  vestment,  which  I  noticed.  Here  also,  in  a  closet, 
are  kept  the  silver  figures  of  the  apostles,  which  were  taken  by 
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Napoleon^  bat  to  see  these  reqaired  a  special  order.     The  gates 
between  the  sacristy  and  the  church  are  of  very  beautiful  ancient 
canred  wood,   representing   various  animals,  etc.     They  were 
in^  what  our  guide  called,  the  ante-church,  that  is,  the  older 
building  which  occupied  this  site.     On  entering  the  church  one 
could  not  but  be  struck  by  the  good  and  rich  effect  of  the  whole, 
which  is  principally  given  by  the  elabomte  painting  of  the  entire 
eeiling,  etc.,  and  the  ridi  gilding  by  which  this  is  decorated,  and 
the  columns,  capitals,  etc.,  relieved.     The  universal  classic  style 
and  arrangements  are  here  adopted,  viz,,  externally  a  dome  and 
two  west  towers  (there  are,  however,  some  few  exceptions  to  this 
latter,  as  at   Casals  Balsam  and  Attard,  where  the  tower  or 
towers  are  at  the  end  of  the  transepts) ;  internally  the  high  altar 
tmder  the  dome,  with  a  handsome  marble  reredos  behind  it,  and 
a  canopy  suspended  over.     To  the  east  (that  is  architecturally 
speaking,  thongh  not  really)   of  this  the  choir,  with  the  lady 
aJtar  against   the  east  wall.     Where  we  put  brasses  or  simple 
carved  stones^  in  Malta,  they  put  marble  mosaics,  which  are 
often  very  beautiful.     In  the  centre  of  the  nave  we  remarked  a 
large  group  of  these,  chiefly  in  memory  of  dignitaries  of  this 
eathedral.     Some  were  of  quite  recent  date.     The  ceiling  above 
was  painted  by  Giovanni  Galbia  (?),  and  is  of  some  age.     The 
painting  of  the  dome  is  quite  recent,  having  been  finished  only 
about  six  months.    It  was  executed  by  a  Bom  an  artist,  Yinclazo 
Halo.    The  former  painting  was  so  much  injured  by  the  earth- 
quake of  1856  as  to  require  this.     The  domed  ceiling  of  the 
Apse  depicts  the  shipwreck  of  St.  Paul.     Quite  at  the  top  of 
this,  surmounting  all,  is  a  representation,  unhappily  far  too 
common  in  Roman  Catholic  countries,  of  the  First  Person  of 
the  ever  Adorable  Trinity.     He  is  as  usual  depicted  as  an  old 
man.    Above  him  is  the  dome.     Profane  and  awful  as  this  how- 
ever is,  it  seems  almost  small  in  comparison  of  a  blasphemy 
which  I  heard  of  the  other  day  as  being  perpetrated  in  another 
Soman  Catholic  country,  Portugal.     The  subject  of  the  altar- 
piece  is  the  conversion  of  St.  Paul ;  in  it  the  apostle  is  repre- 
sented lying  flat  on  his  back.    Both  these  works  are  old,  having 
been  also  in  the  ante-church.     Over  the  lady  altar  is  a  small 
but  very  beautiful  ^*  Mater  Dolorosa,^^  by  Giulio  Romano.   In  the 
choir  we   were  shewn  a  large   massive   silver  crucifix   which 
belonged  to  the  first  grand  master,  and  has  his  arms  engraven 
upon  it.     In  front  of  the  high  altar  we  noticed  a  very  splendid 
altar-frontal  of  gold  and  embroidered  silver  on  velvet.     Leaving 
the  choir,  we  went  into  the  chapel  of  Christ  crucified,  that  on 
the  right  side  of  the  altar.     Immediately  on  entering  we  were 
painfully  struck  by  a  crucifix  over  the  altar  of  about  half-life 
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size,  in  which  the  physical  sufferings  of  onr  blessed  Lord  are 
shewn  with  awful  distinctness,  the  protuberent  bones,  the  stream- 
ing blood,  and  the  expression  of  pain  on  the  countenance,  giving 
an  effect  of  terrible  vividness.  Does  not  the  Church  of  Borne, 
in  this  and  in  ten  thousand  other  instances,  shew  tiiat  she  passes 
over  the  spiritual  for  actual  physical?  Is  not  much  of  ber 
teaching  just  in  accordance  with  this  ?  Or  can  it  truly  be  sdki 
that  this  contemplation  of  the  actual  leads  to  that  of  the  higher? 
For  instance  when  looking  on  such  an  exhibition  of  anguish  as 
this,  will  not  the  spectator  be  led  to  reflect  that  this  was  endured 
for  him,  and  for  his  sins,  hence  to  see  the  evil  of  sin,  and  his 
sins,  and  the  love  of  a  Saviour?  Undoubtedly  this  was  ttie 
original  and  the  good  intention;  whether  the  intention  is  realized 
may  certainly  at  least  admit  of  a  dcmbt.  By  the  way,  what 
error  of  the  Church  of  Rome  or  of  the  Greek  Church,  etc., 
may  not  be  traced  back  to  a  good  intention  ?  Gladly  jve  tamed 
from  this  figure  to  a  very  interesting  Byzantine  picture  of  St. 
Paul,  with  the  sword  in  his  hand.  Like  all  those  of  this  class, 
the  face  and  hands  only  are  painted,  the  drapery,  etc.,  being 
wrought  in  silver.  I  believe  this  style  of  decoration  originated 
with  the  wish  of  the  Greek  Church  to  satisfy  that  apparaitly 
inherent  desire  there  is  in  man,  to  introduce  some  form  of  image 
in  his  worship.  Images  bdng  forbidden  in  the  Eastern  Church 
these  pictures  formed  a  sort  of  compromise,  as  they  still  ccMild 
be  called  pictures,  whilst  they  also  allowed  of  any  amount  of 
costly  decoration.  Our  cicerone  got  us  a  light  to  examine  the 
face  of  this  figure,  which  we  then  saw  to  be  most  exquisitdy 
painted.  Against  each  of  the  two  first  pillars  from  the  grand 
altar,  is  a  handsome  chair  under  a  canopy.  That  on  the  right, 
the  epistle  side,  is  the  cathedra  for  the  bishop;  that  on  the 
gospel  side  is  for  our  Most  Gracious  Sovereign  Lady  Queen 
Victoria.  Our  cicerone,  a  very  decent  fellow,  told  us  with  some 
glee  that  the  Queen  Dowager  had  been  into  the  church.  On 
each  side  of  the  choir,  let  into  the  wall,  about  half  way  up, 
facing  west,  is  as  usual  an  organ.  The  cathedral  is  well-placed 
just  on  the  verge  of  the  hill.  It  occupies  the  traditional  site  of 
the  residence  of  the  Roman  prsetor,  Fublius.  The  city  is  said 
to  have  been  founded  1804  b.c.  (?).  Leaving  the  cathedral  we 
now  also  left  the  city,  noticing  on  our  way  the  tine  building 
just  within  the  gate,  now  used  as  the  military  sanitarium,  and 
drove  to  the  suburb  Babato.  Here  we  drew  up  at  the  church 
of  St.  Paul,  and  our  guide  having  summoned  the  attendant 
priest  (by  no  means  a  captivating  young  man),  we  passed  into 
the  church,  in  the  nave  of  which  was  a  staircase  leading  down  to 
the  object  of  our  visit,  '^  St.  Paulas  Cave.^^     Going  down  these 
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stairs  our  sacerdotal  friend  lighted  a  long  thin  taper^  and  gave 
ns  each  a  similar  one^  and  soon  we  were  in  the  grotto.  It  is  a 
cave  in  the  rock^  circular  in  form^  aboat  eight  feet  high  and 
thirty ^ix  across.  The  rock  in  which  it  is  formed^  owing  to  the 
paarticukir  sanctity  of  the  pkce^  is  of  so  wonderfid  a  character^ 
that  however  much  it  should  be  quarried  away^  the  dimensions 
would  remain  the  same.  This,  it  is  said,  the  Maltese  believe 
most  firmly.  In  the  centre  is  a  very  good  marble  statue  of  the 
taint.  Here  we  are  to  believe  the  apostle  took  up  his  abode 
daring  his  sojourn  in  Melita>  not  of  course  from  necessity,  but 
from  humility,  and  as  our  showman-priest  told  us,  for  "penance.^* 
In  a  rocky  chapel  at  the  side  was  a  figure  of  Christ  being  scourged, 
said  to  be  three  hundred  and  fifty  years  old.  There  was  also  an 
old  figure  of  St.  Luke  who,  with  Trophimus,  was  St.  PauPs  com- 
panion on  the  voyage  there.  Here  a  priest^s  coffin  was  laid 
surrounded  with  candles,  not  burning.  Hence  we  walked  a 
little  distance  to  the  catacombs,  our  priestly  guide  still  being  our 
shownaan.  Entering  a  doorway  on  the  street,  we  descended  a 
flight  of  about  three  steps,  at  the  foot  of  which,  creeping  in  at  a 
low  entrance  for  some  few  feet,  we  found  ourselves  in  a  labyrinth 
of  narrow  passages  $  at  intervals  are  arched  niches,  in  which  are 
tiie  sarcophagi,  which  are  simply  receptacles  hewn  out  of  the 
live  rock.  Most  we  saw  are  parallel  to  the  passages,  some  how- 
ever are  hewn  at  right  angles.  They  are  of  all  sizes,  from  the 
lai^est  adult  to  the  smallest  infant ;  and  I  noticed  one  for  the 
fiither  and  mother,  with  a  little  receptacle  for  the  child  at  the 
side.  In  the  niches  is  a  small  receptacle  for  a  lamp ;  these  have 
the  black  from  the  oil  smoke  still  remaining.  What  ancient 
soot !  These  catacombs  are  immense  in  extent ;  one  passage  we 
were  told  led  to  Boschetto,  two  miles  off;  one  to  the  Grand 
Harbour,  which  must  be  at  least  five  miles.  In  this  a  master 
and  his  pupils  were  lost  some  years  ago,  since  which  most  of 
them  have  been  blocked  up.  We  came  to  one  very  considerable 
hall,  with  columns  to  support  the  roof.  This  our  guide  said  was 
ttsed  as  a  chapel,  when  the  natives  resorted  to  these  subterranean 
passages  to  escape  the  incursions  of  the  Arabs  from  the  Barbary 
eoast.  These  natives  my  guide  called  Serracin  (phonetically 
Serracheen),  a  word  with  which  I  do  not  remember  to  be 
acquainted.  The  Arab  conquest  of  the  island  was  about  a.d. 
870.  The  catacombs  are  probably  of  Phoenician  or  Roman 
origin.  There  are  other  excavations  of  a  similar  character  in 
another  part  of  CittA  Vecchia. 

We  gave  our  cleric  a  shilling,  and  then  remounted  our  car 
and  drove  on  to  Boschetto,  about  two  miles  off.  The  ride  was 
very  pretty.     We  passed  a  large  convent  of  St.  Domingo  on  the 
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left,  into  the  cloisters  of  which  I  just  peeped  on  returning,  but 
saw  nothing  to  invite  a  further  exploration.     About  a  mile  and 
a  half  on  we  came  to  a  very  pretty  valley,  on  the  edge  of  which, 
on  our  left,  was  a  large  building,  which  I  at  once  recognized  as 
the  Inquisitor's  palace.     This  now  belongs  to  our  government, 
and  is  part  of  the  Boschetto  property.     It  is  well  situated,  and 
commands  for  Malta  a  lovely  view.     As  we  were  descending  the 
hill  into  the  valley,  at  the  bottom  of  which  lies  Boschetto,  the 
little  wood,  our  driver,  Paolo,  told  us  of  his  great  desire  to  go  to 
England,  which  he  thought  he  should  gratify  some  day,  though 
his  wife  and  friends  protested  against  it.    In  connexion  with  this 
he  supposed  that  there  were  no  such  hills  and  valleys  in  England 
as  that  now  before  us.     Where  can  he  have  got  his  ideas  of  our 
lovely  island  home  from,  than  which,  to  take  it  all  in  all,  I  speak 
and  think  without  prejudice,  no  land  in  the  world  is  more 
beautiful  ?     I  have  not,  truly,  seen  every  land,  but  I  have  seen 
enough  to  be  a  tolerable  judge  of  what  other  lands  are.     What 
country  for  instance  can  produce  a  walk  over  the  green  fields 
such  as  England  can  ?     Boschetto  we  found  rather  a  failure. 
**  This  delightful  public  garden,  watered  by  numerous  canals,'^ 
etc.,  we  found  to  be  simply  a  large  orange  prchard,  very  neg- 
lected; and  the  numerous  canals,  some  water  running  along 
a  stone   trough.      The  oranges,   however,  being  of  the  bitter 
kind — Seville,  for  marmalade, — are  much  later  than  the  sweet, 
and  were,  therefore,  still  bending  down  the  boughs  with  their 
golden  load;  so  that  altogether  it  was  no  unenjoyable  exercise 
to  demolish  our  cold  chicken  under  their  shade,  especially  in  such 
a  land  as  this,  where  the  sight  of  a  tree  is  a  rarity.      Our  thirst 
we  duly  quenched  at  "  the  fine  fountain  in  the  commodious  arti- 
ficial grotto,^^  a  structure  which  would  prove  a  great  acquisition 
to  the  proprietor  of  any  Cockney  tea-gardens.   From  the  gardens 
I  walked  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  sketching  the  palace  on  the  way. 
At  the  top  the  car  came  up,  and  we  all  drove  homewards.   We  did 
not  pass  through  Rabato  or  Citt^  Vecchia,  but  just  skirted  them. 
In  descending  the  hill  I  got  a  sketch  of  the  cathedral,  from  the 
car,  as  it  looks  so  very  well  placed,  crowning  the  top  of  the  hill, 
and  towering  above  the  strong  fortifications  by  which  the  hill 
sides  are  walled  in.    A  little  further  on  the  large  lunatic  asylum 
lay  to  our  right.     On  reaching  the  gardens  of  St.  Antonio,  as 
we  had  plenty  of  time,  we  just  walked  in,  as  Mr.  H.  had  not 
before  seen  them.     These,  as  I  said  on  my  visit  in  December, 
now  belong  to  the  government,  and  the  adjoining  palace  is  the 
governor's  summer  residence.   They  are  far  superior  to  Boschetto, 
as  they  contain  a  great  variety  of  trees,  etc.,  and  they  contain 
several  ornamental  ponds  with  gold-fish,  fountains,  etc.     They 
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are,  however^  laid  out  in  the  strictly  formal  taste  of  the  place, 
stone  walks  intersecting  at  right  angles.  At  the  bottom  is  a 
tower^  from  whence  I  counted  five  large  populous  Casals  near, 
each  with  its  large  parish  church  (exemplifying,  what  I  have 
before  remarked  on,  the  prominence  given  to  the  house  of  God) 
towering  over  the  houses  of  the  people, — Lia  Balsan,  Nasciar, 
Gargur,  Bircircara,  Attard,  besides  Citt&  Vecchia  and  many 
others  in  the  distance.  The  view  from  this  tower  certainly 
conveys  the  impression  that  the  island  is  by  no  means  unin- 
babited.  Again  mounting  our  chariot,  we  were  soon  in  Bir- 
circara, and  soon  again  after  that,  about  five,  were  at  the  door  of 
I  our  sojourning  place,  our  mutual  good  wishes  having  been  fully 
1  realized. 

The  Earthquakes, — Saturday,  February  9,  was  to  me  a  me- 
morable day.  I  know  not  whether  I  was  asleep  beforehand,  and 
was  awakened  by  the  earlier  symptoms,  or  whether  I  was  already 
awake;  but  soon  after  12*30,  in  the  early  morning  of  that  day, 
I  became  sensible  of  a  peculiar  rumbling  noise  beneath,  together 
with  a  convulsive  shaking  of  the  house,  which  soon  increased  to 
a  sensible  rocking  of  the  whole  house,  and  of  course  the  room 
and  bed,  and  everything  else  in  it.  I  at  once  knew  it  was  an 
earthquake,  and  some  degree  of  alarm  I  certainly  felt,  as  it 
seemed  as  if  the  house  must  be  shaken  to  pieces,  or  at  least  that 
the  flags  from  the  roof  would  fall  in,  and  this  of  course  must 
have  resulted  had  the  quaking  been  much  more  violent  or  long 
continued.  Providentially,  however,  the  rocking  soon  ceased, 
and  gradually  the  rumbling  and  the  shaking  subsided,  though  I 
&ncied  I  felt  it  for  some  time ;  and  after  I  had  again  composed 
myself  to  sleep,  on  awaking  again  9ome  time  later,  I  felt  most 
sensibly  a  second  shock,  though  not  nearly  so  violent  as  the 
first.  On  discussing  the  matter  in  the  morning,  we  supposed 
that  the  violent  rocking  lasted  about  half  a  minute.  The  sound 
and  sensation  was  very  like  that  which  is  felt  in  a  house  built 
over  a  railway  tunnel  when  a  heavily  laden  train  is  passing 
under;  this  of  course  increased  a  hundredfold.  One  of  my 
companions  had  a  key  he  had  hung  up  shaken  off  its  hoo£.  In 
a  neighbouring  house  some  bottles  and  a  jug  were  thrown  down; 
ricketty  walls  fe)l,  and  disagreeable  cracks  were  made  in  several 
houses  in  Valletta,  but  I  believe  no  real  damage  was  done.  Our 
house  here  would,  humanly  speaking,  resist  a  pretty  heavy  shock, 
and  the  walls  are  thick ;  it  is  only  two  stories  high,  and  stands 
on  a  considerable  area.  Indeed,  all  the  houses  are  built,  or  at 
all  events  ought  to  be,  with  a  view  to  these  convulsions ;  not, 
indeed,  that  they  are  so  frequent  in  Malta  as  they  are  else- 
where.    In  the  harbours  it  was  sensibly  felt.     In  this,  the 
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Quarantine,  the  water  is  said  to  have  risen  somewhat ;  and  on 
board  the  ships  they  describe  the  sensation  as  similar  to  that  of 
the  anchor  being  "let  go."  The  last  earthquke  was  in  October, 
1856:  that  did  a  considerable  amount  of  damage:  that  was 
very  violent  at  Rhodes ;  and  it  was  supposed  that  this  came  from 
the  same  direction  (as  we  found  afterwards  it  did)  as  it  was  felt 
but  slightly  in  Sicily  and  that  direction. 

The  following  morning  we  heard  that  great  alarm  was  felt  in 
Valetta.  Numbers  rushed  into  the  streets  in  their  night-dresses, 
and  many  refused  to  return  to  their  houses,  remaining  in  the 
streets  and  open  places  all  night.  The  church  bells  tolled  for 
service  (these  I  heard  as  I  lay  awake),  flocks  resorted  thither; 
the  bishop  (R.  C.)  setting  the  example,  and  officiafing  at  St. 
Paul's  (R.  C.) .  Directly  I  heard  of  this  I  remarked  on  its  inex- 
pediency, and  since  find  at  least  one  of  the  papers  (the  Malta 
Times)  quite  coinciding  with  my  own  expressed  opinion.  '/With 
every  respect  for  the  motive  of  such  a  proceeding,"  says  that 
paper,  ''we  cannot  help  observing,  that  it  is  one  above  all  others, 
at  such  a  moment,  fraught  with  danger  to  human  life.  In  illus- 
tration of  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  allude  to  what  took  place 
at  Lisbon,  when  that  city  was  destroyed  by  earthquake  in  1755, 
a^d  thirty  thousand  persons  killed,  chiefly  owing  to  their  being 
congregated  at  the  time  in  vast  numbers  inside  the  churches." 

The  R.  C.  Bishop  seems  to  have  been  a  good  deal  afiected 
by  this  event,  and  looked  upon  it  as  a  sort  of  ante-judgment 
against  the  coming  frivolities  of  the  carnival.  One  of  its 
amusements,  called  the  "parata,"  he  succeeded  in  getting  set 
aside,  himself  reimbursing  the  money  which  had  been  expended 
in  preparation.  The  carnival  was  said  to  have  been  very  dull,  - 
except  on  Shrove  Tuesday.  The  shock,  or  the  accompanying 
condition  of  the  elements,  has  had  considerable  influence  both 
on  men  and  animals.  Not  a  few  were  at  the  time  seized  with 
nausea  and  vomiting,  alid  the  doctors  say  they  have  since  been 
fully  occupied.  An  Australian  emeu,  belonging  to  the  Royal 
Artillery  at  Port  Tigre,  has  since  been  very  unwell.* 


«  We  are  indebted  for  the  previous  extract,  to  an  unpublished  journal  of  a 

visit  to  Malta'  and  the  East,  by  the  late  lamented  Rev.  John  Chapman. Ed. 

J.  S.  L. 
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BEHTANi-LSS  HISTOBIENS  CBITIQUES  DE  JESUS. 

EvEBY  one  is  acquainted  with  the  change  of  attitude  towards 
the  Christian  religion  which  marks  the  greater  part  of  those 
who  have  written  against  it  of  late  years.  Scorn  and  ridicule, 
as  well  as  bitter  hostility,  have  been  exchanged  for  a  respectful 
and  sympathizing  tone.  But  though  this  is  *in  many  ways  a 
gain,  it  is  apt  to  embarrass  the  minds  of  believers  in  Christianity. 
They  find  many  of  their  views  and  feelings  expressed  with 
warmth  and  eloquence  by  men  whose  conclusions  startle  them 
On  other  points.  Where  are  they  to  part  company  from  those 
with  whom  they  have  so  much  in  common  ?  The  question  does 
not  affect  simple-minded  persons  with  strong  religious  convic- 
tions ;  but  it  often  produces  a  state  of  doubt  and  indecision  in 
those  who,  though  persuaded  of  the  truth  of  their  religion,  are 
at  the  same  time  attracted  to  the  discussion  of  what  belongs  to 
it.  It  is  the  intention  of  this  paper  to  aid  persons  of  this  kind 
in  seeing  the  real  difference  of  principle  between  themselves  and 
the  sceptical  writers  of  the  present  day. 

We  have  taken  M.  Renan  as  a -representative  of  the  latter 
class,  partly  on  account  of  his  elevated  views,  his  high  apprecia- 
tion of  Christianity,  and  his  freedom  from  hostility,  to  which,  as 
well  as  to  his  learning  and  charming  style,  justice  was  done  in 
a  late  number  of  this  Journal,*  and  partly  because  of  the 
absence  of  all  reserve  in  the  expression  of  his  opinions.  We 
shall  first  state  his  views  on  the  supernatural  or  miraculous  ele- 
ment in  religion  and  the  teaching  of  Christ,  and  then  notice  his 
account  of  the  supernatural  feature  in  the  narrative  of  the 

Gk)8pel8,  referring  throughout  to  his  Etudes  (THistoire  Religieuse, 
and  in  particular  to  the  essay  entitled  Les  Historiens  Critiques 
de  Jhus.  And  we  shall  in  each  case  add  some  of  the  reflections 
which  will  readily  occur  to  a  thoughtful  Christian  in  support  of 
his  own  convictions. 

I.  Benan  explicitly  denies  the  existence  of  the  supernatural. 
The  first  principle  of  criticism  is,  he  says,  that  the  miracle  has 
no  place  in  human  matters  any  more  than  in  nature.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  is,  as  he  rightly  states,  that  there  can  be  no 
discussion  between  the  high  philosophical  school  and  theologians, 
since  they  have  no  common  ground  to  meet  on.*  This  view, 
which  is  expressed  with  the  greatest  decision,  is  directly  con- 
nected with  his  denial  of  God^s  personality.  He  often  uses  the 
name  of  God  and  the  word  " divine'^  and  speaks  of  the  neces- 

•  October,  1862.  *  Preface,  p.  vii.,  cf.  pp.  ix.,  206. 
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sity  which  the  human  heart  feels  to  believe  and  adore.  He 
would  not  for  a  moment  disturb  the  faith  of  those  whose  wants 
are  met  by  religion  in  its  common  forms.*  The  philosopher  has 
also  his  worship  of  God,  but  in  the  way  of  a  transcendental 
rationalism ;  its  object  is  the  ideal  in  morals  and  aesthetics.  No 
other  meaning  can  be  put  upon  the  passage  quoted  in  the  note.*^ 
But  if  there  is  no  power  to  interfere  from  without  in  human 
development,  neither  is  it  needed.  The  mind  of  man  has  powers 
of  spontaneous  creation  which  are  hidden  from  those  whose  view 
is  restricted  by  the  narrow  bounds  of  common  sense.*^  Christ 
himself,  the  highest  form  of  the  highest  life  of  man,  was  merely 
human.  It  shews  an  ignorance  of  what  humanity  is  capable  of 
to  look  upon  him  as  divine  in  the  orthodox  sense.  We  must 
look  to  man's  nature  alone  for  all  the  phenomena  which  history 
records,  and  welcome  them  all.  Not  only  do  we  behold  what  is 
thoroughly  human  in  the  Greek  conception  of  life;  but  the 
doctrine  of  the  cross  which  was  folly  to  the  Greeks,  equally  pro- 
ceeds from  human  nature.*  Humanity  has  created  Christianity. 
Humanity  has  done  all,  and  done  all  well/  Evil  does  indeed 
exist ;  but  the  heart  of  man  is  the  only  source  of  it,  as  it  is  of 
good.^  Human  nature  is  indeed  always  beautiful,  but  not 
always  equally  so.*  But  the  evil  which  is  mixed  up  with  good 
in  the  actual,  must  be  left  out  of  sight  when  we  contemplate 
humanity.  She  is  the  impeccable.  Stain  attaches  only  to 
the  individual,  and  not  to  the  species  and  its  history.*     It  can 


*  "A  ceux  qui,  se  pla^ant  au  point  de  vue  de  la  substance,  me  demande- 
ront :  ce  Dieu  est-il  ou  n'est  il  pas  ?  Oh !  Dieu !  r6pondrai-je,  c*est  lui  qui  est, 
et  tout  le  reste  qui  parait  dtre.  Suppose  mSme  que,  pour  nous  philosophes,  un 
autre  mot  fCLt  pr^fgrable,  outre  que  les  mots  abstraits  n'expriment  pas  assez 
clairement  la  r6elle  existence,  il  j  aurait  un  immense  inconvenient  a  nous 
couper  ainsi  toutes  les  sources  po^tiques  du  pass4,  et  a  nous  s6parer  par  notre 
Ian  gage  des  simples  qui  adorent  si  bien  k  leur  manidre.  Le  mot  Dieu  6tant  en 
possession  des  respects  de  rhumanit^,  ce  mot  ayant  pour  lui  une  longue  pre- 
scription et  ayant  ^t^  employ^  dans  les  belles  poesies,  ce  serait  renverser  toutes 
les  nabitudes  du  Ian  gage  que  de  I'abandonner.  Dites  aux  simples  de  viyre 
d'aspiration  k  la  v^rit^,  d.  la  beauts,  k  la  bont^  morale,  ces  mots  n'auront  pour 
eux  aucun  sens.  Dites-leur  d'aimer  Dieu,  de  ne  pas  offenser  Dieu,  ils  vous 
comprendront  k  marveiUe.  Dieu,  Providence,  immortality,  autant  de  bona  vieux 
mots,  un  peu  lourds  peut-^tre,  que  la  philosophic  interpr^tera  dans  des  sens  de 
plus  en  plus  raffin^s,  mais  qu'elle  ne  remplacera  jamais  avec  avantage.  Sous 
une  forme  ou  sous  une  autre,  Dieu  sera  toujours  le  r^sum^  de  nos  besoins  supra- 
sensibles,  la  categorie  de  Vidial  (c'est-ft-dire  les  formes  sous  lesquelles  nous  con- 
cevons  I'id^al),  com  me  I'espace  et  le  temps  sont  les  categories  des  corps  (c*est-i- 
dire  les  formes  sous  lesquelles  nous  concevons  les  corps).  En  d'autres  termes, 
I'homme  plac6  devant  les  choses  belles,  bonnes,  ou  vraies,  sort  de  lui-mSme,  et, 
suspendu  par  un  charme  celeste,  an^antit  sa  ch^tive  personnalit^,  s'exalte, 
s'absorbe.     Qu'est  que  cela,  si  ce  n'est  adorer?" — p.  419. 

*  p.  198,  199.  •  p.  413.  /  p.  416. 

«  p.  429.  *  p.  295.  *  p.  129. 
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hardly  be  unfair  to  infer  from  language  of  this  kind  that  Renan 
also  rejects  the  belief  in  human  responsibility,  since  man  has  no 
superior  but  the  ideal,  which  is  abstract  and  impersonal.  At 
least  no  such  view  meets  us  in  his  writings.  It  is  needless  to 
say  that  there  is  no  trace  in  them  of  the  idea  of  sin. 

Renan  therefore  occupies  the  same  argumentative  ground 
with  reference  to  the  supernatural  as  Hume,  although  he  feels 
very  differently  towards  religion.  The  readers  of  Paley  will 
recollect  that  Hume  denied  the  possibility  of  miracles,  and  re- 
fused to  enter  upon  the  question  of  the  evidence  of  Christianity, 
since  it  could  be  pronounced  beforehand  to  be  without  weight 
from  the  very  fact  of  claiming  to  be  miraculous.  Paley  replied 
that  this '^praejudication'^  was  only  consistent  with  the  denial 
of  God's  existence.  If  He  exists  a  revelation  is  possible ;  and 
if  it  be  granted  us  it  must  come  in  a  miraculous  manner,  t.  e., 
as  something  not  simply  natural  and  human.  The  question 
therefore  is  whether  it  is  needed.  And  if  the  want  be  only 
enough  to  make  it  not  improbable  that  God  would  give  a  reve- 
lation, we  are  warranted  to  proceed  in  asking  whether  it  has 
actually  been  given,  which  is  a  question  that  must  be  decided 
by  testimony.  The  same  answer  may  be  made  to  Renan.  He 
would  of  course  object  to  the  expectation  of  any  revelation  at 
all.  He  recognizes  no  source  from  which  it  could  receive  that 
character,  nor  any  other  wants  on  our  part  than  those  which 
are  satisfied  in  the  spectacle  of  sublime  morality  in  Jesus.  But 
we  may  ask  the  Christian  whether  he  feels  that  this  is  all  which 
man  needed — whether  the  perfection  of  Jesus  is  enough  of  itself 
to  reassure  the  heart  which  has  been  convinced  of  sin,  or  rather 
might  not  increase  its  terror — whether  men  needed  no  recon- 
ciliation with  God — and  whether  the  question  of  our  future  life 
did  not  require  an  authoritative  settlement,  which  can  only  be 
found  in  our  Lord's  resurrection  ? 

We  cannot  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  the  evidence  of  the 
supernatural  in  the  life  of  Christ.  This  is  done  in  the  well- 
known  treatises  on  the  subject.''  And  the  weight  of  their  whole 
argument  is  so  great  that  no  one  would  be  unconvinced,  if  the 
possibility  of  the  supernatural  were  once  fairly  admitted.  But 
it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  draw  attention  to  a  point  connected 
with  our  Lord's  miracles,  which  is  often  not  brought  out  with 
sufficient  prominence.  They  are  not  merely  external  evidence, 
but  they  have  a  peculiar  nature,  as  being,  in  fact,  specimens 
and  instances  of  the  truth  which  they  establish.     Our  Lord's 

i  One  of  the  best  of  these  is  Archbishop  Whately's  Introductory  Lessons  on 
Christian  Evidences.  Its  unpretending  form  is  probably  the  chief  reason  of  its 
not  being  so  well  known  as  it  deserves. 
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resurrection  is  not  only  ^  proof  of  His  divine  power  an4  authority 
because  of  the  fulfilment  of  the  sign  which  He  Himself  appointed, 
we  need  not  think  of  it  simply  in  an  apologetic  point  of  view ; 
it  is  the  great  typical  and  efficacious  instance  of  Resurrection, 
solving  the  problem  in  which  every  one  has  so  deep  an  interest. 
And  when  we  see  Him  working  miracles^  not  for  the  purpose  of 
convincing  in  the  way  in  which  they  are  now  rightly  enough 
used  by  apologists,  but  as  the  manifesting  of  the  divine  power 
and  life  within  Him ;  producing  conviction  indeed,  yet  not  one 
merely  logical,  but  rather  a  sense  of  being  in  the  presence  of 
one  who  has  displayed  His  divine  origin :  then  we  see  the  victory 
of  spirit  over  nature  and  of  holiness  and  divine  life  over  sin,  and 
we  feel  that  the  more  we  are  united  to  Christ  the  higher  we  rise 
above  the  outward  terrors  of  sin  and  death.  Thus  the  miracles 
do  not  stand  isolated  and  disjoined  from  human  consciousnessi 
and  the  Christian  can  never  consent  to  the  view  which  regards 
them  as  imaginary  violations  of  an  uniformity  far  more  beau- 
tiful than  any  interruptions  of  it  could  ever  be.  No  doubt  it 
is  best  that  tbe  Christian  church  should  not  have  the  power  of 
working  miracles,  and  that  nature  has  recovered  her  position 
relatively  to  man.  But  it  is  also  best  that  the  Church's  founder 
has  established  once  for  all  the  dominion  of  the  spiritual  over 
the  natural. 

II.  As  to  Benan's  views  about  our  Lord^s  nature  and  teacb^ 
ing  the  following  pass^e  will  give  a  clearer  notion  in  addition 
to  what  we  have  already  said.  "  So  long  |w  one  noble  heart 
shall  aspire  to  moral  beauty,  so  long  as  one  elevated  soul  shall 
tremble  with  joy  in  the  presence  of  the  realization  of  the  divine, 
the  Christ  will  have  those  who  will  adore  him  on  the  truly  im- 
mortal side  of  his  being.  For  let  us  not  deceive  ourselves,  and 
extend  the  limits  of  the  imperishable  too  far.  Even  in  the 
Christ  of  the  Gospel  a  part  will  die — the  local  and  national  form, 
the  Jew,  the  Galilean.  But  a  part  will  remain,  the  great  Master 
of  Morals,  the  persecuted  Just  One,  he  who  has  said  to  man 
"  We  are  sons  of  the  same  heavenly  Father.'^  The  worker  of 
miracles  and  the  prophet  will  die.  Tbe  man  and  the  sage  will 
remain ;  or  rather,  the  eternal  bfjauty  will  live  for  ever  in  that 
sublime  name,  as  in  all  those  which  humanity  has  chosen  in 
order  to  recall  to  herself  what  she  is,  and  to  intoxicate  herself 
with  her  own  image.  There  is  the  living  God,  That  is  he 
whom  we  must  adore.''*  By  saying  that  the  Jew  and  Galilean 
will  disappear,  he  seems  to  refer  to  the  conviction  of  a  personal 
God,  Providence,  and  Sin,  which  is  implied  in  all  our  Lord's 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1863.]       Renan : — Les  Hi$iorien$  Critiques  de  Jisus.  55 

teaching,  but  which  was  no  novelty,  and  belonged  to  every 
Jew. 

But  we  must  notice  that  what  is  thus  rejected  is  not  some 
few  points  of  our  Lord's  teaching,  but  its  whole  groundwork,  a 
set  of  principles  as  comprehensive  as  any  can  be.    And  they  were 
those  of  a  whole  nation  with  a  very  remarkable  history.     And 
the  defence  and  propagation  of  a  portion  of  them  was  the  work, 
to  use  the  language  of  Renan,  which  that  nation  had  to  perform 
for  humanity.     Its  Monotheism,  it  is  said,  which  it  handed  on 
to  the  Christian  Church  has  driven  away  Polytheism  from  the 
most  gifted  parts  of  the  world,  and  has  made  a  very  high  notion 
of  God  universal  among  them.     But  if  so,  is  there  not  some 
reason  to  respect  those  other  beliefs  which  were  joined  with  that 
of  Monotheism,  and  which  Christianity  has  equally  inherited? 
They   are  also  inseparable  from  the  originality  of  our  Lord's 
teaching.     Of  course  it  is  impossible  to  separate  them  from  it 
historically.     Our  Lord,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  did  not  teach 
merely  an   exalted  morality,  but   a,  religious  morality.      His 
teaching  was  completely  moral,  but  it  was  crowned  by  devotion. 
If  we  say  that  the  moral  is  the  valuable  part,  and  the  religious  is 
due  to  the  prejudices  of  the  nation,  we  set  ourselves  against  His 
teaching,  and  take  away  all  that  gave  it  distinctiveness  and  suc- 
cess.    Why  should  it  have  had  more  power  than  the  teaching  of 
Socrates  ?     Because  it  was  not  a  philosophy,  but  a  religion.     It 
awoke  the  sense  of  ^in,  and  taught  man  to  rest  in  God,  and  to 
glory  in  the  cross.    It  is  in  the  cross,  after  all,  that  the  secret  of 
the  success  of  the  Gospel  lies.    Its  teaching  goes  straight  to  the 
inmost  consciousness  of  a  corrupt  nature.     Again,  they  are  im- 
plied in  His  own  declarations  about  Himself,  and  His  relation  to 
the  Father  and  to  us.     He  was  Himself,  according  to  His  own 
words,  the  highest  declaration  of  the  supernatural.     He  was  the 
revelation  of  the  Father ;  and  to  us  He  was  the  Way,  the  Truth, 
and  the  Life.     Now,  if  He  stand  at  the  head  of  the  whole  race 
of  man  in  moral  wisdom  and  holiness,  is  it  not  arbitrary  rashness 
to  say  that  in  spite  of  this  He  was  under  a  delusion  when  He 
came  to  the  subject  of  religion  ?     He  never  viewed  morals  and 
religion  apail;.     And  if  He  said  that  the  things  which  He  spake 
were  what  He  heard  from  the  Father,  which  of  us  is  in  a  position 
to  question  it?      What  man  can  gain  a  point  of  view  high 
enough  to  criticize  the  words  of  Jesus?     ^^ Though  I  bear  re- 
cord of  myself,  my  record  is  true,  for  I  know  whence  I  came 
and  whither  I  go,"     How  hollow  does  this  sound  if  it  only 
means  that  He  derived  His  eminence  above  other  men  from  His 
sense  of  the  ideal,  and  that  this  was  the  aim  to  which  He  was 
ever  tending !     And  we  must  agree  with  Leasing  that  "  if  Jesus 
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were  not  God  then  were  Mahometanism  an  improvement  on 
Christianity,  since  Mahomet  has  carefully  abstaineid  from  giving 
occasion  to  that  idolatry  which  on  this  hypothesis  the  words  erf 
Jesus  provoke/''  And  lastly,  these  convictions,  together  with 
the  way  in  which  they  are  met  by  Christianity  alone,  take  in  all 
the  facts  connected  with  man's  life.  The  Christian  is  conscious 
of  natural  sinfulness  and  the  possession  of  a  moral  nature  with 
high  instincts  and  noble  principles.  He  has  many  blessings, 
and  natural  joys  are  open  to  him  in  all  innocent  degrees,  and  no 
one  has  a  right  to  them  in  any  other.  Again,  he  sees  himself 
and  others  punished  under  the  regular  plan  of  God's  providence, 
and  at  other  times  subject  to  suffering  which  he  <»nnot  directly 
connect  with  fault,  but  which  seems  a  part  of  the  conditions  of 
life ;  and  upon  this  chequered  state  of  things  comes  death  as  a 
conclusion,  creating  a  fear  of  extinction,  and  producing  a  certain 
sense  of  vanity  and  futility  about  our  life  as  a  whole.  Now 
Christianity  teaches  us  to  take  each  of  these  facts  and  deal  with 
it  honestly.  It  bids  us  humiliate  ourselves  on  account  erf  our 
sinfulness,  not  that  we  may.  remain  cowed  and  poor-spirited,  but 
rejoice  in  forgiveness  and  the  renewal  of  our  nature  through 
Christ.  It  tells  us,  too,  that  we  are  not  mistaken  in  exulting  in 
the  thought  of  goodness  and  the  thrill  of  virtuous  resolutions 
and  actions  ;  because  man's  nature  is,  as  we  feel  it  to  be,  pro- 
perly and  strictly  speaking,  virtuous  and  holy.  It  is  so  in  its 
perfect  form,  when  in  complete  union  with  God.  It  is  so  in 
Christ  Jesus.  But  as  to  ourselves,  in  whom  the  imperfection 
of  nature  remains,  in  whatever  degree  we  approach  to  union 
with  God,  our  exultation  must  always  be  chastened,  our  "  glory- 
ing must  be  in  the  Lord."  When  the  day  comes  for  our 
thorough  union  with  Him  we  shall  be  able  then  to  use  none  but 
glorious  language  about  ourselves,  although  the  source  of  our 
glorying  will  be  the  same.  And  the  Christian  takes  chastise- 
ment as  being  what  it  is,  as  a  punishment  which  he  deserves, 
but  which  is  a  token  of  love  at  the  same  time.  And  such  afflic- 
tion as  is  not  punitive  he  takes  resignedly,  as  serving  the  purpose 
of  discipline,  thus  turning  it  into  blessing.  And  while  the  cer- 
tainty of  death  prevents  his  being  absorbed  in  the  present  life, 
he  does  not  fear  it,  but  often  is  able  to  anticipate  it  with  joy. 
So  that  he  is  able  to  deal  honestly  with  all  the  facts  of  his  pre- 
sent existence,  not  to  shut  his  eyes  to  its  imperfect  character 
and  varied  aspect,  but  through  hope  to  cherish  the  good  and 
fear  the  evil.  But  other  men  do  not  embrace  all  these  things 
in  their  view  of  life;  they  will  not  consent  to  think  meanly  of 

'  See  Dr.  Mill  on  the  Pantheistic  theory,  pp.  106,  107. 
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themselves ;  they  will  take  only  the  glorious  view — a  view  which 
it  is  right  to  take^  bnt  which  it  is  premature  as  yet  to  take 
exdnrively.  And  in  so  doing,  they  are  driven  to  take  refuge  in 
the  gk»7  of  tiie  race,  because  the  consciousness  of  the  individual 
forbids  hun  finding  material  enough  in  himself.  But  the  race  is 
<Mily  sua  aggregate  of  individuals,  and  does  not  rise  in  character 
above  that  of  those  who  compose  it.  We  may  make  an  abstract 
idea  of  man  if  we  will,  and  leave  out  features  that  do  not  please 
us  ;  but  this  is  merely  a  creation  of  the  mind.  The  race,  indeed, 
hBB  some  qualities  which  the  individual  has  not ;  for  instance, 
perpetuity.  It  has  not  that  element  of  littleness  which  we  feel 
in  our  own  case — the  necessity  of  death.  But  this  simply  means 
that  men  reproduce  themselves,  and  leave  others  to  take  their 
place  when  th^  are  gone.  The  race  itself  has  no  substantive 
existence  of  its  own,  it  is  simply  the  succession  of  separate  men. 
In  the  same  way  it  is  a  common  thing  to  shrink  from  the  ques- 
tion of  responsibility  and  punishment ;  though  at  the  same  time 
we  aire  ready  to  admit  imperfection  and  failure  in  coming  up  to 
the  abstract  standard  of  right,  for  the  feeling  of  humiliation 
whk^h  the  latter  admission  creates  is  quite  distinct  from  that 
which  arises  from  viewing  ourselves  as  accountable  to  God.  We 
get  rid  also  of  the  thoughts  of  death  as  best  we  can.  In  all 
literature  and  society  it  is  ignored  as  much  as  possible.  But 
surely  that  system  has  no  slight  advantages  which  can  dispose  of 
all  the  facts  of  life  without  refusing  to  see  any  part  of  them. *• 

III.  Let  us  turn  now  to  Renan^s  views  on  the  ori^n  of 
the  supernatural  element  of  the  four  Gospels.  After  tracing  the 
several  steps  by  which  the  principles  of  criticism,  applied  by 
Wolf  to  the  Homeric  poems,  were  employed  first  upon  the  Old 

«*  The  following  eloquent  bat  melancholy  passage  shews  that  Kenan's  prin* 
ciples  do  not  shut  out  some  misgivings.  We  see  the  same  tendency  in  similar 
quarters  to  find  support  and  consolation  in  the  consciousness  of  an  honest  and 
laborious  search  after  truth,  as  if  it  were  something  more  certain  than  the  truth 
itself,  which  it  is  felt  may  be  disappointing.  "  Voila,  suivant  moi,  I'avenir,  si 
Tavenir  est  au  progrds.  Arrivera-t-on  k  une  vue  plus  certaine  de  la  destin6e  de 
I'homme  et  de  ses  rapports  avec  I'infini  ?  Saurons-nous  plus  clairement  la  loi  de 
I'origine  des  6tres,  la  nature  de  la  conscience,  ce  qu'est  la  vie  et  la  personnalit^  ? 
Le  monde,  sans  revenir  k  la  cr^dulit^  et  tout  en  persistant  dans  sa  voie  de  phi- 
losophic positive,  retrouvera-t-il  la  joie,  I'ardeur,  I'esp^rance,  les  longues  pensees  ? 
Vaudra-t-il  encore*  un  jour  la  peine  de  vivre,  et  I'homme  qui  croit  au  devoir 
trouvera-t-il  dans  le  devoir  la  r^ompense  ?  Cette  science,  k  laquelle  nous  con- 
saorons  notre  vie,  nous  rendra-t-elie  ce  que  nous  lui  sacrifions  ?  Je  I'ignore. 
Ce  qu'il  y  a  de  certain,  c'est  qu'en  cherchant  le  vrai  par  la  methode  scientifique, 
nous  aurons  fait  notre  devoir.  Si  la  v^rit^  est  triste,  nous  aurons  du  moins  la 
consolation  de  I'avoir  trouv^e  selon  les  regies  ;  ou  pourra  dire  que  nous  aurions 
m^rit^  de  la  trouver  plus  consolante ;  nous  nous  rendrons  ce  t^moignage  que 
nous  aurons  ^t^  avec  nous-m§me  d'une  sinc^rit^  absolue." — Discours  cPouverture 
du  COIN'S  de  Languea  Hihraique^  etc.  1862.  We  are  reminded  of  the  saying, 
*'  Veritatem  Philosophia  qu»rit,  religio  habet." 
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aud  then  the  New  Testament^  he  enters  upon  the  subject  of  the 
mythicul  theory  advanced  by  Strauss.  Its  weak  parts,  he  says, 
were  soon  pointed  out  by  a  large  number  of  opponents,  whose 
aiift  was  to  prove  that  the  myth  was  impossible  at  the  period  at 
which  Christianity  appeared,  and  that  the  work  necessary  for 
the  formation  of  a  myth  could  not  have  taken  place  in  the 
interval  between  the  death  of  Jesus  and  the  time  at  which  the 
accounts  of  his  life  were  drawn  up.  His  own  opinion  on  the 
date  of  the  Gospels  is  that  they  carry  us  very  near  to  the  time  of 
Jesus,  if  not  in  their  present  form,  at  least  by  means  of  the 
documents  which  compose  them;  and  that  they  contain  an 
immediate  echo  of  the  reports  current  in  the  first  Christian 
generation.**  Hence  he  allows  that  the  groundwork  of  the 
evangelic  narrative  is  real,  and  censures  Strauss  for  having 
almost  entirely  lost  sight  of  the  personal  action  of  Jesus.**  He 
conceives  that  the  supernatural  part  of  the  account  of  his  life  is 
a  colouring  of  the  actual  facts.  '^  The  evangelic  ideal,^^  he  says, 
''was  the  result  of  a  transfiguration  and  not  of  a  creation.'^*'  And 
he  distinguishes  his  theory  fix>m  that  of  Strauss,  by  the  use  of  the 
word  legend  rather  than  of  myths  Although  there  was  no  longer 
power  of  spontaneity  enough  to  originate  a  myth,  there  was 
enough  to  produce  a  legendary  version  of  a  true  history.  Fer- 
tility of  legend  lasts  until  the  arrival  of  the  age  of  science,  only 
diminishing  in  power  in  proportion  as  it  is  subdued  by  care  for 
reality/  And  the  East  never  knew  that  intellectual  greatness 
which  does  not  need  miracles.  It  cared  little  for  a  sage  who 
worked  no  wonders.  It  has  always  looked  upon  nature  with  the 
eyes  of  a  child.  Thus  the  legend  springs  up  of  itself  without 
intention  to  deceive,  and  once  started  it  grows  as  it  rolls  along. 
The  fables  of  the  Talmud  shew  perfectly  this  tendency  in  the 
case  of  the  Jews.  And  its  development  in  the  time  of  Christ 
was  aided  by  the  expectation  of  the  Messiah  and  the  excited  con- 
dition of  the  people.  At  the  same  time  he  confesses  that  the 
problem  is  the  obscurest  in  history,  and  that  we  must  despair  of 
ever  completely  understanding  the  question,  owing  to  the  want 
of  the  necessary  documents.* 

In  examining  this  theory  we  may  confine  our  thoughts  to 
the  single  point  of  our  Lord's  Resurrection.  If  the  accounts  of 
that  event  could  be  the  creation  of  the  Christian  body,  we  shall 
be  able  to  admit  still  more  readily  that  there  is  the  same  source 
for  the  supernatural  form  of  His  ministry.  And  if  it  could  not 
be  so,  there  will  be  no  inducement  to  any  one  to  make  a  dif- 

«  p.  172,  173.  «  p.  165,  211.  p  p.  178.  »  p.  164,  178. 

-  p.  201.  •  p.  199,  203. 
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fiouHy  of  the  other  miracle9.  For  the  sapematoral  is  found  in  % 
higher  degree  in  the  resurrection  than  in  anything  else  reoorded 
in  the  Gospels,  exoept  the  Incarnation.^ 

We  must  begin  with  noticing  the  importance  of  the  continua- 
tion of  the  Christian  history  contained  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 
The  date  of  that  book  must  be  the  same  as  that  which  Benan 
assigns  to  the  Gospels,  and  its  authority  equally  good.    The  way 
then  in   which  it  describes  the  followers  of  Jesus  as  holdii^g 
together  after  his  death,  under  the  conviction  that  they  formed 
a  Church  founded  by  Him,  and  proceeding  at  once  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost  to  carry  out  his  work  with  activity,  is  a  great  confir- 
mation of  the  truth  of  his  appearance  after  the  Resurrection  de- 
scribed in  the  Qospels.    For  what  else  but  the  reality  of  that 
event  can  easily  account  for  their  conduct  under  circumstances 
in  which  we  should  look  for  their  despair  and  dispersion  ?    But 
next,  this  truth  was  the  point  which  they  placed  foremost  in  their 
teaching.     It  is  inseparable  from  any  part  of  it  even  in  the  ear- 
liest times.    It  is  the  sum  of  St.  Peter's  sermon  in  the  second 
chapter.    Now  we  must  remember  the  importance  of  time  in 
this  question.    A  very  considerable  period  must  have  elapsed 
before  the  Christians  could  have  generally  accepted  the  fiction  of 
Christ  having  risen.    It  could  not  have  had  its  origin  nor  have 
circulated  amongst  those  who  had  been  the  earUest  members  of 
the  church.    And  yet  we  find  that  this  beyond  everything  was 
that  which  gave  the  chief  strength  to  Christ's  own  disciples,  to 
whose  exertions  the  spreading  of  the  Church  was  due.   And  fur- 
ther, the  very  existence  of  the  Christian  community,  not  as  a 
mere  multitude  without  any  bond  of  union,  but  as  an  oi^anized 
body,  having  its  worship  and  symbolic  rites  (which  implies  some 
points  of  common  belief),  and  in  which  the  supreme  authority 
was  in  the  bands  of  the  Apostles,  did  not  present  a  condition  of 
things  favourable  for  the  growth  of  Legend.    It  requires  freedom, 
leisure,  and  room  for  the  play  of  fancy,  and  absence  of  con- 
troling  criticism.     But  the  facts  were  too  recent  and  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Apostles  too  nearly  felt  for  such  an  invention  to  have 
Wginated  and  spread  for  many  years  after  Christ's  death. 

And  long  before  we  quit  this  period  we  have  fresh  testimony 
to  the  Besurrection,  from  one  who  was  not  an  original  member 
of  the  Church,  in  the  whole  of  St,  Paul's  writings.  It  is  true 
that  be  does  not  allude  to  the  events  connected  with  the  Incar- 

'  Ck>mpare  the  fpUowing  passage  from  Benan  (in  his  essay  on  Channing  p.  378.) 
"  En  v^rit^,  dans'  oette  voie  il  n'y  a  que  le  premier  pas  qui  co^te ;  il  ne  faut  pas 
marchander  avec  le  sumaturel ;  la  foi  va  d^une  seule  pidce,  et,  le  sacrifice  r  - 
oompH,  il  ne  sied  pas  de  reclaimer  au  detail  les  droits  dont  on  a  fait  une  foi' 
toutes  I'entidre  Qession." 
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nation^  which  are  also  not  found  in  St.  John^  and  has  no  mention 
in  particular  of  our  Lord^s  miracles^  yet  he  is  a  witness  to  the 
Resurrection.  If  we  went  to  the  length  of  supposing  his  con- 
viction that  he  had  himself  seen  the  Lord  to  be  the  result  of 
an  excited  imagination^  still  he  must  either  have  derived  the 
notion  from  the  Church  before  he  thought  he  was  himself  a  wit- 
ness of  its  truths  or  it  must  have  been  entirely  his  own  delusion. 
In  the  first  case,  his  own  reference  to  Peter,  James  the  Lord^s 
brother,  and  all  the  other  witnesses  mentioned  in  1  Cor.  xv., 
she^s  what  authority  there  was  for  the  belief.  If  the  other  alter* 
native  were  taken,  then  he  could  have  found  in  the  same  con* 
temporaries  those  who  not  only  could  have  refuted  him,  but  who 
would  have  been  bound  to  do  so  by  the  truthfulness  which  their 
Master  inculcated.  It  is  impossible  to  exaggerate  the  import- 
ance of  the  ai^ument  we  have  here  briefly  indicated. 

And  as  to  any  tendency  to  legendary  creation  on  the  part  ol 
the  early  Christians,  supposing  it  to  exist,  it  could  not  affect  the 
question  of  the  Resurrection.  Renan  appeals  to  the  Talmud  as 
proof  of  the  fictions  of  which  the  Jewish  mind  was  capable. 
But  the  fables  in  the  Talmud  did  not  concern  persons  known  to 
the  authors  of  them  and  their  contemporaries,  so  as  to  be  subject 
to  correction  from  friends  and  enemies.  The  cases  are  not  parallel. 
But  the  grand  difference  is  that  between  the  school  of  Christ  and 
the  Rabbis.  The  disciples  had  been  trained  to  truth  and  sobriety. 
That  spirit  of  truthfulness  which  they  had  learned  from  Jesus 
would  forbid  their  propagating  a  lie  under  the  notion  of  doing 
honour  to  Him.  And  they  were  too  much  in  earnest  to  play 
with  the  facts  of  His  life,  and  to  let  their  imaginations  gradually 
invest  Him  with  a  fictitious  glory. 

And  besides  this  love  of  truth  in  those  who  were  best  in- 
formed, which  would  also  have  made  it  imperative  upon  them  to 
discourage  any  such  attempt  on  the  part  of  others,  there  were 
two  distinct  parties  which  would  have  opposed  all  additions  to 
what  had  been  received  from  the  first  as  our  Lord's  history. 
One  of  these  was  the  Judaizing  party.  It  is  difficult  quite  to 
realize  their  position ;  but  we  may  be  certain  that  they  would 
watch  with  jealousy  anything  which  would  tend  to  weaken  their 
hold  on  the  law  of  Moses,  by  carrying  the  history  of  our  Lord 
further  than  facts  had  warranted.  The  other  was  a  spiritualizing 
party,  represented  by  Hymenseus  and  Philetus  at  Ephesus,  who 
taught  that  "the  resurrection  is  passed  already^'  (2  Tim.  ii.  17), 
that  is,  that  each  Christian  had  experienced  a  spiritual  resurrec- 
tion, and  that  no  other  was  to  be  looked  for.  A  similar  party 
«  p-.^ied  at  Corinth,  and  occasioned  the  writing  of  the  fifteenth 
«5r  of  St.  PauFs  first  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians.     They  do 
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not  seem  indeed  to  have  denied  the  truth  of  Christ's  resurrec- 
tion. It  had  been  taught  too  distinctly  by  St.  Paul.  It  is  pro- 
bable, however,  that  they  would  have  done  so,  if  they  had  been 
able.  At  least  the  tendency  of  their  thought  would  have  been 
adverse  to  the  originating  of  such  a  belief.  If  then  we  find  ab- 
solutely no  trace  of  resistance  to  it,  in  the  early  period,  from  any 
portion  of  the  members  of  the  church,  it  seems  morally  certain 
that  its  reality  had  placed  it  beyond  dispute.     * 

In  this  discussion  of  Renan's  opinions  the  reader  will  notice 
that  we  have  said  little  which  is  new.  It  is  satisfactory  to  find 
that  the  old  arguments  for  Christianity  hold  their  ground  on  the 
principal  points,  and  that  they  simply  require  adaptation  in  order 
to  be  made  serviceable  in  the  present  form  of  the  controversy. 
It  will  be  understood  also  that  there  has  been  no  attempt  to 
argue  the  question  with  Renan  on  his  own  ground.  Our  wish 
has  been  to  criticize  him  from  the  point  of  view  taken  by  be- 
lievers in  Christianity,  to  draw  out  the  difierence  between  his 
principles  and  theirs,  and  considering  him  as  a  representative  of 
a  class  of  writers,  to  suggest  the  way  in  which  we  should  pro- 
ceed in  judging  of  their  views.  The  right  course  seems  to  be 
this,  to  be  clear  as  to  what  our  own  principles  are,  and  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  grounds  of  our  belief;  and  then  if  we  meet 
with  opponents  of  Christianity,  to  try  to  discover  their  first 
principles,  even  if  they  do  not  distinctly  apprehend  them  them- 
selves, or  disguise  them  under  ambiguous  language.  If  we  adopt 
this  method,  it  may  be  hoped  that  we  shall  escape  or  put  an  end 
to  suspense  on  the  most  important  of  all  questions ;  while  we 
may  receive  material  for  thought,  and  gain,  at  times,  enlarge- 
ment of  view  from  adverse  writings,  without  being  shaken  on 
the  fundamental  points  of  our  holy  faith. 
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THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  LINGOTSTIC  PREPARATION  FOR 
MISSIONARIES  IN  GENERAL, 

WITH   SOME   REMARKS   ON   CHEISTIAN    LITEBATUBE   IN  EASTEBN   YEBNACniiARS.* 

The  call  to  engage  personally  in  the  work  of  propagating  the 
religion  of  the  Lord  Jesus  in  heathen  lands  is  great  and  press- 
ing. Would  that  it  were  more  earnestly  thought  over,  and  more 
sincerely  and  prayerfully  examined  by  all  right-minded  ministers 
and  candidates  for  the  ministry !  This,  however,  does  not  form 
the  main  subject  which  I  desire  now  to  bring  under  the  notice 
of  the  Dublin  University  Prayer  Union.  But  what  I  do  desire 
at  the  present  time  to  impress  upon  the  members  is  the  great 
importance  of  the  due  preparation  of  a  missionary  for  his  work. 

Foremost  among  the  requisites  for  missionary  work  is  to  be 
named  personal  piety  and  a  desire  to  '^  win  souls/^  It  is  useless^ 
and  worse  than  useless,,to  urge  an  unconverted  man  to  engage 
in  the  work  of  going  forth  to  preach  Christ,  when  he  has  not 
known  Him  personally  as  his  Redeemer.  The  first  preparation 
must  be  made  on  the  knees,  a  surrender  of  the  heart  to  God; 
and  in  all  the  observations  which  I  may  make,  I  wish  it  to  be 
distinctly  understood  that  they  are  made  subservient  to  this. 

But  this  requirement  is  not  peculiar  to  foreign  work,  it  is 
just  as  essential  at  home.  We  have  got  too  much  into  the  habit 
of  viewing  the  ministry  at  home  in  the  light  of  a  mere  profes- 
sion, preliminary  to  the  entrance  on  which  various  courses  have 
to  be  gone  through.  But  when  we  consider  for  what  purpose 
it  was  instituted  by  Christ,  namely,  "  to  seek  his  sheep  which 
Sixe  scattered  abroad  in  this  naughty  world,^'  we  see  that  to  be 
a  real,  not  a  nominal,  minister  of  Christ  something  more  than 
outward  ordination,  whether  Episcopalian  or  otherwise,  is  re- 
quired, even  an  inward  ordination  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Nor  is  an  acquaintance  with  theology  of  greater  importance 
for  foreign  than  for  home  work,  as  it  is  equally  essential  to  both. 
In  our  two-years^  divinity  course  a  solid  foundation  is  laid  for 
future  studies;  but  remember  it  is  only  a  foundation.  You 
cannot  ^'finish  your  education^^  in  theology.     The  science  is 

----- 

«  By  the  Rev.  Ch.  H.  H.  Wright,  M.A.,  Trinitjr  College,  Dublin,  and  Exeter 
College,  Oxford;  Foreign  Secretary  of  the  Dublin  University  Prayer  Union; 
British  Chaplain  (elect)  at  Dresden.    Read  before  the  Union,  Dec.  6th,  ^862. 

[We  prefer  to  insert  the  article  of  Mr.  Wright  in  the  form  in  which  it  was 
delivered.  As  bearing  upon  one  important  department  of  Christian  scholarship 
it  is  worthy  of  careful  attention.  The  subject  is  one  of  considerable  interest, 
and  we  are  thankful  to  have  it  in  a  manner  forced  upon  our  notice.  The  article 
which  follows  this  has  been  introduced  as  affording  a  practical  illustration  of 
the  use  which  can  be  made  of  such  learning  as  Mr.  Wright  so  ably,  judiciously, 
and  earnestly  recommends. — Ed.  J.  S,  L.] 
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inexhaustible^  and  the  Rationalists  within  and  without  our 
church  will  have  performed  a  work  for  which  we  ought  to  be 
grateful,  when  they  have  thoroughly  aroused  the  clergy  to  give 
that  due  attention  to  theological  and  Biblical  study  which  was 
so  characteristic  a  mark  of  the  divines  of  the  Beformational 
and  Puritan  eras. 

And  let  me,  just  in  passing,  remark  that  it  is  in  this  way, 
and  not  by  means  of  ecclesiastical  prosecutions,  that  we  ought  to 
repel  error.  Careful  reading,  earnest  study,  and  sound  argu- 
ment, will  do  more  to  drive  away  strange  doctrines  than  all 
the  legal  tribunals  that  may  be  set  at  work.  And  it  is  certainly 
a  hardship  that  clergymen  of  our  church  should  be  condemned 
for  heresy,  and  cut  off  from  all  position  and  means  of  liveli- 
hood, when  few  doors  are  open  by  which  they  may  leave  the 
Church,  in  consequence  of  the  supposed  indelibility  of  holv 
orders,  which  seems  to  form  a  portion  of  the  law  of  the  land. 
When  clergymen  shall  be  permitted  by  law  to  resign  their 
sacred  office,  and  to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  bar  and  the  other 
professions  without  any  legal  disqualification — when  holy  orders 
shall  be  no  more  required  in  the  universities  as  a  neces- 
sary qualification  for  holding  professorships  unconnected  with 
theology — it  will  be  possible  to  indict  individuals  for  heresy 
without  the  prosecutors  incurring  the  charge  of  being  persecu- 
tors. May  this  time  soon  come;  for  surely  no  right-minded 
man  can  desire  to  see  our  national  Church  composed  as  it  is 
at  present  of  men  of  almost  all  sorts  and  shades  of  opinion, 
Trinitarian  and  Socinian,  Evangelical  and  Tractarian,  Bational- 
ii^ic  and  Pantheistic. 

To  return  to  my  theme :  there  are  branches  of  study  which, 
though  useful  at  home,  are  still  more  practically  usefiil  in  some 
mission  fields.  For  instance,  a  missionary  in  India,  who  desires 
to  make  way  with  the  more  intellectual  Hindus  who  are  the 
leaders  of  the  masses,  will  be  much  better  qualified  for  his  work 
if  he  is  acquainted  with  logic  and  metaphysics.  Without  this 
knowledge  he  will  find  it  difficult  to  understand  the  various  tenets 
of  the  philosophical  schools  of  India.  His  ignorance  in  this  re- 
spect may  sometimes  do  harm  to  the  truth  he  desires  to  uphold. 
Difficulties  from  which  at  home  he  may  be  able  profitably  to 
divert  his  hearers'  attention  will  have  often  to  be  discussed 
more  deeply  abroad. 

"The  whole  Hindu  nation  is  leavened  with  metaphysical 
lore.'^  The  mass  of  the  people  in  our  own  land  are  ignorant 
of,  and  care  not  to  know,  the  speculations  of  philosophers  on 
abstract  questions.  In  India  it  is  different ;  a  current  of  Pan- 
theism, now  of  a  coarser,  now  of  a  more  subtle  kind,  pervades 
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the  minds  of  its  people.  We  are  not,  however,  to  imagine  that 
all  Hindus  are  imbued  with  a  love  of  these  questions,  or  that  all 
are  filled  with  a  reverence  for  their  philosophical  systems.  Re- 
ligion in  India  often  consists  in  a  mere  observance  of  caste 
customs  and  a  routine  of  idle  ceremonies.  There,  as  well  as  at 
home,  are  men  to  be  met  who  know  and  care  nothing  about 
religion,  whose  god  is  really  their  belly,  and  who  mind  only 
earthly  things. 

Notwithstanding  this  fact,  we  must  also  bear  in  mind  that 
many  things  are  found  when  we  search  for  them,  which  we  do 
not  discover  by  a  mere  cursory  survey.  A  person  may  dwell 
for  years  in  Ireland,  and  yet  be  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  pro- 
gress of  missionary  work  among  our  Roman  Catholic  country- 
men; and  so  in  India,  civilians  busied  about  other  concerns 
may  be  totally  ignorant  of  the  progress  of  Christianity.  Simi- 
larly also,  a  man  with  some  knowledge  of  metaphysics  and 
of  Indian  literature  may  discover  many  like-minded  with  him- 
self in  those  respects  among  the  people,  whose  sentiments  would 
be  quite  unknown  to  a  man  of  a  different  stamp.  At  home  we 
sometimes  find  that  a  minister  who,  while  occupying  himself 
with  his  main  business  of  preaching  the  Word,  acquaints  him- 
self with  the  state  of  feeling  among  literary  and  scientific  circles, 
is  often  able  indirectly  to  do  much  for  the  cause  of  God,  and 
to  secure  a  respectful  attention  to  his  preaching  from  some  who 
otherwise  might  not  listen  at  all.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
sometimes  see  that  a  clergyman  who  dogmatically  preaches  the 
same  gospel  and  is  ready  to  condemn  as  heretics  all  who  differ 
from  himself,  even  in  their  phraseology  alone,  often,  without 
intending  it,  does  much  injury  to  evangelical  truth.  The  case  is 
no  doubt  the  same  abroad,  exceptis  excipiendis, 

A  preliminary  study  then  of  logic  and  metaphysics  will 
prove  often  of  great  service  to  the  missionary,  and  will  some- 
times lead  him  to  see  that  the  same  truth  can  be  expressed  in  a 
different  phraseology.  A  study  of  the  Indian  schools  of  philo- 
sophy at  home  would  perhaps  occupy  too  much  time,  but  yet 
the  missionary-designate  might  profitably  peruse  the  essay  of 
Dr.  Mullens,  the  Rev.  K.  M.  Banerjea's  Dialogties  on  the  Hindu 
Philosophy,  and  Dr.  Ballantyne^s  Christianity  contrasted  tvith 
Hindu  Philosophy,  along  with  his  specimen  fasciculus  of  the 
Bible  for  the  Pandits,  Dr.  Ballantyne's  works  especially  will 
supply  him  with  many  valuable  hints,  though  he  may  not  idways 
coincide  with  their  learned  author. 

We  may  safely  omit  speaking  of  the  importance  of  a  know- 
ledge of  Greek,  especially  of  Biblical  Greek,  since  it  is  gener- 
ally considered  as  necessary  for  all  clergymen,  although  a  real 
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acquaintance  with  it  is  not  commonly  to  be  met  with.  But  the 
case  is  different  with  respect  to  Hebrew,  which  is  sadly  neglected, 
and  generally,  when  not  altogether  neglected,  studied  on  such 
an  unsound  basis  that  it  would  be  better  not  known  at  all.  The 
multiplicity  of  such  '*  helps "  as  grammatical  analyses,  and  the 
very  discreditable  blanders  into  which  many  of  the  defenders  of 
truth  have  fallen  in  their  replies  to  Essays  and  Reviews,  and  in 
their  criticisms  on  the  recently-published  and  much  to  be  lamented 
work  of  Bishop  Colenso,  would  supply  many  illustrations  of  the 
trtth  of  this  statement.  We  have  now,  however,  to  deal  with 
the  subject  in  its  relation  to  the  missionary.  And  from  this  point 
of  view  Hebrew  is  one  of  the  most  important  languages,  if 
studied  on  a  sound  grammatical  foundation.  It  is  the  key  to 
the  other  Shemitic  languages,  and  in  many  particulars  resembles 
more  closely  the  modern  than  the  classical  Arabic.  Inde- 
pendently of  its  great  importance  as  enshrining  the  sacred  ora- 
cles of  God,  its  position  as  auxiliary  to  a  knowledge  of  Arabic 
would  of  itself  render  it  of  immense  value  to  the  missionary. 

Though  the  grammar  of  Gesenius  cannot  be  dispensed  with 
by  English  students,  I  may  be  permitted  to  call  attention  to  an 
excellent  grammar  written  in  English,  now  in  the  course  of 
publication  (the  first  part  has  already  appeared)  by  Dr.  M.  M. 
Kalisch,  one  of  our  first  Hebrew  scholars.  The  numerous  exer- 
cises interwoven  with  the  work  render  it  of  peculiar  value,  and 
much  information  will  be  found  in  the  second  part  which  is  not 
to  be  derived  even  from  the  grammar  of  Gesenius.  I  refer  of 
course  to  the  smaller  grammar  of  Gesenius,  which  is  the  only 
one  that  has  been  translated  into  English. 

In  speaking  of  missionary  work,  it  cannot  be  forgotten  that 
India  is  the  scene  of  our  most  important  missionary  operations, 
and  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of  our  university  mission- 
aries are  labouring  in  that  field.  Though  a  knowledge  of  He- 
brew will  be  of  great  importance  to  an  Indian  missionary,  there 
is  one  language  which  he  ought  by  no  means  to  neglect,  and 
which  may  be  perhaps  of  still  more  consequence  to  him,  namely, 
the  Sanskrit.  Through  its  medium  alone  any  real  insight  can 
be  obtained  into  the  theology  and  philosophy  of  the  Hindus. 
The  Vedas,  their  sacred  books,  the  Upanishads,  the  philosophical 
supplements  thereto,  the  Puranas  which  explain  the  more  popular 
aspects  of  Hindu  worship,  the  laws  of  Mann,  the  great  epic 
poems,  the  dramas,  in  fine  all  that  is  valuable  or  authoritative 
in  Hindu  worship,  religion,  literature,  and  philosophy,  must 
be  sought  for  in  Sanskrit.  An  acquaintance  with  this  literature, 
even  in  its  broad  outlines,  will  be  of  great  service  to  the  mis- 
sionary. 
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And  not  only  is  Sanskrit  of  importance  a^  containing  the 
Hindu  literature^  it  is  perhaps  of  still  more  value  as  the  root  and 
source  of  many  of  the  vernacular  tongues.  Bengali^  Marathi 
and  Gujarathi  are  closely  Sanskritic.  Hindis  Hindustani  (which 
is  Hindi  mixed  with  Arabic  and  Persian)^  and  the  many  dialects 
and  languages  of  North  and  West  India  are  all  full  of  Sanskrit 
words,  which  generally  form  the  greater  portion  of  their  voca- 
bularies. Even  the  South  Indian  languages,  though  belonging 
to  a  different  family,  have  borrowed  "from  the  Sanskrit  a& 
infinity  of  words  relating  to  science,  law,  religion,  caste,  and 
the  various  incidents  of  Hindu  life.'* 

Allow  me  here  to  refer  on  this  subject  to  the  lecture  by 
Professor  Monier  Williams,  the  Boden  Professor  at  Oxford,  "On 
the  Study  of  Sanskrit  in  relation  to  Missionary  Work  in  India/'* 
which  is  deserving  of  a  careful  perusal. 

Of  scarcely  less  importance  is  a  knowledge  of  Arabic.  Sans- 
krit is  the  language  which  will  prove  of  most  service  to  the  mis- 
sionary among  the  Hindus,  while  Arabic  is  of  more  value  to 
the  missionary  among  the  Mussulmans,  as  it  is  their  sacred  lan- 
guage. There  are  indeed  translations  of  the  Koran  into  Persian 
and  Hindustani,  but  nothing  can  compensate  in  general  for  a 
want  of  acquaintance  with  the  original  Arabic.  It  is  a  language, 
too,  deserving  of  study  from  the  great  value  of  the  works  contained 
in  it,  and  doubly  interesting  from  the  light  which  it  sheds  upon 
Hebrew.  We  must  also  remember,  that  in  acquiring  Hindu- 
stani, the  lingua  franca  of  North  India,  Arabic  will  be  found  of 
still  greater  service  than  even  Sanskrit. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  importance  of  these  studies  to  a 
missionary,  there  is  in  many  quarters  a  prejudice  against  them. 
Instead  of  recommending  individuals  designated  for  missionary 
work,  who  may  be  obliged  to  remain  at  home  for  a  year  or  two, 
to  pursue  such  studies,  many  members  of  missionary  committees 
would  prefer  such  persons  rather  to  engage  in  the  work  of  the 
parochial  ministry.  A  knowledge  of  Arabic,  Sanskrit,  etc.,  when 
already  acquired  by  a  missionary  candidate,  is  no  doubt  often 
approved  of  and  commended,  but  very  slight  indeed  is  the  en- 
couragement given  to  take  up  such  studies.  Persons  desirous 
of  pursuing  such  studies,  have  actually  been  suspected  of  being 
"  bookworms,^'  and  of  not  having  their  hearts  in  the  right  place. 
But,  assuredly,  if  work  in  India  among  a  heathen  people  is  the 
aim  of  an  individual,  he  would  be  much  better  prepared  for  it 
by  a  study  of  the  sacred  books  and  languages  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  is  going,  than  by  devoting  himself  for  the  time 
he  is  at  home  to  the  ordinary  routine  of  parochial  work. 
*  London :  Williams  and  Norgate. 
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"The  children  of  this  world  are'^  still  "wiser  in  their  gene- 
ration than  the  children  of  light,"  notwithstanding  our  Lord's 
exhortation  to  be  "  wise  as  serpents  though  harmless  as  doves/' 
This  is  illustrated  by  the  care  which  the  Government  now  takes 
that  their  men,  who  are  to  fill  only  secular  oflSces,  shall  be  well 
grounded  in  the  elements  of  Sanskrit  or  Arabic,  and  of  one  of 
the  vernaculars,  before  quitting  this  country,  while  on  the  other 
hand  missionary  societies  in  general  look  coldly  upon  such 
studies.  But  surely,  if  a  preliminary  preparation  in  these  lan- 
guages is  useful  to  members  of  the  Civil  Service,  much  more 
necessary  is  it  for  the  missionary  service. 

Dr.  A.  Judson,  one  of  the  greatest  missionaries  of  modern 
times,  thus  expressed  himself  with  respect  to  the  utility  of  study- 
ing Pali,  the  sacred  language  of  Burmah,  introduced  into  that 
country  along  with  Buddhism : — 

**  It  is  obvious  that  the  introduction  of  a  new  religion  and  new  sacred 
writings  must  have  had  great  effect  on  the  language  of  a  people :  and, 
accordingly,  not  to  speak  of  the  influence  which  the  Pali  has  had  on  the 
general  construction  of  the  Burraan  language,  a  considerable  number  of 
words  in  common  use,  and  a  very  great  proportion  of  theological  terms, 
are  of  Pali  origin.  Thus,  though  the  Pali  is  now  a  dead  langtiage,  culti» 
vatcd  by  the  learned  only,  some  knowledge  of  it  is  indispensable  to  one 
who  would  acquire  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  Burman, — and  especially  to 
a  missionary  who  intends  to  translate  the  Scriptures,  and  who  ought, 
therefore,  above  all  others,  to  be  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  terms  he 
employs." 

Even  in  South  India,  among  the  non-Sanskritic  languages, 
the  above  remarks  are  fully  applicable  to  Sanskrit;  how  much 
more  then  in  the  case  of  the  languages  of  the  North  and 
West? 

We  have  so  far  alluded  only  to  the  so-called  sacred  languages, 
but  a  preliminary  preparation  might  also  be  well  made  at  home 
in  the  case  of  some,  if  not  all,  of  the  vernaculars,  more  especially 
Hindustani  and  Bengali.  There  is  unfortunately  in  missionary 
circles  a  common  prejudice  against  a  study  of  these  languages 
at  home,  but  the  best  authorities  agree  that  after  a  careful  study 
of  the  elements  at  home,  the  languages  would  be  acquired  col- 
loquially on  the  spot  in  less  than  half  the  time,  and  with  greater 
grammatical  accuracy  than  it  is  possible  to  do  in  India.  The 
Rev.  Dr.  Mullens  of  the  London  Missionary  Society  thus  speaks 
on  this  point : — 

"  The  beginnings  of  his  kn6wledge  a  missionary  may  well  secure  at 
home.  While  continuing  other  studies,  he  may  for  twelve  months  give 
attention  to  his  new  language ;  to  the  verbs,  nouns,  and  common  terms ; 
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and  endeavour  to  secure  the  thorough  acquisition  of  a  small  vocabulary. 
The  pronunciation  he  should  learn  under  a  competent  teacher."* 

Still  more  striking  is  the  testiaiony  of  one  of  our  own  mem- 
bers, the  Rev.  William  Gray,  M.A.,  ex-Sch.  T.  C.  D  :— 

"  Let  me  remark  upon  this  most  important  point  in  the  study  of  the 
language,  that  no  native  is  equal,  in  point  of  value  as  a  teacher,  to  a  Euro- 
pean who  has  mastered  the  language.  This  at  least  is  my  experience.  Tou 
will  generally  find  the  native  moonshees  either  so  little  interested  in  your 
progress,  or  so  timid  about  correcting  your  mistakes,  or  so  ignorant  of 
the  real  way  of  teaching  you  the  pronunciation,  that  in  fact  you  will  be 
obliged  constantly  to  insist  upon  their  correcting  you.  Else,  during  the 
time  of  their  being  with  you,  you  will  find  them  beyond  all  question  in  a 
state  half  way  between  wakefulness  and  sleep."^ 

Of  still  more  importance  is  the  testimony  of  Sir  C.  E.  Tre- 
velyan  in  the  report  of  the  Civil  Service  Commissioners : — 

'*  It  is  an  important  fact,  that  the  elements  of  the  Indian  languages 
can  be  acquired  with  much  greater  facility  and  exactness  with  the  assist- 
ance of  an  European  teacher  than  of  a  Moulavie  or  Pandit,  The  object  be- 
ing to  bridge  the  interval  between  two  systems  of  language,  a  well-instructed 
English  professor  who  has  studied  the  grammar  and  construction  of  both, 
and  is  familiar  both  with  the  previous  knowledge  of  the  student,  and  with 
the  difficulties  he  is  likely  to  feel,  is  a  far  better  guide  than  a  native  who 
knows  only  his  own  system  and  has  little  in  common  with  the  English 
student." 

The  Commissioners  remarked  that  the  above  extract -was 
shewn  to  the  late  Professor  H.  H.  Wilson,  who  fully  coincided 
with  it.     He  added,  with  reference  to  tuition  in  India : — 

"  The  great  merit  of  the  old  college  of  Fort  William  course  was  the  com- 
bination of  European  and  native  instructors  ;  the  former  giving  the  principles, 
the  latter  the  practice.  European  professors  alone  are  competent  to  in- 
troduce European  students  to  a  knowledge  of  the  oriental  languages. 
Native  teachers  are  valuable  to  perfect  them  in  their  use.  I  have  re- 
peatedly shewn,  by  a  reference  to  the  Indian  examinations,  that  a  young 
civilian  becomes  qualified  for  the  public  service  in  a  longer  or  a  shorter 
period,  in  proportion  to  the  knowledge  of  the  languages  in  which  he  has  to 
pass  that  he  takes  with  him  from  this  country y 

Professor  Max  Miiller  says : — 

**It  is  a  mistake  to  imagine  that  the  Oriental  languages  can  be  better 
learnt  in  Calcutta  than  in  London.  The  elements  of  grammar  and  a 
knowledge  of  the  literature  can  be  acquired  infinitely  better  from  Euro- 
pean teachers ;  and  it  is  only  after  this  solid  foundation  has  been  laid, 
that  actual  intercourse  and  conversation  with  natives  can  be  of  any  prac- 
tical use." 

«  Report  of  the  Missionary  Conference  at  Liverpool,  p.  20. 
''  Dublm  University  Prayer  Union  Report  for  1861. 
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Dr.  John  Muir,  late  of  the  Bengal  Civil  Service,  the  learned 
editor  of  several  Sanskrit  works,  and  founder  of  the  Sanskrit 
professorship  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  thus  writes  :— 

"  The  first  point  of  qualification  to  be  noticed  is  the  acquisition  of  the 
Indian  language,  or  languages,  which  are  to  form  the  medium  of  communi- 
eation  between  the  missionary  and  those  to  whom  he  is  sent.  It  is  not 
essential  that  the  missionary  student  should  in  every  case  become  an 
accomplished  oriental  scholar  before  he  sets  sail  for  India.  It  is,  however, 
much  to  be  desired  that  he  should  be  so,  if  his  course  of  reading  can  be 
so  arranged  as  to  leave  him  sufficient  time  for  this  branch  of  study,  with- 
out neglecting  others  to  which  it  is  even  more  essential  that  he  should 
devote  himself  at  this  stage  of  his  career.  It  is  especially  important  that 
those  missionaries  who  are  destined  to  labour  among  learned  Hindus  and 
Mohammedans  should,  before  leaving  home,  make  good  progress  in 
Sanskrit  and  Arabic,  which  are  more  difficult  of  acquisition  than  the 
vernacular  dialects  of  India."* 

Are  not  these  testimonies,  which  might  easily  be  multiplied, 
sufficient  to  shew  that  it  would  be  well  if  at  least  the  rudiments 
of  the  required  languages  were  studied  at  home?  Much  way 
would  be  made  in  them  by  a  careful  study  of  six  months,  or  even 
less,  devoted  to  this  purpose  under  competent  professors. 

The  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  wisely  recog- 
nized the  importance  of  such  studies  by  announcing  two  years 
ago  that  it  was  willing  to  support  missionary  scholarships  in  the 
universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge.  No  candidates,  however, 
presented  themselves  at  that  time,  and  I  am  informed  by  the 
secretary  of  that  society  that  it  has  not  renewed  its  oflfer  since 
that  time,  and  "  is  not  now  prepared  to  do  so.*^ 

In  the  Missionary  College  of  St.  Augustine,  Canterbury, 
these  studies  do  not  seem  to  be  neglected ;  Hebrew  forms  part 
of  the  course  of  study  for  both  the  second  and  third  years,  and 
Dr.  Reinhold  Host,  a  Sanskrit  and  Dravidic  scholar  of  high 
eminence  is  the  Oriental  lecturer  to  the  college. 

But  why  should  not  the  Church  Missionary  Society  do  some- 
thing in  this  department?  The  course  of  study  in  Islington 
College  is  generally  of  four  years  duration,  but,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Hebrew,  no  other  oriental  language  is  regularly  taught 
within  its  walls. 

It  might,  however,  without  material  inconvenience,  be  ar- 
ranged that  the  course  at  Islington  College  for  non- university 
men  should  be  brought  to  a  close  in  three  and  a  half  years,  and 
six  months  out  of  the  four  years*  course  be  specially  devoted  to 

«  Vide  his  Remarhs  on  the  conduct  of  Missionary  Operations  in  Northern  India, 
and  on  the  Training  of  Missionary  Agents.  Capetown  :  1852.  A  tract  wliich  it 
is  to  he  hoped  Dr.  Muir  may  be  induced  to  republish. 
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liDguistic  preparation :— or  the  course  might  be  extended  by  that 
period.  In  the  case  of  those  men  proceeding  to  India^  Hindus- 
tani^ Bengali,  etc.,  according  to  the  destined  locality,  woald 
form  a  suitable  subject  of  study  for  all,  and  in  case  of  special 
aptitude  for  such  studies  in  certain  individuals,  the  elements  of 
Sanskrit  or  Arabic  might  in  addition  be  acquired.  Returned 
missionaries  might  well  be  employed  on  such  service.  The 
study  of  Hebrew  and  Greek  might  also  be  more  carefully 
attended  to  in  this  six  months'  course. 

For  university  men,  a  somewhat  diflFerent  plan  would  be 
required.  Individuals  might  occasionally  avail  themselves  of 
the  advantages  of  Islington,  but  in  general  it  would  be  found 
more  useful  to  maintain  missionaiy  candidates  at  their  respective 
universities.  Regularly  founded  missionary  scholarships,  open 
to  competition,  are  objectionable  in  many  particulars.  But 
what  objection  could  be  made  to  giving  exhibitions  to  students 
in  the  universities,  regularly  engaged  for  missionary  work,  for 
not  less  than  one  year's  duration,  and  not  more  than  three? 
The  value  of  such  exhibitions  should  be  of  £40  for  three  years, 
£60  for  two,  and  £60,  £80,  or  £100  for  one  year,  according  to 
merit,  upon  condition  of  presenting  certificates  each  year  of  two 
terms  diligent  study  of  some  oriental  languages,  under  a  recog- 
nized university  professor,  or  in  the  case  of  only  one  year's  such 
study  being  possible,  a  certificate  of  attendance  of  three  terms ; 
together  with  a  certificate  of  having  passed  the  ordinary  univer- 
sity course  with  credit,  if  the  student  had  not  already  completed 
his  university  curriculum.  In  the  latter  case,  it  might  be  well 
to  leave  the  individual  free  during  that  period  either  to  enter 
into  holy  orders  or  not,  according  to  his  own  discretion. 

By  some  such  regulation  as  this,  the  Church  Missionary 
Society  would  enable  their  missionaries  to  acquire  the  various 
vernaculars  of  their  respective  stations  with  greater  ease  and  faci- 
lity, and  their  men  would  be  better  equipped  for  their  woric. 
Individuals  who  had  no  facility  for  acquiring  a  foreign  language 
would  be  easily  discovered,  and  thus  the  number  of  missionaries 
unable  to  speak  the  vernaculars  of  the  people  among  whom  they 
labour  would  be  reduced.  Stipulations  might  easily  be  entered 
into  by  the  holders  of  such  exhibitions  for  returning  the  money 
to  the  Society  should  circumstances  hinder  them  from  proceeding 
abroad.  Cases  of  individual  hardship  might  well  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Committee. 

Another  object  of  great  importance  would  also  be  gained  by 
an  adoption  of  this  plan,  and  that  is,  a  larger  accession  of  men  to 
the  missionary  ranks.  For  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  without 
any  diminution  of  zeal,  or  of  love  for  souls,  direct  aud  personal 
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oalls  to  home-spheres  of  work  are  often  made  on  men  at  the  con«- 
dnsion  of  their  university  coarse,  which,  as  they  are  more  per- 
sonal^ weigh  more  than  the  indirect  cfdl  to  missionary  work, 
wheu  a  man  has  to  9eek  employment  instead  of  being  sought  for. 
Several  instances  readily  arise  to  my  own  mind  of  the  truth  of 
these  remarks. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  call  attention  to  the  advantages  that  are 
presented  in  this  university  for  due  preparation  in  these  lan« 
goages,  etc.  I  trust  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  inte- 
resting Sanskrit  lectures  of  my  friend  Dr.  Siegfried/  and  the 
classes  in  Arabic  and  Hindustani,  will  be  attended,  not  merely 
as  now  by  candidates  for  the  civil  service,  and  an  occasion^ 
amateur,  but  also  by  some  seeking  to  prepare  themselves  for  the 
higher  service  of  becoming  the  Christian  teachers  of  India, 

A  few  words  in  conclusion  on  a  kindred  topic,  namely,  on 
Christian  hterature  in  eastern  vernaculars.  To  create  such  a  litera- 
ture special  men  are  required.  At  home,  there  are  many  men  of 
great  ministerial  usefulness  who  do  not  come  forward  as  literary 
writers,  and  there  are  not  a  few,  as  might  well  be  expected,  who 
though  they  do  come  forward  are  not  successful  as  such.  We 
very  naturally  expect  to  see  the  same  thing  exhibited  in  mission 
fields.  There  as  here,  there  are  some  men  of  literary  taste,  few 
however  in  number,  and  there  as  here,  there  are  men  who  write 
books  which  are  not  of  much  value  or  interest.  It  cannot  be 
otherwise.  An  element,  too,  adverse  to  literary  usefulness  is 
found  abroad  which  does  not  exist  at  home,  namely,  the  neces- 
sity of  writing  in  a  foreign  language.  Hence  not  only  is  literary 
taste  required,  but  also  the  power  of  acquiring  accurately  the 
idiom  of  a  foreign  language. 

It  is,  in  addition,  requisite  that  a  writer  for  the  East  should 
have  a  good  acquaintance  with  oriental  tastes.  The  evil  of 
many  works,  written  in  the  vernacular  by  missionaries,  is  not 
only  that  they  are  defective  in  vigour  and  faulty  in  idiom,  but 
also  that  they  exhibit  too  much  of  what  has  been  well  designated 
as  Anglicism,  and  are  therefore  unadapted  for  the  masses. 

No  doubt  to  remedy  completely  these  defects  we  must  seek 
for  native  writers;  but  native  authors  are  not  readily  to  be 
found.  We  cannot  expect  many  original  works  to  be  produced 
in  India  for  a  long  time  to  come.    W  herever  a  talent  for  author- 

/  Since  these  lines  were  penned,  and  only  four  or  five  days  after  this  paper 
had  heen  read,  the  University  of  Dublin  sustained  a  severe  loss  by  the  sad  and 
unexpected  death  of  Dr.  Rudolph  T.  Siegfried,  Professor  of  Sanskrit.  Enthu- 
si^stieally  fond  of  his  subject,  he  often  succeeded  in  infusing  that  enthusiasm 
into  his  pupils.  Dr.  C.  Lottner,  an  able  philologist,  at  present  supplies  his 
place. 
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ship  is  exhibited  by  native  Hindus  or  others^  it  ought  to  be 
sedulously  fostered,  instead  of  being,  as  is  sometimes  done,  kept 
under  by  the  European  missionaries.  Still,  translations  must 
necessarily  form  the  staple  of  Christian  Indian  literature  for 
some  time  to  come.  The  formation  of  the  Christian  Vernacular 
Education  Society  for  India  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction, 
and  it  has  already  done  a  good  deal  to  encourage  works  in  the 
vernaculars,  whether  written  by  missionaries  or  natives. 

In  the  preparation  of  school  books,  much  care  must  be  taken 
above  all  things  to  avoid  the  prevalent  tendency  to  Anglicize. 
We  have  seen  reading  books,  for  instance,  designed  for  transla^ 
tion  into  Indian  vernaculars,  composed  mainly  of  extracts,  and 
not  very  light  or  amusing  ones  either,  from  different  English 
authors,  including  extracts  from  some  of  our  poets;  as,  for 
example,  Thomson^s  Seasons,  Gay^s  Fables,  and  such  like.  We 
would  suggest  the  adoption  of  quite  a  different  plan.  Why 
should  the  native  literatures  be  completely  ignored  ?  The  Hito- 
padesa  might  supply  such  a  work  with  exquisite  fables;  the 
Arab  historians  and  geographers  would  furnish  some  very  inte- 
resting and  thoroughly  oriental  narratives  and  descriptions; 
proverbs  of  native  origin  are  to  be  had  in  abundance ;  extracts 
from  some  of  the  Sanskrit  dramas,  an  unobjectionable  Vedic 
hymn,  and  an  unobjectionable  extract  from  the  Koran  would 
diversify  the  work.  Chapters  from  Isaiah,  so  full  of  oriental 
imagery,  chapters  from  St.  John,  so  full  of  beautiful  gospel 
truth,  with  occasional,  and  only  occasional,  extracts  from  English 
writers,  when  combined,  would  form  reading  boc^  suited  to 
oriental  tastes,  and  more  acceptable  to  the  people  at  large, 
without  the  slightest  compromise  of  truth. 

Few  natives  can  be  employed  at  present  without  European 
superintendence,  and  if  much  real  and  not  merely  apparent  pro- 
gress is  to  be  made  in  this  direction,  men  must  be  specially  set 
apart  for  literary  work.  But  missionary  societies  in  general 
seem  to  shrink  from  doing  this,  as  it  is  not  likely  to  be  popular 
at  home,  where  the  common  idea  of  a  missionary  seems  still  to 
be  that  of  a  person  travelling  from  place  to  place  with  a  Bible  in 
his  hand,  preaching  to  the  people.  The  fact  is  too  often  thrown 
into  the  background,  that  without  previous  instruction  the  good 
seed  is  for  the  most  part  but  scattered  on  the  wayside,  to  be 
gathered  up  by  the  fowls  of  the  air. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that  the  Baptist  Mis- 
sionary Society  has  done  much  for  India,  especially  in  the  way 
of  Biblical  translations,  and  that  the  other  great  societies  have 
all  contributed  something.  Perhaps  the  American  Board  of 
Commissioners  for  Foreign   Missions  has  issued  the  greatest 
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namber  of  works  in  the  different  languages  of  the  respective 
countries  where  their  missions  have  been  established. 

There  is  much^  very  mnch^  need  of  combination  in  order  to 
effect  any  great  result  in  this  department.  It  is  far  easier  to 
translate  a  work  from  one  oriental  language  to  another  than 
direct  from  English.  Thus  it  is  easier  to  translate  from  Persian 
into  Hindustani^  or  from  Hindustani  into  Bengali,  or  from 
Sanskrit  into  Marathi,  or  from  Arabic  into  Hindustani,  than  to 
translate  into  any  of  these  languages  direct  from  English.  There 
is  a  greater  probability  of  the  correct  idiom  being  attained,  and 
such  work  can  more  safely  be  committed  to  native  translators. 

Arabic  would  serve  with  advantage  as  the  literary  language 
for  the  greatest  part  of  the  East,  and,  combined  with  Hindus- 
tani and  Tamil,  for  India.  In  these  languages  it  is  of  essential 
importance  that  school  books  should  be  either  compiled  or  trans- 
lated from  the  best  European  models.  Scientific  manuals,  theo- 
k^cal  treatises, — devotional,  dogmatic  and  controversial, — with 
commentaries  on  the  Scriptures, — not  only  homiletical,  but  also 
directly  exegetical, — tracts,  story  books  for  the  young,  some  sounci 
works  on  philosophy  and  on  other  subjects  are  needed.  Christian 
literature  in  any  of  the  vernaculars  of  the  east  is  of  very  limited 
extent.  In  some  a  complete  version  of  the  Scriptures  is  not  to 
be  had ;  in  others,  scarcely  more  than  the  Bible  and  a  few  ordi- 
nary tracts.  In  very  few  of  them  are  there  to  be  found  any 
first  rate  books  on  theology,  history,  or  science,  and  very  few 
instructive  books  for  children  are  to  be  had  in  these  languages. 

But  suppose  for  instance,  that  the  missionaries  at  Beyrout, 
Damascus,  and  Cairo  were  in  concert  with  the  missionaries  in 
Calcutta,  Madras,  and  Bombay ;  that  the  work  were  fairly  divided 
among  them,  and  really  valuable  books  were  at  once  composed, 
compUed,  and  translated,  in  the  first  instance  into  Arabic  and 
and  Hindustani,  under  conjoint  native  and  missionary  superin- 
tendence, and  then  translated  or  re-translated  into  the  various 
languages  in  which  they  were  required, — ^in  a  much  shorter  time 
than  under  the  present  circumstances  the  grand  object  might  be 
attained.  This  idea  may  be  found  practically  Utopian,  but  it  is 
worth  consideration. 

Of  all  languages  for  the  East,  Arabic  is  the  most  useful  for  this 
purpose.  It  has  many  readers  in  India,  and  good  works  brought 
out  in  it  could,  without  much  trouble,  be  made  available  in  that 
country.  The  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions  have  made  a  good  beginning  of  a  Christian  literature 
in  that  language,  but  it  is  only  a  commencement.  The  ingenious 
plan  of  the  Rev.  Jules  Ferette,  a  missionary  of  the  Irish  Presby- 
terian Church,  for  printing  Arabic  with  all  the  required  vowels. 
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and  with  only  one  row  of  tjpe  instead  c£  three  as  formerlj,  will 
lessen  matermlly  the  expense  of  Arabic  i»inting^  and  indnce  the 
printing  of  Arabic  works  with  all  the  necessary  vowels.  A  Ml 
description  of  this  scheme  will  be  found  m  the  number  of  Evtm-^ 
gelical  Christendom  for  December^  1862. 

Beyrouth  Damascus^  and  Cairo  would  form  important  centres 
for  producing  an  Arabic  Christian  literature^  and  the  importance 
of  the  latter  post  makes  the  withdrawal  of  the  Church  Missionary 
Society^s  mission  the  more  to  be  regretted.  The  Am^can  mis* 
sionaries  have  occupied  the  place;  but^  valuable  as  their  labcMin 
are^  and  able  as  are  their  missionaries  in  that  city, — ^as  I  was  ^ad 
to  find  acknowledged  by  all  parties  on  the  spot — they  admitted 
to  me  that  their  varied  duties  precluded  them  from  doing  much 
for  Christian  literature.  They  would  gladly  welcome  a  mis-* 
sionary  of  any  denomination  who  would  take  up  that  department 
in  a  Catholic  spirit.  The  Mahommedans,  except  perhaps  in 
India^  are  not  yet  ripe  for  any  decided  aggression  upon  their 
doctrines ;  but  works  on  Christianity  of  an  uncontroversial  ten- 
dency would  in  time  prepare  the  way  for  more  aggressive 
measures. 

The  school,  lately  established  in  Cairo  by  the  energy  of  Miss 
M.  L.  Whately,  will  possibly  hereafter  prove  of  considerable 
importance.  Perhaps  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  an 
English  mission  may  be  re-commenced  there,  not  to  interfere 
with  the  labours  of  our  American  brethren,  but  to  supplement 
their  efforts  by  aiming  to  make  that  city  a  centre  of  Christian 
literature  for  Africa  and  the  greater  part  of  Asia. 

Hindered  as  I  have  been  hitherto  by  unforeseen  circum- 
stances from  engaging  personally  in  missionary  work  in  India, 
which  I  had  long  looked  forward  to  as  my  destined  field  of 
labour  for  Christ,  I  confess  my  eyes  still  turn  with  longing 
towards  the  East.  I  trust  that  in  His  good  time  an  opening 
may  be  made,  by  which  I  can  assist  in  what  I  cannot  but  regard 
as  one  of  the  most  important  departments — the  preparation  of  an 
Eastern  literature  thoroughly  leavened  with  a  Christian  spirit. 

What  work  can  be  nobler,  what  work  more  spirit-stirring, 
than  thus  to  labour  for  Christ  in  distant  lands  ?  To  be  the 
regenerators  of  the  East;  to  rekindle  there  the  light  of  Chris- 
tianity ;  to  rescue  from  spiritual  thraldom  these  noble  oriental 
races ;  to  fulfil  literally  the  parting  command  of  the  Saviour, 
may  well  fire  the  ambition  and  kindle  the  zeal  of  the  servants 
of  Christ. 

The  work  is  great,  the  labourers  are  few  ;  few  are  willing  to 
go  forth,  and  of  those  few  some  are  providentially  detained  at 
home.     Will  not  the  thought  inspire  many  of  you  to  offer  for 
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this  great  and  important  service ;  some  of  yon  going  forth  to 
pp^h  from  city  to  city,  and  from  village  to  village  the  glad 
tidings  of  Jesns^  love ;  others  to  help  forward  the  same  oanse  by 
teaching  the  yonng,  by  training  a  native  ministry,  and  by  pro- 
viding a  Christian  literature?  If  such  be  the  desire  of  any, 
consecrate  yourselves  on  your  knees  to  Christ,  and  rise  therefrom 
to  prepare  yourselves  for  the  work  by  careM  study,  as  well  as 
by  earnest  prayer,  well  assured  that  though  God  may  use  the 
weakest  instrument  for  his  glory,  we  ought  not  to  weaken  our- 
selves, nor  to  suflFer  indolence  to  mar  our  eflforts,  for  "  the  night 
Cometh  when  no  man  can  work/' 

POSTSCRIPT. 

The  following  letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Van  Dyck,  missionary  under 
the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions, 
and  Superintendent  of  their  Mission  Press  at  Beyrout,  which  I 
have  received  since  writing  the  above,  is  so  important  that  I 
subjoin  it  here.  Of  course  it  will  be  understood,  in  advocating 
the  setting  apart  of  missionaries  for  literary  work,  that  such 
men  should  first  be  well  acquainted  with  ordinary  missionary 
work.  I  may  remark  also  that  native  professors  of  Arabic  and 
Hindustani,  etc.,  are  to  be  found  in  this  country,  as  for  instance, 
Meer  Owlad  Alee,  Professor  of  Arabic  and  Hindustani,  in  the 
University  of  Dublin. 

''Beirut,  Bee.  19/A,  1862. 

"  My  dear  Sir, — I  have  just  received  yours  of  Nov.  22nd.  Though 
my  time  is  more  than  occupied,  I  must  reply  at  least  a  few  words.  I 
enclose  an  imperfect  list  of  the  works  in  Arabic,  printed  at  our  press,  in 
addition  to  the  titles  given  in  the  *  Memorial  Volume.* 

**  For  some  three  or  four  years  past  our  press  has  been  almost  wholly 
employed  upon  the  Scriptures.  Many  of  our  most  useful  works  are  out 
of  print,  and  we  have  not  now  the  funds  to  enable  us  to  re-issue  them. 
We  have  a  number  of  works  nearly  ready,  i.  e,,  they  require  editing^  but 
as  long  as  I  am  so  wholly  occupied  in  the  translation  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment I  can  do  nothing  else,  and  all  our  number  have  just  as  much  mis- 
^onary  work  as  they  can  possibly  perform.  .  .  . 

"  What  you  say  in  regard  to  translating  from  one  oriental  tongue  into 
another  has  been  sometimes  practised.  A  few  of  the  works  published  in 
Arabic  have  been  translated  from  the  Arabic  into  Hindustani. 

"  In  regard  to  the  training  of  missionaries  for  the  foreign  field,  the 
subject  is  a  very  important  one,  and  well  deserves  the  attention  of  the 
Church.  I  have  time  only  to  throw  out  one  hint  which  will  shew  the  way 
my  mind  inclines.  The  effect  of  climate  upon  northerners,  in  Syria,  and 
in  India,  and  Africa,  is  so  trying  that  many  missionaries  die,  or  their 
health  fails,  before  they  acquire  the  language  so  as  to  be  able  to  write  in 
it.  A  couple  of  years  at  home  in  their  native  clime,  spent  upon  the  lan- 
guages they  are  expected  to  use,  would  be  a  great  saving  of  time  and 
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health,  to  say  nothing  of  expense.  But  then  care  should  be  taken  as  to 
teachers.  If  a  missionary  once  gets  a  false  pronunciation  of  a  spoken 
language,  ten  to  one  he  never  gets  over  it,  and  has  a  bad  pronunciation  all 
his  life.  No  one  can  teach  the  pronunciation  like  a  native,  at  least  very 
few  foreigners  ever  acquire  such  an  accurate  pronunciation  as  to  answer 
for  teachers  in  this  respect.  I  speak  now  from  what  I  know  in  regard  to 
the  Arabic ;  I  suppose  it  must  be  so  in  some  degree  at  least  with  the  lan- 
guages of  India. 

"  If  any  are  to  be  iet  apart  to  the  literary  department  of  missions,  if  I 
may  so  call  it,  it  should  be  from  those  tcho  have  been  for  several  years 
working  miaaionaiiea.  I  would  trust  no  others,  either  as  regards  the  nature 
of  the  works  to  be  prepared  nor  as  to  the  actual  doing  the  work.  I  could 
enlarge  upon  this  part  of  the  subject  very  much  if  I  had  time.  The 
demand  for  reading  in  the  East  is  on  the  increase.  Native  minds  are 
springing  up  qualified  to  do  the  work  of  translating,  etc.,  after  a  longer  or 
shorter  period  of  training.  Give  them  an  accurate  version  of  the  Scrip- 
tures, a  concordance,  and  a  good  Bible  dictionary,  and  they  will  work  out 
their  own  Christian  literature.  If  we  foreigners  can  help  them  still  farther 
than  this,  so  much  the  better.  But  all  our  aim  should  be  to  make  evan- 
gelical Christianity  indigenous  and  self-supporting  in  order  to  make  it  self- 
propagating.  The  longer  natives  rely  upon  foreign  help  the  slower  will 
be  the  progress  of  the  work  of  evangelization.  I  have  written  veiy 
hastily  and  under  a  great  pressure.  Hoping  you  will  be  able  to  do  mudi 
towards  helping  on  the  great  work  at  home,  if  not  abroad, 

**  I  remain  very  truly  yours, 
"To  Rev.  C.  H.  H.  Wright.*'  *'C.  V.  A.  Van  Dyck." 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by 
the  Rev.  James  Long,  of  Calcutta : — 

"  The  plan  of  allowing  missionaries  destined  for  the  East  to  devote 
a  portion  of  their  last  year's  residence  in  Europe  to  Oriental  studies,  met 
in  1861  with  the  cordial  concuri'ence  of  the  Calcutta  Missionary  Con- 
ference, composed  of  about  twenty-five  missionaries  of  various  denomina- 
tions. The  subject  occupied  the  entire  time  of  one  meeting,  and  a  sub- 
committee was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  scheme  which  was  submitted  to  the 
conference,  and  met  with  their  full  approbation.  It  recommended  that 
the  subjects  of  study  should  embrace, — The  Hindu  and  Mussulmali  sys- 
tems in  their  primitive  forms  and  developments :  the  history  and  geo- 
graphy of  the  East  in  special  relation  to  mission  localities :  the  Sanskrit 
or  Arabic — the  outlines  of  their  grammars,  and  their  connexion  with  the 
vernaculars  of  India. 

"  It  was  felt  by  the  conference  that  the  time  was  rapidly  coming  when 
the  work  of  the  missionary  in  India,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  would  be 
mainly  the  development  of  native  agency  and  the  working  by  native  in- 
strumentality, and  that  the  above-mentioned  studies  would  give  a  key  to 
the  native  mind,  a  knowledge  of  which  is  so  necessary  for  the  European. 

"  The  foundation  of  these  studies  could  be  pursued  with  more  advan- 
tage in  Europe,  as  there  libraries  are  more  accessible,  and  the  mind  is  not 
so  diverted 'by  the  cares  and  distractions  connected  with  a  mission  station. 
Missionaries  on  arriving  in  India  are  generally  drafted  off  to  remote 
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stations,  or  to  work»  and  the  study  of  the  veroacolars  then  occupies  almost 
exclusively  their  attention, 

"  The  increasing  antagonism  of  race  between  many  of  the  Europeans 
and  natives  in  India,  renders  it  more  advisable  to  qualify  the  missionary 
to  act  as  a  link  between  the  two,  combining  a  knowledge  of  one  race  from 
his  previous  training,  and  of  the  other  by  subsequent  studies  and  associa- 
tion. The  gulf  between  the  European  and  Oriental  mind  is  so  wide  that 
he  should  bridge  it  as  far  as  possible  by  preparatory  studies." 

The  American  Board  have  issued  upwards  of  sixty  works  in 
Arabic,  besides  smaller  tracts.  Of  these  the  most  important 
(omitting  all  mention  of  editions  of  the  Holy  Scriptures)  are : 
Elements  of  Arabic  Grammar ,  12mo,  pp.  168;  Arabic  Syntax, 
IBmo,  pp.  74;  Summary  of  Evangelical  Doctrines,  12mo,  pp.  60; 
On  the  Holy  Spirit,  12mo,  pp.  256;  Good  Works,  16mo,  pp.  87; 
Netmson  Popery,  16mo,  pp.  156;  Pilgrim's  Progress;  Bistany's 
Arithmetic;  Alexander's  Evidences  of  Christianity;  Calhoun's 
Companion  to  the  Bible ;  Van  Dyck's  Geogrcq[>hy  and  Grammar ; 
Meshakah  On  Scepticism ;  On  Rites  and  Ceremonies.  These  are 
mentioned  in  the  Memorial  Volume  of  the  A.  B,  C.  F.  M.  Dr. 
Van  Dyck,  in  his  list,  in  addition  mentions :  History  of  Mount 
Lebanon,  8vo,  pp.  120;  Van  Dyck's  Arabic  Prosody  and  Euclid; 
Bickersteth's  Scripture  Help,  Line  upon  Line ;  Meshakah  on  the 
Papacy,  On  Priesthood,  On  Antichrist;  Reading  and  Spelling 
Books;  Little  Henry  and  his  Bearer;  Ewtracts  from  Chrysostom; 
A  Kempis'  Imitation  of  Christ ;  Seances  in  imitation  of  the  famous 
Seances  or  Makamat  of  EUHafirt ;  Arabic  Grammar  in  Rhyme, 
with  a  Commentary,  by  Nasif-el-Yaaigi ;  Diwan  (poemsj  of 
Nasifel-Y,;  Transactions  of  Syrian  Oriental  Association;  Arabic 
Rhetoric,  by  Nasif-el-Y.;  also  Logic  and  Prosody,  by  the  same; 
Hymn  and  Psalm  Book;  Children's  Hymn  Book;  Robinson 
Crusoe;  Memoir  of  Asaad^esh-Shidiak ;  Ford  on  Prayer  and 
Fasting ;  Bistany's  Book-keeping,  etc. ;  besides  tracts  and  ser- 
mons, as  Miss  Whately's  Letter  to  the  Women  of  Syria ;  Lectures 
on  Oriental  Customs ;  Sermons  of  Van  Dyck,  etc.  The  Church 
Missionary  Society  have  also  published  some  two  dozen  books 
,  and  tracts,  including  Bird's  Controversial  Tracts  (2s.  6d.) ;  Ele- 
jf  menis  of  Astronomy ;  Common  Prayer;  Life  of  Rev.  Pliny  Fisk; 
Eaptracts  from  Church  History  (Is.);  Life  of  Luther  (Is.  6d.),  etc. 
n  This  will  give  an  idea  of  the  Christian  literature  in  Arabic,  which 
)fi  j  in  its  extent  is  very  creditable  to  the  exertions  of  the  missionaries, 
1  I  but  which  of  course  will  require  to  be  very  considerably  ex- 
"  I     tended  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  East.     See  a  paper  on 

I     the  Arabic  Missionary  Press  at  Damascus,  by  Rev.  Jules  Fer- 
i^tte,  in  Evangelical  Christendom,  for  January,  1863. 
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THE  BUDDHIST  SCRIPTTJBES  AKD  THEIB  LAKOUAOS, 
THE  PALI.'' 

Forty-five  years  before  the  "  conventional  era ''  of  the  Sing- 
halese did  G6tama  proclaim  the  tenets  of  Buddhism.  That 
religion,  which  was  decidedly  a  modification  of  Brahmanism, — 
devoid  of  its  mystery,  inhumanity,  intolerance,  and  exclusive- 
ness,  and  founded  by  a  Kshestriya  prince — was  not  long  before 
it  spread  amongst  the  people,  and  became  the  state  creed  of  the 
Majjhima  desa.  Kings  were  amongst  his  first  disciples ;  thou- 
sands of  Brahmans  and  fire- worshippers  were  reckoned  amongst 
his  votaries ;  and  nobles,  merchants,  and  itinerant  traders,  formed 
his  most  attentive  congregations.  Patronized  by  princes,  sup- 
ported by  nobles,  and  encouraged  by  the  state,  the  S&kya 
fraternity  soon  increased  in  , numbers,  enjoyed  a  much  larger 
share  of  freedom  than  other  denominations  of  ascetics,  and 
exercised  far  greater  privileges  than  even  the  Brahmans,  or  the 
laymen  of  the  realm. 

With  such  adventitious  aid,  G6tama^s  doctrines  were  speedily 
disseminated  far  and  wide.  Thev  went  early  into  Pachchanta, 
beyond  the  confines  of  the  Majjhima  desa.  Wherever  they 
went,  caravan  keepers  carried  the  glad  tidings  of  the  new 
teacher;  merchants  enlarged  upon  his  virtues;  and  itinerant 
traders  related  his  doctrines.  Great  was  the  joy  of  those  who 
were  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Word.  "SadhuP* 
^^ShdhuT  exclaimed  all  who  had  heard  it.  Those  who  had 
come  under  its  influence  lost  no  time  in  following  the  sage. 
Kings  deserted  their  thrones;  governors  and  chieftains  their 
high  trusts ;  nobles  and  ministers  their  avocations ;  and  all  their 
happy  homes,  wives,  and  children,  for  the  yellow  robe  of  the 
Sakya  "mendicant'^ — bhikkhits.  Thus,  at  no  distant  period 
from  their  first  promulgation,  the  dhamma  became  the  household 
words  of  the  people,  the  theme  of  the  traveller,  and  the  topic 
of  epistolary  correspondence  between  princes. 

Although  it  is  stated  in  the  Buddhavansa  that  Gotama, 
prompted  by  *^'a  misgiving  common  to  all  Buddhas,'*  was  at 
first  '^  reluctant  to  proclaim  the  dhamma,^'  yet  there  seems  to  be 
no  foundation  for  this  assertion ;  for,  as  it  is  also  stated,  *'  he 
was  destined  to  save  multitudes.'^  He  was  essentially  Satta, 
"  the  teacher."  His  peculiar  vocation  was  to  convert.  No  part 
of  his  career  contra^cts  the  belief  that  he  was  most  solicitous 
for  the  dissemination  of  his  dhamma.     His  whole  life,  after  he 

*«  A  lecture  delivered  in  the  Hall  of  the  Colombo  Academy,  by  James  Alwis, 
Esq.,  on  the  29th  Noyember,  1861.     Colombo :  1862.    See  p.  62,  ante. 
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had  become  Buddha^  was  devoted  to  its  proclamation^  its  eluci^ 
dation,  and  ltd  exaltation.  Seeing  that  ^^  the  harvest  was  great^ 
but  that  the  labourers  were  few/'  he  directed  that  "no  two 
piieats  ^oold  take  the  same  road/'  As  an  encouragement  to 
the  first  missionaries^  he  declared  that  there  were  beings  whose 
love  for  religion  was  not  wholly  extinguished ;  that  their  natural 
reluctance  to  hear  the  dhamma  would  vanish;  and  that  there 
were  others  who  could  master  it. 

To  render,  moreover,  his  religion  agreeable  to  the  people, 
Gdtama  even  relaxed  the  rigid  rules  of  discipline  which  he  had 
at  first  enacted.  He  altered  them  to  suit  the  circumstances, 
and  also  the  prejudices  of  men.  Where  ordination  could  not 
be  conferred  without  the  intervention  of  ten  priests,  he  reduced 
the  prescribed  number  by  one  half  in  favour  of  foreign  countries ; 
where  a  village  was  rugged,  stony,  and  overrun  with  brambles 
and  thistles,  the  priests  were  permitted  to  wear  thicker  shoes 
than  usual;  where  bathing  was  rendered  necessary  more  fre- 
quently than  was  allowed,  as  in  the  case  of  the  priests  of 
Oi^ein,  he  relaxed  the  rule  in  their  favour;  where  the  use  of 
skins  had  been  prohibited,  an  exception  was  made  in  favour  of 
those  who  had  a  national  predilection  for  their  use. 

Such  were  the  expedients  adopted  by  G6tama  for  dis- 
seminating Buddhism  amongst  the  people.  Yet  the  happiest 
device  of  all  was  to  reject  for  his  doctrines  the  sacred  language 
of  the  Brahmans,  and  to  adopt  the  vernacular  dialect  of  hi« 
time,  the  Pdli. 

The  account  given  by  the  Singhalese  of  their  sacred  Budd- 
hist books,  which  receive  the  appellation  of  Pitakatt&ya  and 
the  Atthakatha,  is,  that  at  the  first  convocation,  which  took 
place  in  the  eighth  year  of  king  Aj&tasatta^s  reign  (543  b.c), 
the  now  existing  orthodox  version  of  Pittakattdya  was  rehearsed 
according,  as  the  Brahmans  say,  to  their  Sruti,  and  was  defined 
and  authenticated  with  such  care  and  precision  as  to  fix  the  very 
number  of  syllables  which  it  contained ;  that  certain  comments 
called  the  Attakatha  were  made  at  the  same  time ;  that  at  the 
second  and  third  convocations,  the  Pittakattdya  was  rehearsed 
with  a  view  to  the  suppression  of  certain  schisms  which  had 
sprung  up,  and  additional  Attakatha  were  delivered,  exhibiting 
the  history  of  Buddhism  between  each  preceding  convocation; 
and  that  they  were  all  preserved  in  the  memory  of  succeeding 
generations. 

It  is  moreover  stated  that  the  entire  body  of  doctrines  was 
afterwards  brought  into  Ceylon  by  Mahindu,  and  orally  pro- 
mulgated by  him  upon  his  mission 'to  Ceylon  to  disseminate 
Buddhism  in  it ;  and  that  the  doctrines  contained  in  our  present 
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Yolaminous  records  were  orally  perpetuated  by  the  priesthood  in 
Ceylon  until  the  reign  of  king  Yalanganbllbu  (104 — 76  B.C.), 
when  "for  the  first  time  they  were  committed  to  writing.^^  It 
would  also  seem  that  these  writings  were  afterwards  consulted 
(412  A.D.)  by  Buddhag6sa  for  his  compilation  of  the  Attakatha, 
which  were  not  then  extant  in  Asia. 

I  have  examined  the  original  expressions  in  the  Pali  records 
which  authorize  the  above  summary,  and,  I  confess,  there  is 
scarcely  anything  in  the  import  of  them  hostile  to  the  belief 
that  the  Buddhist  doctrines,  like  those  of  Mahomet,  had  a 
written  existence  in  Asia  at  the  same  time  that  portions  of  tl^m 
were  committed  to  memory,  which  is  not  disputed. 

Memory  and  writing  being  means  by  which  both  words  and 
actions  are  perpetuated,  and  there  being  a  great  analogy  between 
the  mental  and  physical  process  by  which  this  is  effected,  it  is 
not  strange  that  nearly  all  acts  in  reference  to  them  are  found  so 
expressed  in  metaphorical  language  as  to  render  a  double  inter- 
pretation possible.  Yet  there  are  indeed  certain  expressioi^ 
which  may  be  more  reasonably  traced  to  a  written  than  a 
memorial  preservation  of  the  Word.  Apart  from  the  evidence 
deducible  from  the  phraseology  of  the  Scriptures  themselves, 
we  obtain  most  ample  testimony  from  the  inadvertent  admissions 
of  Buddhist  writers,  that  the  doctrines  of  G6tama  were  reduced 
to  writing  from  the  commencement  of  the  Buddhist  era,  if  not 
in  the  very  lifetime  of  the  sage. 

Against  this  position,  which  may  be  supported  by  various 
circumstances  and  considerations,  it  has  been  asserted  that  the 
Buddhist  Scriptures  mentioned  "  cannon  ^'  and  "  fire-arms,^^  and 
spoke,  though  in  the  language  of  prophecy,  of  lonians  and 
Asoka,  and,  therefore,  they  were  written  after  the  invention  of 
gunpowder,  and  posterior  to  the  Greek  domination  in  Asia.  As 
for  the  "  invention  of  gunpowder,^'  its  date  is  not  ascertained ; 
yet,  granting  that  it  was  not  known  before  the  time  of  Petrarch 
and  Boccacio,  it  may  be  affirmed  that ''  fire-arms  "  are  not  men- 
tioned in  any  of  the  canonical  works  of  Buddhism.  We  read  of 
cavalry  and  infantry;  of  horses,  elephants,  and  chariots;  (rf 
bows,  arrows,  spears,  javelins,  tiargets,  and  swords;  but  not  a 
single  word  about  "  guns  '^  or  "  gunpowder  f'  and  I  may 
remark  that  the  very  name  for  gunpowder  does  not  exist  in  the 
Pali  language.  The  work,  however,  which  contains  the  expres- 
sion referred  to,  is  the  Malalangedara  Vattu,  another  version  of 
the  Lalita  Vistara,  which,  I  need  scarcely  observe,  is  a  recent 
work,  and,  as  its  very  name  implies,  "  s.  glowing  exaggeration.^^ 

As  to  the  inference  sought  to  be  deduced,  viz.,  that  the 
Yavanas — who  were  "a.  head-shaving  race^' — were  lonians  or 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1863.]       The  Buddhist  Scriptures  and  their  Language.  81 

Bactrian  Greeks^  who  eonld  only  have  been  known  in  Asia  after 
the  conquests  of  Alexander  the  Great,  it  is  indeed  unfounded. 
Few  subjects  connected  with  the  history  and  chronology  of  the 
East  are  capable  of  more  satisfactory  proof  than  that  the  Yavanas 
or  Yonas  had  been  known  before  Gdtama  Buddha. 

The  identification  of  Yavana  with  Mahomedans  is  indeed 
open,  in  the  opinion  of  Professor  Wilson,  to  the  objection  that 
the  former  are  mentioned  in  works  prior  to  the  Mahomedan  era. 
In  one  of  Asoka's  inscriptions,  the  Girnar,  Antiochus  is  called 
the  Yona  raja,  "  the  king  of  the  Yonas.^'  The  Milindapprasna 
speaks  of  Milinda  as  a  Yona  king;  whether  he  be  identical  with 
Menander,  and  the  Yonaka  country  with  Euthydemia,  remains 
to  be  proved.  From  the  Milindapprasna,  however,  we  learn 
that  Milinda  was  born  at  Kalasi  in  Alasaddo,  two  hundred 
yojanas  from  Sagal;  and  that  Sagal  was  only  twelve  yojanas 
from  Cashmir. 

Isiodorus  also  mentions  Sagal  and  Alexandria  in  the  same 
sentence ;  and  from  the  Mahawansa,  moreover,  we  learn  that 
Alasadda  or  Alasanda  was  the  capital  of  the  Yona  country. 
The  mention  of  dipa  or  "  island  ^'  in  reference  to  Alasanda,  in 
one  of  the  passages  above  referred  to,  presents,  however,  no  valid 
objections  against  its  identification  with  Alexandria;  for  Pali 
writers  and  Buddhists  in  general,  like  the  ancient  Greeks,  had  a 
Tcry  vague  notion  of  the  geographical  position  of  countries. 

Perhaps  the  Milindapprasna  as  well  as  the  inscriptions  do 
not  furnish  conclusive  proofs  on  the  subject,  since  they  were 
composed  clearly  after  the  date  of  Asoka,  which  is  expressly 
mentioned  therein ; — nor  indeed  are  the  Natakas  of  much  value 
for  the  same  reason ; — but  the  same  objection  does  not  apply  to 
Manu,  or  the  Maha  Bharata,  in  both  which  ancient  works  the 
Yavanas  are  expressly  mentioned. 

Now,  according  to  the  Pali  Annals,  the  latter  work  existed 
before  the  Buddhist  era.  This  has  been,  however,  doubted ;  but 
I  believe  there  is  not  the  same  misapprehension  as  regards  the 
Buddhist  era  itself.  Whether  the  Buddhist  annals  came  into 
existence  after  or  before  the  death  of  the  sage,  signifies  nothing ; 
for  if  it  can  be  shewn  that  Buddha,  whose  age  is  pretty  clearly 
established,  had  spoken  of  the  Yavanas,  their  identification  with 
the  Bactrian  Greeks  must  indeed  fall  to  the  ground.  Mr. 
Tumour  intimated  this  in  his  elaborate  introduction  to  the 
Mahawansa  but  failed  to  adduce  any  proof;  and  this  omission 
has  led  orientalists  to  doubt  the  statement  of  that  eminent  Pali 
scholar,  viz.,  that  "Yonas  were  mentioned  long  anterior  to 
Mexander^s  invasions  in  the  ancient  Pali  works.^'  It  becomes, 
therefore,  a  pleasing  duty,  and  it  is  no  less  my  privilege,  to  cite 
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the  authority  referred  to  by  Mr.  Tumour.  It  is  the  following 
from  the  Majjhima  Nikdya,  where  G6tama  is  stated  to  have 
asked^  with  special  reference  to  the  distinction  of  Aryas  and 
Ddsyas,  which  had  gained  ground  in  the  "foreign  countries,'* 
such  as  Yona  and  Kamboja : — 

"  Assalkyana  what  thinkest  thou  of  this  ?  Hast  thou  (not) 
heard  that  in  Yona  and  Kamboja,  and  in  other  foreign  countries, 
there  are  various  Ayyas  (superiors)  and  ddsas  (inferiors) ;  that 
superiors  become  inferiors,  and  inferiors  superiors?^* 

Whilst  the  authority  above  quoted  satisfactorily  explains  the 
reason  why,  as  in  the  Hero  and  the  Nymph,  Kalidisa  has  applied 
the  term  Yavana  to  ^^  menial  females/'  it  also  proves  that  the 
Yavanas  were  anti-Buddhistical. 

Since,  however,  it  is  expressly  stated  that  the  Buddhist 
doctrines,  as  well  as  the  Vedas,  were  memorially  preserved,  the 
existence  of  writing  itself  at  the  date  of  the  Buddhist  era,  has 
been  doubted  by  some. 

Great  as  was  and  is  the  value  set  upon  memory,  and  great 
as  was  the  extent  to  which  that  faculty  was  anciently  taxed  by 
oriental  nations,  yet  we  should  not  infer  that  writing  was  not 
known  in  Buddhistical  Asia,  as  the  Greeks  concluded  from  the 
fact  of  the  Hindus  having  administered  justice  from  memory. 
Nor  should  we  be  led  away  with  the  belief  that  it  was  possible 
for  man  to  retain  in  menjory  the  Pittakattaya,  with  its  voluminous 
commentaries.  The  question  is  not  whether  it  is  possible,  in  the 
abstract,  to  commit  a  thing  to,  and  retain  it  in,  memory ;  but 
whether  it  is  possible  to  do  so  to  the  content  which  the  Pitta- 
kattaya, etc.,  would  indicate.  A  porter  may  carry  a  heavy  load, 
but  it  is  not  possible  to  bear  the  weight  of  Adam's  Peak.  We 
may  hear  a  rat  squeaking  at  the  distance  of  a  few  yards,  but  it 
is  impossible  to  do  so  at  the  distance  of  as  many  hundred  miles. 
So,  likewise,  with  our  other  faculties,  for  instance  the  memory. 
The  matter  in  St.  Paul's  Greek  Epistles  which  Beza  committed 
to  memory,  or  that  of  the  sermons  which  the  Gnamies  could 
repeat  with  fidelity,  bears  indeed  a  very  small  proportion  to  the 
Tepitaka.  If  the  Druids  who  carried  in  their  memories  a  lai^e 
number  of  verses,  the  whole  extent  of  their  twenty  years'  learn- 
ing cannot  by  any  means  approach  the  contents  of  the  English 
Bible,  which  is  less  than  one-eleventh  of  the  Buddhist  Scriptures; 
if  the  poems  of  Homer,  which  extend  to  but  30,000  lines,  were 
recited  from  memory,  we  ought  to  bear  in  mind  that  they  are 
[2,000,000-^30,000=]  less  than  a  sixty-sixth  of  the  Buddhist 
works,  the  greater  portion  of  which,  being  in  prose,  could  not, 
moreover,  render  that  aid  which  the  rhythm  of  poetry  had 
afibrded  to  the  rhapsodists. 
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Now^  reliable  history  furnishes  ns  with  no  aecoont  of  such 
wondrous  feats  of  memory  as  are  stated  in  Hindu  and  Buddhist 
writings.  There  are  none  such  recorded  in  our  Holy  Scriptures. 
From  all  that  appears  in  the  Bible^  the  mode  by  wfaich^ 

"...  we,  by  tracing  magic  lines,  are  taught 
How  to  embody,  and  to  colour  thought  .  .  .** 

as  known  before  the  Israelites  left  Egypt  (1491  b.c.)  ;  or,  in 
other  words,  writing  was  used  at  a  time  when  its  existence 
among  the  Hindus  does  not  clearly  appear.  Neith^  does  it 
appear  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  that  memory  was  made  the 
tablet  of  any  of  its  doctrines :  "  Write  this,  said  the  Lord  unto 
Moses f^ — and  why?  ^'for  a  memorial/'  that  it  might  not  be 
fw^tten; — and  where?  in  a  book  (Exod.  xvii.  14).  The  ten 
commandments  were  not  only  proclaimed  by  the  voice  of  God, 
but  were  engraved  (written)  by  Him  on  tablets  of  stone.  The 
author  of  the  book  of  Exodus  "  took  the  bodt  of  the  covenant, 
and  read  it  in  the  audience  of  the  people  ;^^  he  furthermore 
recorded  all  that  was  revealed  to  him  by  God  in  books.  Man's 
memcnry  was  not  thus  regarded  as  unerring  or  sufficiently  stable 
to  dispense  with  a  written  record.  The  <dd  Pali  proverb, 
^^  SU'Chi-pu-K  mfutto  katan  pandito  bhaveyya/'  is  indeed  well 
known. 

Buddhistical  annals,  moreover,  prove  beyond  all  manner  of 
doubt  that  in  the  lifetime  of  G6tama,  not  only  was  writing 
practised ;  not  only  tiiat  Buddhist  doctrines  were  conveyed  by 
means  of  it  to  different  countries ;  not  only  that  laws  and  usages 
were  recorded;  and  that  little  children  were  taught  to  write; 
hut  tliat  even  women  were  found  able  to  do  so.  The  various 
passages  which  authorize  the  above  statement,  also  prove  that 
the  character  used  at  the  period  above  indicated,  was  the  Nagari. 

A  question  still  remains  for  inirestigation,  and  which  it  may 
he  convenient  to  dispose  of  heie.  What  materials  were  employed 
for  the  purpose  of  writing  at  the  period  of  the  Buddhist  era  ? 
All  orientalists  know  that  metal  plates  were  used  in  connexion 
with  writing.  We  are  also  accustomed  in  this  country  to 
examine  ancient  titles  engraved  upon  metal.  Numbers  of  these 
were  also  found  in  excavations  in  different  parts  of  Asia.  The 
royal  present  from  Bimbisara  to  Pukkusati,  was  written  upon  a 
gold  plate  six  feet  by  one  and  a  half.  This  costly  material, 
however,  was  selected  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  gift,  and  to 
give  weight  to  the  q[rinion  concerning  the  virtues  of  Buddha, 
whom  he  introduced  to  the  notice  of  his  friend.  This,  therefore, 
may  be  regarded  as  the  exception  and  not  as  the  rule ;  for  gold 
eould  not  have  been  easily  procured  by  poor  scholars,  and  still 
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poorer  mendicant  priests.  Copper  and  other  metals,  though  less 
costly  than  gold,  were  yet  selected  only  with  a  view  to  perpetuate 
state  documents ;  e.g.,  king  Parakkrama  bahu  (a.d.  1200)  made 
it  a  rule,  that  ^'  when  permanent  grants  of  lands  were  made  to 
those  who  had  performed  meritorious  services,  such  behests 
should  not  be  evanescent,  like  lines  drawn  upon  water,  by  being 
inscribed  upon  leaves, — a  material  which  is  subject  to  be  de- 
stroyed by  ants  and  white  ants — but  that  such  patents  should 
be  engraved  on  plates  of  copper,  so  as  to  endure  long  unto  their 
respective  generations/' 

Copper  is,  moreover,  an  unwieldy  substance.  It  could  not 
be  written  upon  with  the  same  facility  that  we  now  experience 
in  tracing  a  pen  on  paper.  Except  by  engraving,  no  lasting 
impression  could  be  made  upon  it ;  and  engraving  was  by  no 
means  practicable.  It  could  not  keep  pace  with  the  current  of 
thought.  Ordinary  writing  could  not  be  effected  by  its  means. 
If  the  Indians  had  a  Pope  who  corrected  a  single  line  seventy 
times,  the  engraver  would  doubtless  have  had  to  perform  a  work 
of  no  ordinary  labour.  Inferior  metal  was  not,  therefore,  the 
substance  upon  which  the  poet  and  the  scholar  drafted  composi- 
tions. In  Ceylon  every  Pansala,  which  is  identical  with  the 
Indian  lipi  shlh,  has  a  sand-board;  and  this  is  used  by  poets  for 
composition,  and  by  children  for  exercises  in  writing.  An  author, 
while  composing,  usually  wrote  first  on  these  tables  for  the  con- 
venience of  making  alterations,  but  when  he  had  perfected  his 
composition,  the  same  was,  it  may  be  presumed,  transferred  to  a 
more  durable  substance  than  the  Velipila. 

For  the  preservation  of  one's  writing  a  more  permanent 
material  was  required  than  the  sand  or  tablets  of  wax.  Strips 
of  wood  and  bamboo  were  used,  and  the  use  of  the  latter  pro- 
bably led  to  the  invention  of  paper  in  China  from  reeds.  Yet 
paper,  whether  known  at  this  time  or  not,  was  not  used  by 
Orientals,  except  by  the  inventors  themselves.  In  the  Hindu 
mind  there  was,  as  it  is  still  seen,  a  feeling  of  aversion  to  paper. 
Books  written  on  paper  were  probably  in  ancient  times,  as  they 
are  now,  not  generally  used  in  Asia.  Nor  have  we  any  reason 
to  believe  that  paper  was  known  in  India  at  the  Buddhist  era. 
But  skins  were.*  It  should  again  be  borne  in  mind  that  origi- 
nally the  Hindus  were  no  slayers  of  animals,  and  though  the  hides 
of  the  Antelope,  etc.,  came  into  use  gradually,  and  though  animal 
sacrifices  doubtless  produced  a  good  deal  of  skins,  yet  there  is 
no  mention  of  hides  as  a  writing  material;  and  Buddhism,  too, 
sets  its  face  against  all  animal  slaughter  and  the  use  of  '^  sheep 
skin,  deer  skin,  and  goat  skin,''  which  were  originally  forbidden 
as  coverlets,  were  only  permitted  in  foreign  countries  where  the 
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prohibition  might  be  an  impediment  to  the  free  dissemination 
of  Buddhism.  It  may  thence  be  concluded  that  some  other 
material  was  employed  for  ordinary  writing.  Cloth  doubtless 
formed  one  of  the  common  substances  for  writing  upon^  as  we 
find  it  even  at  the  present  day  in  the  Burman  empire :  and  M. 
Bomouf  gives  a  story  from  the  Divyu  Avadana,  of  the  Nepal 
works^  to  the  effect  that  Bimbiskra  sent  to  Budray&na,  king  of 
B^ruke,  a  portrait  of  Gdtama  on  cloth  with  the  Buddhist  formula 
of  refuge  written  below  it. 

Though^  perhaps^  this  is  one  of  the  fables  which  were  in- 
vented by  the  heretics  who  had  seceded  from  the  Buddhist 
Churchy  yet  the  fact  that  cloth  was  used  in  early  times  as  a 
writing  material  may  be  relied  upon.  And  it  would  seem  from 
the  travels  of  the  early  Chinese  pilgrims,  and  the  mode  in  which 
Buddhist  doctrines  were  circulated,  that  some  other  material 
besides  cloth  was  used  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  writing,  and 
this,  we  are  expresssly  told,  in  reference  to  the  correspondence 
of  Bimbis&ra  and  Pukkus&ti,  was  on  panna  or  "  leaf ;"  and  the 
discoveries  in  the  topes  of  Nanddra  and  Hidda  shew  that  the 
Tuz  leaf  was  used  for  inscriptions  in  the  Bactro-Pali  character. 
It  was,  however,  not  this  that  was  anciently  used  for  writing 
purposes.  Neither  was  it  "  the  lotus  leaf  as  smooth  as  a  parrot's 
breast,"  which  KfiJidSsa  in  his  Sakuntald  puts  in  the  hands  of 
the  chief  heroine  of  the  play  to  write  her  love-letter  on.  Nor, 
indeed  was  it  the  birch -leaf  which  the  same  poet  in  his  Vikra^ 
morvasi  places  in  the  hands  of  Urvasi  as  a  suitable  material  on 
which  to  inscribe  her  epistle.  "  The  latter,"  says  Professor  Max 
Miiller,  "  is  used  in  the  sense  of  a  leaf  or  sheet  of  paper."  And 
this  indicates  clearly  that  KMid^a  wrote  long  long  after  the 
Buddhist  era,  and  long  after  the  Egyptian  papyrus  had  been 
known  to  the  Asiatics. 

That  the  leaf,  however,  which  was  anciently  used  by  Asiatics 
for  ordinary  writing  was  the  Talipot  or  the  "  ola,"  appears  from 
the  very  language  of  Gotama  Buddha ;  and  the  instrument  for 
writing  was  the  Panna-Suchiya,  "  leaf-pin,"  or  Stylus.  From  a 
Tamil  work  which  Mr.  William  Ferguson  quotes,  in  his  interest- 
ing work  on  the  Palmirah  palm,  it  appears  that  "  the  oldest 
Hindu  author,  Panini,  mentions  writing  on  <J/(W."  I  may  also 
mention  what  Pliny  states,  that  the  most  ancient  mode  of  writing 
was  upon  the  leaf  of  the  palm  tree :  and  the  ola  is  expressly  men- 
tioned as  an  ordinary  writing  material  in  the  Buddhist  annals. 

Prcm  an  investigation  into  the  question,  whether  the  Budd- 
hist doctrines  had  a  written  existence  from  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the  Buddhist  era,  I  return  to  the  question  of  the  dialect 
in  which  they  were  originally  expressed. 
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Upon  the  authority  of  the  Tibetan  annab,  M.  de  Coroos 
names  several  languages  into  which  the  Buddhist  Scriptures 
were  early  translated,  but  distinguishes  one  as  Tathagatha's 
**  own  language/'  The  earliest  Pali  Orammar  of  Kachclmyana^ 
which  is  indeed  extant  in  Ceylon  as  well  as  in  Burmah,  also 
refers  us  to  "  the  language  of  Buddha/'  for  the  elucidation  of 
which  he  had  compiled  the  Sandhicappa. 

The  question  arises — ^What  was  this  language?  That  it  wa« 
not  the  Sanskrit  is  generally  believed.  That  it  was  not  the 
language  of  which  the  Chinese  pilgrims  speak  as  the  Fan,  is  also 
clear ;  for^  apart  from  other  evidence  such  as  the  existence  of  a 
dual  number  in  the  so-called  Fan  language^  the  same  word  Fan 
is  used  to  designate  Brahmd,  clearly  shewing  that  by  it  was 
meant  the  Sanskrit,  or  the  sacred  language  of  the  Brahmans. 
The  only  other  languages  which  may  demand  attention  are, 
^'the  language  (as  it  is  called)  of  the  northern  Buddhists/'  and 
the  Pali  language  of  the  Singhalese. 

As  to  the  first,  we  gather  from  the  writings  of  a  learned 
Hindu  gentleman  and  of  M.  Burnouf,  "that  the  Buddhist  lite- 
rature of  Nepal,  from  which  the  sacred  Scriptures  of  Tibet, 
Tartary,  and  China  have  been  compiled,  is  in  an  ugly  Sanskrit 
dialect,  destitute  of  the  niceties  of  the  Sanskrit  grammatical 
forms  of  declension  and  conjugation,  etc. ;  that  the  authors  have 
sacrificed  grammar  to  the  exigencies  of  metre;  that  it  is  in  a 
mixed  style  of  prose  and  Gcith&s ;  that  it  bears  a  strong  resem- 
blance to  the  Tantras  of  the  fourth  to  the  seventh  century  of  the 
Christian  era; — and  that  it  appears  to  be  the  production  of  men 
to  whom  the  task  of  compilation  was  assigned  without  sufiScient 
materials  at  their  disposal."  In  view  of  these  peculiarities  M. 
Burnouf  has  pronounced  the  Nepal  sacred  Scriptures  to  be  n 
"  barbarous  Sanskrit,  in  which  the  forms  of  all  ages,  Sanskriti, 
Pali  and  Prackrita  appear  to  be  confounded."  Referring  to  the 
difference  of  language  of  the  different  parts  of  the  Vaipulya, 
"  the  highly  developed  Sutras,"  the  same  distinguished  Orient- 
alist remarks,  that  it  "indicates  in  the  clearest  manner  that 
there  was  ^  another  digest/  "  besides  the  compilations  of  the  three 
great  ecumenical  convocations  of  the  Buddhists,  and  that  in  his 
opinion  the  Nepal  Scriptures  comprise  a  fourth  digest,  which  he 
"  regards  as  the  crude  composition  of  writers  to  whom  the  Sans- 
krit was  no  longer  familiar,  and  who  endeavoured  to  write  in  a 
learned  language  they  ill-understood,  with  the  freedom  which  is 
imparted  by  the  habitual  use  of  a  popular  but  imperftectly  de- 
termined dialect." 

This  question,  as  indeed  many  others  of  historical  cha- 
racter, is  solved  by  the  Pali  annals  of  Cqrlon ;  and  hare  I 
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shall  present  you  a  translation  from  the  Dipc^ansa ;  the  value  of 
the  information  which  it  imparts  cannot  be  too  much  overrated. 
Many  individuals^  viz.,  ten  thousand  Vajjian,  siufiil  bhikkus, 
who  had  been  expelled  by  the  Theras,  assembled  together ;  and, 
having  formed  another  association,  held  a  council  of  the  Dhani' 
ma.      This  is  thence  called  the  Maha  Sangiti. 

The  bhikkus  who  held  the  MahA  Sangiti  reduced  the  religion 
into  confusion ;  set  fiside  the  first  compilation,  and  made  another. 
They  transferred  the  Suttans  from  their  proper  places  to  others, 
and  perverted  the  sense  and  distorted  the  words  of  the  five  nika^ 
yas.      They  did  so,  ignorant  of  (the  difference  between)  tl^e 
general  discourses  and  those  (delivered)  on  particular  occasions, 
and    also   (between)    their  natural  and  implied   significations. 
They  expressed  in  a  different  sense  that  which  was  otherwise 
declared ;  and  set  aside  various  significations  under  the  unwar- 
ranted authority  (shadow)  of  words.     They  omitted  one  portion 
of  the  Suttans  and  the  Vinaya  of  deep  import,  and  substituted 
their  own  version  of  them  and  the  text.    They  left  out  the  Pari- 
varan  annotations,  six  books  of  the  Abhidamma,  the  Patisambida, 
the  Niddesa  and  a  portion  of  the  Jatakas,  without  replacing 
anything  in  their  stead.    They,  moreover,  disregarded  the  nature 
of  nouns,  their  gender,  and  other  accidents,  as  well  as  the  various 
requirements  of  style ;  and  corrupted  them  in  various  ways. 

The  above  passage  clearly  indicates  that  there  was  a  code 
different  from  the  orthodox  version  of  the  sacred  writings,  which 
were  authenticated  at  three  different  convocations,  and  that  the 
Nepal  version  is  a  modification  of  that  code.  It  also  establishes 
that  the  compilation  in  question  was  made,  not  in  the  Tantra 
period  above  referred  to — not  in  the  age  of  Kanishka — but  in 
the  early  part  of  the  second  century  of  the  Buddhist  era. 
I  shall  now  pass  on  to  the  Magadhi  language. 
The  Sanskrit  had,  it  is  believed,  died  out  along  with  Brah- 
manism  about  six  centuries  b.c.  At  all  events  at  the  time  when 
Buddhism  arose,  Sanskrit  was  no  longer  the  vernacular  speech 
of  the  people.  Several  dialects  (and  the  Buddhist  books  speak 
of  eighteen)  had  been  in  current  use  in  India.  The  Pali  was 
doubtless  one  of  them,  if  not  the  principal  Prakrit  language. 
It  was  properly  the  language  of  Magadha,  Numerous  Pali 
theological  terms,  which  have  peculiar  significations  clearly 
distinguishable  from  those  assigned  to  the  same  cognate  expres- 
sions by  the  Sanskrit  Brahmans,  taken  with  numerous  other 
circumstances  in  the  history  of  Buddhism,  prove  beyond  all 
doubt  that  the  Pali  was  essentially  the  language  of  Gotama  and 
of  Buddhism.  We  find  it  retained  till  the  time  of  Asoka,  more 
than  two  centuries  afterwards.     The  difference  between  the  dia- 
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iect  of  the  inscriptions  and  that  of  the  Pali  texts^  as  for  instance 
the  Dhammapada  establishes  nothing  beyond  the  fact  that  the 
former  as  a  spoken  language  had  undergone  changes^  whilst  the 
latter,  as  is  eyidenced  irom  the  Yedhamma  hetuppabava  stanza 
quoted  in  the  inscriptions,  became  fixed  in  Ceylon  as  the  sacred 
language  of  the  Scriptures.  The  use  of  the  Pr&krit  for  the 
inscriptions  in  preference  to  the  Sanskrit^  proves  most  satisfac- 
torily that  it  was  "  the  vernacular  speech  of  the  people  in  the 
same  manner  that  the  use  of  the  local  alphabets  is  evidence  of  a 
design  to  render  the  inscriptions  accessible  to  the  people/*  "We 
may  therefore,^'  says  Professor  Wilson,  "  recognize  it  as  an  ac- 
tually existent  form  of  speech  in  some  part  of  India,  and  might 
admit  the  testimony  of  its  origin  given  by  the  Bnddhists  them- 
selves— by  whom  it  is  always  identified  with  the  langui^e  of 
Magadha  or  Behar/' 

The  terms  Pali  and  Magadha  are  names  which  are  at  the 
present  day  indifierently  employed  in  Ceylon,  Ava,  Siam  and 
even  China  to  express  the  language  of  the  Buddhists,  and  being 
confined  to  those  countries  the  term  Pali  is  not  met  with  in  any 
of  the  Indian  writings. 

Magadhi  is  the  correct  and  the  original  name  for  the  Pali. 
It  was  not  called  the  Magadhi  in  consequence  of  the  Mission  of 
Asoka,  the  king  of  Magadha,  to  introduce  Buddhism  into  Ceylon. 
It  had  received  that  name  before  the  age  of  that  monarch.  It 
was  so  called  after  the  ancient  name  of  Behar.  It  was  the  ap- 
pellation for  the  ancient  vernacular  language  of  Magadha.  It 
was  the  designation  for  the  dialect  of  the  Magadhas, — Magad^ 
hanan  bhasa  Magadhi, 

Pali  is  comparatively  a  modem  name  for  the  Magadhi,  It 
has  not  originated  from  "  the  region  called  Pallistan  the  (sup- 
posed land  of  the  Pali — our  Palestine,  It  does  not  come  from 
Palitur  in  Tyre — the  so-called  ^  Pali  tower  or  Fort.^ "  It  has 
no  historical  connection  with  "  the  Palatine  hills  of  Elome.*'  It 
was  not  called  after  the  Pehlvi — the  dialect  of  the  Sassanian 
dynasty.  It  is  not  derived  from  "  Palli  a  village,"  as  we  should 
now-a-days  distinguish  gunavari  "village,"  "boorish,"  from 
Urdu,  the  language  of  the  Court."  *  Nor  does  it  indeed  mean 
"  root "  or  "  original." 

Like  aliy  the  word  pali  originally  signified  a  "  line,"  "  row," 
"  range,"  and  was  gradually  extended  to  mean  "  Suttan,"  from 
a  line,  and  to  signify  edicts,  or  the  strings  of  rules  in  Buddha's 
its  being  like  discourses  or  doctrines,  which  are  taken  from  the 
Suttans.  From  thence  it  became  an  appellation  for  the  tewt  of 
the  Buddhist  Scriptures,  as  in  the  following  passages : — 

Thereykchariyk  sabbe  Palin  viya  Tamaggahun.  "All  the 
three  preceptors  held  this  compilation  in  the  same  estimation 
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as  the  ieg?t  of  the  PitakattayaJ^  Thera  YkAh\d  pUehi  padehe 
▼jaDJanihicha.  "  In  the  Thera  discourses  as  in  the  text  of  the 
PUakattaya ;  and  in  an  expression  as  in  a  letter/'  From  thence 
again  Pali  has  become  the  name  of  the  M^gadhi  language  in 
which  Baddha  delivered  his  doctrines. 

The  Pali  has  also  received  the  designation  of  Tanti^  '^  the 
string  of  a  lute/'  its  Sanskrit  c(^nate  being  tantri.  From  that 
signification  it  seems  to  have  been  originally  applied  by  the 
Brahmans  to  tantra,  ''  a  religious  treatise  teaching  peculiiur  and 
mystical  formula  and  rites  for  the  worship  of  their  deities  or  the 
attainment  of  superhuman  power/'  or^  '^  that  which  is  comprised 
of  five  subjects ; — the  creation  and  destruction  of  the  world,  the 
worship  of  the  gods,  the  attainment  of  all  objects,  magical  rites 
for  the  acquirement  of  six  superhuman  faculties  and  four  modes 
of  union  with  the  spirit  by  meditation."  The  M&gadhas,  before 
their  secession  from  the  Brahman  Church,  probably  used  the 
Mligadhi  term,  tanti,  in  this  sense;  but  when  they  embraced 
the  Buddhist  faith,  they  used  it  to  signify  the  doctrines  of  66- 
tama,  as  in  the  following  passages : — (1.)  Sammk  Sambuddho  pi 
te  pitakan  Buddha  vaehanan  Tantin  kropento  Mkgadhi  bkskyd 
iva  aropesi — '^  Buddha,  who  rendered  his  tepitaka  words  into 
Tanti  (or  tantra  or  doctrines),  did  so  by  means  of  the  Magadhi 
language"- — Vibhanga  Atuva:  (2.)  Tivagga  sangahan  chatut- 
tinsa  suttanta  patimanditan  chatu  satthi  bhknavkra  parimknan 
tantin  sangkyetva  ayan  digha  nikky  6  nkmk'ti.  "  Having  rehearsed 
the  Tanti  (the  doctrines)  which  contain  sixty-four  banavara, 
embracing  thirty-four  Suitans  composed  of  three  classes  (this 
was)  named  Dighanikkya" — Bhodivansa,  From  its  application 
to  the  Buddhist  doctrines,  Tanti  has  become  a  name  for  the 
sacred  language  itself  of  the  Buddhists,  viz.,  the  Magadhi  or 
Pali.  Thus  in  Buddhagosa's  Attakatha,  "Why  was  the  first 
convocation  held?  In  order  that  the  Nidanan  of  the  Vinaya 
piiaka,  the  merits  of  which  are  conveyed  in  the  Tanti  (PaJi) 
language,  might  be  illustrated.  Thus,  also,  in  the  Balavatara 
in  a  part  of  the  passage  which  answers  to  section  fifty-eight  in 
the  Rev.  B.  Clough's  version,  where  it  is  lefl  untranslated : — 

Eva  manfik  pi  vifineyyk  sanhitk  tanti  yk  hitk 
Sanhitk  chita  vannknan  sannidha'byava  dhknato. 

That  is  to  say,  "  In  this  wise  know  the  rest  of  the  combinations 
which  are  susceptible  in  the  Tanti  language. — Sanhita  is  the 
combination  of  letters  without  a  hiatus." 

The  popular  tradition  amongst  the  native  Pandits  of  Ceylon 
is  that  Pali  is  a  sister  dialect  of  the  Sanskrit,  having  been  pro- 
bably derived  from  one  and  the  same  stem. 
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la  considering  this  subject  we  notice  that  the  Brahmans 
regard  the  Sanskrit  to  be  of  Divine  origin^  and  as  a  direct  reve- 
lation from  their  Creator.  I  am  indeed  aware  that  the  Brah- 
man notion  of  the  so-called  Prakrits  (the  M&gadhi  included) 
being  derived  from  the  Sanskrit^  has  the  countenance  and  sup-.- 
port  of  such  eminent  men  as  M.  M.  Bumouf  and  Iiaaseu :  but 
it  is  submitted  with  great  deference  that  this  position  can  no 
more  be  satisfactorily  proved,  than  that  Prakrit  means  "derived,^' 
or  that  prakritiy  ^^  the  mother/^  is  the  daughter.  Be  this,  bow- 
ever,  as  it  may,  the  pretensions  of  the  Buddhists  are  as  great 
as  those  of  the  Brahmans.  The  former  claim  for  the  FaU  an 
antiquity  so  remote  that  they  affirm  it  to  be  ^^  a  language,  the 
root  of  all  dialects,  which  was  spoken  by  men  and  BrahmJ^  at 
the  commencement  of  the  creation  by  those  who  never  before 
heard  nor  uttered  human  accents ;  and  also  by  all  Buddhas/^ 

For  the  above  we  have  not  only  the  authority  of  the  Payd- 
gasiddhiy  but  the  following  from  the  Vibhanga  Atuvd : — 

"  Tissadatta  tbera  took  up  the  gold  broomstick  in  the  B6  compound 
and  requested  to  know  in  which  of  the  eighteen  bhasas  he  should  speak  ? 
He  so  (spake)  from  (a  knowledge  of  those  languages)  not  acquired  through 
inspiration,  but  by  actual  study ;  for  being  a  very  wise  personage  he 
knew  those  several  dialects  by  learning— wherefore,  being  one  of  (such) 
acquirements  he  so  inquired.  This  is  said  here  (to  illustrate)  that  men 
acquire  a  bhasa  (by  study). 

*'  Parents  place  their  children  when  young  either  on  a  cot  or  a  chair, 
and  speak  different  things  and  perform  different  actions.  Their  words 
are  thus  distinctly  fixed  by  the  chUdren  (on  their  minds)  (thinking)  that 
such  was  said  by  him,  and  such  by  the  other ;  and  in  process  of  time  they 
learn  the  entire  language.  If  a  child,  bom  of  a  Damila  mother  and  an 
Andhaka  father,  should  first  hear  his  mother  speak,  he  would  speak  the 
Damila  language ;  but  if  he  should  hear  his  father  first,  he  woidd  speak 
the  Andhaka.  If,  however,  he  should  not  hear  them  both,  he  would  speak 
the  Magadhi.  If,  again,  a  person  in  an  uninhabited  forest  in  which  no 
speech  (is  heard)  should  intuitively  attempt  to  articulate  words,  he  would 
speak  the  very  Magadfai.  It  predominates  in  all  regions  (such  as)  Hdl ; 
the  animal  kingdom ;  the  Petta  sphere ;  the  human  world ;  and  the  world 
of  the  devas.  The  remaining  eighteen  languages,  Otta  Kiratha,  Andhaka, 
Yonaka,  Damila,  etc.,  undergo  changes — but  not  the  Magadhi,  which 
alone  is  stationary,  as  it  is  said  to  be  the  speech  of  Brahmas  and  Ariyas. 
Even  Buddha,  who  rendered  his  tepitaka  words  into  doctrines,  did  so  by 
means  of  the  very  Magadhi ;  and  why  ?  Because  by  doing  so  it  (was) 
easy  to  acquire  their  (true)  significations.  Moreover,  the  sense  of  the 
words  of  Buddha,  which  are  rendered  into  doctrines  by  means  of  the 
Magadhi  language,  is  conceived  in  hundreds  and  thousands  of  ways  by 
those  who  have  attained  the  pati  sambidha — as  soon  as  they  reach  the  ear, 
or  the  instant  the  ear  comes  in  contact  with  them ;  but  discourses  ren- 
dered into  other  languages  are  acquired  with  much  difficulty/' 
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Now^  it  is  a  tact  that  '^  all  rude  nations  are  distinguished  by 
a  boastfol  and  turgid  vanity/'  They  cannot  speak  of  their  race 
or  of  their  sacred  languages  without  assigning  to  them  an  origin 
the  remotest  in  the  world.  In  *'  a  spirit  of  adulation  and  hyper- 
hole  *'  they  exalt  them  as  high  as  the  object  of  their  adoration 
and  worship.     This  is  pecuUarly  the  case  with  Eastern  nations. 

Although  such  extravagantly  high  pretensions  are  by  them- 
selves of  no  value^  yet  when  some  of  these  traditions  are  partially 
supported  by  the  concurrence  of  other  testimony^  such  as  the 
high  antiquity  of  the  Pali,  its  refinement^  its  comparative  sim- 
plicity both  verbally  and  grammatically^  and  its  relationship  to 
the  oldest  language  of  the  Brahmans^  from  which  their  present 
dialect  has  been  Sanakriiized : — we  may,  by  a  judicious  exercise 
of  our  judgment  in  separating  (ad  from  fable,  and  reality  from 
fiction,  receive  them,  I  apprehend,  to  the  extent  to  which  they 
are  confirmed.  Thus  the  traditions  of  both  the  Brahmans  and 
the  Buddhists  in  respect  of  their  respective  languages  may  be 
received,  so  far  as  they  are  proved  to  be,  two  dialects  of  high 
antiquity  derived  from  a  source  of  which  scarcely  any  traces  are 
to  be  found  at  the  present  day. 

The  Pali,  according  to  tradition,  was  brought  into  Ceylon 
by  our  first  monarch  Wijaya,  shortly  after  the  time  of  Odtama; 
and  although  Professor  Lassen  regards  this  as  a  question  involved 
in  obscurity,  yet  the  name  of  the  ^^  Conqueror  '^  and  the  desig- 
nation of  many  a  town,  edifice  and  mountain — Hay,  the  very 
name  ^^Tambapanna'^  given  to  the  Island  by  Wijaya,  and  which 
we  find  was  shortly  afterwards  used  by  the  Indian  monarch 
Asoka  in  the  rock  inscriptions,  would  lead  to  the  inference 
that  the  Pali  was  the  language  of  the  first  colonists. 

There  is  another  circumstance  which  may  be  here  noticed* 
The  birth-place  of  the  first  settlers  of  Ceylon  was  Lala.  It  is 
identical  with  Lata  or  Lada ;  and  Dandi,  the  author  of  Kavya- 
darsa,  says  that  even  in  comparatively  a  modem  age,  that  of  the 
dramas,  the  language  of  Lata  as  well  as  of  Banga  (which  latter 
is  only  a  different  pronunciation  of  Yanga,  and  merely  another 
name  for  Gt)wda)  was  usually  the  Prakrit.  His  authority  goes 
farther,  for  he  places  the  language  of  Lala  in  the  same  class  as 
that  of  Gowda,  Snrasena,  etc. ;  and  his  commentator  explains 
the  €t  C€etera  to  mean  the  Magadhi  (Pali)  and  Panchala  (the 
Zendj .  Hence,  all  circumstances  considered,  it  is  very  clear  that 
the  Pali  was  the  language  of  the  band  from  Lala  who  colonized 
Ceylon,  or  rathar  a  modification  of  it  which  bore  the  nearest 
relation  to  such  languages  as  the  Siiraseni  and  the  Zend — ^at  all 
events  a  so-called  Prakrita  dialect ;  and  therefore  a  language  of 
the  Ariyan  and  not  of  the  South  Indian  class. 
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But  the  best  evidence  of  the  fact  is  that  Aimished  by  a  com- 
parison of  the  Singhalese  with  Pali  and  other  Indiim  dialects. 

I  have  already,  though  somewhat  doubtfully,  intimated  my 
belief  that  the  Singhalese  belonged  to  the  northern  family  of 
languages.  My  later  researches  only  tend  to  confirm  that  belief, 
and  they  enable  me  moreover  to  affirm  that  "  the  most  unequi- 
vocal testimony^^  to  which  Professor  Spiegel  and  Sir  Emerson 
Tennant  refer,  tends  to  but  one  conclusion,  viz.,  that  ''the 
Singhalese,  as  it  is  spoken  at  the  present  day,  and  still  more 
strikingly  as  it  exists  as  a  written  language  in  the  Uteratare 
of  this  island,  presents  no  affinity  to  the  Dekanese  group  of 
languages." — It  is,  however,  impossible  to  do  justice  to  the 
question  within  the  circumscribed  limits  of  a  lecture  of  one  hour's 
duration,  and  I  must,  therefore,  return  to  the  subject. 

It  would  appear  from  both  the  Singhalese  and  Tibethan 
annals  that  even  in  the  lifetime  of  Buddha,  there  were  many 
dialects  prevalent  in  India.  As  already  observed,  eighteen 
dialects  are  spoken  of  in  the  Vibhanga  Atuva ;  and  preference 
is,  of  course,  given  to  the  M^gadhi.  The  orthodox  version  of 
the  Buddhist  Scriptures,  written  in  the  last  mentioned  dialect, 
was  doubtless  brought  by  Mahindu  [in  307  b.c]  to  Ceylon, 
where  it  has  since  remained  unchanged,  as  its  phraseology 
abundantly  testifies. 

Although  a.  dead  language,  the  Pali  has  been  carefully  cul- 
tivated in  Ceylon.  From  the  period  it  became  the  sacred  lan- 
guage of  the  Singhalese,  kings  and  princes  have  encouraged  its 
study ;  nobles  and  statesmen  have  vied  with  each  other  to  excel 
in  its  composition ;  and  laymen  and  priests  have  produced  some 
of  the  most  elegant  works  in  it.  The  names  of  Batuwantudkve, 
Hikkaduwe,  Lank^oda,  Dodanpahala,  Valine,  Bentota,  Kah&ve, 
and  Sumangala,  amongst  a  host  of  others,  are  indeed  familiar 
to  Pali  scholars,  as  those  of  the  learned  who  are  even  now  able 
to  produce  compositions  by  no  means  inferior  to  those  of  a 
Buddhag6so  or  a  Parakkrama,  though,  like  the  modern  Sanskrit, 
certainly  more  artificial  than  the  more  ancient  writings.  Not 
only  in  Ceylon,  but  in  the  Burman  empire  are  there  scholars 
who  excel  in  Pali.  Of  the  writings,  especially  of  the  present 
king  of  Siam,  I  cannot  speak  but  in  the  highest  terms  of  admi- 
ration. There,  as  in  Ceylon,  the  Pali  is  most  assiduously  culti- 
vated amongst  the  priesthood.  But,  as  is  not  the  case  in  Ceylon, 
whole  libraries  are  there  replaced  annually  by  new  ones,  after 
they  have  undergone  the  careful  inspection  of  learned  men. 

Mr.  Hardy  states  that  the  high  state  of  cultivation  to  which 
the  Pali  language  was  carred,  and  the  great  attention  that  has 
been  paid  to  it  in  Ceylon,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  a 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1863.]       The  Buddhist  Scnpturta  and  their  Language.  98 

list  of  works  in  the  possession  of  the  Singhalese^  which  he  fonnd 
daring  his  residence  in  this  Island/  included  thirty-five  workfl 
on  Pali  grammar^  some  of  them  being  of  considerable  extent. 
And  what  is  still  mo8^  remarkable  the  Singhalese^  which  had 
been  formed  out  of  the  Pali  has  eagerly,  though  ineffectually, 
sought  to  be  '^  set  aside "  for  the  language  of  Qdtama.  It  is 
exfuressly  stated  by  the  author  of  the  Mahavansa  (a.d.  459 — 
477)  that  in  that  work  the  ob^ct  aimed  at  is  the  setting  aside 
of  the  Singhalese  language  in  which  the  former  history  was 
composed.  Again  the  design  of  the  Pali  version  of  the  Singha- 
lese Daladdvansa  (a.b.  1196 — 1200)  is  said  to  be  the  same. 

In  the  proportion,  however,  in  which  Pali  has  been  cultivated 
and  enriched  in  Ceylon  has  it  declined  in  Asia,  and  with  it  the 
religion  which  was  taught  through  its  medium. 

The  shock  which  Buddhism  received  in  those  countries  in 
which  it  most  flourished  (when  such  works  as  the  Kalpa  Sutra 
and  Lalita  Vistdra  began  to  make  their  appearance),  must  have 
been  great  indeed  to  render  necessary,  as  we  have  already  seen, 
the  special  mission  of  a  Buddbagosa  to  Ceylon.  His  translations 
were  so  much  admired,  that  in  very  early  times  they  found  their 
way  from  Ceylon  to  Eurmah,  the  only  country,  we  believe, 
where  they  are  still  preserved  in  the  integrity  of  our  originals. 
Not  only  these  but  our  historical  works,  it  seems,  had  been  applied 
for,  and  obtained  by  the  Burmese ;  and  we  find,  from  a  valuable 
collection  of  Pali  books,  brought  down  in  1812  by  the  learned 
Nadoris  de  Silva,  Modliar,  from  that  country,  that  they  had 
preserved  even  the  commentary  on  the  Mahavansa  with  compa- 
ratively greater  accuracy  than  ourselves.  Fortunate,  indeed, 
it  was  for  Ceylon  that  the  Burman  empire  had  borrowed 
Lanka^s  Pali  books,  for  when  the  literature  of  this  Island  was 
nearly  annihilated  by  the  cruelties  of  some  of  our  Malabar 
monarchs  (and  we  had,  indeed^  amongst  them  many  an  Edward 
III.,  who  laid  his  ruthless  hands  on  the  literary  and  religious 
archives  of  the  nation) ;  the  repositories  of  Siam  and  Amarapora 
failed  not  to  supply  our  deficiencies,  and  to  furnish  us  with  the 
means  for  placing  our  Pali  literature  at  least  upon  a  respectable 
footing. 

The  number  of  Pali  books  on  Buddhism  far  exceeds  the 
lexical  and  grammatical  works;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  the 
Pali  literature  of  the  Singhalese  is  not  deficient  in  other  branches 
of  Oriental  sciences.  It  presents  a  proud  array  of  extensive 
volumes  on  prosody,  rhetoric,  medicine,  history,  etc.  Of  all 
these,  however,  the  historical  works  possess  an  all-absorbing 
interest.  For  I  may  safely  assert  that  no  country  in  the  East 
can  boast  of  so  correct  a  history  of  its  own  afifairs  and  those  of 
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Asia  generally^  as  Ceylon.    The  Phoeniciaiia^  wbo^  as  yoa  are 
aware^  had  influenced  the  civiUzation  of  a  very  large  portion  c^ 
the  human  race  by  their  great  inventions  and  discoveries^  by 
their  colonies  established  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe^  and 
above  all  by  the  extensive  commerce  which  they  had  carried  on^ 
have  left  nothing  behind  except  the  alphabet  which  they  had 
invented.     The  Persians^  a  very  interesting  and  a  very  ancient 
race  of  people  and  to  whom  we  naturally  look  for  historic  infor- 
mation have  little  beyond  their  Zendavesta,   two  chapters  of 
'Which  contain  some  traditions  of  their  own.     The  Hindus^  a 
people  who  had  a  literature  of  their  own  firom  a  period  long 
before  the  Singhalese  became  a  nation^  have  no  historical  records, 
•and  their  scanty  ^' fri^mentary  histories^  recollections/^  whidi 
have  been  embodied  with  their  religious  works^  such  as  the 
PuraTMs,  present  themselves  in  the  language  of  a  prophecy^  and 
npon  their  bases  no  trustworthy  chronological  calculations  can 
be  made.     In  the  Vedas  again^  which  are  perhaps  old^  than 
any  Ceylonese  Buddhist  writings^  and  which  are  supposed  to 
'^  furnish  the  only  sure  foundation  on  which  a  knowledge  of 
ancient  and  modem  India  can  be  built  up/'  there  is  a  lament- 
able lack  of  historic  sense^  which  has  ever  been  one  of  ihe  most 
remarkable  characteristics  of  the  Indian  mind. 

The  Chinese,  who  boast  of  a  descent  from  times  remoter 
than  the  days  of  Adam,  have  no  historical  writings  whi(^  can 
throw  the  smallest  particle  of  light  upon  the  affairs  of  the 
East. 

In  the  country  of  Magadha,  so  greatly  renowned  as  the 
birthplace  of  Buddhism,  and  the  still  more  interesting  language 
(the  Pali)  in  which  it  was  promulgated — a  kingdom,  moreover, 
which  da^s  its  origin  from  the  time  of  the  Mah&  Bhkrat,  we 
have  no  records  of  a  historical  charact^  beyond  religious  in- 
scriptions sculptured  on  stones  and  grants  of  land  eugraved  on 
copper  plates.  These  **  unconnected  fragments,^'  beyond  serving 
to  fix  the  dates  of  particular  kings,  furnish  us  at  present  with 
neither  history  nor  matter  sufficient  to  help  us  to  a  general 
chronology.  The  Bactrian  coins,  again,  afford  us  the  same  kind 
of  information  with  which  the  monumental  inscriptions  frimish 
us,  but  little  or  nothing  beyond  that.  '^  The  only  Sanskrit  com- 
position yet  discovered  in  all  Asia  to  which  the  title  of  history 
can  with  any  propriety  be  applied,  is  the  Rajatarangatn/'  a  com- 
paratively modem  work  which  was  compiled  a.d.  1148 ;  and  this 
again  does  not  bear  any  comparison,  either  in  point  of  the  mat- 
ter it  contains  or  in  the  interest  which  attaches  to  the  subjects 
it  treats  npon,  with  the  Singhalese  Historical  Records. 

The  genuine  historic  zeal  exhibited  by  the  Singhalese  from 
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the  very  time  they  cdomzed  Ceylon^  far  surpasses  that  of  all 
other  Indian  nations. 

The  love  which  the  Singhalese  had  for  such  pursuits  was 
participated  by  their  rulers  themselves;  and^  whUst  tradition 
asserts  that  some  of  our  early  Singhalese  Annals  from  which 
the  Mahawansa  was  compiled^  were  the  works  of  some  of  our 
monarchs^  history  records  the  facts  that  ^'the  national  annals 
were  from  time  to  time  compiled  by  royal  command  i"  and  that 
the  labours  of  ^^  the  historians  were  rewarded  by  the  state  with 
grants  of  lands/^  The  interest  which  our  sovereigns  took  in 
this  part  of  the  national  literature  was  so  great  indeed^  that  many 
a  traveller  and  geographer  of  the  middle  ages  was  peculiarly 
struck,  as  "  a  trait  of  the  native  rulers  of  Ceylon,"  with  the  fact 
<^  the  employment  by  them  of  persons  to  compile  the  national 
annals.  And  though  comparatively  few  are  the  records  which 
tiie  ravages  of  time  and  the  devastating  hand  of  sectarian  oppo- 
sition have  left  b^ind,  they  nevertheless  excel  in  matter  and 
interest  all  the  annals  of  Asia.  ^^As  the  first  actual  writing  and 
the  fi,rst  well  authenticated  insCTiptions  in  India  are  of  Buddhist 
origin,"  so,  likewise,  the  first  actual  chronicle  as  well  as  the 
most  authentic  history  in  the  whole  of  the  Eastern  hemisphere 
may  be  traced  to  a  Ceylon-Buddhistic  source. 

Sir  James  Emerson  Tennant  says,  and  says  truly,  that  ^^  the 
Mahawansa  stands  at  the  head  of  the  historical  literature  of  the 
East,  unrivalled  by  anything  extant  in  Hindostan,  the  wildness 
of  whose  chronology  it  controls." 

When,  for  instance,  the  capacious  mind  of  Sir  William  Jones 
seized  with  avidity  the  identity  of  Chandragupta  and  Sandraeet- 
tus,  and  thence  discovered  the  only  key  for  unlocking  the  history 
and  chronology  of  Asia,  the  Annals  of  Ceylon  were  not  without 
their  use  in  removing  the  doubts  which  w^e  eonjured  up  in  the 
imagination  of  antiquarians.  When  the  inde&tigable  labours  of 
a  Prinsep  enabled  him  to  decipher  the  rock  inscriptions  of  Piya- 
dasi  or  Devananpiya,  the  discovery  could  not  with  certainty  have 
been  applied  either  to  fix  the  proper  date  of  the  Buddhistic  era, 
or  to  reduce  the  chronology  of  Asia  to  its  proper  limits  without 
the  aid  of  the  Singhalese  records ;  the  Dipdvansa  in  particular, 
which  identified  Devanapiya  with  Asoka.  When  the  obscure 
dialect  of  the  pillar  inscriptions  presented  philological  difficulties, 
the  Ceylon  Pali  Mahawansa  alone  served  as  "  an  infallible  dic- 
tionary" for  their  elucidation.  When  again  the  Cashmirean 
history  put  forth  an  extravagant  chronology,  Ceylon  chronicles 
alone  enabled  Mr.  Tumour  to  effect  an  important  and  valuable 
correction  to  the  extent  of  794  years,  and  thereby  to  adjust  the 
chronology  of  the  East.      When,  lastly,  the  deep  penetrating 
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mind  of  a  Barnouf,  from  an  examination  into  the  Nepal  version 
of  the  Buddhist  Scriptures,  conceiyed  the  idea  of  '^a  fourth  digest 
of  the  Buddhists,  apart  from  i;he  compilations  of  the  three  con- 
vocations, the  Singhalese  Annals,  and  above  all  the  Dipawansa 
alone,  furnished  the  proof  required  for  establishing  the  con- 
jecture. 

Such  were,  as  are,  the  claims  of  the  Pali  literature  of  this 
island  upon  the  attention  of  the  learned  in  Europe.  Yet  it  is  a 
melancholy  fact  that  for  a  very  long  period  of  time  the  greatest 
indiflTerence  was  manifested  in  its  study  by  the  savans  of  Europe. 

When  more  than  forty  years  ago  Bask  wrote,  the  greatest 
misconception  prevailed  amongst  Europeans  on  all  Oriental  sul>- 
jects.  Eastern  languages  were  not  extensively  cultivated.  A 
gloom  enveloped  the  science  of  Comparative  Philology.  Inac- 
cessible was  the  path  to  Eastern  history.  Even  the  Sanskrit, 
the  language  in  the  highest  state  of  cultivation  now-a-days  was 
then  but  imperfectly  known  to  the  European  world.  Some 
considered  it  a  derivative  of  the  Zend,  and  others  treated  it  as  a 
creature  of  the  Pali.  Little,  if  anything,  was  definitely  investi- 
gated of  the  latter.  The  relation  which  Sanskrit  bore  to  the 
Prakrit  was  imperfectly  investigated,  and  was  at  the  time  Wilson 
translated  Vickrama  and  Urvasi  far  from  being  understood ;  and 
when  the  researches  of  Lassen  and  Burnouf,  ^^  with  that  love  of 
novelty  and  that  honourable  ambition  which  greatly  distin- 
guished them,"  brought  to  light  the  Nepal  books  of  Buddhism, 
even  the  names  of  their  Pali  versions  were  unknown  to  Eu- 
ropeans. The  distinction  between  the  Arya  and  the  Dekhanese 
groups  of  languages  was  not  well  ascertained.  The  Tamil  was 
supposed  to  have  been  an  offshoot  of  the  Sanskrit.  The  Andhra 
merely  existed  as  a  book  name.  Between  it  and  the  Dravidu 
no  relationship  was  established,  much  less  was  the  identity  of 
Dravida  and  Damila  recognized.  The  Singhalese  was  not 
known  in  Europe. 

When,  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  Hodgson  announced  the 
discovery  of  the  Nepal  Scriptures  in  a  dialect  intermediate  be- 
tween the  Pali  and  Sanskrit,  and  the  indefatigable  Burnouf 
commenced  their  examination  eight  years  afterwards,  an  impres- 
sion was  formed  hostile  to  the  real  merits  of  the  Pali  or  the 
Magadhi,  and  this,  far  from  being  removed,  was  indeed  con- 
firmed by  the  unjust  opinion  of  Colebrooke,  one  of  those  patriotic 
followers  of  Sir  William  Jones,  who  devoted  his  chief  attention 
to  the  Sanskrit  literature — when  he  pronounced  the  Pali  to  be 
^^  a  dialect  used  by  the  vulgar,"  and  identified  it  with  "  the  Apab- 
hransa,  a  jargon  destitute  of  regular  grammar." 

This  hasty  expression  of  opinion  by  one  so  highly  esteemed 
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for  his  deep  researches  in  the  Indian  literature,  has  not,  however^ 
Ibeen  without  its  ill  effects.  It  checked,  though  for  a  time,  the 
current  of  inquiry.  It  discouraged  those  who  might  have  other- 
wise successfully  pursued  their  researches  in  the  Pali.  It  even 
damped  the  energies  of  the  nations  of  continental  Europe,  who 
''  are  the  most  diligent  cultivators  of  Oriental  languages.**  Not- 
withstanding the  investigations  of  Weber,  Benfey,  Tausboll, 
Kuhun,  and  others  of  whose  labours,  so  far  as  we  know  them  in 
this  remote  part  of  the  globe,  we  cannot  speak  but  with  the 
highest  terms  of  commendation — the  study  of  the  Pali  is  yet,  I 
apprehend,  far  from  being  extensively  pursued  by  Europeans; 
and  the  full  extent  of  the  progress  which  that  language  has 
made  in  Ceylon,  and  its  refinement  and  purity  are  imperfectly 
^appreciated  even  by  those  who  have  made  Philology  their 
favourite  study.  Whilst  numerous  grammatical  works  in  the 
Sanskrit  and  other  Indian  dialects  have  been  published  from 
time  to  time  both  in  India  and  Europe,  not  a  single  treatise  on 
Pali  grammar  has  yet  appeared,  if  we  except  the  translation  of 
Balavatara  made  in  Ceylon;  and  although  several  Koshas  or 
lexicons  have  been  likewise  published  of  the  former,  it  is  indeed 
a  fact  that  no  Dictionary  of  the  latter  language  has  yet  made  its 
appearance  in  any  part  of  the  world  save  Ceylon,  where  too, 
from  many  local  disadvantages,  nothing  has  been  effected  beyond 
the  Abhidhanap  Padipika  and  the  Dhatu  Manjusa,  published  by 
the  Rev.  B.  Clough ;  and  a  Pali  Dictionary  (still  in  M.S.)  com- 
piled by  the  Rev  D.  J.  Gogerley,  the  Principal  of  the  Wesleyan 
Mission  in  Ceylon.  When,  again,  we  perceive  that  a  material 
advance  has  been  made  by  Europeans  in  the  study  of  the  Sans- 
krit ;  and  the  historical,  doctrinal  and  metaphysical  works  per-^ 
petuated  in  that  tongue,  have  been  nearly  all  translated  into 
European  languages,  it  is  indeed  not  a  little  to  be  regretted  that 
in  those  branches  of  learning  no  Pali  works  have  been  published 
(if  we  except  the  Dhammapadan  and  Kammawakya)  beyond  the 
Mahawansa  and  various  selections  from  Pali  writers,  contributed 
by  the  Honourable  George  Turnour,  Mr.  L.  de  Zoysa  Modliar, 
and  the  Rev.  D.  J.  Gogerley. 

Amongst  all  the  monuments  of  Pali  literature,  the  sacred 
books  of  Buddha  present  such  a  profitable  subject  of  study  to 
the  Christian  missionary  on  account  of  the  matters  therein 
treated  of — which,  when  thoroughly  examined,  cannot  fail  to 
produce  the  most  valuable  materisis  for  the  displacement  of 
Buddhism — that  one  would  have  naturally  thought  it  had  en- 
gaged his  most  earnest  attention  both  in  Ceylon  and  the  Burman 
empire.  It  is  however  not  so.  If  we  except  the  valuable  con- 
tribution of  the  Rev.  C.  Bennet,  of  the  American  Baptist  Union 
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in  Burmah,  entitled  the  Malalangara  Wattoo,  and  the  Life  of 
Gotama  by  a  Roman  Catholic  bishop  (I  believe  Brigandet  is  his 
name)  there  is  nothing  to  recount  beyond  the  labours  of  the 
Rev.  B.  Clough,  the  Rev.  D.  J.  Gogerly  of  Ceylon,  and  the  Rev. 
P.  D.  Silva  of  the  Wesleyan  Mission,  to  whose  valuable  researches 
the  public  are  highly  indebted  for  various  Buddhistical  tracts  in 
the  pages  of  periodical  literature. 

It  will  be  thus  seen  that  the  merit  of  Pali  research  belongs 
to  those  connected  with  Ceylon,  where  the  Pali  books  have  been 
preserved  with  the  reverence  accorded  to  the  Buddhist  religion. 
So  accurately  correct  are  our  books  in  comparison  with  the  same 
works  on  the  continent  of  India,  that  Mr.  Hodgson,  who  had 
been  long  of  a  diflferent  opinion,  was  latterly  compelled  to  admit 
'^  that  the  honours  of  Ceylonese  literature  and  of  the  Pali  lan- 
guage were  no  longer  disputable." 


CaraUic  MSS. — The  Russian  Government  has  purchased,  for  the  sum  of 
100,000  silver  roubles,  the  celebrated  collection  of  Caraitic  manuscripts  of  the 
learned  collector,  Abraham  Firkowitch.  After  the  collection  had  been  duly 
examined  by  different  savants^  and  pronounced  to  be  highly  important  for  the 
criticism  of  the  text  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  for  palaeography  and  chronology  in 
general,  and  for  the  history  of  feouthem  Russia  m  particular,  it  was  delivered 
as  property  to  the  public  Imperial  Library.  The  Caraitic  scholar,  Abraham 
Firkowitch,  has  devoted,  we  hear,  thirty  years  of  his  life  to  the  acquisition  of 
these  rare  manuscripts.  As  early  as  1830,  during  his  stay  in  CJonstantinople, 
he  succeeded  in  finding  some  valuable  Hebrew  codices.  This  seems  to  have 
given  him  the  impulse  for  his  untiring  exertions  in  this  field.  He  sacrificed  his 
fortune  in  the  search  for  rare  and  old  manuscripts ;  bore  without  murmuring 
long  separations  from  his  family ;  subjected  himself  to  all  sorts  of  priyatlons, 
and  often  endangered  his  life.  Mr.  Firkowitch  has  travelled  through,  and 
explored,  the  Crimea  and  the  Caucasus  in  all  directions;  he  has  lived  for  months 
in  churchyards  and  burial-places  to  study  and  copy  old  inscriptions;  he  has 
penetrated  into  synagogues  and  other  likely  places,  where  the  Jews  used  to  hide 
books  on  sudden  attacks  or  invasions  from  the  enemy ;  he  never  wearied  of  the 
struggle  with  fanaticism  and  barbarity.  Thus  he  succeeded  in  collecting  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  Hebrew  original  copies  of  the  Old  Testament,  which 
are  older  than  all  other  Hebrew  codices  in  any  of  the  libraries  of  Europe. 
Twenty- five  of  the  manuscripts  in  Mr.  Firkowitch  *s  collection  were  written 
before  the  ninth,  and  twenty  before  the  tenth  century.  Five  of  the  manuscripts 
on  leather  are  maintained  to  be  the  oldest  of  all  documents  on  the  Scriptures 
hitherto  discovered.  The  whole  collection  consists  of  forty-seven  rolls  of  the 
Pentateuch,  on  leather  and  parchment;  seventy-seven  codices  of  the  ^oly 
Scriptures ;  thirty-three  translations  in  difierent  languages ;  two  hundred  and 
seventy-two  works  of  Caraitic  authors ;  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  works 
*^.  Rabbinist  authors ;  two  hundred  and  fifty  miscellaneous  letters  and  articles ; 
^^Nn  hundred  and  twenty-two  inscriptions ;  three  hundred  documents  regarding 
V}^  Nstory  of  the  Caraim  in  Western  Russia,  and  three  hundred  old  plans  of 
ainereivi  Russian  towns. — Athenceum. 
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THE  BIBLE  AS  THE  WORD  OF  OOD. 

What  is  the  Bible  ?  This  has  become  the  question  of  questions. 
It  is  the  question  of  learned  and  unlearned.  All  who  think  at 
all  feel  how  vital  it  is.  But  it  is  a  question  by  no  means 
answered  :  nor  will  it  be,  perhaps,  for  years.  Whoever,  there-* 
fore,  has  an  answer  which  gives  him  rest,  if  not  full  satisfaction, 
has  a  right  to  tell  it  to  others. 

The  common  answer,  and  we  believe  the  true  one,  is — The 
Bible  is  the  Word  of  God.  But  every  one  must  feel  the  vague- 
ness of  that  answer.  Men,  who  by  no  means  agree  in  their 
views  of  the  book,  agree  in  giving  it  this  name.  Our  aim  must 
be  to  gain  a  more  definite  idea  of  what  is  meant  by  the  expression, 
the  Word  of  God. 

That  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God  this  is  not  the  place  to 
prove.  Assuming  that  the  common  definition,  expressing  the 
eommon  faith,  is  just,  our  work  is  to  understand  the  definition. 
Every  question  must  be  narrowed  and  dealt  with  in  parts,  to  be 
understood.  So  the  reader  may  consider  that  the  Bible  has 
already  been  shewn  to  be  the  Word  of  God — which  for  the 
majority  of  thoughtful,  earnest  readers  of  the  Bible  itself,  will 
be  no  unreasonable  demand,  and  to  most  a  welcome  one ;  for 
who  is  not  wearied  with  proofs  that  it  is  not  the  Word  of  man  ? — 
or  he  may  lay  this  paper  aside. 

The  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God.  But  what  do  we  mean  by 
the  phrase — ^Word  of  God. 

What  is  a  word  ?  The  manifested  mind  of  its  speaker.  It 
shews  to  others  the  thoughts,  the  feeling,  and  the  will  of  its 
ntterer.  This,  indeed,  is  not  true  of  all  words,  but  it  is  the 
proper  meaning  of  a  word.  There  are  lying  words  and  defective 
words :  words  which  the  speaker  makes  to  hide  his  meaning,  and 
words  which  will  not  convey  his  meaning.  But  this  is  only  the 
case  with  a  wicked  or  a  weak  speaker.  A  good  man's  words 
never  lie,  and  a  great  man's  words  never  fail:  the  good  man 
strives  to  tell  his  meaning,  and  the  great  man  tells  his.  So  if  a 
speaker  be  both  good  and  great,  his  words  will  be  his  manifested 
mind.     Hence  when  God  speaks  His  mind  is  clearly  revealed. 

But  since  a  word  is  the  name  of  that  in  which  the  mind  is 
manifested,  it  may  pass  beyond  the  verbal  utterance,  as  only  one 
mode  of  mental  manifestation,  and  become  the  name  of  other 
manifestations  not  made  through  words.  And  since  one  being 
can  become  the  most  perfect  revealer  of  another,  he  may  be 
named  the  expression  of  that  other — his  word.  We  have  our 
ideal  men — men  who  actualize  our  highest  thoughts :  and  we 
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have  our  representative  men — men  who  stand  for  ns  as  a  word 
stands  for  our  thoughts — ^men  who  express  ns.  Now  God  has 
His  personal  revealer — Him  in  whom  He  sees  Himself  reflected 
to  Himself  and  manifested  to  others.  This  is  His  Eternal  Son^ 
who^  because  of  His  being  His  Father^s  manifestation^  is  called 
emphatically  the  Word. 

The  metaphorical  use  of  the  expression  word  is  carried  still 
further.  If  a  man's  words  manifest  his  mind^  much  more  do 
his  deeds  and  his  works.  "  Actions/'  we  say,  "  speak  louder  than 
words."  Language  is  local  and  changing;  action  is  universal 
and  abiding.  The  meaning  of  a  tear  is  known  to  all,  but  the 
meaning  of  the  word  that  names  it  is  known  only  to  some.  So 
works  are  made  to  speak  as  well  as  words.  ^^  The  heavens  are 
telling  the  glory  of  God ;  and  the  firmament  sheweth  his  handi- 
work. Day  unto  day  uttereth  speech,  and  night  unto  night 
sheweth  knowledge.  Without  speech  and  without  words,  without 
their  voice  being  heard ,  (yet)  into  all  the  earth  is  gone  forth 
their  sound,  and  unto  the  end  of  the  world  their  ends." — Psalm 
xix.  1 — 4i. 

Yet  in  order  to  define  the  phrase,  the  word  of  God,  a  remark 
upon  the  different  kinds  of  manifestation  is  needed.  Manifesta- 
tions are  either  immediate  or  mediate — without  or  with  means. 
Almost  all  human  manifestations  are  made  through  means ;  for 
few  men  can,  if  we  may  so  say,  flash  themselves  upon  others 
directly  with  no  instrument ;  they  need  the  help  of  their  outer 
nature.  And,  further,  it  is  evident  that  of  mediate  manifestations 
there  must  be  different  degrees.  We  have  need  to  mention  twQ 
— immediate-mediate  and  mediate-mediate.  A  man's  own  words 
and  works,  coming  directly  from  himself,  are  his  immediate* 
mediate  manifestations — there  is  no  interposing  medium  be- 
tween the  medium  he  uses  to  express  himself,  and  us  to  whom 
the  expression  is  made.  On  the  other  hand,  a  man's  words  and 
works  when  not  heard  or  seen  by  us,  but  made  known  to  us 
through  another,  are  mediate-mediate  manifestations — there  is 
another  medium  interposed  between  us  and  him.  A  man  who 
knows  English  but  not  Greek,  can  have  an  immediate-mediate 
manifestation  of  Shakespear's  mind  (supposing  the  test  be 
faithful),  but  only  a  mediate-mediate  manifestation  of  the 
mind  of  Homer,  for  he  must  depend  on  another  man  for  his 
translation. 

A  word,  then,  is  the  manifestation  of  the  mind  of  its  owner, 
whether  the  manifestation  be  through  language  or  through  a, 
person,  or  through  works :  and  manifestations  are  immediate  or 
mediate,  which  latter  are  divided  into  immediate-mediate  and 
mediate-mediate. 
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Now  let  us  bring  these  remarks  to  bear  upon  the  Bible.  As 
the  Word  of  God  it  must  be  the  manifested  mind  of  God.  But 
of  manifestations  there  are  immediate  and  mediate.  To  which 
of  these  divisions  does  the  Bible  belong  ?  It  is  given  by  words 
and  written  by  men,  it,  therefore,  is  a  mediate  manifestation. 
But  apart  from  its  being  in  words  and  human  writing,  it  must 
be  mediate;  for  God  the  Father,  of  whom  it  is  a  revelation, 
makes  himself  known  only  through  His  Son.  The  Son  is  the 
one  Mediator  between  God  and  man.  His  nature — His  being — 
&part  from  His  works,  is  the  primal  manifestation  of  the  Eternal 
God  (Heb.  i.  3).  He  is  the  Word,  all  other  words  are  through 
Him.  But  His  nature  is  too  pure  for  man  to  know.  He  must 
reveal  Himself  through  media  or  we  cannot  know  Him.  One 
day  we  shall  see^Him  as  He  is,  but  then  we  shall  be  like  Him. 
Now  we  must  see  Him  "  through  a  glass  darkly.'* 

"  For  words,  like  nature,  half  reveal 
And  half  conceal  the  soul  within." 

We  could  not  bear  to  see  him  face  to  face.  He  must  veil  his 
Godhead  or  we  should  die.  To  favoured  men  He  has  made  at 
times  fuller  manifestations,  but  then  they  have  only  seen  through 
the  crevice  of  the  rock  the  lingering  rays  of  the  glory  that  had 
passed  by. 

And  this  brings  us  to  note  that  the  Bible  is  a  mediate-mediate 
manifestation.  If  the  Son  of  God  revealed  Himself  to  us  we 
should  have  an  immediate-mediate  manifestation  of  the  Father, 
but  since  He  reveals  Himself  through  media,  we  have  a  mediate- 
mediate  manifestation.  But  if  any  one  believes  that  Christ  does 
immediately  .reveal  himself,  the  question,  as  to  the  Bible  being 
a  mediate-mediate  manifestation,  will  remain  unaltered.  For 
however  Christ  may  reveal  himself  in  the  spirit  of  His  believer, 
it  is  evident  that  the  Bible  is  a  revelation  of  Him  mediated  by 
man.  The  Bible  is  essentially  a  history  or  record.  It  is  a 
record  bf  the  works  and  words  of  the  Eternal  Word,  and,  there- 
fore, a  history  of  the  manifestations  of  the  Father  made  by 
Him.  This  we  shortly  express  when  we  call  it  a  mediate-mediate 
manifestation  of  the  nature  of  God. 

But  we  naturally  ask, — Is  this  definition  perfect  ?  Does  it 
not  fail  in  the  essential  point  of  distinguishing  the  Bible  from 
all  other  books?  We  have  histories  of  creation,  histories  of 
nations,  histories  of  holy  men,  and  all  of  these  are  histories  of 
the  work  of  Christ ;  but  we  do  not  call  these  the  Word  of  God. 
Wherein  lies  the  difference  ?  The  difference  is  twofold ;  and  an 
illustration  will  make  it  clear.  A  faithful,  worthy  history  of 
Shakespear^s  life,,  following  his  genius  through  all  its  stages. 
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laying  bare  his  inner  life  in  its  most  hidden  chambers,  shewing 
the  man  as  he  thought  and  felt  and  wrote  and  lived, — must  be  a 
history  unlike  all  other  histories,  for  there  is  only  one  Shakespear, 
and  must  be  written  by  a  historian  unlike  all  other  historians^ 
for  only  a  second  Shakespear  could  write  Shakespear^s  history. 
A  poet  alone  can  understand  a  poet ;  the  prince  of  poets  can  be 
understood  by  the  prince  of  poets  alone,  and  only  he  who  under- 
stands a  man  can  write  his  history.  The  Bible  is  a  history,  but 
the  history  of  a  greater  than  Shakespear.  It  is  the  history  of  the 
Son  of  God.  It  is  his  history  drawn  from  his  works, — fromhia 
works  amongst  the  folk  Israel,  and  in  the  early  church.  What 
must  such  a  history  be  when  it  is  written  ?  And  what  must  the 
historian  be  who  wrote  it?  With  whose  spirit  must  he  be  filled 
who  understands  such  a  worker  ? 

But  still  the  question  comes — suppose  a  mafl  writes  the  his- 
tory of  the  working,  and,  therefore,  of  the  life  of  the  Son  of  God 
in  his  own  soul,  would  not  such  a  history  be  as  the  Bible  ?  To 
this  question  we  need  not  reply,  for  it  only  supposes  a  case.  Yet 
if  the  case  were  actual,  the  answer  is  at  hand — the  Israelites 
and  the  first  Christians  shew  in  their  history  the  works  of  the 
Son  of  God  as  no  other  nation  and  no  other  persons  shew  them. 
To  them  were  committed  the  oracles  of  God.  They  were  chosen 
witnesses  of  the  Lord.  In  them  the  extraordinary  working  of 
God  was  shewn  in  signs,  and  wonders,  and  powers.  And  since 
the  Lord  wrought  in  them  as  he  wrought  in  no  others,  the  his- 
tory of  his  working  must  be  like  no  other  history. 

The  Bible  is,  therefore,  a  special  mediate-mediate  manifesta- 
tion of  the  nature  of  God;  or,  in  other  words,  the  Bible  is  the  his- 
tory or  record  of  the  revelation  of  God,  made  by  his  Son  through 
his  words  and  works  to  the  Israelites  and  the  first  Christians. 

Every  definition  should  be  an  explanation.  If  the  above  be 
worth  anything,  it  will  find  its  justification  in  the  light  it  will 
cast  upon  the  book.  We  believe  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God. 
It  is  so  unlike  all  other  books  that  are  not  outgrowths  of  it ;  it 
is  so  much  higher,  holier,  tenderer  than  they,  that  we  cannot  call 
it  man's  word.  But  yet,  though  we  must  call  it  God^s  Word,  we 
do  it  in  the  face  of  many  difficulties  and  by  hushing  many 
doubts.  Whence  come  those  doubts  and  difficulties  ?  Do  they 
come  from  our  not  understanding  what  God's  Word  must  be — 
from  our  looking  for  something  else  than  is  properly  contained 
in  the  idea  of  the  Word  of  God  ?  If  so,  then  with  a  proper 
understanding  of  what  the  term  means,  the  difficulties  will  dis- 
appear. We  have  sought  for  such  an  understanding.  Let  us 
test  its  worth. 

"  The  Bible  is  so  unlike  what  we  imagine  an  oracle  should 
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be.  It  is  mainly  historical  in  its  subject  matter,  and  owes  its 
origin  to  historical  causes.  It  is  not  a  grand,  lofty,  universal 
history,  but  a  history  of  a  single  nation,  and  of  a  company  of 
individuals  chiefly,  and  only  incidentally  wider.  And  in  treating 
this  small  part  of  history  there  is  much  that  seems  beneath  the 
dignity  of  history,  and  where  this  is  not  so  the  history  is  like 
all  other  narratives  of  facts.  It  is  true  the  facts  are  often  unlike 
what  are  met  with  elsewhere,  but  it  is  the  book  we  call  the 
Word  of  God,  and  not  the  fiicts.*'  This  and  much  more  is 
urged  upon  us. 

The  reply  to  it  all  is  at  hand.  The  facts  are  the  Word  of 
God.  The  Bible  is  the  record  of  the  facts,  and,  therefore,  it  is 
also  the  Word  of  God.  Christ  reveals  his  Father  in  the  life  of 
a  people,  and  how  can  the  revelation  be  made  known  to  all  but 
through  a  history*  of  that  people  ?  *'  My  Father  worketh  hitherto, 
and  I  work;^'  "  I  must  work,"  are  the  words  of  Him  who  made 
known  the  Father.  And  again  He  says,  ^'  If  I  had  not  done 
among  them  the  works  which  no  other  man  hath  done,  they  had 
not  had  sin ;"  *'  believe  me  for  the  work's  sake ;"  "  the  works 
bear  witness  of  me.''  The  doctors  and  the  Pharisees  may  talk, 
but  He  will  work.  Man  could  have  a  revelation  in  words — in 
words  that  change,  that  all  cannot  read,  that  few  can  under- 
stand, and  that  fewer  still  can  feel ;  but  God  will  make  a  revela- 
tion in  works — in  works  that  abide  like  the  everlasting  hills, 
whose  language  is  as  wide  as  the  language  of  the  blue  heavens, 
whose  meaning  the  child  can  understand  as  easily  as  the  meaning 
of  his  mother's  eye,  whose  majesty  must  awe  the  rebel,  and 
whose  tenderness  must  subdue  the  hardened.  And  if  the  re- 
velation is  to  be  in  history,  man  would  write  a  history  that  was 
never  lived.  The  artificiality,  the  emptiness,  the  formality,  the 
bombast  philosophy  of  the  nineteenth  century  after  Christ  shall 
belong  to  the  nineteenth  century  before  Christ.  The  history 
cannot  be  inspired  because  Abraham  talks  not  according  to  the 
immutable  rules  of  talking,  as  laid  dQwn  by  a  modern  man  of 
fashion,  and  his  tent  manners  are  not  those  of  the  modem 
drawing-room,  and  because  Moses  does  not  know  the  principles 
of  the  Hegelian  philosophy  and  does  not  describe  to  the  unedu- 
cated Israelites  how  ^'  God  made  the  heavens  and  the  earth  "  in 
the  nomenclature  of  modern  astronomy  and  geology.  How  much 
wiser  is  '^  the  foolishness  of  God  than  the  wisdom  of  man?" 
Which  history  of  the  creation  of  the  world  teaches  to  a  child  or 
an  uneducated  man  most  effectively  the  true  cause  and  meaning 
of  that  act,  that  of  Moses  or  that  of  a  modern  geologist  ?  After 
reading  the  history  of  Moses  he  feels  this  is  God's  world; 
after  reading  that  of  the  geologist — this  is  the  world  of  eternal 
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unalterable  law.  Which  teaches  him  the  truth?  Which 
teaches  the  man  of  science  the  truth  ?  How  comes  it  that  the 
latter  says^ — a  creation  is  impossible?  May  it  not  be  that  eren 
he,  with  all  his  science,  cannot  read  the  '^record  of  the  rocks'* 
so  well  as  Moses  and  the  little  child  that  prays  his  prayer  to  the 
^'  Great  God  who  made  heavea  and  earth  V* 

«*  For  wisdom  dealt  with  mortal  powers. 
Where  truth  in  closest  words  shall  fell. 
When  truth  embodied  in  a  tale 
Shall  enter  in  at  lowly  doors.'* 

Let  philosophers  talk  their  talk  about  the  Absolute,  the  All, 
the  Ego,  but  we  will  know  the  Qod  of  Abraham,  of  Isaac,  and  of 
Jacob.  They  treat  our  histories  as  childish,  and  fit  only  for 
children  and  savages.  But  do  they  know  their  absolute?  Does 
He  or  It  hear  their  prayer  ?  How  high  is  the  God  of  the  Bible 
above  the  brain-spun  notion  of  these  wise  ones  I — the  God  of 
Abraham  and  of  Moses,  and  of  David  and  of  Elijah !  the  God 
of  promise,  of  salvation,  of  continual  resort,  of  jealous  holiness ! 

Taking  the  Bible  as  essentially  the  history  of  God's  revela- 
tion made  in  the  nation  of  the  Israelites  and  in  the  church  of  the 
first  century,  the  difficulties  about  the  book  felt  by  an  earnest, 
thoughtful  mind,  will,  in  a  great  measure,  disappear.  It  will  be 
seen  that  while  God  is  in  all  history,  into  this  He  comes  and 
abides  and  works  that  the  world  may  know  his  name.  He  shews 
himself  in  the  patriarch's  tent  as  the  household  God ;  in  the 
soldier's  camp,  as  the  God  of  armies ;  in  the  king's  palace  as  the 
king  of  kings.  The  Son  of  God  took  upon  himself  the  form  of 
a  servant  when  he  became  incarnate,  but  before  he  had  humbled 
himself  to  every  form  of  man's  daily  life,  his  rightful  seat  was 
the  "  high  and  lofty  place,"  but  yet  he  dwelt  with  the  humble. 
He  could  shew  himself  as  our  God — our  God  in  all  time  of  joy 
and  in  all  time  of  sorrow ;  in  all  our  work  and  in  all  our  sport. 
Such  a  God  man  needs.  That  he  has  such  a  God  man  deeply 
needs  to  know.  God  reveals  himself  as  such  in  his  chosen 
people,  and  all  men  can  read  the  history  of  the  revelation.  And 
it  is  a  grand  history,  and  a  tender  history.  There  is  the  majesty 
of  Sinai  and  the  moumfulness  of  Calvary :  the  voice  of  law  in 
darkness,  thunder,  fire;  the  voice  of  mercy  from  the  breaking 
heart  of  the  dying  Saviour  praying,  "Father,  forgive  them; 
they  know  not  what  they  do." 

There  are  two  books,  but  there  is  only  one  history ;  there 
are  two  peoples,  but  only  one  manifestation.  The  second  his- 
tory is  only  a  continuation  and  realization  of  the  first.  The 
second  is  fuller  than  the  first,  but  not  distinct  from  it.     The  two 
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make  a  whole,  while  neither  is  complete  without  the  other. 
One  mast  know  the  Israel  of  the  Old  Testament  to  understand 
folly  the  Israel  of  the  New.  The  first  is  a  type  and  prophecy  of 
the  second.  The  first  is  a  revelation  of  creation  and  redemption 
from  Egypt,  foretelling  the  new  creation  and  the  redemption 
from  the  spiritual  Egypt  which  are  revealed  in  the  second.  The 
first  is  a  grand  unfinished  picture,  in  a  few  impressive,  strong 
lines ;  the  second  is  the  same  grand  picture  finished,  the  stem« 
Bess  softened  by  the  tenderest  colours.  In  the  first  revelation, 
we  see  God  creating  by  the  omnipotent  fiat ;  in  the  second,  we 
see  him  redeeming  by  an  almighty  yet  suffering  love.  There  is 
*'  the  mighty  hand  and  the  outstretched  arm,''  making  known 
in  signs  and  wonders  the  greatness  of  its  power;  here  "the 
mighty  hand  and  the  outstretched  arm  "  is  resigned  to  the  cross 
and  the  nail,  making  known  the  fulness  of  the  love  that  rules 
it.  In  the  Old  Testament,  God  is  revealed  especially  as  the 
God  of  national  and  social  life ;  in  the  New,  especially  as  the 
God  of  individual  and  spiritual  life ;  and  neither  revelation  is 
complete  without  the  other.  God  is  the  God  of  all  our  life ;  he 
is  working  in  us  in  all  our  work,  and  a  true  history  of  his  work.* 
ing  must  so  exhibit  him. 

And  this  history  of  God's  work  in  the  Israelites  and  the  early 
church,  whether  he  wrought  in  the  spirits  of  single  men,  or  in 
nature,  or  the  world  without,  is  no  human  theory  of  history  and 
no  compilation  from  the  sources.  The  facts  are  given  and  not 
opinions ;  the  sources  themselves  are  laid  before  us  and  not  a 
man's  rendering  of  them.  The  God  of  Israel  did  wonders  in 
Egypt,  and  the  wonders  are  told  to  us.  He  wrought  mightily  in 
the  spirit  of  his  servants,  and  their  "  experience  "  is  given  us  in 
the  Psalms.  The  writers  of  the  Bible  were  content  to  let  God 
speak  for  himself,  knowing  that  their  feeble  words  would  but 
mar  the  impression  of  his  works.  It  is  left  to  a  later  and  a 
wiser  age  to  help  God  to  express  himself!  And  through  the 
letters  of  the  New  Testament  we  are  brought  into  the  very 
centre  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  work.  Their  writers  unconsciously 
give  a  revelation  to  the  world.  The  Old  Testament  is  to  them 
the  inspired  book,  and  they  by  no  means  think  that  to  their  poor 
words  such  a  worth  is  to  be  given  as  is  now  given.  They  write  to 
the  churches  committed  to  their  charge  what  they  themselves 
have  '^  tasted,  and  handled,  and  felt,"  and  what  they  wish  others 
may  feel  too ;  but  they  know  not  that  they  write  for  the  world. 
Herein  is  the  worth  of  what  they  write.  It  is  a  record  of  what 
God  has  done  within  them  and  within  others,  and  a  record  of  the 
words  he  has  spoken  in  their  souls.  It  is  God's  revelation  that 
is  given  us.     We  see  him  work  and  hear  him  speak.     This  is  so 
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even  with  that  letter  which  is  only  too  often  treated  as  a  ^eatise 
— the  letter  of  Paul  to  the  Romans.  It  was  farthest  from  his 
thoughts  to  sit  down  and  write  a  treatise  upon  justification  by 
faith.  Those  outer  causes  he  must  needs  write  to  the  Romans ; 
and  when  he  writes  he  must  needs  write  of  that  which  fills  his 
heart,  and  his  head,  and  his  hands — "  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ, 
the  power  of  God  unto  salvation/*  That  thought  leads  his  mind 
whither  it  will.  A  wonderful  revelation  of  what  God  is  and 
does,  and  is  and  does  in  man  and  in  creation,  is  the  result. 
Justification  by  fedth  forms  an  essential  part  of  the  letter,  but  by 
no  means  all. 

There  we  must  stay.  Let  us  only  hear  the  sense  of  what- 
has  been  said.  God  chose  the  Israelites  and  the  early  church 
to  be  the  special  subjects  of  his  manifestations  in  both  words  and 
works,  and  especially  in  works,  and  men  filled  with  the  spirit 
that  wrought  in  the  nation  and  in  the  church,  recorded  the 
works  and  words  of  God ;  and  the  Bible  is  the  record.  That  the 
Eible  is  historical  and  only  sparingly  and  somewhat  incidentally 
dogmatical,  is  no  ground  for  doubting  it  to  be  the  Word  of 
God,  but  much  rather  a  ground  for  believiqg  that  it  is ;  that  the 
history  deals  with  common,  every-day  life,  and  sanctions  man- 
ners and  notions  belonging  only  to  an  imperfect  state  of  society 
and  of  science,  is  also  no  ground  for  doubt,  but  much  more  a 
ground  of  faith,  for  from  the  very  nature  of  the  revelation — it 
being  a  revelation  of  God  in  the  people  and  their  life, — ^it  must 
deal  with  such  a  state  of  life  and  science ;  this  it  has  been  sought 
to  shew.  The  view  of  the  Bible  thus  presented  has  been  by  no 
means  defended  as  it  is  capable  of  being,  the  writer's  aim  being 
to  serve  those  who  prefer  suggestion  rather  than  elaborate  argu- 
ment. In  this  age  of  the  subjective,  it  is  a  vital  necessity  to 
hold  fast  to  the  objective.  It  is  of  the  essence  of  our  salvation 
that  it  is  vnthout  us  as  well  as  within  us.  It  is  from  ourselves 
that  we  need  to  be  saved.  And  so  our  Redeemer  came  down 
from  heaven,  and  after  his  return  sent  the  Comforter.  To  grasp 
these  historical,  outer  facts,  is  to  grasp  what  many  are  letting  go. 

J.  F.  Smith. 
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EXEGESIS  OF  DIFFICULT  TEXTS. 
Matt.  viii.  9.     Luke  vii.  8. 

It  is  commonly  said  that  the  inference  from  the  words  of  the 
centurion^s  message^  "  For  I  also  am  a  man  under  authority/' 
etc.,  is  of  an  d  fortiori  nature :  "  If  my  servants  obey  my  subal- 
tern,  authority^  much  more   will   diseases  obey   thy  absolute 
authority.'^     Sut  this  assigns  no  force  to  the  luu  in  koX  yap  iya> 
av6payiro<i  elfii  inro  i^ovalav,  ^odv  xm  ifuttrrbv  oTparuiyrcLf;,  which 
is  neglected  in  the  Authorized  Version  of  St.  Matthew,  but 
translated  ''  also,^^  as  aboye,  in  that  of  St.  Luke.     It  would  seem 
to  us  that  the  centurion  intended  to  draw  an  exact  parallel  be- 
tween the  position  of  Jesus  and  his  own.   Jesus  was  inrb  i^evalav 
in  his  idea  as  regards  the  Person  from  whom  His  commission 
came,  namely,  God,  just  as  much  as  he  was  himself  under  his 
superior  officers,  and  ultimately  under  the  emperor.      Thus  he 
considered  that  our  Lord^s  authority,  deriyed  from  God,  over 
diseases  and  other  physical  and  mental  phenomena,  was  similar 
to  his  own,  derived  from  man,  over  his  soldiers  and  servants. 
So  that  word  of  mouth, — compare  Xeyo)  TovT<p  in  Matt.  viii.  9 
with  elirk  yJr/tp  in  the  preceding  verse, — in  either  case  was  suf- 
ficient without  actual  propinquity  or  touch.     The  Jews  always 
appear  to  have  expected  our  Lord  to  touch  or  be  touched  in  the 
performance  of  a  cure   (compare  Mark  v.  28).     In  raising  the 
young  man  at  Nain  he  touched  the  coffin ;   the  daughter  of 
Jairus  was  taken  by  the  hand ;  and  in  fact  with  a  few  exceptions, 
such  as  that  of  the  ten  lepers  who  were  cleansed  while  going  to 
the  priests,  touch  appears  to  have  been  our  Lord's  practice.   Our 
Lord's  own  disciples  were  as  yet  scarcely  certain  that  He  was 
the  '^Christ  of  God''  (Luke  ix.  20);  and  it  is  treason  to  sound 
criticism  to  suppose  that  the  centurion  had  any  idea  that  he  was 
more  than  man,  when  another  reasonable  explanation  can  be 
found  independent  of  any  such  assumption. 

Again,  if  we  compare  the  case  of  the  centurion  with  that 
of  the  noblemaii  {fiacCKtKo^;)  mentioned  in  John  iv.  46 — 54,  we 
shall  see  abundant  reason  for  the  commendation  of  the  especial 
faith  shewn  by  the  former  without  supposing  him  to  have  pos- 
sessed any  greater  insight  into  our  Lord's  divine  nature  than  the 
mass  of  people  of  the  day.  When  the  nobleman  says  to  our 
Lord,  "Sir,  come  down  ere  my  child  die;"  our  Lord  replies, 
"  Go  thy  way,  thy  son  liveth," — thus  putting  his  faith  to  the  very 
trial  to  which  the  centurion  at  once  declares  himself  superior. 

It  must,  however,  be  acknowledged  that  the  koX  in  koX  yhp  does 
not  always  belong  to  the  following  word,  but  the  phrase  some- 
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times  corresponds  to  the  Latin  etenim  rather  than  to  nam  etiam. 
In  Xen.y  Anab.,  i.  1^  6^  we  find  an  instance  of  the  sense  etenitn, 
Kal  yhp  Tiaav  ai  ^IodvckoI  iroXet^  Tura-iKfyipvov^;  to  apr)(alov ;  but  in 
the  same  book  and  chapter,  §  8,  there  is  an  equally  clear  instance 
of  the  sense  nam  etiam,  which  we  believe  it  to  have  in  the  history 
of  the  centurion.  This  passage  runs :  koI  yhp  o  Kvpo^  aireirefime 
roif^  f^irp^opAvov^  taafioxf^  ^curiXel  ix  t&v  iroXjecDV  &v  Tura-a^pinj^ 
hriKfxavev  ex<ov.  "For  Cyrus  also  (as  well  as  Tissaphernes) 
used  to  send  in  for  the  king  the  accruing  tributes  from  the  towns 
that  Tissaphernes  used  to  hold/' 

In  any  case  the  argument  from  the  improbability  of  the 
centurion  having,  except  by  special  revelation,  a  fuller  knowledge 
of  our  Lord's  real  nature  than  was  possessed  by  His  own  dis- 
ciples, and  the  absence  of  any  indication  of  such  a  revelation, 
hold  good  against  the  a  fortiori  explanation  of  his  speech,  which 
we  contend  to  be  both  needless,  groundless,  and  uncritical. 

Matt.  vi.  12.    Luke  xi.  8. 

Assuming  the  derivation  of  iinovaio^  from  iirl  and  elfjn  to 
be  correct,  and  rejecting  the  instances  cited  to  signify  its  deriva- 
tion from  kwl  and  elfil,  as  either  containing  relics  of  the  digamma 
taken  from  epic  Greek,  or  belonging  to  an  older  state  of  the 
language,  we  think  the  commentators  have  not  as  yet  succeeded 
in  analyzing  the  word  satisfactorily.  Surely  we  must  not  with 
Winer  attempt  to  derive  it  from  iTnoav,  or  rather  from  17  iiriovaa 
fipApa,  which,  the  upholders  of  hrl  and  eipX  rightly  observe,  gives 
a  false  sense  and  makes  us  pray  for  the  "bucceeding'^  day,  the 
morrow,  for. the  things  of  which  we  are  shortly  afterwards,  by 
St.  Matthew, — indeed,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  same  chapter, — 
bidden  not  to  care.  Let  us  rather  take  as  our  guide  the  words, 
€06S«>9=^1  rr)v  oSov,  "lasting  for  the  journey ,''  i(fyr}fjLipio<ij 
"lasting  for  a  day,''  and  iwenjaiof;  in  Hom.  Od.,  vii.  118. 

"  Towi/  ovTTore  xapwo^  airokXvTaC  ovh  aTToXeiTrei 
'X.€ifiaro9  oifBi  Oepovs,  €7r€T^<no9*** 

which,  begging  pardon  of  Liddell  and  Scott  in  their  last  edition, 
is  manifestly  correctly  explained  by  Damm  and  Host  as  meaning 
"  lasting  the  whole  year,"  iwl  to  ^09,  in  contradistinction  to 
iiriTeco^;,  which  indicates  annual  change  or  recurrence.  Such  is 
also  probably  the  origin  of  ^Tr^eram,  although  the  sense  "suf- 
ficient "  is  said  to  be  always  satisfactory  without  any  allusion  to 
^09.  Hence  we  shall  come  in  the  case  of  hryovau)^  to  hri  Tr)v 
*  JOTS  AN  ^fiipav,  "  sufficient  for  the  going  or  current  day,"  a 
sense  and  derivation  which  appear  to  satisfy  all  the  conditions  of 
both  the  word  and  its  context. 
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We  must  not,  however,  attempt  to  ignore  the  diflScultjr  pre- 
sented by  Euripides,  Phcen.,  1637 : — 

"  Ka«  TrapOevcvov  t^i/  lovtrav  yfiepay 

Mdvovffy  ev  rj  <re  Xeicrpov^  Aifiovos  fidvei,** 

**  And  remain  a  virgin,  awaiting  the  coming  day,  in  which  the  bed  of 
Hsemon  awaits  you." 

Here,  however,  lovaav  is  the  reading  of  only  one  manuscript, 
most  of  the  others  giving  eicri^owav  or  hriovaav,  thus  indicating 
that  lovd-av  is  here  used  in  an  unusual  sense,  and  one  in  which 
the  example  of  Euripides  was  not  followed  by  his  countrymen 
generally.  We  do  not  think  that  lovaav  in  the  sense  of  "  com- 
ing ''  v?ould  have  been  at  all  familiar  or  even  intelligible  to  the 
writers  or  readers  of  the  gospels,  who  would  respectively  have 
used  and  expected  ifrxpfihrjv.  Strange  to  say  elfiL  appears  only 
to  be  used  once  in  the  LXX.,  in  Prov.  vi.  6,  Xdi  Trpo^  rov  fjLvpfjLrjxa, 
and  then  in  the  sense  of  going,  "  Go  to  the  ant.^^ 

Paley,  in  remarking  on  the  above  passage  of  Euripides,  says : 
— "  It  seems  doubtful  if  lovaa  fifiepa  could  signify  a  coming  day. 
It  should  rather  mean,  '  a  day  now  partly  spent,'  *'  which  is 
exactly  the  meaning  for  which  we  ^e  contending  with  regard  to 
the  compound  €7riov(no<;. 

We  must  now  leave  the  passage  of  Euripides  with  the  alter- 
natives of  taking  lovaav  in  a  very  strange  sense,  or  of  consider- 
ing that  Creon  is  represented  as  brutal  enough  to  order 
Antigone  to  prepare  for  marriage  on  the  night  of  the  very  day  on 
which  she  has  lost  her  two  brothers  by  mutual  slaughter.  But 
we  oflFer  our  explanation  of  the  derivation  of  ii^va-io^  with 
considerable  confidence. 

Mark  ix.  23. 

Assuming  that  the  word  Triareva-ai  is  an  interpolation,  we 
cannot  but  object  to  TischendorPs  introduction  of  a  note  of  in- 
terrogation after  To  el  hvvaaau  A  semicolon  should  be  put  in 
the  Greek,  and  a  note  of  admiration,  not  of  interrogation,  in 
English.  The  translation  would  then  run  thus :  "  But  if  aught 
thou  canst,  help  us,  taking  pity  upon  us.  But  Jesus  said  to  him, 
If  thou  canst !  All  things  are  possible  to  the  believer .''  The 
meaning  is,  "  I  am  surprised  at  your  use  of  the  expression.  If 
thou  canst ;  of  course  I  can ;  all  things  are  within  the  power  of 
a  real  believer .'* 

To  translate  to  ei  Svvacrat,  irLorevaai,  with  De  Wette  and 
others,  ^'the  usual  formula.  If  thou  canst  believe,^'  is  to  call  that 
usual  which  was  not  usual,  at  least  as  far  as  we  can  see  &om  our 
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present  goiqpels.  Reference  was  undoubtedly  made  by  our  Lord 
to  the  faith  of  some  of  the  parties  concerned  in  cures,  but  this 
was  not  the  usual  formula  by  which  he  did  so.  And  De  Wette^s 
objection  that  el  ri  Svvacrod,  would  have  followed  to,  instead  of 
merely  el  Bvvacraij  is  surely  hvpercriticism.  The  gravamen  of 
the  man^s  offence  lay  in  et  Bm^aa-ai,  not  in  the  modifying  ri ; 
and  the  mistakes  of  so  many  commentators  have  arisen  from 
their  not  seeing  that  our  Lord's  reference  was  not  to  the  faith 
of  the  man,  but  to  His  own. 

In  Plato's  Phoedo,  99  B.,  we  have  a  sentence  beginning  with 
TO  and  finishing  without  any  finite  verb :  ro  y^p  firf  ii^hAaOav 
olov  Telvai  otl  SXKo  flip  rl  iart  ro  aXriov  r^  ovrCy  aWo  8*€fC€tvo 
avev  ov  ro  alriov  ovk  av  irorett}  aXriov*  which  should  be  trans- 
lated :  '^  For  fancy  not  being  able  to  distinguish  that  the  cause 
in  reality  is  one  thing,  and  that  without  which  the  cause  would 
never  be  a  cause,  another  !'* 

Luke  iii.  23. 

We  have  never  been  satisfied  with  any  explanation  of  fjv 
dpxpfievo^  that  we  have  seen.  It  is  clear  that  &v  cannot  follow 
it  in  construction ;  and  to  translate  dpxofJ^evo^,  "  when  he  began 
his  ministry,^'  taking  ^v  with  dxrel  ir&v  rptd/covra,  appears  to  us 
exceedingly  awkward.  With  the  reading  of  Tischendorf,  ^  6 
^Itjaov^  apxofievo^  wael  ir&v  TpuiKovra,  we  think  the  translation 
which  we  are  about  to  propose  is  certainly  right ;  and  even  with 
the  common  reading,  which  perhaps  was  originated  by  some  one 
who  misunderstood  the  other,  we  think  it  can  claim  a  fair 
share  of  probability.  Referring  to  the  commencement  of  the 
Acts,  we  finU  rbv  fih/  'npSrrov  \oyov  iiroir^a-dp/qv  nrepl  TrdmfoVy 
&  0€6(f>i\€,  &V  "HPUATO  6  'IiycroS?  iroielv  re  kov  BiSatrKeiv. 
Now  why  should  not  ^v  dpxo/nevo^  be  the  ordinary  compound 
past  tense,  which  ^v  ipxofievov  surely  is  in  John  i.  9,  and  of 
which  the  instances  are  almost  innumerable  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment and  LXX.  ?  As  for  instance  Mark  ii.  18,  ^av  vrjarev- 
ovre^;  Luke  ii.  33,  ffv  ^loaar^if)  koX  ri  fJb'rjrrjp  avrov  Oavfid^ovre^. 
Thus  the  translation  is  very  simple,  the  genitive  of  age  corre- 
sponding to  the  ordinary  Latin  use :  "  And  Jesus  himself  b^an 
(his  ministry,  i.e.,  Troielv  koX  iiZdcrKetv,  as  in  Acts  i.  1)  when 
about  thirty  years  old,  being,  as  he  was  supposed,'^  etc. 

This  explanation  also  satisfies  the  usual  rule,  that  ^v  and  its 
participle  are  only  separated  by  their  subject  and  its  adjuncts. 

Luke  vii.  36 — 50. 

Translate  verse  50 :  "  Wherefore  I  say  unto  thee.  Her  many 
sins  ^re  forgiven,  because  she  loved  much ;  but  one  to  whom 
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there  is  little  to  be  forgiven^  loveth  little/^  Cui  paulum  est  quod 
remUtatur,  is  paulum  amat.  The  common  translation  would 
require  the  perfect  d<f>€iTai  instead  of  the  present  a^Unu,  But 
this  is  not  all.  Commentators  are  wonderfiilly  troubled  about 
the  fact  of  her  loving  much,  Srt  rfyd7rr}a€  woXif,  being  placed  as 
the  cause  of  the  forgiveness  of  her  many  sins,  some  even  going 
so  far  as  to  translate  ort  by  "  therefore  ;'^  (!  !  !)  and  almost  all  of 
late  years  treating  &n  as  introducing  merely  the  proof  and 
evidence  of  her  previous  forgiveness.  But  the  woman  had  not 
yet  been  forgiven,  nor  is  there  any  ground  whatever  for  suppos- 
ing that  she  was  forgiven  till  our  Lord's  words  in  the  next  verse 
(verse  48) .  The  fact  is  that  the  application  of  the  parable  of 
the  two  debtors  to  the  cases  of  the  woman  and  Simon  is  not 
direct  but  inferential,  they  being  in  the  position  of  the  debtors 
before  their  debts  were  remitted.  Our  Lord  speaks  here  as  if 
the  woman's  act  of  love  had  gained  her  pardon ;  and  such  must 
have  been  to  the  bystanders,  who  were  not  so  well  instructed  in 
the  great  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith  only  as  ourselves,  the 
obvious  construction  of  his  conduct  and  words  at  first.  This 
was  done  in  order  to  exhibit  the  contrast  between  her  many  sins 
and  the  much  love  which  she  displayed;  and  for  this  purpose 
a  temporary  relation  of  cause  and  effect  between  rjydiTTfa-e  and 
cup€a>VTa>i  is  allowed.  It  is  mere  trifling  to  speculate  on  the 
moment  when  the  woman's  sins  were  forgiven.  No  doubt  she 
had  a  "  sure  and  certain  hope  "  that  forgiven  they  would  be,  and 
consequently  exhibited  the  love  for  which  she  was  commended 
by  our  Lord.  But  He  afterwards  corrects  this  partially  erroneous 
impression  by  an  explanation  more  completely  in  accordance 
with  the  relation  between  God  and  sinful  man,  and  ascribes  the 
salvation  of  the  woman  to  the  irlart^i  hC  drfdirri'i  ivef/yovfikin}^ 
which  worked  by  and  manifested  itself  in  her  act  of  love.  "  Thy 
faith  hath  saved  thee ;  go  in  peace.'^ 

A  mere  textuarius  might  be  misled  by  the  statement  of 
verse  47,  but  when  the  whole  history  of  the  event  is  taken  to- 
gether, the  importance  ascribed  by  our  Lord  to  faith  comes  out 
in  still  stronger  relief  after  its  temporary  and  partial  obscura- 
tion ;  or  the  difficulty  may  be  put  aside  at  once  by  observing 
that  a  more  striking  case  of  iriaTL^  Bi  ar^dirq^  ivepyov/Mevrj, 
*' faith  working  by  love,'^  could  scarcely  be  imagined. 

"Romans  v.  1, 

The  earliest  MSS.  are  unanimous  in  giving  i')(wfiev  instead 
of  ^o^p  in  this  place.  If  e^oJ/iei;  be  read,  it  will  be  necessary 
also  to  consider  Kavx(Ofi€$a  in  2  and  3  to  be  subjunctive  also,  as 
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they  mast  clearly  follow  the  mood  of  the  first  verb  in  the  para- 
graph. To  the  reading  e^a>/t€i/  is  objected  the  habit^  on  the  part  of 
those  who  made  selections  from  the  Scriptures  for  use  in  church, 
of  reducing  these  selections  by  slight  alteration  to  a  hortatory 
form^  which  it  is  supposed  then  insinuated  itself  into  the  MSS. 
But  let  us  read  on^  and  see  whether  we  do  not  come  to  a  word 
which  is  evidently  in  the  same  connexion^  and  which  will  be  in  a 
form  that  must  settle  the  question.  Such  a  word  we  find  in 
verse  11,  ov  fiovov  Si,  aXXa  koI  Kairxa>fi€i/oi  ev  r^  Oe^,  k.t.X., 
where  no  copula  is  supplied  to  the  participle  tcavx^fievoL.  But 
the  uniform  usage  of  participles  used  instead  of  finite  verbs  in 
the  New  Testament  is,  that  they  are  considered  as  imperatives 
wherever  no  copula  is  supplied.  We  find,  therefore,  that 
icavx^/Jicvoi  in  verse  11  is  imperative;  therefore  KaxrxpifieOa  in 
verse  3  is  so  to;  therefore  icaxrxf^fieda  in  verse  2  is  so;  and 
finally,  Sx^M^  must  be  the  reading,  and  not  Sx^/iev. 

BOMANS  vi.  20. 

Adopting  the  modem  stopping  of  verse  21,  which  in  our 
opinion  is  dearly  right,  the  translation  will  run,  "  ^or  when  ye 
were  slaves  of  sin,  ye  were  freemen  in  relation  to  righteousness. 
What  fruit,  therefore,  had  ye  then?  Things  of  which  ye  are 
now  ashamed ;  for  the  end  of  those  things  is  death.  But  now, 
being  emancipated  from  sin  and  enslaved  to  God,  ye  have  your 
fruit  tending  to  sanctification,  and  the  final  result  eternal  life/' 
Here  a  question  arises,  as  to  *  whether  the  firuit  is  to  be  pro- 
duced or  gathered. by  the  persons  spoken  of,  which  does  not 
appear  to  us  to  have  been  sufficiently  discussed  in  a  grammatical 
point  of  view.  The  fact  is  that  phrases  made  up  of  €X<i>  with  a 
substantive  are  perfectly  indefinite,  and  may  either  have  an 
active  or  a  passive  meaning  as  required  by  their  context.  Thus 
ex^f^y  /capTTov  may  either;=  cn;i/a7etj/  Kapirov  or  <j>€p€tv  Kapnrov. 
In  Bom.  i.  13,  Xva  riva  Kafyrrov  o-x&i  it  is  difficult  to  determine 
which  sense  is  employed;  but  as  in  verse  11  St.  Paul  speaks  of 
his  desire  to  impart  some  spiritual  gift  to  his  converts,  possibly 
the  sense  "  that  I  may  produce  '^  is  preferable  to  that,  "  that  I 
may  reap  some  fruit  among  you  as  also  amongst  the  other 
Gentiles.^'  In  the  passage  under  consideration  a  reference  to 
vii.  5,  tpa  KapTro<f>opTi<T(op>€U  t^  ©e^J,  shews  pretty  plainly  that 
€X!^i>v  should  be  taken  as  equivalent  to  ^pei,v  rather  than  to 
ai/varyecv.  The  translation  will  then  run  very  simply  and  easily : 
"  For  when  ye  were  slaves  of  sin,  ye  were  freemen  in  relation  to 
righteousness.  What  fruit  therefore  did  ye  then  produce? 
Things  of  which  ye  are  now  ashamed;  for  the  end  of  those 
things  is  death.     But  now,  being  emancipated  from  sin  and 
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enslaved  to  God^  the  fruit  that  ye  produce  tends  to  sanctifi- 
cation^  and  its  final  result  is  eternal  life/' 

Romans  ix.  21. 

There  appears  a  singular  mistranslation  here  in  every  com- 
mentator that  we  have  examined.  The  position  of  a-Kevo^  shews 
that  it  must  be  a  predicate  of  h  fjikv,  and  not  taken  with  it. 
Translate  "  Or  hath  not  the  potter  power  over  the  clay,  out  of 
the  same  lump  to  make  one  portion  a  vessel  for  honour,  and 
another  portion  one  for  dishonour.^' 

Boif  ANS  X.  20. 

We  cannot  find  any  instance  to  justify  the  translation  of 
eir€pa)T&a'i,  ifik  by  "asked  after  me/^  which  appears  to  be 
common  to  almost  all  commentators.  That  sense  appears  con- 
fined to  iireptoTav  with  ek  as  in  2  Sam.  xi.  7.  But  Judges  i.  1 
and  similar  passages  would  indicate  the  proper  sense  to  be 
"consulted  me/'  as  an  oracle  or  deity  is  consulted.  "  I  became 
manifest  to  those  who  consulted  me  not."  The  Hebrew  is  ^, 
without  anything  to  lead  the  signification,  and  in  one  MS.  we 
find  »3^^,  and  in  another  ^  ^.  Thus  from  the  received  Hebrew 
text  we  obtain  no  assistance,  while  the  two  MSS.  alluded  to 
give  us  respectively  the  above  senses  of  hreptoTov  with  the 
accusative  alone,  and  with  €t9  and  the  accusative. 

Romans  xv.  23,  24. 

On  looking  over  this  passage  carefully  it  appears  to  us  that 
there  is  neither  an  anacoluthon  nor  a  parenthesis  in  it,  but 
merely  a  brachylogia.  One  class  of  MSS.  introduces  hXevaoficu 
7rpo9  i/Lta9  after  ^Travuiv,  and  another  omits  7^  after  ikirifya, 
each  of  which  alterations  has  the  effect  of  removing  the  diffi-* 
culty.  But  when  two  different  ways  of  removing  difficulties 
are  resorted  to  in  MSS.  it  is  generally  pretty  clear  that  both 
must  be  rejected,  and  the  difficulty  must  be  retained.  Rejecting 
therefore  iXevaofuiL  7rpo9  iffid<;  and  retaining  yhp,  we  translate 
as  follows,  "But  now  having  no  room  any  longer  in  these 
regions,  and  having  had  a  longing  for  these  many  years  to  go  to 
you,  [it  shall  be]  whenever  I  am  on  my  road  to  Spain,  for  I 
hope  as  I  pass  through  to  see  you,^'  etc.  Thus  C09  i^v  Tropevwfiai 
ek  Trjv  STravlav  is  the  whole  of  the  apodosis  to  the  words  pre- 
ceding, and  iXevaofMac  7rpd<;  vfia<i  is  a  correct  gloss  as  regards 
the  sense,  and  probably  crept  into  the  text  from  the  margin. 

2  Timothy  i.  13. 
We  are  happy  to  find  our  explanation  of  this  text,  as  involv- 
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ing  an  injunction  to  Timothy  to  draw  up  a  creeds  instead  of  one 
to  hold  fast  a  creed  of  which  he  was  already  in  po^ession, 
indorsed  by  the  writer  of  an  article  on  the  Greek  Testament,  in 
the  Quarterly  Review  for  January  last.  We  seize  this  oppor- 
tunity of  completing  the  subject.  Our  readers  will  find  our 
explanation  in  The  Journal  of  Sacred  Literature^  No.  XXII.,  for 
July,  1860,  p.  434. 

We  find  that  the  Philoxenian  Syriac  Version  agrees  with  us 
on  this  point,  and  may  be  thus  rendered  into  Latin  :  '^  Forma 
(typus)  sit  tibi  sermonum  sanorum,  quos  a  me  audistL'^  But 
the  Peschito  Version  gives  the  copula,  which  stands  first  in  the 
sentence,  as  a  plural,  and  it  is  therefore  clearly  improper  to 
translate  it  "  sit  tibi  formula.*^  Mr.  B.  H.  Cowper  explains  it 
thus :  "  The  Apostle  tells  Timothy  to  have  or  to  hold  as  his 
examples  and  models  (of  teaching)  the  words  which  he  had 
spoken,''  and  translates:  "Sint  tibi  exemplar*  sani  sermones, 
quos  audisti  a  me.''  This  would  require  vytaivovraov  \6yo>v  to 
be  considered  as  attracted  into  the  case  of  its  relative  &p,  like 
XiOov  bv  aTreSoKlfuurav,  and  numerous  other  instances  which 
might  be  quoted.  But  this  would  be  perhaps  the  hardest 
instance  of  the  attraction  of  the  antecedent  into  the  case  of  its 
relative  that  we  are  acquainted  with,  and  is  indeed  so  harsh,  that, 
though  we  allow  its  possibility,  yet  we  consider  the  balance  of 
probability  to  be  decidedly  in  favour  of  our  explanation,  con- 
firmed as  we  now  find  it  to  be  by  the  Philoxenian  Syriac,  and 
indorsed  by  the  learned  writer  in  the  Quarterly. 

2  Timothy  ii.  26. 

It  is  pretty  clear  that  the  only  translation  the  sense  and 
sequence  of  this  passage  admit  of  is,  "  And  may  recover  out  of 
the  snare  of  the  devil,  captured  as  they  have  been  by  him  to  do 
his  will;"  where  avrov  n,nA  ef/celvov  refer  to  the  same  person,  the 
devil.  AvTo^  is  used  instead  of  repeating  €/c€Zvo9>  and  may 
similarly  be  used  instead  of  repeating  ovro^,  where  the  ckcipo^  or 
0^0^  is  unemphatic.  There  is  an  excellent  instance  of  this  in 
Thucyd.,  v.,  30,  0€&v  yhp  ^rrlarei^  ojioaavTe^  eKelvoi^  ovk  av 
evopKeiv  TrpoBtSovre^  avrov^y  where  IiSIeIvoi^  and  avrov^  refer  to 
the  same  parties.  So  also  in  Thiicyd.,  iii.,  61,  ha  fMijTe  fj  '^fieripa 
ainov^  icaKia  w^eK^  /jli]T€  fi  tovt<ov  So^a,  where  airroi^  and 
TovToyv  have  the  same  reference. 

A.  H.  W. 


<*  Etymologically  the  Syriac  word  for  *  exemplar  *  is  the  same  as  specimen  in 
Latin. 
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The  acquisition  of  the  Nitrian  manuscripts  by  the  British 
Museum  has  given  a  wonderful  impulse  to  the  study  of  the 
Syriac  language ;  and  the  works  published  in  this  department  of 
literature,  during  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years,  exceed  in  number 
and  importance  the  publications  of  any  former  period  since  the 
days  of  Widmanstad.  Cureton  led  the  way,  to  be  quickly  fol- 
lowed by  his  countrymen  Payne  Smith  and  Cowper,  as  well  as 
by  the  German  De  Lagarde,  the  Dane  Bordam,  and  the  Italian 
Ceriani.  Nor  are  these  all,  for  Dr.  Overbeck  of  Oxford,  and 
Dr.  Bickell  of  Marburg,  have  not  as  yet  made  known  the  results 
of  their  labours,  and  the  first  volume  of  Dr.  Land^s  Anecdota 
Syriaca  has  but  recently  reached  this  country,  the  pioneer  of 
at  least  four  more  of  about  the  same  size. 

Dr.  Land  resided  in  England,  as  the  readers  of  this  Journal 
may  remember,  for  about  twelve  months  during  the  years  1857 
and  1858,  having  been  sent  by  the  Dutch  government,  at  the 
recommendation  of  the  late  lamented  Professor  JuynboU,  to 
study  the  Nitrian  manuscripts,  and  copy  some  of  the  most  valu- 
able of  them  for  the  University  Library  of  Leyden,  with  the 
nnderstanding  that  he  should  afterwards  edit  the  same  at  the 
public  expense.  Dr.  Land  applied  himself  most  diligently  to 
his  task,  and  carried  away  with  him  transcripts  of  no  less  than 
seven  volumes  or  parts  of  volumes,  which  he  enumerates  in  his 
Prolegomena,  pp.  36 — 44. 

Of  these  the  most  important,  doubtless,  are  the  hitherto 
unedited  historical  and  biographical  writings  of  JohUy  Bishop  of 
Asia  or  of  Ephesus  (as  he  is  indifferently  styled),  contained  in 
the  MSS.  14647  and  14'650,  and  the  extensive  remains  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  History  of  Zacharias  Rhetor,  Bishop  of  Mitylene, 
preserved  in  the  MS.  17202.  Of  less  value  are  the  historical 
extracts  from  the  'MS.  14643,  which  seems  to  be  chiefly  an 
epitome  of  the  Chronicle  of  Eusebius  of  Ctesarea,  interspersed 
with  a  few  notes  and  extracts  from  other  sources.  Of  much 
interest  to  the  Biblical  student  will  be  the  fragments  of  the 
Gospels  and  of  the  Psalms,  written  in  the  somewhat  peculiar 
Palestinian  or  Jerusalemite  character.  The  latter  are  said  by 
Dr.  Land  to  be  translated  from  the  Septuagint  version.  Thp 
student  of  ancient  law  will  find  matter  for  study  in  the  Leges 
8(BCulares  of  Constantine,  Theodosius  and  Leo;  and  the  classical 

«  Anecdota  Syriaca.  CoUegit  edidit  explvcuU  J.  P.  N.  Landy  Theologue  Doctor, 
Tomu8primu9,  Insttnt  Tabidas  xxviii. Luhographicce.  Lugduni Batavorum^  apud 
E.  X  Am^  Academics  Typographum.  Quarto.  Syriac  text,  73  pp. ;  prolegomena 
and  notes,  214  pp.;  preface,  xiv.  pp. 
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philologist  may  amuse  himself  with  comparing  the  Syriac  version 
of  the  Sayings  of  Menander  the  Wise,  with  the  extant  Greek 
fragments  ascribed  to  the  same  author.  Of  this  large  and  varied 
collection  the  volume  before  us  contains  only  a  small  portion, 
namely,  the  extracts  from  the  MS.  14643,  the  Leges  S€Bculares, 
and  the  Sayings  of  Menander,  to  which  is  added  a  brief  history 
of  the  Christians  of  St.  Thomas  in  Southern  India,  extracted 
from  the  Ley  den  MS.  1213.  These  are  accompanied  by  a  Latin 
translation  and  notes,  and  preceded  by  copious  Prolegomena, 
giving  a  general  account  of  the  Syriac  manuscripts  at  Leyden 
and  in  the  British  Museum,  details  regarding  the  au thorns  studies 
and  the  volumes  he  transcribed,  and,  lastly,  many  not  unim- 
portant palaeographical  observations.  The  outward  aspect  of  the 
volume  is  all  that  could  be  wished,  as  the  paper  and  type, 
Syriac  and  Roman,  are  both  good.  The  price,  moreover,  is 
exceedingly  moderate,  as  the  book  is  sold  in  this  country  for 
about  fourteen  shillings. 

Having  said  thus  much  in  praise  of  the  work,  I  am  sorry  to 
be  obliged  to  state  that  the  different  texts  are  not  by  any  means 
so  carefully  edited  as  could  have  been  desired.  In  publishing 
documents  of  such  venerable  antiquity  for  the  first  time,  a  minute 
adherence  to  the  (often  unique)  manuscript  text  is  imperatively 
required ;  and  the  editor  must  be  content  to  banish  his  emenda- 
tions and  alterations  of  every  description  into  notes  at  the  foot 
of  the  page  or  elsewhere.  Due  allowance  should  be  made  for 
the  position  of  a  scholar  residing  far  from  the  British  Museum, 
and  therefore  unable  to  recoUate  his  copies  with  the  originals  as 
the  sheets  passed  through  the  press ;  but  still,  after  taking  this 
into  account.  Dr.  Land  has  not,  I  think,  fulfilled  the  promise  of 
his  preface  (pp.  ix.  and  x.),  where  he  says :  "  In  scriptorum  verbis 
edendis  codicum  testimonium,  ut  potui,  secutus  sum;^^  and, 
"Textum  emendare  studui  ubicunque  certa  sese  via  offerebat, 
nee  unquam  omissa  codicis  mentione'^  (the  italics  are  mine). 
To  very  trifling  and  obvious  alterations  one  might  perhaps  not 
object,  even  if  they  were  made  in  silence;  as,  for  example, 
\iLi  for  \uLi    (p.  11,  1.  12),   ]Ll^  for  ]L2^  (p.  12,1.  9), 

,-*J^  for  ^  1 1"»  (p.  13,  1.  11),  ^L^L]  for  *oA^All    (p.  23, 

1.  11),  l;fmJ^JZ  for  lyms/^  (p.  23, 1.  14),  or  even  •CDOj^aOTDO 
for  *0DOfr2>Q-DO  (p,  9,  1.  4).  But  when  the  orthography  of  proper 
names  and  other  words  is  altered,  when  dates  are  changed,  and 
words  are  inserted  by  conjecture  in  the  text,  the  reader  should 
have  been  duly  warned.  Take  the  following  instances  from  the 
first  twenty-four  pages.     Page  2,  line  22,  MS.,  %£::>A.j1o,  and 
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similarly^  p.  24^  1.  3^  l^r>l.  Dr.  Land's  alteration  snbstitntes 
the  more  modei:n  for  the  more  ancient  spelling. — Page  8,  1.  7, 
MS.^  ^  y\\  ^fTi  lA^DQ^  \lh\  ^.    The  points  ^.  denote  that 

the  words  *)] »  .i  ?y>  ]A!ixL  should  be  transposed  (see  the  Pro- 
legomena, p.  97,  §  23).*    Line  11,  MS.,  IVy^  lici^  \sn2i  p, 
exactly  corresponding  to  the  Greek  text,  quoted  by  Dr.  Land  at 
p.  169,  6po^  hrl  TToXif  iiareiiwv.     Line  17,  MS.,  »fT>01  i*^\ 
Line  24,  MS.,  Jm^o.— Page  4,  1.  16,  MS.,  .mi  iNol  ooi— 

Page  5,  1.  3,  MS.,  U-*-*  o<n  p.— Page  6,  1.  3,  MS.,  ^^jdI. 
Line  14,  Dr.  Land  has  added  the  word  j-CldZ1o,  "  and  he  wa$ 
buried/^  which  is  not  in  the  manuscript.  Line  18,  MS., 
•iXJOJ-A-fej-^oo,  and  so  again  in  1.  20,  after  oiJAr^.— Page  7, 

1. 13,  MS.,  .  fn  I  n  ^ol.    Line  18,  MS.,  ;;cb^  ZuL*^.— Page  8, 

1.  5,  MS.,  AkUO.  The  older  manuscripts  often  omit  the  final 
0  and  *-fc  in  the  third  person  plural,  masculine  and  feminine. 
Line  10,  the  MS.  has  correctly  ^oorLLio  CUj^lo,  instead  of  the 
unmeaning  a.*s^lo.  Line  21,  Dr.  Land  has  omitted  the  word 
wiJl£  before  1>^^  (compare  1.  19).— Page  9,  1.  12,  MS., 
^CDQ-Liool  ^^4^5^50.  Line  24,  MS.,  >  m  %  fr)0?A^.— Page  10, 
1.  6,  MS.,  wOUyJL^— Page  11, 1. 19,  MS.,  correctly,  l5nn»»  i.— 
Page  13,  1.  17,  MS.,  t^..— Page  14,  1.  10,  MS.,  correctly 
wiaiojfj»;,  but  incorrectly  p^o, — Page  15, 1. 3,  MS.,  ,^  i  sn  >o. 
Line  12,  MS.,  ,-lD<nJ^»lD.  Line  19,  MS.,  AjLaTi,  not  ZuL^^O. 
Line  21,  MS.,  l]V^iV)Z.  Line  22,  MS.,  correctly,  |njiJQ!£ii^ 
Line  24,  MS.,  l^uO)!)^.  The  correct  reading  is  ]^uOjlj^. — 
Page  16,  1.  2,  MS.,  ^i^CD^O.  Line  8,  MS.,  oiSZ)].  Line  20, 
the  MS.  actually  has  i^CDjOj^. — Page  17,  line  4,  MS.,  correctly, 
])jj1o  OL-yjj^.    Line  13,  MS.,  ^N^nZlo,  an  older  form  than 

al^llo.  Line  25,  MS.,  »fni  i  mg^nnl.— Page  18, 1.  9,  MS., 
correctly,    ^]  0(j\y    (from  M£13),  in  place  of  the  nonsensical 

*  These  points  are  sometimes  placed  under  the  words  to  be  transposed  (v) 
instead  of  over  them. 
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^ioSl.    Line  22,  MS.,  correctly,  oiZ^.— Page  19, 1.  7,  after  TBZ. 

Dr.Landhasomitted  the  three  words  ^'^V^^  «fiDai-ft}9ai  >  ■  VhS  i  o 
"in  /^  rfoy*  of  the  emperor  Hadrian;"  and  again  in  1.  20, 
after  \jlJ  ^  iSn»,   the   seven   words  ^jJL^I  1v>i  D  «  i  mo 

)jIlJ  ^^  iNh^o  1(1X12  ^^jb\o|;,  which  are  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  sense.  Line  20,  MS.,  correctly  V,sn,  withont  the 
two  points.  Line  23,  MS.,  iZuailo;  read  Vo  l0 1  so.— Page 
50, 1.  7,  MS.,  )loocn^.  Line  17,  the  word  *-^oi  before  ^j  is 
not  in  the  MS.  Line  20,  MS.,  >ccLi5o5ni  i.  Line  26,  MS.,. 
^-^;;CD^o.— Pace  21, 1.  5,  MS.,  •.^c^^  Line  19,  MS.,  correctly, 
Ai  i,V^o  onri  |i  .n\g^V  Line  21  and  22,  MS.,  .oxl^Idojjo 
1 1  no  >  5j1?o.    Line  28,  MS.,  ^1  tl4  )^l._Page  22, 1.  2, 

MS.,  correctly  ]^»loo.    Line  28,  MS.,  correctly,  ^i  i  in  ^jL 

— Page  23, 1.  2,  MS.,  ]  >  17^  >  ^  and  ^jUjaomjO.     Line  4,  MS., 

U;;^2«— Page  24, 1.  7,  ooi?  *CCLi{^.    This  list  suffices,  I  think, 

to  prove  that  Dr.  Land  has  deviated  from  his  manuscripts  in 
many  instances  without  informing  his  readers  that  any  alteration 
has  been  made.  It  is  with  regret  that  I  add,  that  even  in 
the  matter  of  the  diacritical  points  and  the  punctuation  he  is 
equally  neglectful.  To  him  it  seems  a  thing  of  little  consequence 
whether  he  leaves  out  a  point  or  inserts  it,  whether  he  places 
the  ribbui  over  one  letter  or  another,  and  whether  he  writes  a 
single  point  instead  of  \  or  not.  It  is  no  sufficient  excuse  for 
him  to  say  (Prolegom.,  p.  97)  that  he  has  scarcely  anywhere 
found  a  consistent  method  of  interpunctuation  in  the  Nitrian 
nianuscripts ;  he  ought  to  have  given  us  what  he  did  find,  so  as 
to  afford  other  scholars  an  opportunity  ot  forming  a  judgment. 
Let  me  give  two  or  three  sentences  as  examples  of  his  short- 
comings.  In  the  very  first  sentence  of  the  book,  p.  2.  1.  1 — 5,  the 

MS.  has  lAli^?,  .nmio,  UoJ-"-^^^,  U^,  and  o,£ilA«lo. 
On  p.  32,  in  the  passage  extending  from  1.  8  to  1.  17,  the  fol- 
lowing alterations  are  necessary:  1.  9,  l|i^;  1. 10,  \^yjL;  1.  12 

]]d  '.lymsN;  1.  13,  -.^AlAl;  1.  14,  \]\^d!^;  1.  16,  •.]flDQiCLJ; 
1.  17,  '.^J}j^?,  "leA^,  and  l^^r  On  p.  65,  we  must  write 
in  1.  1,  lioWoj  in  1.  3,  M^;  in  1.  4,  \lSD},  and  in  1. 5,  ^^^^^?> 
with  the  point  in  each  case  under  the  last  letter  of  the  word. 
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For  the  sake  of  those  who  have  not,  like  myself,  constant 
access  to  the  Nitrian  manuscripts,  I  give  here  a  selection  from 
the  remaining  annotations  on  the  margins  of  my  copy  of  the 
Jjiecdota,  The  reader  will  see  that  in  most  instances  Dr,  Land's 
alteration  of  the  manuscript  is  uncalled  for,  if  not  actually 
erroneous. 

Page  31,  1.  6,  instead  of  ^^nr^lo,  the  MS.  has  ^{SnV>, 
which  appears  to  me  to  require  no  change.  In  I.  9,  the  MS. 
has  U^l  Zoio^j  inl.  21,  ^i  V  i  m1?  ol.— Page  33,  1.  11, 
MS.,  ]  >  Vn  l2)^30.— Page34, 1.  18,  MS.,  W^I^ALd  P.— Page  35, 

1.  25,  MS.,  6\\\^y  oiiolD.— Page  36,  1.  18,  MS.,  HfSfm^l. 
— Page  37, 1.  8,  MS.  correctly  ^^5^^?>  3rd  pers.  plur.  fem. — 

Page  38,  Une  4,  MS.,  l.in?  ]kiji  ^.— Page 39, line  19,  MS., 
oiZcLal  »  1^  *^  »  1 1  n?.  Line  25,  MS.,  An^auZl  V,  as  on  p. 
40, 1.  1.— Page  40, 1.  2,  MS.,  ^j.  Line 6,  MS.,  >.^cno  i  nni>. 
Line  26,  MS.,  «^oiq^;..a-S^  cn^^i. — ^Page  41,  line  10,  MS., 
wAOKiili^  .  I  ■  r»  n.  Line  25,  MS.,  21)lO)  1;^^  and  .^qj^J  )]o. 
—Page  42,  1.  23,  MS.,  cjlLjJlLd  j^l.— Page  43,  1.  25  and  26, 
MS.,  ^idoA-aJ  ^j  ^. — Page  44,  1.  9,  MS.,  ^.^gticLjI  .^Nm. 
Line  17,  add  l5-Q-»l  after  ^^lo  ^o. — Page  45,  line  4,  MS., 
^otlUlJLSd  ^P  ]].  Line  13,  MS.,  correctly,  ^J^^^l  looi  ]il]^. 
Line  25,  MS.,  ^1  V*^J?.— Page  47,  1.  2,  MS.,  ^oy  Vlo.— 
Page  48,  Une  17,  MS.,  lnuJai)t2).— Page  49,  line  19,  MS., 
:<U-dZ1?  obH  .6>\>  )].— Page  50,  1.  15,  MS.,  ^*r^0.— 
Page  54,  1.  4,  MS.,  correctly  ^<  -  ^j  Line  9,  MS.,  correctly 
U2)1qSd  ]jAjo.— Page  55, 1.  20,  MS.,  IjJL^,  without  ?.— Page 
57, 1.  6,  MS.,  correctly  ]i^oVo\  ctlL.— Page  58, 1.  15,  A^ocJi? 
is  a  misprint  for  Zooij.  Line  17,  MS.,  ^mJ\  Pj.— Page  60, 
1. 18.  The  MS.  seems  to  me  to  have  cJU-^^y^o,  though  the 
first  letter  is  rather  injured  and  not  distinctly  legible.  La  the 
last  line  read  with  the  MS.,  ]j,-DQ-2irD.— Page  61,  1.  14,  MS., 
\2il^]^.  Line  22,  MS.,  ,-Lms  .jalL.— Page  62,  1.  7,  MS., 
It-MJLD.  Line  14,  MS.,  ^I'ln.  Line  15,  MS.,  ]^  ^-^ 
(as  in  1.  19)  and  ^  >  '^'^      Line  19,  Dr.  Land  has  added  the 
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words  o  l]iD  after  li'Als).— Page  63, 1.  27,  MS.,  ]ciQ^  V^!^- 
Page  64, 1.  3,  MS.,    l^iLyt-JO.     Line  19,  here  the  MS.  is  injuredJ 

but  it  appears  to  me  to  have  had  \oL^  ^^^1i  ^^  ^o^£iJ  |jj 
The  word  ooi  is  distinct,  as  also  the  upper  part  of  the  ^  (it  can- 
not be  l).  The  same  injury  has  obliterated  a  short  word  be- 
tween «^oiO}l«  and  iJoJj,  perhaps  ^\^lo. — Page  65, 1.  1,  MS., 
^ZociaIX)  ^  ]]o*  OsniV^N.    Line  11,  MS.,  ♦cjl2iX]Sq1^  l^affi 

]jlL^.— Page  66,  1.  2,  MS.,  ^-^oiorxi^',  which  demolishes  Dr. 
Land^s  note  on  the  passage.  Instead  of  the  word  P-3i^» 
the  MS.  has  in  1.  3,  INsV),  and  in  1.  4,  ]l%V»,  nor  do  I  see 
why  these  readings  should  be  altered :  "  Sleep  conveys  us  into 
Hades  (from  ^^i^,  to  enter),  and  Dream  lets  its  hold  converse  | 
(from  \ll,  to  speak  to)  with  the  dead.^^  Line  11,  MS., 
^^OTOiNnnZ  ]].  Line  24,  MS.,  ^-jJl  V»i^— Page  67,  1.  4, 
MS.,  ^^J^ll  lV>Ns«  Line  8,  Aj-ij  is  a  misprint  for  X^h 
Line  18,  MS.,  y^-*^*^^  iOQjoZ.  Line  27,  MS.,  w»C7io;;SnX  -*o. 
—Page  68,  1.  4,  MS.,  ,  •  lO  4.a-*.£:)0.— Page  69,  1.  16,  MS., 
,t^Z,  not  In^^l.— Page  70,  1. 1,  MS.,  \^y  Vv^CDio.— Page 
72,  1.  S,  MS.,  ll  lASn  ^.jl^J,  fountain-head.— PsLge  73,  1.  1. 
The  MS.  has  distinctly  IAjjdALd  1,^^.  Line  11,  MS.,  ^s>^ZiD. 

I  had  intended  offering  a  few  observations  upon  some  pas- 
sages in  Dr.  Land's  translations  and  notes,  but  I  see  that  I 
must  pass  on  to  the  Prolegomena,  which  afford  many  oppor- 
tunities for  remarks. 

And,  first  of  all,  let  me  say  that  no  consideration  should  have 
induced  Dr.  Land  to  publish  a  mere  translation  of  a  portion  of 
the  Catalogue  of  Additional  Manuscripts  (viz.,  Nos.  12133 — 181 
and  14425 — 32)  in  the  way  he  has  done.  He  must  know  that  these 
very  brief  descriptions  are  in  many  places  necessarily  incomplete, 
and  even  sometimes  inaccurate,  because  they  were  drawn  up, 
so  far  at  least  as  regards  Nos.  12133 — 181,  before  the  second 
and  third  portions  of  the  collection  (14425—740,  17102—274) 
had  reached  the  museum.  He  must  also  be  aware  that  the 
manuscripts  arrived  in  England  in  a  state  of  the  direst  disorder, 
having  been  not  only  long  neglected  but  often  wilfully  maltreated 
by  the  monks  of  the  Desert ;  and  that  it  took  years  of  study  on 
the  part  of  Dr.  Cureton  and  others  to  bring  them  into  some- 
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j  thing  like  reasonable  order.      I  myself  have  daring  the  last 

J  eighteen  or  twenty  months,  examined  and  accurately  noted  the 

p'contents   of  some  four  hundred  volumes,  at  the  same  time  re- 

arranging  many  of  them  either  wholly  or  in  part.     Nor  ought 

Dr.  Land  to  have  published  the  notes  taken  by  him  in  1857  and 

1858,   without  ascertaining  from  some  one  connected  with  the 

.  Department  of  Manuscripts  whether  the  volumes  were  still  in  the 

same  condition.     For  instance,   14609  (p.  19),  17202  (p.  38), 

and  17274  (p.  18)  have  been  re-arranged  by  myself,  and  are  in 

a  very  different  state  from  that  in  which  he  saw  them. 

At  all  events,  having  made  up  his  mind  to  reprint  these  por- 
tions of  the  catalogue,  and  to  publish  all  his  notes.  Dr.  Land 
mi    should,  in  justice  to  himself  and  others,  have  been  as  accurate 
)Ti      ^  possible.      Unfortunately  it  is  not  so.      The  Prolegomena 
yf ,      abound  in  the  same  kinds  of  mistakes  as  the  rest  of  the  work,  as 
;     the  following  instances  will  suflSce  to  shew. 
1  On  p.  15,  we  find  the  MS.  12171  described  as  Joannis  (sic) 

II,  I  Philoponus  de  Christi  nativitate ;  A,D,  815.  The  reader  will 
^^i  perhaps  hardly  believe  that  the  catalogue  correctly  describes  it 
as  containing  a  work  of  Joannes  Philoponus,  *'  On  the  Natures 
of  Christ/^       The   precise  title  of  the  Syriac  translation  is, 

IZoapj  ^^  Zli-D  ol  »m  ■  5  i  L'Uh  i'€..,  AuuTqrri^;,  concerning 
the  Union  (of  the  two  Natures  in  Christ). 

The  description  of  the  MS.  14609  (p.  19)  is  incomplete. 
A  whole  quire  has  been  recently  added  to  it,  containing  the 
epistle  of  Joannes  Monachus  to  Hesychius,  «^^  Zo^j  ^"^^^ 

The  name  of  the  Father  called  by  Dr.  Land  "  Menna,^'  is  writ- 
ten in  the  MS.,      -  *^^  Bin^  and  not  ^  -^  Mm.     This  life 

occupies  only  a  couple  of  pages,  and  is  succeeded  by  numerous 
other  extracts  from  the  work  of  Palladius,  and  by  a  long  life  of 
Serapion,  which  is  found  also  in  several  other  manuscripts. 

The  last  item  in  the  description  of  the  MS.  14644  (now  re- 
arranged) contains  a  ludicrous  mistake.  Dr.  Land  writes: 
"  Inter  f.  86  et  87  initium  Historiae  quatuordecim  virorum  Dei 
ex  urbe  Roma."  The  History  of  the  Man  of  God  from  the  City 
of  Rome  was  well  known  to  me  from  several  manuscripts,  but  it 
was  not  till  I  looked  at  the  index  of  14644  that  I  discovered  how 
the  blunder  originated.  According  to  the  index  the  volume 
contains  fourteen  histories,   the  last  of  which  is  that  of  the 

Man  of  God  from  Rome,  ^ooi)  ♦loiikj  Is^n^^j  ]A-fc-lji2.o 
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The  palimpsest  14651  (p.  20,  21)  contains,  according  to  Dr. 
Land,  portions  of  the  Gtospel  of  St,  Luke.  Did  he  not  remark 
that  his  own  fistcsimile  (tab.  xiv.)  exhibits  chap.  vi.  18 — 20  oi 
St.  Mark? 

The  Syriac  extracts  in  the  description  of  14641  (p.  21)  are 
full  of  errors.  In  the  first  read  with  the  MS.,  aiZaiiO-iOi  and 
)]3qJL0,  "the  uncircumcised;^^  in  the  second,  ]i  omng^^  ]j;\oro ; 
in  the  third,  ]■  i  a  m  aUpSQJi  ^itO,  ''from  the  lamented  decease 
of  Constantine/^  and  ^OLO'l^o  .IZaanJj.  Moreover,  Dr. 
Land  is  mistaken  when  he  writes  (p.  21,  note  1)  that  the  name 
of  Eusebius  is  due  to  an  error  of  the  scribe ;  for  on  fol.  30  vers., 
in  the  second  column,  it  is  distinctly  stated  that  this  Eusebius 
lived  till  he  heard  the  news  of  the  death  of  Julian,  and  died 
himself  at  a  good  old  age  in  the  year  of  the  Greeks  673.  I  may 
add  that  the  name  of  the  author  of  this  history  is  written  on 
fol.  31  vers.,  first  column,  -ffn>y\o\g\1  On  p.  23,  read  in  1.  2, 
^JLi)  Uj.^ ;  in  1. 13,  «CDaOslD,  and  in  1. 19,  ]i  %  in\  !>q\a  p. 

Dr.  Land  would  have  acted  wisely,  had  he  passed  over  in 
silence  the  oversights  of  Dr.  Cureton  and  of  B.  H.  C.  (p.  31),  as 
well  as  omitted  his  harsh  expressions  regarding  Professor  Dietrich 
(p.  62) ;  for  in  reproducing  (p.  32 — 35)  the  extracts  from  Severus 
of  An tioch,  contained  in  the  MS.  14533  (now  re-arranged),  he 
has  fallen  into  several  most  serious  mistakes.     In  the  second 

line  of  the  Syriac  text  read  ]lo3Aj  instead  of  1io3Aj ;  in  1.  5, 
]t\  ■  n]lSo,  and  l^cL^tAo  instead  of  l^a^jJiD;  in  1.14,  l,nsno; 
in  1.  15,  oiZAkkLo  and  ]]\  u  n')>  (the  latter  is  merely  a  mis- 
print); in  1.  16,  lAvn^  rs%  ]i  v;n<y\\  Q^o,  which  does  away 
with  note  1  on  p.  34.      On  p.  33,  read  in  1.  5,  ^ooi^  ^QJOij, 

and  in  1.  6,  ,^  i  1  i>  l;fnn\o.  Consequently,  delete  note  8  on 
p.  34,  regarding  the  word  ,^  i  \  i>.  On  p.  34,  read  in  1.  4  of 
the  Syriac  text,  ]n\lV>>,  "  which  proclaims/'  and  delete  note  4. 
Lastly,  in  1.  9,  instead  of  o  iN»o  read  o  i  i  #0. 

On  the  third  section  of  the  Prolegomena  I  have  but  few 
remarks  to  make.  Lives  extracted  from  the  biographical  work 
of  John  of  Ephesus  occur  in  one  or  two  manuscripts  besides 
those  named  by  Dr.  Land ;  e.g.,  14730  and  18814.  A  small 
portion  of  the  Leges  Sceculares  is  to  be  found  in  18295,  fol.  147 
rect.,  written  a.d.,  1603.    The  MS.  12154,  contains  short  ex- 
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tracts  both  from  John  of  Ephesus,  fol.  201  vers.,  and  Zacharias 
Rhetor,  fol.  151  vers,  and  158  rect.  Some  of  the  sayings  of 
Menander  are  given  in  the  MS.  14614,  fol.  114  rect.  With 
r^ard  to  the  list  of  the  Caliphs  on  p.  40,  I  may  mention  that 
the  word  erased  after  the  name  of  Mohammed  is  not  ]i  ni,  but 

the  Arabic  ]3aDD5  (compare  ]jA2>=i»:ii,  a  little  farther  on) ;  the 

5  is  still  visible  even  to  the  naked  eye.  There  is  a  very  similar 
list  in  the  MS.  17193  (of  the  eighth  or  ninth  century),  fol.  17 
rect.  and  vers.,  of  which  I  subjoin  the  text : — 

oooi  ]nNV)  \i£^}o  U-^?  IZonNV)  ^  lou^)  \^y^  ^£x>L 
^f^  ai;n»i  5A2  V^l  ^ooulD  ,»Ao  o,^^!  ]1qo)o  *.^oaiilo 
>n\o  ITv^s  ml  ZlLa  \Uj1  ^  ^LomIo  Ul  <*  .Loliai^^ 
^sriA  ^>  ^i^^^l  *]-i-Jo,nio  .ffp>n  <?s  >  \ .  <7^  ^  >cDo5,imn^? 
5Ao  ^^tl^Solo  .^  ]-A-i-»  *.,*nn  an)]  ]jc7i  5A£D  ^>  ^ASol  •Wl* 

pfcV»l  yiN^l  Ijoi  5A-DO  .^  1^^     ]  >r>  v^   .^Avol  ^oi  5Aqo 
oiSAi^  ♦]^]-i-L*  .Av>\n^^v  >ASd1  Vscji  5A-D0  *[.ooai  Xm^h 

Of  the  Palestinian  or  Jerusalemite  firagments  I  can  at  pre- 
sent say  nothing,  not  having  as  yet  examined  them ;  but  I  do 
trust  that  Dr.  Land  has  deciphered  them  more  correctly  than  he 
has  done  the  small  specimen  given  in  tab.  xviii.  (see  p.  90).  We 
should  read  : — 

*  These  words  are  on  the  margin. 
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"  7%e««  are  Syro-Edessene  canons  (hymns),  purchased  by  the 
Deacon  Surur,  son  of  the  Deacon  'Abdu  H-Masih.  May  God 
have  mercy  on  his  parents.  Amen,  Syro-Edessene  canons  for 
every  day  during  the  whole  year,'^ 

The  manuscript  is  not  a  lectionary,  but  a  collection  of  canons, 

]  1  <?f  nAk)  ]jQLLO^  arranged  according  to  the  eight  \idj  or 
tones.  Dr.  Land  ought  to  have  noticed  the  Arabic  lines  on  fol. 
273  rect.  of  the  manuscript^  where  the  names  of  both  persons 
are  written  distinctly.  As  for  the  "  vocabulum  Ibericum  "  of 
note  2,  it  is  simply  the  name  of  Surur  written  in  Greek  lejttew 
(a-ovpovp)  just  under  the  last  line  that  he  has  facsimiled. 

The  work  of  Elias  of  Nisibis,  from  which  Dr.  Land  has  edited 
a  long  section,  p.  45 — i8,  is  a  very  important  one  in  every  way. 
Though  certainly  not  autograph,  the  manuscript  must  have  been 
written  during  the  lifetime  of  the  author  (say  about  a.d.  1000), 
for  the  Arabic  translation — in  parallel  columns  to  the  Syriac — ^is 
almost  Kufic  in  its  appearance.  Dr.  Land's  text  is  unhappily 
even  more  incorrect  than  uaual.  Page  45,  1.  3,  read  ail^^} 
]kxuj  ;  1.  6,  V^?>  1-  7'^  UjV<71£D;  1.  8,  AlZ  ©1  ^^jJL*  ^lil 
1.  15,lZa-*  ^(j\y,   1.  19,  ^^^kJO*     Page  46,  L  7,    ^ll^nn 

^Anni^PVp  and  XJLL]};  1.  10,  UjpZ?  t^Q^;  1.  17, 
Uj^Z?  \^oq^''  1.  18,  lAlZo;  1.  19,  Uj5oifiD;  1.  20,  V^^- 
Page  47,  1.  2,  ^AlZ  ^AlZ;  1.  11,  l>lV>Zo;  1.  12,  K^i]o; 
1.  14,  ,-i-Kie  ^il;  1.  27  and  29,  liiV^Zb.  Page  48,  1.  1, 
]i  tV)2.o. 

The  Palseographical  Observations,  p.  56 — 101,  are,  to  my 
mind,  the  most  interesting  and  best  written  part  of  the  Prole- 
gomena. The  tables  that  accompany  them  are  also,  on  the 
whole,  well  executed,  and  to  a  certain  extent  supply  a  want  that 
was  beginning  to  be  painfully  felt.     Some  of  the  facsimiles  are 
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remarkably  good^  e.g.,  tab.  ii.  and  ir. ;  but  others  arc  inferior, 
such  as  tab.  B^  no.  1,  and  tab.  xviii.,  no.  88 ;  whilst  tab.  xiv., 
no.  72  is  a  decided  failure,  the  lower  writing  being  several  shades 
too  dark,  and  the  upper  both  too  dark  and  too  coarse  and  blotted. 
Dr.  Land  judges,  I  think,  too  harshly  when  he  speaks  of  the 
vellum  manuscripts  of  the  seventh  and  following  centuries  as 
being  usually  "minus  nitidse'*'  (p.  56).  The  specimens  that 
we  possess  of  the  handwriting  of  Saba  of  Ras-'ain,  written  be- 
tween A.D.  720  and  730,  are  masterpieces  of  calligraphy,  and, 
so  far  as  I  have  observed,  the  saribe  makes  no  vain  boast  when 
he  adds  after  his  name  the  words,  «»oA:d    |J    pfiiSni^   oZ>, 

"  who  never  made  a  blotted  tauJ^  As  a  general  rule,  however, 
the  older  the  manuscript,  the  more  beautiful  are  both  vellum 
and  handwriting. 

As  Dr.  Land  has  said  little  or  nothing  about  the  Nitrian 
palimpsests,  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  a  few  observations  on 
the  subject.  The  number  of  such  manuscripts  is  by  no  means 
inconsiderable,  and  amongst  them  are  specimens  of  parchment 
that  has  been  thrice  written  upon.  The  most  famous  of  these 
is  the  Licinianus,  first  edited  by  Pertz;  but  the  MS.  17136 
contains  four  leaves  that  once  formed  part  of  a  very  ancient 
copy  of  the  Greek  Gospels,*^  as  well  as  three  leaves  of  Syriac 
text  which  are  likewise  ter  scripta.  The  same  little  volume 
contains  a  good  many  leaves  that  were  taken  from  an  old  Syriac 
copy  of  St.  PauVs  Epistles,  and  a  few  from  some  other  book. 
The  palimpsest  Iliad  and  Gospel  of  St.  Luke,  edited  by  Cureton 
and  Tischendorf,  are  too  well  known  to  require  more  than  mere 
mention.  14642  is  a  Greek  palimpsest  (uncial),  apparently  frag- 
ments of  a  Catena  of  the  eighth  or  ninth  century.  14637  and 
14638  seem  to  be  fragments  of  Greek  Evangelistaria  (uncial)  of 
about  the  same  date.  The  MS.  14490  and  17127  contain  large 
portions  of  a  Syriac  translation  of  the  writings  of  Galen.  The 
running  title  (at  the  top  of  the  first  page  of  each  quire)  has 
been  preserved  in  several  places,  and  seems  to  be  •CDQ-i-CDOi^ 

%CD0 1  1  N]i^?,  but  I  am  not  quite  sure  of  the  first  word.  14496 
contains  part  of  the  treatise  of  Severus  of  Antioch  against  Gram- 
maticus,  ^2.9*2.)  .mno  >  ^vn_.  ^^<^o\%  *.1$o]£D  t^slO),  and 
also  of  the  New  Testament,  as  appears  from  the  running  title 
preserved  on  one  leaf,  V3|V)SV>  ^JL»aQ-i9  Vi-ii^,  lesson  for  St. 
John  the  Baptist.  14500  is  palimpsest  throughout,  but  would 
require  the  application  of  chemical  means  to  enable  one  to  make 

*  See  Tischendorf  8  Greek  Te«tomen*,  seventh  edition,  1859,  p.  clx.,  and  his 
Monument.  Sacr.  inedit.  nov,  coUect.,  vol.  ii. 
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out  its  contents.    14507  is  made  up  of  fragments  of  three,  if  not 
four,  older  manuscripts,  among  which  is  a  fine  copy  of  the 

Peshltta  version  of  the  Book  of  Judges^  l4^^-  In  14513  we 
have  the  remains  of,  I  think,  three  manuscripts,  one  of  Isaiah, 
another  with  the  running  title  ]^)Ocfu  WnnoN?,  against  the 
Jews  (probably  discourses  of  Mar  Jacob  of  Serug),  and  a  third 
uncertain.  14615  is  palimpsest  throughout,  probably  liturgical, 
as  the  first  leaf  contains  the  beginning  of  the  Anaphora  qJT  St. 
James.  14623  is  a  splendid  manuscript  of  Ephraem  Syrus,  in 
three  columns,  of  the  fifth  or  sixth  century.  What  makes  the 
destruction  of  this  manuscript  the  more  to  be  regretted  is  that  it 
contains  some  hitherto  unedited  works  of  Ephraem.  The  run- 
ning titles  are  >cn  i  fc^ooi?  and  .fiDaiSoo)),  which  signify  dis- 
courses addressed  to  Hypatms  and  to  Domnus.  Luckily  a  small 
portion,  containing  the  first  discourse  addressed  to  Hypatius  and 
part  of  the  second,  has  escaped  the  hands  of  the  destroyer,  and 

is  bound  up  with  other  fragments  in  14574.     The  title  is  Zo^j 
]>  \i  ]i  f^NoLt  ^nnoN  .fr>  i  tjc^oai,  to  Hypatim,  against  false 
doctrines.     We  have  two  of  these  discourses  in  another  manu- 
script, and  a  fragment  in  a  third.      14646  is  a  fine  copy  of 
Isaiah,  and  14651  of  the  Gospels.     17135  contains  parts  of  at 
least  two  manuscripts,  which  I  have  not  as  yet  identified.    17137 
is  made  up  of  fragments  of  three  manuscripts,  among  which  are 
a  few  leaves  of  a  fine  old  copy  of  the  Syriac  Gospels.     17164  is 
a  beautiful  manuscript  of  St.  Chrysostom^s  Homilies  on  the 
Epistle  to  the  Romans,  and  also  contains  Jeremiah,  ch.  xxii.  and 
xxiii.     17191  contains  fragments  of  the  Book  of  Ezekiel ;  17195 
of  the  Book  of  Numbers,  the  twelve  lesser  Prophets,  and  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews;  17196  of  the  Gospels  of  St.  Luke  and 
St.  John,  and  of  the  Epistles  to  the  Galatians  and  the  Hebrews. 
17206  contains  fragments  of  a  Service  Book,  and  a  considerable 
portion  of  another  manuscript.     The  only  leaf  of  the  latter  on 
which  I  could  read  anything  seems  to  refer  to  Constantino  and 
the  Vision  of  the  Cross.     17183  is  a  Co/?/ic  palimpsest,  a  lan- 
guage with  which  I  am  unacquainted.     17138  contains  Moham- 
medan forms  of  prayer  in  the  Arabic  character,  probably  of  the 
fourth  century  of  the  Hijra.      It  is  a  good  specimen  of  old 
Arabic  writing,  though  not  equal  to  7197  (Elias  of  Nisibis,  see 
above),  nor  to  the  single  vellum  leaf  in  the  binding  of  14520  (part 
of  an  old  collection  of  traditions).     Besides  the  above,  which  are 
either  wholly  or  in  great  part  palimpsest,  not  a  few  of  theNitrian 
manuscripts  contain  some  palimpsest  leaves,  but  these  I  have  not 
room  at  present  to  enumerate.   There  may  also  be  some  palimp- 
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sests  among  those  volumes  which  I  hare  not  yet  had  time  to 
examine. 

With  regard  to  the  writing  materials  of  the  ancient  Syrians, 
I  have  found  several  recipes  for  the  manufacture  of  their  ink 
in  our  manuscripts.  The  oldest  is  on  one  of  the  fly-leaves  of 
14644,  written  both  in  Arabic  and  Karshun,  and  dating  appa- 
r^itly  from  the  fourth  century  of  the  Hijra.  In  14632,  the  first 
seventeen  leaves  of  which  are  paper  of  the  twelfth  or  thirteenth 
century,  are  two  others,  the  one  on  fol.  1  rect.,  at  the  foot  of  the 
page,  the  other  on  fol.  17  vers.,  at  the  foot  of  the  page.  I  shall 
take  an  opportunity  of  publishing  these  elsewhere.  _ 

Whether  the  scribes  of  Edessa,  Bas-'ain,  and  Amid  wrote 
with  a  reed  or  a  quill  is  a  matter  rather  of  curiosity  than  of 
importance.  Dr.  Land  decides  in  favour  of  the  latter  instrument 
on  the  strength  of  an  obscure  colophon  in  the  MS.  14551. 
Unfortunately  his,  or  rather  the  Rev.  H.  J.  Rose's,  copy  of 
these  few  lines  is  disfigured  by  several  mistakes.  Correctly 
transcribed  it  runs  as  follows : — <  aV)»>}  Is^  Kn\(^^^  ^^  )] 

*>lailL>  ]li,»».o  1Am;;2))  ]7^]^ 

I  do  not  pretend  to  be  able  to  translate  -this  sentence,  be- 
cause  I   am  not  quite  certain  of  the  meaning  of  the  words 

lAlblZ  •-•JLQja;  but  Mr.  Rose's  rendering,  "semen  tuum  bene- 
dictom'^  (he  read  ^t^iiD)  "  spargens  lampadum  fuligine,  in  agrum 
(i.e.,  pellem)  animalis,  alis  volucris,'*  is  simply  impossible;  be- 
cause (1)  ^5t  is  marked  by  the  point  under  it  as  a  perfect,  scat- 
tered or  has  scattered;  (2)  'iiV)V)m  is  plural,  and  therefore  can- 
not mean  "  lampblack,''  even  supposing  ]Sqcd  ever  to  have  that 
signification ;  (3)  p^^^^  '/t^^^  must  necessarily  be  taken 
together  in  the  sense  of  pickled  or  preserved  unth  drugs,  seasoned 
with  spices,  or  something  similar;  and  (4)  1Zqj1k»  and  ]L^'i^ 
are  plurals,  animals  and  birds.  Hence  Dr.  Land's  inference  falls 
to  the  ground.^    However,  something  may  still  be  said  in  favour 

^  In  the  translation  of  the  Syriac  lines,  p.  59,  read  erqnarUur  and  habeaniurj 
hecanse  ^i^joAja-S  and  ^ot^M^  are  the  third  person  plural  fern.,  referring 

apparently  to  ^^|Z  «.aJLQ>^.    The  word  -*^^  seems  to  me  to  he  equiralent 

to  the  Arahio  ^  \^»  ^^^  ^^^  ^  ^' 
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of  the  quilL  I  remarked  in  many  even  of  our  older  manu- 
scripts the  single  word  l^fftru  written  on  the  margin^  ^thout 
its  having  any  reference  to  the  text^  and  this  troubled  me  for  a 
long  time;  till  at  length  I  found  the  fdller  phrases  ].xl]DQJ 
]3^9  and  ]Lcuy^O  1'^?  V»-fiDQ->>  ^^^^  of  the  pen,  and  trial 
of  the  pen  and  ink  (see  17128,  fed.  180  vers.),  IsXXia?  V>^fiDQJ 
lAiQOol,  trial  of  the   black   ink   (see  21210,   fol.  146  rect.), 

A^\  ^.^jseTy  trial  of  the  kalem.     From  this  last  I  concluded 

that  the  instrument  used  was  in  all  cases  the  ordinary  reed  of 
the  East;  but  not  long  ago  I  observed  in  17185,  fol.  60  rect., 
the  words  ]^  ^^u?  1'.^?  )jUDDQJ,  which  I  can  at  present  only 
render,  trial  of  the  quill-pen. 

The  remaining  sections  of  Dr.  Land's  Prolegomena  suggest 
to  me  many  other  observations,  but  want  of  space  obliges  me 
to  confine  myself  chiefly  to  §  22  (p.  94),  which  treats  of  the 
Syriac  numerical  notation. 

Dr.  Land  speaks  of  these  arithmetical  figures  (long  known 
to  Dr.  Cureton  and  B.  H.  C.)  as  being  of  rare  occurrence.  He 
remarked  them  indeed  in  <mly  five  manuscripts,  to  which  in  the 
Preface  (p.  xi.)  he  adds  a  sixth.  Had  he  said  that  they  occnr 
in  fifty  or  sixty  of  our  manuscripts  he  would  have  been  nearer 
the  mark.  They  are  used  in  many  of  our  oldest  manuscripts, 
either  in  conjunction  with  the  letters  of  the  alphabet  or  alone, 
to  number  the  quires  (generally  of  eight  or  ten  leaves)  of  which 
they  are  composed*  For  instance,  the  quires  of  14528,  from 
which  Dr.  Land  copied  the  Leges  Saculares,  are  so  numbered, 
though  he  did  not  remark  it.  He  might  also  have  found  them 
in  14574,  where  they  are  used  to  number  the  hymns  of  Ephraem, 
and  in  14620,  fol.  12  vers.,  where  a  complete  list  of  them  is 
given  as  follows : — 


f/y/y     400    yOOOO   90  OO  40 


I         100 

OOO  60  /  • 
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.  Here  20  is  denoted  by  a  single  drclet,  and  I  do  not  remern*. 
bar  having  ever  seen  it  otherwise,  except  in  172Q2|  where  two 
are  used  (see  Land,  p.  95).  Occasiondly  the  figures  are  com- 
pounded  in  a  diflferent  manner,  as  in  17209,  where  we  find  the 

following : — 


At  the  end  of  14603,  but  in  a  more  modern  hand  than  the 
rest  of  the  manuscript,  are  the  following  lines ; — 


Tf^^ooi  .yy  oyOQo   p  "^  lO^oooo 

which  are  to  be  explained  thus : — 

David  the  sinner ,  son  of  Denha  the  presbyter,  from  the  city 
of  Arzan  (or  ArzunJ.    Brethren,  pray  for  me.    Amen. 

The  numerical  figures  are,  as  I  have  said,  found  chiefly  in 
our  older  manuscripts.  They  seem  to  me  to  go  out  of  use  about 
the  ninth  century,  and  to  have  fallen  completely  into  oblivion 
before  paper  became  abundant.  I  have  indeed  found  them  in 
one  paper  manuscript,  14684,  which  may  be  assigned  to  the 
twelfth  century ;  but  in  it  they  appear  in  conjunction  not  only 
with  the  Syriac  letters,  but  also  with  rudely  drawn  Greek  letters, 
and  were  in  all  probability  merely  copied  by  the  scribe  from  the 
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older  manascript  that  lay  Wore  him.     Only  three  quires  are  so 
numbered,  somewhat  as  follows : — 


6 


f 


\J<)  ^^  8 


On  §  23  of  Di^.  iiand^s  Prolegomena  I  would  merely  rdmark 
that  what  he  says  of  the  marks  denoting  quotatmis  is  correct. 
He  might  have  added  that  other  forms  are  also  used,  such  as  — 
or  S^ ,  and  that  in  the  case  of  a  double  quotation,  that  is,  where 
the  author  cited  (jtiotes  the  words  of  a  third  writer,  we  find  a 
double  mark,  like  ^  ^  or  ^-— ,  diflferent  coloured  inks  being 
also  sometimes  employed.  I  may  add  that  the  interjection  o]  is 
distinguished  from  the  conjunction  ol  by  a  mark  resembling  the 
Arabic  teshdld,  o*!,  which  has  been  converted  in  the  later  manu- 
scripts and  in  our  printed  books  into  a  straight  line,  o]. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  brief  review  of  Dr.  Land^s  work 
without  expressing  my  hope  that  he  will  not  misinterpret  any- 
thing that  I  have  said  above.  Personally  I  have,  as  he  must 
be  aware,  none  but  kindly  feelings  towards  him,  and  I  shall 
be  most  happy  to  give  him  my  assistance  whenever  he  chooses 
to  avail  himself  of  it.  But,  as  an  Orientalist,  I  cannot,  in  a  case 
like  the  present,  hold  my  peace.  European  scholars  know  as 
yet  but  very  little  of  the  Aramaie  dialects  and  literatures,  and  if 
the  stream  of  knowledge  is  to  be  polluted  at  its  very  source,  how 
can  we  expect  it  to  flow  clearly  afterwards  ?  What  we  want  at 
present  are  faithful  reproductions  of  the  ancient  texts,  with  or 
without  translations,  according  to  the  inclination  of  the  editor. 
If  ?ie  does  not  riender  them  into  some  European  language,  others 
soon  will.  But  unless  the  printed  book  is  a  careful  copy  of  the 
manuscript,  the  task  of  the  student  and  translator,  who  may 
very  likely  be  unable  to  inspect  the  original,  is  made  far  more 
laborious,  and  accuracy  becomes  impossible,  because  the  neces- 
sary basis  is  wanting. 

William  Wright. 
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Several  of  the  Christian  fathers  have  mentioned  a  Samaritan 
Pentateuch  as  existing  apart  from  that  of  the  Jews.  The  last 
who  refers  to  it,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  is  Jerome.  After  him  it 
was  lost  sight  of;  and  when  it  had  Iain  concealed  for  upwards  of 
a  thousand  years,  its  very  existence  began  to  be  doubted.  At 
length  Pietro  Delia  Valle,  an  eminent  Italian  traveller,  procured 
a  complete  copy  during  his  travels  in  the  East  in  the  year  1616. 
M.  de  Sancy,  who  was  then  the  French  ambassador  at  Constan- 
tinople, obtained  this  copy  and  sent  it  to  the  library  of  the  Ora- 
torie  at  Paris  in  1623.  It  was  first  examined  and  described  by 
Morin,  and  subsequently  printed  in  the  Paris  Polyglott  Bible. 
Jerome  Aleander  writes  in  1638  that  a  copy  of  the  Samaritan 
Pentateuch  had  existed  in  the  Vatican  for  some  time.  This  copy 
was  procured  by  Cardinal  Scipio,  the  then  library  keeper,  for 
three  hundred  crowns,  but  had  remained  without  any  particular 
attention  paid  to  it.  Not  long  after  this  Archbishop  Ussher 
procured  six  copies  from  the  East ;  and  in  1657  Bishop  Walton 
printed  the  text  in  his  famous  Polyglott  Bible.  Several  more 
copies  were  procured  from  the  East,  and  Dr.  Kennicott  had  no 
fewer  than  sixteen  for  the  edition  of  his  Hebrew  Bible  in  1776-80. 

Let  us  now  briefly  enquire  into  the  origin  of  this  Pentateuch. 
On  this  subject  learned  men  have  entertained  various  opinions. 
The  most  unfounded  of  all  was  the  one  advocated  by  Ussher. 
He  would  have  it  that  it  was  the  production  of  one  Dositheus, 
a  Samaritan  imposter,  who  pretended  to  be  the  Messiah,  and. 
founded  a  sect  of  his  own  among  his  people.  It  was  supposed 
that  Dositheus  made  use  of  the  Hebrew  text  and  the  version  of 
the  LXX. ;  and  comparing  these,  sometimes  adding,  other  times 
expunging,  and  again  altering  as  he  deemed  fit,  produced  a 
Pentateuch  of  his  own.  Nothing,  however,  could  be  more  un- 
founded than  such  an  hypothesis.  This  heresiarch  could  have 
had  no  object  whatever  in  compiling  a  new  Pentateuch,  unless 
for  the  sake  of  tampering  with  those  passages  which  are  consi- 
dered as  referring  to  the  Messiah.  None  of  these,  however,  have 
been  corrupted;  as  all  the  passages  of  this  class  agree  in  the 
Samaritan  and  Hebrew  texts.  And,  moreover,  it  is  well  known 
that  the  Alexandrian  Samaritans  were  thoroughly  opposed  to 
Dositheus,  and  it  is  not  likely  that  they  would  have  received  a 
Pentateuch  compiled  by  him. 

Another  hypothesis,  held  in  our  own  country  by  Prideaux 

«  Bead  by  the  Rev.  John  Mills,  F.R.A.S.,  before  the  members  of  the  Syro- 
Egyptian  Society.    January  13th,  1863. 
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and  on  the  continent  by  Hottinger  and  others,  is  that  Manass^b 
took  with  him  from  Jerusalem  one  of  Ezra^s  corrected  copies, 
aiid  transcribed  it  into  the  old  characters  to'  which  they  were 
aiccustomed.  This  hypothesis  rests  upon  the  assumption  that  the 
variations  in  the  Samaritan  from  the  Hebrew  are  such  as  were 
occasioned  in  the  transcription  by  mistaking  letters  similar  in 
Hebrew,  but  unlike  in  the  Samaritan.  This,  however,  is  a 
mistake,  and  there  is  no  foundation  for  such  a  supposition. 

Le  Clerc,  and  others  after  him,  advocated  an  older  cn^igin 
for  the  copy.  He  held  that  it  was(  made  by  the  priest  who  was 
sent  by  the  king  of  Assyria  to  instruct  the  new  inhabitants  in 
tlie  religion  of  the  country,  as  narrated  in  2  Kings  xvii.  But  I 
need  not  point  out  that  such  an  hypothesis  is  not  only  unsup- 
ported by  historical  testimony,  but  is  also  contrary  to  the  tenour 
of  the  whole  narrative.  The  business  of  the  priest  was  not  to 
compile  a  code  of  instruction,  but  simply  to  instruct  the  peo|de 
out  of  the  code  as  it  then  existed. 

It  is  evident  that  there  is  but  one  rational  and  consistent 
account  of  its  origin.  Copies  of  the  Pentateuch  must  have  been 
multiplied  among  Israel  as  well  as  among  Judah,  and  preserved 
by  the  one  equally  as  by  the  other.  Nor  is  it  probable  that  the 
people,  when  carried  captive  into  Asi^ria,  took  with  them  aU 
the  copies  of  the  law ;  that  not  one  remained  among  the  remnant 
left  behind :  and  had  such  been  the  case  the  priest  himself,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  would  have  possessed  a  copy. 

This  copy  became  the  religious  textbook  of  the  Samaritans, 
and  has  ever  since  remained  among  them ;  separate  on  the  one 
hand  from  the  Jews,  and  on  the  other  hand  from  the  Gentiles* 
Such  was  the  theory  first  and  ably  advanced  by  Morin,  and 
subsequently  adopted  by  Houbigant,  Cappellus,  Michaelis,  Ken- 
nicott,  Stuart  and  a  host  of  others.  In  fact,  sound  criticism  is 
bound  up  to  it.  The  Samaritan  copy,  therefore,  as  well  as  the 
Jewish,  flowed  from  the  autograph  of  Moses,  and  the  two  are 
only  different  recensions  of  the  same  original  copy. 

Such,  briefly,  is  the  non-Samaritan  account  of  the  copy. 
They  themselves,  however,  assert  that  not  only  has  their  Penta- 
teuch proceeded  from  the  original  work  of  Moses ;  but  also,  that 
they  have  now  in  their  possession  a  copy  written  by  Abishua,  the 
great-grandson  of  Aaron.  This  they  keep  most  sacred.  It  is 
never  exhibited,  even  to  their  own  people,  but  once  a"  year,  on 
the  day  of  atonement.  As  the  writer  of  this  paper  was  the  first 
non-Samaritan  that  has  ever  been  allowed  to  examine  it,  I  shall 
before  proceeding,  but  without  entering  into  details,  very  briefly 
describe  it, 

I  scarcely  need  mention  that  this  venerable  copy  is  not  a 
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^aQQsciipt  book^  bat  a  roll.  When  the  minigter  had  brought  it 
from  its  place  of  concealment  and  removed  its  red  satin  cover, 
which  was  ornamented  with  Samaritan  inscriptions  embroidered 
in  golden  letters,  I  found  that  it  was  kept  in  a  cylindrical  silver 
case  which  opened  on  two  sets  of  hinges^  made  so  as  to  expose  a 
whole  column  of  the  reading.  This  case  is  ornamented  with 
relievo  work  describing  the  Samaritan  temple  with  all  its  saored 
contents.  The  roll  itself  is  of  what  we  call  parchment,  a  material 
much  older  than  that  name,  written  in  columns  thirteen  inches 
deep  and  seven  and  a  half  inches  wide.  The  writing  is  in  a  fair 
hand;  but  not  nearly  so  large  or  beautiful  as  some  of  their 
book-copies  which  I  had  previously  examined.  The  writing 
being  rather  small,  each  column  contains  from  seventy  to 
seventy-two  lines,  and  the  whole  roll  contains  a  hundred  and 
ten  columns.  The  name  of  the  scribe  is  written  in  a  kind  of 
acrostic,  and  forms  part  of  the  text,  running  through  three 
columns,  and  is  found  in  the  book  of  Deuteronomy.  Whether 
it  be  the  real  work  of  the  great-grandson  of  Aaron,  as  indicated 
in  the  writing,  and  I  know  of  no  valid  reason  for  disbelieving  it, 
the  roll  has  all  the  appearance  of  very  high  antiquity ;  and  is 
wonderfully  well  preserved  considering  its  venerable  age.  It  is 
worn  out  and  torn  in  many  places  and  patched  with  re-written 
parchment;  in  other  places,  where  not  torn,  the  writing  is  un- 
r^kdable.  But  it  seemed  to  me  that  about  two-thirds  of  the 
original  is  still  readable.  The  skins  of  which  the  roll  is  com- 
posed are  of  equal  size,  and  measure  each  twenty-five  inches 
long  and  fifteen  inches  wide. 

I  have  now  the  honour  of  exhibiting  a  transcript  'of  thajb 
ancient  copy ;  its  history  is  briefly  this.  In  a  foot-note  at  the 
end  of  the  first  volume  I  find  that  the  writer  was  a  servant  of 
Tabiah  ben  Itschak,  a  priest  of  the  Most  High  at  Shechem.  He 
does  not  mention  the  date;  but  I  was  told  by  Amram,  the 
present  priest,  that  it  was  written  in  the  fourteenth  century,  and 
had  been  preserved  in  the  priest^s  family  ev^r  since. 

During  my  stay  amongst  them  in  1860  it  was  kindly  lent 
jaae  by  the  priest,  on  certain  conditions;  the  first,  I  believe,  that 
was  ever  given  out  of  their  community  with  official  sanction. 

I  shall  now  briefly  describe  it;  and  in  so  doing  I  shall  in 
the  first  place  point  out  its  peculiar  characteristics  as  a  writing. 

I.  The  first  is,  the  characters  in  which  it  is  written.  These 
are  essentially  different  from  those  that  have  been  in  use  among 
the  Jews,  now  for  about  two  thousand  years.  I  shall  not  enter 
into  the  discussion  whether  the  present  Hebrew  alphabet  be 
originally  Chaldee,  and  adopted  by  the  Jews  during  their  cap- 
tivity, or  the  result  of  a  gradual  change  and  modification  of  their 
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original ;  one  thing  is  pretty  certain^  that  at  the  commencement 
of  Christianity  the  Jews  and  Samaritans  had  the  identical  alpha- 
bets which  they  now  have^  and  consequently  differed  as  much 
then  as  they  now  do. 

Let  it  also  be  observed  that  the  monumental  or  printed 
Samaritan  alphabet  differs  from  the  written  as  much  as  the 
Hebrew  differs  from  the  monumental.'  I  shall  not  at  present 
attempt  to  discuss  the  origin  of  the  written  text,  but  merely  say 
that  it  appears  to  me  that  the  monumental  is  a  modification  c^ 
it,  and  that  the  Hebrew  is  a  farther  modification  of  the  monu- 
mental. Whether  the  latter  was  accomplished  before  the  cap- 
tivity, according  to  the  majority  of  critics,  or  after  that  period, 
according  to  others,  is  perhaps  a  matter  of  doubt.  I  shall  only 
add  on  this  subject,  that  the  present  Samaritans  are  only  ac- 
quainted with  the  monumental  type  as  used  in  Walton^s  Polt/- 
fflott  and  CastePs  Leancon,  I  had  taken  with  me  specimens  of 
the  alphabet  adopted  by  Scaliger,  and  the  letters  which  Castel 
affirms  are  especially  used  in  manuscripts,  but  they  were  unknown 
to  the  priest. 

II.  Again,  it  is  written  without  vowel  points,  I  hardly  need 
mention  that  all  the  Shemitic  languages,  like  the  present  Arabic, 
were  written  without  any  marks  to  exhibit  the  vowel  sounds  of 
the  language.  Whether  this  system  was  of  the  same  nature  as 
the  modern  systems  of  short-hand  writing,  where  the  consonants 
only  are  written,  and  the  vowels  to  be  supplemented,  or  whether 
it  contained  the  essential  vowels,  is  not  for  me  now  to  discuss. 
The  singular  system  of  the  Masorites  was  elaborated  professedly 
to  retain  the  traditional  pronunciation  of  the  Hebrew  language ; 
but  their  vowel  signs  were  never  introduced  into  the  synagogue 
roll.     In  this  the  Samaritan  and  Jewish  rolls  agree. 

So  the  Samaritans,  in  reading  the  law,  have  retained  two 
things  not  expressed  in  the  writing. 

(1.)  The  vowel  sounds  of  their  language.  And  here  let  it  be 
observed  that  the  Samaritan  alphabet  corresponds  letter  for 
letter  with  the  Hebrew  alphabet.  Benjamin  of  Tudela  tells  us 
that  they  do  not  possess  the  three  letters,  he^  cheth,  and  am,  and 
other  authors  have  followed  the  Babbi ;  but  this  is  a  mistake. 
Nor  is  there  any  foundation  for  the  remark  of  Hottinger  and 
others,  that  their  pronunciation  is  rough ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  upon  the  whole  more  soft  than  the  Hebrew.  As,  for  ex- 
ample, the  cheth — they  call  //,  and  treat  it  as  a  semi- vowel ;  con- 
sequently, while   the  Jews  would  say   Rachel,   the  Samaritan 

*  Here  Mr.  Mills  exhibited  the  manuscript  alphabet  as  written  for  him  by 
the  priest,  together  with  the  monumental  Samaritan  and  the  present  Hebrew  in 
juxtaposition. 
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iwMild  my  Rdel,  Where  two  or  more  consonants  come  together 
they  uniformly  add  the  vowels  in  reading.  As,  for  example,  the 
word  for  king  written  with  mem,  lamped,  caph,  they  pronounce 
mdlek.  On  the  other  hand,  their  pronunciation  of  the  vowel 
letters  is  not  uniform.  For  example;  the  letter  jorf  they  some- 
times sound  as  short  a,  as  in  cadash,  "holy^';  and  sometimes  as 
Aort  f,  as  in  ynmmim,  ''days'^;  thus,  evidently,  by  tradition  re- 
taining the  pronunciation  of  their  forefathers, 

(2.)  Another  peculiarity  not  expressed  in  the  writing  is  the 
intonation.  It  is  well  known  to  every  Hebrew  scholar  that  the 
law  is  read  in  the  synagogue  in  a  style  peculiar  to  itself.  It  is 
not  a  chant,  because  there  is  no  melodial  progression,  but  % 
kind  of  cantillation.  In  the  Jewish  system  the  accents  are 
adopted  for  musical  notation ;  each  accent  has  a  musical  value, 
and  the  syllable  to  which  it  belongs  must  be  read  with  the 
intonation  belonging  to  it.  The  cantillation  varies,  it  is  true, 
in  different  countries ;  but  which  among  them,  in  modern  times, 
retains  most  pf  the  character  of  the  ancient  is  difficult  to  de- 
termine. The  European  Jews  in  the  thirteenth  century  sup- 
posed that  their  brethren  in  Chaldea  had  still  retained  the 
ancient  style^ 

The  same  remark  applies  also  to  the  Samaritans — they  have 
their  cantillation,  but  differing  materially  in  its  character  from 
that  of  the  Jews  on  the  one  hand,  and  that  of  the  Mohammedans 
on  the  other.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  substantially  the  same 
now,  as  it  used  to  be  two  thousand  years  ago. 

The  manuscript,  however,,  is  not  void  of  all  kind  of  marks ; 
there  are  a  few  diacritical  signs,  if  I  may  so  call  them.  The 
most  common  is  a  dot  which  is  placed  after  every  word,  and 
which  is  never  omitted  except  at  the  end  of  a  line.  Another  is 
a  small  stroke  placed  over  letters  and  has  more  than  one  signi- 
fication. Sometimes  it  implies  that  an  ambiguous  word  is  not 
to  be  taken  in  its  most  common  acceptation ;  as  for  example,  fw, 
means  to  or  at,  but "»«,  means  God,  At  other  times  the  stroke 
is  a  sign  of  apocope,  riw  for  nn«.  Sometimes  two  points  are  placed 
thus  I  after  a  word^  and  answer  pretty  much  to  our  colon. 
There  are  two  or  three  other  marks,  the  meaning  of  which  I 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  discover.  The  ends  of  sections  are 
distinguished  by  various  signs.  The  most  common  is  one  con- 
sisting of  two  double  dots,  having  a  line  between,  thus  I  ^ ! 
There  is  apparently  no  rule  in  the  choice  of  these  signs,  but  they 
depend  upon  the  fancy  of  the  writer,  as  we  find  them  differing 
in  different  manuscripts. 

(3.)  Another  characteristic  peculiar  to  the  Samaritan  manu- 
script, I  believe,  is  the  manner  of  commencement.    I  hardly  need 
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mention  that  the  Samaritan  like  all  the  Sfaemilie  kngtuigta 
reads  from  right  to  left ;  and,  conseqaently,  that  a  book  begins 
with  them  where  those  in  Western  languages  end.  Bat  the 
peculiarity  always  observed  by  the  Samaritans^  is  to  commence 
the  manuscripts  on  the  inside  page,  and  by  no  means  on  the 
outside.  To  this  rule  they  adhere  most  scrupulously,  and  it 
would  be  observed  as  rigidly  in  printed  copies  if  it  were  in  thdr 
power  to  have  them  printed.  When  I  expressed  my  intention 
to  have  the  present  copy  printed,  the  priest  called  my  attention 
to  this  rule  over  and  over  again  as  a  most  important  one.  The 
idea  is  to  imitate  the  sacred  roll,  which  is  writtai  only  on  the 
inside;  and,  consequently,  none  of  the  text  exposed  but  when 
iOfpenxed  for  the  purpose  of  being  read. 

(4.)  The  last  characteristic  in  the  writing  is  die  detached  state 
of  the  words*  I  have  already  stated  that  every  word  is  separatdy 
marked  by  a  point — a  rule  which  is  never  neglected.  Thus  the 
Samaritans  separate  each  word  not  only  by  a  space,  but  abo  by 
a  point,  as  did  the  ancient  Gredks  and  Romans.  On  the  o Aer 
hand,  no  word  whether  short  or  long  is  ever  divided.  When  it 
happens  that  the  space  at  the  end  of  a  line  is  too  small  to  admit 
of  the  word  being  inserted,  they  never  write  a  part  of  the  word 
and  carry  the  other  part  to  the  following  line,  but  carry  the 
last  letter  of  the  previous  word  to  the  end  of  the  line.  In  this 
manner  no  blank  is  left  at  the  end  of  any  line,  but  near  the  end^ 
that  the  idea  of  completeness  may  be  retained. 

I  shall  now  mention  the  divisions.  The  copy  before  us  is 
divided  into  two  volumes;  the  first  comprising  Grenesis  and 
Exodus,  and  the  second  comprising  the  three  remaining  bodra. 
This  division  is,  of  course,  only  an  accidental  one,  for  the  conye- 
nience  of  using  the  manuscript.  Its  essential  divisions  are  as 
follows : — 

1.  firstly,  it  is  divided  into  five  separate  books.  In  Utis, 
however,  it  difiers  from  the  original  manuscript,  and  all  the 
other  Samaritan  scrolls,  as  well  as  the  Jewish,  which  are  written 
in  one  continuous  document.  This  division  into  five  books 
seems  to  have  originated  with  the  Alexandrian  critics,  who 
applied,  for  the  first  time,  the  term  Pentateuch  to  the  saered 
document.  And  this  division  has  been  followed  by  Jews  and 
Samaritans  in  their  private  copies  for  the  sake  of  convenience  of 
reference,  but  never  in  their  public  scrolls.  In  tte  Hebrew  tte 
several  books  take  their  names  from  the  first  word  or  words  in 
each  book,  as  Bereshith  in  Genesis ;  but  in  the  Samaritan  copy, 
they  are  called  first  book,  second  book,  and  so  on.  But  it  is  of 
importance  that  we  should  bear  in  mind  that  the  original  and 
true  idea  of  the  writing  is,  that  it  is  one  book  only,  one  docu- 
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ttettfe;  htvkce  its  name^  ?^^»1,  the  law.  Nor  has  it  any  existdnoe 
in  the  Samaritan  mind  as  five  separate  books^  but  only  one 
divine  law. 

2.  Secondly,  each  book  has  been  dirided  into  sections  (Ket* 
mn) ;  and  the  number  of  sections  stated  at  the  end  of  each  book. 
The  first  contains  250;  the  second  200;  the  third  134;  the 
fourth  218  ;  the  fifth  160 ;  or  972  in  all.  Here  it  will  be  borne 
m  mind  that  the  Jewish  dirision  of  the  law  into  fifty-four  Sed^ 
9othj  and  each  Sederah  again  into  seven  Parshioth,  differs  essen- 
tially &om  the  Samaritan.  The  Samaritan  Ketsin  and  the 
Jewish  Parskioth  coincide  in  a  great  number  of  places,  but 
difiiar  in  others, — they  were  evidently  made  independent  of 
Jewish  sections  as  well  as  of  Alexandrian  critics.  Some  of  them 
0id'  and  begin  in  the  middle  of  our  verses.  For  example,  in 
Q&i.  viti.  21  we  have  ike  first  clause,  '^  And  the  Lord  smelled 
a  sweet  savour/^  punctuated  in  the  Hebrew  with  a  segol;  and  im 
the  Septuagint,  as  well  as  modern  versions  generally,  with  a 
semicdion ;  but  in  the  Samaritan  this  clause  ends  a  section,  and 
tiie  following  section  commences  with  the  second  clause,  '^  And 
ti»  Lord  said  in  his  heart,^^  etc.  All  these  divisions  into  sec^ 
Ikns,  however,  as  well  as  into  books,  both  in  the  Samaritan  and 
HeWcw  copies,  are  post-biblical, — there  is  no  historical  founda- 
tion for  believing  that  they  existed  till  after  the  Septuagint 
translation.  I  may  add,  that  the  sections  in  this  Samaritan  copy 
are  distinguished  not  only  by  space,  but  also  by  peculiar  signs, 
generally  varying ;  I  have  not  been  able  as  yet  to  make  out  whe- 
^er  these  figures  have  any  signification,  or  are  they  merely 
rode  ornaments^ 

d.  Thirdly,  there  is  one  other  division,  not  an  arbitrary  and 
post^biUical  one>  but  one  which  is  co-existent  with,  and  an  essen- 
tial part  of  the  law  itself — the  division  into  prose  and  poetry.  I 
shall  not  dwell  at  present  upon  this  point  although  a  most  im- 
pra'tant  one,  inasmuch  as  it  belongs  equally  to  the  Jewish  as  to 
the  Samaritan  Pentateuch. 

Let  us  now  look  for  a  moment  at  its  documentary  cha- 
racter. I  need  not  mention  that  it  has  been  diflFerently  esti- 
Aiated  by  different  critics ;  but  with  the  work  before  us,  and  all 
the  historical  facts  connected  therewith,  we  need  not  be  led 
astray  by  any  vague  and  reckless  speculations.  A  family  of 
waniiseripts  which  can  be  traced  back  seven  centuries  before  the  * 
Christian  era,  and  naanuscripts  that  have  been  written  with  no 
common  accuracy  and  care,  speak  for  themselves  regarding  their 
*alue  in  Biblical  criticism.  This  leads  me  to  mention  the  varia^ 
)^s  that  exist  between  the  Samaritan  and  Jewish  copies.  Apart 
from  a  few  verbal,  and  the  great  number  of  variations  in  the  mere 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


188  The  SamaritifA  Pentateuch,  [Aprils 

lettersi  Hie  principal  differences  9XQ  coiitaini^dl  iu  the  histpir^xif 
the  plagues  of  Egypt.  The  uttenuaoea  of  the  Almighty  against 
Pharaoh  are  uniformly  recorded  twice  in  iJie  Samaritan  tejtt  f . 
firmly,  when  delivered  by  the  Almighty  to  Mp8e39  and  again 
when  repeated  by  Moses  in  the  presence  x>f  Pharaoh.  But  in 
the  Hebrew  text  they  are  only  given  once ;  generally,  at  the 
time  when  delivered  by  the  Eternal.  Now  one  of  two  things  is 
obvious,  either  the  Samaritans  have  wilfuUy  inserted  these  repe* 
titions  into  the  text,  or  else  the  Jewish  scribes  have  omitted 
them  as  unnecessary.  I  shall  not  enter  into  this  subject  at  pre^r 
sent,  but  merely  say  that  to  me  it  appears  more  evident  that  the 
latter  is  the  fact.  A  careful  reading  will  discover,  that  in  the 
present  Hebrew  text  there  are  abrupt  transitions  from  one  a^ub^ 
ject  to  another,  leaving  chasms  in  the  narrative,  and  thus  mak^- 
ing  plain  that  something  has  been  left  out  of  the  original  his- 
tory. But  not  so  in  the  Samaritan  text — ^here  we  find  the  nar- 
rative full  and  connected. 

Among  the  vast  number  of  smaller  additions  there  are  some 
most  interesting  and  important;  but  I  shall  not  now  take  up 
time  in  the  discussion  of  them.  Perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to 
refer  to  one,  which  is  made  still  more  inter^ting  by  some  of  the 
unscholarlike  assertions  of  Bishop  Colenso.  In  Deuteronomy  v. 
31,  when  Moses  recapitulates  to  the  people  the  giving  of  the 
law  on  Mount  Sinai,  we  are  expressly  told  that  those  laws  were 
not  given  to  be  observed  during  the  wilderness  journey,  but 
only  when  they  had  settled  down  in  the  promised  land.  The 
words  are  these^ — but  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  scene  was 
at  Mount  Sinai.  The  Almighty  commands  Moses,  saying,  "  Go 
say  to  them  (the  people  of  Israel),  Get  you  into  your  tents  again. 
But  as  for  thee,  stand  thou  here  by  me,  and  I  will  speak  unto 
thee  all  the  commandments,  and  the  statutes,  and  the  judgments, 
which  thou  shalt  teach  them  that  they  may  do  them  in  the  land 
which  I  give  them  to  possess  it.^'  Now  it  is  important  to  ob* 
serve  that  this  very  passage  is  inserted  in  the  Samaritan  copy  in 
the  twentieth  chapter  of  Exodus,  as  well  as  here. 

I  cannot  dismiss  this  subject  without  adverting  to  Gesenius, 
who,  as  is  well  known,  in  1815,  published  an  essay  on  the  Sams'* 
ritan  Pentateuch ;  and  a  more  unfounded  and  reckless  perform- 
ance seldom  issued  from  the  press.  This  celebrated  lexicographer 
has  arranged  all  the  readings  which  differ  from  the  Hebrew 
text  into  eight  different  classes.  I  shall  not  follow  him  in  detail, 
but  confine  myself  to  a  single  example.  Let  us  take  one  from 
the  seventh  class — a  most  important  one — where  the  critic  asserts 
that  the  ancient  pure  Hebraism  of  the  Pentateuch  has  been  con- 
formed to  their  own  idiom  by  the  Samaritan  scribes.     As  a 
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proof  of  this^  among  many  similar  ones^  he  Inwgs  forward  the 
feminine  pronoun  thou,  in  Genesis  xii.  11  j  xiii.  24;  xlvii.  89. 
Here  he  finds  the  Hebrew  prononn  in  the  short  form  b^,  but 
the  Samaritan  in  the  long  form  vw;  he  therefore  jumps  at  the 
conclusion  that  the  Samaritan  scribes  have  altered  the  word  to 
conform  it  to  their  own  idiom.  But  what  Hebrew  scholar  does 
not  know  that  the  longer  form  is  the  more  ancient  of  the 
two?  And  no  one  knew  this  better  than  Gesenius  himself. 
Indeed,  in  his  lexicon^  where  he  had  no  object  in  view  but  gram- 
matical truth,  he  gives  us  this  explanation.  These  are  his  words : 
"^ras.  Although  this  form  is  rare  in  the  Old  Testament  (and 
then  he  quotes  several  passages),  yet  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
it  is  genuine,  and  it  is  Gsexi  primary,  and  a  more  ancient  form, 
which  afterwards  the  more  n^ligent  pronunciation  of  the  com- 
mon people  shortened  into  «!/'*  Such  is  the  explanation  of 
Gesenius  in  his  Hebrew  lexicon ;  yet,  when  criticizing  the  Sama- 
ritan Pentateuch,  for  the  sake  of  damaging  its  character,  he  will 
have  US  to  believe  that  this  form  of  the  pronoun  is  not  the  ancient 
and  pure  Hebrew,  but  a  modification  made  by  the  Samaritan 
scribes  to  conform  it  to  their  own  idiom.  I  might  thus  follow 
Gesenius  through  all  his  sections,  and  shew  how  utterly  ground- 
less are  his  charges  against  the  Samaritan  scribes,  and  how 
grossly  unfair  and  dishonestly  he  treats  their  sacred  volume :  but 
this  specimen  shall  suffice. 

And  yet  biblical  scholars  have  received  such  prejudiced  pro- 
ductions for  real  criticism,  and  have  pretty  well  abided  by  its 
decisions.  It  only  shews  how  biblical  scholars,  as  do  scholars 
in  other  departments  of  learning,  follow  certain  leaders  without 
examining  for  themselves. 

In  conclusion  let  me  remind  you,  that  in  more  than  two 
thousand  instances  where  the  Samaritan  differs  from  the  Hebrew, 
the  Septuagint  agrees  with  the  former;  a  fact  that  speaks  for 
itself  with  regard  to  the  documentary  and  critical  value  of  the 
Samaritan  text. 

*  It  is  Tery  singalar  to  obsenre  that  most  of  the  variatioBS  in  the  Samaritan 
text,  ofaarged  hy  Ctesenias  to  the  witfnl  corrnption  of  the  scribes,  are  simplj  the 
retention  of  the  Ahevi  letters  (nnM)  which  are  left  out  of  the  Hebrew  text  after 
the  adoption  of  the  Masoretic  system  of  punctuation,  and  even  when  the  Ken 
readings  agree  with  the  Samaritan ! ! 
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It  is  with  regret  that  we  record  the  decease  of  this  eminent  man,  whose 
writings  have  been  so  popular  and  useful,  especially  in  the  domaio  of 
Biblical  lexicography  and  the  geography  of  Palestine.  His  translation  of 
Gesenius'  Hebrew  Lexicon^  and  his  Oreek  and  Eftglish  Lexicon  to  the  New 
Testament,  are  books  which  have  been  extensively  used  in  this  country,  as 
well  as  in  America.  Of  his  Biblical  Researches  in  Palestine  it  is  super* 
fluous  to  speak.  The  following  notice  of  him  appeared  in  the  JSosiott 
Congregationalist  of  Feb.  13. 

"  Habdlt  had  the  grave  closed  over  one  of  the  ablest  preachers  and  theolo* 
ffians  of  our  coantry,  when  the  American  charches  were  called  to  moam  the 
loss  of  their  most  renowned  Biblical  scholar  and  Dhilologer.**  As  compared 
with  Dr.  Beecher,  Dr.  Robinson  was  yet  in  middle  life — not  having  cona- 
pleted  his  sixty- ninth  year.  Dr.  Beecher  had  finished  his  work,  and  with 
the  gradoal  decay  of  his  powers,  had  retired  not  only  from  public  life,  but  from 
all  social  intercourse  outside  of  his  own  family.  Dr.  Rohinson,  though  broken 
in  health,  and  threatened  with  loss  oi  sight,  was  in  the  full  vigour  of  his  mental 
powers,  and  was  carefully  prosecuting  the  cherished  work  of  his  life,  for  which 
all  his  studies,  travels,  and  writings,  were  only  preparatory.  Dr.  Beecher,  in 
his  prime,  was  far  more  widely  known  as  a  power  in  the  churches,  but  he  never 
held  or  sought  any  rank  among  scholars.  Dr.  Robinson  had  almost  no  reputa- 
tion as  a  preacher,  and  no  gift  of  popularity ;  hut  in  the  patient  lahours  of  tbo 
study,  he  accomplished  more  for  sound  Biblical  learning  in  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  reputation  of  our  theological  seminaries  with  European  scholars,  than  an  j- 
other  man  of  his  generation.  It  would  be  difficult  to  determine  which  of  these 
two  lives — the  one  of  concentrated  and  intensified  public  action,  the  other  of 
prolonged  and  enthusiastic  labour  in  the  study — ^has  rendered  the  most  substantial 
and  permanent  benefit  to  the  churches  at  large,  and  to  the  interests  of  Biblical 
theology  in  our  land.  To  attempt  such  a  comparison  would  be  ungracious ;  the 
great  Head  of  the  church  designated  each  of  toese  favoured  sons  of  Connecticut 
tor  the  highest  eminence  and  usefulness  in  his  own  department  of  the  field. 

'*  Dr.  Robinson's  life  as  a  scholar,  though  extending  over  nearly  a  half  cen- 
tury, may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words.  Having  graduated  at  Hamilton  Col* 
lege  in  1816,  he  pursued  for  some  years  an  independent  course  of  philobgical 
studies,  and  in  1822-3,  became  associated  with  Professor  Stuart  at  Andover,  as 
assistant  instructor  in  sacred  literature.  This  post  he  filled  with  great  credit 
and  usefulness  for  about  five  years — his  patient  accuracy  of  detail  forming  an 
admirable  counterpoise  to  Professor  Stuart's  positive  and  sometimes  hasty  theories 
of  interpretation.     These  two  rare  minds  worked  in  admirable  harmony. 

"  After  an  interval  of  two  or  three  years  spent  in  Germany,  Dr.  Robinson 
was,  in  1830,  appointed  Professor  Extraordinary  in  the  department  of  Biblical  - 
literature  in  Andover  Seminary.  Here  he  commenced  the  publication  of  the 
Biblical  Bepository— the  first  four  volumes  of  which  are  a  monument  of  his  in- 
dustry, and  his  scholarly  research  in  the  philology  and  lexicography,  the 
grammar  and  the  geography  of  the  sacred  Scriptures.  Retiring  from  this  work 
in  1834,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  his  health,  he  announced,  with  touching 
modesty,  that  '  it  was  by  no  means  his  intention  to  abandon  the  field  of  labour 
in  which  it  had  so  long  been  the  business  and  solace  of  his  life  to  hold  a  humble 
place.  But  whether  his  days  should  be  prolonged  for  the  completion  of  other 
works  illustrative  of  the  Bible,  or  whether  his  race  of  life  were  soon  to  close,  he 
would  ever  say,  Thy  will,  0  God,  be  done.' 

"  It  was  the  will  of  God  to  spare  him  for  nearly  thirty  years  of  labour  in 
studies  for  which  he  shewed  such  remarkable  aptitude.  He  had  already  pub- 
lished a  revised  edition  of  Calmet's  Dictionary;  and  in  1836,  he  brought  6ut  his 

•  t.e.,  Dr.  Lyman  Beecher,  who  was  born  at  New  Haven  in  1775,  and  was 
a  student  under  the  well  known  Dr.  Dwight.  He  was  very  distinguished  as  a 
controversialiBt,  and  as  a  preacher. 
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tnuislation  of  the  Hebrew  Ltadcon  of  Geseniiis.  H&ving  studied  with  Gesenios^ 
at  the  Tery  time  when  that  great  Hehraist  was  prepanng  his  Thesaurus,  and 
haviBg  kept  np  with  him  a  personal  correspondence,  Dr.  Rohinson  was  par- 
ticol^y  qualified  to  introduce  his  dictionary  to  American  students.  In  both 
tiiese  woiiLS  he  exhibited  his  careful  seholarship  and  his  modest  piety.  To  en- 
Qsonffe  a  better  system  of  Hebrew  philology,  and  more  sober  and  correct  yiewa 
of  Biblical  interpretation,  to  make  available  to  American  students  the  rich  results 
of  German  scholarship  and  of  Oriental  travel,  were  the  objects  of  his  *  anxious 
toil ;'  while  it  was  ever  his  fervent  prayer  that  his  labours  might  *  advance  the 
cause  of  sacred  literature  in  this  country ;  and  aid  in  promoting  the  study  of 
those  Hofy  Scriptures,  which  are  able  to  make  us  wise  unto  salvation.' 

*^  Soon  after  the  publication  of  Gesenius,  Dr.  Robinson  issued  his  own  Greek 
and  EngfLish  Leodcon  of  the  New  Testament — a  great  improvement  upon  Wahl*s 
Clams^  which  he  had  translated  in  1825.  The  revised  edition  of  tnis  lexicon, 
published  in  1860,  is  now  the  standard  of  New  Testament  lexicography  in  the 
English  tongue.  It  has  been  pirated  in  the  mother  country.  This  edition  was 
substantially  a  new  work,  ennched  by  his  experience  as  an  instructor  in  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  and  by  his  observations  in  the  Holy  Land.  It  serves  the 
threefold  purpose  of  a  lexicon,  an  analytical  concordance,  and  a  condensed  gram- 
matical commentary. 

*'  In  1837,  Dr.  Robinson  was  appointed  professor  in  New  York;  but  being 
then  bent  upon  his  life-plan  for  the  geographical  exploration  of  Palestine,  he 
did  not  enter  upon  his  office  till  1840,  when  he  had  completed  his  first  Biblical 
Besearches.  This  work  gave  him  a  European  reputation,  but  it  also  provoked 
much  acrid  controversy,  especially  with  regard  to  the  topography  of  Jerusalem, 
a  second  visit,  in  1852,  enabled  Dr.  R.  to  verify  and  vindicate  nis  former  conclu^ 
sions.  Yet  controversy  is  by  no  means  allayed ;  and  the  recent  tendency  of  both 
English  and  German  scholarship,  is  to  dispute  resolutely  Robinson's  location  of 
Akra,  and  the  upper  course  of  tne  Tyropceon.  But  whatever  may  be  the  final 
determination  of  these  points — and  1  incline  to  the  view  that  the  head  of  the 
Tyropceon  is  to  be  sought,  not  at  the  Ja£&,  but  at  the  Damascus  gate — and 
whatever  conclusions  may  be  reached  touching  the  site  of  Capernaum,  the 
camping-ground  at  Sinai,  and  other  identifications  which  Dr.  Robinson  believed 
himself  to  have  settled,  he  will  be  held  in  lasting  remembrance  by  scholars,  as 
the  author  and  exemplar  of  the  true  method  of  investigation.  Reversing  the  habit 
of  travellers  who  followed  the  ecclesiastical  traditions  which  so  cover  the  soil 
of  Palestine,  he  made  the  Bible  the  first  authority ;  contemporary  sources, 
especially  Josephus,  the  second ;  the  vernacular  names  of  places,  the  third ; 
earlier  travellers,  the  fourth,  and  ecclesiastical  traditions  last  and  least  of  all ; 
indeed  of  ♦  no  value,  except  so  far  as  supported  by  circumstances  known  to  us 
from  the  Scriptures,  or  from  other  contemporary  testimony.'  If  there  is  some- 
times an  air  of  dogmatism  in  Dr.  Robinson's  utterance  of  his  conclusions,  we 
can  pardon  this,  in  view  of  the  painstaking  accuracy  of  his  researches,  and  the 
great  value  of  many  of  his  results. 

"  These  researches,  like  most  of  the  studies  and  plans  of  his  life,  were  his  pre- 
paration for  a  work  on  the  physical  and  historical  geography  of  Palestine — of 
which  I  fear  only  the  first  section  is  finished.  To  this  work,  Dr.  Robinson  had 
consecrated  the  later  years  of  his  life ;  but  ill-health  suffered  him  to  proceed 
but  slowly.  At  length  the  loss  of  sight  led  him  to  seek  medical  advice  in 
Germany ;  but  he  returned  without  relief,  and  with  little  hope,  and  finally  sank 
under  his  infirmities  on  Tuesday,  the  27th  ult.,  at  his  residence  in  New  York. 
His  ftineral  was  attended  on  Friday,  Jan.  30th,  by  a  large  concourse  of  ministers, 
and  members  of  scientific  and  literary  societies.* 

**  I  cannot  better  describe  the  results  of  Dr.  Robinson's  researches  in  Palestine 
than  by  the  following  incident.  Some  years  ago,  at  an  hotel  in  Cairo,  a  party 
of  young  Englishmen,  pupils  of  Stanley  and  graduates  of  Oxford,  asked  me  con- 

*  In  reference  to  Dr.  Robinson's  funeral,  some  may  like  to  see  a  short  note 
iUioiit  it.  We  add  one  from  an  American  paper  a  few  days  later,  and  quite 
enough  for  our  purpose : — The  funeral  of  Dr.  Edward  Robmson,  Professor  of 
Biblical  Literature  in  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York,  was  held  at  the 
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temptnously,  *  Who  is  this  countryman  of  yonrs,  a  Dr.  Bobinson,  who  attempts 
to  set  aside  all  the  traditions  of  the  sacred  places  ?  Is  he  mnch  of  a  scholar  ? 
And  what  is  his  occupation  ?  ' 

"  *  He  is  the  same,*  I  answered,  *  who  has  prepared  an  English  edition  of 
Gesenius,  and  a  standard  lexicon  of  the  New  Testament,  which  some  country- 
man of  jours  has  honoured  by  stealing  bodily,  and  publishing  in  London  witlioat 
naming  their  author.' 

"  *  Ah  I  indeed  I — ^that  certainly  was  not  honouraWe.' 

"  Some  days  after  I  met  the  same  party  at  Sinai.  *  Why,  this  Dr.  Kobinson 
of  yours  is  a  wonderful  man  I  We  find  that  Stanley  quotes  him  continuallj-. 
He  is  quite  right  here,  in  his  JEr  Bdkah  and  Sufsafeh.^  Afterwards  in  Palestine, 
I  often  heard  the  same  party  extol  my  countryman. 

"  As  the  iconoclast  of  ecclesiastical  traditions.  Dr.  Hobinson  aroused  the 
prejudices  of  a  large  class  of  trayellers,  and  of  some  earnest  Biblical  scholars. 
But  his  weighty  arguments  and  facts  overcame  the  prejudices  of  candid  minds, 
and  his  learning  and  honesty  commanded  their  respect.  No  man  has  done  so 
much  as  he  to  raise  the  tone  of  scholarship  in  his  own  country,  or  to  secure 
respect  for  American  scholarship  abroad. 

"  Some  weeks  since,  in  conversation  with  Dr.  BoMnson,  I  advised  him  to 
emplojr  a  careful  assistant  to  complete  his  Biblical  geography  under  his  own 
supervision.  But  he  was  not  a  jPrescott ;  and  he  answered  promptly,  *  How 
could  I  trust  anybody  Yrith  my  references  and  citations,  that  must  be  exact?* 
•  Better  this,'  I  replied,  *  than  leave  your  life-work  unfinished.'  *  No,'  he  said, 
with  a  tone  of  resignation,  *  it  is  all  there^  in  the  BesetMrches,  for  those  who  care 
about  it,  and  with  this  blindness  settling  on  me,  I  feel  that  my  work  is  done.' 
Thus  meekly  did  he  relinquish  the  one  great,  cherished  plan  of  life.  But  he  has 
gone  to  see  His  face  in  whose  earthly  steps  he  followed,  and  to  measure,  with 
perfect  vision,  the  glory  of  *  Jerusalem  that  is  above.'  "  T. 

"  New  York,  Feb,  7th.'* 

The  New  Tork  Christian  Times  says  : — 

"  The  Rev.  Dr.  Edward  Robinson,  the  distinguished  Professor  of  Biblical 
Literature  in  the  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  this  city,  died  at  his  residence 
in  Greene  Street,  on  Tuesday  night  last,  Jan.  25th,  of  dropsy  in  the  chest.  His 
health  had  been  failing  for  some  time,  and  he  had  not  attended  actively  to  his 
labours  for  a  year  past.    He  visited  Germany  during  the  last  summer  for  sur- 

fical  treatment  of  his  eyes,  which  were  for  some  time  threatened  with  entire 
eprivation  of  sight.  Ihr.  Robinson  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  scholars 
of  Biblical  learning  in  this  country.  He  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  in 
1794,  graduated  at  Hamilton  College  in  this  State,  in  1816,  and  went  to  Andover 
in  1821,  where  he  studied  Hebrew,  and  became  associated  with  Dr.  Stuart  in 
the  translation  of  some  text  books  from  the  German,  and  in  the  instruction  of 
his  classes.  In  1826  be  went  to  Europe,  where  he  studied  four  years,  when  he 
returned,  and  became  Professor  of  Sacred  Literature  in  Andover.  He  resigned 
his  position  in  1833,  and  removed  to  Boston.  In  1837,  he  was  appointed  to  the 
position  in  the  Union  Theological  Seminary,  which  he  had  since  held.  Previous  to 
entering  upon  his  duties,he  visited  Palestine,  and  made  a  very  minute  and  careful 
study  of  the  country  in  connexion  with  the  geogfraphy  of  the  Bible.  In  1841,  he 
published  the  results  of  this  study,  in  three  octavo  volumes,  which  have  been  one 
of  the  text-books.  He  had  subsequently  devoted  much  attention  to  the  revision  and 
perfection  of  this  work,  though  he  published  some  others  connected  with, classical 
studies.  Dr.  R.  married,  in  1816,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  S.  Kirkland,  a  mission* 
ary  among  the  Oneida  Indians,  but  she  died  three  years  afler.  In  1829,  he  married 
Miss  Teresa  A.  L.  Von  Jacob,  daughter  of  Professor  Von  Jacob,  of  the  University 
of  Halle,  a  lady  of  rare  ability  and  scholarship,  whose  writings  and  translations, 
under  the  name  of  *  Talvi,'  are  widely  known  in  this  country  and  in  Europe. 
She  survives  a  husband  who  leaves  also  a  son  and  daughter." 

Mercer  Street  Presbyterian  Church  in  that  city  on  Friday  last.  Dr.  Spring 
offered  prayer,  Chancellor  Ferrers  read  from  the  Scriptures,  and  Dr.  Skmner 
preached  the  Sermon.  Among  the  pall-beareirs  were  Rev.  R,  D.  Hitchcock, 
Kev.  J.  J.  Owen,  and  Rev.  H.  5.  Smith. 
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[  We  vmh  our  readers  to  understand  that  we  cannot  be  held  retpomible  for  the 
opinions  qf  our  contributors  and  correspondeikts.  The  utmost  we  can  do  is  to  keep  m 
tkteful  eye  upon  the  Uterary  character  of  their  communications^  and  to  see  that  they 
do  not  transcend  the  limits  of  fair  criticism  and  lawful  inquiry."] 


THE  EARLIER  CHAPTERS  OF  THE  FIRST  BOOK  OF 

ESDRAS,  AND  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  BOOK  OF  THE  JEWISH 

ANTIQUITIES  OF  JOSEPHUS. 

It  appears  from  the  paper  on  Biblical  Chronology  in  the  October  nnm- 
ber  of  this  Journal,  that  its  author  still  wishes  to  take  refuge  behind 
the  shield  of  the  illustrious  Newton.  He  also  appeals  confidently  to 
those  repositories  of  legendary  fiction,  the  first  book  of  the  Apocryphal 
Esdras,  and  the  notorious  third  chapter^  of  the  eleventh  book  of  the 
Jewish  Antiquities  of  Josephus.  When  Mr.  Bosanquet  tells  us  that 
according  to  his  system  '*  the  books  of  Ezra,  Nehemiah,  Josephus,  and 
Esdras,  may  be  shewn  to  be  con^stent  one  with  the  other,  but  not  other- 
wise;" he  emphatically  pronounces  the  condemnation  of  his  own  view. 
For  the  system  which  can  reconcile  the  authentic  history  of  Ezra  with 
the  silly  tales  of  Josephus  and  the  apocryphal  Esdras  (Ezra),  must 
itself,  from  that  very  circumstance,  be  worthless,  and  full  of  improba* 
bilities  and  inconsistencies. 

It  has  been  already  shewn  that  the  writer  of  the  letter  on  Biblical 
chronology  has  fallen  into  grave  mistakes  in  his  attempts  to  interpret 
Ctesias  and  the  Book  of  Esther.^  And  we  shall  find  that  he  has  erred 
erven  more  seriously  when  he  incorrectly  asserts,  upon  the  supposed 
authority  of  the  notorious  third  chapter  of  the  eleventh  book  of  the 

«  In  Ant,^  xi.,  iii.,  1,  Josephus  seems  to  bave  borrowed,  with  certain  altera- 
tions, the  foUowing  passage  from  the  Book  of  Esther,  "  Now  in  the  first  year 
of  the  king's  reign,  Darius  Hystaspes  feasted  the  rulers  of  the  Medes,  and 
the  princes  of  tl^e  Persians,  and  the  toparchs  of  India  and  Mhiopia,  and  the 
generals  of  the  armies  of  his  hundred  and  twenty-seven provinces.^^  This  empire 
of  hundred  and  twenty-seven  provinces  seems  to  be  identical  with  that  described 
in  Esther  i.  1,  3.  Josephus,  who,  in  the  close  of  the  immediately  preceding 
chapter,  had  made  special  mention  of  the  conquest  of  Egypt  by  Cambyses, 
would  therefore  seem  to  speak,  not  of  the  Arabian  but  rather  of  the  Ethiopian 
(or  African)  Cush.  Mr.  Bosanquet  will  scarcely  venture  to  assert  of  the  one 
hundred  ami  twenty-seven  provinces  of  Darius  Hystaspes,  that  "  they  formed  a 
limited  portion  of  the  vast  Medo-Persian  empire." 

*  Josephus  is  directly  opposed  to  Mr.  Bosanquet  on  the  subject  of  Ahasuerus 
the  husband  of  Esther.  For  {Ant.^  xi.,  vi.,  1)  he  expressly  identifies  this  king 
with  A'Ttaxerxes  Longimanus^  the  son  of  Xerxes,  and  adds,-^-*'  when  Artaxerxes 
had  taken  the  kingdom,  and  set  governors  over  the  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
provinces,  from  mdia  even  unto  Ethiopia.^^  As  Artaxerxes  was  sovereign  of 
Egypt,  we  may  suppose  that  Josephus  deemed  the  Cush  of  the  Book  of  Esther 
to  be  the  African  Ethiopia. 
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Antiquities^  the  late  arrival  of  Zerubbabel,  at  Jerasalem.     Naj,   he  has 

so  far  committed  himself  as  to  pat  the  very  erroneous  statement  in 
italics. 

JosEPHUs.  Mb.  Bosanquet. 

"After  the  slaughter  of  the  Magi,  who  upon  the  " Now  Zerubbabel  was 

death  of  Cambyses,  attained  the  government  of  the  one  of  the   body-guard 

Persians  for  a  year,  those  families  who  were  called  of   Darius,    the   son   of 

the  seven  families  of  the  Persians,  apjK)inted  Darius,  Hystaspes,  and  did  not 

the  son  of  Hystaspes,  to  be  their  king. '  Now  he,  whUe  come   to   Jerusalem    tiU 

he  was  a  private  man,  had  made  a  vow  to  God,  that  if  the  first  year  of  Darius 

he  came  to  be  king,  he  would  send  all  the  vessels  of  as  king  of  Assyria^  (Ezta 

God,  that  were  at  Babylon,  to  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  vi.  22),'  and  Darius  had 

Now  it  so  fell  out,  that  about  this  time  Zorobabel,  promised    him,    that    if 

who  had  been  made  governor  of  the  Jews  that  had  ever  he  should  have  the 

been  in  captivity,  came  to  Darius  fkoh  Jerusalem  ;  kingdom,  that  is  to  say, 

for  there  bad  been  an  ancient  friendship  between  if    ever    he    took    the 

him  and  the  king.      He  was  also,  with  two  others,  throne  of   Babylon,   he 

thought  worthy  to  he  guard  of  the  king's  body;  and  ob-  would    rebuild    Jemsa- 

tained  that  honour  which  he  hoped  for"  (Joseph,  lem"  (Joseph., -4.n*.,  xi., 

Ant,  xi.,  iii.,  1).  iii.,  3,  7). 

I  appeal  to  such  of  your  readers  as  may  look  at  this  (always  except- 
ing your  correspondent,  whose  absorbing  devotion  to  his  own  strange 
theory  of  Bible  chronology  would  perphaps  render  him  a  partial  judge), 
does  not  the  language  of  Josephus  in  the  above  extract  shew  that  this ' 
Jewish  writer  supposed  that  Zerubbabel  had  been  appointed  governor' 
of  the  Jews,  and  had  been  residing  at  Jerusalem  in  the  exercise  of  that 
oiSce  some  time  before  the  son  of  Hystaspes  had  been  raised  to  the 
throne  of  Persia  (to  say  nothing  of  that  of  Babylon  and  Assyria); 
that  there  had  been  a  friendship  of  long  standing  between  Darius  and 
Zerubbabel,  while  the  latter  was  yet  a  private  person;  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  friendship,  Zerubbabel  came  from  Jerusalem  to  Darius, 
about  the  time  in  which  the  latter  was  made  king  of  Persia,  in  the  hope 
of  obtaining  the  royal  patronage  for  the  Jews,  and  the  fulfilment  of  the 
tow'  which  Darius  had  made  while  yet  in  private  life ;  and  that  on  the 

*  *'  What  time  he  was  set  over  the  realm  of  the  Chaldeans"  (Dan.  xi.  1,  2). 

'  Should  the  reader  he  unacquainted  with  the  Book  of  Ezra,  he  might  natu* 
rally  be  led  to  think,  from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  here  referred  to,  that  the 
sacred  writer  supports  Mr.  Bosanquet's  notion,  that  Zerubbahel  did  not  come  to 
Jerusalem  until  Darius  became  king.  If,  however,  he  will  read  the  first  six 
chapters  of  that  book,  he  will  see  that  while  Ezra  agrees  with  Josephus  that 
Zerubhabel  had  been  residing  as  governor  of  the  Jews  at  Jerusalem  before  the 
first  year  of  the  reign  of  Darius,  he  gives  no  countenance  whatever  to  the  tides 
of  Zerubbabel's  journey  to  the  court  of  Darius,  and  of  his  being  made  one  of 
that  king's  body-^uard. 

*  In  Ant,,  XI.,  iii.,  §  7,  the  vow  is  given  at  a  greater  length  than  in  §  1 : — - 
"  Now  this  vow  was  to  rebuild  Jerusalem,  and  to  build  therein  the  temple  of 
Gk)d,  as  '  also  to  restore  the  vessels  which  Nelntchadnezzar  had  pillaged  and  carried 
to  BabyhnJ'^^  But  Ezra  i.  11 ;  Esdras  in  1  Esd.  ii.  14,  15 ;  and  Joseph.,  Ant., 
xi.,  i.,  §  3,  all  unite  in  asserting  that  all  the  sacred  vessels  which  Nebuchadnezzar 
had  carried  away  into  Chaldea,  above  five  thousand  in  number,  were  sent  back 
to  Jerusalem  by  Cyrus  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign  over  Babylon.  This  was  in 
B.C.  536,  according  to  Sir  Isaac  Newton.  This  vow,  therefore,  of  Darius  in  his 
private  life  must  have  been  before  b.c.  536,  in  which  year  he  was,  according  to 
Herodotus,  onXy  fourteen  years  of  age.  Does  not  this  cast  suspicion  on  the  asser- 
tion of  Josephus  and  Esdras  ? 
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arrival  of  Zenibbabel  at  the  cowrt  from  Jerusalem,  of  which  he  was 
dreadj  goyernor,  Darius  made  him  (with  two  others)  one  of  his  body- 
guard ? 

Bat  your  correspondent  may  object  that  1  am  speaking  of  the  first 
year  of  Darius  Hystaspes  as  king  of  Persia,  cir.  B.C.  522,  when  he  waa 
about  twenty-eight  years  old  according  to  Herodotus,  and  little  more 
than  thirty  according  to  Ctesias;  while  he  is  speaking  of  the  first  year 
of  the  same  Darius  Hystaspes  as  king  of  Babylon  and  Assyria,  in  B.C. 
493,  when  he  was  about  fifty-seven  years  old,  according  to  Herodotus, 
and  sixty-two  according  to  Ctesias. 

Bat  does  Josephus  agree  with  your  correspondent  in  supposing  that 
Darius  Hystaspes  did  not  take  the  throne  of  Babylon  and  Assyria  until 
B.C.  493,  about  twenty-nine  years  after  he  had  taken  possession  of  the 
throne  of  Persia.  Assuredly  not.  Josephus  held  that  Cyrus  died 
sovereign  of  Persia  and  Babylon — that  Cambyses  succeeded  his  father; 
and  the  very  fact  of  his  marching  from  Persia  to  Egypt,  shews  that 
Babylon  owned  his  sway;  and  that  after  the  six  years'  reign  of  Cambyses, 
during  the  year  of  Magian  usurpation,  Babylon  belonged  to  the  Persian 
empire.  Accordingly,  when,  upon  the  slaughter  of  the  Magi,  cir.  B.C. 
522,  Darius  was  elected  king  of  Persia,  he  became  also  at  the  same 
time  sovereign  of  Babylon.  So  little  countenance  does  Josephus  give 
to  your  correspondent's  idea,  "that  this  return  of  Zerubbabel  and 
Jeshua  with  the  body  of  captives,  in  the  year  in  which  Darius 
Hystaspes  became  king  of  Babylon,  was  in  the  year  b.c.  493." 

Should  your  correspondent  object,  that  Josephus  nowhere  calls 
Cambyses  king  of  Babylon,  it  must  be  conceded  that  the  objection  cBxi* 
not  be  met  with  a  direct  denial.  The  Jewish  writer,  however,  teaches 
us  that  when  Cambyses  succeeded  to  the  throne  of  his  deceased  father, 
he  became  sovereign  of  Syria,  and  Phoenicia,  of  Moab,  Ammon,  and 
Samaria.  This  afibrds  very  satisfactory  presumptive  evidence  that  he 
was  also  sovereign  of  Babylon,  and  that  this  city  afterwards  submitted 
to  the  Magian  usurpation  under  the  Pseudo-Smerdis. 

To  return  to  Zerubbabel.  Now  if  he  had  been  already  residing  at 
Jerusalem  as  governor  of  Judea  under  a  Persian  king,  before  Darius 
received  the  Persian  kingdom,  we  ask,  who  appointed  the  Jewish  prince 
to  that  office?  Did  the  Magian  usurper?  No.  Did  Cambyses? 
Certainly  not.  It  must  then  have  been  Cyrus  firom  whom  Zerubbabel 
received  his  tepointment.  And,  therefore,  it  must  have  been  under 
Cyrus,  that  "tfe  children  of  the  province  which  went  up  from  Babylon, 
and  came,  a  congregation  of  42,360,  to  Jerusalem  with  Zerubbabel  and 
Jeshua,"  as  is  recorded  in  Ezra  ii.  1,  2,  and  in  verse  64.  When  was 
he  thus  appointed?  In  the  frst  year  of  the  reign  of  Cyrus  as  the  suc- 
cessor of*  Darius  the  Mede  on  the  throne  of  Babylon,  as  we  shall 
immediately  learn  from  Jnt.,  xi.  1,  3. 

Ezra.  Josephus. 

**  In  the  first  year  of  Cyrus,  king  "Cyrus,  in  his  first  year,  sent  back 

of  Babylon,  he  made  a  decree  to      the  vessels  of  Ood,  which   king   Nebu- 

♦  Your  correspondent  may  ohject  that  in  the  extract  from  Josephus,  no  men- 
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build  tins  boose  of  God.  (Let  the 
boase  be  builded,  the  place  where 
they  offered  sacrifices,  and  let  the 
foundations  thereof  be  strongly 
laid ;  the  height  thereof  threescore 
cubitSy  and  the  breadth  threescore 
cubits,  yi.  3).  The  vessels  also 
of  silver  and  gold  of  the  house  of 
God,  which  Nebuchadnezzar  took 
out  of  the  temple  which  was  at 
Jerusalem,  did  Cyrus  deliver  (by 
the  hand  of  Mithredath  the  trea- 
surer, i.  8^  to  one  named  Shesh- 
bazzar,  woom  he  had  made  go- 
vernor,   and   said  to  him,    carry 


cbadnezsar  had  pillaged  out  of  the  tem- 
ple, and  carried  to  Babylon.  So  he  com- 
mitted these  things  to  MUhridatee  the 
trecuurer,  to  be  sent  away  with  an  order 
to  give  them  to  Sandbaeear^  that  he  might 
keep  them  till  the  temple  was  built.  .  .  • 
Cyrus  also  sent  an  epistle  to  the  go- 
vernors that  were  in  Syria,  saying,  *  I 
have  pven  leave  to  as  many  Jews  as 
dwell  m  my  country  as  please,  to  return 
to  their  own  country,  and  to  rebuild 
their  city,  and  to  build  the  temple  of 
God  at  Jerusalem.  I  have  also  sent 
Mithridatest  and  Zorobahel  the  governor 
of  the  Jew8y  that  they  may  lay  the  fonnda- 


these  vessels    to   the    temple    in      tions  of   the  temple^  and  build  it   sixty 


Jerusalem,  and  let  the  house  of 
God  be  builded  in  his  place.  Then 
came  the  same  Sheshbazzar  (with 
them  of  the  captivity  that  were 
brought  up  from  Babylon  unto 
Jerusalem,  i.  11)  and  laid  the 
foundations  of  the  house  of  Grod 
which  was  in  Jersualem  (Ezra  v. 
13,  16).  The  whole  congregation 
together  tocu  forty  and  two  ihou- 
eandj  three  hundred  and  three- 
score" (ii.  64).  "The  hands  of 
Zeruhbahel  have  laid  the  foundaium 
of  this  housej  his  hands  shall  also 


cubits  hight  and  of  the  same  breadth. 
Moreover,  I  have  also  sent  the  vessels 
which  king  Nebuchadnezzar  pillaged  out 
of  the  temple,  and  have  given  them  to 
Mithridates  the  treasurer,  and  Zorobahel 
the  governor  of  the  Jews,  that  they 
may  have  them  carried  to  Jerusalem, 
and  may  restore  them  to  the  temple  of 
God.'  Such  was  the  import  of  this 
epistle  (of  Cyrus).  Now  the  number 
of  those  that  came  of  the  captivity  to 
Jerusalem,  were  forty -two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  sixty -two**  (Ant., 
xi., !.,  1). 


finish  it"  (Zech.  iv.  9). 

In  this  extract  Josephus  applies  to  Sanabassar/  what  Ezra  i.  7»  S, 

tion  at  all  is  made  of  Darius  the  Mode.  This  is  true.  But  in  the  preceding 
book,  we  read,  "  Against  Baltasar  did  Cyrus  king  of  Persia,  and  Darius  Icing  ^ 
Media^  march"  {Ant.y  x.,  xi.,  §  2).  And  again,  "  After  a  little  while  the  city 
was  taken  by  Cyrus  kin^  of  Persia. . . .  But  when  Babylon  was  taken  bj  Dariue, 
and  when  he,  with  his  kinsman  Cyrus,  had  put  an  end  to  the  dominion  of  the 
Babylonians,  he  (Darius)  was  sixty-two  years  of  age.  He  was  the  son  of  Asty- 
ages,  and  hcid  another  name  among  the  Gfreehs.  Moreover,  he  took  Daniel  the 
prophet  with  him  into  Media,  and  honoured  him  very  greatly,  and  kept  him 
with  him  ;•  for  he  was  one  of  the  three  presidents  whom  he  set  over  his  three 
hundred  and  sixty  provinces,  for  into  so  many  did  Darius  part  them  "  (Ant.,  x., 
xi.,  §  4).  Now  Josephus  does  not  say  (as  Daniel  expressly  does)  that  Darius 
took  the  Chaldean  kingdom;  but  this  is  reasonably  implied  when  he  s^, 
"  Babylon  was  taken  by  Darius,  who  "took  Daniel  with  him  into  Media."  For 
Daniel  would  naturally  attach  himself  to  the  king  of  Babylon.  Hence  we  have 
reasonable  ground  for  supposing  that  Josephus  may  be  understood  as  teaching 
us  that  Cyrus  was  the  successor  of  Darius  the  Mede  on  the  throne  of  Babylon. 

/  In  the  earlier  version  of  Lodge,  the  name  is  wHtten  Abassar.  In  the 
Authorized  Version  of  the  Apocrypha  we  have  Sanabassar  with  this  margined 
note:—"  Gr.,  Shashbazar;  the  first  part  of  the  word  is  corruptly  joined  to  the 
word  going  before:*  Diodati  follows  the  Greek,  and  instead  of  Sanabassar  writes 
*  8esba8sar:  Josephus,  however,  seems  to  have  been  puzzled  by  the  name,  fwr 
he  afterwards  writes : — "Cyrus  committed  the  g^fts  and  vessels,  and  whatsoever* 

♦  This  does  not  very  well  agree  with  the  notion  of  the  apocryphal  Esdras, 
that  Cyrus  set  apart  these  vessels,  and  that  some  fifteen  years  afterwards  Darivs, 
finding  them  still  in  Babylon,  sent  them  by  Zerubbabel  to  Jerusalem.  Josephus 
nowhere  countenances  this  blunder  of  Esdras. 
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applies  to  Sheshbazzar,  the  prince  of  Jndah,  and  what  the  apomphal 
Esdras  (1  Esd.  ii.  12)  also  says  of  his  Sesbassar,  governor  of  Judea, 
Ti«M  that  "Cyrus  commanded  the  vessels  of  God,  taken  away  by 
NebuchadnezEar,  to  be  given  through  Mithridates,  the  treasurer  to 
Sanabassar,  to  be  kept  till  the  temple  was  built."  The  Sanabassar  of 
Joseohns  is,  therefore,  in  this  extract  evidently  to  be  identified  with  the 
Sheshbassar  of  Ezra  and  Esdras;  for  the  Jewish  historian  adds  also: — 
"  I  (Cyrus)  have  sent  Mithridatet  and  Zerud6abel  the  governor  of  the 
Jews^  that  they  may  lay  the  foundations  of  the  temple;  and  I  have 
gioem^  the  sacred  vetsela  to  Mithridates  the  treasurer,  and  Zorobabel  the 
governor  of  the  Jews,  that  they  may  have  them  carried  to  Jerusalem.'* 
Nay,  so  deeply  rooted  in  Jewish  tradition  was  the  idea  of  the  sacred 
vessels  having  been  conveyed  to  Jerusalem  by  no  other  governor  than 
Zerubbabel,  that,  when  the  apociyphal  Esdras  makes  them  to  be  carried 
thither  in  the  second  of  Darius,  he  does  not  scruple  to  employ  a  very 
^damsy  fiction,  which  represents  Cyrus  as  only  having  iet  apart  these 
sacred  utensils.  **  He  (Darius)  sent  away  also  (by  Zerubbabel)  aU  the 
vessels  from  Babylon  that  Cyrushad^et  aparf*  (1  Esd.  iv.  57).  Although 
this  apocryphal  writer  had  previously  said,  *^^  all  tie  vetsek  qf  gold 
smd  sUver  which  were  carried  away  were  five  thousand,  four  hundred, 
threescore  and  nine.  These  were  brought  back  by  Sesbassar,  t<^ther 
with  them  of  the  captivity,  from  Babylon  to  Jerusalem"  (Esd.  ii. 
14,  15).  Thus  both  Josephns  and  Esdras  teach  that  the  sacred  vessels 
were  conveyed,  with  a  large  company  of  liberated  Jews,  to  Jerusalem, 
by  the  governor  Zerubbabel.     Hence,  and  from  the  foot-note,  if  the 

Nebuchadnezzar  had  carried  away,  to  Zerubbabel  and  Mithridates,  the  treasnrer, 
and  gave  order  to  have  them  carried  to  Jemsalem ; . . .  and  commanded  Sana- 
bassar to  go  up  to  Jerusalem,  and  to  take  care  of  the  building  of  the  temple, 
who  (Sanabasgar),  on  receiving  that  epistle  from  Cyrus,  came  and  immediately 
laid  its  foundations"  (Ant,  xi.,  iv.,  4).  And  again,  *^  Cyrus  the  king,  in  the  first 
year  of  his  reign,  commanded  that  the  vessels  which  Nebuchadnezzar  had  carried 
to  Babylon,  should  be  restored  to  the  peof^e  of  Jerusalem ;  and  that  the  care  of 
these  things  should  belong  to  >&Ma6aMar,  the  governor  and  president  of  Syria 
PhoBmda,  and  to  his  associates,  that  they  may  not  meddle  with  that  place,  but 
may  permit  the  servants  of  Gk>d,  the  Jews  and  their  rulers,  to  build  the  temple. 
Cyrus  also  ordained  that  they  (Sanabassar  and  his  associates)  should  assist  the 
Jews  in  the  work,  and  pay  tnem  out  of  the  tribute  of  the  country  where  they 
were  ^vernors,  on  account  of  the  sacrifices, . .  .  and  give  all  other  things  that 
the  {>ne8t8  should  suggest  to  them  "  {Ant,,  zi.,  iv.,  6).    Here  Sanabassar  is  a 

5 entile,  and  governor  of  Syria  and  Phcenicia.  In  fact,  Josephus  (or  Pseudo- 
osephus)  has  here  jumhled  together  the  letters  of  Gyrus  (Ezra  v.  12 — 16))  and 
of  liarius  (vi  6,  12),  and  his  Sanabassar  seems  to  stand  not  only  for  the  Shesh- 
buszar,  but  also  for  the  Shethar-boz-nai,  of  Ezra.  At  all  events,  Josenhus  seems 
to  look  upon  Sheahbazzar,  not  as  a  Hebrew,  but  as  a  Persian  or  Chaldean  name. 
We  shall  shortly  notice  the  bearine  of  this  on  the  present  discussion. 

The  apocryphal  Esdras,  according  to  our  Authorized  Version  and  that  of 
Diodati,  in  1  Esd.  v.  6,  makes  Zerubbabel  speak  wise  sentences  before  **  Darius 
king  of  Persia,  in  the  second  year  of  his  reign,  in  the  month  Nisan.''  This,  as 
we  shall  presently  see,  is  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  testimony  of  the  prophet 
Haggai.  And  we  read,  in  1  Esd.  vi.  18,  that  "  Cyrus  delivered  the  holy  vessels 
of  gold  and  silver  to  Zorobabel  and  Sanabassarus  the  ruler."  Even  here,  Esdras 
comd  not  get  rid  of  the  notion  that  Zerubbabel  was  one  of  those  to  whom  Cyrus 
delivered  we  holy  vessels. 

l2 
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reader  will  consult  it,  we  leara  that  both  Josephas  and  Esdras  teach 
that  Cjrus,  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  committed  the  sacred  vessels 
to  Zerubbabel  to  be  conveyed  to  Jerusalem.  If  they  are  correct, 
Sheshbazzar  and  Zerubbabel  are  merely  different  names  of  the  same 
individual.  The  probability  of  this  supposition  is  increased,  if,  as 
Josephus  seemed  to  think,  Sheshbazzar  was  a  Chaldean  or  Persian 
name. 

Mr.  Bosanquet  says,  "  It  is  improbable  that  any  writer  in  a  con- 
tinuous history,  after  naming  the  governor  under  his  title  Sheshbazzar 
(Ezra  i.  11),  should  continue  his  history  a  few  lines  later  under  another 
name  (Ezra  ii.  2)  without  mentioning  their  identity."  It  would  be 
proper  to  mention  the  identity,  if  they  for  whom  the  history  was  writtea 
were  liable  to  fall  into  error  through  omission  of  the  fact.  But  the 
seeming  improbability  vanishes,  if  we  think  that  even  so  late  as  the 
time  in  which  Ezra  compiled  his  work,  the  identity  of  Sheshbazzar  and 
Zerubbabel  was  still  as  much  a  matter  of  notoriety  among  the  Jews  as 
the  identity  of  Belteshazzar  and  Daniel. 

Again,  in  saying  that  Zerubbabel  not  only  conveyed  the  sacred 
Tessels  to  Jerusalem,  having  received  them  from  Cyrus  through  the 
treasurer  Mithridates,  but  that  be  was  also  expressly  commanded  hy 
Cyrus  "  to  lay  the  foundations  of  the  temple,  and  build  it  sixty  cubits 
high  and  of  the  same  breadth,"  Josephus  may  be  understood  as  identi- 
fying Zerubbabel  with  the  Sheshbazzar  of  Ezra  (v.  13,  16),  who  also 
having  received  the  sacred  vessels  from  Mithredath  the  treasurer,  and  a 
command  from  Cyrus  to  go  and  build  the  house  of  God,  •*  came  to 
Jerusalem,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  house  of  God  at  Jerusalem." 
Josephus  would  also  thus  appear  to  identify  Sheshbazzar  with  the 
Zerubbabel  of  whom  the  prophet  Zechariah  writes: — <*  The  hands  of 
Zerubbabel  have  laid  the  foundations  of  this  house.*' 

And  after  all,  must  not  Ezra  too  be  understood  as  identifying 
Zerubbabel  with  Sheshbazzar.  I  will  not  say  that  it  should  be  regarded 
as  decisive  of  the  question  that  such  men  as  Calvin,  Diodati,  Usher, 
Bishop  Newton,  Jahn,  and  certainly  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  have  accepted 
this  identity.  And  how  indeed  could  they  do  otherwise.  It  was  the 
return  of  the  liberated  captives  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  (and  not  any 
supposed  return  in  the  first  or  second  of  Darius),  which  especially 
fulfilled  the  predictions  of  Isaiah  (xliv.  28)  and  Jeremiah  (2  Chron. 
xzxvi.  22;  Ezra  i.  1).  How  should  they  think  it  probable  that  the 
triumphant  fulfilment  of  these  prophecies  should  be  as  it  were  slurred 
over  in  such  a  brief  summary  as  the  following: — "All  these  vessels  did 
Sheshbazzar  bring  up  with  them  of  the  captivity  that  were  brought  up 
from  Babylon  to  Jerusalem,"  while  the  supposed,  not  to  say  imaginary, 
company  which  returned  several  years  after,  in  the  first  or  second  year 
of  Darius,  is  minutely  commemorated  in  the  second  chapter  of  the  Book 
of  Ezra. 

But  I  do  not  mean  to  rest  upon  this  almost  decisive  argument,  as  if 
it  were  altogether  so.     My  appeal  is  to  the  sacred  historian  himself. 

Thoroughly  familiar  as  was  Ezra  with  the  scriptures  of  his  fore- 
fathers, he  could  not  but  be  aware  that, — however  architects  and  lexico- 
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graphers  might  find  it  to  be  professionally  necessary,  in  speaking  of  the 
sacred  edifice,  to  distinguish  between  m  and  Vjri, — in  the  historical  and 
prophetical  writings  of  the  Hebrews,  these  terms  were  not  unfrequently 
regarded  as  nearly  synonymous.  With  the  Chaldee  for  his  native  lan- 
guage, Ezra  wonld  not  find,  whatever  we  may  do,  any  very  perplexing 
diflScolties  in  such  forms  of  expression  as  (MnSt  rr^  m^  rr)  Ezra  v. 
16,  and  {fnSoi^  *Cn«^)  Ezra  vi.  3.  Nor,  perhaps,  is  it  at  M  unlikely 
that  Ezra  would  understand  the  two  following  passages,  as  referring  to 
one  and  the  same  transaction: — 

"  Then  came  this  Sheshbazzar  and  laid  "  The  hands  of  Zerubbabel  have 

the  foundation  of  the  house  of  God  which  laid  the  foundation  of  this  house  ; 

is  in  Jerusalem ;  and  since  that  time  even  his  hands  shall  also  finish  it"  (Zech. 

until  now  hath  it  been  in  building,  and  iv.  9). 
yet  it  is  not  finished  "  (Ezra  v.  16). 

But  let  us  study  both  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of  Ezra's  statements, 
a  method  to  which  it  would  be  well  even  for  learned  and  erudite  critics 
to  pay  more  attention  than  they  sometimes  do,  in  commenting  upon  the 
sacred  Scriptures. 

Let  us  then  begin  by  reading  carefully  Ezra  i.  1,  6.  We  shall  find 
that  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Cyrus  over  Babylon,  the  Lord  so 
**  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  Cyrus,"  as  to  make  him  willing  and  anxious  to 
forward  the  rebuilding  of  the  house  of  God  at  Jerusalem.  We  also 
read  that,  in  thorough  harmony  with  all  this,  on  occasion  of  the  royal 
proclamation  and  invitation,  •*  Then  rose  up  the  chief  of  the  fathers 
of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  and  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  with  all  them 
lohose  spirit  God  had  raised^  to  go  up  to  build  the  house  of  the  Lord 
which  is  in  Jerusalem." 

As  we  read  onward  in  the  history,  all  is  consistent  still.  Cyrus 
causes  to  be  brought  forth  the  ^v^  thousand  four  hundred  vessels  of 
gold  and  silver;  he  orders  that  the  liberated  Jews  may  have  cedar 
trees  from  Lebanon  (iii.  7).  And  as  for  the  Jews  themselves,  we  find 
that  Sheshbazzar,  and  with  him  "  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  Judah  and 
Benjamin,  and  certain  of  the  priests  and  Levites,"  having  received  the 
sacred  vessels,  went  up  with  as  many  of  the  Jews  as  were  willing  to 
accompany  him  from  Babylon  to  Jerusalem. 

And  now  let  us  ask  one  or  two  questions.  Is  it  credible  that,  when 
the  Lord  raised  up  the  spirit  of  Cyrus,  of  Sheshbazzar  the  prince  (or 
governor)  of  Judah,  and  of  the  chief  of  the  fathers  of  Judah  and  Ben- 
jamin, to  rebuild  the  house  of  God  at  Jerusalem,  that  this  divine  in- 
fluence should  have  been  withheld  from  Jeshua  the  high  priest,  the 
lineal  descendant  of  Aaron?  Is  it  not  even  more  incredible  that  when 
Sheshbazzar  the  governor  set  out  on  his  way  to  Jerusalem,  with  the 
five  thousand  four  hundred  sacred  vessels  of  gold  and  silver,  expressly 
to  rebuild  the  house  of  God,  accompanied  by  Hebrews  of  all  classes, 
Jeshua  the  high  priest,  so  deeply  interested  in  all  this,  should  decline 
to  go  up  with  Sheshbazzar  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus,  and  prefer  to 
remain  with  those  of  his  unpatriotic  countrymen  who  could  not  prevail 
upon  themselves  to  abandon  their  comfortable  Chaldean  homes? 

The  same  kind  of  reasoning,  muteUit  mutandis,  will  apply  to  Zeruh- 
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babel.  And  if  we  look  at  Matt.  i.  12  we  sball  be  still  more  coofinned 
in  our  opiDlon,  that  Zerabbabel  led  the  captivity  from  Babylon  in  the 
first  year  of  Cyrus;  and  the  passages  recently  quoted  from  Easra  (v.  16) 
and  Zechariah  (ir.  9)  will  constrain  us  to  identify  Sheshbazzar  with 
Zerubbabel. 

Yet  in  defiance  of  all  this,  Mr.  Bosanquet  says,  **  I  will  now  assume 
for  the  moment "  (and  even  this  short  time  is  too  long  for  so  wild  an 
assumption)  **  the  correctness  of  my  own  mode  of  reckoning  the  chro- 
nology.'' And  a  part  of  this  startling  assumption  is  that  Sheshbazzar, 
as  the  first  governor,  was  the  predecessor  of  Zerubbabel  the  second 
governor,  and  that  the  return  of  Zerubbabel  and  Jeshua  with  the  body 
of  captives  was  in  the  year  b.c.  493,  shortly  after  Darius  Hystaspes 
had  been  made  king  of  Babylon.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Boyal 
Asiatic  Society  will  not  suffer  their  Journal  to  be  again  employed  in  the 
support  of  this  untenable  perversion  of  sacred  and  secular  history. 

Your  correspondent  professes  the  most  profound  admiration,  or 
rather  veneration,  for  the  historical  and  chronological  researches  of  Sir 
Isaac  Newton.  And  what  does  this  illustrious  mathematician  and 
philosopher  say  of  the  time  of  Zerubbabel' s  return?  I  appeal  to  the 
reader:  if  this  great  man  asserts  that  this  was  in  the  first  of  Cyrus,  be 
must  also  be  understood  as  asserting  the  identity  of  Sheshbazzar  with 
Zerubbabel. 

Sib  Isaac  Newton.  Mb.  Bosanquet. 

"  Comparing,  therefore,  the  Books  of  "  The  first  chapter  of  Ezra  refers 

Ezra  and  Nehemiah  together,  the  history  to  the  gcfvernorshtp  of  Sheihbazzar^ 

of  the  Jews  is,  that  they  returned  from  the  second  chapter  to  the  govemor- 

captivity  under  Zerubbabel  in  the  fibst  ship  cf  Zeruhhabel,  .  .  .  Zenibbahel 

OF   Cybus,    dwelt    in    their    cities   until  did  not  come  to  Jerusalem  until  the 

the  seyenth  month,  and  then  coming  to  first  year  of  Darius  Hystaspes  as 

Jerusalem,  they  first  huiU  the  altar  "  (Ezra  king  of  Assyria  and  Babylon. ...  So 

iii.  2),  '*  and  in  the  first  day  of  the  seventh  that  this  return  of  Zerubbabel  and 

began  to  offer  the  daily  burnt-offerings,  Jeshua  with  the  body  of  captives 

and  read  in  the  book  of  the  law,  and  they  was  in  the  year  b.c.  493.  .  .  .  The 

kept  a  solemn  feast,  and  sealed  the  cove-  ^^tr<fchapt6rofEzra(thebuildingof 

nant."  the  altar,  etc.)  refers  not  to  the  time 

of  Cyrus,  hut  to  ^  time  of  Darius.' 

I  do  not,  however,  think  that  Newton  is  justified  in  inferring  so 
confidently  from  the  fact  that  there  was  a  sealing  under  Nehemiah  the 
Tirshatha,  not  earlier  than  the  twentieth  of  Artaxerxes  Longimanus 
B.C.  445,  that  there  had  been  also  a  national  sealing  under  Zerubbabel 
not  earlier  than  the  first  or  second  of  Cyrus  b.c.  536-5. 

It  would  not  be  worth  while  to  pursue  this  subject  any  farther, 
merely  to  confute  your  correspondent's  untenable  improbabilities  and 
inconsistencies.  But  he  has  endeavoured  to  leave  an  impression  upon 
the  mind  of  his  readers  that  Newton,  in  heart,  leaned  strongly  to  his 
theory.  It  may  be,  therefore,  well  to  spend  a  little  more  time  and  ink 
to  shew  that  Newton  would  not  have  been  justified  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  Bosanquet  lays  great  stress  upon  what  he  alleges  to  be  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  temple  and  the  house  of  God.     We  have  already 

^  J.  8.  L.,  October,  T)p.  174,  176. 
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observed  that  in  Ezra  ▼.  16,  and  Zech.  ir.  9,  the  same  word  (ira) 
house  is  employed.  Let  ns  look  at  another  passage  from  Ezra,  and 
compare  it  with  one  from  yonr  correspondent. 

EzBA.  Mb.  Bosavquet. 

"  Now  in  the  second  year  of  their  coming  nnto  the  We    should     **  bo 

house  of  God  at  Jerusalem,  in  the  second  month,  began  aware  of  the  distino- 

Zerubbabel  and  Jeshna,  and  appointed  Lerites  to  set  for-  tion  between   tempU 

ward  the  work  of  the  house  of  the  Lord  (▼.  10). . . .  and    sanctuary,  and 

^nd  when  the  builders  laid  tJie  foundation  of  the  temple  the  AotMtfof  the  Lord, 

ofihe  Lord,  they  set  the  priests  with  their  apparel  with  which  is  wellexempli- 

trumpets ;  they  sang  together  by  course  in  praising  and  fied  in  the  passage : 

giving  thanks  unto  the  Lord  (v.  11). .  .  And  all  the  *  And  brought  out  all 

people  shouted  when  they  praised  the  Lord  because  the  undeanness  that 

the  foundation  of  the  house  of  the  Lord   wat  laid  they  found  in  the  tem- 

(y.  12).    But  many  of  the  priests  that  had  seen  the  pie  of  the  Lord,  into 

first  house  when  the  foundation  of  this  house  wat  laid  the  court  of  the  house 

before  their  eyes,  wept  with  a  loud  voice,  and  many  of  the  Lord"  (2  Chron. 

shouted  for  joy  "  (Ezra  iii.  8, 12).  xxix.  16).* 

I  ha?e  thought  it  fair  to  your  correspondent  to  quote  his  Hebrew 
criticism.  But  the  question  before  us  does  not  call  for  any  enquiry  how 
fiur  his  distinction  may,  or  may  not>  be  well  exemplified  in  2  Chron. 
xxix.  16;  though,  perhaps,  it  may  be  better  exemplified  there  than  in 
the  last  citation  from  Ezra. 

I  venture,  however,  to  assume  that  (as  Newton  undoubtedly  believed) 
it  may  be  safely  inferred  from  this  portion  of  Ezra's  narrative  that  all 
which  is  there  described,  as  the  laying  the  foundation  of  the  temple  of 
the  Lord, — the  laying  of  the  foundation  of  the  kouae  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  laying  of  the  foundation  of  this  house,  was  performed  earhf  in 
the  reign  of  Oyrtu  over  Babyhn,  in  the  second  year  of  the  return  of  the 
liberated  captives  from  Chaldea  to  Judea,— early  in  that  second  year, 
and  under  the  direction  of  Zerubbabel  as  governor,  and  Jeshua  as  high 
priest.  If  we  admit,  with  Newton,  the  correctness  of  this  view,  it  will 
follow  that  what  is  recorded  in  Ezra  iv.  1 — ^3  belongs  to- the  same  period. 

Even  Mr.  Bosanquet  seems  to  concede  that  Ezra  apparently  favours 
this  view.  For  he  writes: — "The  fourth  chapter  of  Ezra,  from  the 
first  to  the  sixth  verse,  refers  also  to  the  days  when  the  temple  was 
rebuilt.  But  it  has  been  commonly  supposed  to  refer  to  the  time 
of  Gyrus,  because  the  enemies  of  the  Jews  are  said  to  have  '  hired 
counsellors  i^ainst  them  to  frustrate  their  purpose,  all  the  days  of 
Cyrus  king  of  Persia;  even  until  the  reign  of  Darius  king  of  Persia.' 
This  is  the  only  passage  which  apparently  favours  the  view  of  your 
correspondent"  (which  is  also  the  view  of  Newton).  "But  Josephus 
considers  the  words  as  referring  to  what  had  been  done  ^formerly  in  the 
days  of  Cyrus'  (Jos.,  Ant.,  xi.,  iv.,  4),  and  this  is  no  doubt  the  proper 
mode  of  turning  the  passage"  («/.  8,  X.,  Oct.,  p.  175). 

The  first  six  verses  of  the  fourth  chapter  have  certainly  been  com- 
monly supposed  to  refer  to  the  time  of  Cyrus.  Usher,  Newton,  Jahn, 
and  others,  have  done  so.  And  the  apocryphal  Esdras,  who  has 
strangely  confounded  together  the  reigns  of  Cyrus  and  Darius,  seems 


*  /.  8,  /y.,  October,  p.  IZl. 
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also  to  have  held  a  similar  opinion.  For  he  writes: — "  So  Zorobabel 
and  Jesus  (Jeshua),  and  the  chiefs  of  the  families  of  Israel,  said  to  the 
enemies  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  we  ourselves  alone  will  build  unto  the 
Lord  of  Israel,  according  as  Cyrus,  the  king  of  the  Persians,  hath  copi- 
manded  us.  But  the  heathen  of  the  land  lying  heavy  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  Judea,  by  their  secret  plots  and  popular  persuaMons  and 
commotions/  hindered  the  building  all  the  time  that  king  Cyrw  lived  : 
so  they  were  hindered  from  building  for  the  space  of  two  years, 
until  the  reign  of  Darius.'*  Your  correspondent,  if  he  prefers  the 
authority  of  Esdras  to  that  of  Herodotus,  Ctesias,  and  Justin,  may 
gather  from  this  quotation,  that  Darius  was  the  immediate  successor  to 
the  throne  of  Persia  when  Cyrus  ceased  to  live.  He  will  hardly,  how- 
ever, be  able  to  prove  from  this  passage  a  proposition  of  which  he  thus 
speaks: — "I  have  affirmed,  and  still  most  confidently  maintain,  that 
Cyrus,  grandson  of  Astyages,  survived  Cambyaea,  and  reigned  concur' 
rently  with  Darius  for  some  yeara"  (J.  S,  L.,  Oct.,  p.  169). 

As  for  Josephus,  I  would  appeal  from  the  fourth  chapter  of  the 
eleventh  book  to  the  first  chapter  of  that  book,  connecting  in  a  con- 
tinuous history  the  last  sentence  of  the  first,  with  the  commencement 
of  the  second  chapter. 

Ezra.  JoflSFHUS. 

"  Now  these  are  the  chfldren  of  "  Such  was  the  import  of  this  epistle  (of 

the  province  that  went  up  out  of  Cyrus,  concerning  Mithridates  and  Zerub- 

the  captivity  . .  .  which  came  with  babel).    Now  the  number  of  them  that 

Zeruhbabel  (ii.  1,  2).    The  whole  came  (with  Zeruhbabel)  out  of  captivity  to 

congregation   together    was  forty  Jerusalem  were  forty-two  thousand  four 

and  two  thousand  three  hundred  hundred  and  sixty-two.    When  the  fbunda- 

and  threescore   (ii.  64).     Now  in  tions  of  the  temple  were  laying,  and  when 

the  second  year  of  their  coming  the  the  Jews  were  very  zealous  about  building 

builders  laid  the  foundation  of  the  it,theneighbouring  nations,  and  especially 

temple  of  the  Lord  (iii.  10).     Now  the  Cutheans,  whom  Shalmaneser,  king 

when  the  adversaries  of  Judah  and  of  Assyria,  had  planted  in  Samaria,  be- 

Benjamin  heard  that  the  children  sought  the  governor  and  those  that  had 

of  the  captivity  builded  the  temple  the  care  of  such  afiairs,  that  they  would 

unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  they  interrupt  the  Jews,  both  in  the  rebuilding 

came  to  Zeruhbabel. . . .  But  Zerub-  of  their  city,  and  in  the  building  of  their 

babel  and  Jeshua,  and  the  chief  <rf  temple.     Now  as  these  men  were  cor- 

the  fathers  of  Israel,  said  to  them,  rupted  by  them  with  money,  they  sold  the 

Ye  have  nothing  to  do  with  us.  Cutheans  their  interest  for  rendering  this 

We  ourselves  wUl  build  unto  the  building  a  slow  and  careless  work ;  for 

Lord  God  of  Israel,  as  king  Cynu  Cyrus,  who  was  busy  about  other  warSy 

'  Thus  both  Esdras  and  Josephus  held  that  the  letter  of  Artaxerzes  (Ezra 
iv.  17,  22)  was  written  before  Darius  became  king.  Josephus  expressly  iden- 
tifies this  Artaxerxes  with  Cambyses,  while  Esdras  seems  to  identify  hun  with 
the  Magian,  the  immediate  predecessor  of  Darius.  Your  correspondent  has  only 
to  consult  1  Esdras  ii.  80,  and  v.  73,  to  see  that  this  apocryphal  writer  believed 
(apparently  according  to  the  generally  received  Jewish  tradition)  that  the  reiflp 
of  the  Artaxerxes  of  Ezra  (iv.  7)  preceded  that  of  Darius.  Josephus  expressly 
says  that  after  the  letter  of  Cambyses  (Artaocerxes) ,  Ezraiv.  17,  22,  "the  works 
were  hindered  from  eoing  on  till  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Darius,  for  nins 
years  more;  for  Cambvses  reined  six  years  (and  the  Magian  one  year")-4wl., 
xi.,  ii.,  §  2,  and  iii.  §  1.  Ih  differing  from  Josephus  and  Esdras,  Newton  seems 
to  reject  the  commonly  received  Jewish  tradition. 
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He  Una  ofFerM  iimth  commanded  knew  nothing  of  all  this ;  and  it  ••  1ii|H 

ns.    Then  the  people  of  the  land  pened  that  when  he  had  led  hta  army 

weakened  the  hands  of  the  people  against  the  Massaget®,  he  ended  his  life, 

of  Judah,  and  tronhled  them  in  But  when  Camhyses,  the  son  of  Cyrus, 

huilding.      And  hired  counsellors  had  taken  the  kingdom,  the  governors  in 

against  them,  to  frustrate  their  pur-  Syria  and  Phcenicia,  and  in  the  countries 

pose,  all  the  days  of  Cyrus  king  of  of  Ammon  and  Moab,  and  Samaria,  wrote 

Persia,    even    until   the  reign  of  an  epistle  to  Cambyses,  whose  contents 

Darius  king  of  Persia"  (Ezra  iv.  were  as  follows:  *To  our  Lord  Cambyses, 

1,  6).  etc.*"  '^AnU,  xL,  ii.,  §  1). 

It  is  plain  that  what  Josepbus  says  of  the  Cutheaos  of  Samaria 
{^^the  people  of  the  landy^  as  Ezra  calls  them),  that  they  besought  the 
governors  and  those  that  had  the  care  of  such  affairs,  that  they  would 
interrupt  the  Jews  in  the  building  of  the  temple  ;  who  (the  governors 
and  their  associates)  being  corrupted  by  the  money  of  the  Cutheans, 
sold  them  their  interest,  etc.;  it  is  plain,  I  say,  that  what  is  here  said 
by  Josepbus  corresponds  to  the  words  of  Ezra,  "  the  people  of  the 
land  (the  Cutheans)  hired  counsellors  against  them  ( the  Jews)  all  the 
days  of  Cyrus  king  of  Fersia.^'  Josepbus  thus  makes  it  manifest  that 
he  believed  that  all  which  Ezra  states  in  the  first  five  verses  of  his 
fourth  chapter  (omitting  the  clause,  **  until  the  reign  of  Darius  ")  took 
place  during  the  reign  of  OyruSy  and  before  the  accession  of  Cambyses^ 
whatever  this  historian  may  seem  to  say  to  the  contrary  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Bosanquet  will  perhaps  ask.  Does  not  Josepbus  assert  {Ant.^ 
iv.  1)  that  which  is  directly  opposed  to  what  he  had  asserted  in  the 
first  chapter  of  the  eleventh  book?  Does  be  not  teach  that,  after  the 
triumphant  return  of  Zerubbabel  and  Jeshua,  in  the  first  year  of  Darius, 
at  the  head  of -^  four  millions  of  Hebrews  (Esdras  gives  the  more  modest 
number  of  forty  thousand),  in  the  seventh  month  after  their  departure 
from  Babylon,  Zerubbabel  built  the*  altar  on  the  same  place  it  had 
been  formerly  built,  that  they  might  offer  the  appointed  sacrifices  upon 

'  If  Mr.  Bosanquet  is  really  correct  in  asserting  that  Ezra  iv.  1,  5  belongs 
to  the  reign  of  Darius  Hystaspes,  how  came  Zerubbabel  and  Jeshua  not  once  to 
mention  the  name  of  this  royal  patron  ?  For,  according  to  your  correspondent, 
Zerubbabel  and  Jeshua,  and  their  company,  came  to  Jerusalem  in  the  first  or 
second  year  of  Darius,  cir.  b.c.  493,  and  under  his  royal  patronage  and  protec- 
tion. The  very  fact  that  the  name  of  Darius  is  not  once  alluded  to  in  Ezra  iv. 
1,  4,  should  of  itself  have  decided  your  correspondent  to  agree  with  Newton  in 
assigning  this  portion  of  Ezra's  narrative  to  the  reign  of  Cyrus.  We  may 
perhaps  have  a  future  opportunity  of  saying  something  further  on  this  subject. 

S  The  serious  difference  between  Josephus  and  Esdras, — the  one  reckoning 
the  Jews  who  returned  as  four  millions,  the  other  as  only  forty  thousand — may  be 
easily  reconciled  on  the  supposition  of  very  great  carelessness  on  the  part  of  tran- 
scril)ers.  Another  discrepancy  may  have  arisen  from  a  similar  cause.  Josephus 
calls  Apame,  "  the  daughter  of  Rabsases  Themasiua^^^  but  Esdras  says  that  her 
father  was  "the  admirable  Bartacus."  This  difference  may  be  reconciled,  at 
least  in  part,  by  supposing  Themasius  to  be  a  transcriber's  error  for  the  adjective 
QcBuiuurioiy  "  wonderfol." 

*  Cyrus  nromised  the  returning  Jews  "  that  he  would  write  to  the  governors 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Judea  to  contribute  to  them  gold  and  silver  for  the 
bailding  of  the  temple,  and  besides  that,  beasts  for  their  sacrifices,  .  .  .  And  when 
they  were  come  thither  .  .  .  they  performed  their  vows  to  God,  and  offered  the 
sacrifices  that  bad  been  accustomed  of  old  time  {Ant,^  xi.,  i.,  §  2,  3). 
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it  to  God,  according  to  the  laws  of  Moses.  Mr.  Bosanquet  ma^r  again 
ask.  Does  not  this  evidently  refer  to  Ezra  iii.  1,  2?  Yes,  evidently'. 
Should,  however,  your  correspondent  proceed  triumphantly  to  ask  once 
more,  And  does  not  this  prove  then  that  the  second  chapter  of  Ezra, 
and  the  earlier  verses  of  the  third,  belong  to  the  second  year  of  Darius 
Hystaspes?  Certainly  not.  It  only  proves  that  Josephus  has  flatly  con- 
tradicted himself,  and,  therefore,  that  he  cannot  reasonably  be  offeodecl 
by  your  correspondent's  having  flatly  contradicted  him  in  asserting,  in 
italics,  that  Zerubbabel  did  not  come  to  Jerusalem,  until  Dsurios 
Hystaspes  became  king  of  Babylon. 

When  a  writer  directly  contradicts  himself,  we  must  judge  as  well 
as  we  may  be  able,  which  statement  to  accept  and  which  to  reject. 
Now,  according  to  the  law  of  Moses,  the  appointed  sacrifices  could  only- 
he  legally  offered  on  the  altar  of  bumt-oflering.  The  law  was  very 
strict  on  this  point.  We  might,  therefore,  reasonably  and  scripturally 
suppose  that  the  Jews  who  returned,  according  to  Josephus,  with 
Zerubbabel  to  the  number  of  forty-two  thousand,  built  an  altar  of  bumt- 
ofi^ering  very  soon  after  their  arrival  in  Judea.  Josephus,  in  the  first 
chapter  of  his  eleventh  book,  must  be  understood  as  taking  this  reason- 
able and  scriptural  view;  and  thus  the  second  and  third  chapters  of 
Ezra  are  to  be  referred  to  a  very  early  period  of  the  reign  of  Cyrus 
over  Babylon. 

On  the  other  hand,  they  who  agree  with  your  correspondent,  will 
have  to  suppose  that,  during  the  whole  of  the  reign  of  Cyrus,  and  during 
the  seven  years  which  Josephus  assigns  to  the  combined  reigns  of 
Cambyses  and  the  Magians,  and  during  the  first  year  of  Darius,  the 
Jews  vvere  satisfied  to  be  without  an  altar  of  bumt-oflering,  and  conse- 
quently that  they  oflered  no  sacrifices  to  God,  according  to  the  law  of 
Moses,  during  the  whole  period  which  elapsed  between  the  close  of  the 
first  year  of  Cyrus,  and  the  second  year  of  Darius.  Is  not  the  mere 
statement  of  tnis  view  enough  to  ensure  its  rejection? 

On  our  view,  it  will  follow  that  what  is  recorded  in  Ezra  iv.  1,  3, 
belongs  to  the  latter  half  of  the  second  year  of  Cyrus,  or  to  the  very 
early  part  of  his  third  year.  Hence  the  tidings  of  the  commencement 
of  the  malignant  interruption  of  the  work  of  the  temple  would  reach 
Daniel  in  the  third  of  Cyrus.  The  unexpected  news  would  be  a  source 
of  deep  disappointment  and  grief  to  the  aged  prophet.  This  may 
assist  us  in  more  clearly  understanding  the  following  event  in  the  his- 
tory of  Daniel: — **  In  the  third  year  of  Cyrus,  king  of  Persia,  a  thing 
was  revealed  unto  Daniel.  ...  In  those  days,  I,  Daniel,  was  mourn- 
ing three  full  weeks.  I  ate  no  pleasant  bread,  neither  came  flesh 
nor  wine  into  my  mouth,  neither  did  I  anoint  myself  at  all,  till  three 
whole  weeks  were  fulfilled  "  (Dan.  x.  1,  3).  We  may  suppose  that  this 
mourning  of  Daniel  was  caused  by  his  having  heard  of  the  opposition  to 
the  rebuilding  of  the  temple  recorded  in  Ezra  iv.  1 — 4. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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BEVELATION  AND  SCIENCE. 

(CoDtiniied  from  YoL  II.,  p.  188.) 

Permit  me  to  continue  my  reply  to  the  reriewer  of  Revelation  and 
Science  with  reference  to  the  name  of  the  Pharaoh  in  whose  reign  the 
Exode  took  place,  a  snbject  of  increasing  interest  from  the  fact  that  the 
recently  discovered  key  to  decipher  the  hieroglyphic  inscriptions  and  the 
hieratic  papyri,  has  confirmed  in  a  variety  of  ways  the  truth  of  the 
Mosaic  record. 

Chronology  must  necessarily  have  much  to  do  in  investigating  such 
a  matter,  and  I  consoled  myself  with  the  thought  that  at  au  events  we 
had  a  fair  starting  point,  viz.,  the  date  of  Solomon's  temple,  b.c.  1014, 
on  which  the  advocates  of  so  many  different  systems  of  chronology,  such 
as  Usher,   Bishop  Lloyd,  the  author  of  the  Biblical  Dates,  Clinton, 
Bunsen,  Essaye  and  Revietos,  etc.,  etc.,  are  in  harmony ;  when  Mr. 
Bosanquet's  letter,  which  appeared  in  the  last  number  of  The  Journal 
of  Sacred  Literature,  dispelled  my  hopes,  and  shewed  me  the  necessity 
of  endeavouring  to  prove  the  correctness  of  the  received  chronology  of 
that  era  as  well  as  of  that  which  is  more  ancient.     I  trust  that  I  do  not 
mbrepresent  Mr.  Bosanquet  when  I  point  out  that  his  warrant  for 
rejecting  the  received  chronology  of  the  first  millenary  b.c,  rests  upon 
his  assumption  of  the  identity  of  **  Darius  the  Mede,  the  son  of  Aha- 
snerus,"'*  vnth  Darius  the  Persian,  the  son  of  Hystaspes.     An  hypo- 
thesis which  he  has  defended  with  great  ability  in  The  Journal  of  Sacred 
Literature;  but  which  I  frankly  own  appears  to  me  still  to  be  as  un- 
tenable as  an  attempt  to  prove  the  identity  of  the  first  and  third  Georges 
of  England.     If  Mr.  Bosanquet  were  to  succeed  in  curtailing  the 
receiv^  chronology  as  he  proposes,  I  apprehend  it  would  be  necessary 
not  only  to  set  aside  the  dates  of  the  great  eras  of  the  eighth  century 
B.C.,  viz.,  those  of  the  Olympiads  of  the  building  of  Rome  and  of 
Nabonassar,  but  also  to  rewrite  the  histories  of  Herodotus,  Xenophon, 
and  Diodorus,  the  canon  of  Ptolemy,  the  fragments  of  Manetho,  and 
the  Parian  marble,  all  of  which  at  present  unite  to  confirm  what  the 
world  has  for  so  many  ages  agreed  to  receive  as  truth. 

Further,  I  gather  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Bosanquet,  which  appeared  in 
the  Jtherueum,  July  26,  1862,  that  he  proposes  to  lower  the  chronology 
of  this  period  by  about  twenty-four  years,  as  he  dates  the  building  of  the 
temple  b.c.  990;  the  birth  of  Christ  B.C.  3  ;  and  contends  that  there 
were  only  "four  hundred  and  ninety  years  or  seventy  weeks  of  years 
from  the*  time  of  the  anointed  prince  (Dan.  is.  25)  to  the  first  year  of 

«  There  is  now  in  the  British  Maseam  a  cylinder  containing  the  name  of  some 
king  of  *'  the  Persian  epoch/'  as  Mr.  Layard  says,  though  he  adds  his  inability  **  to 
decipher  the  names  of  this  king  and  his  father  sati^actorily  "  {Nineveh  and  Babylon, 
pp.  606-7).  I  venture  to  suggest  that  the  words,  which  are  in  the  PhoeDician  cha- 
racters,  may  be  read  according  to  the  alphabet  of  Gesenius,  as  *mm«  na  rmtm  Dm 
^  the  seal  or  sealed  decree  of  Darius,  the  son  of  Artrti  or  Ahasuems."  If  this  be  a 
correct  reading,  we  have  lapidary  proof  of  the  existence  of  *'  Darius  the  Mede  **  as 
distinct  ^m  Darius  Hystaspes. 
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Darius  the  son  of  Ahasuems."  To  this  I  would  reply  that  the  hirth  or 
Christ  cannot  be  dated  b.c.  3,  from  the  simple  fact  of  Herod  the  Great 
having  died  B.C.,  of  which  we  have  sufficient  proof.  Moreover,  as  the 
famous  prophecy  of  Daniel,  to  which  he  refers,  points  distinctly  to  the 
crucifixion  and  not  to  the  hirth  of  Christ,  with  an  interval  of  sixty-nine 
weeks  or  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  years  from  the  time  of  giving  the 
commission  to  rebuild  the  w^i  of  Jerusalem,  until  the  fulfilment  of  the 
prophecy,  and  not  of  four  hundred  and  ninety  years,  it  will  be  seen  that 
Mr.  Bosanquet's  theory  receives  little  aid  from  the  Scripture  which  he 
has  invoked.  The  commission  was  given  to  Nehemiah  by  king 
Artaxerxes  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  as  Neh.  ii.  very  clearly 
shews,  which  must  be  dated  B.C.  455,  and  from  ''the  month  of  Nisan" 
of  that  year  to  the  Passover  of  a.d.  29,  when  the  crucifixion  took  place, 
is  the  required  number  of  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  years.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  know  that  the  idea  entertained  by  Archbishop  Usher  of 
dating  the  commencement  of  Artaxerxes'  reign  nine  years  earlier  than 
the  canon  of  Ptolemy  allows,  grounded  upon  what  Thucydides  says  of 
Themistocles'  flight  to  Persia,  has  been  confirmed  by  hieroglyphic 
inscriptions  in  Egypt,  shewing  that  Artaxerxes  was  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  twelfth  year  of  Xerxes'  reign,  so  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
longer  any  doubt  respecting  that  famous  prophecy  of  Daniel,  so  far  at 
least  as  regards  the  crucifixion. 

Mr.  Bosanquet  seeks  to  confirm  his  chronology  by  an  appeal  to 
Lepsius,  who,  he  says,  in  his  Konigsbuch  der  Alien  JSgypter^  places  the 
first  year  of  Solomon  b.c.  992,  while  a  little  further  on  he  condemns 
the  same  Lepsius  for  proposing  to  "  cut  down  twenty  years  from  the 
reign  of  Manasseh,"  adding  **  no  man  is  more  fully  competent  than  Dr. 
Hiucks  to  shew  the  fallacy  of  this  position*^  (/.  S.  L.,  pp.  167,  169), 
though  this,  or  something  similar,  must  be  adopted  if  Mr.  Bosanquet's 
chronology  be  admitted.  I  have  now  before  me  Lepsius'  Letters  from 
Egypt^  to  which  are  appended  Tables  of  Egyptian  Dynasties,  professedly 
compiled  on  the  authority  of  Bunsen's  JSgyptens  Stelle  and  Lepsius' 
Die  Chronologic  der  jEgypter,  an  earlier  work  than  the  other  one  referred 
to  above.  In  these  tables  the  capture  of  Jerusalem  by  Pharaoh  Shishak 
is  placed  B.C.  970,  and  as  this  occurred  forty-one  years  subsequent  to 
the  building  of  the  temple,  we  may  date  this  latter  event  B.C.  1011 
upon  the  authority  of  Lepsius  himself.  He  appears,  however,  to  have 
revised  his  earlier  opinions,  which  he  had  an  undoubted  right  to  do, 
but  however  much  he  may  admire  the  great  learning,  admirable  skill, 
and  patient  research  of  this  distinguished  German  scholar,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  put  much  faith  in  him  as  a  chronologer  when  any  Biblical  sub- 
ject is  in  dispute;  for,  while  on  the  one  hand,  he  curtails  Scripture  in 
the  most  arbitrary  manner  when  his  purpose  requires  it,  as  e.g.,  he  writes 
in  opposition  to  Moses  that  "  only  c^out  ninety  years  intervened  from  the 
entrance  of  Jacob  to  the  exodus  of  Moses,  and  about  as  much  from  the 
entrance  of  Abraham  into  Canaan  to  Jacobus  exodus  y"**  so,  on  the  other 
hand,  Bunsen,  an  equally  distinguished  German  of  the  same  school, 

''  EgypVs  Place  in  Universal  History,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  492-3. 
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endeavonrs  to  make  out  that  the  children  of  Israel  were  more  than  1430 
ifeara  in  Egypt* 

To  adduce  the  following  authorities,  who  have  worked  out  certain 
important  epochs  based  upon  different  systems  of  chronology,  but  which 
all  harmonize  with  the  received  chronology  in  opposition  to  the  theory 
which  Mr.  Bosanquet  supports.  Accepting  the  date  of  Alexander's 
conquest  of  Egypt  B.C.  332,  on  which  all  agree  as  a  stand  point,  we 
gather  the  following  dates  concerning  the  time  in  dispute. 


B.C. 

455.  The  commencement  of  Daniel's  pro- 
phecy of  the  seventy  weeks  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Ar-*^ 
taxerxes. 

499.  Battle  of  Marathon  when  Darius 
Hystaspes  was  sixty  years  of  age. 


627.  Conquest  of  Egypt  by  Cambyses. 


538.  Babylon  taken  by  Cyrus.  "  Da- 
rius the  Mede,  the  son  of  Aha-- 
suerus/'  sixty-two  years  of  age. 

587.  Fall  of  Jerusalem.  Flight  of  the 
Jews  to  Egypt  in  the  reign  of  Pha- 
raoh-hophra  or  Onaphris. 

610.  Death  of  Josiah.  Capture  of  Jeru- 
salem by  Pharaoh  Necho,  who  car- 
ried king  Jehoahaz  to  Egypt. 

721  The  capture  of  Samaria,  and  depor- 
tation of  the  ten  trihes  of  Israel  in 
the  first  year  of  king  Larf^n. 

976  Capture  of  Jerusalem  by  Pharaoh 
Shishak  in  the  fifth  year  of  king 
Rehoboam. 

1014.  The  building  of  the  temple  m  the  / 
fourth  year  of  king  Solomon.  \ 


Thucydides,  Hist.y  i.,  137,  and  certain 
hieroglyphic  monuments  in  Lepsius'  Deuk^ 
miUer,  iii.,  283. 

Parian  marble,  and  Herodotus,  L,  209,  and 

vii.,  1.  4. 

Dr.  Brugsch,  Higi,  eTEgypte,  p.  264.    Dr. 

Hincks  on  .the  Egyptian  Stele,    TVont. 

R.  T\  A.y  vol.  xix..  p.  52. 

Clinton,  FoiL  HeUen,,  vol.  ii.,  p.  10,  who 

observes  **  both  Herodotus  and  Xenophon 

are  consistent  with  this  date  **  (Dan.  v.  31). 

Clinton,  F.  H.,  i.,  328.     Brugsch,  His. 

d*Egypty   p.  292.     Africanus  from    Ma- 

netho. 

Dr.  Hincks  on  Egyptian  Stde,  p.  52. 
Brugsch,  as  above ;  Africanus,  as  above. 

Sur  H.  Rawlinson  on  the  Assyrian  Canon./ 
UJrt  de  Verifier  Us  Dates  avani  Pire 
Chr^tienne, 

Clinton,  F,  H,y  i.,  320.    Brugsch,  as  above. 

Ussher,  Clinton,  Bunsen,  Brugsch,  Raw- 
linson, Hincks,  etc.,  etc. 


I  Tenture  now  with  some  confidence  to  think  that  the  received  date 
of  the  building  of  Solomon's  temple  may  be  safely  depended  upon, 
and  that  Mr.  Bosanquet  has  been  somewhat  hasty  in  his  '*  prediction 
that  from  henceforth  we  shall  hear  little  more  of  the  old  conventional 
dates  of  Bible  chronology"  (/.  S,  Z.,  October,  p.  167),  especially 
since  his  system  depends  upon  the  identity  of  *' Darius  tlie  Mede 
with  Darius  Hystaspes,  an  hypothesis  which  the  writer  of  the  article 
on  "Darius/*  in  Smith's  Dictionary  of  the  Bible,  has  justly  declared  to 

«  Lepsius'  Letters,  p.  475.  Scripture  says,  four  hundred  and  thirty  years.  Com- 
pare  Exod.  xii.  40  with  Gal.  iii.  16,  17. 

/  Mr.  Bosanquet  here  endeavours  in  his  letter  to  the  AthentBum  to  decry  the 
celebrated  canon  of  Ptolemy,  which  in  this  instance  conclusively  fixes  the  ;date  of 
Sargod's  reign  by  the  lunar  eclipses  in  the  first  and  second  years  of  Merodach-baladan, 
and  which  have  been  verified  by  modem  astronomers.  Sir  H.  Rawlinson  and  Dr. 
Hincks,  though  differing  in  certain  details,  have  been  engaged  in  shewing  how  the 
chronology  deduced  from  the  Assyrian  canon  harmonizes  with  Scripture,  the  Ptolemaic 
canon  and  the  certain  tests  of  modem  astronomical  science.  All  these  are  fatal  to 
Mr.  Bosanquet's  theory. 
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'^rest  on  no  plansible  evidence,  and  may  be  dismissed  at  once"  (Zm. 
Lengerke,  Dim.,  219 jff). 

How  many  years  intervened  between  tbe  Exodus  at  the  building  of 
the  temple?  This  is  the  next  important  Question  to  be  considered 
previous  to  pronouncing  on  the  Pharaoh  who  withstood  Moses.  Oa 
this  point  there  are  two  well-defined  and  distinctly  opposed  systems. 
The  advocates  of  the  longer  chronology,  in  round  terms,  allow  between 
five  and  six  hundred  years  for  that  interval;  the  others  only  about  hidf 
that  period.  Amongst  the  latter  are  to  be  found  the  names  of  very 
eminent  Egyptologers,  such  as  Bunsen,  Lepsius,  Osburn,  the  author  of 
the  Monumental  History  of  Egypt,  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Heath,  and  last,  but 
not  least,  a  lady  who  very  ably  advocated  this  system  in  the  /•  S.  L. 
some  years  ago.  Miss  F.  Corbeaux.  Those  who  accept  the  longer 
chronology  consider  that  the  Pharaoh  of  the  Exode  is  to  be  found 
among  the  kings  of  the  eighteenth  dynasty;  the  other  is  one  of  the 
later  kings  towturds  the  close  of  the  nineteenth  dynasty. 

What  saith  the  Scripture  on  the  subject?  We  read  that  Solomon 
began  to  build  the  temple  ''  in  the  four  hundred  and  eightieth  year 
after  the  children  of  Israel  were  come  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt'* 
(1  Kings  vi.  1).  Now  if  this  were  Scripture,  there  would  be  far 
greater  authority  than  Boma  locuta  for  deciding  on  the  interval  between 
the  Exode  and  the  Temple.  But  we  have  conclusive  evidence  that  the 
])assage  is  an  interpolation  of  the  third  or  fourth  century  of  the  Chris- 
tian era.  For,  1st,  it  does  not  agree  with  the  summation  of  years 
given  in  either  the  Old  or  New  Testament,  and  one  Scripture  cannot 
contradict  another.  2nd.  None  of  the  Jewish  writers,  such  as  Deme- 
trius or  Josephus,  nor  of  the  Christian  writers,  such  as  Theophilus  of 
Antioch,  or  Clement  of  Alexandria,  could  have  known  such  a  passage, 
for  their  chronology  of  that  period  is  essentially  different.  3rd.  Origen, 
probably  the  best  authority  on  the  true  text  which  the  Church  has  ever 
known,  quotes  1  Kings  vi.  1,  as  follows,  <'  They  prepared  stones  and 
timbers  three  years;  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  Solomon's  reign  over 
Israel"  {Com.  in  Joh.).  Had  the  passage  existed  in  the  time  of 
Origen  it  is  impossible  that  he  could  have  quoted  the  verse  with  the 
omission  of  the  most  important  clause.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  Eusebius 
is  the  earliest  authority  who  gives  the  passage  in  dispute;  we  may, 
therefore,  conclude  that  between  the  time  of  Origen  and  Eusebius  it 
had  some  how  or  other  crept  into  the  text. 

Have  we  any  other  authority  for  definitely  deciding  on  the  interval 
which  Scripture  has  omitted  to  do?  1  think  we  have.  Theophilus, 
Bishop  of  Antioch,  in  the  second  centorv,  says,  ''There  is  an  account 
among  the  Tyrian  archives  about  the  building  of  the  temple  in  Jndea, 
which  king  Solomon  built  five  hundred  and  sixtv-six  years  after  the 
Jews  went  out  of  Egypt "  (Theqph.  ad  Autolyc,  iii.,  §  28).  And  that 
Theophilus  means  this  as  the  chronology  of  the  Tyrian  archives  and 
not  of  his  own,  is  very  evident  from  the  fact  that  he  gives  five  hundred 
and  forty-two  years  years  as  his  reckoning  for  that  interval  {Ibid.,  §  28). 
We  know  from  Scripture  the  dose  connexion  which  existed  between  the 
kingdoms  of  Israel  and  Tyre  at  the  time  of  the  building  of  the  tempk, 
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which  may  acooant  for  the  statement  appearing  in  the  lyrian  arehhret 
respecting  the  exact  duration  of  the  interval,  so  well  known  as  it  must 
ha?e  been  to  Solomon  at  that  period  of  Jewish  historj.  Josephus 
sajs  *'  that  there  are  public  writings  among  the  Tyrians,  kepi  with  great 
exactness,  in  which  it  was  recorded  that  the  temple  was  built  by  king 
Solomon  at  Jerusalem  "  (Contr.  ^p.,  i.,  §  17);  but  he  omits  to  quote 
the  number  of  years  which  had  elapsed  from  the  time  of  the  Exode,  as 
Theophilus,  with  greater  candour,  has  done;  which  can  only  be  ao- 
coooted  for  by  supposing  that  Josephus  felt  conscious  it  would  militate 
against  his  own  calculation  as  given  in  the  AntiquUies,  where  he 
observes,  **  Solomon  began  to  build  the  temple  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  years  after  the  Exodus  out  of  Egypt"  (Antiq.,  viii.  Ill,  §  1), 

Let  us  now  consider  how  Scripture  agrees  with  the  Tyrian  archives 
which  give  five  hundred  and  sixty-six  years  as  the  duration  of  time 
fiom  the  Exode  to  the  temple.  As  regards  the  Old  Testament  a  chasm 
oocors  after  the  death  of  Moses.  We  are  not  informed  what  was  the 
doration  of  the  government  of  Joshua,  and  the  elders,  and  of  the 
anarchy  which  followed.  Neither  in  the  New  Testament  have  we  the 
exact  duration  stated  which  we  require,  for  St.  Paul  uses  the  term, 
'*<^(mt  four  hundred  and  fifty  years,''  which  necessarily  implies  a  certain 
latitude  in  calculating  therefrom.  The  harmony,  however,  which  mu^ 
exist  between  them  and  the  Tyrian  archives,  if  the  latter  be  true,  may 
be  thus  stated: — 

OLD  TESTAMENT.  TR8.  TR8.     NEW  TXSTAlfSNT. 

1.  The  Isradites  in  the  wUdernest  40  Exodus  xvi.  35.  40        Acts  xviii.  18. 

2.  Division  of  the  land 1  Joshua  xi.  23.  1 

3.  Rale (tf  the  Judges  331     ..  1  ..«  ("Judges,  a*oi«/  ..„         a.^...^^:  oa 

4.  The  six  servitudr  111     , .  }  ^^^  ^  ^^oyi^n  ^^^        ^^  ^^'  ^• 

5.  Saul's  reign    40 40        Acts  xviii.  21. 

6.  David's  reign 40  1  Kings  ii.  11.  40 

7.  Tlie  fourth  year  ol  Solomon. .  3  1  Kings  vi.  1.  3 

566  566 

Assuming,  therefore,  that  the  interval  from  the  Exode  to  the  temple 
was  exactly  five  hundred  and  sixty-six  years,  the  date  of  the  Exode 
may  be  accurately  computed  as  B.C.  1580,  for  the  building  of  the 
temple  b.c.  1014+566=1580.  The  Pharaoh  of  the  Exode  then 
must  necessarily  be  sought  amongst  the  kings  of  the  eighteenth 
dynasty,  the  commencement  of  which  is  dated  by  Brugsch  (Hist. 
^-%!P^>  p.  290),  as  B.  c.  1706.  Moreover,  this  date  afrords  a  very 
bappj  synchronism  between  the  chronology  of  Scripture  and  of 
Manetho,  whom  Bunsen  lauds  so  much. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  those  who  accept  the  longer 
chronology  for  this  period,  that  Pharaoh  Aahmes,  or  Amosis  as  he  was 
called  by  the  Greeks,  the  conqueror  of  the  Hyksos,  and  the  renewed 
chief  of  the  eighteenth  dynasty  (some  of  whose  relics,  by  the  way,  from 
bis  mother's  tomb  were  exhibited  by  M.  Mariette  at  the  International 
Exhibition  of  last  year)  was  he  whose  accession  is  so  succinetly  de- 
scribed in  Scripture,  "  Now  there  arose  up  a  new  king  over  Egypt 
which  knew  not  Joseph"  (Exod.  i.  8).     This  is  represented  as  having 
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occurred  immediately  after  the  death  of  "Joseph  and  all  his  brethren 
and  all  that  generation."  According  to  Scripture  Joseph's  death  at 
one  hundred  and  ten  years  of  age  occurred  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
years  before  the  Exode,  or  b.c.  1724.  Levi's  death  at  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  years  of  age  may  be  similarly  computed  at  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven  years  berore  the  Exode,  or  b.c.  1707.  As 
Levi  appears  to  have  been  the  laat  of  Jacob's  sons,  whose  age  at  death 
is  specified  in  Scripture,  we  may  fairly  infer  that  he  was  the  last  of  that 
generation.  Now,  according  to  Brugsch,  whose  computation  is  a  com- 
bination of  Manetho  and  the  hieroglyphic-monuments,  the  eighteenth 
dynasty  (before  which  Niebuhr  considers  Egyptian  history  somewhat 
mythical)  commenced  b.c.  1706,  or  the  year  succeeding  the  death  of 
Levi.  I  have  before  quoted  Brugsch,  in  proof  that  Pharaoh  Shishak's 
reign  synchronised  with  the  fifth  year  of  king  Kehoboam  B.C.  976  ;  and 
it  is  with  no  slight  satisfaction  that  I  find  the  same  writer,  whose  chro- 
nology is  based  upon  Manetho  and  the  monuments,  again,  in  accordance 
with  that  of  Scripture,  after  an  interval  of  about  seven  hundred  years. 

Further,  the  recent  discovery  from  a  papyrus  now  in  the  Biblio- 
theque  at  Paris,  and  which  has  been  translated  by  M.  Prisse  d' Avenues,^ 
M.  Chalos,  Mr.  Goodwin,  and  Mr.  Heath,  who  are  all  in  unison  upon 
this  important  point,  leads  us  to  infer  that  in  the  reign  of  the  king  who 
preceded  Amosis,  and  who  was  reigning  at  Memphis  when  Joseph  died, 
the  recognised  definition  of  venerable  old  age  was  at  that  period  de- 
scribed as  one  hundred  and  ten  years.  The  subject  is  too  long  to  be 
treated  fully  here;  but  I  may  mention  that  the  enormous  benefits 
which  Joseph  conferred  upon  Egypt  during  his  life,  and  the  great 
honour  which  was  paid  him  by  the  Egyptians  at  his  death,  would 
naturally  lead  us  to  suppose  that  his  age,  and  not  that  of  his  unknown 
brother  Levi,  though  his  was  greater  still,  would  become  a  proverb 
amongst  the  Egyptians,  as  we  have  satisfactory  proof  it  subsequently 
did.*  Moreover,  this  is  a  satisfactory  reply  to  one  of  Bunsen's  many 
scepticisms,  as  he  only  allows  Joseph  seventy-eight  years,  and  argues 
against  the  possibility  of  his  having  attained  the  age  of  one  hundred  and 
ten,  because  his  great-great-grandchildren  are  not  mentioned  by  Moses 
as  he  thinks  they  ought  to  have  been!* 

There  are  other  proofs,  which  I  have  considered  in  Revelation  and 
Science^  confirmatory  of  the  correctness  of  the  chronology  of  this  period, 
which  requires  that  the  Pharaoh  of  the  Exode  should  be  sought  for,  as  I 
believe  in  the  seventh  king  of  the  eighteenth  dynasty;  but  to  this  the 
advocates  of  the  shorter  chronology  raise  several  objections  which 
demand  a  brief  notice. 

1st.  My  reviewer  states  the  population  of  Egypt  never  exceeded 
8,000,000,  and  if  2,000,000  quitted  Egypt  at  the  time  of  the  Exode, 
the  injury  done  to  Egypt  was  such  that  the  successors  of  the  Pharaoh, 
whom,  I  suppose,  was  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea,  would  never  have  been 

f  Facsimile  d*un  Papyrus  Egyptien,  par  E.  Prisse  d'Avennes,  pi.  xix.,  lines  7,  8. 

*  Parthenon^  No.  XI. — **  Longevity  amongst  the  ancient  Egyptians,  and  a  Record 
of  the  Patriarchal  age,"  by  the  Rev.  D.  J.  Heath. 

*  Egypfs  Place,  iii.  342. 
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able  to  baild  the  monuments  they  did,  and  he  pronounces  it  to  be  a 
"  waste  of  time  "  to  reply  to  such  a  convincing  argument  as  this.  I 
believe  the  reviewer  has  stated  the  population  of  Egypt  much  too  low, 
as  the  description  which  Herodotus  gives  of  the  20,000  towns,  and  the 
testimony  which  Aristotle  bears  to  the  extraordinary  fecundity  of  the 
Egyptian  women,  would  imply  a  much  larger  population  than  he  is  dis- 
posed to  allow.  France,  after  two  periods  in  her  history,  viz.  the  revo- 
cation of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  and  again  after  the  horrors  of  the  reign 
of  terror,  and  the  loss  of  life  consequent  thereon,  affords  a  sufficient 
reply  to  the  strange  argument  of  the  reviewer.  Moreover,  Lepsius,  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  advocates  of  the  shorter  chronology,  considers 
Harnesses  111.  to  have  led  great  armies  into  Asia,  and  to  have  been 
almost  as  great  a  conqueror  as  his  more  noted  ancestor,  Ramesses 
Sesostris,  nearly  fifty  years  qfier  what  he  considers  to  have  been  the 
time  of  the  Exode. 

2nd.  It  is  also  argued  that  no  conquests  could  have  taken  place  in 
Asia  after  the  Israelites  were  settled  in  Canaan  without  some  mention 
of  it  in  Scripture ;  but  this  argument  is  of  little  weight,  if  we  re- 
member that  Scripture  does  not  imply  the  existence  of  any  powerful 
Jewish  kingdom  until  the  time  of  Sad,  or  nearly  five  hundred  years 
after  the  true  date  of  the  Exode.  So  that  the  Asiatic  conquests, 
whether  of  Ameqophis  III.  of  the  eighteenth  dynasty,  or  of  Sethos  I. 
and  of  Ramesses  II.  of  the  nineteenth  dynasty,  or  of  Eamesses  III.  of 
the  twentieth  dynasty,  might  all  have  taken  place  after  the  Israelites 
had  settled  in  Canaan,  without  the  necessity  of  such  conquests  being 
mentioned  in  Scripture.  Farther,  the  well-known  Stelee  of  Ramesses  II., 
near  Beyroot  in  Syria,  described  by  Herodotus,  and  of  which  there  is  a 
fragment  of  the  inscription  containing  the  king's  name  still  visible, 
prove  the  effeminacy  of  the  Canaanites  at  that  time  ;  and  I  cannot  but 
think  that  the  Scripture  record  of  the  hosts  of  *'  the  king  of  Canaan  " 
having  been  subdued  **  by  the  hand  of  a  woman,"  as  it  is  emphatically 
recorded  in  the  book  of  Judges,  affords  another  instance  of  synchronism 
between  the  histories  of  Israel  and  Egypt,  which  the  opponents  of 
Scripture  chronology  would  do  well  to  consider.  It  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  add  that  Deborah  was  judging  Israel  at  the  same  time  that 
Ramesses  II.  was  king  of  Egypt. 

3rd.  It  is  argued,  that  as  the  children  of  Israel  were  compelled  to 
"  build  for  Pharaoh  treasure  cities,  Pithom  and  Raamses  "  (Exod.  i.  1 1), 
therefore  they  must  have  been  in  Egypt  at  the  time  when  Ramasses  I., 
the  head  of  the  nineteenth  dynasty,  was  reigning.  But  those  who  so 
argue)  supposing  we  admit  the  necessity  of  deriving  the  name  of  a  town 
from  some  person,  instead  of  vice  versa,  as  was  the  custom  in  England 
during  the  Norman  rule)  forget  two  things — 1st,  that  the  monuments 
shew  that  a  son  of  Amosis,  the  head  of  the  eighteenth  dynasty,  and 
the  Pharaoh  who  compelled  the  Israelites  to  build  these  treasure  cities, 
had  a  son  who  bore  the  name  of  Ramasses,  as  the  Greeks  would  have 
written  it,  the  name  of  Ra-mes-'  in  hieroglyphics  signifying  **  Son  of  the 

^  Lepsius'  Konigsbuch  der  Alien  jEgyptes  Scutcheon,  320.    M.  Mariette  considers 
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Sun/'  and  derived  probably  from  Heliopolis,  which  Sir  Gardiner  Wilkin- 
son^ shews  was  written  Ei-n-ra,  **  the  abode  of  the  San  ;  "  and  2nd, 
that  nearly  a  hundred  years  before  that  time  the  name  of  Ramesses  was 
known  in  Egypt,  for  it  is  expressly  declared  that  the  land  which 
Pharaoh  gave  to  Jacob  and  his  sons  at  the  time  of  their  immigration 
was  ''the  land  of  Ramesses"  (Gen.  xlvii.  11).  So  that,  according  to 
Bunsen,  who  dates  that  immigration  with  marvellous  exactness  as 
1427^  years  before  the  time  of  the  Exode,^  and  at  the  same  time  only 
allows  three  hundred  years  for  the  interval  between  the  Exode  and  the 
temple,  the  name  Ramesses  was  known  in  Egypt  nearly  three  thousand 
years  before  the  Christian  era  I 

Let  me  now  adduce  the  opinions  of  three  of  the  most  distingqished 
advocates  of  the  shorter  chronology  with  reference  to  the  time  of  the 
Israelites  in  Egypt^  and  the  respective  Pharaohs  with  whom  they  had 
dealings,  in  order  to  shew  that  if  we  could  give  up, the  Scripture  chro- 
nology for  the  interval  between  the  Exode  and  the  temple,  we-  should 
be  more  at  sea  than  ever  with  reference  to  the  point  which  we  are  con- 
sidering, viz.,  the  true  Pharaoh  of  th^  Exode.  Bunsen  and  Lepsius 
may  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  same  school;  and  Osbum,  who 
has  very  fully  investigated  the  matter  in  his  Monumental  History  of 
Egyptt  though  differing  from  them  on  many  points,  is  in  harniony  with 
them,  as  well  as  with  my  reviewer,  in  contending  very  strongly  in 
favour  of  the  shorter  period  between  the  time  of  the  Exode  and  the 
building  of  the  temple. 


Date  of 

The 

The 

From 

Abraham 

The  name 

The 

Pharaoh  who 

Pharaoh  and 

Abrahaaito 

in  Egypt. 

of  the  Pharaoh. 

patron  of  Joseph. 

knew  not  Joseph. 

date  of  tiie  exode. 

Moses,  years. 

Bunsen, 

Melres, 

Sesurtesen  I., 

Tuthmosis  III., 

Manephthah, 

B.C.  2877. 

8th  Dynasty. 

12th  Dynasty. 

18th  Dynasty. 

19th  Dynasty. 
Bx;.  1320. 

1657 

Lepsius. 

Tuthmosis  IV. 

Sethosis  I., 

Ramesses  II., 

Mauephthab, 

B.C.  1600. 

or  his  son  Ame- 

nophis  III. 

18th  Dynasty. 

Acthoes, 

19th  Dynasty. 

19th  Dynasty. 

19th  Dynasty. 
B.0. 1814. 
Sethos  II., 

180 

Osburn, 

Aphophis, 

Rameuses  II., 

19th  Dynasty. 

660 

B.o.cir.2000. 

11th  Dynasty. 

17th  Dynasty. 

19th  Dynasty. 

B.o.  1314. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that,  on  these  six  separate  subjects  connected 
with  the  Israelites  in  Egypt,  of  the  three  advocates  for  the  shorter 
chronology,  who  are  distinguished  for  their  study  of  Egyptology  and 
for  their  prolonged  investigations  of  the  matter  at  issue,  Lepsius  and 
Osburn  agree  on  one  point  only,  and  Lepsius  and  Bunsen  on  another; 
on  the  rest  they  are  wide  as  the  poles  asunder. 

There  are  two  other  points  which  demand  a  brief  notice.  If  the 
Pharaoh  of  the  exode  is  to  be  found  amongst  the  kings  of  the  eighteenth 
dynasty,  it  requires  that  the  patron  of  Joseph  should  be  looked  for 
amongst  the  **  shepherd  kings,"  which  appears  at  first  sight  to  be 
opposed  to  the  declaration  in  Scripture,  that  **  every  shepherd  is  an 
abomination  unto  the  Egyptians,"  Gen.  xlvi.  34.    Believing  that  Osburn 

that  the  father  of  Amosis  was  also  called  king  Rames,  the  hushand  of  qaeen  Aah, 
hotep. 

*    Rawlinson*8  Herod.,  ii.,  §  8  note.      '  Egi/pt*8  Place,  vol.  iv.,  pp.  492-3. 
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.Is  ri^t  in  declaring  tbe  **  shepherd  king  "  Aphophis"*  to  have  been  the 

rron  of  Joseph,  as  Sjneeilus  in  the  eighth  century  says  was  admitted 
^  alU  and  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  prove  at  length  in  Revelation  and 
Science,  we  mav  explain  the  Hebrew  of  Scripture  in  rather  a  different 
sense  from  what  our  English  version  conveys.  Though  the  word 
roshn  undoubtedly  means,  as  it  is  translated,  *^  abomination/'  and  as  it 
is  so  used  in  Gen.  xliii.  32,  of  the  ninety  places  in  which  it  occurs  in 
the  Old  Testament  it  far  more  frequently  signifies  "  idols  "  or  objects  of 
worship,  which  was  necessarily  "  abomination  '*  in  the  sight  of  Jehovah. 
And  it  is  nddier  singular  that  we  find  in  2  Kings  xxiii.  13,  ''when  the 
abondnatiott  *'  or  idolatry  of  the  Zidonians  and  Moabites  is  spoken  of, 
the  Hebrew  word  ^  is  used,  whereas  in  the  same  verse  when  **  the 
abomination  of  the  children  of  Ammon,"  who  were  of  the  same  race  as 
^le  Egyptians,  is  referred  to,  m^^  is  used.  Further,  if  we  take  the 
unpointed  Hebrew  for  oar  guide,  which  is  in  reality  the  only  inspired 
text  of  Scripture^  the  words  yci  mr\  translated  "  shepherd "  mean 
'*  consecrated  goats,"  so  that  the  passage  may  fairly  be  rendered  ''  every 
eonsecrated  goat  is  an  object  of  w(M'ship  or  i^latry  with  the  Egyptians." 
It  needs  no  evidence  to  prove  that  sudi  was  the  case,  fbr  Manetho  is 
sufficient  witness  that  as  early  as  the  time  of  Pharaoh  Ceechos,  the 
second  king  of  the  second  dynasty,  ''  the  bulls  Apis  in  Memphis  and 
Mnevis  in  Heliopolis,  and  the  Mendesian  goat  were  appointed  to  be 
gods."  Thir  rendering  of  Scripture  enables  us  to  reconcile  the  context 
with  the  clause  in  dispute,  which  with  the  usual  translation  is  somewhat 
difficult  to  do;  for  Joseph  prompted  his  brethren  to  tell  Pharaoh  when 
asked  that  their  occupation  had  been  shepherds  or  persons  who  bad  the 
care  of  cattle.  They  did  so  tell  Pharaoh,  in  consequence  of  which  they 
were  appointed  his  shepherds,  and  had  the  best  of  the  land  allotted  to 
them,  which  would  hardly  have  been  the  case  had  the  race  of  shepherds 
been  such  an  "abomination"  in  the  sight  of  the  Egyptians  as  our 
English  version  implies,  and  as  those  who  deny  that  Joseph  was  viceroy 
under  a  shepherd  king  are  compelled  to  assert. 

Further,  the  internal  evidence  of  the  Scripture  account  of  the 
Israelites  in  Egypt  tends  to  shew  that  Thebea  the  ancient  capital  of 
upper  Egypt,  and  during  the  Ilamessian  dynasty  of  the  whole  eduntry, 
did  not  occupy  that  position  either  during  the  vice-royalty  of  Joseph  or 
at  the  time  of  the  Exode.  The  Mosaic  record  and  Manetho  combine 
to  prove  that  the  Israelites  during  their  two  hundred  and  fifteen  years 
sojourn  in  the  country  were  located  in  lower  Egypt,  especially  in  that 

<"  In  Revelation  and  Science  I  have  ideDtified^  upon  the  authority  of  Osburn,  the 
shepherd  king  Aphophis  with  Pepi  of  the  sixth  dynasty.  1  have  been  since  convinced 
that  this  cannot  stand,  as  the  standards,  crown  titles  and  prenomens  of  the  two  are  all 
different.  It  does  not  affect  the  question  at  issue  concerning  Joseph's  patron.  And 
it  is  satisfactory  for  those  who  helieve  Aphophis  to  have  been  the  patron  of  Joseph,  to 
know  that  his  official  and  family  names  in  the  two  usual  cartouches  have  been 
discovered  at  Tanis  (the  Zoan  of  Scripture)  on  an  inscription  on  the  left  shoulder  of  a 
granite  statue  of  Ramesses  the  Great ;  and  the  names  of  this  Pharaoh  are  accompanied 
by  the  following  title,  "  worshipper  of  the  god  Soutech,"  which  deity  was,  as  Brugsch 
justly  remarks,  the  "  sole  object  of  his  worship  to  the  exclusion  of  all  the  other  gods 
of  the  whole  country." 

M  2 
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portion  of  it  termed  the  Delta,  which,  under  the  Hebrew  name  of 
Goshen,  had  originally  been  allotted  to  the  sons  of  Jacob.  This  is  one 
of  many  other  incidental  proofs  that  the  Pharaoh  of  the  exode  is  to  be 
sought  amongst  the  sovereigns  of  the  eighteenth  dynasty  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  Scripture  chronology,  and  not,  as  my  reviewer 
«nd  others  nave  proposed,  three  hundred  years  later  among  the  suc- 
cessors of  Ramesses  the  Great.  B.  W.  Savilk. 

P.S.-«I  have  omitted  to  mention  one  important  argumeot  from 
Scripture  in  favour  of  five  hundred  and  sixty-siic  years  being  the  true 
^interval  from  the  exode  to  the  temple.  Judges  xi.  26  gives  a  period  of 
:  f '  three  hundred  years,"  during  which  Israel  possessed  **  Heshbon  and 
the  cities  of  the  coasts''  before  the  time  when  Jephthah  was  judge. 
•Ckmiputifig  this  from  the  time  of  the  first  servitude  under  Chusan  to 
the  fifth  servitude  under  the  Amonites,  to  which  the  passage  refers,  we 
have  exactfy  three  hundred  complete  or  three  hundred  and  one  current 
years  according  to  the  summation  in  the  book  of  Judges.  Clinton 
CMut,  ffelL,  i.,  314),  who  computes  six  huudred  and  twelve  years  as  the 
duration  from  the  exode  to  the  temple,  conjectures  that  the  passage 
should  be  understood  as  three  hundred  and  forty-seven  years  in  place 
of  << three  hundred,"  on  the  grounds  that  "round  numbers"  are  so 
applied  in  Scripture.  We  have  scarcely  sufficient  warrant  to  adopt  his 
conjecture  here;  and  the  difference  between  the  distinct  statenient  of 
Scripture  and  the  conjecture  amounts  to  the  required  number  of  forty- 
seven  years;  for  612—5662=46  complete,  or  forty-seven  current  years. 
It  is  also  an  incidental  argument  from  Scripture  against  the  advocates 
of  the  German  school,  who  so  unwarrantably  propose  to  curtail  the 
whole  period  from  the  exode  to  the  temple  about  half  its  real  duration. 

As  Mr.  Bosanquet  continues  to  uphold  his  former  opinion  *^  that 
the  Lydo-Median  war  was  terminated  by  the  solar  eclipse  of  B.C.  585 
{J.  S.  L,y  p.  170),  allow  me  to  point  out  in  confirmation  of  Dr.  Hincka's 
statement  of  the  fallacy  of  this  opinion,  that  Professor  Adams's  dis- 
covery respecting  ''the  moon's  secular  acceleration"  requires^  as  he 
himself  informs  me,  an  alteration  of  about  "one  and  half  hours"  in 
the  computation  of  eclipses  as  distant  as  the  one  referred  to  above. 
Mr.  Bosanquet's  conclusion  from  the  eclipse  of  Thales  can  tb^efore  no 
longer  be  sustained. 

Further,  I  would  venture  to  remind  him,  as  he  appears  to  lay  much 
stress  upon  Sir  Isaac  Newton's  chronology,  that  with  reference  to  this 
period  of  history  the  great  mathematician  so  far  from  identifying  Darius 
the  Mede  with  Darius  Hystaspes,  which  may  be  described  as  the 
foundation  of  Mr.  Bosanquet'a  system,  gives  the  chronology  as  follows : 
"  B.C.  538,  Babylon  taken  by  Cyrus.  536,  Cyrus  overcomes  Darius 
the  Mede,  and  translates  the  empire  to  the  Persians.  52^,  Cyrus  dies. 
521,  Darius  the  son  of  Hystaspes  reigns"  (A  Short  Chronicle  by  Sir 
laaac  Newton,  p.  40). 
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NOTES  ON  ROMANS  III.  3—9. 
The  following  notes  on  the  above  passage,  which,  I  am  aware,  was 
commented  upon  not  long  since  in  The  Journal  of  Sacred  Literature^ 
have  been  written  with  no  intention  of  entering  into  controversy,  but 
from  the  persuasion  that  Scriptural  science  may  be  promoted  iiy  the 
mere  exhibition  of  different  and  independent  interpretations  of  difficult 
texts.  The  subject  which  St.  Paul  treats  of  in  this  portion  of  the 
Epistle  commences  with  verse  3,  which  has  no  connection  with  the 
preceding  verse,  as  is  shewn  by  its  beginning  with  a  formola  (Ti  ^ap ;) 
whidi  is  especially  used  to  dismiss  what  goes  before,  either  as  less 
important  than  what  follows,  or  unconnected  with  it,  or  as  being  beside 
the  main  puipose  of  the  writer  ;  and,  generally,  to  denote  a  transition 
to  a  di^r^nt  subject.  The  expression  occurs  in  some  one  of  these 
senses  in  Phil.  i.  16,  and  in  the  following  passages  of  the  Book  of  Job, 
iv.  17,  vi.  5,  vi.  22,  xv.  7,  xvi.  3,  and  xxi.  4.  In  all  the  instances 
from  Job  it  is  followed  by  firj  with  a  question,  as  in  the  passage  before 
us.  Examples  of  the  same  usage  are  met  with  in  the  Greek  Tragedians 
and  in  Xenophon.  In  Cyri  Discipl.,  i.  6,  12  (Ed.  Schneider),  the 
formula  is  put  at  the  commencement  of  a  paragraph  to  introduce  a  new 
subject.  Its  peculiar  force  is  noticed  by  the  commentator  in  a  note  to 
Cyn  DiseipL,  v.  2,  27,  where  riso  several  othfer  instances  are  collected. 
From  a  consideration  of  all  the  cases,  I  am  led  to  take  ti  ^^  ;  at  the 
beginning  of  verse  3,  as  indicating  that  St.  Paul  dismisses  further 
reference  to  the  privileges  of  the  Jews,  and  reverts  to  the  main  subject 
of  the  Epistle,  which,  at  i.  17,  he  announces  to  be  the  doctrine  of 
*'  righteousness  from  faith,'*  htKcuoavvni  etc  iruneto^* 

In  the  first  place,  having  that  doctrine  in  mind,  he  makes  the 
adverse  admission,  el  if'Trtffrtjffdif  Ttve?,  **  if  some  disbelieved."  Here  it 
would  be  altogether  unreasonable  to  say  that  certain  classes  or  indivi- 
duals are  referred  to,  because  no  intelligible  writer  would  in  that  case 
use  the  indefinite  word  nve^,  and  give  no  clue  to  the  reference.  As  we 
inust  suppose  that  St.  Paul  was  understood  by  those  to  whom  he  wrote, 
the  sentence  can  have  no  meaning  which  is  not  fully  conveyed  by  the 
terms  employed.  Now  this  will  be  the  case  if  we  take  it  in  the  general 
acceptation,  "  if,  as  matter  of  fact,  unbelief  has  existed ;"  for  the  fact 
is  sufificiently  established  if  some, — no  matter  who,  or  how  many, — at 
some  time  disbelieved.  This  view  accounts  for  the  aorist  ijirunrfaav. 
After  the  admission,  the  Apostle  goes  on  to  ask,  '<  shall  their  unbelief 
make  the  faithfulness  of  God  of  none  effect  ?"  It  may  be  mainUined 
that  wifTTiv  should  here  be  translated  "  faithfhlness,"  on  the  ground 
thai  the  faith  of  man  and  the  faithfulness  of  God  are  so  related  that 
the  latter  is  the  fouadation  of  the  former.  When  anything  rests,  it 
^must  have  something  to  rest  upon.  Consequently,  in  the  absence  of 
faith,  the  faithfulness  of  God  would  seem  to  be  inoperative.  This  may 
be  taken  to  be  the  reason  for  the  question.  Shall  man's  unbelief  make 
God's  faithfulness  without  effect  ? 

That  question  is  answered  in  verse  4,  as  follows  :  **  Not  so  :  let 
God  be  true  [as  being  faithful],  and  every  man  a  liar  [as  being  without 
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faith],  that,  as  it  is  written,  thou  mightest  be  justified  in  thy  sajnigs, 
and  mightest  overcome  when  thou  contendest  in  judgment.''  In  this 
argument,  it  is  assumed  that  sin  is  necessarily  the  consequence  of 
unbelief,  or,  as  is  elsewhere  said,  that  "  whate?er  is  not  of  faith  is  sin.'* 
The  being  a  **  liar "  is  specified,  because  it  is  the  opposite  to  bnng 
"true;"  but  the  succeeding  part  of  the  sentence  shewft  that  sin  ia 
general  is  meant.  Now,  with  respect  to  thi»  part,  which  is  quoted 
from  Psalm  li.  4,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  both  from  the  context  in  the 
Psalm,  and  from  the  application  here  made  hj  St.  Paul,  that  it  omtiuiift 
distinctly  the  assertion  that  a  condition  of  thrags  in  whieh  mau  is  mial 
and  Goa  is  faithful,  was  antecedently  ordered  for  the  express  purpose 
of  manifesting  the  righteousness  of  God  and  making  it  an  obfertire 
reality.  A  judicial  proceeding,  in  which  man  is  conoerned,  must  seeds 
receive  an  outward  manifestation.  And,  accordingly,  we  find  here  terms 
employed  which  are  rendered  intelligible  by  the  proceedings  of  baman 
courts  of  justice.  In  the  English  version  of  the  Psalms,  we  have 
"  when  thou  iudgest  "  corresponding  to  cV  rtf  Kpiv€^rO€u  ae  in  the  Sep^ 
tuagint,  which  expression,  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  is  translated, 
"  when  thou  art  judged."  But  the  middle  verb  Kp^tfetrOtu  is  used  with 
reference  to  two  parties  in  a  suit  at  law,  between  whom  a  question  of 
right  is  to  be  decided;  and  that  this  is  the  signification  in  the  present 
passage  is  clear  from  the  verb  viK^tnj^,.  **  that  thou  mightest  cvercmne,** 
For  this  reason,  I  have  given  the'  translation,  '*  when  thou  contend- 
est in  judgment,"  this  rendering  being  also  supported  by  the  sense  of 
t/9  6  Kpipofiepov  fioi  in  Isaiah  1.  8,  corresponding  to  which,  in  the  Bngliah 
version,  we  have,  "  Who  will  contend  with  me  ?"  That  the  argument 
of  the  Apostle  up  to  this  point  has  been  correctly  represented,  will 
become  more  apparent  after  the  discussion  of  verse  5,  to  which  I  now 
proceed. 

Verse  5  admits  of  the  followic^  translation  :  "  But  if  ourunri^teoas- 
ness  constitutes  the  righteousness  of  God,  what  shaM  we  say  ?  Is  God 
unrighteous  in  inflicting  punishment  ?"  The  expressi^m  «  iri^pitm 
opjrfp,  is  literally  "who  inflicts  anger,"  the  moving  cause  "wiger" 
being  put  for  the  eflect  **  punishment."  The  translation  of  avpimti^*, 
by  *'  constitutes,"  keeps  close  to  the  original  meaning  of  the  word,  and 
on  that  account  is  to  be  preferred  to  "  commends,"  which,  being  a  par- 
ticular sense,  remote  from  the  primitive  signification,  could  scareely 
have  any  application  in  so  abstract  and  general  an  argument  as  this. 
Besides  which,  the  first  clause  of  this  verse  is  clearly  a  repetition,  ia 
diiferent  terms,  of  the  condusion  drawn  in  the  preceding  verse ;  add 
that  (conclusion,  as  we  have  seen,  is,  that  the  sinfulness  of  man  is  « 
necessary  antecedent  of  the  manifestation  of  the  righteousness  of  Gk>d* 
It  is  true  that  the  term  employed  is  <*oonslitutes,"  and  not  ^*  mani- 
fests;" but  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  consideration  tfai^ 
righteousness,  being  essentially  objective,  is  constituted  by  external 
manifestation.  The  purpose  of  St.  Paul,  in  adducing  the  previous  con- 
clusion, is  to  remove  a  difficulty  which  it  obviously  raises,  and  which 
every  one  who  feels  the  interest  that  ought  to  be  felt  in  these  matters, 
will  desire  to  see  cleared  up.  If  man's  sin  constitutes  God's  righteous- 
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nessy  it  may  well  be  asked,  is  there  not  ii^vttioe  in  pnnisbing  us  for  oar 
«Bs  ?  Tlie  aii^ver  given  bj  tbe  Apostle  to  this  question  demands 
close  consideration. 

He  distinctly  denies  (verse  6)  the  inference,  after  interposing  xata 
avBptfirov  Xdf^ax,  to  indicate  the  ground  of  his  denial,  the  context  sbew- 
ii^  that  these  words  refer  to  wbAt  follows,  and  not  to  the  terms  of  the 
preceding  question.  T^e  meaning  of  that  expression,  as  gathered  from 
Qses  of  it  in  other  instances,  is,  "I  speak  according  to  human  experience 
and  oommon  understanding ;"  and  its  applicability  here  is  obvious  from 
the  reply  ^ven  to  the  proposed  question  :  *'  Not  so  :  otherwise  [that  is, 
without  justly  inflicting  punishment]  how  shall  God  judge  the  world  V* 
The  ibree  of  this  answer  depends  on  the  fact  that  from  our  own  know- 
led^  and  experience  we  can  pronounce  that  judging  would  be  a  thins 
of  QQD^t,  if  the  judge  had  not  Uie  right  and  the  power  to  award 
ponidmeftt.  It  is  often  not  sufficiently  considered  that  instruction 
respeeting  the  events  of  the  world  to  come  can  be  given  only  in  terms 
drawn  from  the  &cts  and  experience  of  the  present  life ; — that,  for 
instance,  we  could  not  be  told  of  the  future  judgment  of  the  world, 
unless  we  had  known  what  judgment  is  by  present  experience.  It  has 
been  ordered  in  the  "manifold  wisdom"  of  God,  that  while  human 
judgments  are  necessary  for  the  well-being  of  society,  they,  at  the  same 
time,  answer  that  special  purpose  relative  to  our  future  destiny.  And 
this  being  the  case,  it  is  wholly  impossible  that  the  future  judgment 
can,  in  any  essentaal  partieular>  be  diverse  from  judgment  as  now  com- 
monly understood. 

1m  jKJkiition  to  the  above  considerations,  there  are  others  that  must 
be  entered  into  before  the  import  of  St.  Paul's  reference  in  this  answer 
to  the  ''judgment  of  the  world,"  and  its  bearing  on  the  subsequent 
reasoning,  can  be  fully  comprehended.  It  has  been  argued  above  that 
there  cannot  be  in  e«^nce  any  difference  between  human  judgments 
and  the  divine  judgments.  But  there  is  this  cirpumstantial  difiPerence,. 
that  while  human  judgments  must  be  frequent  and  continual  to  answer 
their  purposes  in  this  life,  the  judgment  of  the  whole  world,  as  we 
learn  nrom  Scripture,  takes  place  once  for  all,  and  is  not  repeated.  In 
the  £(Mstle  to  the  Hebrews  (vi.  2),  we  meet  with  the  expression  icptfia 
aiwffwv,  ''  eternal  judgment,"  from  which  it  must  not  be  inferred  that 
the  aet  of  judging  goes  on  eternally  and  never  ceases,  but  that  the  ^ect 
of  ike  great  judgment  is  everlasting.  But  what  is  that  effect  ?  In 
answering  this  question,  which  it  is  necessary  to  do  before  proceeding 
to  the  next  step  of  the  Apostle's  reasoning,  we  shall  be  justified  in 
employing,  as  beforei,^  the  argument  Kara  ayOpunov.  Now,  respecting 
human  {tribunals,  we  know  that  their  proper  and  essential  purpose  is,  to 
seardbtout'the,  truth  of  matters  and  make  right  prevail.  In  virtue, 
then,  of  that  argument^  we  may  assert  that  the  divine  judgment  cannot 
in  this  particular  be  diflerent ; — that  its  end  must  be  to  establish  truth 
and  ''bring  in  everlasting  righteousness."  Since  the  Scriptures  say, 
"  When  Thy  judgments  are  in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world 
will  learn  righteousness,"  (Isaiah  xxvi,  9),  we  have  the  right  to  con- 
cludie  that  such  is  the  purpose  of  God's  judgments  wherever  and 
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whenever  they  are  unfolded  in  human  experience.  We  have  evidence 
in  Psalms  xcvi.,  xcvii.,  and  xoviil.,  that  the  faiithfu]  in  ancient  dajs 
expressed  with  exaltation  and  joy  their  expectation  of  the  estahlishment 
of  truth  and  justice  by  the  fnture  judgment,  and  song  of  the  glory  a^ 
honour  that  would  thereby  redound  to  the  coming  Judge.  When  St. 
Paul  annonnced  to  the  Atfaeniaud  that  '^  God  had  appointed  a  day  in 
which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness,"  did  he  not  intend  i# 
preach  a  gospel  to  them  ? 

I  anticipate  that  an  objectioif  may  be  m^i^  to  the  nbove  eicpkimition, 
on  the  ground  that  our  Lord  speaks  of  those  *' who  go  aws^  into  eternal 
punishment  {Koka<nv  Mviop,  Matt.  xxv.  46),  while  the  righteous  go 
into  eternal  life."  But  the  doctrine  that  righteousness  b  a  neeessaay 
condition  of  eternal  life,  is  clearly  consistent  with  the  teaching  of  St. 
Paul,  that  punishment  is  necessary  to  give  effect  to  righteous  judgment. 
Since,  as  we  have  seen,  the  epithet  ''eternal"  is  applied  to  the  judg- 
ment, not  as  being  such  in  act,  but  as  having  the  effect  of  establishing 
righteousness  for  ever,  for  the  san^  reason  it  n  applied  to  the  pimish* 
ment,  which  gives  it  that  effect.  Here,  also,  the  argument  Ka-m  utfOpuyirotr 
.  comes  in  in  full  force.  The  magistrate  wields  the  sword  of  justice 
"  not  in  vain,"  but  for  the  good  of  society.  The  parent  corrects  with 
the  rod  for  the  good  of  the  child.  Punishment  is  for  amendment.  All 
punishment,  wljether  inflicted  by  the  state  or  the  individual,  is  ibr  ft 
purpose.  It  is  not  an  end,  but  means  to  an  end.  Whatever  is  properly 
punishment  is  such,  and  whatever  is  not  such  is  not  punishment;  but 
should  be  called  by  another  name.  We  are  not  required  to  regard 
pnnishment  of  any  kind  as  being  different  in  essence  from  what  it  is 
shewn  to  be  by  common  experience.  On  the  contrary.  Scripture'  is 
expressly  written  for  those  who  make  use  of  the  evidence  of  the  sehser. 
They  who  do  not  so,  who,  as  our  Lord  said,  *'  have  eye.s  and  see  not^ 
ears  and  hear  not,  and  have  not  hearts  to  understand,"  justly  lall  into 
condemnation. 

All  that  is  said  above  applies  equally  to  the  expression  Oav^voi 
atwvio9f  simply  for  the  reason  that  death  mast  be  regarded  as  punish- 
ment for  sin.  Unless  the  epithet  altavio^,  signifying  duration,  refers 
to  an  after  effect,  it  is  not  applicable  to  death,  which,  ias  an  objective 
reality,  occurs  at  once, — in  a  moment  of  time.  Moreover,  whatever  is 
properly  called  death,  cannot  in  essence  and  end  differ  from  natural 
death,  by  which  alone  we  have  anjr  idea  of  death.  But  respecting 
natural  death,  we  have  this  declaration  by  St.  Paul:  **  He  that  is  dead 
is  justified  from  sin"  (Rom.  vi.  7);  and  again,  St.  Peter  ^ys,  *'He 
that  has  suffered  iu  the  flesh,  has  ceased  from  sin"  (I  Peter  iv.  I). 
Here  we  have  it  plainly  declared  that  the  effect  of  the  punishment  of 
sin  by  suffering  and  death  is  exemption  from  sin;  and  the  same  effect 
must' be  attributed  to  death  of  every  form  and  shape,  this  m«y  to  eter- 
nal life  being  consecrated  by  thd  sacrifice  of  the  Son  of  6od,  which 
shewed  that  in  no  other  way  can  the  moral  nature  of  man  be  perfected. 
It  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  expression  "eternal  death"  is  nowhere 
to  be  found  in  the  canonical  Scriptures.  There  is,  however,  an  instance 
of  it  in  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas,  where  it  occurs  in  the  folio  wing 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1863.]  Notes  m  Romans  ill  S— 9.  169 

sentence,  o^ot  rw  Oavawv  aimviov  fieik  tifUDpU^^  **  the  way  of  eternal 
death  with  punishment*'  (Ep.  sect.  xz).  Its  being  found  in  so  early  a 
Christian  writing,  I  r^ard  as  suffideut  evidence  of  its  having  apostolic 
anthority.  Frooa  the  foregoing  considerations  we  may  now  proceed  to 
the  discussion  of  the  next  two  verses. 

Verse  7  commences  io  some  MSS.  with  Ei  ^6  and  in  others  with 
£<  7«f,  whi^  is  the  reading  commonly  adopted.  The  tenor  of  the 
apostle's  argument,  according  to  the  view  I  have  taken  of  it,  better 
agrees  with  the ,  former  than  with  the  other  reading,  because  there 
appears  to  be  a  transition  here  from  what  has  respect  to  the  world  in 
general  to  what  concerns  the  faithful  in  particular.  I  would,  therefore, 
translate :  '*  Now  if  the  truth  of  God  has  abounded  in  my  lie  to  his 
glory,  why  yet  am  even  I  {kj^)  judged  as  a  sinner  ?"  Here  again,  as 
in  verse  5,  the  preceding  conclusion  is  repeated  in  different  words  for 
th^  sake  of  raising  npon  it  another  question.  It  is  assumed  to  be 
sufficiently  shewn  by  the  previous  arguments  that  the  truth  of  God 
is  evinced  by  the  untruthfulness  of  man,  and  made  to  abound  to  his 
glory  in  the  future  judgment  of  the  world.  But  it  should  be  observed 
that  the  antecedent  reasoning  establishes  this  doctrine  on  perfectly 
general  grounds  and  without  limitation;  and  that,  consequently,  the 
apostle  legitimately  takes  it  as  inclusive  of  himself,  and  uses  the  first 
person  in  order  to  gix^e  distinctness  to  the  question  he  next  proposes. 
He  asks,  if  this  be  the  general  law»  so  that  sm  in  myself  as  in  others, 
contributes  to  God's  glory,  why  is  there  no  exception  in  regard  to  the 
judgment?  Why  am  even  I,  who  have  received  grace  from  God, 
judged  as  a  sinner  ?  The  transition  from  the  first  person  singular  in 
terse  7  to  the  first  person  plaral  (in  watn^tDfjuev)  in  verse  8,  proves  that 
St.  Paul  is  here  speaking  oS  himself  only  as  being  one  of  the  class  to 
whom  the  epistle  is  written  who  in  chap.  i.  7  are  addressed  as  ''be- 
loved of  God,  called  to  be  saints;"  or  rather,  as  one  of  the  whole  body 
of  Christian  teachers  and  believers.  Consequently,  he  here  raises  the 
important  question.  Why  are  the  elect  of  Grod  judged  as  sinners  ?  Of 
(»mrse  being  judged  as  sinners  involves  penalty  and  punishment,  other- 
wise the  judgment  would  be  of  no  avail.  This  doctrine  is  distinctly 
taught  by  St.  Paul  in  2  Cor.  v.  10:  "We  must  all  be  made  manifest 
before  the  judgment^seat  of  Christ,  that  each  may  receive  the  things 
done  through  the  body,  according  to  the  things  which  he  did,  whether 
it  were  good  or  bad."  And  again  in  1  Cor.  iv.  11 — 15:  *•  Other 
Ibundation  can  no  man  lay  than  that  which  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus 
Christ.  Now  if  any  man  build  upon  this  foundation,  gold,  silver, 
precious  stones :  wood,  hay,  stubble ;  each  man's  work  shall  become 
manifest;  for  the  day  shall  shew  it,  because  it  is  revealed  in  fire; 
and  each  man's  work  of  what  sort  it  is,  the  fire  itself  shall  try.  If  any 
man's  work  which  he  b«iUt  remain,  he  shall  receive  reward :  if  any 
man's  work  be  burned,  he  shall  suffer  penalty  {^9ifiw^0fi4T€Tm)\  but  him- 
self shall  be  saved,  yet  so  as  by  fire."  The  foregomg  translations  are 
nearly  those  of  Alford.  These  texts  suffice  to  prove  that  St.  Paul 
taught  that  all  the  faithful,  himself  included,  will  hereafter  be  judged 
according  to  their  works,  and  suffer  penal  consequences  of  their  sins,* to 
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purify  them  and  make  them  perfect.  Bat  there  is  this  great  diftreooe 
between  them  and  the  rest  of  maiikiod»  that  they  do  not  auffer  the 
extresie  penalty  of  law,  which  is  death:  they  are  not  '*  hart  of  the 
second  death*'  (Ber.  ii.  11).  The  word  whi<m  expresses  their  p«aiah- 
ment  is  ^ff/nia  not  Odvarro^^  It  is  not,  however,  with  reference  to  tJie 
end  of  ju(%ment,  which  was  before  admitted  to  be  the  esti^Ushment  of 
rigfateootness  for  the  ^ory  of  God,  but  with .  reference  to  the  spedal 
reason  forjudging  the  elect;  that  the  apostle  puts  the  qoestioa,  jis  we 
shall  presently  see  by  his  answer*  Belone  giviag  the  answer,  headda 
another  question  (in  ver.  8),  which  must  first  reoeiTe  consideration. 

I  propose  the  following  translation  of  rerae  8,  as  being  the  only 
one  which  suits  the  prenoua  ezplanaticms:  ''And  why  is  it  not  aa  we 
are  blaaphemed  and  as  some  assert  that  we  say,  that  we  should  da  the 
evil  things,  that  the  good  things  of  which  the  jodgmeni  is  just.m^ 
come.*'  The  purj  at  tb^  beginning  of  the  verse  shews  that  thia  is  a  d&^ 
pendent  sentence  in  which  the  preceding  interrogatioa  is  to  be  carried 
on,  which  circumstance,  with  the  occurrence  of  oTt  before  iroi^ffm^f^^^ 
justifies  the  above  translation  of  xal  pirf.  The  Greek  of  the  latter 
part  o£  the  verse  is,  iva  €\(hf  na  a/r/aOa  wr  to  Kpi/uteu  ivhiKoP  itrri.  The. 
sei»e  usually  given  to  ic/>i)M.'in  the  last  clause  is  '<«ondemnation,"  4Ra 
if  it  were  Karaxpt/Mi.  This  is  simply  a  violent  wresting  of  the  me^iH 
ing  of  the  word  to  escape  from  the  consequence  of  putting  a  note  of 
interrogi^oQ  after  070^0,  which  has  tite  efiect  of  making  the  proper. 
sense  of  jcpifta  inapplicable^  I  have  no  doubt  that  tbrts  owafudion 
has  arisen  from  a  misapprehension  of  the  apostle's  argumeat.  The. 
explanatiotts  above  given  of  Texses  4  and  5  being  admitted,  it  will  he 
seen  that  we  have  here  reference  to  a  perverse  inference  drawn  ^om  the 
doctriAd  that  the  order  of  God^s  government  *  is  sin,  judg!Ment,  righte- 
ousness. Gainsayers  seem  to  have  said  thai  this  :wa8  to  teach^.  thfti 
sin  might  be  cpmmittedin  order  that  tighteou6oess  might  come.  To 
acoount  for  the  expression  re  Kpip.a  tBv  Je^aBitv^  I  remark  that  in  Psi^m 
cxix.  7  we  have,  to  xpipkara  rfjt  ^^aioavni^.  Now  if  we  take  into  ao-. . 
count  that  according  to  the  primitive  apostolic  teaching  righteousness  ia 
that  ''unspeakable  gift"  (2  Cor.  is.  15)»  by  whiohtbe  company  of  the 
faithful  become  "heirs  of  God,  and  joint-heirs  with.  Christ;"  that  it 
constitutes  the  perfoction  of  their  ntoral  nature,  and  makes  tben^  "  par- 
takers of  the  Divine  nature;"  that  iit  is  ooasaquently^the  summum 
bonum  of  andent  philosophy,  and  a  necessary  condition  of  immortality, 
it  v»U  be  sufficiently  evident  why  to  aytuda  in  the  above  aentenee  is  put 
for  BtKatoifvv^,  This  inteipretation  being  admitted,:  the  purport  of  ithe 
second  question- becomes  clear,  and  it  will  be  seen  to  beone<tWhi<^pre-. 
sents  a  difficulty  that  requisea  to  be  answered.  It  remuns  oow  onlyte 
consider  in  what  manner  St.  Paul  answers  the  two  questions. .      : . 

The  answer  to  the  first  question  oonumencea  at  versed  with  the 
words,  "What  the^7  do  we  d^nd  oarselves  ?"  This  anlddle stgnifi' 
cation  of  vpo^xofieOa,  which  is  of  classic  usage,  applies  here  in  ttie 
sense,  "Do  we  allege  any  reasons  why  we  should  not  be  judged  as 
sinnera?"  The  apostle  replies,  "No,  by  no  means,  for  we  before 
proved  \i,  e.,  in  chapters  i.  and  ii.J  both  Jews'  and  Grentika  to  be  all 
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f      under  sin/*     And  then  not  sto^ns  at  the  oondusion  from  the  former 
argament  that  there  is  no  distinetion  between  Jews  and  Gentiles  in 
regard  to  being  under  sin,  he  goes  on  to  shew  by  quotations  from  the 
Scriptures,  that  there  is  no  distinotion  in  that  respect  between  the 
parses  whom  those  names  designated  in  an  abstract  sense,  that  is  be- 
tweeB>  belierers  and  unbelievers*     Both  wpovxpf*^^^  ^nd  wpoTfrtaedfuOa 
(in  ver,  9)  appear  to  be  used  in  a  legal  acceptation.     The  {^tiral  nomi- 
native  of  the  laitter  verb  is  accounted  for  by  the  usual  practice  of  writers 
identifying  themselves  with  those  to  whom  they  are  writing;  but  the 
persons  who  are  the  subje<^s  in  irpoexofieOa  cannot  possibly  be  different 
from  those  who  are  the  subjects  in  Tor^ffw^ey  in  the  preceeding  verse, 
who,  as  we  argued  above,  might  be  taken  to  be  the  genend  body  of 
Christian  believers.     Accordingly  in  earryiog  on  the  argument  in  the 
remainder  of  the  chapter,  speaking  of  '<  them  that  believe,"  St.  Paul 
says,  **  AH  have  sinned  and  comesh(»rt  of  the  glory  of  God''  (ver.  23). 
Tbis  is  the  constant  language  of  apostolic  teaching.     Thus  St.  Paul 
sajs  again,  '*  The  law  has  dominion  over  a  man  as  long  as  he  lives'' 
(Rom.  vii.   1).     St.  James  writes,  "In  many  things  we  offend  all" 
(iii.  2)  ;  and  St.  John,  ''If  we  say  that  we  have  no  sin,  we  deceive 
onrselves  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us"  (1  John  i.  8).    This  being  under- 
stood, the  response  of  the  apostle  to  the  first  question  is  simply  this : 
As  all  without  exception  have  sinned,  all  are  judged  as  sinners,  to 
magnify  the  righteousness  of  God.     And  with  this  agrees  the  doctrine 
of  St.  r^er,  where  he  speaks  of  "judgment  b^inning  at  the  house  of 
God**  (1  Peter  iv.  ?)• 

With  respect  to  the  second  question,  it  seems  that  no  answer  is 
giTOn  to  it  immediately.  The  apostle  first  founds  upon  the  doctrine  of 
generid  sinfulness  a  complete  and  careful  exposition  of  the  doctrine  of 
righteousness  and  salvation  through  faith  in  chapters  iv.  and  v.,  and 
then  at  length  at  the  beginning  of  chapter  vi.  reverts  to  the  question  in 
these  terms:  "  What  shall  we  say  then  ?  jiball  we  continue  in  sin  that 
grace  may  abound?"  By  "grace"  is  always  to  be  understood  the 
*'  gift  of  righteousness,"  as  manifested  in  good  works.  It  would  lead 
me  too  far  to  enter  upon  the  arguments  contained  in  chapters  vi.  viu 
and  viii.,  which  have  a  direct  bearing  on  this  question,  inasmuch  as 
they  consist  for  the  most  part  of  reasons  for  forsaking  sin,  and  en- 
deavouring in  tnis  lifb  to  attain  to  righteousness  and  sanctification.  I 
can  only  notice  the  one  in  chapter  vi.  beginning  at  ver.  2  with,  "  How 
shall  we  who  died  to  sin,  live  any  longer  therein  ?"  It  is  there  urged 
tha*  the  knowledge  in  the  present  time  that  death  is  the  wages  of  sin, 
is  a  reason  for  no  longer  serving  sin,  but  serving  righteousness,  which 
leads  to  holiness  and  eternal  life.  And  this  reason  is  made  valid  by  the 
fact  that  the  Son  of  God  shared  death  with  us,  that  through  the  eifect 
of  faith  in  him  in  obedience  and  love,  we  might  escape  the  resurrection 
to  condemnation,  and  partake  of  the  resurrection  to  life, 

I  have  now  completed  the  consideration  of  this  portion  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Romans,  which  the  preceding  discussion  will,  I  think, 
have  shewn  to  be  the  most  important  part  of  the  whole  epistle.  It  seems 
to  be  the  key  to  the  interpretation  of  the  doctrinal  teaching  in  the  re- 
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mainder.  Its  being  so  brief  and  jet  so  pregnant  ivitli  significattoti, 
constitates  in  great  measure  the  difficulty  of  comprehending  it.  For  its 
elucidation,  I  have  introduced  topics,  some  of  which  might  seem  at  first 
sight  to  be  inapplicable  to  the  passages  under  review;  but  after  due  de- 
liberation I  concluded  that  nothing  short  ei  the  whole  of  the  ibr^om^ 
discussion  would  have  adequately  represeated  the  character  of  St  Paxil's 
doctrine,  and  the  Gospel  which  it  nnfoldsv 

Cambridge,  March  6,  1863.  J.  Challis*  ' 


BIBLE  DIFFICULTIES. 

I  AM  mndi  surprised  at  Mr.  Sharpens  attempt  to  shew  that  oertiw 
passages  of  the  Old  Testament,  if  translated  literally,  would  imply  a 
distinction  between  sons  of  Adam  and  sons  of  other  men.  The  incor- 
fectness  of  his  criticisms  was  so  obvious  that  I  never  thought  of  say^ 
ing  a  word  on  the  subject;  but  since  three  letters  in  reply  have  appeared 
in  the  Journal,  and  a  fourth  has  been  quoted  from  the  Parthenon,  I 
beg  leave  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  Psalm  xlix.  3,  and  similar  passages; 
for  I  do  not  agree  with  any  of  the  writers  in  the  explanations  which 
they  offer.  They  are  unanimous  in  supporting  the  translation  given  in 
the  Authorized  Version.  Appeal  is  also  made  to  Gesenius  and  Rosen- 
miiller,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  proposed  explanation 
is  not  supported  by  the  usus  loquendi  of  the  Hebrew  language.  If  all 
the  passages  in  which  the  expressions  occur  are  taken  into  account,  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  alleged  distinction  is  quite  arbitrary.  The  English 
Version  recognizes  it  in  Psalm  xlix.  2;  Ixii.  10;  Isaiah  xxxi.  8;  ii.  9; 
V.  15,  but  nowhere  else,  not  even  in  Prov.  viii.  4,  which  is  referred  to 
by  Gesenius  and  his  followers;  nor  in  Job  xxxii,  21,  which  Lee  trans- 
lates, "  Let  me  now  not  accept  the  person  of  the  respectable,  nor  flatter 
the  mean  man,"  although  he  does  not  make  the  same  distinction  in 
other  passages  in  Job,  such  as  xxxv.  8,  xxxviii.  25,  where  o-wand 
idf*H  come  together,  or  in  the  similar  passages  xvi.  21,  xxv.  *6,  in  the 
former  of  which  -ui,  and  in  the  latter  of  which  xi^^n  is  used  along  with 
Dif|a.  The  same  inconsistency  which  Lee  shews  is  also  shewn  by  the 
English  Authorized  Version.  It  recognizes  the  distinction  between  crw 
and  tt)>«  in  Isaiah  ii.  9,  but  not  between  crw  and  D*tt)3«  in  verses  1 1  and 
1 7  of  the  same  chapter,  and  not  even  between  the  same  expressions  crw 
and  ttj>«  in  Proverbs  xxx.  2.  Again,  in  Isaiah  xxxi.  8,  we  have  xinrA 
in  one  clause  corresponding  to  tiivTiSh  in  another;  the  x\uthorized  Version 
translates  the  verse,  "  Then  shall  the  Assyrian  fall  with  the  sword,  not 
of  a  mighty  man,  and  the  sword,  not  of  a  mean  man,  shall  devour  him;" 
but  we  find  the  very  same  parallel  in  Job  xxxviii.  26,  where  the  Autho- 
rized Version  makes  no  such  distinction.  There  are  also  cases  where 
tJ»M  stands  alone,  and  yet  in  the  opinion  of  some  commentators  is  used 
to  denote  a  great  man.  Hengstenberg  has  made  some  very  absurd 
remarks  on  the  use  of  the  word  in  Psalm  iv.  2  in  support  of  Luther's 
translation,  but  the  fact  is  that  tt!^«  is  there  used  in  contrast  with  njrr  in 
the  next  verse.     The  Psalmist's  meaning  is  that  his  enenrties  are  mere 
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menapd  nothing  more,  vvhile  his  friend  ia  Jkhovab.  The  same  con- 
trast is  made  by  the  use  of  x^^^  in  Psalm  ix.  21.  Phillips  in  his  Com- 
mtntary^  on  the  Fsalms  qnotes  with  iqpproral  the  remark  of  Kimelin  that 
^  means  a  man  of  diiUnciiou,  as  in  Judges  vii.  14,  where  Gideon  is 
ci^ed  b^,  10^5;  hut  the  tr^ih  is  that  the  word  in  that  passage  is  no 
mofe  essentiallj^A  term  of  honour  than  the  same  word,  in  2  Sam.  xviii* 
10,*  applied  to  the  nameless  individuals  who  brought  word  to  Joab  that 
Absalom  was  hanging  in  an  oak.  And  if  it  should  be  replied  that,  for 
anything  we  know  to  the  contrary,  that  individual  was  a  mighty  man, 
then  I  would  ask,  did  Potiphar's  wife  use  «^  as  a  term  of  honour,  when 
in  her  complaint  to  her  husband  she  called  Joseph  nay  xlm,  as  we  are 
told  in  Goi.  xxxix.  14?  It  will  not  do  to  say  that  a  w<»rd  has  a  special 
meaning  merely  because  it  happens  to  be  applied  to  a  distinguished 
individual.  The  application  to  be  of  any  consequence  must  be  uniform^ 
If  the  use  of  t^M  implies  in  itsdf  that  Gideon  was  a  mighty  man,  then 
every  other  person  to  whom  it  is  applied  must  be  regarded  in  the  same 
light,  otherwise  Eimchi  has  merely  taken  advantage  of  an  accidental 
eircamstance. 

In  Isaiah  xxi  9  we  fiad  ^  aar>,  but  in  xxii.  6  we  meet  with  trw  127, 
and  the  Authorized  Version  translates  both  expressions  by  the  same 
words.  It  would  be  absurd  to  say  that  officers  were  exclusively  referred 
to  in  the  one  place,  and  common  soldiers  only  in  the  other.  In  the 
same  way,  in  2  Kin^s  vii.  10,  the  lepers  are  represented  as  saying  that 
they  found  cm  Vip,  ^«  °'^« )  ^^®  ^^^^  ^  expression  is  not  used  in 
order  to  make  a  distinction  between  officers  and  privates,  it  only  means 
that  no  man  whatever  was  found  there.  If  there  were  no  similar  pas- 
sages, but  only  this  one  and  Psalm  xlix.  3,  then  the  alleged  distinction 
taight  haVe  some  support;  but  when  all  the  numerous  passages  are  con- 
sidered together,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  use  of  the 
terms  to  warrant  the  taking  of  that  distinction.  This  may  be  seen 
from  some  of  the  passages  I  have  already  referred  to.  But  what  would 
your  correspondents  think  of  the  following  emendationsf 

2  Sam.  vii.  14,  **If  he  commit  iniquity  I  will  chasten  him  with  the 
rod  of  mighhf  men,  and  with  the  stripes  of  the  children  of  mean  menJ** 
What  is  the  implied  distinction  then?  Or  (Numb,  xxiii.  19)  "  God  is 
Dot  a  great  man  that  he  should  lie,  neither  the  son  of  a  mean  man  that 
he  should  repent."  Are  great  men  more  apt  to  lie  than  to  repent?  and 
Blight  not  a  mean  man  do  the  one  as  well  as  the  other?  Or  (Micah 
V.  7)  **  Like  dew  from  Jehovah,  like  showers  upon  the  grass,  which  tarry 
pot  fpr  a  mighty  man,  nor  wait  for  the  eoM  of  a  mean  man,""'  How  would 
this  be  in  harmony  with  Micah's  style,  especially  with  his  mode  of  ex- 
pression in  this  chapter,  where  etery  second  clause  is  weightier  than  the 
parallel  one  whiph  precedes  it?  Or,  if  we  introduced  the  same  distinction 
in  the  expressions  used  in  Isa,  lii.  14,  could  we  give  a  reason  why  **  coun- 
tenance" is  connected  with  man  of  high  degree,  and  "former"  with  men 
of  low  degree?  Or,  finally,  could  it  be  shewn  why,  in  Job  xxv.  6, 
vfw^  is  compared  to  n^-i  and  qj^  to  rr^n  ?  What  is  the  connexion  be- 
tween the  different  kinds  of  men  and  the  different  kinds  of  worms?  Lee,  in 
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liis  Gommenttry,  §*ys  that  dim  contains  the  notion  of  fc^ew,  and  is 
here  compared  with  n^,  the  w<orm  used  hi  dyemg  cloth  scarlet,  so  that 
the  healthy  ntddy  yonng  man  is  compared  with  the  scarlet  dye-vMra^. 
I  might  just  as  well  assert  that  n^,  which  often  denotes  a  worm  pro- 
duced by  putrifactton,  is  connected  with  chm,  because  when  (according  to 
the  divine  decree)  man  returns  rroysj^  he  will  putrify  and  breed  worms. 
Making  remarks  of  this  kind  would  be  mere  trifling.  But  the  follow^ 
ing  observation  is  not  trifling.  In  Exodus  xvi.  20  we  are  told  that  tJie 
manna  which  was  kept  till  the  next  morning  bred  tro^,  and  in  verse 
24  we  are  told  that  what  was  kept  from  the  sixth  till  the  seventh  day 
did  not  breed  n^. ;  thus,  both  words  denote  the  same  kind  of  womas, 
hot  the  one  is  used  in  the  plural^  the  other  is  a  collective.  And  in  the 
passage  in  Job  both  are  used  together,  according  to  the  same  poetical 
form  of  expression  to  which  we  owe  the  use  of  xdSzvi  and  dt^  together 
in  that  same  verse,  as  well  as  the  use  of  ^  and  dtm  in  Psslm  xlix,  3, 
and  elsewhere. 

One  of  the  passages  appealed  to  is  Prov,  viii,  4.  This  is  a  very 
unfortunate  appeal,  instead  of  supporting  the  distinction  it  helps  to 
prove  that  no  such  distinction  was  ever  thought  of  by  the  Hebrew 
writers.  Wisdom  is  represented  as  saying  **  unto  you  (nn^)  I  call,  and 
my  voice  is  to  the  trw  m/^  here  it  might  be  said  that  the  rare  form 
tj^  is  used  instead  of  d*^  for  the  very  purpose  of  strongly  bringing 
out  the  distinction,  but  the  very  next  verse  is  decisive  agunst  this  view, 
it  reads  aV  ^^r?  n^'^  myxf  dwd  \y*^,  Now  I  would  ask,  which  class  of 
men  are  the  crMn^^  and  which  are  the  cr>p^  ?  Is  it  not  the  same  form  of 
expression  which  we  And  in  both  verses?  Certainly  it  is,  and  in  Ps. 
xlix.  3  we  ought  not  to  pair  the  words.  Of  course  it  is  quite  eaay  to 
distinguish  between  yxd9  and  f^^^  but  we  have  no  right  to  say  that 
xd'vt  ^1  refers  to  the  one^  and  d^  ^  to  the  other.  The  repetition  of  d{, 
does  not  make  the  two  classes  exclusively  distinct  from  each  other.  In 
Judges  V.  4,  we  find  a  very  good  parallel  expression,  it  is  there  said 
0^  ^D!D3  D^;!^!  ^D^;  d:^^^.  I)id  the  writer  make  a  distinction  there  be- 
tween what  came  from  the  heavens  and  what  came  from  the  clouds? 
Also  in  Job  xv.  10,  we  find  v|  v*xirDi  a^i,  and  I  am  sure  that  there 
is  no  reference  to  different  classes  here.  By  this  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  we  are  to  confound  words  wliich  are  not  quite  sjmonymous^  but  I 
mean  that  synonymous  words  or  expressions  are  often  used  together  for 
the  purpose  of  poetical  effect.  A  good  book  on  Hebrew  synonyms  is 
much  required.  And  it  is  one  of  the  distinguishing  merits  of  Hup^^ld's 
commentary  on  the  Psalms  that  great  attention  is  given  to  exhibit  the 
precise  shade  of  meaning  which  belongs  to  different  words  incorrectly 
regarded  as  quite  synonymous,  but  Hupfeld  takes  care  not  to  make  may 
such  distinction  between  tt^  and  d^  as  your  correspondents  and  others 
have  done.  On  the  passage  in  question,  he  says,  *'  Kem  Gegemsat^t 
sondem  blosser parallelismus;"  and  again,  in  another  place,  he  says  re- 
garding all  such  passages  that  in  every  case  without  ^oeption  it  is 
"  lediglieh  poetischer  parallelismua.^*     I  am  convinced  that  Hupfeld  is 
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right,  aud  that  those  who  hold  the  contrary  opinion  have  been  too  hasty. 
A  careful  review  of  all  such  passages  shews  this.  It  is  easy  to  cite  one  or 
two  instances  in  regard  to  the  special  nse  of  a  word,  and  then  lay  down 
a  general  rule;  but  the  proper  mode  (yi  procedure  is  to  review  all  tbe 
instances  and  form  one's  opinion  from  a  conjunct  view  of  the  whole, — I 
think  I  have  adduced  enough  to  shew  that  the  proposed  distinction  is 
unfounded.  And  there  are  many  more  passages  which  might  be 
^pealed  to,  all  of  which  would  shew  that  xcrvt,  tty\:M,  and  sometimes  d^^| 
are  used  in  poetical  parallelism  with  dim  or  d^^^  where  it  would  be 
extremely  absurd  to  refer  the  words  to  different  classes  of  men.  In  addi- 
tion to  what  I  have  already  mentioned,  I  might  cite  Isaiah  Ivi.  2; 
Jeremiah  xlix.  18;  li.  43;  Psalm  Ixxiii.  5.  In  all  these  cases  the 
meaning  is  **  any  man  "  and  "all  men,"  "  all  the  sons  of  men.**  Be- 
sides, in  I  Kings  viii.  39,  xd^  is  evidently  included  inDT«nr^;  while  m 
Psalm  Ixxx.  18,  «5»«  and  oiw^a  refer  to  the  same  individual  whoever  he 
maj  be.  I  may  also  add  that  in  the  well-known  duplicate.  Psalm  cv. 
1  — 15,  and  1  Chron.  xvi.  8 — 2*Z,  we  have  in  the  former  (ver.  14)  cn», 
while  in  the  latter  (ver.  21)  we  meet  with  cj^.  Now,  surely,  no  one 
will  assert  that  the  change  was  designed  in  order  that  the  idea  "mighty 
man  "  might  be  substituted  for  ''  mean  man,"  or  vice  versd,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

But  there  are  other  words  besides  those  under  consideration  which 
are  used  in  the  same  way  together  in  poetical  paralleUsm.  Many 
examples  might  be  given,  but  it  will  be  enough  to  refer  to  one  as  a 
specimen,  and  we  get  a  very  good  one  in  Isaiah  v.  12,  vd"^  ^  njrp  ^ 
*n  >6  TT  rncWM,  regarding  which  it  must  be  remembered  that  elsewhere 
Vv^  is  nsed  with  t,  so  that  the  distinction  which  some  would  introduce 
here  is  qtrite  unfounded.     The  double  expression  is  for  poetical  effect. 

Something  similar  to  this  is  the  use  of  two  words  in  the  same  clause, 
both  having  the  same  signification;  sometimes  these  words  are  from 
different  roots,  as  Gen.  i.  2,  ^i  vm;  iv.  12,  t3^»;;  Isaiah  xxx.  7, 
p*Tr  Van;  spmetimes  again  from  the  sartie  rdot,  as  Ezekiel  vi.,  14,  Trag^ 
TTCwta^";  Job  XXX.  7,  nMf>  ;i^x6.  If  the  iHebrew  writers  thus  joined 
synonyms  in  the  same  clause  together,  we  need  not  be  astonished  at 
their  making  repetitions  in  parallel  clauses  in  order  to  give  a  high 
degree  of  emphasis  to  their  expressions,  or  often  merely  for  the  sake  of 
poetical  embellishment. 

The  view  which  I  have  been  controverting  is  of  Jewish  extraction. 
No  doubt  we  are  greatly  indebted  to  the  learned  rabbis  who  laboured 
earnestly  and  indefatigably  to  illustrate  the  language  and  literature  of 
their  fathers;  but  it  must  at  the  same  time  be  said  that  Jewish  com- 
mentators are  generally  very  unsafe  guides  in  a  matter  of  this  kind. 
They  were  fond  of  minute  distinctions,  but  they  often  neglected  to  take 
into  view  dl  the  phenomena  of  each  particular  case;  they  sought  out 
hidden  reasons,  and  so  they  often  condescend  to  paltry  trifling,  while 
they  seem  to  have  altogether  failed  to  appreciate  the  poetic  force  and 
effect  of  many  expressions  and  usages. 

January  28M,  1863.  J.  Mc.  G. 
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READING  THE  CURSINGS  AND  BLESSINGS  TO  THE 
ISRAELITES, 

At  a  period  when  the  simple  facts  narrated  in  the  Law  and  the  Book  of 
Joshua  are  so  stoutly  denied,  perhaps  the  following  incident  will  not  be 
uninteresting  to  your  readers. 

In  the  year  1855,  during  a  term  of  several  months  in  the  Holy  Land, 
I  visited  Nablus,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  paid  some  attention  to  the 
two  mountains  Gerizim  and  Ebal,  which  stand  opposite  each  other  like 
two  giants,  the  valley  of  Nablus  running  between  them  from  east  to 
west.  My  stay  in  the  place  was  but  short — some  three  days — but  I  saw 
enough  to  enable  me  to  realize  the  circumstance  of  the  narrative  respect- 
ing the  reading  of  the  blessings  and  cursings. 

The  words  of  the  Law  are  these — **  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,'* 
saith  Moses,  "  When  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  brought  thee  into  the 
land  whither  thou  goest  to  possess  it,  that  thou  shalt  put  the  blessings 
upon  Mount  Gerizim  and  tne  curse  upoli  Mount  Ebal,  are  they  not  on 
the  other  side  Jordan,  by  the  way  the  sun  goeth  down,  in  the  land  of 
the  Canaanites,  which  dwell  in  the  champaign,  over  against  Gilgal, 
beside  the  plain  of  March?"  (Deut.  xi.  29,  30).  And  again,  */And 
Moses  charged  the  people  the  same  day,  saying,  these  shall  stand  upon 
Mount  Gerizim  to  bless  the  people  when  ye  are  come  over  Jordan; 
Simeon,  and  Levi,  and  Judah,  and  Issachar,  and  Joseph,  and  Benjamin; 
and  these  shall  stand  on  Mount  Ebal,  and  curse;  Reuben,  Gad,  and 
Asher,  and  Zebulun,  Dan,  and  Naphtali,"  (Ibid,  xxvii.  11 — 13.)  Such 
were  the  divine  instructions  given  by  Moses  to  his  servant  Joshua,  and 
these,  we  learn,  were  faithfully  fblfillod. 

Having  passed  over  the  Jordan,  the  people  eventually  marched  on 
westward,  until  they  came  to  the  appointed  place,  and  pitched  their 
tents  on  the  plain  to  the  east  of  the  mountains,  already  explained.  On 
the  day  when  the  law  was  to  be  read,  we  are  told,  that  "All  Israel,  and 
their  elders,  and  officers,  and  their  judges,  stood  on  this  side  the  ark  an4 
on  that  side  before  the  priests  the  Levites,  which  bare  the  ark  of  the 
covenant  of  the  Lord,  as  well  the  stranger,  as  he  that  was  born  among 
tbem ;  half  of  them  over  against  Mount  Gerizim,  and  half  of  tjhem 
over  against  Mount  Ebal;  as  Moses,  the  servant  of  the  Lord,  had  com- 
manded before,  that  they  should  bless  the  people  of  Israel.  And  after- 
ward he  -read  all  the  words  of  the  law,  the  blessings  and  cursings, 
according  to  all  that  is  written  in  the  book  of  the  law.  There  was  not  a 
word  of  all  that  Moses  commanded,  which  Joshua  read  not  before  all  the 
congregation  of  Israel,  with  the  women  and  the  little  ones,  and  the 
strangers  that  were  conversant  among  them."  (Josh.  viii.  33 — 35.) 

Let  us  now  pause  for  a  moment  to  review  this  wonderful  event.  All 
the  people  gather  themselves  out  of  their  tents  on  the  plain,  and  wind 
their  way  in  all  directions  to  the  valley  between  the  two  mountains. 
The  ark  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  valley  with  the  officers  on 
each  side. 

The  Levites  from  the  one-half  of  the  tribes  stood  upon  the  lower 
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spar  of  Gerizim  to  read  the  blessiDgs*  and  Levites  from  the  other  half 
stood  upon  the  lower  spur  of  Ebal  to  read  the  curses.  The  vast  con- 
gregation filled  the  valley,  and  the  women  and  children  covered  the 
sides  of  the  mountains  as  locusts  in  number.  The  Levites  on  Mount 
Gerizim  then  read  the  blessings,  and  the  Levites  on  Ebal  read  the 
cursings,  to  which  the  vast  assembly  responded,  Amen!  What  a 
sublime  sight!  a  congregation  and  a  service,  compared  with  which  all 
other  assemblies  the  world  has  ever  witnessed  dwindle  into  insignificance. 
Those  who  have  seen  the  spot,  and  have  examined  it,  can  readily 
realize  the  scene.  Just  where  the  two  mountains  approach  each  other 
nearest,  are  the  two  lower  spurs,  where  the  Levites  would  stand  to  read, 
looking  like  two  noble  pulpits  prepared  by  nature.  The  valley  running 
between  looks  just  like  the  floor  of  a  vast  place  of  worship.  The  slopes 
of  both  mountains  recede  gradually,  and  offer  room  for  hundreds  of 
thousands  to  be  conveniently  seated  to  hear  the  words  of  the  Law.  The 
first  time  I  stood  upon  that  lower  spur  of  Gerizim,  the  whole  scenery 
struck  me  forcibly  as  if  divine  providence  had  conformed  its  physical 
features  so  as  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  occasion.  There  is  plenty 
of  room,  and  to  spare,  for  the  whole  congregation  of  Israel,  the  men  in 
the  valley,  and  the  women  and  children  on  the  slopes  of  the  mountains. 
But  the  question  is,  could  the  vast  assembly  hear  any  one  read  the 
blessings  and  cursings  ?  This  has  been  advanced  as  a  most  serious  ob- 
jection to  the  truthfulness  of  the  narrative. 

And  this  objection  would  come  with  greater  force  still  to  those  who 
have  imagined  the  reading  to  have  taken  place  on  the  very  summits  of 
the  mountains — an  idea  which  has  no  foundation  in  the  Scripture  iiarra- . 
tive — although  Christians,  as  early  as  Jerome,  as  well  as  Josephus  and 
the  Talmud,  seem  to  have  adopted  that  notion.  In  reply  to  this, 
authors  have  generally  pointed  out  the  great  difference  between  the 
state  (^  the  atmosphere  in  that  country  compared  with  that  of  our  own, 
and  how  much  farther  one  can  see  and  hear  in  Palestine  than  in  Great 
Britain.  Travellers  have  been  surprised  at  this  difference  in  all  parts  of 
Palestine  and  Syria.  One  day,  when  passing  down  the  valley,  we 
noticed  two  shepherds  holding  a  conversations-one  was  on  the  top  of 
Gerizim,  out  of  our  sight,  and  the  other  was  close  by  us  in  the  valley. 
Dr.  Robinson  mentions  a  spot  in  the  Lebanon  where  the  voice  can  be 
heard  for  two  miles. 

After  I  had  lefl  the  spot,  I  much  regretted  not  having  made  some 
experiment,  so  as  to  satisfy  myself  on  this  point;  but  in  1860  I  visited 
Nablus  a  second  time,  and  during  that  stay  (some  eight  or  nine  weeks), 
I  had  the  satisfaction  of  experimenting  upon  the  subject ;  the  first  time, 
I  believe,  such  an  attempt  was  ever  made  since  the  days  of  Joshua.  I 
had  satisfied  myself  more  than  once,  during  my  stay  in  Nablus,  on  this 
point,  and  relating  this  to  my  friends  there,  a  party,  including  Amram, 
the  priest,  agreed  to  go  with  me  to  the  spot  and  repeat  the  whokx 
ceremony.  at  all 

Circumstances,  however,  prevented  us  from  carrying  out  ouirteen  or 
tions  ;  but  before  I  lefk  the  country,  two  friends  joined  me,  ans  age  and 
way  northward  from  Jerusalem  we  made  the  experiment. 
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pitched  our  tent  in  the  valley  near  the  foot  of  Gerizim,  oa  the  line 
between  the  two  mountains  where  I  have  supposed  the  Ajrk  stood,  I 
clambered  up  Grerizim,  and  Mr.  Williams  up  Ebal — preferring  that  he 
should  bave  all  the  cursings  and  I  the  blessings — Mr.  Edwards  remain- 
ing with  the  men  at  the  tent.  Having  reached  the  lower  spur,  I  found 
myself,  as  before  mentioned,  just  as  if  I  stood  upon  a  lofty  pulpit,  and 
my  friend  found  himself  on  a  similar  one  on  Ebal.  Having  rested  our- 
selves a  little,  I  opened  my  Bible  and  read  the  blessings  in  Hebrew, 
and  every  word  was  heard  most  distinctly  by  Mr.  Edwards  at  the  tent, 
as  well  aa  by  Mr.  Williams  on  Ebal.  My  friend  th^n  read  the  cursings 
in  Welsh,  and  we  all  heard  every  word  and  syllable;  before  we  descended 
Mr.  Edwards  requested  us  to  sing,  and  gave  out, 

**  Praise  God  from  whom  all  biessings  flow." 
I  commenced  it  upon  the  tune  "  Savoy,'*  or  the  "  Old  Hundredth,** 
but  as  I  happened  to  stand  on  a  very  elevated  pulpit,  I  pitched  the  tune 
in  a  key  too  high  for  them  to  join  me.  I  was  determined,  however,  to 
sing  it  through,  and  if  I  ever  sang  well,  and  with  spirit,  I  did  so  then 
on  Gerizim,  and  was  heard  most  distinctly  by  all;  it  was  our  impression 
at  the  time,  and  still  is,  that  if  the  whole  area  before  and  around  us  had 
been  filled  with  two  millions  of  Israel,  everv  soul  among  them  would 
have  heard  perfectly  clear  every  note  and  syllable. 

John  Mills. 


JUDAH'S  GRANDSONS. 


The  following  explanation  of  the  difficulty  connected  with  Judah's 
grandsons  appears  to  have  the  advantage  of  being  more  in  accordance 
with  the  Sacred  Record  than  any  other  explanation  I  have  yet  seen.  I 
submit  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  readers  of  the  Journal. 

The  birth  of  Pharez  and  Zarah  is  mentioned  previous  to  the 
account  of  Joseph's  sojourn  in  Egjpt.  The  story  of  their  birth  and  of 
Judah's  unfortunate  connexion  with  the  Canaanite^  appears  to  be  in- 
serted here,  because  Judah  was  now  living  again  with  his  brethren,  and 
was  the  man  to  suggest  the  idea  of  selling  Joseph  to  the  Ishmaelites. 
The  story  is  also  placed  in  striking  contrast  to  the  character  of  Joseph 
as  given  in  the  chapter  immediately  following.  In  the  Hebrew,  the 
first  and  second  verses  of  the  thirty-eighth  chapter  can  be  read  thus: — 

"And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  same  time  that  Judah  went  down  from 
his  brethren,  that  he  turned  in  to  a  certain  Adullamite,  whose  name 
was  Hirah;  and  Judah  saw  there  a  daughter  of  a  certain  Canaanite, 
whose  name  was  Shuah,"  or  thus:  "  And  it  came  to  pass  at  the  same 
time  at  which  Judah  went  down  from  his  brethren,  and  turned  in  to 
^a  certain  Adullamite  whose  name  was  Hirah,  that  Judah  saw  there  a 
dat?^ter  of  a  certain  Canaanite,  whose  name  was  Shuah.*' 

Thtle  date  of  the  beginning  of  the  thirty-eighth  chapter  is  the  date 
at  whicfe  Judah  began  to  dwell  apart  from  his  brethren;  but  the  prin- 
cipal par^  of  the  narrative,  verses  1 2 — 30,  refers  evidently  to  a  jpouch  later 
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period;  and  JiNkih^flmiggesdon  that  Joseph  should  be  sold  seems  to  belong 
to  a  time  when  he  had  returned  to  live  again  among  his  brethren,  and 
perhaps  to  a  time  very  near  to  diat  at  which  Pharez  and  Zarah  were 
bora.  Probably  soon  after  his  wife's  death  he  returned  to  live  among 
his  brethren.  Or  the  scandalous  affair  of  Tamar  may  have  led  him  to 
leave  Ida  Canaanite  Ariends  altogether  and  go  back  to  his  father  and 
brethren,  as  a  refuge  from  his  disgrace.  But,  be  this  as  it  may,  the 
only  decided  limit  as  to  time  that  can  constitute  a  difficulty,  is  the  dif- 
ference in  age  between  Jndah  and  Joseph. 

Judah  was  Leah's  fourth  eon.     If  we  suppose  he  was  born  in  the 
eleventh  year  of  Jacob's  residence  vnth  Laban,  and  that  Rachel  was 
married  nearly  at  the  same  time  with  Leah;  then  Joseph,  (who  was 
born,  at  the  earliest,  after  Jacob  had  been  fourteen  years  with  Laban,) 
an  ay    have   been  three  years  older  than  Judah.     But  if  Rachel  was 
married  only  in  the  fourteenth  year,  Joseph  may  have  been  bom  in  the 
fifteenth,  sixteenth,  or  even  asiateas  the  nineteenth  or  twentieth  year. 
And,  at  whatever  time  Rachel  was  married,  the  birth  of  Joseph  was  a 
very  late  event  in  the  history  of  the  twenty  years.     It  is  not  necessary 
to   suppose  that  the  bargain  about  the  cattle  (Gen.   xxx.    27)  was 
altogether  prospective.     It  may  have  been  retrospective  as  well;  and 
we  know  that  Jacob  said  Laban  had  changed  his  wages  ten  times.     So, 
then,  Joseph  may  have  been  born  in  the  twentieth  year,  and  may  have 
been  nine  or  ten  years  younger  than  Judah.     Moreover,  may  not  the 
fulfilment  of  certain  days  on  Joseph's  part,  and  the  fulfilment  of  Leah's 
and  Rachel's  weeks^  respectively,  have  a  different  meaning  from  seven 
years  ?     May  not  Jacob's  promise  and  a  c^tain  short  period  of  service, 
as  a  pledge  for   the  rest,   have  sufficed?     Commentators  allow  that 
Baehel  was  married  soon  after  Leah;  and  if  the  seven  years  are  antici- 
pated in  the  one  case,  why  not  in  the  other?     If  we  explain  the  fulfil- 
ment of  her  week  and  the  fulfilment  of  certain  days  (not  years)  on 
Jacob's  part,  as  satisfactory  pledges  to  Laban,  then  Leah  as  well  as  Rachel 
may  have  been  manied  soon  after  the  stipulated  seven  years  began  to 
run;  and  Judah  may  have  been  born,  in  that  case,  about  sixteen  or 
seventeen  years  before  Joseph,  and  may  have  been  married  soon  after 
Jacob  and  his  family  arrived  in  Canaan. 

Again,  chronofogers  omit  to  notice  that  the  years  of  plenty  may 
have  eome  at  a  certain  interval  of  years  after  Joseph's  interpretation  of 
Pharaoh's  dream.  Though  the  words  "  God  will  shortly  bring  it  to 
pass"  are  used,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  some  years  did  not  inter- 
vene. If  five  years  intervened,  or  if  Bishop  Colenso  should  press 
US  hard,  and  we  should  say  that  ten  years  may  have  intervened,  who 
ahall  say  it  is  absurd  or  contradictory  to  make  the  assumption,  rather 
than  assume  that  the  narrative  is  false? 

Further,  suppose  Shelah's  betrothal  was  expected  by  Tamar  (and 
marriages  as  well  as  betrothals  appear  to  have  been  early  contracted  in 
patriarchal  times,  as  they  are  accounted  favourable  to  chastity  at  all 
times),  and  that  he  might  have  been  betrothed  at  the  age  of  fourteen  or 
earlier,  we  have  then  only  fifteen  years  of  difference  between  his  age  and 
that  of  jEiiarez  and  Zarah. 

N  2 
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Taldngi  then,  the  largest  mar^n  we  have  allowed  ourselves,  Joaeph 
was  thirty  whea  he  appeared  before  Pharaoh,  forty  when  the  years  of 
plenty  began,  and  nearly  fifty  when  Jacob  went  down  into  £gypt- 
Jodah,  if  seventeen  years  older,  was  sixtynsevea  at  that  period,  Sl^iab, 
if  bom  when  his  father  was  twenty«one,  would  be  only  four  yews 
younger  than  Joseph,  that  is,  forty-six  years  of  age,  and  Pharez  (four- 
teen years  younger  than  8helah)  thirty-two  years  <dd— an  i^  at  which 
he  might  have  two  sons  of  twelve  or  fourteen  years  of  age.  But  we  can 
afford  to  deduct  twelve  or  fourteen  years;  for  it  would  be  suffident  to 
find  time  for  the  birth  of  HeaK)n  and  Hamul  on  the  jowraey  down  to 
Egypt. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  suppositions  we  have  now  made  ai^e  too 
favourable  to  the  Pentateuch.  But  are  they  such  as  can  be  entertained? 
Do  th€!y  involve  no  impossibilities  or  contradictions?  That  is  the  qves- 
tioB.  Because  every  possible  supposition  is  to  be  preferred  to  the  idter- 
native  left  us  by  Bishop  Colenso. 

If  anv  one  of  the  assumptions  we  have  now  made  can  be  proved  to 
be  absurd  or  impossible,  we  shdl  be  glad  to  cast  it  aside. 

Our  belief  is  that  the  genealogical  list  (including  the  names  of 
Ephraim  and  Manasseh,  as  well  as  those  of  Hezron  and  Hamul)  was  a 
list  of  Jacob'' 8  living  sons  and  grandsons^  at  the  time  they  all  took  up 
their  abode  willingly  in  Egypt. 

We  recapitulate  the  points  at  which  we  claim  a  larger  allowance  of 
years  than  has  hitherto  been  given  : 

1 .  The  earlier  date  of  Leah's  marriage. 

2.  The  later  date  of  Joseph's  birth. 

3.  The  earlier  date  of  Judah's  marriage. 

4*  The  earlier  date  of  betrothab  and  marrii^es  generally,  and  of 
Shelah's  expected  betrothal,  in  particular. 

5.  A  longer  interval  between,  the  interpretation  of  Pharaoh^s  dream 
and  its  fulfilment. 

I  do  not  dogmatise  on  any  of  those  points.  Dogmatism  is  out  of 
the  question  on  matters  on  which  only  guesses  are  possible.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  I  am  ready  to  set  aside  whatever  I  \m^  said  that  can  be 
shewn  to  be  not  in  aecofdance  with  revealed  truth,  or  not  in  aocordanoe 
with  facts  that  are  otherwise  discoverable,  and  are  proved  to  be  fiacts. 

J.    L.    Bl/AKB. 


ON  THE  ANTIQUITY  OF  THE  NAME  JEHOVAH. 

Ths  coBcludidg  words  of  Genesis  iv«,  in  whatever  manner  they  are  to 
be  literally  rendered,  plainly  import  (as  do  the  words  of  £ve  in  the  first 
verse  of  the  same  chapter),  that  the  name  of  ^*  Jehovah  "  was  known 
when  they  were  uttered  :  and  there  are  several  other  passages  implying 
its  having  been  known  before  the  time  of  Moses.  This  is  thought  by 
some  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  saying  of  God  to  Moses,  aecording  to 
our  authorized  version  (Ex.  vi.  3),  ''  I  appeared  unto  Abraham,  unto 
Isaac,  and  unto  Jaeob,  by  [the  name  of]  God  Altoi^j%  but.{by3  my 
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luone  Jebotab  was  I  not  known  to  them"  :  and  tbey  suppose  the  name 
to  have  been  altered,  in  the  cases  of  its  mention  before  the  age  of 
Moses,  or  the  passages  in  which  it  is  so  meutioDed  to  hare  been  intro- 
duced after,  or  during,  his  time.  To  ndther  of  these  opinions  can  we 
assent ;  nor  are  we  satisfied  with  any  of  the  well-known  replies  to 
them.  But  if,  in  these  words  addressed  to  Moses,  we  understand  the 
last  Terb  agreeably  with  the  primary  signification  of  its  root,  and  lift- 
rmlly;  and  thus  render  it  *^seen,**  instead  of  ♦*  know,"  so  as  to  exclude 
the  cases  in  which  God  appeared  in  the  name  of  "Jehotah,"  in  a 
viskm  or  dream  (Gen.  xr.  1 — 7,  and  xxviii.  12,  13),  the  euppoaed  ineon- 
nstency  disappears.  Why,  then,  should  we  adopt  a  secondary  signifi- 
cation ?  Two  of  the  instances  to  which  the  words  refer,  and  two  only, 
are  recorded  :  these  being  in  Gen.  xvii.  1  and  xxxv.  11 ;  and  in  neither 
of  them  is  any  mention  or  indication  of  a  vision  or  dream  ;  nor  is  there 
any  in  the  instance  of  this  address  to  Moses,  to  whom  we  are  taught  that 
God  appeared  in  a  more  intimate  and  glorious  manner  than  He  had 
to  «tiy  before  him.  As  this  question  is  one  of  the  utmost  importance, 
affecting  the  authenticity  of  much  of  the  book  of  Genesis,  we  desire  to 
draw  to  our  remarks  upon  it  the  special  attention  of  Biblical  students. 

By  the  Author  of  tAe  *'  Genesis  of  the  Earth  and  Man.** 


ON  THE  GODDESS  NAN^A. 

I  READ  with  some  curiosity  in  your  last  number  of  the  J,  S»  £.,  at  p. 
497,  M.  Jules  Oppert's  notice  of  the  Goddess  Nana,  or  Nanaa,  as  being 
alluded  to  in  an  Assyrian  insoription,  rehitive  to  the  tower  of  Borsippa. 

**In  any  case,"  that  author  adds,  "JVan«,  thtNaniea  of  the  Greeks, 
is  not  identical  with  the  heavenly  Venus  of  Herodotus.  .  .  .  She  has 
some  affinity  to  Hecate,  and  she  seems  to  represent  the  Moan  in  its 
three  phases." 

And  he  further  remarks,  in  another  inscription,  she  is  termed  ^  the 
Great  Goddess." 

Haring  had  occasion,  six  years  ago,  to  examine  the  question  of  the 
sopposed  identity  of  Nandea  with  Venus,  I  came  to  the  same  conclusion 
as  M.  Oppert  has  subsequently  done  in  his  work^ii  Mesopoiamimp  via., 
that  these  goddesses  are  not  identical. 

Since  many  of  your  readers  have  very  likely  never  perused  my  small 
work,  wherein  my  remarks  on  this  subject  are  given,  I  will  not  apologize 
to  you  in  here  referring  to  them. 

In  a  short  paper,  entitled,  "  Notice  of  the  Annals  of  Granius  Lici- 
niamis,"  as  contained  in  a  Palittipsestic  manuscript  brought  from  Egypt, 
vriiich  was  published  in  the  Transactions^/  the  Royal  Society  of  Lilera- 
ture,  in  riie  year  1869,  I  described  Dr.  C.  A.  F.  Pertz's  then  rec^t 
woric  on  Gnmtas  Licibianus's  Annals  of  Roman  ffistory,  as  preserved 
in-  a  fri^puentary  FaMmpsest  M3.«  brought  from  a  convent  in  the 
desert  of  Nttria  a  few  years  before,  and  which  is  now  lodged  in  the 
library  of  the  British  Museum. 
..  At  pp*  221-^  Tffansactions  ^  the  Royal  Society  o/LHeraiure, 
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ynL  vi.,  ptrt  2,  il  will  be  seen  that  tnj  observations  respeeting  the  Oodf 
dess  NandBu  are  as  follow: — 

''  In  the  last  page  of  Book  36,  the  annalist  (Oiwiius  Liciniannfi)> 
writing  of  Antioohus  IV.  (Epiphanes)^  King  ofSyria  (between  a.  g. 
174  and  163),  gives  this  aceount  of  him. 

**  Simulabut  Hierapoli  Dianam  dmcere  uxorem^  et  cet .  .  .  epnlati . . . 
saoro  protulissent,  caasatus  ^  mansisT  •  .  .  tulit  ei  dotem  ex  .  .  .  nra 
<iuem  nnum  omnium  Dea  dams  reliquit/'  (p.  46.)  To  this  the  editor 
in  his  note (3)  adds:  ''Of.  2  Maeeab,,  cap.  i.,  14/' 

''And  for  the  sake  of  a  comparison  of  the  Biblical  and  Lkinianfos's 
records,  I  here  cite  verse  14,  of  ^e  chapter  referred  to  in  Maccabees. 

"  For  Antioehtts,  as  though  he  would  marry  her  (Ncenaajy  came  imto 
the  place,  and  his  friends  that  were  with  him,  to  receive  money  in  natte 
of  a  dowry**  They  thus  appear  to  be  remarkably  paraliel»  notwith-* 
standing  that  the  annalist's  statement  is  imperfect. 

"  The  HierapolU,  which  he  there  names,  was  the  chief  town  in 
Cyrrhestica,  in  the  north-east  of  Syria,  not  far  from  the  Euphrates.  It 
was  the  principal  place  for  the  worship  of  Atargtttis  or  Astarte,  who 
may  very  probably  be  identified  with  Nanaea,  mentioned  in  that  ehaptet 
of  Maccabees;  and  whom,  as  Stackhouse  observes,  some  suppose  to 
have  been  Fenus,  but  others  Diana,  and  in  support  of  this  latter  god- 
dess, I  will  refer  to  two  passages  from  Lucian.  -  This  writer,  in  chap- 
ter i.,  De  Bed  Syrid,  names  the  town  as  Hire  only,  i.  e.,  *I/>^,  mean- 
ing sacred;  there,  according  to  Pliny  {Nat,  Hist.,  lib.  v.,  cap.  19), 
'  prodigiosa  Atargatie  .  .  .  colitnr.'  ** 

^'  Now,  it  is  generally  considered  that  Atargatis  and  Astarte  are  the 
same;  and  in  the  fourth  chapter,  De  Bed  Syridy  Lucian  explains  that 
he  '  thinks  Astarte  to^e  Luna;'  or,  in  his  own  words,  'Atrtapnfv  ^  dfyw 
hoKetty  ^eXrjpatffv  ifLpLevAi, — consequently,  this  Selaisea,  or  Luna,  or 
Astarte»  may  be  identified  vrith  Biana, 

"  This  then  is  evidently  a  passage  of  great  interest;  and,  althoi]^h 
fragmentary,  it  is  still  worthy  of  a  fiiller  comparison  with  the  narrative 
contained  in  the  Second  Book  of  Maccabees." 

Norton-homse,  Stoekton-on-Tees.  John  Hogg. 


THE  EN(5LISH  BIBLE  AND  DR.  BENISCH. 

I  AM  very  glad  that  your  correspondent.  Dr.  Benisch*  has  taken  occasion 
from  my  note  to  open  up  the  question  of  the  real  meaning  of  the  word 
3-1  in  the  twelfth  verse  of  the  second  Fsahn.  1  believe  that  I  was  wrong 
in  attributing  to  him  any  intention  of  being  guided  in  his  views  by  the 
conceits  of  the  Talmud,  though  I  think  it  may  be  fairly  proved  on 
]:^ilological  grounds,  that  the  reading  in  the  Authorized  Version  is 
alone  consistent  with  the  "  genial  tenor  and  purport "  of  the  Psalm 
itself. 

Of  course  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  had  the  reading  in  the  text 
been  lan  \roi  instead  of  -u  iprs,  the  uf^ubted  translation  would  be  "  kiss 
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•^e  Son."  Bot  unwilUng  to  admit  that  the  two  words  **  may  *'  have 
the  same  meaniug,  your  correspondent  says  that  *i3  is  not  Hebrew  but 
Chfddee,  and  in  the  sense  of  ''  son "  is  only  found  for  certain  in  one 
single  passage  in  the  Bible  (Prov.  xxxi.  2),  and  that  too  in  a  passage 
where  moreover  a  Chaldee  form  of  a  Hebrew  word  distinctly  occurs. 
Prom  this,  1  imagine,  he  would  lead  us  to  infer  that  the  word  being 
Chaldee,  has  not  probably  the  signification  of  *'  son  "  in  the  second 
Ptolm,  because  it  is  not,  as  in  Proverbs,  found  in  a  verse  in  which 
there  are  already  Chaldee  forms.  To  this  criticism  I  must  demur,  for 
high  anthority  is  against  it.  Rosenmiiller  in  his  Scholia  on  the  Old 
Testament,  commenting  on  this  word,  says,  "  Sed  stylum  poetioum 
Hebrseorum  ad  Chaldaisnaum  vergere,  pluribus  ostendit  Gesenius  in 
Prsefat.  ad  Lexicon  Hebraicum  maj.,  p.  xxv.  seq.  et  ejusdem  Greschichte 
der  hebraisch.  Sprache  und  Schrift,  p.  22."  And  again,  in  his 
Lexicon  on  the  word  na,  *^  Vocabulum  in  Lingua  Chaldsea  usitatissimum 
apud  Hebrseos  sermoni  poetieo  proprium."  So  far  satisfactory.  But 
your  correspondent  also  says  that  "  the  word  under  discussion  occurs 
as  an  adjective  either  in  the  masculine  or  feminine  three  times  in  the 
Psalms  (xix.  1;  xxiv.  4;  Ixxiii.  1),  and  in  the  whole  Bible  seven  times, 
and  in  not  a  single  instance  can  it  mean  '  son,'  but  is  always  rightly 
rendered  *  clean'  or  *  pure.' "  But  if  the  word  -q  in  these  places,  taken 
adjectively,  cannot  possibly  have  any  other  signification  but  that  of 
** clean"  or  "pure"  (which  may  readily  be  admitted),  how  therefore  does 
it  follow  that  the  same  word  has  the  same  signification  as  a  **  substan- 
tive," when  there  is  nothing  in  the  context  which  affords  the  slightest 
ground  for  the  identification?  But  independently  of  the  above  critical 
reasons,  we  may  confidently  appeal  in  support  of  the  reading  in  the 
Authorized  Version  to  an  authority  which  Dr.  Benisch  himself  will  be 
disposed  to  respect,  a  co-religionist  of  olden  time.  To  the  majority  of 
the  religious  world,  it  seems  most  evident  that  the  Son  in  the  twdfth 
Terse  of  the  second  Psalm  is  identical  with  the  Son  in  the  seventh  verse, 
and  such  it  appeared  to  the  learned  Rabbi  £bn  Ezra.  Quoted  in 
Rosenmiiller's  iScAo/ta  his  words  are,  '*Nomen  ii  autem  eadem  signifi- 
catione  accipiendum  qua  (Prov.  xxxi.),  'atoaru  rrcn  nmo  hens  mi  fili,  mi 
uterine !  convenitque  cum  nn«  m  supra  versu  septimo."  Thus  the 
Rabbi  is  entirely  at  issue  with  Dr.  Benisch  in  his  opinion,  that  the 
word  11  has  not  the  same  meaning  both  in  the  Psalms  and  Proverbs. 
Again,  we  have  the  learned  Rabbi's  opinion,  that  as  the  words,  **  Serve 
the  Lord  with  fear,"  in  the  eleventh  verse  correspond  to  those  against 
the  Lord  in  the  second,  so  do  "  kiss  the  Son"  in  the  twelfth  to  "  his 
anointed,"  also  in  the  second.  "  Quemadraodum  versu  prsecedente 
rrrmn  vas  ru)  \n  r  Vy  in  versu  secundo  respondent,  ita  nunc  na-iptt»  re- 
spondet  rw  •nrtjo^  eodem  illo  commate."  We  could  desire  no  clearer 
testimony  that  the  Son  and  the  Messiah  are  identical. 

With  regard  to  the  second  phrase,  your  correspondent  says  that  the 
"  primary  "  signification  of  iim  is  **  lose  oneself,"  to  **  wander,"  and  for 
this  he  refers  to  Gesenius.  It  is  true  that  in  the  Lexicon  of  that 
eminent  scholar,  abridged  by  Dr.  Robinson,  it  is  so  given,  but  not  in 
the  origina]  by  Roediger.     There  we  find  -qm,   "periit,"   "interiit," 
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giyjen  a*  the  primjury  ffleaningt  and  **  amUfos  ^/'  ''  veiloren  s^n*'  as 
the  secondary.  I  will  not  argue  vbetber  a  preposition  mast  be  meii- 
tally  prefixed  or  not  to  the  word  in-j(|oestioQ,  beK^nse  it  seems  really^  ef 
very  little  importance^  considering  the  loleainity  of  die  language  mmd. 
in  ver.  12,  since  those  who  stray  from  the  right  way  must  be  in  niafti* 
fest  danger  of  perishing. 

Your  correspondent  says.  <*It  is  net  for  the  tramktor  to  decide- 
upon  what  is  meant  by  a  '  pure  one*' "  This  is  the  business  of  the  com-* 
mentator.  But  he  should  recollect  that  in  a  certain  sens^  and  perhaps 
in  a  very  important  one«  a  translator i^  a  cottmentator,  since  he  affixes 
a  particular  meaning  to  a  word  and  eoonmends  it  to  the  reader's  attea-' 
tion.  What  sense  Dr.  fieaisch  will  himself  give  to  his  translation,  it  is 
in  vain  for  me  to  conjecture.  Who  ia  this  •*  pure  one  "  whose  anger  the 
Psalmist  declares  is  productive  of  such  fatal  consequences,  and  who  di^ 
penses  blessings  to  those  who  trust  in  hitn?  To  the  propousder  of  the 
riddle  I  gladly  leave  the  solution. 

Charlton  King^St  Chelienham,  '  H;  P- 

Feb.  UtA,  1863. 


'PAMPHLETS.' 


In  the  /.  S.  L.  for  January  last,  p.  469,  the  reviewer  of  "Adams  on 
St.  Peter"  alludes  to  the  early  use  of  new  words  in  that  book  (1633), 
and  asks,  "Are  we  wrong  in  citing  under  this  last  head  the  word 
*  pamphlets?*"  The  .word  was  probably  not  even  then  in  common  use, 
but  it  existed  at  a  considerably  earlier  period.  Allow  me  to  refer  you 
to  the  earliest  examples  of  which  I  have  any  note.  They  are  to  be 
found  in  the  second  part  of  the  French  Academy,  translated  from  the 
original  of  Peter  de  la  Primaudaye,  and  published  in  London  in  1594, 
The  anonymous  translator  (J.  B.)  in  his  epistle  to  the  reader  is  com- 
plaining of  the  license  and  corruption  of  the  times,  and  in  particular 
he  laments  over  son^e  proiane  and  unbelieving  author,  of  whom  he 
says,  "  And  yet  this  fellow  in  his  life-time,  and  in  the  midst  of  his 
greatest  ruffe,  had  the  press  at  commandment  to  publish  his  lascivious 
pumphlei^t  whereby  he  infected  the  hearts  of  many  young  gentlemen 
and  others  with  his  poisonfxd  platforms  of  love  and  divelish  discourses 
of  &Qcies  fits;  so  that  their  minds  were  no  less  possessed  with  the« 
toyes  of  his  irreligious  brain  than  their  chambers  and  studies  were 
pestered  with  his  lewd  and  wanton  books."  A  little  f\irther  on,  com- 
plaints are  made  about  theatres  and  stage-plays,  which  the  writer  says 
some  learned  men  have  termed,  "  The  school  of  abuse,  the  school  of 
bawdery,  the  nest  of  the  devil  and  sink  of  all  sin ;  the  chair  of  pes- 
tilence, the  pomp  of  the  devil,  the  sovereign  place  of  Satan;"  yet,  adds 
he,  **  This  commendation  of  them  hath  lately  found  tbe  press  that  they 
are  rare  exercises  of  virtue.  It  were  too  long  to  set  down  the  catalogue 
of  those  lewd  and  lascivious  books,  which  have  mustered  themselves  of 
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hte  years  in  Pturs  Churebyard,  as  chosen  soMien  ready  to  fight  under 
tbe  devilV  banner;  of  which  it  may  be  truly  said  that  they  prevail  no 
liBss  (^  not  mom)  to  the  uphc^diug  of  Atheism  in  this  light  of  the 
Gospel^  than  the  legend  of  his  Heron  of  Bordeaux;  King  Arthur,  with 
the  rest  of  that  labble;  were  of  force  to  maintain  popery  in  the  days  of 
ignorance.  Wherefore  my  humble  suit  is  to  all  such  as  may  by  virtue 
^  itheur  aiitli^*ity  stay  the  violent  coarse  of  Atheism  daily  spread 
abroad  by  these  pernicious  pamphleta,  that  they  would  lay  their  helping 
band  for  the  speedy  redress  thereof.  And  as  fbr  those  that  reap  the 
gain  of  in^ui^  by  the  sale  of  such  infectious  stuff,  oh,  what  a  sweet 
smeiling  saerifice  should  they  offer  unto  the  Lord  if  they  would  gather 
aH  such  hurtful  books  together,  and  cause  them  to  pass  through  the 
fire  in  the  midst  of  that  yard  where  now  they  are  so  commonly  sold. 
Hereby  it  would  come  to  pass  that  the  land  being  purged  of  so  great 
eontagioB  ss  droppeth  out  of  the  pens  of  such  godless  brains,  the  Lord 
would  withdraw  his  heavy  hand,  which  now  many  ways  pressetb  us  sore, 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  would  prevail  mightily,  as  it  did  in  Ephesus 
after  the  like  sacrifice,  and  young  gentlemen  and  others  would  employ 
good  hours  upon  better  studies." 

This  was  written  at  the  very  time  when  Shakespere  had  begun  to 
publish  those  plays  which  are  now  held  in  so  much  estimation. 

Q. 


DIL  DAVIDSON'S  INTRODUCTION. 

In  the  second  volume  of  Dr.  Davidson's  Introduction  to  the  Old  Testa* 
tnent^  p.  338,  I  am  astonished  to  find  the  following  extraordinary 
criticism  on  a  point  of  Hebrew  grammar.  He  is  discussing  the  book  of 
Proverbs,  and  says,  **  In  ch.  xxxi.  1  the  word  m^d  is  not  a  proper  uame^ 
because  vim  !|^  V^)^  *  Lemuel,  king  of  Massa,'  is  not  Hebrew.  To 
make  it  good  Hebrew,  ^  should  have  the  Qrti4:le  prefixed ^^^ 

In.  reply  to  this  I  assert  that,  if  Massa  be  a  proper  name,  the  three 
words  quoted  are  perfectly  good  Hebrew,  and  that  Dr.  Davidson's  pro- 
posed emendation,  which  I  have  marked  in  italics,  violates  one  of  the 
moat  elementary  rules  of  Hebrew  grammar,  viz.,  that  a  noun  in  a  state 
of  construction  cannot  ttke  the  definite  article,  the  study  of  Hebrew 
iftd^disat  a  low  ebb  with  us,  and  we  may  well  be  the  laughing-stock 
of  Qerman  scholars.  For  if  these  things  be  done  in  the  green  tree, 
what  $haU  be  done  in  the  dry  7 

Believe  me,  Sir,  yours  truly, 
,  Trinity  GoUeffe,  Cambridge,  W,  Ai.dis  Wright. 

9th  Not.,  1S62. 
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DR.  HINCKS  ON  MANETHO. 

Will  you  kindly  permit  me  to  correct  a  Texatioas  mistake  in  my  article 
on  *•  The  Egyptian  Dynasties  of  Manetho/'  page  367.  The  expression 
there  quoted  as  Ptolemy's  is  not  his.  He  used  the  equivalent  expres- 
sion, Karaino  ro  fUfToyvKTtou,  **  at  the  very  middle  of  the  night**  at 
Bahylon,  and  he  adds  that  this  was  fire-sixths  of  an  hour  before  the 
midnight  of  Alexandria,  that  being  according  to  him  the  difference  of 
time  between  the  two  cities.  Some  years  ago,  I  procured  extracts  from 
the  Almoffest,  containing  Ptdemy's  statements  respecting  the  principal 
edipses  to  which  he  refers.  I  could  not  find  the  paper  containing 
these  extracts  when  I  was  preparing  my  article  in  last  November.  I  was 
sure,  however,  that  I  recollected  the  su6$tance  of  the  statement  which 
Ptolemy  makes  concerning  this  (Halma,  vol.  i.,  p.  245);  and  I  fancied 
that  I  recollected  his  precise  words.  I  have  shice  found  the  paper,  and 
I  lose  no  time  in  making  the  necessary  correction. 

Killyleaght  county  Dovm^  Edw.  Hincks. 

2Ut  February,  1863. 


DATE  OF  THE  APOCALYPSE, 

Allow  me  to  notice  two  slight  errors  in  my  paper  on  the  "  Date  of  the 
Apocalypse,"  in  the  January  number  of  the  J.  8.  L. 

In  p.  455,  for  *'  if  Irenaeus  had  prefixed  a  chronological  heading  to 
his  MS.  of  the  Apocalypse  in  a.d.  105,"  read  a.d.  175. 

In  the  note  to  p.  464,  for  "in  studying  the  Apocalypse,  it  is 
perhaps  necessary  to  avow  both  a  Protestant  and  Romish  bias,*'  for 
avow  read  avoid.  I  am  not  quite  certain  that  my  memory  may  not 
have  deceived  me,  in  my  supposition  that  the  Athenaum  was  the 
journal  in  which  I  had  met  with  the  unfavourable  review  referred  to 
there. 

January  3,  1863.  G. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


I86a-]  {     187     ) 

NOTICES  OF  BOOKS. 


Anecdota  Syriaca.  CoUegit  edidit  explicuit  J,  P.  N.  Lakd,  TheoL 
Doc  Tom*  I.  losunt  Tabula  zjsLviiL  Lithographicao.  Lugdom 
Batavoruio.     1862. 

We  hail  with  pleasure  the  arrival  of  this  handsome  volume.  Its 
editor,  a  young  orientalist  of  great  promise,  and  already  favourably 
known  by  his  Dissertation  upon  the  Ecclesiastical  Sistory  of  John, 
Bishop  of  Ephesus,  in  which  he  was  the  first  to  call  attention  to  the 
great  value  of  the  contents  of  that  contemporaneous  record,  was  sent  to 
London  in  the  autumn  of  1857,  at  the  expense  of  the  Dutch  govern- 
ment, and  continued  there  nearly  a  year,  occupied  in  examining  the 
treasures  of  Syriac  literature  stored  up  in  the  British  Museum,  and  in 
toanscribing  such  manuscripts  as  seemed  to  him  most  worthy  of  his 
pains.  The  three  intervening  years  seem  to  have  been  chiefly  spent  in 
studying  the  works  with  which  he  was  thus  enabled  to  enrich  the 
library  of  the  University  of  Ley  den,  and  the  liberality  of  the  Warner 
trustees  there  has  now  enabled  him  to  give  to  the  world  the  first  in- 
stalment of  the  rich  harvest  which  he  gathered. 

As  Dr.  Land  remarks,  it  is  to  the  general  advantage  that  the  noble 
collections  which  have  gradually  accumulated  at  the  British  Museum 
should  be  examined  by  students  of  different  nations ;  for  as  national 
character  differs,  that  which  is  highly  attractive  to  the  learned  of  one 
country,  is  in  danger  of  being  thought  of  minor  interest  in  another. 
While,  therefore,  English  scholars  have  been  chiefly  interested  in  theo- 
logical writings,  he  claims  for  the  Germans  broader  views,  and  a  philo- 
sophical preference  for  whatever  tends  to  throw  light  upon  the  history 
of  civilization  in  general.  But  while  we  allow  that  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  theoretical  truth  in  Dr.  Land's  canon,  we  do  not  find  it  borne 
out  by  the  facts.  We  owe  to  Dr.  Cureton  the  Ecclesiastical  History  of 
John  ofEphesuSf  and  from  a  Syriac  palimpsest  he  deciphered  the  oldest 
known  text,  by  several  centuries,  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Iliad 
of  Homer.  On  the  other  hand  we  know  of  no  theological  publication 
of  modem  times  which  can  compete  in  interest  or  value  with  the  treatise 
of  TituSj  Bishop  of  Bostra,  or  the  Didascalia  Apostolorum^  edited  by 
Dr.  De  Lagarde.  But  what  is  more  curious.  Dr.  Land  himself  has  not 
struck  out  into  new  ground,  but  followed  in  the  tracks  alreadv  marked 
out  by  others.  Attention  had  already  been  called  to  tte  Leges 
ScBculares — ^the  most  valuable  treatise  in  his  present  volume — by  Mr. 
B.  H.  Cowper,  who  in  his  Analecta  Niccena,  copied  from  this  very 
manuscript,  called  attention  to  it  as  a  "  curious  document."  In  the 
same  author's  Syrian  Miscellanies^  a  translation  may  be  found  of  the 
chronological  extracts  from  Ad.  MS.  14,643,  of  which  Dr.  Land  has 
BOW  given  us  the  Syriac :  while  the  volume  which  is  to  follow  next  in 
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order  will  oontain  such  remains  of  Joba  i^  Epbeeos  as  hare  not  yei 
been  published,  and  will  therefore  only  complete  Dr.  Coreton's  laboias. 

Among  the  rast  wealth  however  of  the  Britkh  Museum^  Dr  Laad^s 
view  of  the  tendencies  of  the  German  mind  settled  at  least  his  own 
eboiee :  and  thus  bis  Anecdota  eonsist  chieflj  of  works  of  historicsi 
interest,  and  such  especially  as  throw  light  upon  the  fortunes  ef  the 
Syrians  themselves.      Besides  fragments,  th^efore,  of  other  parts  of 
John  of  Ephesus'  history,  he  has  transcribed  a  vdiome  by  the  same 
author  containing  the  lives  of  oriental  saints,  the  title  of  which  Dn 
Cureton  had  previously  given  in  the  pre£iee  to  h»  edition  of  the  History* 
Next  follows  a  Historia  Miscellanea^  to  the  publication  of  wbieh  we 
look  forward  with  interest :  for  it  contains  the  Syriac  version  of  the 
once  famous  work  of  Zacharias,  Sishop  of  Mitylene,  of  wfai^  we  bare 
more  than  once  heard  mention  as  existing  among  the  Nitrian  manu- 
scripts: the  short  chronological  record  styled  "the  History  of  die 
Chaliphs,''  but  to  us  most  interesting  from  the  notices  it  contains  of  the 
early  councils,  follows ;  then  the  se<»ilar  laws ;  the  maxims  of  the  sage 
Menander ;  and,  finally,  a  few  leaves  written  in  the  Syro-Palmstisian 
character,  and  containing  portions  of  a  Psalter.     More  than  a  hundred 
leaves,  in  all,  written  in  the  same  character,  were  brought  from  Egypt 
by  Dr.  Tisohendorf  in  his  last  two  journeys  to  the  East,  and  have  been 
lent  to  Dr.  Land  by  the  liberality  of  the  Russian  Government.     Th^ 
contain  two  books  of  Gospds,  and  soane  Homilies,  and  their  publioadon 
would  be  of  value,  not  so  much  from  their  contents  as  from  the  light 
they  might  throw  upon  ihe  dialeet  spoken  in  Palestii^ :  the  classical 
%riac  being  that  of  the  regions  ^astwdrd,   and   Edessa  its  head-* 
quarters. 

In  the  present  volume  we  have  the  Syriae  text,  and  a  Latin  tranda^ 
tion  of  the  book  of  the  Chaliphs^  the  secular  laws,  the  maxims  of 
Menander,  and  also  a  brief  hktory  of  the  St.  Thomas  Christians  ef 
Malabar,  from  a  manuscript  in  the  lihnary  of  the  University  of  Lejden. 
There  is,  further,  a  short  excursus  upon  the  "Laws  of  various  nations," 
ascribed  by  Dr.  Cureton  in  his  Spicilegium  to  Bardesanes,  but  which 
Dr.  Land  considers,  from  internal  evidence,  was  written  by  his  disciple 
Philip.  In  a  second  excursus  he  agrees  that  the  extract  from  Melito 
was  not  taken  from  the  Apology  of  the  venerable  Bishop  of  Sardea, 
but  from  his  treatise  De  Veritate,  For  ourselves  we  own  to  the 
greatest  doubt  as  to  its  being  the  work  of  the  Bishop  at  all.  Cara 
praises  Melito  as  "  doctrina  clarus,''  and  TertuUian  says  that  the  Chris- 
tians regarded  him  aa  a  prophet.  B^t  aitar  hearing  the  extract  in 
question,  we  own  to  a  feeling  of  ^p'eat  relief  on  finding  him  ciJled,  in 
the  heading,  "Melito  the  Philosopher;**  whereas  in  the  three  extracts 
expressly  ascribed  in  the  titles  to  the  Bishop  of  Sardes,  we  think  we 
can  discern  that  "elegans  et  declamatorium  ingenium,"  for  which 
TertuUian  again  praises  him,  and  of  which  we  can  find  no  trace  in  thisi 
frigid  oration.  We  may  add  that  the  early  Christians  were  famous 
fbr  their  knowledge  of  the  Old  Testament^  and  that  Melito  eapeciaily 
was  remarkable  for  a  work  in  six  volumes^  <^t,9intng.  e^traftts  icosuthe 
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Bibley  in  the  preface  of  whidi  is  that  liat  of  its  contents  which  gives  t» 
the  earliest  knowledge  of  the  sacred  canon.  Let  any  one  remembering 
this  read  the  account  of  Elisha  in  p.  44,  and  we  think  he  will  grant 
that  the  Melito  who  wrote  the  extract  had  bnt  a  very  shallow  and 
fieeond-faand  knowledge  ol  t^  Script«n*6s :  and  so  of  the  account  of  the 
deluge, — the  £ood  of  Noah  is  put  in  p^  51  on  just  the  same  level  with 
a  previous  '^  flood  and  wind,  when  the  chosen  men  were  destroyed  by  a 
m^hty  north  wind,  and  the  just  wei^  1^  for  a  demonstration  of  the 
truth."  No  CJhristian  wrote  this,  bitt  some  eclectic  philosopher,  who 
had  at  most  a  very  sHght  knowledge  of  the  Bible,  and  who  might  very 
well  bcdd  a  plaee  in  tiie  same  volume  as  the  Gnostic  Bardesanes.  For 
we  must  eall  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  extracts  which  reaUy  belong 
to  the  Bifihop  of  Sardes  are  taken  from  a  very  different  manuscript. 

Next  in  order  we  have  a  most  valuable  dissertation  upon  Synae 
PalsBography  ;  containing  an  account  of  their  mmmer  of  writing,  lite 
materials  they  employed,  their  ink,  pens,  parchment,  paper,  etc.;  and  in 
whieh  Dr.  Land  makes  it  appear  probable  that  the  Syrians  occasionally 
made  use  of  quills^  We  have  ourselves  seen  a  copy  of  the  Gospels 
brought  from  Malabar,  in  which  are  rough  drawings  of  the  four  evange* 
lists,  eaeh  with  hie  ink-horn  hanging  from  the  mouth  of  some  animal, 
while  in  his  hand  he  holds  a  verhable  pen,  with  the  feathered  part  so 
dearly  drawn  that  nvist^e  ib  impossible.  The  manuscript  is  not  ancient, 
hut  these  things  are  so  oA;en  ^pied  frfm  ge^o^pration  to  generation,  that 
they  may  be  taken  &i«ni  something  of  greater  antiquity. 

We  think  it  juSt  possible  then  t^t  the  Syrians  did  sometimes 
perhaps  write  with  quills ;  but  when  Dn  Land  goes  a  step  farther,  and 
denies  them  the  use  of  the  reed,  we  are  obliged  to  halt.  His  words 
are  i*^"'  Nee  video  qua  radone  calami  usum,  dum  huic  homini  abjudi- 
eamus,  ejus  eoUegis  tribuere  cogamur."  We  turn  thearefore  to  the 
NomenekUor  of  Elias  Barsins^s,  fbiudule»dy  published  under  the 
name  of  Thomas  a  Novaiia.  In  p.  165  we  have  a  list  of  the  imple- 
ments used  by  the  scribe.  Among  them  we  have  |;^CD>  [  >  1  C*) 
ailamm  scrtbcBj  the  scribe's  reed,  but  not  a  word  about  quills.  We 
next  turn  to  our  own  private  collections  from  the  BihliotTieca  Orientalis, 
iknd  find  nothing  under  the  Syriac  equivalent  for  pens,  but  two  passages 
proving  the  use  of  the  reed.  The  first  is  taken  from  a  Homily  upon 
ihe  Lor(fs  Supper  by  S.  Isaac  the  Great,  a  writer  of  the  fifth  century, 

and  will  be  found  in  Bih.  Or.^  \,f  220,  col.  b,  as  follows :  wOZ|>jO^ 

♦loiifcl  J  1^1-^  \^<y^.  "  (Piaith)  held  out  to  me  the  reed  of  the  spirit, 
and  bade  me  sign :  and  I  took  it  and  wrote  and  confessed,  This  is 
the  body  of  God."  The  second  belongs  to  the  ninth  century,  being 
taken  from  the  Monastic  History  qf  Thomas  of  Marga  {Ib.j  iii.,  i., 
490,  c.  a.),  where  speaking  of  a  monk  who  shortly  before  his  death 
saw  a  wonderful  vision,  he  proceeds  :-^lAa>io  »oAoo  1 1,1  O  ^\£L# 
^Ollk  wftQ.»2.^;  \xn  ]c\^  ^^  cnAjkXo}  '^  He  took  a  reed,  and  wrote 
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vpom  tlM  wall  (^  his  cell  an  aeecrant  of  the  wm<m  whidi  had  BcppeaakA 
unto  him/' 

We  have  also  been  told  that  the  Nestorian  priest  from.  Orootntah, 
who  spent  a  portion  of  last  year  in  London,  very  mnch  dtsUked  t&e 
use  of  the  quill,  and  wrote  with  the  reed.  Nor  did  he  approre  of  our 
ink,  but  prc^rred  lampblack  mixed  with  a  solution  of  gum.  Our  owft 
eyes  also  convince  us  that  Syriac  manuscripts  were  written  with  the 
Teed«  No  quill  could  continue  page  after  page  writing  with  the  same 
exactness,  luid  with  every  letter  so  truly  formed,  that  no  printing  coidd 
be  more  easy  to  read  wherever  time  has  spared  its  ravages.  But  evem. 
more  conclusive  are  the  rapid  scrawls  often  found  in  the  fly  "leaves  of 
manuscripts,  and  recording  the,  no  doubt,  interesting  fact  to  the  writer 
that  he  once  saw,  and  occasionally  that  lie  had  even  read,  the  ^^blessei 
book."  The  lines  of  those  could  only  have  been  made  with  the  reed. 
And,  in  short,  the  interesting,  an!  we  may  add  surprising,  &ct  wlildk 
Dr.  Land  has  discovered  is  that  the  Syrians  ever  used  quills  at  idL 

It  is  a  notion  of  grammarians  that  though  the  Syrians  read  from 
right  to  1^,  yet  that  ihey  wrote  from  the  top  of  the  page  to  the 
bottcmi,  turning  the  parchment  sideways.  In  proof  of  this  Hoffinann 
gives  a  very  respectable  list  of  authorities  in  p.  72,  of  his  Orammar; 
and  Dr.  Land  has  found  a  'Curious  confirmation  of  the  idea  in  a  manu- 
script of  the  sixth  century.  One  or  two  Greek  words  which  occur  in 
the  Syriac,  are  there  written  vertically  instead  of  horizontally,  as 
if  the  scribe  were  too  lazy  to  turn  his  parchment  round.  Upon  thfe 
subject  we  should  like  to  know  whether  tie  custom  was  general,  or  con*- 
fined  to  one  school  of  caligraphers.  Certainly  the  priest  referred  to 
above,  from  Oroomiah,  wrote  like  an  ordinary  mortal.  But  the  writing 
of  Syriac,  espeeially  in  the  older  characters,  was  a  very  slow  and 
laborious  process,  and  probably  no  manuscripts  exist  in  the  worid  mo^he 
beautifully  and  carefully  executed  than  Syriac :  and  though  we  should 
require  strong  proof  to  convince  us  of  the  general  previdence  of  thk 
vertical  method  of  writing,  yet  we  readily  allow  that  some  families  of 
scribes  may  have  adopted  some  such  practice.  In  the  coloj^ons  we 
frequently  find  testimony  to  the  difficulty  of  the  scribe's  office ;  often 
they  speak  as  if  borne  down  by  a  sense  of  utter  weariness,  and  dedape 
that  the  sight  of  the  last  line  fills  them  with  the  same  delight  as  Ijbe 
sight  of  land  gives  to  the  storm-tost  sailor.  And  we  remember  (me 
copyist  who  says,  '*  It  was  a  wise  man  who  said  that  it  is  easier  to 
write  with  stones  upon  men's  backs,  than  to  transcribe  the  lines  of  a 
book." 

Of  the  manuscript  in  which  these  vertical  specimens  of  writing; 
occur  Dr.  Land  gives  us  a  lithographed  specimen,  and  we  can  safely 
affirm  that  nothing  can  be  much  more  beautiful  or  interesting  to  a 
palaeographer  than  the  lithographs  with  which  this  book  is  adorned. 
Besides  the  frontispiece,  in  which  are  facsimiles  of  four  Syriac  manu- 
scripts belonging  to  Dr.  Lee,  of  Hartwell  House,  there  are  twenty- 
seven  plates  executed  with  great  skill,  and  containing  extracts  from 
more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  codices  in  the  British  Museum. 
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Hm  faoBimiles  from  Hartwell  are  interesting  as  giring  vs  speeiBieiHi  «f 
that  interlaced  work  so  familiar  to  Syriac  students,  but  which  Professor 
Westwood,  in  bis  Palaographia  Sacra  Pictorta,  declares  to  be  equally 
characteristic  of  Anglo- Sazon  and  Irish  manuscripts.  It  consista  of 
ribbons  intertwioed  in  a  great  variety  of  intricate  patterns,  and  is  some^ 
times  delicately,  but  more  frequently  coarsely,  drawn ;  and  is  almost 
the  tsole  ornament  ever  found  in  Syriac  books. 

The  manuscripts  from  which  Dr.  Land  has  copied  his  facsimiles 
tve  mostly  of  an  ascertained  date,  and  are  therefore  a  very  valuable 
aid  towards  fixing  the  relative  period  at  which  others,  of  which  the 
folopbons  have  perished,  were  written.  And  as  time  has  generally 
been  most  busy  with  his  ravages  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  books — 
fer,  in  the  ages  of  neglect,  while  their  outsides  were  exposed  to  dirt  and 
tielenee,  their  inudes  were  left  alone — ^many  of  our  most  valuable 
munuseripts  have  lost  their  titles-  and  endings :  but  by  the  aid  of  these 
well«exe(»ited  lithographs  it  will  be  less  difficult  to  arrive  at  a  trust- 
worthy conclusion  as  to  the  age  to  which  they  may  be  referred. 

Omitting  dialectic  varieties.  Dr.  Land  has  shewn  that  there  are  four 
chief  al{^abets  in  use  among  Syriac  scribes.  Of  these  the  first  and 
oUest  is  the  Estrangelo,  probably  so  called  icom  being  the  character  in 

which  the  gospels  were  copied,  ^A  i  \  ^  IqI   Ir^^;    but  gradually 

forms  less  difficult  to  write  were  adopted,  and  a  middle-ancient  style 
grew  into  general  use,  which  in  process  of  lime  was  modified,  until  in 
comparatively  modem  manuscripts  the  Maronite  or  simple  characters 
p^vail.  To  the  title  of  Nestorian,  as  applied  to  the  middle-ancient 
or  "Meiocene"  style,  Dr.  Land  objects  with  some  reason;  but  his 
words  as  applied  to  the  drawers  up  of  the  short  catalogue  in  the  British 
Museum  are  founded  upon  a  mistake.  Speaking  of  a  Jacobite  leo- 
tionary,  he  says,  '^  Minime  ut  ^omniant  catalog!  autores  (p.  42),  cha^ 
rsctere  antique  Nestoriano.''  But  the  authors  of  the  catalogue  did  not 
mean,  as  Dr.  Land  seems  to  have  conduded,  that  it  was  a  Nestorian 
work,  or  written  by  a  Nestorian  scribe,  but  that  it  was  in  the  character 
next  in  antiquity  to  the  Estrangelo,  and  technically  called  Nestorian. 
Dr.  Land  calls  attention  to  the  fanct  that  the  remnant  of  Nestorians 
apon  the  lake  Oroomiab  still  use  a  somewhat  similar  alphabet,  and  that 
the  Ammoan  missionaries  have  adopted  it  in  tbmr  splendid  edition  of 
the  Scriptures  printed  there;  and  to  this  he  thinks  the  title  of  Nestorian 
sboald  be  confined.  But  he  also  notices  that  the  St.  Thomas  Christians 
in  Malabar  use  the  same  character,  and  doubtless  he  is  aware  that  they 
are  not  Nestmans  but  Jacobites. 

The  Syrians  are  also  in  the  habit  of  writing  other  languages  in 
th«r  own  alphabet,  just  as  the  Jews  use  Hebrew  letters  for  all  tongues 
indifferently,  and  have  done  so  from  the  time  of  Maimonides  to  the 
present  day.  They  call  this  Carshun,  and  though  not  confined  to 
Arsbic,  yet  from  the  prevalence  of  this  language  in  Asia,  we  more  fre^ 
quently  find  it  so  written  than  any  other  language.  Nothing  is  more 
<iommon  in  great  libraries  than  copies  of  portions  of  the  Scriptures^ 
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especially  Psaltert  wdtten  u»  double  eoltiSMe,  of  wbi^  one  eontaiiia 
the  Peschito,  and  the  other  an  Arabic  tranalation.  Bat  we  have  also 
seen  in  the  Bodleian  Turkish  works  written  in  Syriac  characters,  "and 
that  being  now  the  state  language  in  the  Asiatic  dominioBS  of  Tivkey^ 
the  priest,  mentioned  above,  from  Oroomiah  used  to  write  Turkish  ako 
in  Syriac  letters.  Of  this  style  <d  wrking  Dr.  Land  says,  *'  Karsuni^^ 
cam  scripturam  quis  quando  invenerit,  et  nominis  originem  neseio.^'  We 
find,  however,  in  the  preface  to  the  Syriac  and  Arctic  Ntw  Testament^ 
edited  at  Rome,  A.  1703,  by  Faustus  Nairomus,  that  that  leamel 
Maronite  ascribes  its  invention  to  a  native  of  Mesopotamia,  who  findloi^ 
that  the  Syriac  Christians  there  were  losing  their  knowledge  of  t^eir 
native  tongue,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  using  Arabic  in  their  business 
transactions,  while  they  retuned  the  use  of  their  own  alphabet,  began 
to  afiix  to  their  copies  of  the  Scriptures  an  Arabic  version  oommeiuled 
to  them  by  the  retention  of  their  own  venerated  characters.  From 
that  day  this  mode  of  writing  has  borne  his  name :  and  as  Gabrid 
Sionita  and  the  Assemani  fBibl.  Med,  Laurent,  et  Pal,  Codd,  Catj 
p,  51 ;  Bihh  Vat  Codd,  Cat,,  ii.  23)  accept  this  statement,  we  conclude 
that  probably  it  is  the  true  one. 

But  it  is  time  to  proceed  to  the  works,  of  which  both  the  OTiginal 
and  a  translation  are  contained  in  this  volume.  Of  the  principle  of 
attaching  such  a  translation  to  the  Syriac  we  highly  approve,  but 
regret  that  we  are  compelled  to  find  serious  fault  with  its  executioni 
In  the  present  state  c^  Oriental  studies,  works  edited  simply  in  the 
original  tongue  can  be  scarcely  regarded  as  more  than  materials  made 
available  for  future  use*  Probably  not  a  hundred  persons  have  read 
the  very  valuable  treatises  edited  with  scrupulous  exactness  by  Dr. 
De  Lagarde.  But  in  the  present  state  of  Syriac  lexicography  the 
labour  of  translation  is  very  severe,  and  the  qualifications  which  would 
suffice  for  rendering  with  tolerable  accuracy  a  Greek  or  Latin  authoiv 
where  every  word  is  explained  in  lexicons,  and  every  difficult  passage 
buoyed  by  notes  and  commentaries,  are  inadequate  when  the  translator 
is  the  first  explorer  of  new  ground,  and  finds  in  ^very  half-page  words 
unknown  to  dictionaries.  All  this  we  would  bear  in  mind ;  but  never- 
theless we  feel  that  Dr.  Land  has  not  always  taken  reasonable  pains 
with  his  renderings,  and  especially  that  he  has  not  a  proper  respect  for 
the  rules  of  grammar.  Mistakes  in  the  meaning  of  single  words  we 
think  lightly  about ;  but  Syriac  grammar  is  so  exact,  and  defines  so 
clearly  the  forms  of  its  rich  variety  of  nouns  and  adjectives,  and  the 
like,  that  it  gives  no  excuse  for  its  violation  or  neglect.  And  engaged 
as  Dr.  Land  is  upon  a  very  important  woi^,  which  must  form  a  part  iji 
the  library  of  every  Syriac  scholar,  we  trust  in  his  next  volu^ite  ^hat 
he  will  give  proofs  of  a  more  careful  attention  to  that  accuracy  which 
we  may  have  a  right  to  expect. 

To  shew  that  our  strictures  are  not  unfounded,  we  will  bring  forward 
a  few  specimens  of  the  inexactness  of  which  we  complain.  Already 
then,  in  the  second  page,  we  have  the  title  and  first  ten  lines  of  the 
Hexarmeron  of  James  of  Edessa^  and  in  it  occur  these  words,  ^lO^^ 
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til  i  *^Zo  -  >\^ri7o     Tbey  are  addressed  by  a  certain  Constantine, 

at  whose  reqoesi  the  work  was  written,  to  James,  and  mean,  It  is  thy 
duty  as  precseptor  to  speak :  and  that  of  my  infirmity  <^  mind,  t. «»,  of 
my  huioble  selj^  to  he^r  and  receiTe  and  understand.  Bat  Dr.  Land 
p^^TS  : — ^Et  to®  (inteUigenti«B)  preceptor  qm.  looutus  es,  et  per  poten- 
tial mentis  mesd  qvod  audivit  et  recepit  et  consideravit.  This  is  not 
tibe  first  thing  in  this  short  eztnu^  which  we  shoukl  render  differen^y 
%aa  Dr.  Land,  hut  we  quote  it  because,  giving  a  wrong  meaning 
io  f/o\  1  >»V>,  it  violates  grammar.  His  rendering,  whatever  it 
may  mean,  would  only  be  possible  if  the  Syriac  read  Z^|,  AsV>», 

But  let  us  proceed  to  the  appendix,  in  which  the  Syriac  text  of  Dn 
Land's  works  will  be  found.  Passing  over  minor  matters  we  find  in 
page  6  the  statement,  that  Jovinianus  gave  up  Nisibis,  and  Armenia 
with  its  dependencies  ^Jk)}ail^  which  Dr.  Land  translates  huic  man- 
dauti,  and  compares  the  Talmudic  word  p-^n,  mandaium.  We  will  not 
^baie  poTffi,  though  its  meaning  rather  is,  ^^  leave  or  licence  given  to  do 
Wiything ;"  but  Buxtorf  does  give  a  passage  where  he  renders  it  "  regis 
numdati^''  though  we  think  the  meaning  is,  "  the  king's  lieenoe  or  per- 
cussion;" but  will  confine  ourselves  to  the  Syriac.   The  words.are  "He 

gave  up  ^5ai!l  ai!l  ^iSV^aV);  IZoil]  S>q:l  ai:^  U-^loSl. 
Now  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  ^loioil^  can  have  nothing 

to  do  with  Ol^  a  fern,  pronoun  referring  to  Armenia.  Had  the  con- 
Btroction  been  as  Dr.  Land  supposes,  the  genius  of  the  Syriac  language 
yrmM.  have  required  that  the  pronoun  should  be  repeated-  and  the 

scribe  would  have  given  the  good  Syriac  word  OU|JOQ,2l^  instead  of 
searching  the  Talmud  for  an  exotic.  The  word  can  only  be  a  dative 
after  the  verb  to  give^  and  must,  therefore,  be  an  equivalent  for  the 
other  dative  l"/^7^^  put  immediately  after  the  verb.  And  this 
lands  us  on  stdfe  ground  at  once ;  ^2l75ai  is  the  Persian  evil  demon 
Ahrimanes, — The  sting  of  the  sentence  is  in  its  tail.  A  Christian 
emperw  gives  up  Christian  towns  to  the  Persians,  to  Ahriman.  Con- 
stantly we  find  the  writers  of  those  days  regard  the  struggle  between 
the  Bomans^and  the  Persians  as  a  personal  strife  between  the  true  and 
tibe  fidse  God.  We  grant  that  Ahriman  is  more  frequently  written 
^Jk>$ai),  but  iihe  Syrians  add  on  or  omit  an  olaph  without  sctmple ; 
and  we  remember  having  at  least  once  met  with  the  form  ^^5oi,  in 
Assent.  Act.  Mart,  i.,  228,  1,  2. 

In  page  19  we  have  an  account  of  the  council  of  Gangra,  which 
among  other  things  condemned  those  who  forbade  the  use  of  meats. 
Dr.  Land  (page  118)  renders  their  canon  as  follows:  "Abillo  jam 
tempere  quern  Deus  Aaronto  sacerdotum  (?  sacerdotem)  constituit,  qui 
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manu  dextra  et  maxilla  et  huxDilitata^gr!Qgpeiapayk,,et  a4  ^H  3ac«ir4otfipp 
usque,  iacerdotes  IsraelU  qarnibup.yesQ^l^ftiutttr-"  . Sureljr ^Jjf ;Aai?w 
fed  bia  flock  with  his  right  hand,  he  migUt  feave.apa^  ihei?^^  tie  ja^j^ 
and  if  he  plentifully  used  both  hand  aid  }Wj\  ^^  4o.  iw>t  think  tha^ 
they  would  have  said  that  he  fed  them  with  hunulitj.  NoEj?an  we  <»dl 
up  to  mind  any  part  of  Scripture  where  Aaron  is  said  to  hi^e  fe4* 
flock  at  all:  and  if  he  had,  we  do  not  see  what  bearipg  Jbis  feeding 
with  hb  right  hand  and  jaw  could  have  upon  the  question  of.  eating 
meat.  It  may  seem  incredible  that  instead  of  these  extraordinary 
words  the  Syriac  simply  quotes  Deut.  xviii.  3,  It  is  true  that, Dr* 
Land  makes  two  alterations^  changing  |1  itoiiJ  inid  ft.iiiV^ii'lTij  «Bd 

]A^aj-2k  into  IZoj-J-L.  The  former  he  gires  as  an  Emendation,  the  lat- 
ter was  |jrobably  a  lapsus  calami^  wriiing  a  familiar  hi  an  unfenjiliar 
word.  The  passage  therefore  really  means :  **  From  the  time  that  God 
assigned  t6  Aaron  the  high  priest  the  right  shoulder,  the  cheek,  and 
the  maw,  to  the  days  of  Eli  the  priest,  the  priests  of'  Israel  ate  fl^h'.** 

We  must  acknowledge  on  Dr.  Land's  behalf  t^at  ^A^QlUU  occurs  m,nf 
lexicon ;  but  in  spite  c^  the  broader  views  of  the  Germans,  we  uiigftft 
reasonably  expect  a  knowledge  of  the  Pen^tteoeh  in  a  SyrilCradicdittwi 

We  have  a  private  canon  of  Qor  own,  but  foupdediruj^wa  ftiyety 
wide  induction,  that  emendations  of  the  text  are  a  confession  that  the 
editdr  does  TM>t  undieratand  what  ■tb«MHMhei'  'wrole»-  -  fiow  ^^Ki6  ^bad 
Greek  and  worse  Latin  we  should  have  bedu  sjiiared*  h^d  ciditoi^Jisteiait 
of  condemning  the  author  distrusted  themselves!  E;$<$ept  pbyijouf^ 
mistakes  of  spelling,  we  utterly  disbelieve  in  all  corrections.  Without 
going  quite  so  &r  as  Dr.  Da  Lagarde,  Who,  if  he  finds  a  l^teriiafldistied' 
in  the  original,  mutilates  the  type  so  as  exactly  to  repr^ei^tj^,^  yf^ 
would  neverthieless  say  to  every  translator.  If  your,  version  requires 
any  ero^dation  of  the  text,  dep^d  upcm  it  ydui^  version ,  is  wrong.(' 
And  to  editcNTs  we  would  give  similar  adviee,  If  yom  oaamet  tiodorkidnd 
what  the  manuscripts  give  you,  the  fault  lies  not  in  them,  but  m  your 
own  muddled  brains.  However,  we  grant  that  Dr;  Land  is  not  often, 
troubled  with  this  demon  of  emendation,  but, that  his  Syriae  text  may' 
be  well  and  accurately  done. 

We  may  notice,  however,  ^ne  other  instance.     In  page  65  6f  tHfe' 

Appendix,  Dr.  Land  alters  4^1  ^^^to  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  4^^^^  ^^  » 
very  dubious  word.  It  may  exist,  but  we  defer  our  belief  in  ita  exist- 
ence until  proof  thereof  is  adduced.     For  the  present  we  are  conte^rt»d^ 

with  the  strong  (j^inion  that  the  Syrians  used  for  it  theSttapb*  %fe,ih4  AV>^ 
But  no  emendation  is  neoessary.  Menandar.  in^  the  plaee  iu  question 
recommends  any  father  who  has  a  worthless  son  to  make  a  gladiator  of 
him.  "Put  sword  and  knife  in  his  hand,  aiia  pray  that  fie  liiay  soon' 
get  killed."  Now  when  the  empire  became  Christian  alt  persons  con- 
nected with  the  theatre,  the  stadium,  and  the  hippodrome,  became 
infames :  they  lost  their  civil  rights,  and  could  not  even  make  a  wiH. 
Numerous  proofs  of.  this  occur  in  the  Leges  ScBculare^.     Now  we  can- 
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net  see  any  reason  why  Menander  may  not  have  said.  If  thy  son  turn 
out  audacious,  and  an  athlete ;  and  daring  and  a  thief.  We  have  four 
words  in  the  ahsolnte  state,  of  which  the  first  and  third  are  adjectives 
of  the  same  meaning,  bold,  daring ;  while  the  second  and  fourth  are 
flnbstantives,  and  shew  what  their  daring  leads  on  to.  To  introduce  a 
participle  into  the  second  place  spoils  the  symmetry  of  the  whole  sen- 
tence, nor  would  it  mean  nequarriy  but  exsecratus,  maledictus — some- 
thing suflFered  from  others,  and  not  a  bad  quality  or  habit  in  yourself. 
Menander  then  recommends  that  if  the  son  take  to  the  stadium — to  the 
prize-ring — ^his  considerate  father,  afraid  of  the  discredit  which  the  son 
may  bring  upon  him,  should  encourage  him  to  become  a  gladiator  at 
once,  and  so  ensure  an  early  deliverance  from  him.  We  fully,  after 
this,  assent  to  Dr.  Land's  opinion  that  Menander  was  not  a  Christian. 
It  is  in  the  translation  of  this  sage  Menander  that  we  most  fre- 
quently find  reason  to  dissent  from  Dr.  Land's  version.  The  Syriac  is 
by  no  means  easy,  but  its  difficulty  chiefly  consists  in  the  translator 
having  somewhat  slavishly  followed  the  order  of  the  Greek  original. 
Put  his  maxims  back  into  Greek,  and  they  become  comparatively  easy. 
We  mil  give  an  instance.  At  the  foot  of  p.  65  is  a  passage  which  Dr. 
Land  tran^ates :  Quando  eibi  venter  plenus  est,  abi.  Attamen  decora 
tiW  non  esl,  ut  canes  edunt^  ventris  plenitas.    The  Syriac  of  the  last 

sentence  is :  *:*)fiD;JS}  cni>Z  loSoS  AN  i  ol  ^  ]nn#  P  ^sT). 
Kow  tn^#  is  the  partkaple  of  a  verb  signifying  to  permit^  give  leaved 
In  Epbr.  i.  280,  Benedictus  renders  ]l5Z  interperanticL  These,  how- 
ever, are  trifles :  but  to  render  |nNn\  AN  i  O |  as  dogs  eat^  is  to  set 
an  rules  of  grammar  and  construction  at  nought.     AN  %  l]  is  a  fem. 

pass,  part,  (nNoN  is  the  dative  of  the  agent  after  a  passive  verb ; 
and  the  words  can  only  mean  eaten  by  dogs*  Had  the  passage  been 
originally  written  in  Syriac,  we  should  have  felt  uncertain  what  to  do 
vi&  theae  words,  but  in  a  translation  firom  the  Greek  we  know  that 
iS^j  are  osly  an  awkward  way  of  rendering  icvp6brjKro9  a  poetical 

epithet  of  ]\iL ;  and  thus  the  whole  passage  means :  When  thy 
stomach  is  full,  depart ;  but  thy  dog-begnawed  insatiableness  of  appe- 
tite will  not  let  thee.  In  other  words,  thy  gluttony  is  as  insatiable  as 
if  a  pack  of  dogs  were  gnawing  at  thy  maw. 

The  same  indifference  to  the  minutiae  of  grammar  is  seen  in  p. 
69.  Dr.  Land  translates  a  passage  there:  Ab  adulterio  omninq 
abetine;   quare  turpia  et  flagitoria  bona  emere  vis?     The  Syriac  ist 

<^yQU>l  \^i  jo  'UfOO  11^?  ^^Z-  1^^?9  ft^d  staggered  by  hav- 
ing to  render  l-IiO}  by  bona,  Dr.  Land  appends  a  note,  saying  that  it 

signifies  pretia  vel  prssmia.  But  pretia  and  pr»mia  are  by  no  means 
the  same  thing.  Grant  that  in  paying  a  trader  his  pricSj  we  also  give 
him  a  premium  upon  his  dishonesty^  still  the  two  aspects  of  the  same 

o2 
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transaction  are  expressed  by  differetit  words,  and  \x^  dom  vi^^ 
price^  but  does  not  signify  reward.  "  To  buy  a  price  "  is  not  sense, 
nor  can  it  refer,  as  Dr.  Land  thinks, '  to  the  cruel  punishments  which 
were  the  rewards  in  ancient  time  of  adultery,  because  the  word  does  not 

signify  reward.     But  the  Syriac  is  dear.    The  verb  ]o»  require* } 

after  it,  and  it  is  only  because  )  requires  the  same  constraeti<m  as  the 

Latin  uty  that  you  can  have  5qSdZ  in  the  indefinite  tense.  The  transla- 
tion is :  Why  wish  to  buy  rotten  and  polluted  waters  ?  And  a  proof 
that  waters  is  an  ordinary  euphemism  for  adultery,  one  quotation  miay 
suffice,  Prov.  ix.  17. 

We  shall  content  ourselves  with  one  passage  more.     In  page  7^ 

we  read:  IZo;;^)  ]Zo^Lo  mj  ^-^y  which  Dr.  Land  renders,  ove^ 
audaces,  reddit  nutricatio.  He  further  gives  a  learned  note  to  prove 
that  fZo^So  might  mean  in  Arabic  the  giving  suck :  but  he  has  not 

given  any  proofe  from  natural  history  of  so  remarkable  a  phenomenon 
as  that  giving  suck  makes  ewes  audacious.  We  recommend  the  subject, 
however,  to  the  Carolinians,  whom  Mr.  Russell  in  his  Dtar^  describes 
as  ransacking  nature  for  the  names  of  ferocious  animals  with  whieh  to 
adorn  their  raiments  ;  why  not  call  one  of  the  fiercest  '*  The  suckling 

ewes  ?"    Now,  whatever  Zo^Lo  may  be  in  Arabic,  it  is  a  common* word 

enough  in  Syriac.  It  occurs,  for  instance,  in  the  Ejnstle  of  St.  James. 
Asseman  {B.  0.,  i.,  113),  renders  it  cotitradictio,  and  we  venture  to 
suggest  that  the  passage  means,  contradiction  irritates  sheep ;  or  in  the 
vernacular,  contradiction  would  irritate  a   lamb.     If  Dr.  Land  will 

search  in  Proverbs  for  what  Solomon  says  of  ]Aj  ^  ZAj|,  a  word  from 

the  same  root  t^,  he  will  own  that  the  ancients  did  dislike  being 

contradicted ;  for  better,  he  says,  it  is  to  sit  alone  on  the  comer  of  the 
roof  than  to  dwell  with  a  contradictory  woman ;  for  she  is  as  bad  as 
the  continual  dripping  of  water  through  the  roof  on  a  wintry  day. 

We  have  often  noticed  in  Dr.  Land  this  tendency  to  neglect 
the  obvious  for  the  obscure.  Already  we  have  had  -lo5ai,  and  px 
paged,  we  read:  )lo}  o]  ]Lm\  t  iOom  ^]Sn()0.  Nowoi^DQie 
is  even  a  more  common  word  than  iZo^So,  being  the  plural  contract 

form  of  IqqjCO,  a  branch,  and  we  will  own  that  we  should  have  l|e$« 
content  with  rendering  the  passage,  ashes  made  from  branches  of  Sm 

olive  or  palm.     Not  so  Dr.  Land :  he  sees  in  *  inofn  the  Greek  word 
cvtcTjy  a  fig-trte.      True,  the  Syriac  has  a  word  of  its  own  fi)r  fig-tree, 
namely,  \LL ;  and  captious-minded  people  might  object  that  it  is  very 
improbable  that  the  ashes  of  so  foul- smelling  a  plant  a^  the  fig  should  be/ 
used  in  a  religious  rite  along  with  those  of  the  olive  and  palm ;  but  we 
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mti9i  dwa  (mcBol^es  ia  a  fie^ng  <tf  adtB&rfttioBa  at  the  ingenWosBefls  of 
the  rendering. 

We  make  these  remarks  unwillingly,  and  through  no  desire  to 
depreciate  Dr.  Land's  labours ;  en  the  contrary,  we  consider  his 
Anecdota  a  most  valuable  addition  to  our  stock  of  Syriac  literature,  and 
fehotild  gready  regret  to  find  in  the  succeeding  Tolumes  the  same  marics 
«f  cnrelessaesft  aa  are  visible  in  that  which  we  have  now  before  us.  Wa 
are  quite  aware  thai  Dr.  Land  has  no  easy  task ;  it  is  much  the  same  as 
if  any  one  had  to  translate  for  the  first  time  the  Timsdus  or  Menander, 
with  the  aid  of  Schleusuer's  Thesaurus  only.  Or  rather  worse :  for 
Scbleusuer  does  give  all  the  words  in  the  Septuagint  with  satisfactory 
explanations,  while  Castell  not  only  omits  numerous  words  altogether, 
but  in  all  difficult  passages  contents  himself  with  Gabriel  Sionita's  ren- 
derings, which,  after  a  careful  study  of  the  Peshito,  we  are  bound  to  say 
are  habitually  wrong,  and  only  accidentally  and  occasionally  right. 
Nothing,  therefore,  that  we  have  said  militates  against  the  expression 
of  our  honest  conviction  that  Dr.  Land  has  rendered  a  great  service  to 
Syriac  scholars ;  we  may  also  add  that  typographioal  errors  in  the 
l&yriae  are  few,  though  fairly  abundant  in  the  Latin ;  but  we  do  consider 
thi^  to  make  him  a  skilful  and  competent  editor  he  stands  in  need  of 
ft  aoiAewliat  more  extensive  course  of  Syriac  reading.  Had  he,  for 
inatanoe,  read  the  Pentateuch  with  an  interleaved  lexicon  at  his  side, 

to  say  nothing  of  [A  iO  V\  he  never  could  have  written  in  p.  64  "onXj 

statu  sirnplici  nusquam  inveni ;"  for  he  would  have  found  •^j^QJ  CTUkj, 

Deut.  xxxiL  12 ;  ib.  21,  01^1  )1d,  while  other  writers  would  have 

given  him,  usque  ad  nauseam^  such  phrases  as  Ol^t  |J;  for  o  Oeo^s ; 

^-iOO^l  0^1 ;  ^<^  0^1,  etc. 

We  would  especially  notice  the  "  Secular  Laws  "  as  worthy  of  an 
attentive  perusal.  It  is  probably  not  so  old  as  Dr.  Land  imagines ; 
for  the  volume  from  which  it  is  copied  is  made  up  of  portions  of  four 
different  manuscripts,  and  we  observe  that  Mr.  Cowper  considers  that 
of  these  only  one  belongs  to  the  sixth  century  (Anal,  Nicobti,,  iv.)  It 
is,  however,  highly  interesting,  and  throws  great  light  upon  the  legal 
relations  and  every  day  life  of  the  Aramaic  subjects  of  Rome.  The 
mutual  rights  of  husband  and  wife,  parent  and  child,  freeman  and  slave, 
are  clearly  set  out,  and  after  comparing  it  with  the  Norao-canon  of 
Bar-Hebrseus,  we  find  this  distinctive  difference,  that  Bar-Hebraeus's 
work  is  a  digest  of  such  ecclesiastical  canons  chiefly  as  affected  civil 
rights,  while  the  present  treatise  is  occupied  with  the  rescripts  of  the 
Roman  emperors.  Leave  is  occasionally  given  to  appear  before  the 
bishop  or  clergy,  as  a  cheaper  process  for  some  legal  act  than  applica- 
tion to  the  civil  courts,  but  otherwise  no  reference  is  made  to  them. 
As  these  laws  are  adapted  to  the  use  of  the  Syrians,  they  contain  much 
incidental  information  concerning  their  habits,  and  thereby  throw  light 
upon  passages  of  Holy  Scripture.  St.  PauVs  command  to  the  bishop 
to  be  the  husband  of  one  wife  is  illustrated  by  several  allusions  to  pol y- 
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gamy  as  a stiU existing institiitlaiv  especiallj  in  the  Mmef  on  infenor 
wife  with  no  dower  or  marriage  eontraot,  bnt  with  h&e  position  protedei 
by  hiw,  her  children  legitimate  and  entitled  to  inherit.  We  fiod  aiso 
excellent  laws  abont  debts,  including  a  '^  statute  of  UmitatioB,"  and 
what  struck  us  as  very  curious,  an  account  of  the  legal  rightb  of  tiM 
ownars  of  ^^  flats/'  It  is  amusii^  to  find  how  uttadj  unintelHg^de 
these  flats  are  to  Dr.  Land,  who,  in  a  note^  p,  IdS,  wonderiogljr  ask^ 
How  can  the  stories  of  the  same  building  belong  to  different  owners? 
Nor  can  he  imagine  such  a  state  of  things  possible  except  where  the 
houses  were  built  on  the  side  of  a  hill,  so  that  the  stories  could  face 
different  ways,  and  each  owner  enter  from  the  street.  Such  houses  we 
remember  having  seen  in  Leith-walk,  Edinburgh.  The  mystery  of  a 
*'  common  stair,*'  with  its  Scotch  correlatives  of  a  '*  main-do<N: "  and  a 
^^  self-contained  "  boase,  are  evidently  ^isgs  with  which  Dr.  Iiand  is 
unacquainted,  and  they  are  only  recently  being  brought  to  the  know- 
ledge of  English  people  by  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  and  the  cdo- 
nies  of  poor  industriab  in  Bethnal  Green.  Had  he,  however,  visited 
Yifflina,  he  would  have  found  the  system  flourishing  ia  its  utn^ost 
vigour,  and  we  remember  being  told  of  a  house  there  which  oontmed 
more  than  two  thousand  people  under  its  roof,  and  probably  was  owned 
by  three  or  fourscore  people,  while  the  massive  pile  of  buildings  on 
the  top  <^  the  mound  at  Edinburgh,  recently,  we  believe,  destroyed  by 
fire,  did  not  furnish  accommodation  probably  for  many  more  than  half 
diat  number,  and  had  proportionately  fewer  owners. 

In  house  property,  therefore,  the  maxim  does  not  always  hold  good^ 
that  Ci:gus  est  solum,  ejus  est  cselum :  for  if  a  man  bulla  a  bouse  on 
flats  he  may  sell  each  one  separately,  and  the  mutual  rights  of  the 
owners  are  regulated  by  established  legal  usages,  and  the  obligation 
made  compulsory  of  each  one  maintaining  his  flat  in  substantial  i^pfUPr 
It  is  very  curious  to  find  the  same  customs  existing  in  the  far  Eas£J^  but 
we  can  easily  understand  that  in  the  walled  frontier  towns,  such  as 
Dara  and  Nisibis,  space  was  precious,  and  that  necessity  soon  invented 
means  of  adapting  their  lofty  habitations  to  the  means  of  the  many  who 
needed  a  modest  dwelling.  What  strikes  us  as  distinctive  is,  that  the 
law  not  only  gave  the  owner  of  the  lowermost  portion  power  to  repair 
the  superincumbent  stories,  if  after  legal  notice  the  owners  neglected  so 
to  do,  and  could  recover  principal  and  interest  of  t^e  ^eatpetisee  do 
incurred ;  but  that  the  upper  stories  were  compelled  to  contribute  a 
fixed  proportion  to  the  repairs  of  the  ground-floor.  Why  was  ibis  9 
Were  the  foundations  so  weak  that  constant  repairs  were  neeessary, 
and  the  expense  so  heavy  that  without  such  contributions  no  one  would 
be  found  to  accept  the  ownership  of  « freehold  so  burdened  ?  Or  vren^ 
they  tenanted  as  the  cellars  of  Liverpool  once  were  by  the  Irish  of  those 
days,  who  whatever  they  might  possess,  were  quite  sure  to  be  utteriy 
diestitute  of  capital  ? 

But  it  is  time  to  draw  our  remarks  to  an  end,  and  we  will,  thare* 
fore,  content  ourselves  with  one  more  extract  ^m  this  interesting 
book.     It  refers  to  the  question  so  elderly  debated  by.  some  is  the 
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{irssettida^^«f  die  peopriefy  of  marmgo  wilh  a  deeatted  wife's  sistor. 
We  gire  it  for  what  it  is  wxurdi,  remincHng  the  reader  that  the  treatise 
cnitaiwi  only  secalar  iaws,.aad  net  thoae  fbttoded  <m  the  canons  of 
^Dimciils^  And.  confessing  our  ignorance  as  to  the  amount  of  illustrative 
Biittter  thiit  might  he  found  in  the  works  of  the  later  Koman  lawyers 
Q|ite :&e. Pandects  of  Jnsdiiian.  The  passage  occurs  in  p.  $7  of  the 
A|lpttndis^  and  is  as  follows : 

"  The  laws '  forbid  a  man  to  marry  his  brother's  wife,  and  a  widow  may  not 
BMrrf  -her'^hnsband's  brother ;  nor  again  may  a  man  whose  wifSe  is  dead  marry 
Ui' ae^4iM«el  wtfe^  sistsr,  thereby  marrying  two  snton.  And  these  things 
Uie  kwft' decreed  becMue  of  lihe  wioked  aeU  perpetrated  by  many  under  the 
in%pQ43e  x>f  lust;  {»,  for  instates,  there  was  a  man  who  was  in  love  with 
his  orbther's  wife,  and  the  two  conspired  against  the  husband,  and  murdered 
B^/^'^And  a  woman,  again,  was  in  lore  with  her  husband's  brother,  and  the 
twoU«MMt>ired  ag^mst  him  and  murdered  him.  And,  again,  a  man  waa  in  lore 
wflh.his  wife's  sister*  and  the  two  eonspired,  a&d  from  enry  murdered  the  wife: 
an^j9^  ^fQ^QAp.  again,  was  in  love  with  her  sister's  husband,  and  they  murdered 
ber/sisler.  Because  of  such  wickedness,  the  Uw  put  an  end  to  marriages  of 
tf!?s' Ififid^  and  commanded  as  to  all  such  as  were  guilty  of  them  without  special 
petti^ictioniroin  the  emperor,  that  their  childrea  and  sudi  of  their  relatiFes  aS 
aige«Asd  to  the  marffiage!,  should  be  unable  to  inherit  their  property.  But  in 
^1^  ^fp^  h&ve  been  no  previous  fraud  or  wickedness,  and  the  marriage  be 
smtable,  then  shall  the  man  present  a  petition  to  the  emperor,  and  by  his  com- 
niand  lie  may  take  as  wile  the  relict  of  his  deceased  brother,  or  his  deceased 
wife'i' slater,  as  the  ca«e  may  be,  and  by  virtna  of  the  emperor's  rescript  the 
ehiidren  if  ill  inherit*" 

With  this  extract  we  conclude  our  remarks,  and  trust  that  before 
long  we  shall  be  able  to  welcome  the  second  volume  of  Dr.  Land's 
Anecgtota,  in  which  he  promises  to  give  us  such  remains  of  John  of 
Ephesiis  as  still  remain  unpublished.  R.  P.  Smith. 

T%e^Principles  of  Divine  Service;  an  inquiry  concerniny  the  true  man- 
^*^'  ner  of  understanding  and  using  the  order  for  Morning  and  Evening 
'l^  Prdi/er,  and  for  the  administration  of  the  Holy  Communion  in  the 
1^  English  Church.  By  the  Rev.  Philip  Freeman,  M.A.,  Vicar  of 
;',  ^l^hcjrventbn,  Prebendary  of  Exeter,  and  Examining  Chaplain  to  the 
^ ' '  liord  pishop  of  Exeter.     Part  II.     Oxford  and  London :  J.  H.  and 

'  'James  Parker. 

f "  [. 

Iw  has  been  a  very  common  thing  of  late  years  for  men  of  reading  and 
appftrefit  learning  to  bring  together  large  arrays  of  quotations  from 
at^hors  known  better  by  name  than  by  perusal,  and  it  has  been  consi- 
dered jHiffieient  for  the  support  of  a  theory  to  shew  that  it  has  been  held 
\j^  writers  of  credit.  One  part  would  thus  betake  itself  to  the  Fathers, 
4»etiliep  to  the  Reformers,  a  third  to  the  English  divines  of  the  seven- 
teenth eenlfUry,  a  feuHh  to  the  Puritans,  but  in  all  cases  we  found  the 
sa^^i  disposition  to  rely  upon  mere  authority  and  the  same  absence 
ojf  original  and  continuous  thought.  Such,  however,  is  not  the  method 
piiw«^flJiy/Mr#  Freeman  in  the  work  above  mentioned,  and  whatever 
Wthe^-TOfTs  of.  his,  readers^  whether  they  agree  or  disagree  with  his 
of^i^Sy.n^^ery.pnfs^^ef  them  must  give  him  credit,  not  only  for  laborious 
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Btndy  and  e^ttensive  r^iditig)  boi-alM  Ibr  dlill  more  lid[N>ri<n»  «iid 

titioDus  thbuglit. 

The  W6tk  18  Qsliered  in  by  an  iiitrodiieti<Ai  of  a  qnasi-kistorieml 
nature,  which  traces  the  H(dy  Eucharist  first  thrcmgh  the  non-contro- 
versial  period  ofoneihottsand  years,  and  then  through  the  eontrorexviftl 
period  of  eight  hundred  years  up  to  the  present  day,  the  terms  contx^o- 
versial  and  non-controversial  heing  apj^ed  with  regard  U^th%  exiateikee 
or  non-existence  of  controversies  respecting  it.  To  WickMe  is  ascribed 
the  honour  of  first  reviving  the  ancient  doctrine  after  its  obscuratioxi  by 
the  Church  of  Rome,  and  this  ancient  doctrine  Mr.  Freeman  eonoefir^s 
to  be  unmistakeably  embodied  in  the  formularies  of  the  Chorcfa  of 
England.  But  these  questions  do  not  fall  so  properly  within  the  pr#> 
vince  of  The  Journal  of  Severed  Literature^  and  we,  therefore,  dismiss 
them  briefly,  and  hasten  to  remark  upon  matters  of  interest  to  those  wbo 
are  engaged  in  the  scientific  elucidation  of  the  Scriptures  rather  ibMn 
in  controversial  theology. 

And  here  we  find  a  great  deal,  that  is  either  new  or  nnusualy  and 
very  interesting.  The  first  chapter  opens  with  r^narks  up<m  the  ica- 
portance  of  a  knowledge  of  the  ancient  laws  of  sacrifice  in  order  pro- 
perly to  understand  the  Eucharist.  And  here  the  question  q/[  sacrifice 
is  treated,  as  it  ought  always  to  be,  inductively  and  very  fully.  If  we 
were  disposed  to  be  critical,  we  should  perhaps  say,  that  in  our  <^inioti, 
enough  stress  was  not  laid  upon  the  fact  that  the  offerer  of  the  sacrifice 
was  considered  as  dying,  although  it  was  the  victim  that  really  did  die, 
while  other  points,  which  to  us  appear  of  less  importance,  are  mofe 
strongly  insisted  upon.  From  the  Latin  words  immolarej  indicating 
the  placing  the  salted  meat  upon  the  victim's  he^d,  and  mactare  (from 
manctus-magis  auctus)  **  to  enrich  a  crown  with  the  addition  of  wine," 
which  are  used  to  represent  the  whole  sacrificial  ceremony,  joined  with 
the  use  of  similar  rites  under  the  Levitical  law,  it  is  inferred  that  the 
victim  was  offered  hi/  means  of  the  bread  and  wine,  and  hence  that  our 
Lord  offered  himself  by  means  of  the  bread  and  wine  at  the  Last 
Supper  for  the  sacrifice,  which  was  to  be  consummated  on  the  next  day. 

The  Patriarchal  and  Levitical  sacrifices  are  gone  through  in  order 
from  a  liturgical  point  of  view,  and  shewn  to  point  to  the  one  sacrifice  of 
Christ  in  various  ways.  The  shew-bread  is  brought  into  connexion 
with  the  bread  of  the  Ei:teharist  in  a  manner  which  is  new  to  us,  and 
which  is  well  deserving  of  consideration.  From  the  effect  of  the  Mosaic 
sacrifices  a  theory  of  the  "  absolving  and  retaining  powers  of  the  min- 
isters of  the  church  "  is  deduced,  which  we  shall  give  in  Mr.  Freeman's 
own  words : 

**  The  scriptural  language  runs  throughout  upon  the  ideas  of  ^fasten- 
ing and  unfttstening ;'  which  seems  always,  fiom  the  mentioning'  of 
kei/s,  to  refer  to  a  *  door.'  This  is  countersigned  by  the  sin-offeHhg 
ritual,  wMch  so  emphatically  brought  the  ofibrer  to  the  door^  and  there 
committed  him  to  other  means,  to  burnt  offerings  and  peace  ^dflbrtnjgs, 
for  his  admission  to  the  holiest  place.  And  since  this  door  ta^^awMly 
between  the  kingdom  of  God  and  of  Satan,  the  throwing  it  <^n  to  amy 
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gvveii  petsoit  wttd  t&  ^anlodk^  also,  as  fur  ii8  he  w«a  coBoeniedi  the 
^tes  of  hell,  and  to  let  him  go  free  from  thence.  Hence  the  action  is 
'  eaHed  a  ^  hinding  and  looeem&g '  as  of  a  prifion  or  chains ;  literally 
*'  leaving  tied '  or  ^  untying.'  .  .  .  We  are  somewhat  helped  towards 
^be  recognition,  if  not  the  conception  of  thi^,  hy  observing  that  the 
Mosaic  rttes  d»cl  certainly  remove  some  effects  of  sin,  while  it  left 
<xlhers  untouched.  It  was  apparently  from  not  understanding  this 
point  that  the  chtiroh  of  the  middle  ages  was  driven  to  define  the 
proper  function  of  absolution,  as  distinguished  from  that  of  the  sacra- 
soents,  to  be  the  forgiveness  of  certain  kinds  of  sins,  instead  of — what 
was  certainly  the  ancient  doctrine — the  remission,  sufficiently  for  ad- 
mittance  to  the  means  of  grace,  of  all  kinds  of  sin,  if  duly  repented  of." 

In  Chapter  II.  we  find  a  discussion  of  the  disquisition  upon  the 
primitive  form  of  Liturgy,  and  this  is  to  our  mind  the  most  interesting 
9ind  novel  portion  of  the  work,  nor  is  it  the  less  so  from  its  bearing 
upon  the  controversy  upon  the  "  Chronology  of  our  Lord's  last  Pass- 
,  over,"  which  has  occupied  so  much  space  of  late  in  our  pages.  Pre- 
mising that  we  may  be  pretty  sure  that  there  would  be  some  kind  x>f 
continuity  between  the  forms  of  the  elder  and  newer  dispensations, 
Mr.  Freemau'  states  that  there  is  good  reason  {or  believing  that  such 
a  rite  was  in  practical  use  among  the  Jews  of  that  day,  and  that  it 
really  fumiE^ed  the  basis  and  ruled  the  structure  of  the  Eucharistic 
institution.  Although  the  seventh  day  had  been  more  or  less  an 
institution  of  the  old  world,  yet  a  stricter  observance  of  it  was  enjoined 
after  the  Exodus,  so  that  it  formed  a  weekly^  as  the  Passover  was  the 
yearty  memorial  of  it,  bearing  the  same  relation  to  the  Passover  as 
Christian  Sundays  do  to  £aster-day. 

The  Jews  appear  also  to  have  used  certain  **  graces  "  at  their 
meals,  and  no  doubt  in  feeding  the  multitudes  our  Lord  elevated  the 
Cfistomary  '^  grace ''  of  the  Jews  into  an  instrument  of  extraordinary 
benedictioB.  But  on  the  eve  of  every  Sabbath  the  ordinary  "  gri^  " 
rose  to  the  dignity  of  a  domestic  sacrifice.  Mr.  Freeman  now  quotes 
from  ^^  The  Book  of  Religious  Ceremonies  and  prayers  of  the  Jews,  as 
practised  in  their  synagogues  and  families  on  all  occadons,"  translated 
from  the  Hebrew  by  Gainaliel  Ben  Pedakzur.  **0n  that  occasion,  at 
supper,  the  master  of  the  family  says  grace  with  a  cup  of  wine  in  his 
riglrt  hand,"  (cIL  Hab.  ii.  16^)  '^  and  his  lefi  resting  on  two  loaves  of 
hre«d  covered  with  a  napkin."  The  two  loaves  are  thus  placed  on 
ik»  Sabbath  morning  also.  After  the  supper  tl^y  sing  certain  songs 
of.fHraise.-:  These  Mr.  Freeman  connects,  not  only  with  the  manna, 
but  the  shewrbread,  and  considers  the  ceremony  as  a  weekly  act  of 
'Pao^over  memorial  reception.  He  quotes  at  length  the  ritual  in  use, 
w^yeh  v^sra  both  to  the  Exodus  and  the  covenant,  and  also  on  festivals 
tOt'the-^^  Ancfinted  Messiah^  the  son  of  David/' 

Hc^e,  however,  comes  something  in  which  we  cannot  think  Mr. 
Freeoian  is  correct.  He  says  that  our  Lcnrd  **  anticipated  by  one  day 
the<e0^oiDaxy  action  of  the  Sabbath  and  Passover  eve."  This  would 
flace  him  in  exactly  the  same  position  of  difficulty  as  those  who  hold 
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iiiftt  mx  Lord  fbr  no  iutellti^ble  mtmsfi  cntio^Mted  tlie  proper 
Ibvi  toting  the  PM«9ver.  Bot  there  iir  myneed  c^  mnj  svoh  svppontioB^. 
For  the  FiASOvier  itBeif  then  fell  mtL  what  iroold  h«ve  been  the  eve-  «f 
«HI  6rdm«y  Sabhath,  and,  eonseqiseiitly,  if  the  ere  sarvice  was  to  hsva 
aiiqr  pUi^  at  idl,  it  must  htfTifr  been  thrown  hack  to  the  pceeedii^  d&yv 
when  the  lastenppet*  actnallj  did  take  fdace. 

^ftit  this  ho«Beh(^  serriee  waa  not  ail.  There  wasiand  is  a  regular 
^magogne service  for  the  Sabbath  eve^  in. whioh  thereaditr  oonseeratas 
flOd'tastes  a  cnp  of  wine,  just  as  th^  ismster  of  the  fionily  does  in  the 
Fassorer  ritual,  Thk  service  Mr.  Fremnan  gires  at  length,  and  oon^ 
tends  that  here  we  have,  (1)  '*  the  basiaxif  our  Lord^e^eniiBe  actite  aad 
discourse  at  the  last  topper,  and  (3),  the  tidieme  er  fimmewoiiK  iq^on 
which  Hbb  Liturgy  of  the  chnn^  following  in  the  tniok  of  Chinftf 
aoHon,  waseonstruoted.'' 

Mr.  Freenaan  takes  3t  John  for  his  pHmary  guidcy*  and  unctetfstawfa 
the  ^*  preparation  "  of  the  Fassbver,  spoken  of  iiy  tiie  first  tfaoee  Gos^b^s, 
to  ib^y  that  the  Apostles  uwie  all  requisite  prepaotations  hst  tke  «•- 
lemnlity  of  the  next  day.  Bui  the  £Eict  of  our  Lord  and  Ida  Apostles 
meeting  for  a  supper  on  that  evening  presents  a  difficulty,  wb&eh  Mr. 
Freeman  attempta  to  ^conquer  by  supposing  tliat^  the  Feuuhm,  6r 
paschal  efiMngs  over  and  above  the  lamb,  might  be  saciifioed  asfl 
eaten  before  timilamb,  a  mipp08ition:m  wliieb  we^  cimhot  agree,  witfa 
him,  and  against  the  ontdeedent 'improbability  of  which  he  does  not 
offinr  a'  pardcle  of  evid^noe.  But  he  dees  bring  forward  evidenee  to 
shew  why  our  Lord  and  his  Apoeties,  more  than  otherpereone,  would 
be  likely  to  have  a  supper  x>a  that  evening,  ^  F^  it  is  a  ouik>us'£Mrt^ 
that,  whereas  among  the  Jew^  of  Judea  it  was  .customary  to  contkme 
work  until  noon  on  the  day  of  ]E;illing  the  Passover,  the  OaiUeanB 
were  prohibtled  (Beth  Shluaunar  in  P^diim  >  iv.  5).  by  their  dkieiara 
from  woiking  on  the  evening  before,  and  made  that  too'  a  part,  of  idie 
featfval.  It  was,  therefore,  ^^foria^'  or  heyday, already  with* tliei% 
and  aotMn^  was  more  natural  than  that  they  should  usher  it  in- with 
a  foastw 

•  AlAough,  therefore^  we  do  liet  agree  wHh  ^fe  Fteeaian  in  an^ 
pkmng  'that  one  of  the  .^dMtn  if(»iaed a eompbaent  pmrtof  jthalaiNk 
msppOTj  yet  there  is  notldngto  pr^ent  an  ordinary  peace-ofifering  foom 
having  been  offered,  and  b^g  then  eaten»  Or  tiie  sapper  may  hhvB 
been  entirely  of' »  Tiegetabln  nature,  a  supposition  wineh  theaiienee 
of  the  Evangelists,  as  regards  its  materials,  inclines  us  rethertoikvouE. 
InteiAer  ease  the  bread  would  be  ieccomed^  as  in  all  eucdMiristic  peace- 
o&ringe,  and  certain  it  is  that  the  Eucharist  was  odebret^  primitivelj 
as  it  stuiif  in  the  East,  in  Uacmed  bread.  '^  Thb  leaveiKdi bread 'waa 
tredttiooally  called  by  the  name  of  ^  Bread  of  Thanksgivings  or  of 
£itebar»t,' ''  {£.  Levi  ap.  Patrmk  in  Lev^  viL  12.)  Thn  siq^er,  wei 
should  think^  would  pixibably  have  preceded  the  aeardi  for^d  i^emoval 
of  leavem  ^ 

'And 'What  more  natural  tfaao  tlmt'l^aiileana  aad  prebaUy  other/ 
strangere  efaould  meet  ti^ther  to  identify  tfaenoeelvect  «as  it (were  as  vne 
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lynilptiie ev-ffldng  befipre  Ufte.pMebal  oekbratioii,  aad  hoU  a  aolenm 
pasohal-eDe  serrke,  whefiber  wiih  or  without  a  ^99t^*6Bmng?  Tlkii 
mcddprobaUy  be  the  last  meal  eatMi  with  leaven^  and  wotdid  find  a 
pandlel  in.  the  modem  eamival  before  1^  ascetic  season  of  Lent.  B«| 
tins  is  rather  su  illustration  than  •an  argvim^yt,  whereas  the  facts  brought 
forward — we  imagine,  for  the  first  time^--4>j  Mr.  Freeman,  taken 
together  with  ihe  unanimous  tealimoa  j  of  the  earfy  tathers,  such  as 
fi^pe^FtoH,  At>olHnaiiit8,  and  Clement  of  Alexanchia,  followed  by  sndi 
men  as  Poter  of  Alexandria  and  Athanasiiis,  are  alignments  of  rerj 
connderable  foree  towards  shewing  that  the  last  supper  was  not  a 
paschal,  bat  a  paschal-eve  selemnitj. 

Every  part  of  the  ancient  Liturgies  is  traced  to  its  prototype  in  the 
Jewidi  8ahbath«eve  serrice,  and  reasons  are  given  i^r  many  of  the 
variations  which  are  found  in  the  difierent  Liturgies.     Reasons  are 
giv«a  fbr  thinking  that  the  Eudiaristic  office  which  Augustine  intro- 
duced: from  the  south  of  France  into  Kent  was  not  the  Roman,  but  the 
Ffeneh  variety  of  the  Oassianio  or  Leonine  rite.     But  that  of  the  Mid- 
laady  Wes^era  and  Northern  regicms^  appears  to  have  been  distinct  from 
thik,  and  olosely  related  to  the  Epherine  Litiu*gy  lately  discovered, 
whi(^  Mr^  Freeman'  traces  to  8t.  PauL     And  St.  Paul  appears  to  have 
acted  throngh  the  agency  of  Aristobnlns,  whose  houaehoU  is  saluted 
in  Roman  Kvi.  10,  and  who  is  stated  in  the  Crieek  Menna  ()Bttiiit6'*^ay 
Calendair),  March  15,  to  ^*  have  accompanied  St.  Paul  as  his  .minister 
in  his  preaehtBg  throughout  the  world,  and  to  have  been  by  him  sent 
to  Britain  asa  bishop,  where  he  fonnded  chunches  and  suffered  martyrw 
donu'*     A  totally  independent  witness,  the  Weh^  Friars,  gives  the 
same  acconn^  which  is  extracted  by  Archdeacon  Williams  in  his 
EeciedasUcal  Hidory  of  ibe  Cyitiry,     Aoeording  to  Uiem,  Blan,  the 
Messed  (or  Saint),  first  brought  the  fai^  in  Ohrirt  into  this  island  from 
Borne,  wheve  he  had  been  imprisoned.     Three  JeWs  are  named  who 
aBeoa^>atiied  him,  but  the  foiu*th  was  *^a  man  of  Italy,  by  name 
irio^s^ ''  or  Artstobnlus,  who  .^>pears  to  have  been  at  the  head  of  ^ 
mission,  and  was  called  "  the  spiritual  instructor  of  Blan."    This  givea 
theeli»  to  tbe  diocesan  variations  in  the  Litni^.     Strange  to  say,  the 
useof  Samm^ids  with  a  thanksgiving  which  ^'aoeordr  ahndst  wcod 
foE^wbtd  with  that  of  an  i>b8eure  Meaopotamian  Liturgy,  ascribed  to 
Bt.  Mamtus,  of  ihib  fifth  century.''    This  ^^  probably  reached  us  throu^ 
l^ieodare  of  Tarsns,  an  eariy  successor  of  Augustine  in  the  see  of 
Canterbury." 

The  work  ends  with  a  dissertatiion  ^'  on  the  stnictm^  and  signifi- 
canoe  of  the  order  for  the  H<dy  Ccmimunion,  with  which  our  limited 
spaee  does  not  allow  us  to  follow  Mr.  Freeman.  Neither  can  we  ent^ 
iiito  kis4B0te  at  the  end,  on  ^e  various  viewa  entei^tained  by  divines  of 
the  Church  of  England  as  to  thk  nature  of  the  divine  presence  in  the 
Eishariat  j  These  Ihmgs  do  not  Mi  so  properly  within,  the  sphere  of  The 
Journal  of  Sacred  Literature^  as  the  questions  which  we  have  endear 
vssi^ed  4et^sous9  with,  or  given  aocouKt  oCfrom,  Mr.  Freeman^  We 
bave  not  penaittod^  the  ^tct  that  he  is  a  deccdedly  high  ^urchman  to 
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weigh  with  UB,  either  for  the  better  or  the  worse,  for  an  iiisbiHt,  1W^ 
have  endeavoured  to  keep  In  \riew  simply  and  plainly  the  sclenting 
valae  of  bis  volnme.  And  we  most  sincerely  hope  that  th6se  who  difleir 
from  him  in  religions  views  will  not  he  repelled  from  entering  upon  the 
perusal  of  his  really  remarkable  work.  We  desire  to  belong  to  nd 
party,  but  honestly  and  sincerely  to  draw  attention  to  the  matters  of 
interest  and  utility  brought  forward  by  men  of  all  parties,  and  in  this 
pwnt  of  view  we  beg  most  heartily  to  recommend  Mr.  Freeniali'a  boot 
to  the  perusal  of  all  our  readers,  none  of  whom  cah  fail  tt>  gain  a  gt-feat 
deal  ftom  it,  whether  they  agree  much  or  little  with  the  peculiar  op^ 
nions  of  its  author. 


Mtscellaneous  Essays^  Critical  and  TheologicaL    By  the  Rev.  Willjam 
KiRKUS,  LL.B.     London  :  Longmans. 

Thbss  essays  are,  as  the  title  states,  ^^miscellaneous,''  and  wome  ef 
of  them  scarcely  come  within  the  province  of  this  Journal,  but  the ' 
vpkuue  is  so  noticeable  on  several  aoeonnts  that  we  wiU  rapidly  indi->' 
cate  its  contents  and  aims*     Some  of  the  » tides  have  been  pufalislwd 
in  another  &rm,  and  they  are  on  a  variety  of  U^ics,  but  they  all  seem 
designed  hy  the  author  to  groi^  around  the  <me  entitkd  *^£vaii^ 
gelicalism,"  which  is  the  key-stone  oi  the  whole  structure.     The  form 
of  Christianity,  commonly  known  as  "  EMingelicaliam,''  our  author 
seems  to  consider  the  foe  of  happiness  in  ordinary  life,  of  profound  phi- 
losophy, of  genuine  science  and  history,  of  ecclesiastical  order,  and  even 
of  doctrinal  orthodoxy.     Of  course,  if  he  has  misunderstood  *^  Evan- 
gelicalism," his  strictures  will  be  at  least  thrown  away,  but  the  air  of 
candour  which  the  book  displays  in  many  of  its  details,  leads  as  to 
hope  that  Mr.  Kirkus  will  not  refuse  to  own  his  mistake.     He  mtssos 
to  think  that  a  form  of  Christianity,  which  makes  a  special  appeal  to 
*'  the  million,"  may  best  be  judged  by  means  of  publications  which  are 
meant  for  the  ipany.     Hence,  we  suppose,  it  is  that  he  dwells  so  em^ 
phatically  upon  certain  popular  tracts  and  hymns.     Puritanic  gloom  aa 
he  views  it,  is  rebuked  in  the  essays  upon  Mr.  Charles  Dickens ;  its 
traditionalism  in  that  on  Mr.  ManseVs  "  New  Defence  of  the  -Faith ;" 
its  want  of  courage  in  that  on  the  *'  Morality  of  Hdigious  Controversy ;" 
its  irifegularities  and  disorder  in  the  one  upon  the  *^  hook  of  Contmoa 
Prayer;"  its  want  of  plan  and  practical  effect  in  those  upon  "  Pulpit 
Fortune  Tellers  "  and  "  Preaching ;"  and  we  suppose  its  want  of  criti- 
cism in  the  one  upon  ''  Ecclesiastes."     This  is  at  least  a  formidable 
bill  of  indictment,  "  Guilty  or  not  guilty," 

The  author  tries  to  prove  that  many  dissenters  in  practice  ttre 
sp,  not  because  of  their  objections  to  the  Liturgy  ai^d  Episcopacy,  nor 
because  of  a  dislike  of  culture  and, learning.  He  owns  that  nonooa* 
formist  liberty  is  often  another  name  for  bondage  or  unarchy.  His  idesi 
clearly  is  that  the  Church  of  England  cannot  ^fil  her  mission  till  she 
is  more  free  of  the  civil  power. ,  -    . 

We  manifestly  cannot  criticise  such  a  work  in  these  pages.     W& 
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(^  8^j  ihj%t  it  i^.  Qxceediiigly  clever  and  w^ll  written,  and  that  if  its 
illthDr  is  severe,  lie  is  very  impartial  in  bis  strictures.  Such  a  book| 
b4wever  it  may  be  regarded,  must  be  read  and  tbougbt  about* 

Lectures  on  the  History  of  the  Jewish  Church.  Part  I.  Abraham  to 
Samuel.  By  Arthub  Penrhyn  Stanley,  D.D.,  etc*  With  Maps 
and  Plans,  London :  Murray.  1863. 
We  regret  to  postpone  our  review  of  this  work,  which  is  too  important 
to  be  dismissed  with  a  short  notice.  It  is  written  with  great  fi:«edom, 
ia  a  charming  style,  and  is  generally  a  most  attractive  book.  We  are 
glad  to  find  that  notwithstanding  his  manifest  tendencies  in  a  certain 
direction,  the  tone  of  the  reverend  author  is  highly  commendable,  and 
he  never  betrays  the  least  symptom  of  that  cynicism  which  ^^  liberal 
critics  '*  are  as  liable  to  as  other  people.  By  some  the  volume  will  be 
regarded  as  an  admirable  commentary  on  the  Apostolic  saying  that  '^  All 
Scriptuare  given  by  inspiration  of  God  is  profitable  f*  but  others  will  see 
in  it  many  things  open  to  serious  objection.  In  a  literary  point  of  view 
the  lednares  will  gratify  many  general  read^n^s ;  but  we  must  refhtin 
fnmi  saying  that  their  critical  conclusions  are  always  in  harmony  with 
our  own,  k^  they  are  not.  We  hope  to  be  able  to  give  a  candid  and 
fair  appreciation  of  the  work  from  a  competent  pen,  in  our  next  number, 

UhM  wm  Htetten ;  Iwperud  Poet  and  Orator^  the  Oreat  KmghUy 
Eeformer  of  the  Sixteenth  Century.    Translated  from  Chauffour- 
K^tner's    Etudes   sur    les    Rifffrmateurs    du    16me    sihcU^    by 
Aac?HiBALD  Young,  Esq.,  Advocate;    Edinburgh :  T.  Clark.    1863. 
This  is  the  life  of  a  very  brave  man ;  one  of  those  men  whose  examples 
oHf  own  age  greatly  needs.     He  represents  the  political  side  of  the 
German  Reformation,  as  Luther  represents  its  theological  side.     He 
appeared  in  an  age  when  forms  and  symbols  had  taken  the  place  of 
r^lities,  when  in  the  Church  and  in  common  Kfe  men  cared  more  to 
seem  good  than  to  he  good.     Very  early  in  liffe  he  gave  unmistakeable 
wg^ns  of  that  courage,  without  which  even  virtue  herself  is  too  weak  to 
do  the  worid  any  genuine  service.     When  he  was  only  sixteen  years 
old,  he  fled  from  the  Abbey  of  Fulda,  braving  all  dangers,  unmoved 
by  tbe  commands  oi  his  father  and  the  sorrow  of  his  mother,  because 
libe  loyalty  of  his  nature  *' forbade  him  to  sacrifice  the  instinctive 
dicilates  of  his  conscience  either  to  ambition  or  fear,  or  to  the  natural 
aSbctions  which  were  always  so  strong  in  his  heart."     His  parents 
were  never  thoroughly  reconciled  to  him  for  his  desertion  of  the  monastic 
life;  and  the  complaint  of  his  father  is  only  too  significant  of  the 
standard  by  which  that  age  was  content  to  judge  of  all  worth :  "  He 
most  be  Doctor,  or  at  least  Master  or  Bachelor  of  Laws,  or  else  he  is 
ne/thing.    They  don't  ask  what  a  man  is  really  worth,  but  what  he  is. 
Fortnnej  title,  are  everything,  virtue  nothing.''     This  is  unfortunately 
^ways  the  sign  of  utter  corruption.     The  brave  knight,  Ulrich  von 
Hutten,  cared  very  little  for  appearances  to  which  there  were  no  corre- 
sponding realities.     He  has  been  charged  with  rashness,  with  a  too 
leckless  haste  in  combating  the  evils,  theoretical  and  practical,  by 
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mbidk  his  ootmtry  md  age  Were  affseted.  Perhaps  h&  ^^inetv^m*  1^ 
nfttmA^  if  it  be  one.  In  tmA  verfU^  ^rfetcN^^  t)«i^  j^  ^mfW 
ntmne  prndenee  7  tmd  «troiif*lieftfted  men  hts^  m  ttntsion  &tifybAm^ 
etmost  to  oontempt  Ibr  that  diicfetbA  irfaidh  b  the  hettei-|>^H'6f  v4IdtaC 
It  is  soMToefy  poBiftle  to  find  i&  lustoi^  tw>^  ekaf^ii6Urt«  tec^e  st^n^it^ 
ooDtrasted  than  Uliioh  tod  H«iStaa  mi  Erasmtis.  The  iKMaen^- 11^ 
bold  in  speech  and  bolder  stiil  in  deeds^  The  laHter  Was  ift^' sekolid*,- 
whoee  stidely  measuved  words  were  of  a  Und,  notwithststidila^  iafi  €li^ 
prudence,  to  set  4111  fire  the  hearts  4>{  mea^  But  he  himself  was  a  inea^ 
and  sneaking  coward,  whose  words  and  deeds  were  wfaoHy  irreeond)^ 
aUe,  and  who  hariag  proved  the  diseased  eondition  of  his  iim^ 
refused  tp  cure  it.  Hie  Qmrch,  journey iiig  Urom  Jemsalete  to  J^rieh^ 
had  fallen  among  thieves,  who  had  wottad^  hei*  and  lefb  her  half  dead. 
Erasmus  knew  the  thieves,  and  he  knew  the  Church,  and  he  knew  ^ 
wounds  she  had  received  and  what  could  heal  them,,  and  he  eame  and 
looked  upon  her,  and'-^-^passed  by  on  tl^^  other  side.  {Jlricb  voir 
Hutten,  with  no  scholarship  <^at  eouM  be  compared  with  that  ^ 
£raam]i%  had  a  genuine  honesty  and  a  manly  courage,  which  gave  Mm' 
a  name  in  history  that  will  surely  be  remembered  when  iiU  ih6  mdfe 
tolkeni  and  yieorizars  are  fergotten.  la  his  last  days,  lonely,  ^po&ti: 
po-secuted,  tha  scholar  would  not  know  him.  He  begged  Htrttenf  mi^ 
to  vi^t  him,  if  it  was  not  absolutely  necessary  for  him  to  do  so.  So  do 
men  refuse  to  receive  angels,  and  take  to  their  hearts  those  that  are 
not  angels. 

£very  biogrsf^y  like  this  is  of  the  utmost  service  to  ourselves. 
We  have,  no  lack  of  wisdom,  but  we  are  in  the  de^)est  need  of  courage 
and  utter  manliness.  The  brave  knight^  no  less  than  the  devout  divine, 
is  needed  in  every  crisis  of  the  Church's  history,  in  eveiy  age  of 

reformation  and  new  Ule. .         ^__  ..  ,  :  i 

,     .'.  .    •    •       '         '       i   .   -'       . 

Life  Eternal.  From  th^  Fren^  <rf  M.  Erk«st  Naviw#b,.  late.  Profeesor 
of  Philosophy  itt  the  University  of  Creneva,  Traiwlatedifcy  specuL 
permission.    London:  W«,S,  JQaU^a,     IS6&        .       .      ;      ..    j 

M.  Ebnbst  N^TXLLSican  have  Httle  guessed  Wha*  he  wasdicfinj^  whear 
be  gave  special  permission  to  the  tran^tatorof  these  leotul^'lk^'presenl^ 
tbm  ia  so  barbaroufdy  notilated  a  fiirta  to  the  English  naifios.!'^  Ifhece 
is  probably  na  traaslatiott  in  the  £n|^b  langu^age  Worse  ^&^  HItSs. 
It  i»  difficult  to  cono»v«  homr  one  could  be  miide  Worse.- I'^fVei^ 
lectures  are  nt  the  best- but  tedious  resdkg';  their  wtyle  fe  ^  an: 
En^ishman  in  ihe  highest  dej^ee  ^itvitatang ;  thejr  are^Ml-df  ({ciestiolis 
andeicclamations,  and  Iheirviery  neatness  and  pi'ettiness  is  a^ldnd  of 
effemina^  or  fq>pery>of  Utetfaturei '  Even  ftom  stt(^  admirkMe^ecHurer 
as  MB.  Cousin's  these  foeautifel  blemishes  arc  ndt  "wholly^^i^bs^t;  -  ^trt  ' 
French  ketures  wididbsoiotely  uotMsg  iu  l^m  worth^hearih^,  are  IQte 
a  w<^-dresaed  fi>p,  who^  in  fset  has  'l^ome  hi^  clolhei^  ^nd  who  hae^ 
nothing  k  himsdf  iihat  caax  possi^y  divei^  youir  i^entioft  frblm^  hi^ 
unimpeachable  boots  and  g^ivsesi  We  scarcely  mes^  thkt  in  these 
lectures  of  M.  NavdHe  ^eie  is  absoluti^y  notiiing ;  and  thlBir  real  value 
is  certainly  lessened  or  cottcesled  in  ^mT  English  transkriiien^    For  what 
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i^  we  1^  un^ent^fid)  fi^  inattnee^  l^  ^^  TboBe  wko  in  iheir  d^  and 
^HTQ^et  9^ead^^EW^  ^m^^^hfi  U^  oi  tb«  Etdrnal  ¥er6  betoi^fi^h:  to 
ti^^  Ti«W  ?''  B^  ns^  k^tfiws  ^  d^TOHBd  ia  an  fradiooee  ooii3iBliiig>^ 
wcmt  a  thQjiaand  meaioi  i^U^dasaeilof  foeietj^  ia  the  winter  o£  l€d9 
aoM^  1^0  ^t  (7an^%  iilterwai^a  ri^>Qal;ed  at  Lauaunei  under  similar 
eircu9Ei9Jtan^e9»,  pince  tlven  widdj.  cmiklied  in  print,  hartng  idealized  a 
sale.pf.sQine  ^^nsand -eopies  in  (he  Bboci  spaoe  of  a  few  montba,  and 
having, be^  read  with  pei^ia^  at  mudai  interest  as  they  were  li^taned 
tOy"  %%ej  are  very  4iaapp€p&ting«  The  %«teiUoti8,  ^^  wiiat  is  revelatieii)'' 
uid  ^*  what  is.  eiterncd  li^^,"  mbj  be  eaid  to  be  ^i^  qnestioiis  of  the 
present  day.^ .  The  latter,,  M^  NiftviUe's  leotnres  ara  meant  to  «isweiri 
They;  ^n  scarcely  be  said  to  answer,  it  at  all  with  any  ap^oaeh  lo 
ooHiplet^ne^s ;  ^thottgh  in  the  ^ixth  leetUre  ^are  are  some  pasaagBS  of 
considerable  hearty.  Still  eternal  liie,  is  r^vesefeited  too  modi  as  a 
thing  of  the  futnre,  and  etemHy  is  said  to  oommenoe  here  below  only 
in  "a.cefr^n  «eo6e/'  Ev^vbody  kdowt  ihat  this  modification  in 
almost  always  de^tr^tive  of  what  it  modifiies^  far  more  ^hibsc^ical 
is  t^e  distinction  oS  $t  Paul :  ^^  The  things  which  wk  men  are  t€«ipeml,= 
the  thin^  which.  &fe  not  4em  are  etemaL''  I^evertfaeleBS  tiiese  leetares^ 
are  far  in  advance  ^  thaft  too  popular  teeing  wlndi  represents  ^emid 
li&  as  nothing  more  inor  leia  thaa^  eirerlidtuig  oamfortableness,  to^  foe 

enjoyed  in  another  Yr^d-m  a  ^compenf fetion  ifiir  the  discomforts  and* 

sacrifices  of  this. 


An  If0?oducti(m  to  Uie  Old  Te^tcmeiti,  critioai^  h^aricaij  kind  ^iSolo- 
fftcal,  containing  a  diaesmion  of  the  moH  important  quesHom  bdongin^ 
to  the  9ev$r(U  booTca.  By  SAmJcia^  lUyiDaoif,  D.D*,  LL.D;  Vol. 
III.     Bm     London :  Williams  and  Norgate* 

In  this  third  volume,  Dr.  Davidson  completes  his  surt-ey  of*  the  books 
of  the  Old  Testament.  To  this  he  adds  a  rather  condensed,  but  detailed 
introduction  to  ^  best  known  'Old  Testament  Apocrypha.  The 
vidame  concludes  with  an  index  which  comprises,  perhaps,  not  fewer 
than  four  thousand  references^' to  sabjects  and  authorities.  It  is  very 
apparent  that  the  l^a^ed  Author  ha&  explored  an  immense  surfoce  to 
Iraig  together  such,  au  enormous  array*  of  details.  His  boqk  is  welf 
nigh  a  cycilo^sedifr  of  .authors  and  opinions^^more  e^eially  Continental 
—and  j£r<^m  it  one  m^y  leafn'wh^ife  ali»(i»t  every  body  has  thought  and 
said.  on.  almost  every  topie  discussed.,  There  are  im  addition  a  great 
number  of  crictical  investigations  of  specialj  passages  and  words.  It 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  remark  that  the  whole  id  incorporated  and 
consolidated,  as  well  as  classified  and  estimated,  by  the  ii^ustry,  and 
according  to  the  judgment  of  Tk.  Dayi^on..  From  his  conchu^  we 
ofteii  nnfeignedly  di3sent,  on  a  variety  df  grounds,  as  we  trust  we  have 
made  plain  in  notices  of  the  previous  volumes,  and  shall  make  still 
plainer  in  a  general  survey  of  the  whole  triad  before  long.  But  it 
would  be  useless  for  us  to  disguise  the  fact  of  our  deep  sense  of  obliga- 
tion to  Dr.  Pavideio^  for  accumulating  and  formulating  all  the  objections 
which  he  ha«  been  able  to  discover  or  to  ci^ate  in  ref^M^nce  to  the  Old 
Testament  books.     Of  the  use  made  of  his  work  by  Ymjidus  Achates 
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of  Natal  we  do  not  now  speak.  Another  ose  most  now  be  made  of  hia 
book,  and  honest  criticism  on  the  side  of  orthodoxj  most  make  that 
use  of  it.  We  believe  he  will  hasten  the  decision  of  some  of  the 
burning  questions  of  the  day,  and  we  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  character 
of  the  verdict  which  will  be  arrived  at. 


Bishop  Oolen80*8  Ohjectiom  to  the  Historical  Character  of  the  Penta- 
teuch and  the  Book  of  Joshua.  Contained  in  Part  I.,  critically 
examined  by  Dr.  A.  Benisoh,  translator  of  the  Jewish  School  and 
Family  Bible.  London :  William  Allan  &  Co.  1863. 
This  volume,  by  no  means  of  pretending  appearance,  is  the  work  of 
an  Israelite,  a  man  whose  learning  eminently  qualifies  him  for  his  work, 
and  whose  modesty  and  good  sense  are  equal  to  his  learning.  Without 
saying  that  all  the  arguments  against  Bishop  Colenso's  book  are  equally 
forcible — we  may  say  that  the  Jew's  is  one  of  great  power.  It  is 
wholly  based  on  Biblical  grounds,  and  ought  to  be  read  by  all  as  a 
most  valuable  contribution  to  Scripture  evidences.  We  shall  return  to 
this  and  others  named  below,  of  the  same  general  character  and  scope,  in 
our  next  number,  when  we  hope  to  indicate  the  leading  features  of  the 
more  noticeable.  The  Colenso  controversy  thus  far  promises  to  call 
forth  an  immense  number  of  publications.  And  so  it  ought,  for  on  the 
face  of  it  there  is  something  wrong  in  the  position  of  a  man — a  bishc^ 
— who  on  Sunday  can  stand  at  the  altar  and  tell  the  people  ^^God 
spake  all  these  words,''  etc.,  and  on  Monday  write  and  publish  a  book 
to  prove  that  we  have  no  evidence  that  God  said  anything  of  the  sort. 

Offices  from  the  Service  Books  of  the  Holy  Eastern  Churchy  with  trans- 

lationj  notes  and  glossary.     By  Richard  Frederick  Littledale, 

M.A.,  LL.D.,  Priest  of  the  Church  of  England.   London :  Williams 

and  Norgate.     1863. 

A  VERY  useful  volume  to  those  who  share  in  the  growing  interest  felt 

in  liturgical  matters.     The  offices  given  are  in  Greek  and  in  English, 

and  they  are  followed  by  a  glossary  of  ecclesiastical  Greek  words,  by 

which  its  value  is  much  enhanced.     Every  one  knows  how  limited  and 

exclusive  has  been  amongst  us  an  acquaintance  with  the  terms  in 

question.     We  hope  to  describe  the  volume  more  folly  and  recommend 

it  especially  to  our  clerical  readers. 

The  Proper  Names  of  the  Old  Testament,  arranged  alphabetically  from 
the  original  text,  with  historical  and  geographical  Illustrations,  for 
the  use  of  Hebrew  students,  schoolmasters,  and  teachers :  with  an 
appendix  of  the  Hebrew  and  Aramaic  names  in  the  New  Testament 
London  :  Williams  and  Norgate. 
This  is  the  best  work  of  the  kind  in  our  language.     Similar  attempts 
to  accomplish  the  same  object  have  commonly  been  egregious  failures. 
We  do  not  call  this  book  perfect :  we  have  noticed  omissions  in  both 
lists,  and  have  frequently  found  cause  to  dissent  from  the  etymology 
given.    But  still  it  is  a  very  useful  book,  and  one  which  is  most  credit- 
able to  the  accomplished  authoress. 
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T%e  uausual  length  qf  Correspondence,  imd  the  great  pretwre  of  other  mattere, 
prevent  more  than  a  mere  Ret  qfthe  tittea  of  the  following  Worktf  tome  qf  which 

may  receive  a  longer  notice  m  afktture  Number. 
Iox)giiie,  or  the  Flowers  aad  Fruits  of  Rome.   A  metrical  tale.   By  M.  H.   London  : 

Wertheim»  Macintosh  and  Hunt.     1863. 
Echoes  of  the  Universe,  from  the  World  of  Matter  and  the  World  of  Spirit.      By 

Henry  Christmas,  M.A.,  F.R.S.,  etc.  Seventh  edition.  London :  Bentley.  1863. 
Christian   Manhood.      A  sermon  preached  at  the  anniversary  of  the  Church  of 

England  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Limehouse  Branch.     By  the  Rev. 

W.  Cathcart  Murphy,  M.A.     London :  Bell  and  Daldy.     1863. 
Sdence  Elucidative  of  Scripture  and  not  Antagonistic  to  it.    A  series  of  essays.    By 

John  Radford  Young.     London :  Lockwood  and  Co.     1863. 
The  Divine  Human  in  the  Scriptures.     By  Taylor  Lewis.     London :  James  Nisbet 

and  Co.     1863. 
The  Apocalypse  expounded  by  Scripture.     By  Matheetees.    Vols.  L,  II.     London  : 

Nisbet  and  Co.     1861-1862. 
Hints  on  Scripture  Reading  and  Study.     London :  Nisbet  and  Co.     1863. 
L4ber  Cantabrigiensis.     Part  II.    An  account  of  the  changes  made  by  recent  legis- 
lation in  the  Colleges,  and  the  University  of  Cambridge ;  with  an  appendix. 

By  Robert  Potts,  M.A.     London  :  J.  W.  Parker,  Son  and  Bourn.     1863. 
Chiliasm  critically  examined  according  to  the  statements  of  the  New  and  Old  Testa- 

ments.      With  reference  to  the  most  recent  theory  of  the  Millennium.     By 

Gust  Seyffarth,  M.A.,  etc.     New  York :  Westermann.     1861. 
The  Pentateuch  and  Book  of  Joshua  critically  examined  by  the  Right  Rev.  J. 

William  Colenso,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Natal.  Part  II.  London:  Longmans.  1863. 
The  Historic  Character  of  the  Pentateuch  Vindicated.    A  reply  to  Part  I.  of  Bishop 

Colenso's  **  Critical  Examination."     By  a  Layman  of  the  Church  of  England. 

London:  Skeffington.     1863. 
The  Elxodus  of  Israel :  its  difficulties  examined,  and  its  truth  confirmed.     With  a 

reply  to  recent  objections.    By  the  Rev.  T.  R.  Birks,  M.A.     London:  The 

Religious  Tract  Society.     1863. 
Das  tansendjuhmge  Reich  und  die  Offenbarung  Johannis.  Ein  Beitrag  zum  richtigen 

Verstandnisz  beider  fiir  Jedermann.  Von  D.  T.  Krauszold.  Erlangen:  1863. 
Derzweite  Brief Petriund  der  Brief  Juda erklart  von  Theodor  Schott.  Erlangen :  1863. 
Handschriftliche  Funde  von  Franz  Delitzsch.     Mit  Beitragen  von  S.  P.  Tregelles. 

Zweites  Heft.     Leipzig  and  London :     1862. 
Voriesnngen  Uber  Neutestamenliche  Zeitgescbichte  von  Dr.  Matthias  Schnecken- 

burger.     Mit  Einer  Karte.     Frankfort-on-Main :  1862. 
Leben  und  ausgewiihlte  Schriften  der  Vater  und  Begriinder  der  Lutherishen  Kirche. 

VIII.  (supplement.)     Theil.     Elberfeld :  1862. 
An  Exposition  of  the  Prophecy  of  Hosea.     By  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Burroughs,  Rec- 

tor  of  Tivetshall,  Norfolk.     Edinburgh  t  James  Nichol. 
The  Works  of  Thomas  Adams,  with  memoir  by  Joseph  Angus,  D.D.     Vol.  III. 

containing  sermons  from  texts  in  the  New  Testament  and  the  dictations  on  the 

Creed.     Edinburgh  :  James  Nichol. 
The  Works  of  Thomas  Goodwin,  D.D.,  sometime  president  of  Magdalen  College, 

Oxford.   Preimce  by  John  C.  Miller,  D.D.,  Lincoln  College,  Hononary  Canon  of 

Worcester,  Rector  of  St.  Martin's,  Birmingham ;  and  Memoir  by  Robert  Halley, 

D.D.,   Principal  of  the  Independent  College,   London.     Ediuburgh :   James 

NichoL     1863. 
The  Gospel  Narrative  Vindicated,  or  the  Roman  Census  (Luke  ii.  15)  Explained; 

and  with  reference  to  the  birthday  of  our  Lord.     By  Johannes  Von  Gumpach. 

London  :  Samuel  Bagster  and  Sons. 
Critical  and  Explanatory  Commentary  on  the  Old  and  New  Testament.     Parts  II., 

III.,  IV.     London :  William  Wesley. 
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HISCELLAHIES. 

The  Codex  Sinaiticm  and  Us  Antiquity, — In  our  January  nnmbeir,  pp. 
488 — 491,  we  continued  our  extracts  from  the  public  prints  in  reference 
to  this  curious  subject*  Our  readers  will  see  that,  among  other  things, 
we  gaye  a  letter  &om  Simonides,  and  a  note  from  the  Literary  Ckto'vA- 
wt«»  concerning  a  letter  from  Alexandria  professedly  written  by  bne 
Kallinikos  Hieromonachos,  It  appears  that  a  letter,  all  the  same  ex- 
cept in  a  few  verbal  particulars,  was  addressed  to  the  GtutrcUan.  Both 
these  letters  were  published,  and  a  trani^tion  of  one  of  them  is  to 
be  found  below.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  discission  which  enstied 
brought  into  great  prominence  Mr.  W.  A.  Wright,  of  Cambridge,  it  may 
be  well  to  insert  his  first  letter  to  the  Guardian^  which  came  out  on 
November  6th : — 

"  The  Codex  Sinaiticus. — Sir, — In  your  impression  of  Sept.  3rd,  there  M>- 
peared  a  letter  signed  '  C.  Simonides,'  m  which  the  writer  asserts  that  the  1^. 
to  which  Tischendorf  has  given  the  name  of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus,  and  -which  bo 
has  *  foisted  on  the  learned  world  as  a  MS.  of  the  fourth  century,'  is  in  fact  of  a 
\ery  modem  date,  and  written  by  Simonides  himself  little  more  thai' twenty- 
years  ago.  This  statement,  which  has  not  been  refuted  in  your  coli;Lmns^i8 
accompanied  by  circumstantial  details  which  I  will  now  pr6ceea  to  examine. 

"  About  the  end  of  the  year  1839,  at  which  time  Simonides  was  fifteen  years 
old  (he  was  bom  in  the  year  1824,  on  the  11th  of  KoVember,  about  the  hour  of 
sunrise),  his  uncle  Benedict,  head  of  the  monastery  of  St.  Panteleemon  on 
Mount  Athos,  conceived  a  wish  to  make  a  valuable  present  to  the  Emperor  of 
Russia.  After  some  consultation  it  was  decided  that  the  present  should  be  *  a 
copy  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  written  according  to  the  ancient  form,  5n 
capital  letters,  and  on  parchment,'  together  with  the  remains  of  the  Seven 
Apostolic  Fathers.  The  task  was  declined,  on  account  of  its  difficulty,  by 
Dionysius,  the  professional  caligrapher  to  the  monastery,  but  was  undertaken 
by  Simonides  at  his  uncle's  urgent  request.  After  examining  the  principal 
copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  preserved  at  Mount  Athbs,  he  then,  aboy  of  fifteen, 
*  began  to  practise  the  principles  of  caligraphy.'  Benedict,  meanwhile,  collated  a 
copy  of  the  Moscow  edition  of  both  Testaments  with  the  ancient  ones  (MSS.,  I 
presume),  and  having  cleared  it  of  errors,  gave  it  into  his  nephew's  hands  to 
transcribe.  The  transcription  went  on  apace,  and  Simonides  had  alrea^  copied 
out  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas,  and  the  first  part  of 
the  Shepherd  of  Hermas,  when  his  supply  of  parchment  ran  short,  the  death 
of  his  uncle  induced  him  to  relinquish  his  task,  and  the  volume  was  left 
incomplete. 

^*  I  shall  content  myself  for  the  present  with  examining  the  statement  of 
Simonides  up  to  this  point.  I  find,  on  referring  to  A  Biograpkicdl  Memoir  of 
Constardine  SimonideSy  etc.,,  by  Charles  Stewart,  pubHshed  in  1869,  circulated'by 
Simonides  himself,  and  therefore,  I  presume,  authentic, — that  his  uncle  Bene^ct 
died  on  the  29th  of  August,  1840  (p.  8).  Simonides  reached  Mount  Atfeo«  fh)m 
the  Pierseus  in  November,  1839.  So  that  between  the  end  of  1839  and  the  death 
of  Benedict  in  August,  1840,  we  have  the  following  extraordinary  setiesf  of 
events.  The  scheme  of  a  present  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia  is  devised,' and  Its 
nature  resolved  on.  Simonioes,  a  boy  barely  fifteen  year^  oH,  undertakes^  *  titsk 
which  was  declined  by  the  professipnal  caligrapher  to  the  monastery  on  account 
of  its  extreme  difficulty.  To  prepare  himself  for  it  he  begins  to  nrap^ise  the 
principles  of  caligraphy.  All  this  while  Benedict  is  engaged  in  colmthig  a  copy 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  with  the  MSS.  in  the  monasteiy,  and  those'wno 
are  at  all  experienced  in  collation  know  well  that  this  was  a  work  which  must 
have  occupied  a  considerable  time.    But  in  spite  of  this — in  spite  of  the  yOijth 
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and  inexperience  of  the  copyist,  who,  hy  his  own  confession,  had  to  acquire  the 
▼ery  rndiments  of  his  urt  in  oi^der  to  qualify  himself  for  a  task  from  which  an 
experienced  caligrapher  shrank — the  work  proceeded  so  rapidly  that  by  the  time 
of  Benedict's  death  in  Angost  it  was  well-nigh  completed,  and  had  already 
received  his  corrections.  I  submit  to  you,  Sir,  that  such  a  story  carries  on  the 
fiice  i>f  it  a  high  degree  of  improbability. 

**  Let  «8  now  turn  to  the  Biogrctphiecd  Memoir^  and  see  what  was  happening 
to  Slmonides  daring  these  months.  As  i  said  before,  he  arrived  at  Mount  Athos 
in  November,  18^,  *  where  be  fonnd  his  zielative  Beaedict  living  in  the 
monastery  of  Bhosos.  In  this  monastery  he  remained  some  time  studying  theo- 
logy under  Benedict,  who  was  a  most  accomplished  scholar  and  a  great  linguist, 
(p.  4).  Benedict  had  in  his  possession  a  number  of  ancient  manuscripts,  and  by 
infonnation  received  from  an  i^ed  monk,  Oregory,  on  his  death-bed,  he  became 
the  fUscoverw  of  a  vi^uable  library  wlneh  had  been  buried  in  a  secret  hiding- 
place  under  the  ruins  of  an  extinct  monastery.  The  story  of  the  discovery  is 
almost  pathetic ;  how  Slmonides  wept  and  Benedict  groaned  at  the  sight  of  the 
treasures  which  they  saw  piled  in  confusion  on  the  floor.  The  MSS.  were  removed 
to  a  neighbouring  room,  and  from  that  time  Benedict  *  set  aside  everything 
else,'  and  affiled  himself  day  and  night  to  the  care  of  his  treasure.  But  his  eyes 
£uled  him  and  he  instructed  his  nephew,  Simonides,  in  the  art  of  pajaeography, 
that  he  might  be  able  to  read  and  copy  the  MSS.  On  the  29th  of  August,  1840, 
Benedict  died. 

"  At  the  very  time,  therefore,  when  according  to  his  letter  Simonides  was 
occupied  in  learning  the  principles  of  palseo^aphy  and  transcribing  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  he  is  described  in  the  Biographical  Memoir  as  adding  to  his 
already  enormous  labours  the  task  of  reading  and  copjin^  ancient  MSS.  for  his 
uncle,  and  prosecuting  the  study  of  theology.  Not  a  hint  is  given  in  the  Memoir 
of  the  transcript  for  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  although  in  the  letter  this  is  the 
object  for  which  he  acquired  the  art  of  palaeography,  which  in  the  Memoir  is 
turned  to  account  in  deciphering  and  transcribing  the  MSS.  which  had  been 
buried  in  the  hidden  library.  Benedict,  too,  an  old  man  of  seventy,  must  have 
had  a  good  amount  of  work  still  in  him,  if,  besides  collating  the  Moscow  edition 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  he  could  devote  himself,  '  day  and  night,  alone 
and  without  any  aid,'  to  the  task  of  preparing  for  publication  the  MSS.  of  which 
he  was  the  fortunate  possessor. 

"  In  these  accounts  separately,  and  certainly  in  the  two  combined,  there  are 
many  things  hard  to  be  understood,  and  the  diflSculties  are  such  as  will  be 
appreciated  by  the  ordinary  reader.  Before  proceeding  any  farther  with  the 
examination  of  Simonides'  statement,  I  should  wish  to  have  these  points  made 
clear,  if  indeed  they  admit  of  explanation.  When  that  is  done,  I  have  still  some 
other  difficulties  in  reserve  for  which  I  shall  ask  a  solution.     "  W.  A.  Wriqht. 

"  THn.  OoU,  Cambridge,  Oct,  27,  1862." 


"  M.  SIMONIDES. 


**  We  translate  the  following,  sent  to  us  from  Alexandria,  that  Mr.  Simonides 
may  have  the  benefit  of  his  unknown  friend's  testimony.  PossiUjr  the  evidence 
thus  volunteered,  coupled  with  statements  already  printed  by  friends  of  Simo- 
nides, may  be  Ibund  simply  to  render  the  story,  as  now  told,  still  more  incredible. 
It  is,  of  course,  obvious  also  (1)  that  the  evidence  of  the  writer  of  the  letter  is 
simply  worthless  until  we  know  who  that  writer  himself  is,  and  (2)  that  the  letter 
is  a  very  suspicious  echo  of  Simonides'  own  statements.  We  do  not  recognize  the 
ifAmQ  of  the  monastery  at  Athos  {JUufrtKetnuav) : — 

(Here  follows  the  Greek  text. — TranslationJ . 
"  Mr.  Editor— I  have  read  what  the  wise  Greek  Simonides  has  published  re- 
jecting the  pseudo-Sinaitic  Codex  by  means  of  your  excellent  weekly  publica- 
tion :  and  I  do  myself  declare  to  all  men  b^  this  letter,  that  the  Codex  of  the  Old 
4wd  New  Testaments,  together  with  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas  and  of  the  Shepherd 
Hermas,  which  was  abstracted  by  Dr.  Tischendorf  froni  the  Greek  monastery  of 
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Mount  Sinai,  is  a  work  of  the  hands  of  the  unwearied  Simonides  himselL  Inas- 
nmch  as  I  mjrself  saw  him  in  1843  in  the  UMmth  of  Februair  writing  it  ftft  Athos. 
And  I  fttriher  know  for  certain,  that  it  was  delivered  by  him  to  the  yenerahle 
Patriarch  Constantius,  who  sent  it  to  the  monastery  of  Sinai,  in  ord^  that  it 
might  be  compared  with  other  MSS.  there  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  might  he 
subsequently  transcribed  by  the  same  ^moni^,  and  might  be  dedicated  to  the 
Bmperor  of  Rassia,  the  venerable  Nicholas,  not  on  behalf  of  the  monastery  of  the 
All- Merciful  (IIoi^cAcijfiwv)  in  Athos,  as  originally  intended,  but  on  behalf  t^  the 
Holy  Patriarch  Constantius.  Whereupon  the  holy  monk  Callistratus,  having  com- 
pared it  with  othw  codices  of  the  same  monastery  at  the  bidding  of  the  Patriarch 
Constantius,  and  having  corrected  it  in  part,  left  it  in  the  library,  awaiting 
the  return  of  Simonides.  The  latter,  however,  not  coming  in  time,  neglected  the 
matter  altogether,  until  Dr.  Tischendorf,  coming  to  the  Greek  monastery  of  Sinai 
in  1844)  in  the  month  of  May  (if  my  memory  does  not  decetre  me),  and  remain- 
ing there  several  days,  and  getting  mto  his  hands,  by  permisaioBof  ihelifarariaBy 
the  (K>dex  we  are  speaking  of,  and  perusing  and  repemsing  it  frequently^ 
abstracted  secretly  a  small  portion  of  it,  but  left  the  largest  porticm  in  the  place 
where  it  was,  and  departed  undisturbed.  And  last  of  all,  coming  again  to  the 
same  monastery^  he  ootained  also  the  remaining  portion  of  it  through  the  RussiaA 
Consul,  in  exchange  for  hyperbolical  promises,  never,  in  my  judgment,  likely  to 
be  fulfilled. 

'*  Ail  these  things  I  know,  having  been  on  the  spot»  And  I  declare  them 
now  openly  for  the  sake  of  truth.  And  I  further  declare  that  the  eod«x  whieh 
Dr.  Tischendorf  obtained  is  the  identical  codex  which  Simonides  wrote  Mhabt ' 
twenty-two  years  ago«  and  none  other ;  inasmuch  as  I  saw  it  in  the  hands  of 
Tischendorf,  and  recognized  the  work  ;  and  I  first  informed  Simondes,  who  was  ~ 
previously  in  ignoruice  thereof,  of  the  abstraction  of  his  codex  from  the  library 
of  the  monastery  of  Mount  Sinai.  And  originally,  also,  I  read  this  half'Une 
written  in  it-— 2(Au#W8ttv  rh  ti\oy  l(f>yotf  — but  two  days  after,  the  leaf  containing  this 
artistically  written  line  had  disappeared,  by  whose  doing  I  do  not  know.  And  I 
know  yet  further,  that  the  codex  also  yras  cleaned  with  lemon-guice,  professedly  ^ 
for  the  purpose  of  cleaning  its  parchments,  but  in  reality  in  order  to  weaken  the 
freshness  of  the  letters,  as  was  actually  the  case. 

**  And  these  things,  Mr,  Editor,  I, have  judged  it  my  duty,  unasked,  to  com- 
municate to  you,  hemre  ray  death ;  for  I  am  an  old  man,  and  await  death  dailjr* 
And  you,  on  your  part,  will  greatly  serve  the  cause  of  truth  and  charity,  if 
you  will  make  public  the  exact  purport  of  this  letter,  etc. — Your  sincere 
servant,  etc.  '*  +  Kallimikos  Hieeoicdiuobos. 

"  Alexaadria^  Oct,  15,  1862." 

**  We  have  received  the  following  letter  from  Simonides  himself: — 
**  *■  My  dear  ^r, — I  have  received  and  read  with  satisfaction  the  8dBrd  number 
of  the  Owu'dian,  and  I  will  furnish  the  needful  reply  at  the  proper  time.  Mean- 
while let  me  tender  you  my  thanks,  with  the  price  of  the  number.     Farewell. — 
*  Yours  very  truly,  etc.  *  Simonides. 

*  London^  Nov,  17,  1862.    2,  OaroUne  Street,  Btdford  Square,  W,0. 

♦  To  the  Editor  of  the  Qmardum: 


"  M.  SIMONIDES. 

"  Sir, — I  ascertain,  foom  letters  received  in  the  month  of  November  last,  that 
the  Hiensmotiachos  Kallinikos  of  Alexandria  has  written  to  you  refuting  the 
antiquity  of  the  Codex  SInaitious,  and  declaring  that  it  was  written  in  m^era 
days  and  by  myself.  I  beg  you,  therefore,  briefly  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
it,  and  at  the  same  time  to  say  whether  you  have  any  intent»on  of  pubfishing  it. ' 

.''  I  must  inform  you  that  the  above-mentioned  KalHnikos  is  a  perfectly ' 
upright  and  bonouraile  man,  well  known  for  truth  and  probity,  so  thai  his 
simplest  word  may  be  relied  on. 

**  He  was  living  at  Athos  when  I  wrote  the  Codex  Sinaiticus  (which  was 
about  1840) ;  he  overio<^ed  me  during  the  progress  of  the  wox^,  and  thus 
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b!ecami8a«©ye-witxiess<rfit.    Hit  testinioiiT'  may  thef^w  be  oootideved  as 
iBTalQftUe.  ^*  C.  SufOKiDiis. 

**  2  Oaroline  JStreet,  Bedford  JSquare,  Dec.  3,  1862." 

.  **  [  W^  publish  this  letter  &»  helping  to  prove  complicity  between  the  writer 
of  it  and  the  witneas  to  whom  it  bear»  testimony.  Stmonides  hardly  seems 
aware  that  argping  in  a  circle  is  a  fallacy  in  the  rales  of  evidence  as  well  an 
in.  those  of  logic-  CaUinieus  bears  witness  to  Simonides,  and  vice  v^^d 
SUi;ionidea  bears  witness  to  Callinicus,  Can  neither  of  them  call  some  independent 
wltnec^  to  bear, real  evid^oe  to  character  ?]  " 


*t  Sir, — Te  my  letter  of  2Ttb  of  October  M.  Simonides  will  reply  at  th'd  proper 
time.  I  should  bare  thought  no  time  so  proper  as  the  present.  As  he  declines 
to  explain' the  diflScnltietf  I  then  brought  forward,  I  presume  he  has  no  answer 
to  make.  He  reserves  his  defence,  and  I  therefore  proceed  with  my  case.  In  one 
respect,  however,  he  has  given  me  material  assistance — I  perhaps  ought  to  say 
his  friend  Kallinikos,  but  the  two  are  one.  It  had  been  better  for  M.  ^^ontdes 
hod  his  flriend,  ^  an  old  man  awafting  death,'  passed  away  without  making  this 
sign.     I  will  take  his  evidence  for  what  it  is  worth. 

*t  The  letter  bf  Kallinokos  has  the  unfortunate  merit  of  proving  too  much. 
The  writer  asserts  that  he  saw  Simonides  writing  the  Ck)dex  Sinaiticus  in 
FiBdniutTy,  1^40.  I  can  Ailly  believe  that  if  Simonides  wrote  the  Codex,  the 
writer  of  the  letter  signed  '  Kallinikos  Hieromonachos'  saw  Mm  engaged  at  the 
yfork.  But  Kallinikos  not  only  saw  Simonides  writing  the  Codex ;  he  knows 
for  eertain  that  it  was  deliverea  to  the  Patriarch  Constantius.  Well  and  good. 
Soiar  bis  account  tallies  with  the  letter  which  Simonides  wrote,  and  which  was 
published  in  the  Ouardlan  of  the  3rd  of  September.  If  von  r^r  to  this,  jou 
viiVL  s^  that  the  Patriarch  Constantius  complied  with  the  wish  of  Simonides 
that  the  MSB.  should  be  deposited  in  the  library  of  Mount  Sinai.  Not  a  word  of 
its  being  placed  there  for  the  purpose  of  being  collated  with  other  MSS.  in^the 
library.  Not  a  word  about  its  subsequent  transcription  for  the  Emperor  of 
Russia.  I  wUbnot  discuss  the  question  as  to  the  capacity  of  the  monks  of 
MouBt  Sinai  for  the  eoUaticm  which  was  assigned  them.  AH  I  will  say  is  that 
here  ^Simonides'  friend  has  known  more  than  Simonides  himself  did  at  the  time 
he  wrote  the  letter  to  which  I  have  alluded.  How  this  has  come  about  is  to  me 
perfectly  patent. 

"  But  to  proceed  with  the  letter  of  Kallinikos.  It  appears  that  he  not  only 
saw  Simoniaes  writing  the  MS.,  he  not  only  was  perfectly  informed  of  its 
delivery  to  the  venerable  Patriarch  Constantius,  but  most  remarkable  coinci- 
dence!— he  was  on  the  spot  when  Professor  Tischendorf  visited  Mount  Sinai  in 
1844,  and  he  says  abstracted  a  small  portion  of  the  MS.  This  *  small  portion,^ 
was  some  forty-three  leaves ;  but  no  matter.  Ks^inikos  was  again  on  the  spot 
when  Tischendorf  carried  off  the  remainder  of  the  MS.  He  appears  to  have 
possessed  the  admirable  quality  of  being  exactly  where  he  was  wanted. 

"  At  this  point  I  would  pause ;  but  I  will  quote  one  other  sentence  from  the 
letter  of  Kallinikos.  He  says,  *  I  first  informed  Simonides,  who  was  previously 
in  ignorance  thereof,  of  the  abstraction  of  his  codex  from  the  library  of  the  Monas- 
tery of  Mount  Sinai.*  If  vou  will  refer  to  the  letter  of  Simonides  himself,  you 
will  see  that  he  says,  *  Aoout  two  years  ago  I  saw  the  first  facsimiles  of 
Tischendorf,  which  were  put  into  my  hand  at  Liverpool,  by  Mr.  Newton,*^ 
wheuy  he  adds,  ^  I  at  once  recognized  my  own  work,  as  I  immediately  told  him.' 
We  have,  therefore,  the  chmce  between  two  alternatives.  Kallinikos  either 
refers  to  the  abstraction  in  1844  or,  in  1859.  If  he  refers  to  the  fwmer,  he 
must  have  left  his  friend  in  ignorance  for  sixteen  years ;  if  to  the  latter,  for  more 
than  a  year.  Both  these  suppositions  are  inconsistent  vrith  the  close  intimacy 
which  subsists  between  Simonides  and  Kallinikos.  These  are  plain  facts  from 
whi^  your  readers  can  form  their  own  conclusions. 

**  To  proceed.  The  letter  of  Kallinikos  charges  Tischendorf  with  theft.  If 
Kallinikos  were  not  apocryphal,  the  charge  would  be  libellous.     But  as  in  the 
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former  instance  he  knew  too  much,  in  this  he  knows  too  little.  In  Simonided' 
letter,  published  in  the  Guardian  of  the  3rd  of  September,  the  writer  says  of  the 
MS.  which  he  professes  to  have  written  himself,  *  I  saw  it  there,  [i. «.,  at  Mount 
SinaiJ  myself,  and  begged  the  librarian  to  inform  me  how  the  monastery  had 
acquired  it ;  but  he  did  not  appear  to  know  anything  of  the  matter,  and  I,  for  mv 
part,  said  nothing.  However,  I  examined  the  MS.,  and  found  it  much  altered, 
having  an  older  appearance  than  it  ought  to  have.  The  dedication  to  the 
Emperor  Nicholas,  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the  book,  had  been  removecL' 
With  these  exceptions,  there  is  not  a  hint  that  the  MS.  was  not  as  perfect  as 
when  it  left  his  hands ;  not  a  hint  that  *  the  original  covers,  made  of  wood^  and 
covered  with  leather,'  had  been  removed,  and  that,  in  fact,  the  MS.  was  entirely 
disenlegrated  and  large  portions  of  it  lost.  In  1844,  eight  years  before  the  time 
at  which  Simonides  says  he  saw  it  a^ain.  Professor  Tischendorf  had  carried  off 
some  loose  leaves,  which  were  lying  m  the  monastery  utterly  uncared  for.  Bttt 
before  Tischendorf  s  visit,  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  leaves  had  been  lost  at 
the  beginning  of  the  MS.    How  does  Simonides  account  for  these  ?    Surely  the 

fap  which  would  have  been  caused  by  this  loss  would  not  have  escaped  notice, 
[e  cannot  pretend  to  say  that  they  were  torn  out  with  the  dedication  to  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.  I  have  my  own  reasons  for  believing  that  Simonides  first 
became  acquainted  with  the  fact  that  Tischendorf,  so  early  as  1844,  had  brought 
from  Mount  Sinai  some  portion  of  the  MS.,  on  the  7th  of  October  of  the  present 
year,  in  the  Cambridge  University  library;  and  that  he  there  saw  for  the  first  time 
the  facsimile  reprint  of  the  Codex  Friderico-Augustanas.  Perhaps  he  wiQ'^nly 
to  this  at '  the  proper  time.'  If  he  does  not,  my  opinion  will  be  confirmed,  though'  it 
can  scarcely  be  strengthened.  If  he  does,  I  have  no  doubt  that,  like  his  friend 
Kallinikos,  he  will  create  at  least  as  many  difficulties  as  he  solves.  And  even 
when  he  has  replied  to  this  and  my  last  letter,  1  shall  still  have  some  points 
upon  which  I  shall  desire  further  information. 

"  In  conclusion,  as  Simonides  states  in  his  letter  that  he  can  point  to  two 
distinct  pages  in  the  MS.  which  contain  the  most  unquestionable  pKoof  of  its 
being  his  writing,  I  challenge  him  to  place  in  your  hands  a  statement  of  those 
marks  of  recognition  in  a  sealed  envelope,  which  shall  be  opened  in  the  presence 
of  impartial  and  competent  witnesses,  and  compared  with  the  fecsimile  reprint 
of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus  which  Tischendorf  has  just  completed.  Unless  this  is 
done  at  once  it  will  be  valueless.  If  it  is  not  done,  but  one  conclusion  can  he 
drawn  from  it.  If  it  is  done,  and  the  comparison  proves  satisfactory,  it  will 
only  shew  that  Simonides  has  seen  the  MS.  at  Mount  Sinai,  as  he  professes  to 
have  done. 

''  I  would  now  call  attention  to  another  point  in  the  narrative  of  the  fortunes 
of  the  MS.  as  related  by  Simonides.  After  the  work  of  transcription  had 
abruptly  come  to  an  end  by  the  death  of  his  uncle  in  August,  1840,  Simonides 
took  the  MS.  with  him  to  Constantinople.  It  was  there  seen  by  the  Patriarch 
Constantius,  who  urged  him  to  present  it  to  the  library  of  Mount  Sinai.  The 
present^  for  which  he  received  25,000  piastres,  was  made,  and  the  receipt  of  the 
volume  acknowledged  in  a  letter  from  Constantius,  dated  *  13th  August,  1841.' 
Some  time  after,  how  long  we  do  not  find,  it  was  sent  to  its  destination.  I  would 
call  attention  especially  to  the  fact  that  in  the  original  story  nothing  is  said 
about  the  MS.  being  sent  to  Mount  Sinai  for  collation  with  other  MSS.  in  order 
that  it  might  again  be  transcribed  by  Simonides.  This  is  a  fact  which  we  first 
learn  from  the  letter  of  Kallinikos.  Furthermore,  the  monks  seem  to  have 
set  small  store  bv  the  MS.,  for  in  May,  1844,  it  was  found  by  Tischendorf  in 
tatters,  and  some  loose  leaves,  utterly  uncared  for,  were  brought  away  by  him 
and  published  in  1846  as  the  Codex  Friderico-Augustanus.  Of  9iis  *  abstraction,' 
by  Tischendorf,  we  are  first  informed  by  Kallinikos.  Simonides  knew  nothJng 
of  it  when  he  wrote  his  first  letter  to  you.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  first 
became  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Codex  Friderico-Augustanus  on  the  7t^  of 
October  of  the  present  year.  The  date  of  Kallinikos'  letter  is  October  16th,  old 
style,  I  presume ;  that  is  October  27th,  new  style.  A  mail  for  Alexandria  viA 
Marseilles  left  London  on  October  10th.  Letters  sent  by  this  mail  would  teach 
Alexandria  about  the  20th  or  21st.    A  return  letter  from  Alexandria  might  be 
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sent  either  on  October  28th  or  November  4th.  There  was,  therefore,  ample 
time  for  this  newly  acquired  fact  to  be  transmitted  to  Alexandria  and  to  return. 
I  will  leave  you,  Sir,  to  draw  your  own  conclusions  from  these  points  which  I 
have  put  before  you.  Taking  into  consideration  the  remarkable  coincidence 
between  the  letter  of  Kallinikos  and  the  story  it  is  intended  to  corroborate,  the 
extreme  improbability  of  his  having  been  on  the  spot  at  such  critical  moments 
in  the  history  of  the  MS.,  and  the  bringing  to  light  for  the  first  lime  a  fact  in 
that  history  with  which  Simonides  had  only  recently  become  acquainted,  I  sub- 
init  that  there  are  grave  reasons  why  we  should  regard  its  testimony  with  sus- 
picion. Coincidences  like  these  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  Simonides  more  than  to 
that  of  any  living  man.  Does  he  want  confirmation  of  a  statement,  he  has 
the  authority  of  MSS.,  and  inscriptions  to  which  he  can  appeal  at  will.  I 
recommend  any  of  your  readers  who  desire  an  illustration  of  this,  to  refer  to  bis 
discnsslon  of  the  disputed  reading  in  Matt.  xix.  24  {Facsimiles,  etc.,  p.  45,  etc). 
fije  brings  forward  inscriptions  from  monuments  in  Lycia,  Cilicia,  ana  at  Gaza ; 
and  gives  not  only  the  readings  from  some  eight  or  nine  MSS.  which  are 
preserved  at  Mount  Sinai,  at  Mount  Athos,  or  the  Monastery  of  St.  Saba  in 
Palestine,  but  what  is  most  remarkable,  and  to  my  mind  most  instrucitive,  he 
gives  the  verse,  and,  in  some  instances,  the  context  in  facsimile.  Surely  no 
man  was  ever  so  fortunate  as  Simonides.  He  finds  whatever  he  looks  for,  and 
now  he  has  found  his  friend  Kallinikos. 

**  Permit  me  to  congratulate  you.  Sir,  on  the  wide  circulation  which  the 
Ouardian  has  attained.  I  should  think  few  papers  can  boast  of  Greek  readers 
at  Alexandria.  "  W.  A.  Wright. 

"  jfWn.  CoU.,  Cambridge,  Dec,  hth,  \^&i:'— Guardian,  Dec.  \(Hh. 


It  seems  scarcely  necessary  to  insert  the  letter  of  Kallinikos,  as  it 
appeared  in  the  Literary  Churchnan  of  Dec.  16th,  but  we  will  add  one 
from  Simonides,  which  appeared  at  the  same  time  : — 

"  Since  this  letter,  we  have  had  another,  stating  that  Simonides  is  preparing 
a  book  in  vindication  of  what  he  affirms.  But  before  we  proceed  to  comment  on 
tbeae,^  we  will  extract  the  entire  statement  made  by  Simonides  himself,  which  is 
as  follows  : — 

*'  *  About  the  end  of  the  year  1839,  the  venerable  Benedict,  my  uncle,  spi- 
ritual head  of  the  monastery  of  the  holy  martyr  Panteleemon,  in  Mount  Athos, 
wished  to  present  to  the  Emperor  Nicholas  I.,  of  Russia,  some  gift  from  the 
sacred  mountain,  in  grateful  acknowledgment  of  the  presents  which  had  from 
time  to  time  been  offered  to  the  monastery  of  the  martyr.     Not  possessing  any- 
thing which  he  deemed  acceptable,  he  consulted  with  the  herald  Procopius  and 
the  Kassian  monk  Paul,  and  they  decided  upon  a  copy  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  written  according  to  the  ancient  form,  in  capital  letters,  and  on 
parchment.     This,  together  with  the  remains  of  the  seven  apostolic  fathers — 
Barnabas,  Hermas,  Clement  Bishop  of  Rome,  Ignatius,  Polycarp,  Papias,  and 
Dlonysius  the  Areopagite — they  proposed  should  be  bound  in  gold,  and  presented 
to  the  Emperor  by  a  commnn  friend.     Dicmysius,  the  professional  caligrapher  of 
^hc  tiiOEia&terj,  wr^a  thou  beggi^d  to  undertake  the  worK,  but  he  declined,  saying 
that  the  task  being  exceed  id  ^ly  difficult,  he  would  rather  not  do  so.     In  conse- 
quence of  this,  I  iiiysolf  determined  to  begin  the  work,  esinnN.illy  a^  my  rcvtrtDd 
miele  Keenied  earnestly  to  wish  it.     Having  then  examines!  tho  principal  copies 
of  the  Holy  tteripturta  prcs^erved  at  Mount  Athos,  T  began  \o  practice  tlae  priu- 
xiipks  of  crtlltgraphy ;  And  thf  learned  Benedict,  taking  a  copy  of  tlic  Moscow 
^edition  of  both  Testaiiicntiii  (piihUshed  and  presented  to  the  Grceikft  by  tlie  ilhis- 
^^trwtts  brothers  Zosimjjti),  coll;Ued  it  with  the  ancient  OneR^  and  hy  this  me^na 
.   cWrpd  it  of  many  Rrrf>ra,  after  which  he  gave  it  into  my  hands  to  transcribe, 
I  (-Having  then  received  both  the  Testaments,  freed  from  errrjra  {tlie  old  epcHing, 
liQwever,  remaining  unaltered),  being  short  of  parchment,  I  selected  from  the 
;  -libFatry  of  the  monastery,  with  Benedict's  permission,  a  very  btilky  volume, 
.lantiiiuely   bound,  and   almost   entirely  blank,  the  parchment   of  which  was 
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remarkably  .cl9^)  and  beautifalljr  finUbed.  This  hafl  been  ]Mre|Muc«d  mppmea^ 
many  centui'ies  ago — probably  by  the  writer  .or  by  the  pruK3%>ai  oi  tibe  mcniM^ 
1«ry,  as  it  bore  the  Inscription,  EKAOnON  nANHrrPIKON  (a  edleotion  oC  Fuie-< 
gyrics).  and  also  a  short  discourse,  much  injured  by  time. 

"  *■  I  therefore  took  possession  of  this  book,  imd  prepoved  it  by  takJng^^at  ^m 
leaf  containing  the  discourse,  and  by  remoyin^  tieveral  otben  injored  by  timo 
and  moths,  after  which  I  began  my  task.  First,  I  copied  oat  the  Old  aod  New* 
Testaments,  then  the  £^istle  of  Biumabas»  the  first  part  of  the  pastoral  writings 
of  Hermas  in  capital  letters  ^or  uncial  characters)  in  the  style  known  in  ea&« 
graphy  as  iifjupi^t^tos  {mnphidexio$).  The  transcription  of  the  remaining  Apostle 
writings,  however,  I  declined,  because  the  supply  of  paioobment  can  short,  anil 
the  severe  loss  which  I  sustained  in  the  death  of  Beaddict  induced  me.  to  haauk 
the  work  over  at  once  to  the  bookbinder  of  the  monasteiT',  lor  the  poi^ose  «f 
replacing  the  original  covers,  made  of  wood  and  covered  with  leather,  whieb  I 
had  removed  for  convenience — and  when  he  had  done  so,  I  took  it  into  my  poe- 
^ssion. 

**  '  Some  time  after  this,  having  removed  to  Constantinople,  I  shewed  the 
work  to  the  pcUriarcha  Anihimm  avd  CoiMton^i/f,  and  communicated  to  theni 
the  reason  of  the  transcription*  Constantius  took  it,  and,  having  thoreugbly 
examined  it,  urged  me  to  present  it  to  the  library  of  Sinai,  which  I  aocordingiy 
promised  to  do.  Constantius  had  previously  been  Bishop  of  Sinai^  and  siBoelou 
resignation  of  that  o^ce  had  again  become  Perpetual  Bishop  of  that  place. 

''  *  Shortlpr  after  this,  I  was  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  ilkwtrifltti 
Countess  Etlmg  and  ber  brother,  A.  S.  Stourtzas,  by  the  co-operatioo  of  the  twa 
patriarchs;  but,  before  departing  for  Odessa,  I  went  ova*  to  tbe  island  of 
Antigonus  to  visit  Constantius,  and  to  perform  my  promise  of  giving  up  the 
manuscript  to  the  library  of  Mount  Sinai.  Tbe  patriarch  was,  however,  absent 
from  home,  and  I,  consequent^,  left  the  packet  lor  him  with  a  letter.  0&  hie 
return,  he  wrote  me  the  following  answer : — 

"  '  My  dearly  beloved  Son  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  Simonides ;  Grace  be  with  yott 
and  peace  from  God. 

"  *  I  received  with  unfeigned  satisfaction  your  truly  valuable  transcript  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures — namely,  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  together  with  the 
Epistle  of  St.  Barnabas  and  the  first  part  of  the  pastoral  writings  of  Hermas, 
bound  in  one  volume,  which  shall  be  placed  in  the  library  of  Mount  Sinai, 
according  to  your  wish.  But  I  exhort  you  enmesl^y  (if  ever  by  God's  will  you 
should  return  to  the  sacred  Mount  Athos)  to  finish  the  w(n*k  as  you  origlnftlly 
designed  it,  and  He  will  reward  you.  Be  with  me  on  the  3rd  of  nert  month, 
that  I  may  give  you  letters  to  the  illustrious  A.  S.  Stourtzas,  to  inform  hira  or 
your  talents  and  abilities,  and  to  give  you  a  few  hints  which  vcMf  prove  usefol 
to  the  success  of  your  plane.  I  sincerely  truat  that  you  were  bom  for  the 
bpnour  of  your  country.    Amen. 

^  CovsTANTiuB,  Uto  of  Constantinople, 

*  An  earnest  worshipper  in  Chvist. 
'  Island  of  Antigonus,  13th  Aug.,  1841.' 

*^  *  After  I  had  received  the  above  letter,  I  affain  went  to  visit  tbe  patriarch,, 
who  gave  me  the  kindest  and  most  paternal  advice,  with  letters  to  Stourtsas; 
after  which  1  returned  to  Constantinople,  and  from  thence  went  to  Odefisa  in 
November,  1841. 

''*'  *  In  1846,  I  i^ain  returned  to  Constantinople,  when  I  at  once  went  over  to 
the  island  of  Antigonus  to  visit  Constantius,  and  to  place  in  his  possession  a 
large  packet  of  MSS.  He  received  me  with  the  greatest  kindness,  and  we 
conversed  on  many  different  subjects,  amongst  others,  uppn  my  transcript, 
when  he  informed  me  that  he  faad  sent  it  some  time  prevfdusly  to  Mount  Binai.  ' 

"  *  In  1852, 1  saw  it  there  myself,  and  begged  the  librarian  to. inform  me  how 
the  monastery  had  acquired  it ;  but  he  did  not  appear  to  know  anything  of  the 
matter,  and  1,  for  my  part,  said  nothing.  However,  I  examined  the  MS.,  and 
/bund  it  much  altered,  having  an  older  appearance  than  it  ought  to  h%ve.  The 
dedication  to  the  Emperor  Nicholas,,  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the  iKtok,  h«d 
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^eoijMafipflrtd.-  i  tken  began  my  phik>lo^cal  researches,  fSor  there  were  severat 
"viidiiWUe  MB3>  in  the  librftry,  which  I  wished  to  examine.  Amonest  them,  I 
lomid  the<  pastoral  writings  of  Hermas,  the  Holy  Gospel  according  to  St. 
Matthew,  and  the  disputed  Epistle  of  Aristeas  to  Philoctetes  (all  written  on 
£^yptian  papyrus  of  tke^rat  oeatury),  with  others  not  unworthy  of  note.  All 
tiu»  X  commimioated  to  Con«taBtias,  and  afterwards  to  my  spiritual  father, 
GiyUistniiua  at  Alexandria* 

«•  ''*'  f  You  have. thus  a  shoct  amd  clear  aoeount  of  the  t7odex  Simonideios,  which 
Professor  /Tisohendorf,  when  aft  ^nai,  contrived,  I  know  not  how,  to  carry 
atway;  amd,  goiaig  to  St.  Petersburg,  puMtshed  his  discovery  there  under  the 
aame  oi  the  Oodeoo  Sinalticua.  When,  about  two  years  a^,  I  saw  the  first  f^- 
dailies  of  Ti8eheiidorf,.whi^  were  put  into  my  hand  at  Liverpool,  by  Mr.  New- 
lonv«&iend>of  Dr.  Trege^les,  I  at  once  recognised  my  own  work,  as  I  imme- 
diately told  hun. 

.'*  *-  The  abov»"iB  a ^r«e  statement  of  the  origin  and  history  of  the  famous 
Codex  Siniaticus,  which  Professor  Tischendorf  has  foisted  on  the  learned  world 
as  a  MB.of  ther  fiKwth  c^xtui*y.  I  have  now  only  one  or  two  remarks  to  make. 
Tfaa  name  of  the  pcofessional  caligraphist  to  the  monastery  at  St.  Panteleemon 
was  Dion3r8iuB ;  the  name  of  the  monk  who  was  sent  by  the  Patriarch  Constan- 
tNuita  convey  the  vohxme  from  the  Island  of  Antigonus  to  Binai  was  Germanus. 
^^e  T^iiDae,  whilst  in-  my  possessioA,  was  seen  by  many  persons,  and  it  was 
perused  with  attention  by  the  Hadji -John  Prodromos,  son  of  Pappa  Prodromos, 
wlio  >v&s  a  miniater'of'  the  Greek  Church  in  Trebi^ond.  John  Prodromos  kept 
anaffieei-hous&iB  Galataa>  Constantinople,  and  probably  does  so  still.  The  note 
firoia  th&  PatriaDoh  Gonstaaithis,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  MSS.,  toge- 
tiier  wildi  2d,0(X^  ptastares,  sent  to  me  by  C^stantius  as  a  benediction,  was 
brought  to  me  by  the  deacon  Hilarion.  All  the  persons  thus  named  are,  I 
bcfie^re^  stiii  alive,  and  could  bear  witness  to  the  trutn  of  my  statement. 

**  '  Of  the  internal  evidence  of  the  MSS.  I  shall  not  now  speak.  Any  person 
leam«d  inpakeogmphy  ought  to  be  -  able  to  tell  at  once  that  it  is  a  MS.  of  the 
present  age.  But  1  may  just  note  that  my  uncle  Benedict  corrected  the  MS.  iii 
many  places,  and  as  it  was  intended  to  be  re-KX)pied,  he  marked  many  letters 
which  he  purposed  to  have  illuminated.  The  corrections  in  the  handwriting  of  , 
my  un(de,  I  can,  of  course,  point  out;  as  also  those  of  DionyBiusthe  caligraphist. 
In  various  piacea  I  marked  in  the  margin  the  initiais  of  the  different  MSS.  from 
which  X  had  taken  certain  passages  and  readings.  These  initials  appear  to 
have  ipreatly  bewildered  Professor  Tischendorf,  who  has  invented  several  highly 
ingenious  methods  of  aeicountiug  Ibf  tthem.  Lastly,  I  dedare  my  ability  to 
pomt  to  two  distinct  pages  in  the  MS.,  though  I  have  not  seen  it  for  years,  in 
which  is  ^sontained  th^  most  imquestioeable  proof  of  its  being  my  wri^ng.  ' 

**  *  In  mining  this  statement,  1  know  perfectly  well  the  consequences  I  shall 
bring  upon  myself ;  but  I  have  so  long  been  aoeustomed  to  calttniny,  that  I 
have  grown  indilEerent  to  it  |  and  I  now  solemnly  declare  that  my  only  motive 
for  pmilishlng  this  letter  is  to  advance  the  cause  of  truth,  and  protect  sacred 
letters  from  imposition. 

"  *  In  conclusion,  you  must  permit  me  to  express  my  sincere  regret  that, 
whilst  the  many  valuable  vemainB  of  antiquitr  in  my  possession  are  frequently 
attributed  to  my  own  haoda^  the  one  ^oor  woikof  my  youth  is  set  down  iy  a 
genllfimaii  who  enjoya  a  great  reputation  for  leamisg,  ad  the  earliest  copy  of  th^ 
Sacred  Scriptures. 

*C.  SlMOirtDES.'  " 


To  the  foregoing,  the  following  answers  were  priated  in  the  IMerary 
Cfer-cJiwMw,  of  January  Ist,  and  we  reprint  them  from  copies  kindly 
8«pplied  by  Mr.  Wrighl  himself  :— 

THE  "  SINAITIC  "  MS. 

**  The  ability  and  sincerfty  of  the  learned  writer  of  the  following  letter  demand 
that  ha  should  have  a  fi^  hearing.    We  cheerfully  print  it,  wishing  only  that 
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truth  jroLj  be  aceertaiodd.    We  obTt  corseot  <»ie  passage,  ¥12*,  as  to  the  naine  ^ 
the  Archimandrite ;  in  the  letter  aotossed  to  us,  it  is  *^  Farrhyrius,*^  ^ 

•'  TO  THE  15D1T0B  OP  THE   *  LITEBAKT  CfttJROHMA.N/ 

"  Sib, — In  your  evident  anxiety  to  mete  out  justice  to  both  Simonides  and 
Tischendorf,  I  venture  to  think  that  in  your  article  of  Dec.  16,  you  have  been  a 
little  hard  upon  the  latter.  You  say :  *  There  is  an  air  of  improbability  in  the 
Story,  both  as  told  by  Tischendorf,  and  by  Simonides.*  In  your  version  of  the 
story  as  told  by  Tisohendorf,  there  are  some  points  which  make  it  appear  more 
improbable  than  when  told  in  his  own  words.  You  lay  great  stress  upon  the 
fact  that  the  Codex  Siniaticua  contains  the  whole  Bible  complete :  *  The  broadly- 
suspicioufl  circumstance  is,  that  the  entire  and  unrautilated  BiUe  ishere.^r«< 
discovered — no  manuscript  hitherto  had  been  heard  of  without  an  omissioD, 
without  a  flaw.  Its  very  perfection  is  a  diflficulty.'  The  writer  of  these  sen- 
tences could  surely  not  have  been  aware  of  the  condition  of  the  MS.  as  described 
by  its  discoverer.  [Our  writer  refers  to  the  former  papers  in  this  Journal  for 
the  unintelligible  statement;  and  we  must  do  the  same. — Ei>.  L.  C]  The 
Codex  Sinaiticus,  so  far  from  heing  a  perfect  MS.  of  the  whole  Bible,  contains 
only  345 J  leaves,  out  of  upwards  01  700,  of  which  it  originally  consisted.  The 
Codex  Frederioo-Augustanua  consists  of  43  leaves  of  tlie  same  MS.  All  the  rest 
is  lost.  The  broad  suspicion  arising  from  the  perfection  of  the  MS.  is  therefore 
at  once  removed.  The  defects  of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus  may  be  more  a<5curately 
stated  thus.  The  whole  of  the  Pentateuch,  the  books  of  Joshua,  .fudges,  Bu^, 
1  and  2  Samuel,  1  and  2  Kings,  and  1  Chr.  i.-^ix;.j  xix.  18— end,  are  wantii^g, 
as  are  2  Chron.,  part  of  Ezra,  part  of  the  Lamentations,  and  the  whole  of  Eze- 
kiel,  Daniel,  Hosea,  Amos  and  Micah.  I  am  quoting  from  memory,  but  I 
believe  this  statement  to  be  nearly  correct.  While,  however,  the  perfect  cop- 
dition  of  the  MS.  is  no  longer  a  cause  of  suspicion  against  Tischendorf,  its  actual 
condition  tells  very  strongly  against  Simonides.  I  will  not  go  through  all  the 
points  advanced  in  my  letters  to  the  Ouardicm,  puhMsiheA  on  Nov.  6  and  Dec.  10, 
to  which  Simonides  has  not  replied ;  but  I  will  call  your  attention  to  one  fact 
only.  Simonides  says  that  the  MS.  which  he  wrote  was  left  with  the  Patriarch 
Constantius  in  August,  1841 ;  that,  in  1846,  when  at  the  island  of  Antigonus,  he 
found  it  had  been  sent  to  the  Library  of  Mount  Sinai  some  time  previously ;  and 
that  he  himself  saw  ^t  at  the  last-mentioned  place  in  1852,  And  what  account 
does  he  give  of  its  appearance  then  ?  He  says :  *  I  found  it  much  altered — 
having  an  older  appearance  than  it  ought  to  have.  The  dedication  to  the 
Emperor  Nicholas,  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the  book,  had  been  removed,'  If 
the  MS.  which  Simonides  saw  and  recognized  for  his  own  had  been  the  same 
as  the  Codex  Sinaiticus,  he  could  not  have  described  its  condition,  in  these  words. 
This  was,  be  it  remembered,  eight  years  after  Tischendorf  had  carried  off  43 
leaves,  of  which,  at  the  time  of  writing  to  the  Guardian  of  Sept.  3,  Simonides 
knew  nothing.  We  first  hear  of  this  on  his  side  of  the  question  txom  the  letter 
€>f  Kallinikos,  who  insinuates  that  Tischendorf  mutilated  the  MS.  during  the 
absence  of  the  librarian,  and  stole  the  leaves  which  he  tore  out.  You  ^ill 
observe^  that  the  charge  against  Tischendorf  has  changed  its  complexion.  ^  It 
was  at  first  a  charge  of  ignorance.  Tischendorf, 'mistakmg  a  MS.  of  the  hi^e- 
teemth  century  for  one  of  the  fourth,  was  about  to  involve  the  learned  world  of 
Europe  in  the  results  of  his  error.  But,  since  the  letter  of  Kallinikos,  the  charge 
has  assumed  a  different  character.  Tischendorf  is  no  longer  the  victim  of  his 
own  want  of  judgment,  but  a  daring  impostor,  who,  knowing  this  MS.  to  be  the 
work  of  Simonides,  palms  it  off  as  a  wont  of  the  highest  antiquity,  having  first 
obtained  possession  of  it  by  means  which  are  not  obscurely, hinted  at  as  infa- 
mcrusly  dishonest.  ^        -         *  , 

**  Xou  appear  to  consider.  Sir,  that  the  question  is  a  balance  of  improbiMities, 
and  that  the  improbability^  of  either  story  is  one  of  degree  only  y  that  both  stories 
are  improbable,  and  one  is  but  slightly  more  so  than  the  other.     I  will  ask  yo|U, 

«  I  h«ve  seen  the  orioanal,  and  it  is  *^  PorhyriuS,''  as  plainly  as  j^iisiblei^ 
W.  A.  W.  . 
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Aea,  to  tftke  Tisebendotf  s  own  accotint  of  Ms  dfflcovery  of  the  MS.,  and  oom- 
pare  it  with  the  tale  of  Simonides.  In  May,  1B44,  Tischendorf  found  !n  the 
Monastery  of  St.  Catherine,  on  Mount  Sinai,  some  loose  leaves  of  a  very  ancient 
MS.,  which  the  monks  allowed  him  to  take  away,  and  which  he  published  in 
1846,  as  the  Codex  I^riderieo-Augtistanus.  On  the  same  occasion  he  saw  a 
larger  bundle  of  loose  leaves,  which  he  recogtiized  as  a  part  of  the  same  MS., 
but  which  he  could  not  prevail  upon  the  monks  to  part  with.  He  told  them  of 
its  value,  and  advised  them  to  preserve  it  carefullr.  On  a  subsequent  visit.  In 
1853,  he  made  enquiry  for  the  portion  which  he  had  left,  but  could  find  no  trace 
of  it,  and  came  to  the  conchision  that  it  had  been  carried  to  Europe.  It  was 
seen,  in  1846,  at  Mount  Sinai,  by  the  Archimandrite  Porphyrins — not  *  Porrhy- 
rius,*  as  you  have  printed  his  name.  In  1859,  Tischendorf  again  went  to  Mount 
Sinai,  and  in  a  conversation  with  the  steward  of  the  monastery,  the  latter 
informed  him  of  an  ancient  MS.  which  was  in  the  possession  of  the  monks,  and, 
to  Tischendorf  s  surprise  and  delight,  produced  the  very  fragment  which  he  had 
seen  15  years  before,  and  which  he  had  given  up  for  lost.  It  was  wrapped  in  a 
cloth  and  entirely  disintegrated,  the  leaves  being  loose  and  in  many  cases  torn. 
He  begged  permission  of  the  monks  to  copy  it,  and  the  permission  was  given  on 
condition  of  obtaining  the  archbishop's  consent.  On  Tischendorf  s  arrival  at 
Cairo  the  necessary  consent  was  obtained,  the  MS.  was  forwarded  to  him  there, 
and  a  copy  of  it  made.  It  ultimately  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Einperor 
of  Russia.  I  Confess,  Sir,  that  this  account  does  not  seem  to  me  on  the  face  of 
it  to  be  highly  improbable.  There  is  a  tin^e  of  romance  about  the  re-discovery 
of  the  missing  fragment,  but  this  is  not  without  parallel  in  the  annals  of  arehno- 
,  logy.  In  two  points  you  have  not  been  fair  to  Tischendorf.  He  *  aeknotnledgeSf* 
ypu  say,  *  that  it  had  been  the  intefntion  of  the  monks  to  present  the  MS.  to  the 
Emperor  of  Russia.'  If  you  i*e£er  to  his  Notitia  Oodkis  8inaitici,  you  will  find 
that  he  first  suggested  to  them  the  idea  of  presenting  it.    Again,  you  say, 

*  Tischendorf  gained  permission  to  copy  the  MS.  for  publication ;  having,  as  we 
suppose,  published  the  former  part,  without  permission,^  As  the  monks  had 
allowed  him  to  carry  away  the  former  part,  there  was  no  necessity  for  him  to 
obtain  permission  to  copy  it,  and  therefore  I  think  the  insinuation  contained  in 
the  last  clause  of  your  sentence  might  have  been  spared. 

**  Now  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the  statement  of  Simonides.  It  amounts 
to  this.  In  Nov.  1839,  I,  Constantino  Simonides,  being  then  15  jrears  of  »ge, 
went  to  the  monastery  of  St.  Panteleemon,  on  Mount  Athos,  of  which  my  uncle 
Benedict  was  the  spiritual  head.  Between  that  time  and  the  death  of  my  uncle, 
in  August,  1840,  I  occupied  myself  in  the  following  manner.  I  studied  the 
MSS.  of  the  monastery,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  the  first  principles  of  the 
art  of  calligraphy,  and  I  made  such  progress  in  thi^,  that  I  volunteered  to  under- 
take a  task  from  which  the  professional  caligrapher  to  the  monastery  shrank, 
on  account  of  its  difficulty.  This  was  a  copy  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament, 
with  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas  and  the  first  part  of  the  Shepherd  of  Hermas,  in 
uncial  characters  on  vellum.  At  the  same  time  I  studied  theology  under  my 
uncle  (see  Life  of  Simonides^  by  C.  Stewart),  and  assisted  him  fn  deciphering 
and  copying  some  ancient  MSS.  which  had  recently  come  into  his  possession. 
For  this  purpose  (not,  as  Simonides  had  said  before,  for  the  purpose  of  writing 
the  Codex  Sinaiticus),  he  taught  me  palseography.  My  uncle  had  injured  his 
eyes  by  poring  over  these  MSS.  (not  by  collating  the  Moscow  edition  of  the 
Old  and  New  Testaments),  and  employed  me  to  continue  his  work.  All  this 
happened  fn  the  few  months  which  elapsed  between  Not.  1889  and  August 
1846,  at  which  time  I  was  only  15  years  old. 

**  Thus  far,  I  submit  to  you.  Sir,  the  story  of  Simonides  abounds  with  impro- 
babilities. Let  us  follow  his  account  of  the  MS.  It  was  left  with  the  Patriarch 
Constantius.  for  transmission  to  Mount  Sinai,  some  time  in  August,  1841,  to  be 
kept  there  till  Simonides  could  recopy  it.  In  two  years  and  a  half  the  monks 
had  torn  it  to  pieces,  and  it  was  found,  in  Majr,  1844,  in  the  condition  described 
above  by  Tischendorf.*  But  it  is  not  from  Simonides  himself  that  we  hear  of 
'ns«fei6GMlorf  8  visit.    This  we  learn  from  the  ubiqmtous  Kallinikoe,  who  was 

*  on  the  spot.'    Simonides  could  have  known  nothing  of  it,  or  he  would  not 
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h»f  vpckj^  of  the  MS.,  ftslie  say«  be  saw  it  m  1852;wliien  iiQtt^liaff  of  it  h^. 
di9a|i|>6ared.  In  fact,  1  bar©  good  reason  to  believe  tbat  Simonides  was  totaQ;y 
ignorant  of  the  existence  of  the  Codex  Ftiderico-Angostanus  till  the  month  of 
October  in  the  present  year  (1862). 

"  Next  oomes  upon  the  scene  that  wonder  of  wonders,  the  Hieromonachos 
£j|}linikoa,  who  has  cosmopolitan  sympathies  of  no  ordinary  kind,  and  is  a  con- 
stant reader  of  the  Ghmrdian  and  Literary  Churchman,  Here,  Sir,  is  another  of 
the  many  improbabilities  which  meet  us  at  every  step  in  the  statement  of  the 
caae  as  it  oomes  from  Simonides  and  his  admirers.  Simonides  makes  an  asser- 
tion with  regard  to  his  share  in  the  transcription  of  the  *Coddx  Sinaiticus,' ' 
whieh  has  this  feature,  in  common  with  a  true  narrative,  that  it  contains  many 
circumstantial  details.  But  in  the  face  of  the  glaring  improbabilities  with 
which,  at  the  same  time,  it  abounds,  these  details  are  of  no  worth  whatever; 
aid  no  appeals  to  Greek  Coffee-housekeepers  in  Oonstantinopje  can  give  wei^t 
or  credibility  to  an  account  which  itself  contains  so  many  elements  of  a  donbtfdl 
nature.  At  this  crisis,  Kallinikos  comes  to  the  rescue.  And  who  is  Kalliniko^^^? 
We  infer  from  his  own  account  that  he  takes  in  [This  is  not  quite  faifly  stat^ 
by  Mr.  Wri^t.  The  Hieromonk  hardly  implies  that.— Ed.  L.  C]  the  muircKaii 
and  Literartf  Ohtirehnan^  and  that  he  is  a  Ghreek  monk.  Furthermore,  h^ 
veracity  is  attested  by  Simonides  himself.  More  improbabilities  again.  A 
Chreek  monk  at  Alexandria,  of  whom  no  one  can  give  any  account,  a  constant 
reader  of  the  Guardian  and  Literary  Churchman^  comes  forward,  and,  to  rescue 
his  friend's  ch«uracter,  delivers  himself  of  a  secret  which  he  has  carried  M  hftr 
breast  for  eighteen  years  and  more — ^the  secret  of  Tiachendorrs  delinquencies. 
Kallinikos  is  the  ver^  model  of  a  witness.  He  gives  evidence  on  all  the  points 
that  Simonides  himself  had  brought  forward.  He  saw  Simonides  writing  the' 
MS.,  knew  of  its  delivery  to  the  patriarch  Constantius,  and  knew,  moreover,  the 
name  of  the  monk  who  carried  it  to  Mount  Sinai,  as  well  as  the  name  of  the 
monk  who  collated  it,  with  other  MSS.  tliere.  He  saw  Tischendorf  with  it  itt  ' 
his  hands  in  May,  1844,  and  knew  that  he  tore  some  of  the  leaves  out,  and  stole 
them  without  scruple ;  and,  finally,  that  he  deluded  the  monks  by  false  promises 
to  part  with  the  MS.,  without  any  intention  of  carrying  these  promises  into 
effect.  He  insinuates,  moreover,  that  the  leaf  containing  the  signature  of 
Simonides  disappeared  after  the  MS.  had  been  in  Tischendorf  s  hands. 

"  I  wish;  Sir,  you  had  deferred  the  publication  of  this  letter  of  Kallinikos  tiH 
you  had  ascertained  more  about  him.  What  will  be  the  result  of  your  enquiries  ? 
I  think  I  can  hazard  a  shrewd  guess.  The  strong  improbability  that  a  Gteek 
monk  at  Alexandria  should  interest  himself  in  a  discussion  which  is  going  on  in 
the  English  newspapers ;  that  he  should  come  forward  in  the  very  nick  of  tima,-  ' 
and  give  precisely  the  evidence  that  Simonides  wanted :  that  he  should  bave 
be^i  an  eye-witness  to  all  the  most  important  scenes  in  the  history  of  the  MS. ; 
that  he  should  know  more  of  its  fortunes  than  Simonides  did  on  Sept.  8,  and 
exactly  so  much,  and  no  more,  than  he  knew  on  the  7th  of  October,  constitutes, 
to  my  mind,  a  series  of  difficulties  which  are  scarcely  explicable  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  Kallinikos  has  a  real  existence,  but  which >re  easily  solved  by  another 
and  very  palpable  hypothesis. 

"  I  will  leave  you  to  decide  whether  of  these  two  statements,  that  made  by 
Tischendorf,  or  that  made  by  Simonides,  carries  with  it  the  greater  amount  of 
improbability.  The  issue  of  this  dispute  will  leave  one  or  other  of  these  men 
with  the  imputation  of  being  a  common  rogue.  We  must  have  in  this  case 
stronger  evidence  than  the  bare  word  of  a  Greek  monk,  though  supported  by 
semi-blasphemous  appeals  to  the  Almighty,  and  threats  of  the  day  of  judgment. 
'*  I  remain.  Sir,  yours  faithfully,  W.  A.  Weioht. 
"  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  26  Dec.,  1862." 


"  TO   THE   BDITOR  OP  THE    *  LITERARY  CHURCHMAl^.' 

*'  Sir, — You  have  done  a  good  work  in  printing  the  original  text  of  the 
letter  of  Callinicus  in  your  last  number,  as  translations  are  seldom  to  ht  re- 
lied on. 
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<<  i;  mi^e  no  a^kology  £6r  poiati^g  oQt  8eT«r»J»  loorf  or  lets  importiuit,  b»8- 
tak^s  in  that  wliich  ^ou  have  placed  before  ^our  readers,  premising  that  I  iiavQ 
not  seen  the  letter  in  the  OiardiaH  to  which  yon  allude,  as  in  some  respects 
different  from  your  own  copy. 

**  In  the  first  sentence  yitft&anfrt  is  imperative ;  *  know  ye,'  not  *  you  are 
aware,'  and  there  should  he  a  comma,  not  a  full  stop,  hefore  ix<*^'^*^  ^i|6£s, 
those  words  depending  on  6ff«w§pi  etc.    For  iirifi4yiirai  read  iinfUyyirt, 

**  *  Injury  to  the  Church  must  accrue  from  all  this,  even  ffjfrom  the  evuknUy 
wnmerovs  correctiana  oftheMSJ' — cyeva  rwp  kot^  S6K3i<ruf  iroXXMywrou  8iop0c^c«r. 
I  take  liopQdtxrtis  to  he  emendations  of  the  vulgar  text  supplied  by  the  MB., 
wHich,  if  it  he  a  modem  one,  are  only  corrections  Ko/rh  ^ritrWf  specH  maffU 
quani  re,  and  therefore  a  great  injury  to  the  Church. 

**  *  Owine'to  the  death  of  the  head  of  the  numaatery.^'  You  have  printed  tw 
9^(ovrou  («ic.;  No  doubt  *  the  head  of  the  monastery,'  Benedict,  is  meant ;  but 
rov  Oeiov  tou  is  *  of  his  uncle,' 

^^  *  Whose  evhorcUnate  still  lives  in  Athos,  to  atteat  the  im^er."  I  am  not 
safficiently  versed  in  Greek  monastic  arrangements  to  say  what  is  meant  by 
6  vwoToicris ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  other  words  ^mtyycAA^/icrot 
rip  icaWtypipQV  are  equivalent  to  Ik.  r^y  i^aXXiypa^uciiy,  *  professing  the  art  dt 
c^ligraphy.' 

"  '.  Tore  off  (^recnrxurc,  ahatracted ;  see  the  last  paragraph  but  one),  a  small 
part  of  it  privately,  (m^  voent  hia  way  a*  if  nothing  had  happened j* — Koi  iarriX$€y 
aiifM6x?^'*r''os.  The  last  words  mean,  I  think,  got  away  tmdiatwhed,  as  a  success- 
ful burglar  (pace  Tischendorfii)  might  be  said  to  do. 

"  *  He  perpetrated  this  great  wrong  withoiU  acruple^^' — ifw  r^j  iStlas  rtp6s ; 
t.e.,  vMout  ihe  leave  ofat^  one.  I  have  not  a  modem  Greek  diction«ary  at  hand, 
but  I  have  seen  examples  in  good  Greek  authors  nearly  approaching  to  this  use 
of  ^€10.     Thus  the  Scholiast  on  Philostr,  Heroic,  p.  6,  explains  9vyx»p*ty  by 

**  *  I  have  thought  it  my  duty,  unaalzed.-^  It  may  f^pear  hereafter  that  this 
testimonial  of  Callinicus  was  7u>£  unasked  y  it  is  well  to  observe  that  he  does  not 
say  that  it  was.  The  free  rendering  of  the  words  is,  *  I  have  thought  it  my 
houndenk  4uty.' 

"  In  the  Guardian^  of  Dec.  10,  Mr.  W.  A.  Wright  remarks,  sneeringly,  on 
the  wonderful  coincidence  of  CaUinlcus  heing  on  the  apcf^  when  Tischendorf 
visited  Mount  Sinai  in  1844,  and  again  at  his  second  visit  in  1853.  <?  fiut  I  can* 
not  see  anything  like  this  in  the  letter,  as  printed  by  you.  The  writer  only 
sayB,  in  conclusion,  that  he  knows  all  these  things  ^k  rov  vXr^lov ;  that  is,  i 
supp^Sie,  either  intimately  t^  or  from  my  residing  in  the  vicinity. 

**  One  word  more.  Simonides  speaks  of  *  a  copy  of  the  Moscow  edition  of 
both  Testaments,  published  and  presented  to  the  Greeks  by  the  illustrious 
brothers  Zosimas.'  Upon  which  you  asked — *  Is  it  impossible  to  ascertain  so 
simple  ft  point  as  whether  the  Moscow  booksellers,  Zosima0,  sent  a  copy  of  the 
Moscow  Sible  to  the  Greeks  for  their  use  ?'  This  is  a  misunderstanding  of 
Simoin^4es'  words.  The  brothers  Zosimas  were  not  booksellers,  but  wealthy 
Russian  merchants,  who,  having  obtained  leave  from  the  Holv  Synod,  at  their 
own  co«t  published  an  edition  oi  the  Greek  Bible  at  Moscow,  thus  preaenting  it 
to  ihe  Oreek  Church. 

**  I  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

*'  FfiEnEiBICK  FlKIiD. 

»*  Me^^ham  JUctory,  i)ec.,23,  1862." 

?       I  III-  I   I  II    I     ■<        I  "   '* .1      ■    II  I.. F i.-ii      i.l        i  ■         

*  **  A  curious  illustration  of  this  use  of  the  word  iiSeio,  as  well  as  of  Callinicus's 
B€furo7s  Kid  aOtfdrois  fi4aois  is  given  by  Mr.  Scrivener,  Codex  Augiensis,  p.  Ixxix. 
'  Mihi  vero  fTischendorfius  loquitur]  ©state  anni  1843,  cum  concessum  esset 
aliquos  codicis  (Vat.  2066)  versus  facsimili  exprimere  contigit  ut  in  conficiendo 
facsimili  variantes  lectiones  omnes  editioni  me»  Lipsiensi  adscriberem.'  " 

*  He  says  he  saw  the  MS.  in  T.'s  hands,  therefore  he  must  have  been  on  the 
spot.— W.  A.  W. 
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On  Jan.  14t1i  the  Guardian  published  a  whMe  series  of  ebmmunica- 
tions  to  the  following  effect : — 

"M.  SIMONIDES. 

"  iSr,— The  originals  of  the  four  letters  frotn  KalHnikoS,  which  Smonides  for- 
wards to  you  for  puWication,  art  in  my  possession,  as  he  has  handed  them  to  me, 
to  preserve  for  the  inspection  of  any  gentleman  who  may  incline  to  examine 
them»  I  have  myself  given  them  very  minute  examination,  and,  as  far  as  my 
experience  in  such  matters  goes,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  pronouncrng  them  to 
he  the  genuine  productions  of  some  one  person,  and  to  have  been  written  at  the 
respective  dates  assigned  to  them.  Three  of  them  bear  postmarks  correspond- 
ing with  the  MS.  dates ;  the  fourth  has  been  transmitted  in  an  envelope.  Tho 
handwriting  is  very  much  cramped  and  contracted,  so  as  to  be  in  places  almost 
illegible,  but  I  think  you  may  rely  on  the  translation  as  literal  and  accurate. 

"  In  conclusion,  I  wish  distinctly  to  remark  that  I  simply  hold  these  letters 
for  the  inspection  of  the  curious  in  such  matters,  and  of  those  interested  in  the 
question  of  the  authenticity  of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus,  and  that  whilst  I  have 
^ven  my  closest  and  most  minute  attention  to  the  examination  of  their  ejctemal 
appearance,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  taking  any  part  iff  the  controversy, 
but  would  request  those  who  have  ridiculed  the  statements  of  Simonides  to  come 
and  inspect  for  themselves  these  documents,  which  form,  I  imagine,  if  they  are 
what  ttiey  profess  to  be,  an  important  link  in  the  evidence. 

**  Jomf  Eliot  Hodgxik.*' 
"  Hayman^s  Greeny  West  Derby ^  Liverpool^  Jan.  3,  1863." 

"  Sir, — Facts  are  stubborn  things,  and  on©  simple  fact,  which  I  lu^^pen  to  be 
in  a  position  to  establish,  knocks  down  the  beautiful  theory  of  fraud  and  false- 
hood at  the  hands  of  Simonides  which  your  correspondent  Mr.  W.  A.  Wright 
has  so  generously  sought  to  establish  in  his  letter  to  you  of  December  lOth, 
which  I  have  seen  to-day  for  the  first  time.  Mr.  Wright  *  has  reaton  to  believe 
that  Simonides  first  became  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  Codex  Frederico- 
Augustanus  on  the  7th  of  October  of  the  present  year  (1862),'  and  thereupon 
goes  into  arguments  to  prove  that  Simonides  (whom  he  assumes,  with  a  canooar 
worthy  of  the  rest  of  his  letter,  to  be  one  with  Kallinikos)  had  time  to  transmit 
this  '  newly  acquired  fa(A^  to  Alexandria  and  for  it  to  be  returned,  etc.  Alas  I  for 
Mr.  W.  A.  Wright  and  his  *  reasons  to  believe.'  Simonides  first  saw  the  fibc- 
similes  of  the  (Sdex  Frederico-Au^ustanus  at  my  house  in  the  spring  of  1861 — 
some  twenty  months  before  the  date  so  kindly  set  down  for  his  first  view  by 
your  correspondent.  It  is  only  liie  accident  of  my  being  acquainted  with  the 
fact  that  Simonides  had  seen  and  studied  the  Codex  at  that  period  which  rescues 
him  from  the  maliciously  ingenious  reasoning  of  Mr.  Wright.  So  much  for  that 
gentleman,  his  reasons,  and  his  conclusions.    £x  pede.Sercvlum. 

**  I  am  no  '  thick  and  thin'  partisan  of  Simonides.  I  should  expose  an^  fraud 
of  his  which  I  might  detect  with  as  unsparing  a  hand  as  Mr.  Wright  himseff ; 
but  I  will  not  see  the  public  misled  by  such  unscrupulous  specialpleading  as 
that  of  your  correspondent  without  calling  attention  to  the  fallacy,  and  to  the 
anvams  which  prompts  it.  "  John  Eliot  HoDeKui." 

«  West  Derby,  Jan.  3, 1863.'* 

«fr  gir^ — Every  one  must  admire  the  fair  and  impartial  remarks  appeuded  to 
the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  publish  on  the  lOth  of  December  1862. 
It  is  not  my  fault  that  I  have  not  sooner  replied  to  your  insinuaiions  of  ooMfUdty 
with  Kallinikos. 

"  In  the  month  of  Norember  I  forwarded  to  my  friend  Mr.  Scott,  in  Man- 
chester, for  translation,  my  reply  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wricht  of  5th  of  November, 
and  with  it  a  copy  of  one  of  the  letters  of  Kallinikos,  which  I  send  you  to-day 
for  publication. 

"  I  have  only  this^  day  received  a  portion  of  the  translation  of  my  reply,  and 
that  of  the  letter  has  not  come  to  hand  at  all,  so  that  I  am  indebted  to  another 
hand  for  its  appearance  even  as  early  as  the  present  time. 
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'*  If  yon  will  rc^er  to  th/e  original  you  will  find  that  KaUioikjOfl  (who  od^inly 
knows  not  a  word  of  English)  never  asserts  that  he  *  read  in  the  Guardian  my 
letter/  but  that  *  he  has  read  what  your  journal  was  the  means  of  making  known 
to  the  world.'  The  way  in  which  this  came  about  is  very  simple.  I  wrote  to 
KalUnikos  giving  him  a  cop^r  ai  my  original  Greek  letter  from  which  the  English 
tranalatioa  which  apneared  in  your  journal  was  made,  and  appended  the  strip 
containing  the  article  in  English.  You  will  see  by  the  subiomed  letter  what 
was  his  reply,  and  why  I  wrote  to  you  to  ask  if  his  letter  had  been  received,  %B 
also  X  did  to  i^e  Times  and  Literary  Churchman^  but  am  still  without  reply  from 
those  piq>ers.  H^  early  connexion  with  Kallinikos  will  be,  in  degree,  ascertained 
by  reference  to  his  own  letters.  It  is  not  for  me  to  bring  witnesses  to  the  re- 
spectability of  a  man  well  known  in  his  own  country,  and  whom  I  have  not 
brongbt  forward  as  a  witness,  but  who  has  written  to  you  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility. It  is  not  on  secondary  evidence,  but  on  that  of  the  Codex  itself,  that  I 
rely:  but  as  bis  name  has  been  associated  with  mine,  it  is  right  that  the  public 
^ould  know  what  I  am  able  to  shew  them  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  lustoi^y 
of  the  Codex. 

*'  It  is  quite  evident  that  Mr.  W.  A.  Wright  does  not  know  anything  of  the 
subjects  about  which  he  writes,  as  his  arguments  are  as  weak  as  tbey  are  mali- 
cious. I  reserve  my  reply  to  him  till  next  week,  having  already  trespassed 
largely  on  your  space.  If  I  had  a  good  knowledge  of  the  English  language, 
neither  he  nor  any  one  else  would  have  reason  to  complain  of  the  tardiness  d[ 
my  replies,  but  tlie  necessity  for  translation  causes  great  delay,  and  engenders 
many  errors.  *'  C.  SiHOiai>£s," 

"  Liverpool^  Jan.  3,  1863." 

"Extract  from  a  letter  dated  Smyrna,  6  (17)  Aug.,  1858: — 
•** .  .  .  These  also  send  thee  greeting:  the  Deacon  Hilarion,  and  thy  friends 
KIcander  and  Niphon,  who  lent  thee  the  Books  of  Esdras  at  the  time  when  thou 
wast  preparing  m  Athos,  at  the  exhortation  of  my  uncle,  the  present  (of  the 
Holy  Scriptures)  to  the  glorious  Emperor  Nicholas.  They  also  wished*  to  know 
whether  the  work  was  finished,  and  given  to  the  Emperor,  and  whether  thou 
wert  suitably  requited  for  it ;  beoaufle  they  had  no  certain  knowledge  about 
these  matters.  I  told  them  all  about  it,  and  how  the  manuscript  in  question  is 
now  in  Mount  Sinai,  and  how  thy  indifference  (forgive  me,  my  son,  for  this  true 
statenrient  of  mine)  frustrated  the  original  intention.  I  certified  them  that  this 
MS.  of  the  Scriptures  is  still  preserved  in  Sinai  (as  thou  also  knowest),  because 
I  saW  ft  tbere  with  my  own  eyes  when  I  was  in  the  Monastery  of  St.  Catherine 
in  1845  in  the  month  of  July,  and  handled  it  with  my  own  hands,  and  ibund  it 
very  defective,  and  somewhat  changed ;  and  when  I  asked  the  reason,  I  understood 
from  Oabriel,  the  keeper  of  the  treasures,  that  his  predecessor  had  given  the 
manuscript  to  a  German,  who  visited  the  monastery  in  1844  in  the  month  of 
May,  and  who  having  had  the  MS.  in  his  hands  several  days,  secretly  removed 
a  part  of  it,  and  went  away  during  the  time  that  the  librarian  lay  ill,  afflicted 
with  a  typhoid  fever.  Nothing  more  could  1  learn  about  it,  but  1  hope  (if  God 
will)  to  go  next  year  again  into  Egypt,  and  thence  to  Sinai,  when  I  shall  search 
into  aU  things,  and  send  the  result  for  tiiy  information  and  that  of  thy  friends. 

♦* '  Farewell,  my  son,  and  pardon  the  garrulity  of  an  old  man. — ^Thy  Spiritual 
Father,  **  *  -f-  Kallinikos  Hiebomokachos.'  " 

**  Having  seen  in  the  SUmdard  of  Monday,  May  23,  1859,  an  account  of  the 
discovery  At  Mount  Sinai,  I  wrote  to  Kallinikos  on  the  subject,  and  received 
froo^  him  abetter  on  which  unfortonately  I  cannot  now  lay  my  hand,  bnt  which 
I  will  publish  if  I  should  hereafter  find  it.  This  letter,  however,  not  being  suffi- 
dMdtly  eiqrilcit,  especially  as  regards  the  idenflifieAtion  of  the  *  newly  found ' 

'Mill    .  ■       I ^ 1 L ' -'.■.    •■■'.     I.I .1.         I       .1  -..I 

'  "  ♦^  **  JVote  €f  Trixmlator.—l  hatve  translated  the  words— i^Ti^/towni',  Xua  ytp<&<r^ 
KturtVy  wished  to  know:  ovZkv  fidficuov  yiv(&<rKov(nvt  had  no  certain  knowledge; 

'  'l^though  the  verbs  are  in  the  present  tense,  because  the  sense  seems  to  demand 
^tteh  a  rendering." 
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Cod^x  with  my  own,  I  wrote  to  him  again  for  a  moro  circumstantial  statemen^^ 
which  he  gave  in  the  following  letter.  .C«  S. 

"  *  -I-  Dear  Son  in  the  Lord,  Simonides,  Grace  he  to  thee  and  peace  fnmi  th% 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,  One  God.  .*. 

'* '  That  master  and  pupil  of  all  guile  and  all  wiokedness,  the  German  Tischen- 
doi-f,  has  unexpectedly  rushed  into  thy  net*  for  having  inspected  in  the  commoi^ 
library  (where  it  was  found  a  short  time  ago,  and  where  it  was  placed  hy  thy. 
spiritual  father  Callistratus  when  he  went  to  Alexandria)  the  Codex  which  th£»» 
wrotest  at  Athos,  some  twenty-two  years  ago,  as  a  present  to  the  deceased 
Emperor  of  Russia,  Nicholas  I.,  at  the  request  of  thy  wise  and  distinguished 
UBcte  Benedict,  and  subsequently,  going  to  Constantinople  after  his  death,  gavest 
unfinished  to  the  blessed  patriarch  Constantius,  who  sent  it  to  Mount  ^nai  ^ 
the  Monk  Germanus  of  Sinai,  whom  thou  knowest,  and  which  was  afterwards 
given  to  the  Hieromonachus  Callistratus  to  be  compared  with  the  three  Oja 
Codices  of  the  sacred  Scriptures  (which  thou  knowest,  and  which  are  Itept  m 
the  treasury),  and  was  then  disregarded  because  thou  didst  not  make  thy  ap-' 
pearance  at  the  proper  time  in  Mount  Sinai  to  transcribe  it,  according  to  the' 
earnest  wish  of  the  patriarch :  he  has  proclaimed  it  as  genuine,  and  as  the  oldest 
of  all  the  known  Codices  in  Europe  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments. 

"  *  Alas  for  the  palfieographical  knowledge  of  such  as  he !  And  if,  O  my  sob^ 
the  sages  of  Western  Europe  take  knowledge  of  and  criticize  matters  in  the 
same  fashion  as  Tischendorf,  the  shallow  leader  of  Leipsic,  I  must  say  tbatno, 
true  critcism  or  sound  judgment  in  antiquarian  matters  remains  there.  This^ 
manuscript  then  being  thus  estimated  (as  very  old)  by  the  German  Tischendorf, 
was  snatched  away  from  the  monastery,  was  afterwards  transferred  to  Cairo, 
and  after  a  few  days  was  lent  to  Tischendorf,  by  the  mediation  of  ihe  Raseitti 
consul  in  Egypt.  And  it  is  said  that  the  restoration  of  the  Codex  after  its  f  lAli- 
cation  was  guaranteed  by  the  Russian  ambassador  in  Oonstenthiopiiv  But  I  do 
not  believe  m  any  promise  of  the  ambassador  or  the  consul  for  theirestoratioas  06 
the  Codex,  and  even  if  they  did  promise  it,  I  do  not  believe  that  th^  would  ever 
restore  it  to  the  monastery  of  SinaL  I  judge  from  p^t^oUs Events.'  hWm-d 
Rusiwan  oflScial  (as  the  proverb  Says),  a  Har,  and  a  thief,  Ar«  syuonynkMs.**-  Bet 
1st  others  treat  of  i^I  this,  as  also  of  the  arttmgements,  jutft  ^t  unjusfc  made  hf 
the  Russian  consul  and  the  guileful  Tischendorf  for  the  kccbmp«6hment»  of  their 
purposes.  I  am  not  surprised  at  any  of  the  cir<ium8ta»«eSi  but  only  at  the  &ct 
that  this  Codex,  recent  as  it  was,  and  thy  handiwork,  was  ascribed  to  the  fomth 
century.  Here  is  a  miracle  forsooth,  and  yet  people  finteer  at  us  for  beHeving 
miracles  I  This  Codex,  my  son,  I  saw  several  times,  and* nartSoulatly  three  of 
the  acrostics  which  thou  shewedstme  at  Athos  when  I  overlooked  -thee  hi  thU 
pleasant  writing-room  of  thine.  The  first  reads  thus— K.  "iifjuddw  'x^)p  ^w«po- 
U0ir4  fis]  the  second— R.  A.  *  2i/i»W$ot;^  Mwe^^6vos  tpyov  M^ttrrov  ^l*,  and  the 
third— 5t/*«v(5oi;  rh  S\ov  €p\ov.  1  also  saw  the  fourth  and  fifth,  but  do  not  re- 
member  them  now  ;  and  also  caligraphic  symbols,  and  especially  the  numerous 
corrections,  and  corrections  again  of  these,  and  anpotatiOUs  bo^  of  tfaysblf  and 
of  thy  uncle,  bv  which  I  recognized  thy  work;  but  I  said  nothing  to  an^  One, 
Bor  shall  I  speak  of  the  matter  till  thou  shalt  request  me;,  and  ;&a  this  reiMoli 
have  hastened  to  give  thee  the  mforniation  in  the  present  ietter.  <  •^ 

*  ^^  The  Codex  in  questiim^  as  we  are  now  quite  certain,  was  transportedttf  Sil 
Petersbnrgh  to  be  published,  and  its  antiquity  was  established  by  the  leaJnMd 
there.  Now  we  shall  see  whether  they  will  endorse  tiie  Tain  tidkfng  of  Tischen^ 
dorf,  whom  I  have  myself  seen  and  conversed  %ith  <  four  times,  aM  whom  '^ 
founud  superficial  in  all.  things,  and  quite  ignorant  of  the  hmgoage  ofouriihiDortal 
aiioestoni.  He  only  chatters  mechanically  the  fiariptures,  and  understiiiide  tfaeif 
meaning  by  Latin  versions,  and  not  ati  sight;  saHiat  e veary^ ancient  €bvcld  ymA 
which  has  not  been  translated  is  considered  by  him  as  hard  to  unaerstand^  an^ 
is  set  down  by  him  as  being  in  the  common  Gre6k  tongpie,  whidktbe  feolirit 


*  ^*  Thus  in  the  letter  of  Callinicos,  but  in  the  MS.  K.  A,  ^«  :iifunflB<ift  rm 
MoiccSbvos,  IC.T.X.,  as  the  facsimiles  in  my  possession  shew." 
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critics  have  christened  Bomaio.  And  the  questions  which  hare  been  most 
dei^ly  settled  (alboat  Greek  palseography)  he  is  quite  unacquainted  with.  In  a 
simple  word,  he  deceived  the  world  by  his  reputation,  as  thou  hast  before  re- 
marked. Now,  it  is  thy  business  to  prove  and  proclaim  the  man's  real  character, 
and  to  shew  how  different  it  is  from  what  it  appears  to  be. 

**  Farewell,  O  son  in  the  Lord,  and  fight  the  good  fight,  and  write  to  me 
sometimes,  that  we  may  hear  of  thy  good  deeds  in  l^hi^  oi  our  naticm,  and  our 
mother  the  Church,  ftom  their  author,  the  faithful  son  of  his  country,  and  not 
from  others. 

" » Alexandria,  9  (O.S.)  November  of  the  year  1861. 

" » Thy  sincere  and  hearty  well-wisher  in  the  Lord, 

+    KaLMNIKOS  HiBaOMONAOHOS. 

"  *  P.S. — Remark  this  also,  that  the  same  man  came  on  another  occasion  to 
tiie  monastery  of  Mount  Sinai  in  the  year  1844,  in  the  month  of  May,  and  there 
saw  thy  Codex,  and  secretly  abstracted  many  leaves  (as  I  wrote  to  thee  long 
ago)  and  went  away  undisturbed,  because,  unfortunately,  the  librarian,  who 
(my  could  have  reproved  and  exposed  his  wickedness,  lay  seriously  ill,  and  de- 
parted shortly  after  to  his  rest  in  heaven. — Thine,  Kallinikos. 

**  *  Markos  and  Dorotheos  and  Joasaph  salute  thee ;  they  are  going  to-morrow 
to  Jerusalem,  and  thence  to  Damascus.  I  have  received  all  thy  books,  and  have 
given  them  to  thy  friends,  therefore  be  at  ease  on  that  question.  When^  art 
thou  cominff  to  E^rpt  ?  Thou  knowest  that  thy  presence  is  urgently  required. 
Come  quickly,  I  entreat  thee  again,  for  we  are  on  the  eve  of  great  affairs,  as  thou 
well  knowest.     In  great  haste.' " 

"In  reply  to  my  letter  enclosing  the  Greek  version  of  my  letter  to  the 

*'  Extract  from  a  letter  dated  5  (17)  November,  Alexandria : — 

" '  -f  My  scm  Simonides,  well-beloved  in  the  Lord— I  have  perused  the 
tvanslatton,  or  jtather  the  Greek  original,  of  thy  letter  to  the  Editor  of  the 
Quardian  concerning  the  pseudo-Sinailic  Codex^  and  I  applaud  thy  love  of  truth. 
But  I  am  8<«ry  that  thou  hast  omitted  many  circumstances  not  essential  to  the 
snl^ect,  and  I  fear,  on  account  of  the  brevity  of  thy  narration,  true  though  it  be, 
tiiere  will  be  many  conjectures  amongst  those  who  are  doubtful  of  the  truth  of 
tba  matter.  I  myself  also  have  written,  as  an  eye-witness,  to  some  of  the  jour- 
Bab  of  London  concerning  this  question,  among  others  to  the  Guardian^  to  whom 
1  wrote  as  follows. 

"  [Here  fbllows  the  text  of  the  Gvxirdian,^ 

"  *  Thus  1  wrote  to  the  Editor  of  the  Guardian,  and  in  almost  similar  terms 
to  the  others,  copies  of  which  letters  I  have  by  me,  and  will  send  to  thee  if  they 
shcmld  refuse  to  publish  them  (which,  however,  I  can  hardly  believe) ;  so  that 
thou  mayst  publish  them  thyself.  Farewell,  my  son,  and  inform  me  of  current 
events. — Thy  spiritual  Father, 

"  *  +   Kallinixos  HlEBOMOHACaOe. 

"  *  Alexandria,  6  (17)  November*  1862. 

**  *  My  Son  in  the  Lord,  Simonides— Yesterday,  the  5th  November  rO.S.J  of 
the  present  year  I  wrote  to  thee  concisely,  in  which  letter  I  copied  my  letter  to 
the  Guardian,  and  I  hope  that  thou  wilt  receive  it  safely,  for  I  directed  it  as 
thou  didst  instruct  me.  To-day  it  seems  to  me  best  to  send  thee  my  letter  to 
the  London  Times,  and  to  the  iMerarp  Churchman,  that  thou  mayest  have  it  in 
thy  hands,  for  who  knows  what  a  day  m^  bring  forth  ?  So  here  follow  the 
oopiea,  and  first  that  of  the  letter  to  the  Timea.  [Here  follow  copies  of  two 
letters  from  KalUnieos  to  the  I^mes  and  Literary  Churehman.]  Thus,  O  faithful 
efaUd  of  thy  country,  runs  my  letter  to  l^e  LUerary  Chwchman,  wherefore,  I  beg 
thee,  he  earnest  £ar  their  publication,  that  thou  mayest  obtain  a  copy,  and  com^ 
pai!e  it  witii  the  copy  in  thy  hands.    And  if  it  be  incorrectly  translated,  and  then 


S*  iblished,  let  me  £now,  or  else  do  thou  publish  the  real  text  of  my  letter  in 
reek,  and  send  me  a  copy  of  the  journal ;  but  let  it  be  quickly,  for  m  the  new 
year  (God  willing)  I  shall  go  to  Jerusalem,  and  thence  to  Damascus,  because 
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against  ns.  Bat  I  will  write  to  thee  again  from  Jerusalem,  and  send  tbee  the 
copy  of  the  mscripticmB  firom  Bofltr»,  and  Byinau,  and  Palestine.  Fm*&w^U  kp&n 
and  many  times,  my  son  in  the  Lord,  and  fight  the  good  fight,  and  write  to  thy* 
spiritual  father.  ^  *  4.  Kaexjhikob  Hibbouoit AOHO0. 

"  *  Alexandria,  6  November,  1862.' " 

"  A  long  postscript  follows,  containing  accounts  of  inscriptions  tocoTered, 
in  the  precincts  of  St.  Sabba  in  Alexandria,  which  has  no  bearing  on  the  subjects 
mentioned  in  the  bo4y  of  the  letter." 

On  Jan.  21^  came  out  aiiother  lengthened  series  i — 

"  The  SmaMc  Codea^isnot  undent,  hvt  modem^^To  the  Editor  of  the  Owtr- 
dim.-r^ir^  having  lately  read  what  the  avdent  defender  of  the  f^tt^of  Professor 
Tischendorf  wrote  on  the  5th  of  Kovemfoer  last  in  the  Gfuatdiem,  I  felt  rarprised 
at  the  writer's  lack  of  jfidgmenl  and  disoemment.  FW  he  swallows  k  camel  and 
strains  at  a  gnat.  He  swallows  at  a  gulp  the  psetido-dinaftie  Odex,  which  ts 
entirely  modem,  possessing  no  claim  to  anti(|ul^,  along  with  the  false  assertions 
and  calumnies  of  the  famous  Tischendorf.  The  chronological  errors  of  the 
biographers  of  Simonides,  the  synoptic  narratives  and  obscure  explanation s^of 
his  accusers,  even  typographical  erroira,  the  gentleman  'ewaUows  to  enaUe  Miu 
to  waid  off  the  main  point  of  the  truth  at  issue  b^  meAus  of  such  puerile  objec- 
tions* He  succeeds  in  this,  it  seems,  to  thesatisfaetion  of  th6  abettors  Of  the 
deceptive  invention  of  the  celebrated  Tischendorf.  I  shotrM  despise  a  Vlriter 
evidencing  such  a  character,  but,  ihasmudi  as  he  has  signed  his  leHer,  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  answer  him,  the  better  to  expose  his  want  of  information.  First, 
I  say  that  my  revered  parents  are  happily  still  alive,  and  say  that  I  was  bom  in 
the  year  1820,  November  the  6th,  on  Sunday^  the  sixth  hour  before  noon.  This 
circumstance  is  confirmed  bjr  the  certificate  of  the  priest  who  baptised  ine,  who 
still  lives,  a  worthy  abbot  in  the  monastery  of  the  Taxfatchs  in  the  island  of 
Syme,  which  is  erected  in  the  ancient  town  called  Aigie,  and  commonly  named 
MichaeL  This  certificate  is  countersigned  by  the  Senators  of  the  island  of  Syme, 
and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  island,  and  signed  also  by  th6  Austrian  agent 
resident  there.  This  certificate,  with  other  <k)cuments  confirming  all  1  say,  I 
am  rfeady  to  shew  to  any  one  who  desires  to  see  them^  In  1^  lace  of  such 
evidence  not  another  word  need  be  said. 

"  I  was  named  at  baptism  Constantine  Loonidas  Photios,  and  while  still  a 
child,  was  committed  by  my  parents  to  learned  men  for  histmction;  Residing 
from  boyhood  in  the  house  with  my  learned  masters,  by  whom  I  was  systema- 
tically instructed,  and  especially  applying  myself  With  great  diligence,  I  soon 
justified  the  hopes  of  my  respected  parents  and  celebrated  instructors.  '  For  I 
will  speak  the  truth,  and  shall  not  oe  ashamed,'  according  to  the  Apostle.  At 
twelve  years  of  a^e  1  was  called  young  Stelokopes,  because,  like  P«/lhban,  I 
passed  my  time  with  the  stones,  occupying  my  leisure  hours  in  reading'  and 
copying  the  aneient  inscriptions  of  the  Aegina  collection.  Many  of  these  (about 
200}  I  copied  exactly,  and  presented  my  work  to  one  Of  my  teachfers,  Oregorius 
Constwitas,  on  his  birthday.  He  accepted  them  most  kiwJly,  kissed  me  many 
times,  called  me  young  Stelokopes,  and  made  me  a  present  of  bdok«,  especially 
of  those  which  he  had  published  in  Vienna,  one  of  which,  The  Betters  of  JSyn^ius, 
was  issued  in  1792.  I  have  preserved  it  carefully  till  now,  and  it  contains  the 
following  presentation  note: — *  To  ConStanthie  SimonideS,  the  yotoig  Stelokopes, 
good  and  honouraWe  youth,  obedieirt,  most  studious  and  skilftil  copyifet  of  the 
Antiquities  of  Aegina,  this  book  is  presented  afii  A  gift  by  his  mastfer  Gregdrius 
Constantsa,  Angina,  the  year  of  salvation  1832,  January  31st.' 

'"'•  I  was  also  called  the  golden  cahgrspbic  pen,  because  I  transoribed^e  nilels 
of  the  college  at  Aegina  in  gtdden  tetters,  and  ornamented  them  witir  some 
devices.  I  also  wrote  caligraphic  exercises  for  the  instruction  of  my  collcrt 
companions ;  not  only  this,  but  on  the  death  of  Charilaos,  our  teacher  of  cali- 
graphy,  I  succeeded  him  with  the  approbation  of  <^e  directors  of  the  xspUege, 
although  still  very  young.  I  also  transcribed  the  Olynthiacs  of  Demosthenes  in 
andent  characters,  and  declaimed  them  suoeessftiUy  at  the  pubHc  examinations, 
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for  which  I  was  desigDated  Demosthenic  Rhyme,  by  Philetairos,  Professor  of 
Literatare.  I  was  also  called  Euclid's  Compasses  by  Khega,  Professor  of 
Matfaematica,  an  embodied  Genhis  by  my  uncle,  an  extraordinary  PhenomenoB 
by  the  Patriarch  Constantius,  Cheirographodepbet  by  the  Editors  of  the  TeU- 
grmths  of  the  Bosphorus^  Chalkenteros  by  the  Messenger  of  the  Byzantines, 
In^fatigable  mind  and  pen  by  my  companions,  Lynceus  by  Dindorf,  Hand  of 
Daedalus  b^  the  Editors  of  the  Athena,  published  at  Athens,  and  by  many  otheri 
of  whom  it  is  needless  to  speak  at  present.  Alexander  Y.  Humboldt  named  me 
*  a  livinff  enigma  and  indissoluble  Gordian  knot,'  as  C.  Stewart,  the  jonrnnls — 
the  Dud,  January  17,  1862,  and  Sath  Chronicle,  March  13, 1862,  report. 

"  On  this  account,  then,  some  persons  endeavoured  to  solre  the  enija^ma  and 
untie  the  Gordian  knot,  but  unftntunately  rendered  it  stiU  more  difficult  by 
accepting,  as  a  solution  of  the  question,  rumours  and  unfounded  assertions. 

*'  Some  oi  these  also  undertook  to  write  my  history  during  my  lifetime — first, 
I^ofessor  Tiscbendorf ;  secondly,  a  certain  Lycourgos,  for  a  long  time  a  spy  of 
Tischendorf,  living  upon  me ;  thirdly,  a  certain  German,  who  had  become  a 
mercenary  slave  of  Tischendorf ;  and,  fourthly,  Mr.  Charles  Stewart,  who  under- 
took his  work  for  truth's  sake,  but  said  nought  to  me  of  it  until  it  bad  been  sent 
to  press,  and  the  greater  part  already  printed ;  thus  even  he  committed  not  a 
few  errors,  for  which  I  hold  myself  in  no  degree  responsible,  any  more  than  for 
those  of  the  other  writers,  some  of  whom  (deriving  their  inspiration  from  sources 
unknown  to  me)  state  that  I  was  born  on  Mount  Athos,  whereas  at  Athos  no 
women  are  to  be  found,  neither  is  a  woman  allowed,  under  any  pretenee,  to  visit 
Mount  Athos,  because  this  place  was  consecrated  of  old  by  the  monks  for  retire- 
ment Others  say  that  I  am  Archbishop  of  the  Island  of  Khodes ;  some  set  nie 
down  as  eighty-seyen  years  of  age,  married,  and  the  father  of  twenty-four 
children,  four  feet  high,  having  bands  of  extraordinary  length.  Some  again  say 
that  I  am  from  TrebizoHd,  Byzantium,  Cappadocia,  Odessa,  Patara,  Acanthus, 
Rhodes,  and  have  a  countenance  very  beautiful,  and  like  the  fabulous  Narcissus. 
Some  write  that  I  am  a  native  of  Abyssinia,  because  I  have  a  very  dark  com- 
plexion.   Each  wrote  and  said  what  he  pleased. 

*'  It  is  not  needful  to  answer  such  ridiculous  stories,  seeing  that  both  friends 
and  foes  testify  unanimously  to  their  being  absurd  and  unfounded. 

"  My  having  presented  to  some  of  my  friends  copies  of  Mr.  Charles  Stewart's 
biography  of  myself  is  no  evidwiee  o^  its  correotness,  as  Mr.  W.  A.  Wright 
asserts,  lor  I  bought  with  my  own  money  fifty  copies  of  the  trifles  written 
against  me  by  Lycourgos,  hii^red  by  Tischendorf,  and  trther  pamphlets  written 
against  me  by  bis  art,  and  distributed  them  to  my  friends  and  enemies.  I  have 
acted  similarly  now,  having  taken  ten  copies  of  the  Chtardtan  of  the  5th  of 
November,  containing  the  letter  concerning  the  pseudo-Sinaitic  Oodex,  and 
havm^  presented  them  to  my  friends :  wherefore  if  you  suppose  this  to  be  a  con- 
firmation of  your  lettert  I  say  to  you,  withdraw  from  the  society  of  men,  for  you 
clo  not  possess  a  sound  ju^ment.  And  now  know,  zealous  defender  of  the 
pseudo-Sinaitic  Codex,  that  I  will  not  give  an  answer  to  what  any  one  may  write 
for  or  against  me,  but  1  will  defend  whatever  I  have  written  or  shall  write  in 
Oreek,  Carian,  Lycian,  Persian,  etc.,  because  these  are  the  only  languages 
unfortunately  which  X  understand,  not  knowing  any  of  the  modem  tongues 
accurately.  Thus  because  my  treatises,  letters,  and  writings  have  been  com- 
posed in  Greek,  and  afterwards  translated,  I  have  been  falsely  interpreted,  often 
indeed  in  the  most  trivial  mattters,  as  was  the  case  lately  in  my  letter  concerning 
the'  pseudo-Sinaitic  Codex,  which  appeared  on  the  3rd  of  September ;  for  many 
things  in  my  letter  bad  been  omitted  and  many  altered,  hence  occasion  was 
given  for  censure.  Such  disputes,  however,  have  no  importance  with  regard  to 
the  prindpiU  question  at  issue.  But  because  some  observations  of  the  frivolous 
defenders  of  the  pseudo-Sinaitic  Codex  would  fain  lead  us  to  believe  that  I  con- 
templated receding  £rom  my  statement  respecting  the  genuineness  of  the  manu- 
script, I  amobli^  to  say  briefly  the  following,  particularly  in  reply  to  Mr 
W.  A,  Wright. 

"  Krst,  that  my  uncle  Benedict,  being  by  profession  a  theologian,  and  versed 
in  twelve  languages,  intending  to  publish  both  the  Old  and  New  Testaments, 
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and  the  writings  of  the  Apostolic  Fathers  witl^  exegetic  scholia  of  tbe.ai|cieiit 
commentators,  and  Bpecially  to  reply  to  what  had  been  written  against  th|^ 
Septnagint,  began  this  work  while  Frofessor  in  the  College  of  Cydon  in  the  ye^ 
1784.  Having  removed  to  Mount  Athos  in  1819  for  the  sake  of  retirement,  ai^ 
embraced  the  monastic  life  in  the  monastery  of  Esphigmenos,  he  was  name4 
Benedict  (for  surely  they  who  adopt  the  monastic  life  ought  to  change  themselvea 
and  their  names  as  well  as  their  fives),  having  formerly  had  two  names,  BasV 
laeus  and  Bessarion.  While  at  Athos  be  gave  himself  up  particuIar^y  t©  th^ 
study  of  the  sacred  Scriptures.  He  collected  the  most  ancient  MSS.  of  boflj 
Testaments  and  of  their  commentators,  and  at  considerable  expense  prepared 
his  work  for  the  press.  The  Greek  revolution  interfered ;  be  withdrew  after  m 
Httle  time  to  the  island  6f  Hydra,  thence  to  Cythera,  then  to  Petzaris,  andfinalj^ 
to  Calaurrea,  now  Paros,  where  there  is  a  uimous  monastery  of  the  Virein,  m 
which  he  remained  a  long  time  teaching  theology  to  twelve  Greek  youths,  1^ 
command  of  Capo  d'Istrias,  ffovernor  of  Greece,  ^tei:  the  assassination  of  ,^« 
governor,  he  again  removed  to  Mount  Athos,  where  be  continued  unfil  Jus. 
death.  I  was  then  sojourning  at  Aegina,  and  thence  set  out  to  Nauplia.  jt^enc^ 
to  Syme,  Syra,  back  to  Aegina,  and  other  places.  I  also  visited  Mount  Atbos  Ji^ 
1837,  tn  which  year  the  discovery  of  the  library  took  place.  I  remained  fourieea 
months  at  Mount  Athos  increasing  my  theological  knowledge  under  my  lui^l^ 
at  the  same  time  studying,  scientifically,  pal»ography  and  archaeology.  /  . 

"  When  1  say  scientifically,  I  do  not  mean  what  Mr.  WrigUt  understan<(9^ 
but  what  he  does  not  comprehend,  and  concerning  which  he  is  silent. 

''  I  was  taught  the  means  of  knowing  the  ancient  MSS.  of  every  period  anil 
of  every  nation,  their  changes  from  time,  also  the  knowledge  of  the  skins,  and 
the  chemical  preparation  of  the  different  writing-inks  and  the  effects  of  the 
atmospheric  changes  of  the  different  climates  of  the  world.  Further,  I  acquir^ 
the  knowledge  of  the  preparation  of  the  skins  of  every  city  of  ihe  ancient  natiiHiSy 
and  such  other  information  as  is  requisite  with  regard  to  the  indisputable  evi- 
dence both  of  the  spuriousness  and  genuineness  of  MSS.  of  every  kind ;  which 
information  it  is  to  be  regretted  is  not  possessed  by  any  of  the  archfieologistp  and 
palaeographers  of  our  day,  as  I  was  sufficiently  assured  by  many  circumst^cea, 
first  and  last,  and  more  especially  lately  when  the  pseQdo-Sinaitic  Codex  ap- 
peared. %  '  ,       ' 

"  The  discovery  of  the  above-mentioned  library  induced  my  uncle  to  estaW^h 
a  printing-press  at  Athos  for  the  dissemination  of  the  various  unpublished  MS8. 
and  those  which  he  was  preparing  for  publication. 

*'  For  this  purpose  I  was  urged  by  him  to  go  to  Athens,  and  provide  tbese 
everything  requisite  for  printing.  I  went  and  pTa(^ed  myself  under  the  directioA 
of  A.  Caromela  for  a  sufficient  time,  he  being  then  the  first  printer  in  Athens, 
and  on  this  account  also  some  spoke  disrespectfully  of  me.  I  wrote  to  my  uncje 
from  Athens  duly,  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  obtain  a  proper  printing- 
press  in  Greece,  because  the  Greeks  themselves  procured  from  France  every  requi^ 
site  for  printing.  Being  assured  of  this  by  others  also,  he  recalled  me  to  Athos* 
I  sailed  from  the  Piraeus  in  the  month  of  November,  1839,  and  landed  again  at 
Athos  for  the  fifth  time.  After  a  few  days  I  undertook  the  task  of  transcribing 
the  Codex,  the  text  of  which,  as  I  remarked  before,  had  many  years  previously 
been  prepared  for  another  purpose.  But  Benedict,  as  well  as  the  pnncipals  pi* 
the  monastery,  wishing  to  recognize  with  gratitude  the  munificence  of  tha 
Emperor  Nicholas  on  the  one  hand,  and  desiring  on  the  other  to  acquire  a  prini- 
Jng-press  without  expense,  and  being  unable  otherwise  to  effect  these  purposes, 
decided  that  a  transcript  of  the  sacred  Scriptures  should  be  made  in  the  anokni 
style,  and  presented  as  a  gift  to  the  Emperor  Nicholos,  and  he  found  that  all  the 
heads  of  the  monastery  perfectly  agreed  with  him.  Accordingly,  having  agam 
revised  the  books  ready  for  publication,  and  first  Genesis,«  he  gave  it  to  ine  to 
transcribe. 

o  '*  Dr.  Tregelles  in  the  Gtiardian  of  August  13  says  that  in  ihr^  days  ontf 
he  went  through  the  MS.  of  the  pseudo-Siriaitic  Code^^j  exa;niined  it,  commri^^t; 
With  oth6r  M^.,  and  c6pied  several  parts,    liiis  was  blindly  belieV^^!^  eVjeigf^ 
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''J  ***^f  Wtlertddk  tills  wo  A,  then,  not  as  a  tyro,  but  as  one  versed  in  the  ancient 
"wititfgj  for  before  this  work,  as  I  have  meritioned  above,  I  had  written  the 
^^Aw&c*  of  Demosthenes  in  ancient  characters,  and  had  copied  at  twelve  years 
Oifage  the  ancient  inscriptions  in  the  Aegina  collection,  besides  four  of  the  ser- 
vices at  Mount  Athos,  in  1837,  in  golden  letters,  ancient  and  modem,  as  well  as 
"the  SjbVvice  of  tSt.  Pantaleon  in  golden  characters.  These  services,  especially,  the 
pi^rffesfonal  caligraphist  of  the  monastery,  Dionysius,  could  not  imitate  com- 
iptely,  for  he  was  a  copyist  but  not  an  archaiographer,  and  therefore  could  not 
^eeute  other  writing  out  what  he  had  been  taught  from  boyhood — round  an4 
<siBar  penmanshit).  He  was,  moreover,  unacquamted  with  the  ancient  Greek 
UogoAge,  and  altogether  ignorant  of  ornamentation,  on  which  account  I  often 
wrote  the  ornamental  work,  titles  and  capital  letters  of  works  which  he  trans* 
scribedf,  for  which  he  usually  styled  me  Chrysographer,  so  that  this  good  Diony- 
i^Qs  had  simply  the  work  of  transcribing  the  ecclesiastical  books — for  at  Athos 
they  generally  appreciate  written  boo&  more  than  the  printed  copies  which 
eotbe  from  foreign  parts — but  he  knew  not  caligraphy  properly,  although  taught 
frouQ  childhood.  And  although  I  had  a  peculiar  inclination  for  it,  as  well  as  for 
idl  the  line  arts,  I  never  became  a  professional  caligraphist,  because  I  had  always 
more  important  and  independent  occupations  in  hand.  But  I  was  compelled  to 
ondetstand  this  work^first,  to  gratify  my  uncle  ;  secondly,  as  no  one  was  there 
at  hand  at  Athos  to  execute  it ;  and  thirdly,  which  was  the  most  important  to 
me,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  the  present  of  a  printing-press.  To  these  motives 
may  be  added  my  youthful  ambition  to  become  first  of  all  at  Mount  Athos  in  the 
j^ttfessfon  of  caligraphy,  which  actually  came  to  pass. 

**  Oh  account  of  all  these  circumstances  I  undertook  the  work,  and  began 
fahmediately  after  the  resignation  of  Dionysius  to  study  the  principles  of  cali- 
graphy, as  much  as  was  needed.  I  do  not  mean  that  I  began  then  to  learn 
eaK^aphy  (as  Mr.  T.  Silke,  my  translator,  has  incorrectly  interpreted  m  v  words), 
bnt  that  I  learned  the  art  of  preparing  suitable  materials  for  writing — the  proper 
Ink,  the  making  of  bone  pens,  the  polishing  of  the  skins,  the  cleaning  by  chemi- 
cals of  a  few  leaves  soiled  by  time,  the  cai*eful  and  proper  division  of  the  columns, 
the  adoption  of  the  style  of  writing,  and  such  other  thmgs  as  are  proper  to  arch»- 
ography.     All  these  things  belong  to  the  graphic  art. 

**  Besides,  the  penmanship  of  the  Sinai  tic  Codex  is  my  more  usual  style ;  for 
fa  writing  to  patriarchs,  archbishops,  ministers,  and  men  of  high  rank  I  adopted 
the  same  mode  of  writing  with  great  facility,  as  you  yourself  write  in  the  style 
which  ^ou  learned  from  childhood.  I  wrote  letters  not  long  since  in  the  same 
style  with  a  common  pen  and  upon  ordinary  paper  to  the  Editor  of  the  Guardian; 
to  Professor  Shillito  or  Cambridge;  Mr.  Henry  Bradshaw,  keeper  of  MSS.  in  the 
university  library  of  Cambridge ;  and  to  others,  concerning  whom  I  shall  speak 
elsewhere.    To  Mr.  H.  Bradshaw  I  wrote  as  follows  : — 

**  *  Dear  Sir — They  who  believe  the  Sinaitic  Codex  to  be  ancient  are  deceived^ 
for  I  am  the  worker  of  the  miracle,  and  many  of  the  witnesses  are  still  alive. 
Farewell.— Christ's  College,  Oct.  7,  1862.' 

"  I  wrote  also  to  others  two  years  ago,  in  the  same  writing,  opposing  the 
p«endo-Sinaitic  Codex.  Therefore,  what  you  consider  impossible  I  deem  of  no 
account.  For  you  know  that  the  works  of  Raphael  and  Phidias  are  considered 
by  other  men  to  be  superhuman,  but  are  spoken  of  by  their  authors  as  mere 
toys  of  the  hand. 

**•  If  you  doubt  my  ability  in  such  matters,  which  both  enemies  and  friends 
aire  forced  to  acknowledge,  your  friend.  Dr.  Tischendorf,  even,  says  as  follows  : 
-=-*Blmonide8  received  an  excellent  education,  and,  when  a  young  man,  spent 
a'lionirtderable  time  in  the  Greek  monasteries  at  Mount  Athos,  occupying  himself 
almost  exclusively  in  the  study  of  ancient  MSS.,  by  means  of  which,  especially, 

one,  although  I  am  sure  from  what  he  says  that  he  possesses  a  very  superficial 
lujowledge  of  such  matters.  Surely  if  Dr.  Tregelles  could  perform  such  a  Her- 
cahkn  work  in  three  days,  could  not  my  uncle,  a  man  of  acknowledged  learning 
and  experience  in  such  matters,  re-peruse  his  work  while  I  was  transcribing  the 
book  of  Genesis  ?" 
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he  greatly  enriched  his  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  E^ptian  antiqiiities.  At 
the  same  time  he  employed  himself  very  much  in  drawmg  and  lithography,  in 
which  he  hecame  very  skilful ;  and  this  skill  was  turned  to  accoant  afterwardsy 
when  he  copied  the  ancient  MSS.  Moreover,  hy  vigorous  study  and  many 
voyages  in  Asia  and  Africa,  Simonides  arrived  at  the  climax  of  superiority  io 
philology,  particularly  in  the  knowledge  of  the  wonderful  art  of  ancient  liSS.' 
These  statements  M.  Tischendorf  proclaimed  at  Leipeic  on  the  3rd  of  February, 
J  856,  through  the  German  newspapers,  from  which  it  was  pnhlished  then  at 
Berlin  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  Juagment  of  Simonides^  of  which  I  still  possess  a 
copy. 

**  You  adduce  to  us  the  shortness  of  the  time  as  a  forcihle  argument,  saying 
that  it  is  wholly  impossible  for  any  one  to  copy  in  a  few  months  the  whole  pseudo- 
Sinaitic  Codex.  I  admit  that,  according  to  your  judgment  it  may  be  so,  but 
according  to  mine — I,  who  am  called  Daedalus  by  some  of  the  journals,  it  is 
quite  possible,  and  by  no  means  laborious ;  for  I  could  write  five  pages  of  this 

fseudo-Sinaitic  Codex  daily,  and  in  the  space  of  ten  months  I  will  give  yoa 
,500  pages.  I  know  that  I  wrote  li205  pages  in  eight  months,  and  ceased  from 
the  work  only  because  the  skins  failed.  If  you  doubt  this,  '  Lo,  here  is  Bhodes, 
here  is  the  leap,'  according  to  the  proverb.  Deposit  10,000^  sterling  in  my  name 
in  the  Bank  ot  England,  and  I  will  write  again  this  same  work  in  your  presence, 
and  in  the  presence  of  your  friends,  in  the  same  space  of  time.  Then  take  the 
manuscript  and  let  me  take  the  money ;  but  if  I  fail,  which  is  impossible,  I  will 
give  you  such  an  ancient  MSS.  as  you  choose  from  those  which  1  possess. 

"  Benedict  died  at  the  time  Mr.  Stewart  says,  and  I  set  out  to  Symo  after 
three  months  for  the  sake  of  dis{)elling  my  grief  on  the  death  of  my  uncle, 
bringing  with  me,  in  a  ship  belonging  to  my  &mily,  the  manuscript  lionury  to 
my  father's  house.  Thence  I  went  to  Constantinople,  and  again  returned  io 
Mount  Athos,  after  a  few  days  ;  but  the  works  never  left  out  of  my  hands  until 
the  skins  failed.  Afterwards  I  added  many  corrections  which  my  uncle  had 
made,  and  returned  the  second  time  to  Constantinople  from  Athos. 

**  For  this  reason  the  writing  and  ink  vary  a  little ;  many  of  the  notes  being 
written  with  different  ink  and  pens,  and  with  less  care.  Still  you  wonder  and 
say,  "  How  was  it  possible  for  a  mere  child,  under  fifteen  years  of  age,  to  pro- 
duce such  a  large  MS.  ?"  (I  was  really  nearly  twenty  years  old.)  I  equally 
wonder  at  Hermoffenes  from  Tarsus,  who  at  fifteen  composed  his  famous  treatise 
on  Rhetoric,  which  was  justly  admired  by  the  rhetoricians  older  than  he,  and  is 
still  admired  by  all,  as  a  production  of  incomparable  power.  This  Hermogenes 
at  fifteen  became  the  teacher  of  the  great  rhetoricians  of  his  time.  And  yet  I 
transcribed  a  prepared  work,  bein^  nineteen  years  of  age,  while  Hermogenes 
composed  a  very  learned  work,  bemg  younger  than  I.  Further,  I  wonder  at 
Sophocles,  who,  while  a  boy,  vanquished  his  tragic  master,  .^ischylus,  although 
at  first  instructed  by  him.  I  wonder  equally  at  the  painter,  Kaphael,  who,  while 
young,  was  able  to  ascend  on  the  scale  of  art  to  a  wonderful  height  of  glory,  te 
enter  itito  the  temple  of  immortality,  and  salute  Apelles  Zeuxis  and  Pauselenus, 
and  be  enrolled  in  the  assembly  of  the  immortal  painters  of  antiquity,  leaving 
behind  him  works  which  may  be  justly  considered  divine.  I  wonder,  also,  that 
my  own  brother,  Photius,  younger  than  I,  was  able  to  distinguish  himself  in  the 
graphic  art,  and  to  excel  his  senior  schoolfellows  so  as  to  receive  from  the 
appointed  judges  the  golden  prize. 

*'  But  you  need  not  such  examples,  for  they  abound  in  ancient  and  modem 
history.  Knowing  this,  I  say  to  you  again  that  the  MS.  of  the  Sacred  Scrip- 
tures taken  from  Mount  Sinai  by  Tischendorf  is  my  production,  and  by  no 
means  ancient. 

*'  The  Codex  proclaims  this  itself,  as  shall  be  afterwards  shewn  when  my 
proofs  will  speak  for  themselves.     Words  are  therefore  needless. 

**  Truly  1  wonder  how  people  can  credit  such  unreasonable  falsehoods,  things 
wholly  impossible,  and  believe  the  reports  of  Tischendorf— viz.,  that  1  prepared 
palimpsests,  and  wrote  10,000  pages  of  an  Egyptian  Lexicon,  7,000  pages  of  the 
Alexandrine  Philological  Catalogue,  10,000  pages  of  Uranius  1  8,8(K),000  pages 
of  various  other  ancient  writers  on  different  subjects  !    That  I  correct^  the 
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eorrapfed  texts  of  various  classical  writers,  filled  up  man^  blanks  of  injured 
attcient  MSS.,  and  wrote  and  prepared  papyri  I  And  all  this  in  a  very  limited 
space  of  time,  for  which  work  a  life  of  two  thousand  years  woald  not  suffice  me, 
kisid  £  two  thousand  hands,  and  one  thousand  [heads  ?j.  Yet  they  consider  it  a 
.wonder  to  have  made  a  simple  copy  of  a  manuscript  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ment, done  by  me  in  my  juvenile  years.    O  wonder  of  wonders  I 

**  You  prepared  yourself,  my  dear  Sir,  for  the  defence  of  the  Sinaitio  CJodex, 
by  swallowing  indiscriminately  all  the  falsehoods  concerning  its  discovery,  told 
hy  your  famous  Tischendorf.  But  what  scientific  proofs  have  you  to  confirm  its 
(^enaineaess  ?  Certainly  none :  neither  do  I  expect  such  from  you  nor  from 
yo«.r  friend  Tischendorf,  for  neither  you  nor  he  possess  the  true  knowledge  of 
palaeographical  science.  You  have  only  learned  to  s&y  at  random,  this  is 
genuine,  and  this  is  spurious,  but  you  do  not  know  the  reason.  But  although  I 
pos&erss  many  proofs  of  the  spuriousness  of  the  manuscript,  I  shall  keep  silent 
on  these  for  the  present.  First,  because  I  intend  to  write  a  special  work  on  the 
subject,  and  secondly,  because  the  Oodex  will  prove  this  itself  when  published, 
and  the  portion  already  published  partly  shews  this,  and  if  you  understood  the 
iwofold  signification  of  the  note  which  exists  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  column  of 
tbe  eighth  page  of  the  pseudo-Friderico- Augustine  Codex,  you  would  repent  of 
what  Both  you  and  your  patrons  have  stirred  up  against  me  inconsiderately. 

"  Now  I  give  you  the  translation  of  the  letter  of  a  holy  and  virtuous  man, 
that  you  may  be  certain  also  from  it  of  the  spuriousness  of  the  Codex  of  which 
yon  have  unfortunately  become  th$  blind  champion.     (  Vide  Jan.  14,  1863 ;  and 

the  L,  a,  Jan.  16,  1863,  and  Dec.  16,  1862.) 

"  What,  then,  have  you  to  oppose  to  the  evidence  of  living  men  occupying 
the  exalted  rank  of  priesthood,  O  zealous  defender  of  the  pseudo-Sinai  tic  Codex  ? 
Other  testimony  I  shall  adduce  after  a  little,  and  shall  prove  palpably  the  fully 
of  yourself  and  patrons.  Do  you  disbelieve  the  attestations  of  the  Patriarchs, 
Archimandrites,  and  monks  of  the  Eastern  Church  ?  If  you  are  still  incredu- 
loiie,  I  say  to  you,  remain  faithful  in  your  faithlessness.  And  1,  for  my  part,  by 
so  means  care  fVom  henceforth  about  this.  I  have  proclaimed  the  truth,  although 
"well  I  know  that  such  truth  has  both  very  great  and  disagreeable  results.  It 
behoves  me,  however,  to  speak,  because  my  conscience  itself,  and  education, 
which  even  Mr,  Tischendon  admires,  as  shewn  above,  and  the  Church  to  which 
I  belong — viz.,  the  Greek,  occupying  the  first  rank  among  the  Churches  from 
"which  the  grace  of  truth  issued  and  spread  abroad^lo  not  permit  me  to  conceal 
the  truth  m  any  manner  j  for  I  will  answer  as  I  should  to  the  All -seeing  God 
In  the  Day  of  Judgment.  Therefore,  I  said  I  have  spoken,  I  have  no  sin. — 
*' Wholly  yours,  "C.  Simonides. 

"  London,  2  Caroline-street,  Bedford-square,  Jan.,  1863." 

"  Sia, — At  the  risk  of  a^ain  *  amusing '  you,  I  venture  to  suggest  that  you 
have  hardly  appreciated  at  its  true  value  the  bearing  of  the  letters  which  you 
have  published  in  your  last  impression. 

**  Permit  me  very  briefly  to  recall  to  your  recollection  the  facts.  A  letter 
Youchiiig  for  the  truth  of  the  narrative  of  Simonides  reached  you  from  Alexan- 
dria. Correspondents  hostile  to  Simonides  at  once  suggested  that  the  professed 
author  of  that  letter,  Kallinikos,  was  no  other  than  Simonides  himself  in  dis- 
ffui|Be,  and  ingenious  calculations  were  entered  into  to  prove  that  there  had  been 
Sme^for  him,  since  he  had  been  put  upon  his  trial  in  England,  to  send  out 
inntrictions  to  Egypt,  und  to  huve  the  forged  voucher  for  his  veracity  returned 
to  you*  On  the  facs  of  it,  one  wotild  heiv  that  such  a  device,  if  resorted  to,  was 
the  sudden  and  impro vised  expedient  of  an  almost  desperate  man. 

"  But  at  rbifi  point  of  the  contr<iversy  turn  up  no  less  than  four  letters 
fr^ni  tbo  same  Kallmtkos  (bearing  this  same  signature,  at  any  rate,  as  the  recent 
letter  to  the  editor  af  the  LUrranj  Phodiman,  as  I  can  testify  myself),  written 
at  vftfions  dates  from  tbe  year  1B5S  to  1861,  and  giving  evidence  by  their  post- 
ma  rk«i  of  having  been  realty  poured  at  those  dates.  I  submit  that  the  fact  of 
tlte  existence  of  these  Utters",  aU  c&rtainly  uoritten  by  the  same  person^  whoever  he 
may  be^  and  eflpectally  of  the  letter  dated  August  5  (17),  1858,  long  before  the 
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]niblk»^ttoi}  of  Ti^obendorf  8  statement  as  to  his  discoverr  of  the  *  Codex  ^feai-- 
tiolu,'  throws  fresh  light  upon  the  whole  question,  and  should  secure  for  tlf^ 
Hieromonachos  a  more  respectful  hearing  than  some  of  your  correspondents  aie- 
diaposed  to  allow  him. 

♦*  Whether  my  last  letters  to  you  were  *•  Irish '  in  their  character,  I  will 
not  now  discuss.  X  can  only  say  that  nothing  but  the  English  love  of  fair  play 
first  led  me  to  enquire  into  the  character  and  history  of  a  man  whom  for  years  I 
kn&w  of  only  as  '  the  notorious  Simonides,'  hut  whom  subsequent  investigatioti 
sbewed  nfte  to  be  o^piressed  by  the  unfair  treatment  of  antagonists. 

^*  To  the  same  instinctive  love  of  justice  on  your  jwirt  I  aopeal,  j:o  giv^  the 
fsota.  recently  lurouffht  forward,,  whatever  weight  they  really  &eserv^ ;  idid 
j»peating  that  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  exhibit  the  original  lettered  ti9  lOijr  reade> 
of  your  paper,  clerical  or  lay,  who  may  favour  me  with  a  tall  here, 
.  '*  I  am,  yours  tru^jr,  ^   .  **  John  E^Jtor  B^^Kfli. - 

,.    "  West  Derby^  near  t'lverpool."  .'    ' 

._ ,. , — _ — p'  ■     ''"''\     ■'  -    •*'      ■■•■'  i'_T'-'    • 

.  ^  3i]t^ — Mr.  Hodgkin  seems  to  im^ne  that  his  Tetter  dooms  V®  'W^jftSgLi!^ 
iioik!  He  has  upset  ray  facts,  ahefwn  the  yreakness  of  liay  reasoning^,' ind^i|<ywA 
Aiy  antmttf.  I  am  so  much  of  au  Jlnglishman,  however,  as  not  to  Knoif.^fteii  I 
iinL  beaten,  and,  so  far  from  being;  discomfited  bj>^  Mi;.  Hod|;kin*s'ltttheri(i^ 
Boom,  I  am.roady  to  continue  the.  fig[ht,  ai\d  to  hail  him  ifts  ah  tSO^,'  Qehiib 
supplied  me  with  a  fa(^t  iivhich  materially  strengthens  my  c^se.  I  hH&^iioiti^^ 
the  conclusion,  for  sef^sons  which  I  will  now  give,  that  hefore  the  'tth'of  Octol&»6i^, 
1862,  Simonides  was  unacquainted  with  the  Codex  Friderico-Augtii3£kiiti*,'wliidi 
ii  known  to  be  a  part  of  the  same  MS.  as  the  Codex  Sinaiticus.         ^    . 

"1.  On  the  7th  of  October^  1$62,  Simonides  came  into  the  Cambi4tJge  UniT^- 
slty  Library.  Thx^  fm'gmtli.'.  of  the  CoiL  \  I'i[dLjsk'0-AiTf^i3.sl:nTms  waa  pflt  before 
him.  Every  cme  who  is  acqiitunttjd  ivlth  thiit  Mt?.  kcows  that  at  the  end  of  3 
Esilratj,  and  again  at  tlie  end  of  Estbtsr,  is  a  not©  to  the  effect  that  it  had  bcfsn 
COiLpaied  wiili  tlie  extTemcly  aiicieut  ccpy  corrected  by  the  hand  of  the  b^ 
martyr  PAtiiphilus.  JSlmonides  was  asked,  *  Elave  yon  at  Mount  Athos  theveiy 
copy  which  Parnphilus  himself  c^jri-ectiid  ?■'  He  waa  umible  to  answer  at  the 
time,  but  Ciiitie  next  diiy  with  a  lame  story  that  they  had^  not  the  'original  of 
Patnpbiiut^i  but  a  copy. 

"■'2.  He  was  as^kod,  '  How  is  it^  if  your  MS.  was  dopoaited  at  Mount  ftmai  Jn 
1841,  that  within  two  years  and  a  half— tiiat  la,  by  Mav,  1844^h  was  fotmd  in 
the  mtitiUtod  condition  dcEcribed  by  Tischeodorf  7'     This  he  could  not  explain. 

'*  3.  Bimonides,  in  his  letter  to  llie  Ouurdian  uf  the  3rd  of  Pept ember,  1SG2, 
ehuinii  to  have  ecen  his  own  MS.  agn'm  in  1862.  He  simply  says  it  was  *  mnch 
allured,  havinjj  an  ohlfcr  fippcarance  than  it  ought  to  have,'  In  1840  he  bad  bad 
it  newly  bcmnd.  In  1844  it  wag  entirely  disintegrated,  every  vestige  of  binding 
'  had  diKappearod,  and  largo  proportiens  of  the  M!5.  were  lost.  Had  he  seen  the 
MS.  iii  1852,  he  could  not  have  described  its  condition  as  he  has  done. 

'*  For  these  reasons  I  came  to  the  conclusion,  which  wafl  shared  by  otherai 
that  at  the  time  StmouiEleB  was  iu  Cambridge,  and  certainly  at  the  time  he  wn>to 
his  first  lottec  to  the  (hwrdian,,^\&  was  not  aware  that  so  long  ago  as  1&44 
Tiachendorf  had  brought  a  portion  of  the  samtj  M^.  to  Europe  and  pnblliibed  it 
in  1846  as  the  Codex  Eridenco- Augustan  as.  I  ai^hmit  to  you,  Sir,  that  my  in- 
ference was  not  *  nialiciously  ingenious,' but  natural  and  legitiiuate.  It  now 
appears  that  so  long  ago  as  the^^pringof  1861,  Simonidca  had  *  seen  and  studied* 
the  Codes  Friderico-Augustanufi  at  Mr.  Hodgkin's  own  heuse*  Tliis  does  not 
make  the  case  of  isimonides  any  better.  If^  so  long  ago  as  the  spring  of  1861^ 
he  had  seen  and  studied  the  Codoa^  Friderico-AugustanuB,  how  is  it  that  it  was 
■not  till  the  autumn  of  the  following  y&wr  that  he  put  forth  his  daim  to  be  the 
scribe  ?  1  infer  that  be  (nmU  not  have  known  the  Codex  Friderico-AtigaBtimas 
aud  the  Ojdex  Sioaitiemi  to  have  been  one  and  the  eame  MS.  If  be  had  written 
the  Ctidex  Fridorico-AugUBtanuft^  he  must  Iiave  recognized  it.  If  he  did  not  re- 
cognize it^  the  iuferenee  la  tlmt  he  did  not  write  it.  If  be  both  wrote  it  and  re- 
, ;  ^gjiiss^d  it,  it  is  inooncQivable  that  he  ah o old  have  maintained  &  profound  sllcuc^ 
regarding  it  for  a  year  and  a  half.     My  inferences  ai&  th^j  nfttiiril  result  of 
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BifftorndfiB*  own  conduct  in  the  matter.  TiBohendorf  asks,  **  Wh]^  did  not  Simon- 
i^es,  who  was  in  Leipsic  in  1856,  then  and  there  recog[nise  aa  his  own  work  tke 
Qsdex  Friderico-Augustanns,  which  is  in  the  unirersity  library?'  He  anwem 
his  own  question,  ^  Because  he  would  have  been  put  into  the  nearest  madlMose.' 
^^  If  ajiy  one  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  my  letters  to  the  Ouardiam  oar^ 
UHiVj  he  will  see  that  the  fact  of  Simonides  having  been  aware  of  the  existence 
of  the  Codex  Friderico- Angus tanus  before  October,  1862,  is  by  no  means  deslnic* 
t^v6  to  my  argument.  Tne  rest  of  m^  case  is  unaffected  by  it.  We  hear  no- 
thing of  Tischendorrs  visit  to  Mount  8inai  in  Simonides'  letter  written  in  &ept, 
We  do  hear  it  for  the  first  time  on  his  side  in  the  letter  of  KaUiaikoe  written  At 
iW  end  of  October.  I  wanted  to  shew  the  possibility  of  coBSpHoity  between 
gij^Hmides  and  Kallinikos,  and  Simonides  has  proved  this  for  me  beyond  a  denbt. 
Mr.  Hodgkin's  letter  does  not  convince  me  that  the  rest  of  my  theory  is  mtrne, 
or  ih%%  mjy argument  is  special  pleading. 

^*  As  he  speaks  of  my  anunttf ,  I  will  explain  what  this  is.  An  absent  scholar 
is  charged  with  a  base  and  impudent  literary  fhiud.  It  is  even  insinuated  that 
l|p.  is  <|k  thief*  I  have  thought  it  my  dut^,  while  many,  like  Mr.  Hodgkin,  are  so 
maaerly  careful  of  the  reputation  of  his  accused,  to  do  my  best  to  rebut  the 
fo^r^fP^y^  j;  would  c^l  attention  to  the  fact  that,  since  the  nnt  letter  of  Kalli- 
«^i$p8^  i^i^e^eharge  against  Ti^chendorf  has  assumed  a  different  complexion,  it 
^as  fvb  ^rs^'fi.  charge  of  ignorance :  Tischendorf,  himself  deceived,  was  about  to 
r^ubU^  «,s  a  work  ,of  the  fourth  century  one  which  httd  been  written  by  a  tivhig 
,m9S0^^  /.  ^Tpw; .  hoiyever,  it  is  insinuated  that  Tischendorf  knew  the  MS.  to  be  the 
f frrftij^g  of  Sin^)nides,  and  removed  the  traces  of  his  handiwork :  he  is  accused, 
therefore,  of  ihe  grossest  and  most  impudent  fraud.  Believing  him  to  be  inno- 
^«at,  I  §haU  endeavour  to  expose  his  accuser.  This,  Sir.  is  mrammta.  If  Mr. 
<;JQi94f  kin  wishes  to  examine  the  animus  of  Simonides,  he  will  find  it  exphiined  , 
..by  cai't^m  transactions  at  Leip;Ug  and  elsewhere  in  1856. 

/.'-  '^J^Sk^^W^  ™^  ^^^  ^^  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  letters  of  Kallinikos  which 

^^tffl  pi*in^  :ln  your  journal  this  week.    I  confesia  I  am  sCill  sceptical  as  to  the 

v^xisti^nce  of  Kallinikos  in  the  flesh :  he  appears  to  be  a  sort  of  Mrs.  Harris  to 

r^in9n^49S>    The  only  one  of  his  letters  which  possesses  the  least  value  lui  evi- 

^4^n<^>^t^ftt  bearing  date  185$.   About  this  I  should  wish  to  be  (farther  infonped, 

and  sHall  probably  have  some  remarks  to  make  next  week.    The  others  prove, 

irVv^t^^iW^j^^cCfrtain  of  before,  .a  correspondence  between  SinM>nides  and  Kal- 

cr)i9$liQf)f  ;^.di^^tu'«iy  destroy  the  worth  of  the  latter  «s  an  ^dependent  witness, 

.  :i^  I  ^jf^ch  character  he  at  first  came  forWatd.    By  Simonides^  own  admibbton, 

'.tboy  were  written  at  his  request.    The  first  which  Kallinikos  wrote  waa  nbt 

^^qnastantial  enough :  Simonides  asked  him  to  write  another,  and  this  is  cir- 

'  ^^nmuBitas^tiAl  with  a  vengeance.     It  is  the  merest  echo  of  Simonides*  own  state- 

p  roent,  but  is  characterized  by  a  splenetic  and  venomous  malignity  against  Tis- 

c.|()h<»idorf  which  I  have  never  seen  equalled.     I  submit.  Sir,  that  this  is  not  evi> 

dence  against  Tischendorf  or  for  Simonides,  but  clearly  proves  complicitT  between 

^;j!Miloni&s  and  Kallinikos,  admitting  the  existence  of  the  latter.    This  letter  is 

crated  9th  Nov.,  1861,  O.S.,  and  I  would  especially  call  your  attention  to  the 

^  tw?t  tliitt  it:  i?^  in  Hie  ponUrrl^t  find  not  in  the  letter  that  Tischendorf 's  visft  to 

j  Mount  Sumt  in  IBH  Js  iueiUion*^d.     [  iihall  probably  have  occasion  to  refer  to  this 

-  hereafter.     Tbe  silJy  assiertiou  tlmt  Tischendorf  knows  Greek  only  throvrgfa  the 

V,  m^Hutn  of  Ln.tin  traii^iktioii^  may  bp  left  to  refute  itself;  but  it  is  preeisely  what 

'   Simon  idea  said  of  Ti^cliendorf  at  Cfttubridge  in  October  last. 

i,        ^^  I  fi.tid  my  th€sDry  thfit  Kallinlkoi^  is  a  constant  reader  of  the  Guardian  and 

J  lAtfirary  ChurchmHH  la  without  ti^neidation.    Simonides  tells  us  that  Kallinikos 

gi  knows  not  a  word  '^'f  English.     Why,  then,  I  ask,  did  he  send  him  the  strip  of 

gj  Iho  Ottardiaji  contaiamg  hi^  kther  in  EnMish?    And  why  does  Kallinikos,  in 

ei  his  letter  of  5th  (17th)  Xovctnbi^r,  iSG'i,  make  the  awkward  slip,  *  I  have  perused 

n  ihii  tratislatimi,  or  rather  the  Oni^k  original^  of  thy  letter ?>     Again,  why  does 

.f  Kaliinikos,  wlio,  accariling  to  Sim  on  ides'  own  account,  only  Appears  to  know  of 

.£  the  letter  to  thu  Guardian^  \n^h\nt\j  dash  off  letters  in  defence  of  Simonides, 

a^  not  onlv  t<>  the  Guardian,  hut  to  the  Times  and  lAierari/  Ohwehmon^f    The 

lo  ^^^l^jaa  in  i^Syponl^fls*  case  increase  tft  every  step.    Katlhiihos  has  already 
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fNOored  kui  rotraat.    Ho  is  off  td  Jenualcnn,  and  Is  goteg  0&  to  0Mna8e«9.    I 
ir^iUd  reoomiDMMidioEioiiidei  to  jom  bka  beCinre  it  it  too  l«to. 

^  Simonides  complains  tliat  his  ignorance  of  £nglisb  has  prcTeiM^  bim  £roai 
anflwering  my  letters  before.  My  first  letter  to  the  (htardian  was  published  on 
6th  November,  1862.  This  Mr.  Hodgkin  does  not  appear  to  have  seen.  The 
lottor  of  fiimonidca  is  dated  Std  Jaamary,  1863.  SctrelT',  kk  two  months  he  ooald 
have  had«iy  letter  traMlat^d-to  Um,  and  s  traasiation  inada  of  ius  owa  raply. 
My  letter  was  in  his  jKiasession  before  the  end  of  November,  as  a^^iiears  by  Iw 
own  a(^owledgment  in  your  columns,  dated  J7th  (29th)  Norembery  1862.  Ho 
cannot  complain  that  he  has  not  had  time  enough. 

**  I  am  watching  with  great  interest  the  gnidaal  derelopment  of  Bimonides* 
atory.  It  ia  mtefe8tin|;^  to  mariL  the  secretioftB  by  whack  the  aimfiieifty  of  life 
original  narrative  is  being  disfigured. 

"  Trinity  College^  Cambridge^  Jan,  17,  1863.  W,  A.  Wsioht. 

*•  P.S. — I  add  a  translation  of  part  of  Tischendorf*s  letter  to  the  AUgeamw 
Zeitungof  22nd  Dec  ,  1862,  in  reference  to  the  claim  put  forward  by  Simonides: — 

"  'The  splendid  four- volume  edition  of  the  MS.  jnst  published ....  will  con- 
vince every  sceptic  who  is  capable  of  forming  a  conclusion  on  the  question  that 
Simonides  could  have  selected  no  more  unfortunate  o1Mectft>r  his  daring  fuTMi- 
tions.  He  pro^ses  to  have  taken  a  Moscow  editi(m  of  the  Bible  as  the  ground* 
work  of  comparison  with  the  MSS.  of  Mount  Athos-  But,  in  the  New  Testament 
alone,  the  Smaitic  text  differs  in  many  thousand  places  from  all  the  Moscow 
editions,  and  from  all  MSS.  written  in  the  last  thousand  years  ;  while  it  stanis 
in  some  instances  alone,  and  in  others  has  for  its  companions  <>tAy  the  Vatican 
and  Cambridge  MSS.,  and  contains  many  readings  which  must  have  appeared 
gross  heresies  in  a  copy  prepared  for  the  orthodox  Czar.  But  in  the  Old  Testa 
ment,  for  example,  the  text  of  Tobit  and  Judith  is  of  an  entirely  different  recen" 
Bion,  which  is  still  preserved,  particularly  in  old  Latin  and  old  Syriac  documents. 
How  were  these  formed  from  the  Moscow  edition,  or  how  were  they  introduced 
into  it? '» 


Aposiolie  4Md  Ante-Nioene  Bi^ceBea.^-^ln  conseqvenoe  of  the  seanlmiess 
of  contemporary  records  daring  the  first  three  centuries,  it  bec^omes  an 
important  consiiderAtiQn,  wbdle  searcking  out  the  number  and  extent  of 
Dioceaes  in  ibe  Ante^Nicene  period  ef  the  church,  to  ascertain  how  far 
we  may  take  later  noiititg  as  guides  to  infer  the  previous  condition  of 
affairs.  The  reader  will  at  once  perceive  that  if  we  were  to  adopt  them 
immediately^  without  disoriminaUon  as  to  which  of  those  enumerated  were 
laier«  and  which  were  learlier  sees^  we  should  neceasarily  Ml  into  error, 
and  vitiate  our  whole  aTguneiit.  And  yet^  if  judiciously  emfi^fed,  these 
noiitia  wiU  prove  of  greal  use. 

In  considering  this  point,  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  the  tendefncy  of  later 
e|uaeopal  fi6e3  is  to  a  larger  jurisdiction  than  the  earlier.  By  tenden^,  is 
not  meant  thak  bdstory  proves  it  to  be  a  £ict  (for  the  truth  fd  tfaas  is  t4w 
very  point  under  discussion,  and  is  not  t6  be  as9um6d  at  tlie  outset),  but 
that  the  very  circumstances,  under  which  later  sees  are  established,  ai« 
^eqessarily  of  such  a  naUre,  that,  unless  special  care  is  taken  care  to  pre^ 
vent  it,  they  wiU  erdifiaridy  readtt  in  extensive  episcopal  jurisdiction^ 

The  most  popidous  and  intelligenft  communities  would  tiatiiraliy 
attract  the  first  efforts  of  evangelists ;  for  among  them  the  doctrines  or 
the  Go&pel  could  be  proclaimed  to  the  largest  numbers.  Usually,  sU(ih 
populous  diatnets  would^  in  coosequence,  h&  the  first  to  embrace  th6 
Gospel.     Among  tbem  cities  would  be  nnmeroas,  and,  wketbir  or  ^^"4i 
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bishop  weto  ptep^d  ia  each,  ibe  kr^  total  popdation  woold  80ob  requira 
a  proportionate  number  of  bishops  to  exercise  any  effectual  oversight. 
Places  difficult  of  access,  and  but  thinly  peopled,  would,  in  the  order  of 
nature,  be  converted  in  a  much  later  period.  In  these  there  would  ordir 
narily  be  but  few  bishops,  at  first  perhaps  itinerattt,  but  finally  settled, 
respectively  in  the  ordinary  alndin^  places  of  the  different  tribes ;  while, 
between  Uie  sees  thus  established,  would  be  extensive  wildernesses, 
iitterty  uninhabited  by  any  fixed  population.  The  bishop's  authority, 
being  co-extensive  with  the  limits  of  the  tribe  to  which  he  was  attached, 
woukl  naturally  extend  with  its  increase  iu  numbers,  and  gradually  cover 
a  share  of  the  intervening  territory,  and,  when  jurisdiction  is  thus  once 
established,  it  is  difficult,  except  under  peculiar  circumstances,  to 
divide  it. 

These  remarks  apply,  particulady,  to  the  spreading  of  the  Gospel  in 
central  and  northern  Europe.  For  the  leoords  of  the  earliest  labours  of 
bishops  in  those  countries,  in  very  many  instances,  give  tts,  not  cities  as 
tke  titles  of  their  jurisdictions,  but  the  names  of  tribes.  When  Christian 
teachers  went  forth  into  the  wilds  of  that  extensive  region,  there  were  but 
few  cities  or  even  villages.  Por  many  years  the  missionary  bishop,  with 
his  staff  of  <^rgy,  were  all  sufficient  for  the  scattered  and  roving  population. 
No  fixed  character  could  possibly  be  given,  either  to  the  episcopal  or 
parochial  limits.  Even  the  villages  were  not  permanent,  except  in  those 
infrequent  instances  in  which  the  residence  of  a  few  Koraan  merchants, 
for  the  purposes  of  trade,  gave  a  more  settled  character  to  the  place. 
Under  such  circumstances  it  was  natural  for  these  latter  towns  to  be  con- 
stituted Episcopal  Sees,  since,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  avenues  of 
trade,  which  all  centred  at  those  points,  they  might  have  more  ready 
aecesa  into  the  inlerior,  while  eA  the  same  time  they  were  able  to  sustain 
a  more  intimate  communion  with  the  rest  of  the  churdi.  From  these 
causes,  an  extcftsite  jurisdidioii  arose,  more,  perhaps,  in  the  beginning, 
over  the  dlergy  engagied  in  missionary  labours,  than  over  the  people. 

While  the  church  was  thus  in  its  infancy  in  a  large  part  d  Europe,  an 
institution  arose,  in  connexion  with  the  civU  relations  of  the  people,  which 
tended  to  confirm  the  bishops  in  liie  possession  of  large  sees^  and  increased 
the  difficulty  of  division  so  much,  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible,  except 
at  the  mAQbdate  of  a  diespotid  and  irresistibk  mler.  The  influence  of  the 
feudal  system  was  felt  in  a  twofold  direction.  Its  military  character,  and 
l^alizing  of  the  law  of  nsight,  prevented  E^y  rapid  growth  in  the  number 
of  citiea.  The  great  buildera  of  cities  throughout  the  w^rld  have  been 
t)«de  and  eommeree,  and  these  cannot  flourish  where  vi<denee  is  tolerated. 
In  every  cookmunity,  personal  secuafity  was  the  first  consideration. 
Henoe  too  great  ease  of  access  was  »  dWadvantage,  and  *the  very  places 
most  conveuient  for  commerce  were  least  capable  of  defence.  The 
natural  increase  in  the  trading  oommnnity  consequently  crowded  into 
UM>8e  «atiea  already  estAbliahed,  in  prefemnce  to  being  at  the  expense  and 
delay  of  eneoting  enormoua  fortifications  in  new  lo^lities,  and  without 
spph  defesiees  experience  taii^t  them  their  pvoperty  was  wholly  insecure* 
tke  feiwlal  system  operated  in  another  way  t9  maintain  the  undivided 
UtAui  of  dtooeies,  himtvGc  large  they  nay  have  been.    The  bisbops, 
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alttMfciat  a  matter  bf  hei^dBsity,  b^obmert^^faTldfdS;'  icf^W^  iikt^ 
ikeoostrol  of  a  military  ISody,  tfcey  might  eftsiire  tire  ^ot^ction  oft 
bwn  rigkts  awl  the"  propeity  of  tlie  cfatrrclf.     ifaiiY)g'tissTra)ed  ^db'S* 
poflitioa^  any  dimion  of  tbeir  s|>ii7tiial  jim^i<ftf6n/ bettrg  apmrchrtiy  i^ 
nected  with  the  divkion  of  €ivil  allegiance,  and  diiiiiiffsinng  tnr^ir  secttfity/ 
was  attended  with  altiiosft  insuperable  difll^iiltied.  •'  /.  i 

The  general  oonclutfion,  from  this  rapid  survey  of  the  wesfefn  wotWjT 
ia^  that  after  the  sixth  century  the  tendency  was  rather  to  donsolidaS^' 
diooeaea  than  to  dWkte  theoSi  While,  in  the  East,  the  intenml  con^^ 
against  heresy  and  sohiltt^  and  the  external  pressure  of  the  Saracietts,^ 
which,  before  the  middle  of  the  seventh  century,  began  to  be  severely  fblt,' 
prevent  us  from  astioipating  any  efaange  in  that  quarter,  except  the  de^ 
atruction  and  weakening  of  sees  already  established.  These  sees,  being^ 
severally  weakened,  became  affiliated,  and  thus  new  and  larger  ones  were 
the  product.  Thus,  in  the  Romish  Churofa,  we  find  Bomish  titles  without^ 
jurisdiction;  while,  in  the  reformed  Cfcurch  of  Ireland,  we  see  ten 
episcopal  sees  blotted  from  existence  at  a  single  blow,  someof  thfem 
dating  ^m  a  period  before  the  Conquest.  In  the  interval  between  thb 
fourth  and  seventh  eenturies,  intimately  connected  as  the  church  was  with' 
the  civil  power,  arrayed  in  outward  pomp  and  entt'usted  with  miuchMbf 
civil  authority,  it  is  a  fsir  presumption,  that  no  power  once  enjoyed  waiP 
voluntarily  relinquished,  and  that,  in  consequence,  except  under  pecuR^ 
csreuaostances,  the  extent  of  episcopid  jurisdidibn,  once  establi^edh,^ 
imrainod  unabangekl^ 

What  are  th<3«e  peculiar  circumstances  which  operated  to  increascf  thief 
nuisber  of  sees,  or  madeohanges  in  their  limits  and  respective  rank  f] 

Villages  wew  income  lustiince^  prowcfted  to  be  cities  or  sees,  for  ^e^ 
foUmriDg'  Taasofis^— *-Ist.  From  an  increase  in  poptilation  and' importance. 
Baft  this  neasoQ  is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  leave  its  mat'k  upon  civil  histonr, 
so  that,  where  any  such  newdiooeses  haVe  feeen*  formed,  they  are  reg^y  • 
deteeted.  Snd.  In  districts  almost  desert,  whci*e,  'for  hundreds  of  niHes, 
only  a  few  scattered  hamlets  exists,  some  have  of  necessity  been  inade 
episcopal  sees,  as  for  instance  on  the  outskirts  of  Libya.  In  seeking  the 
ordinary  limits  of  ancient  Dioeeses,  all  difficulty  on  this  score  may  be 
avoided,  by  taking  into  oonsideration  those  regions  only  containing  at 
least  the  average  density  of  population.  8rd.  In  some  instances,  iu  later 
timeB,  tbr  number  of  bishops  has  been  increased,  to  carry  some  paity' 
measure  in  a  provincial  council ;  or,  4th,  to  itlcitase  the  rmportance  of 
some  metropolitan  or  patriarch,  by  his  having  a  greater  number  of^ 
suffragans.  Thesd  last  two  are  of  sueh  a  nature  as  to  "require  a  largfe' 
addition  made  at  once,  and,  from  tire  jealousy  and  contention  giving  Tisc 
to  and"  accompanying  the  measure,  could  not  foil  to  b^  hatided  down  tb' 
US  h^  those  ^ho  opposed  it.  •  The  few  instances  of  whifeh  we  hare  record, 
may  safety  be  assumed  to  be  all  that  have  ever  existed.  '  ' 

Another  change,  though  not  increasing  the  number  of  bishops,  it  ttij^. 
be  well  to  note  m  this  oonnexion.     Oertal^  cities  were,  from  time  to  tim^^ 
promoted  to  higher  episoopal  rank ;  the  occupants  of  those  sees  1)eing 
elevated  findm  simple  bishops  to  metropolitans,  exarchs,  or  patriarchs. 
This'^pas  dona  in  aocordanee  with  a  change  in  the  civil  rank  of  the  cides, 
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a^ia  tbe  xuitable  ins^nee  of  CoBstaniiBopH  which,  hftving  betome  the 
residence  of  the  Roman  Emperor,  was  exalted  to  an  e^al  ecoletiastieal 
tank  with  the  old  capital.  Sometimes  higher  rank  was  conferred,  out  of 
respect  to  the  prominent  position  of  a  city  in  ecclesiastical  history,  as  in 
the  case,  of  Jerusalem,  which  was  made  a  pa^riarohate. 

From  this  brief  discussion  of  the  extension  of  the  ohuEch,  and  c^  the 
sfttleoieiit  and  changes  of  episcopal  sees  throughout  the  world,  we  may 
dxaw  the  general  conclusion,  that  we  may  aalely  make  use  of  later  woiMia^ 
Provided  it  be  done  with  due  disoriminatien  as  to  the  various  exoeptbna 
aod  difficulties  above  enumerated.  Of  course,  after  our  best  endeavonrs* 
sQiQe  portion  of  doubt  will  still  exiM^  as  to  the  ooBtfpara^Te  date  of  certain 
euees ;  ^nd  the  earlier  the  notUia^  upon,  which  we  lelv,  the  gteater  ihe  pnn 
bability  of  accuracy.  The  limits  within  which  there  is^ptobability  of 
enoif,  will,  however,  so  affect  the  nttuiber  of  sees  ia  any  givisa  're§tion'  aa 
i^t  pAateqally  to  modify  their  av^cage  extent,  ev4«i  aft^  t^  greatest  pos*- 
^le  allowance  for  error  has  been  made. 

.  tV^h.  this  preliminary  discussion,  we  will,  proceed  to  iaquiie  into  the 
r^rda  of  history,  to  ascertain,  as  nearly  as  may  be^  the  actual  extent  of 
4^9cese3  during  the  earlier  and  purer  daya  of  the  churoh>  and,  we  may 
a^,  wben  her  seal  and  singjie  eye  to  her  Saviour's  glory  and  the  salwation 
of  men  approached  most  nearly  to  that  of  the  apostles.  We  tnnst  of 
neoeasity  select  particular  provinces  for  comparison.  Those  will  be  taken 
of  wjl)i(^  we  have  the  fullest  account.  In  each  district  the  sees  which  are 
positively  known  to  have  existed  at  the  assumed  date,  and  thdse  cities 
which,, l^omsuffiici^  evidence^  are  supposed  to  have  possessed  a  bishop, 
win  be  .^eparately  enumerated*  aa:id  all  eonclusions  based  upon^  the  fcH*ner. 
Tb^  latter  are  adduced  simply  to  add  force  to  the  argumeBtb  We  know 
sufficient  positively  to  assert  thi^  ancient  dioceses  were  very  snails  cam* 
pared  witn  ti^osc  of  modem  origin*  We  have  reftsonable  grounds  to  "be 
persuaded  that  they  were  mudi  smaller  than  we  can  actually  prove  ihtm* 
What  is  the  actual  extent  of  ancient  dioceses,  aa  shewn  by  welt 
authenticated  and  trustworthy  records? 

Inuring  the  first  century,  contempomry  records  are  extremefy  scanty, 
but  even  for  that  R^iod  we  are  not  left  withottt  a  clearly  defined  and 
r^onable  conclusion.  Our  authorities  are  necessarily  only  the  sacred 
writings  of  the  New  Testament,  and  the  apostolic  fathers.  We  mi^, 
however,  draw  well-founded  inferences  from  subsequent  authors,  and 
enlarge  the  list  of  sees,  making  them  approach  the  number  that  probahty 
existeq.:  The  province  of  which  we  have  the  fullest  record  is  that  ca^ed 
Aua,  oXf  Jmore  precisely  speaking,  Asia  proconsularies»  Its  extent^  accord- 
ing to  the  limits  assigned  by  Archbishop  Ussher,  was  about  two  hundred 
a^  fif^y  miles, on  the  iBgean  Sea,  and  not  above  one  hundeed  and  fifty 
miles  in  average  width,  containing  an  area  of  about  thirty  thousand 
square  miles.  According  to  the  account  given  by  St.  Luke  of  the  jooniey-* 
ing  of  ^t.^  Faul,  qontained  in  the  twentieth  cbapten  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostle^  ^he  province  qf  A»a  would,  seem,  at  thai  time>  tiO:have  been 
re^U^e^  within, much  narrower  limits.  St.  Paul  took-ehip  4tt(Astoe^  and 
th^ffij^t^pj^c^^t  which  he  Mpppe4,iH>Qnt^  land,  was  Miletus^  at 
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would  not  spend  lik  time  in  Asia.  The  whole  Goaftt  of  that  province,  we 
must  hence  infef,  was  inchided  betweeii  those  two  cities,  which  are  less 
than  fifty  miles  apart.  So  thai,  aecordiog'  to  St.  Paul,  Asia  could  not 
have  contained  more  than  twenty  thousand  square  miles. 

To  ascertain  the  number  of  churches  in  this  province  over  w^ch 
bishops  presided,  we  have,  ia  the  first  place,  the  evidence  ol  St.  John,  in 
his  seven  epistles,  wi^ten  to  the  churches  in  Asia.     They  are  eacb  o€ 
them  addressed  to  the  angel  of  the  respective  churches.     Among  those 
holding  to  the  langnnge  of  the  preface  to  the  Ordinal,  that  *^from   the 
apostl^'  dme,  there  have  been  these  three  orders  of  ministinrs  m  Christ^ 
church,  bishops^  pnests,  and  deacons,''  theie  can  be  no  doubt,  that  f^ 
"  aogel "  is  signified  bkhop.     Indeed,  but  two  ether  interpretations  have 
been  suggested*     One  makes  the  word  "  angel  *"   mean  the  presiding- 
elder«  or  moderator,  which,  it  is  tO'  be  observed,  is  substantially  the  same, 
as  far  as  our  puresent  purpose  is  concerned  $  for  "  angel "  still  dgnifes  the 
chief  officer,  the  interpretation  differing  only  as  to  the  proper  title  to  be 
given  to  the  chief  officer  at  that  early  date, — a  controversy  already  de- 
termined for  churchmen  in  the  preface  to  the  Ordinal.     The  other  inter- 
pretation of  Uie  word  ^^  angel "  is,  th«t  it  edifies  the  guardian  angel  of 
each  church,  a  pure  and  simple  spirit.     The  absurdity  of  this  opinion, 
when  taken  in  connexion  with  the  tenor  of  the  letters  themselves,  is  too 
plain  to  need  a  refutation.   It  is  taken  for  granted,  that  the  reader  will  have 
no  difficulty  in  coocluding,  that ''  angd  "  signifies  bishop.    In  these  Bpis- 
ties  of  SU  John,  we  have  seven  episcopal  sees  recorded,  all  within  the 
district  of  Asia  Proconsularis,  even  as  limited  by  the  narrower  boundaries 
of  St<  Paul,  viz.,  Ephesus,  Snoyma,  P^gamus,  Thyatira,  Bardis,  Philadel- 
phia, and  Laodioea*    The  order  of  these  it  is  well  to  note.    In  Constantine's 
time^  they  were  embraced  within  three  distinct  provinces,  Asia,  Lydia,  and 
Pbrygia  Pacatiana  Prima,  the  first  three  sees  in  the  first  province,  the 
second  three  in  the  second,  and  Laodicea,  the  metropolis  of  the  third. 
The  distinct  grouping  together  of  the  sees  afterwards  embraced  in  the 
same  province,  and  the  special  mention  of  the  metropolis  of  each,  would 
seem  to  imply,  that  those  principles,  which  afterwards  resulted  in  the 
provincial  system  of  chnrek  governmeni,  were  already  at  work.     Even 
during  the  time  of  St.  Paul's  joumeyings,  we  have  a  strong  indication  of 
the  same.     When  he  wished  to  bid  farewell  to  t^e  cliUrch  in  Asia,  aiid 
give  them  his  parting  words  of  admonitaon  and  love,  he  sends  for  the 
elders^  of  the  church  at  Ephesus,  as  though  the  whole  province  were 
properly  represented  by  its  chief  city. 

The  secoind  witness  as  to  the  dioceses  in  Asia  Proconsularis,  is  St . 
Ignatius,  who  suffered  martyrdom  so  soon  after  a.d.  IDO,  that  his  testi- 
mony may,,  without  error^  be  taken  as  evidencing  the  condition  of  the 
church  at  the  close  of  the  first  centuiy.  He  gives  direct  and  positive  tes- 
timony, that  five  cities,  in  the  region  under  consider^ion,  had  each  their 
bishop,  in  the  cases  of  three  menticming  the  names  of  the  indtvidunls  who 
exercised  the  office.  St.  Ignatius,  while  on  his  way  to  martyrdom, 
addresses  epistles  to  various  churches,  and  one  to  an  individual  bishop, 
St.  Polycarp,  who  was  subsequently  added  to  the  same  noUe  army  of 
martyrs.     Five  of  those  epistles  were  written  to  churches  in  Asia  Prooon- 
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Solaris,  Yiz.,  to  EpbciBiM,  Magnesia,  Tralles,  Philadelphia,  and  Smyrna. 
Three  of  these  are  included  amoB^  the  number  addressed  by  St.  John, 
but  we  have  two  additional  ones.  Magnesia  and  Tralks,  making  nine 
dioceses  in  all,  known  to  have  existed  at  the  time  of  the  mai-tyrdom  of 
St.  Ignatius.  No  inference  can  be  drawn  from  the  order  of  the  epistles 
in  this  latter  case;  to  they  are  separate  documents,  and  not  all  em- 
braced in  one  continuous  writing  like  those  in  St.  John.  We  cannot  say 
certainly,  whether  the  order  in  which  we  now  find  them,  is  not  due  solely 
to  hinv  who  first  collected  them.  But,  most  probably,  it  is  that  of  their 
respective  dates.  The  first  three  were  written  from  Smyrna,  while  on  the 
way  to  Home,  to  which  city  also  St.  Ignatius  writes  an  epistle  from  the 
same  place.  Omitting  Smyrna,  to  which  of  course  he  could  not  th^i 
write,  the  order  is  that  of  their  provincial  importance.  Afterwards,  when 
he  reaches  Troas,  he  writes  to  Philadelphia,  in  the  province  of  which 
Sardis  was  the  metropolis,  and,  lastly,  to  Smyrna,  and  specially  to  its 
bishop,  Polycarp.  There  were  special  reasons  for  St.  Ignatius'  addressing 
these  diui-ches ;  either  he  had  passed  through  those  cities  on  his  way  to 
Home  and  received  personal  tokens  of  their  lore,  or  they  had  been  specially 
interested  in  comforting  and  praying  for  the  persecuted  Chuwjh  in  Syria, 
over  whose  chief  city,  Antioch,  St  Ignatius  had  been  bishop.  His  silence, 
in  reference  to  the  other  churches  mentioned  by  St.  John,  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  urged  against  their  existence  as  episcopal  sees  in  his  day,  especially 
as  St.  John  addresses^  them  in  precis^y  the  same  manner  in  which  he 
writes  to  the  three  which  St  Ignatius  asserts  to  have  had  their  own 
bishops. 

We  have  thus  found  direct  evidence  of  the  existence  of  nine  dioceses, 
all  plainly  within  the  narrow  limits  derived  from  St.  Luke's  account  of 
the  joumeyings  of  St.  Paul.  Archbishop  Ussher,  indeed,  assigns  no 
greater  linujU  to  the  province  of  Asia,  as  that  oame  was  understood  in  the 
time  of  Constantine*.  Dividing  twenty  thousand  square  miles  among  nine 
sees,  we  have  an  average  length  and  bveadth  of  forty  seven  miles.  In 
other  words,  in  a  space  less  than  the  single  diocese  of  New  York,  there 
were  at  least  nine  bishops,  each  ^lercising  his  own  separate  jurisdiction, 
and  thk  at  about  ,a..]>.  100,  and  under  strictly  Apostolie  rule. 

The  number  is  set  down  as  at  least  nine,  for  although  this  is  A\  iktAi 
ean  be  positively  asserted,  there  is  strong  rensoti  to  believe  the  number 
greater.  In  the  instance  of  Colossse,  to  which  church  St.  Paul  addressed 
an  epistle,  the  probability  almost  rises  to  c^ainty.  Epaphras  is  spoken 
of  in  such  warm  terms  for  his  zeal  in  caring  for  their  spiritual  interesUs, 
that  the  snggestion  at  once  presents  itself,  that  he  was  their  bishop.  The 
actual  title  is  not  bestowed,  but  many  of  tbe  didracteristies  of  a  ti-ne  and 
faithful  bishop  are  giyen.  Not  only  Golossm»  but  Hierapolis  and  Laodicea, 
are  mentiouj^  in  the  same  epistle,  as  containing  well  established  churches, 
and  knowing  the  custom  that  prevailed  in  other  churches  at  the  end  of  the 
first  century,  we  may  reasonably  suppose,  that,  by  tiiat  time,  if  not  in 
the  apostles  days,  tl>ese  two  additional  cities,  Colossee  and  Hierapolis, 
also  had  their  bishops.  As  still  farther  corroborative  evidence  in  the  «a»e 
of  Hierapolis,  we  have  the  testimony  of  Eusebius,  in  his  JEcclesiastical 
Entory^  that  while  Polycarp  fiouri^hed  at  Smyrna,  Papdas  veas  bish(^  of 
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Hienipolit*  His  woTds  are : — *'  About  this  Umo  flourbbed  Poty^^rp  in 
Asia,  aD  intimate  diaciple  of  the  apostles,  who  remved  the  episoc^te  pf 
tba  church  at  Smyrna,  at  the  bands  of  the  eje  witoesses  and  servants  of 
the  Lord.  At  this  time  also  Papias  was  well  known  as  bishop  of  tbe 
church  at  Hierapolis,  a  man  well  skilled  in  all  manner  of  learning,  and  wdl 
acquainted  with  the  Scriptures."* — Eusebius,  then,  in  the  same  chapter, 
goes  on  to  speak  of  St.  Ignatius.  It  is  true,  that  two  hundred  years  bad 
elapsed  before  this  testimony  was  written.  But  in  the  case  of  a  man,  so 
well  known,  and  so  bigbly  esteemed  as  to  be  classed  along  with  St. 
Ignatius  and  St.  Polycarp,  we  cannot  suppose  that  so  short  a  period  coukl 
have  introduced  any  material  error  as  to  the  time  at  which  be  lived.— 
American  Quarterly  Church  Beview,  July,  1862. 

Ro^al  Socieiy  qf  Liter alare. — January  7. — The  naeeting  was  numerouaiy 
attended,  much  ciuiosity  having  been  excited  by  the  announcement  that  the 
questionable  manuscripts  introduced  to  the  world  bv  Mr.  Simonides  wootd 
be  exhibited  for  inspection.  Several  large  dazed  mimes  containing  fiiag- 
ments  of  papyrus  of  various  sizes  were  placea  on  the  table.  A  large  rolum^ 
tbe  celebrated  Uranius  manuscript,  was  also  produced. 

Mr.  Yaux  stated  that,  inasmuch  as  it  was  impossible  for  a  critical 
examination  of  these  manuscripts  to  be  made  except  by  daylight,  and  witii 
the  aid  of  tbe  microscope,  it  had  been  proposed  that  they  should  be 
allowed  to  remain  at  the  rooms  of  the  Society  during  Friday  and  SatodaT, 
and  that  they  should  be  open  to  inspection  from  eleven  till  three  ob  those 
days  to  all  interested  in  the  subject.  One  or  more  members  of  the  Society 
would  be  in  attendance  during  those  hours,  so  that  the  examination  mi^t 
take  place  under  the  sanction  and  countenance  of  the  Society.  The  {wpyri 
were  all  the  property  of  Mr.  Mayer,  of  Liverpool ;  the  Uranius  manuscript 
was  the  property  of  Mr.  Simonides,  who  had  consented  to  its  b^ing  in- 
^cted  in  the  way  proposed. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wright  next  gave  some  account  of  the  history  of  the 
papyri.  Mr.  Mayer,  of  Liverpool,  commenced  many  years  ago  to  form  a 
collection  of  Egyptian  and  other  antiquities.  Among  the  curiosities  he 
obtained  were  certain  papyrus  rolls,  some  of  which  came  from  the  collee- 
tion  of  the  late  Mr.  Sams,  and  some  were  more  recently  obtained  from  fte 
Eev.  H.  Stobart.  These  rolls,  unfortunately,  were  neither  described  nor 
labelled  at  the  time  of  their  being  acquired ;  they  were  mixed  together ; 
it  became  impossible  to  identify  them,  and  Mr.  Mayer  was  himsdf 
Ignorant  of  their  nature  and  contents.  Some  years  ago  Mr.  Simouides 
was  allowed  by  Mr.  Mayer  to  take  the  rolls  out  of  the  museum  ^  to 
carry  them  to  his  own  residence  /or  examination.  Mr.  Simdtdde^  pio- 
duced  shortly  afterwards  a  number  of  fragments,  which  he  stated  to  be 
Mr.  Mayer's  papyri  unrolled.  These  fragments  were  those  in  the  fhqpoes 
on  the  table ;  they  contained  many  Greek  texts  of  great  value  and  fi^- 
portance,  if  genuine.  Mr.  Simonides  published  a  volume  containing  ike- 
similes  of  many  of  these  fragments,  and  their  genuineness  bad  been 
disputed. 

<"  Ens.,  EccL  BU.r  lib!  iii.,  chap,  xxxvi. 
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■  *thic  Rev.  Oilnou  CUreton  Wished  to  ask  Mr.  SimonMes  firow  whMitfe 
the  t/itiiiiiM  matioscrfpt  bad  been  obtained  by  him. 
.  '  ,Mr.  Simonides,  through  the  medium  of  a  Ghreek  friend,  who  acted  as 
lis  interpreter  (although  Mr.  Simonides  himself  speaks  English  flvenily), 
Kud  that  he  had  obtained  the  manuscript  from  a  person  at  A.lexandria ; 
arid  stated  that  it  had  previously  been  brought  from  a  monastery  fe 
Syria,  from  thence  taken  to  Alexandria,  ft*om  thence  carried  to  the  Sitiii 
monastery,  and  then  again  back  to  Alexandria. 

February  11.— Sir  Henry  C.  Kawlinson,  K.C.B.,  Vice-President,  ift 
fhe  chair. 

The  Secretary,  Mr.  Vaux,  read  a  report  upon  the  Mayer  papyri  anJ 
the  Uranius  palimpsest,  which  had  been  presented  to  the  Coaneil,  and 
approYed  by  them.  The  report  stated  that  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
January  9th  and  10th,  the  collection  of  papyri  from  Mr.  Mayer's  museum 
was  placed  upon  the  table  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Literature  for  the  exa* 
mination  of  such  gentlemen  as  might  think  it  worth  while  to  see  them. 
Among  those  who  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  were  Sir  F. 
Madden,  Sir  C.  Nicholson,  Mr.  Birch,  Mr.  Bonomi,  Mr.  Eliot  Hodgkin, 
the  Eev.  Pr.  Gureton,  Dr.  Hunt,  Mr*  James  Yates,  Sir  H.  C.  Hawlinson, 
Mr.  Bond,  Mr.  Hamiltou,  Mr.  Poole,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hugo,  Mr.  Goodwin, 
and  Dr.  Guest.  Mr.  Simonides,  accompanied  by  one  of  his  Greek 
£riieDds,.was  present  during  the  whole  time;  and  Mr.  Hugo,  Dr.  Guest, 
Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Bonomi,  and  Mr.  Vaux  attended  during  portions  tX 
each  day  to  represent  the  Society  as  members  of  its  Cduncil.  No  form^ 
decisioA  was  pome  to  on  either  of  these  days  with  regard  to  the  documents 
in  (juesti^,  1^9  the^  obflject  of  the  exhibition  was  rather  that  these  papyri 
should^  seen  by  many  palgeographers  who  had  previoiisly  tio  acqiiaiiit- 
ance  with  them  beyond  such  as  might  be  gained  from  the  fac-sintiles 
publislied  by  Mr.  Mayer,  rather  than  that  any  deKberate  opinion  should  be 
expressed  about  them.  Unquestionably,  however,  the  judgment  of  neariy 
all  who  saw  them  was  decidedly  adverse  to  the  genuineness  of  any  Of  the 
manuscripts  so  exhibited.  It  was  remarked,  inter  aliay  that  there  was  a 
manifest  similarity  between  the  handwriting  of  the  different  liianuscripts, 
80  great)  indeed,  as  hardly,  it  was  thought,  to  be  the  result  of  accident ; 
that  letters  of  very  different  dates  were  frequently  found  in  the  same 
maiiuscripts,  and  to  such  an  extent,  that  had  they  been  met  with  in  any 
.mediaevpl  document,  such  a  manuscript  would  have  been  indubitably 
^nj^Qted.  as  spurious;  and  more  than  this^  that  in  some  cases  letters 
i^nifig  by  centuries  in  their  date  occurred  in  juxtaposition  in  the  same 
Hford,  and  wo^  »^rf. 
}     Xt  waa  noticed  that  occasionally  forms  of  Greek  letters  appenred,  the 

fs^noe  of  wiich  the  most  practised  palaeographers  did  not  recognize  at 
;j  that  in.  some  instances  the  presumed  ancient  letters  on  the  papyri 
^rei  1^  strangely  suspicious  resemblance  to  the  characters  of  the  modern 
Qj^fHk  inscriptions  placed  over  th6  head  of  each  manuscript  to  describe  its 
contents ;  and  that  this  was  the  case  to  such  a  degree  that,  liad  the  ink 
and  the  material  on  which  the  writing  was  placed  being  in  each  case  the 
same,  unprejudiced  observers  could  soarcely  have  failed  to  declare  the 
maunscript  and  its  superscription  to  be  in  one  and  the  same  hand.    It  was 
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observed  that  the  colour  of  the  papyri  jvas,  with  two  or  three  exceptions, 
wholly  different  from  that  invariably  found  in  raanuscripts  of  the  same  jotr 
8umea  age  and  character,  suggesting  the  strong  probability  that  the  papyrus 
had  been  purposely  stained  and  discoloured  before  the  present  writing  was 
put  upon  it;  ^nd  lastly,  that  occasionally  portions  of  the  papyri  of 
different  textures  had  been  joined  together  so  as  to  make  up  one  pieces, 
even  if  it  was  not  also  torn,  as  was  asserted  by  more  than  one  observerr-p- 
that  papyri  differing  in  date  by  more  than  one  thousand  years  had  been 
stuck  side  by  side,  evidently  owing  to  the  ignorance  of  the  person  who 
subsequently  joined  them  together.  Attention  was  further  called  to  th? 
fact  that  the  papyri  exhibited  were  all  fastened  down  (with  one  exception) 
in  such  a  manner  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  what  had  been  on  the  other 
side,  so  that  no  opinion  could  be  formed  as  to  the  state  of  the  papyrus 
when  first  unrolled ;  and  that  though  Mr,  Mayer  (through  Mr.  Thomas 
Wright)  had  expressed  his  willingness  that  the  glass  over  them  should  he 
removed  (as  was  don^  in  one  instance),  the  removal  of  the  glass,  did  not 
enable  any  one  tp  see  of  what  nature  was  the  back,  of  the  papyrus,  and 
whether  there  had  been  any  hieratic  or  other  writing  on  it,  wbicji  it  would 
be  natural  to  expect  if  the  papyrus  were  in  its  original  state.  .  It  was  fur* 
ther  generally  felt  that  thougn  fairly  visible,  so  far  as  it  was  possibly 
superficially  there  was,  after  all,  no  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  papyn 
under  view  were  really  the  same  as  Mr.  Mayer  had  originally  purchased 
from  Mr.  Stobart,  Mr.  Sams,  and  other  collectors ;  and  that  though  many 
reasonable  questions  were  put  to  Mr.  Simonides  on  this  subject,  the 
answers  were  in  every  case  evasive.  All  that  could  be.  learnt  on  this 
inatter  was  in  fact  no  more  than  has  been  already  published  two  yeai:s 
since  by  Mr.  Simonides,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  unrolled  from  time  to 
time  certain  papyri  in  Mr.  Mayer's  museum,  and  that  he  was  subsequently 
permitted  to  take  some  portions  pf  them  to  his  own  house,  lor  the  purpose 
of  deciphering  them  at  his  leisure.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  publicly 
stated  by  more  that  one  gentleman  who  had  repeatedly  seen  and  nandled 
the  collections  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stobart  and  of  Mr,  Sams, before  they  cam^ 
into  the  possession  of  Mr.  Mayer,  that  they  had  no  remembrance  of  any 
of  these  manuscripts  bearing  any  resemblance  to  those  now  purporting  to 
belong  to  Mr.  Mayer. 

Attention  was  also  called  to  the  breadth  of  these  pieces  of  papyrus,  ax 
rather  to  the  unusual  length  of  the  lines  of  writing  in  the  majority  of 
piem ;  and  it  was  stated  that  this  fact  alone  would  lead  to  much  suj^picipoi 
as  to  their  genuineness  on  the  part  of  those  most  versed  in  paJiaeographio 
studies.  The  report  then  referred  to  the  papyrus  examined  by,  Mr. 
Goodwin,  containing  some  lines  of  hieratic  writing  in  the  midst  pf  a  Gbreek 
text  (see  Parthenon,  Jan.  17,  p.  74),  and  in  reference  to  the .  stat^m^nt^ 
contained  in  Mr.  Goodwin's  letter,  it  is  observed  there  can  be  no  doubt, 
whatever  judgment  may  be  passed  upon  the  other  papyri  in  this  collectipn^ 
that  the  one  examined  by  Mr.  Goodwin  is  a  rank  forgery,  proJiaWjr  pf 
yery  recent  date.  Besides  the  Mayer  manuscripts,  Mr,. Simonides.  am 
exhibited  two  rolls  of  hieratic  writing,  about  the  genuineness  of  .wluf)i 
there  was  no  question  whatever;  and  the  famous  "TJranius,"  ^ut 
which  there  has  been  so  much  discussion  among  ^he  schplai^  of,  ^^rjaiw^y^ 
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No  delftitte  conclusioti,  however,  was  drawn  on  either  day  with  respect  to 
itiit  mannscript,  because  the  ultimate  determination  of  the  fact,  whether  the 
uncial  letters  do  or  do  not  nnderlie  the  later  twelfth-century  writing,  can 
only  be  determined  by  microscopical  examination,  for  which  there  was  no 
opportunity  afforded  on  this  occasion.  It  ought,  however,  to  be  stated 
ihat  by  such  microscopic  examination,  the  well-known  microscopists 
Professors  Ehrenberg,  Dove,  and  Magnus  did  so  condemn  it  in  Jauuaiy, 
1^56 ;  that  recently  the  same  conclusion  was  arrived  at  during  the  meet- 
ing of  the  British  Association  at  Cambridge  in  October,  1862.  Moreover, 
that  a  particular  phrase — Kar  ifikv  Ihiav — occurring  in  it,  which  at  the 
time  was  objected  to  by  scholars  as  unlike  ancient  Greek,  had  been,  since 
its  first  examination  by  the  German  scholar,  erased,  and  another  and 
more  purely  Greek  phrase — a?s  i/ioi  hoKcl — substituted  in  its  place.  It  may 
be  also  added,  that  in  the  opinion  of  roost  of  those  best  qualified  to  give  an 
opinion  on  the  subject,  the  parchment  of  the  manuscript  under  which  the 
presumed  uncial  letters  of  the  Uranius  are  written  was  itself  of  the 
period  when  the  upper  manuscript  was  written,  namely  of  the  twelfth 
tentury,  apd  therefore  that  the  date  assigned  by  Simonides  to  his  uncial 
Wtiting  could  not  be  correct,  even  if  it  should  be  proved  to  be  a  genuine 
piKmpsest. 

•The  reading  of  this  report  was  followed  by  a  discussion,  in  which  Sir 
F.  Madden,  Dr.  Birch,  Mr.  James  Tates,  Mr.  Eliot  Hodgkin,  and  other 
lentfemen  took  part. 

Mr.  Dfeane,  a  microscopist,  gave  an  account  of  his  examination  of  the 
Uranius  manuscript  and  of  some  of  the  papyri.  With  regard  to  the  former, 
his  conclusion  was  that  the  uncial  writing  was  under  the  twelfth-century 
text. 

•  Mr.  W.  A.  Wright  read  a  paper  on  the  Codex  Sinaiticus,  in  which  he 
recapitulated  the  chief  points  iu  its  known  history,  and  of  the  statements  of 
Mr.  Simonides  on  the  subject  He  drew  attention  to  the  letters  professing 
to  be  from  Hieromonadbus  Kallinikos,  which  have  appeared  in  the 
(hiardian  newspaper,  and  the  originals  of  some  of  which  were  produced. 
They  appeared  to  be  in  a  handwriting  identical  with  that  of  Mr.  Simonides, 
and" the  paper  of  exactly  the  same  kind  as  some  letters  of  that  gentleman. 

M.  Nicolaides,  a  Greek  ecclesiastic,  in  whose  house  Simonides 
fodged  at  Liverpool,  made  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  Simonides  had 
bad  the  Mayer  papyri  for  a  long  time  at  his  hwise.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
tk  information  of  M.  Nicolaides,  which  was  not  very  clearly  understood 
Wthetn^eting,  will  be  furnished  in  a  more  definite  form. — Parthenon, 

March  U.— Mr.  H.  8.  Poole  read  a  paper  "  On  the  List  of  the  Con- 
federacy defeated  by  Thothmes  HI.  before  Megiddo."  This  document 
had  been  already  commented  upon  by  M.  de  Koug^,  and  Mr.  Poole  ac- 
ee{)tcd  atid  extended  his  results.  The  battle  to  which  the  List  refers  is 
stewn  by  the  Annals  of  Thothmes  III.  to  have  been  fought  in  his  twenty- 
ihird  yeatj  according  to  the  common  opinion,  b.  c.  cir,  1450.  The 
$mtals  give  the  line  of  march,,  which  proves  the  city  to  be  the  Biblical 
Megiddo.  The  list  is  shewn  by  its  title  to  be  an  enumeration  of  the 
tribes  or  cities  of  the  confederacy,  of  which  the  territories  are  stated  to 
l»Wfc  extended    from    Megiddo   to  Neharena,    probably  Mesopotamia, 
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oettamly  a  country  east  or  north-east  of  Palestitte.  The  Est  k  not  in  jg«o- 
grapbical  order.  M.  de  Roug^  had  identified  the  following  nanjea  of 
cities : — 1 .  KeTesflr,  the  great  Hittite  city  on  the  Orontes.  2.  maketve, 
Megiddo.  6.  TcBeftHU,  'Kbhath  in  Zobab.  11.  Mabama,  Merona.  12: 
TcMcsKu,  Damascus.  14,  97.  aubebea,  two  cities  Abel.  15.  H€M*0; 
Hamath.  astcratu,  Ashteroth.  30.  hawebsa,  Laish.  31.  bOBTara 
(hezara),  Hazot.  33.  KE:N-NAltATtJ,  Cinnereth.  37.  sHcNama,  Shu- 
nem.  3i).  akscp,  Achsaph.  58,  63.  apra,  Two  cities  Ophrab.  S4. 
KHASHBU,  Heshbon  (?).  56.  Kcbku,  Negeb,  the  south  of  Palestine.  61. 
YePU,  Joppa.  79.  KcRARA,  Gerar.  ?or  the  remaining  names  M.  ile 
Boug^  offers  several  probable  Hebrew  etymologies.  No.  100.  YAltBA- 
ARA,  which  he  reads  jaakav-ara,  he  transcribes  into  the  Hebrew 
Hnpsr,  "  nom  an  sujet  duquel  11  serait  facile  de  se  livrer  a  dcs  oonjeo* 

tures  s^duisantes ;  il  est  exactement  compost  comme  Isra^ B^-il 

p6rmis  de  supposer  que  se  nom  de  locality  consenre  nn  souvenir  d^nii 
des  dtablissements  de  Jacob  en  Palestine  V*    Mr.  Pook  held  that  the 
name  as  here  transcribed  would  most  probably  read  **  God  witt  supplant;** 
consisting  of  the  future  form  Jacob,  with  the  addition  of  the  name  of 
God,  which,  in  such  forms,  is  almost  always  the  nominative.     A  nantfe 
perfectly  analogous,  YesHeF-ARA,  occurs  in  the  List.     Mr.  Poole  wonJd 
read  it  WF]tn>,  '*  God  will  add,"  the  name  Joseph  with  tbe  nominatite 
expressed.    We  have  no  instance  of  the  Hebrew  Bamech  being  transcribed 
by  the  Egyptian  SH,  but  conversely  its  Egyptian  correspondents  are  nsed 
for  the  Hebrew  shin.     Supposing  that  the  names  Jacob  and  Joseph  are 
preserved  in  Jacob-el  and  Joseph-el,  such  forms  may  be  cited  as  Nathan, 
Nathaniel,  Nethaniah,  Jehonathan,  Giphthah,  Jiphthah-el.     Mr.   Poole 
was   disposed  to   recognize    other    tribe-names    in  rabaka,   Reuben^ 
SHeMANA,  possibly  Simeon,  ASHos^KHeN,  probably  Issaohar  (Hebrew 
Issaskar),  KAUtA,  perhaps  Gad.     It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  oonfbde^ 
raeies  of  the  Judge  period  are,  when  of  Canaanites,  of  cities,  when  o( 
Abraharaites,  of  tribes.     Thus  a  confederacy  of  Canaanites  and  Hebrews 
would  have  been  of  cities  and  tribes.     We  have  no  record  of  any  such 
confederacy  in  the  Bible ;  but  the  tribe-names  may  merely  indicate  mer- 
cenaries, as  the  number  of  members  is  too  numerous  for  individual  con- 
tingents to  have  been  large.    The  names  Jacob  and  Joseph  are  som^imes 
put  for  the  twelve  tribes  in  the  Bible :  as  Joseph  is  for  Ephraitia  and 
Manasseh,  Jacob  may,  in  the  List  of  Thothmes,  more  speeitdly  indicate 
Judab.      The  majonty  of  the    identifications    which   Mr.  INwle  pr6- 
posed  might  be  doubtful ;   but  this  of  Jacob  and  Joseph,   whether  (f( 
tribe-names  or  not,  could,  he  thought,  scarcely  be  controverted.     If  ac- 
cepted, it  would  necessitate  the  adoption  of  the  earliest  date  of  the  Ex^us, 
B.C.  «V.  1650.     The  time  would  gibout  (correspond  to  the  oppression  of 
the  Israelites  by  Jabin,  King  of  Canaan.     As  the  confedei^cy  defeated' by 
Thothmes  was   apparently  headed  by  the  PHnce  of  KcTeSH,  it  seems 
possible  that  the  King  of  Canaan  mentioned  in  tbe  Bible,  whose  titte 
never  occurs  at  any  other  period,  was  set  up  by  the  conqueror,  and  the 
Canaanites  of  the  north  of  Palestine  assigned  to  him. — Mr.  Birch  and  Sir 
C.  Nicholson  expressed  themselves  as  favouring  the  late  date  of  the 
Exodus  in  the  reign  of  Men-ptah,  B.C.  eir.  1300;  but  they  did  not  coa- 
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aider  the  question  m  settled. — Mr,  Poole  commuiiicated  a  paper,  by 
Professor  Tagore,  "  On  the  Ethnological  Value  of  the  Institutes  of  Manu. 
The  writer  traced  in  the  names  of  the  military  class  certain  original 
nations :  the  Chinas  he  hdd  to  be  the  Chinese ;  the  Pehlevis,  the  Per* 
sians ;  the  Cambojas,  a  people  on  the  north-east  frontiers  of  Persia ;  the 
Javanas,  the  lonians ;  the  Deradas»  the  Druids ;  the  Chasas,  the  Cushites ; 
the  Critas,  the  Cretans,  etc.  In  tbe  statement  of  Herodotus  that  Medea 
was  colonized  by  the  Aril  or  Aryans,  he  found  a  trace  of  the  direction  of 
the  Aryan  migration ;  and  ki  tbe  list  of  Median  tribes  gi?en  by  Herodotus, 
the  origiuals  of  tribes  mentioned  in  the  Institutes.  So  also  in  the  Shah- 
Kameh  of  Firdusi,  the  names  of  the  castes  preserve  traces  of  |be  no- 
D^emdature  of  those  of  India  in  the  Institutes.  Professor  Tacore  was 
disposed  to  think  that  some  of  the.  names  furnished  him  by  Mr.  Poole 
from  the  List  of  Thothmes  were  traceable  in  those  of  tbe  military  tribes  in 
the  Institutes.  In  any  case,  be  saw  in  the  ethnic  character  of  tbe  tribe- 
names  of  the  Injstitutes  the  formation  of  castes  in  their  elemental  state. — 
Mr.  Yaux  read  a  paper>  by  Mr.  Fox  Talbot,  containing  a  translation 
made  by  him  of  the  Annals  of  Esarhaddon,  preserved  on  a  elay  cylinder 
in  the  British  Museum.  In  these  Annals  the  Assyrian  King  d^cribes 
his  qonqnerts  of  Sidon^  tbe  overthrow  of  Hazael;  the  conquest  of  the 
Mar^  Country  of  Xiower  Chaldea ;  a  war  with  the  Elamites^  or  people  of 
Susiana ;  a  war  with  Media ;  with  a  notice  of  the  civil  adn^nistration  of 
his  empire;  and  an  account  of  the  magnificent  palaces  which  he  built.—' 
Jlihenawn. 

Egyptology,— ^T\iQ  long-promised  collection  of  mural  and  monumental 
inscriptions  selected  by  Br,  Henri  Brugsch,  and  published  by  favour  of  the 
Vicen^  of  Egypti  has  begun  to  be  issued  in  parts,  simidtaneously,  at 
Leip^  and  Paris.  Fragments  of  the  work  have  heretofore  appeared  in 
the  ZeiUchrift  der  deufschen  morgenldndiscJien  GeschelUchaft ;  but  the  sys- 
tematic publication  of  these  materials  has  been  delayed  by  Dr.  Brugsch's 
▼isit  to  Persia,  under  tbe  direction  of  the  Prussian  government. 

The  volume  consists  of  fifty  plates,  delicately  executed  on  stone,  with 
about  sixty  pages  of  preliminary  text,  explaining  the  subject-matter  of  the 
{^tes,  and  in  several  instances  translating  the  hieroglyphic  and  demotic 
inscriptions  in  detail.  The  plates  are  arranged  in  the  order  of  the  places 
wheze  the  originals  are  found,  beginning  at  Memphis,  and  advancing  up  the 
I<)ile  to  the  island  of  Philae.  The  present  volume,  which  is  the  first  of  a 
series,  contains  ten  inscriptions  from  Memphis,  otie  from  Lycopolis,  two 
firom  Abydus,  three  from  Tentyra,  and  thirty-four  from  Thebes.  Several 
of  the  plates  are  printed  upon  large  double  sheets,  folded  in  map  style. 
They  are  all  original  transcripts  by  Dr.  Brugsch,  either  of  tablets  and 
inscriptions  first  discovered  by  himself,  or  of  monuments  imperfectly  or 
erroneously  copied  by  his  predecessors  in  this  field  of  inquiry.  They  are 
designed  to  promote  Egyptian  archaeology  in  all  its  branches,  and  espe- 
cially to  furnish  materials  for  studies  in  history,  mythology,  astronomy, 
and  geography. 

The  first  plate  is  a  fine  representation  of  the  colossus  of  Mitrahenny, 
the  ^e  of  Memphis,  which  in  grandeur  of  dimensions  and  beauty  of  execn- 
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ttoB  is  ansturpassed  hj  any  monument  on  tke  soil  o££gypt  Froe^  tike- 
bieroglypbics,  Dr.  !&iigsoh  idoilifies  ibis  as  the  statoe  ^  Bameaes  H.,  ^ 
wiioxD  he  assigns  to  the  period  1407 — 1341  B.o.  On  the  second  pkfce^ 
afe  sketched  two  somewhat  uncouth  statues  now  in  the  Eoyal  Muaeiwn  of 
Berlin.  They  are  of  bkck  gl'anite,  and  in  a  very  sntkpie  style.  !>«*■ 
Brugsoh  regards  this  plate  as  of  a  tpeisal  histoiical  value,  indicating  boik'^ 
a  political  and  a  religious  usurpatioii  on  the  part  of  Menephthes  h^  in  thft* 
fourteenth  eenttiry,  B.C.,  whidi  was  followed  by  a  geberal  pcarseouttoni: 
Such  claims  as  these  raise  a  point-blank  issue  with  the  scepticism  c^'  Shr 
G.  CornewaU  Lewis>  as  to  the  yalue  of  hierogiyploeiiuterpretatiDas.  Jhi 
Brogsch  is  confident  that  Menepfathes  1.  appropriated  to  his  own  use  the 
moframeets,  titles,  and  inscriptions  of  his  predecc»oTs,  andibat  hefavoiwedt 
^e  worship  of  the  god  Soutech  of  Tanis,  a  divinity  of  another  Nofifte, 
Plates  IV.  and  V.,  though  containiirg  but  a  few  lines  of  hiero^yphiosi  pre-- 
sent  to  the  eye  perhaps  the  first  aut&ntic  copies  of  inscriptions  from  -the; 
sanctuary  of  Ptah,  in  the  famous  temple  of  Mmnj^is.  These  were  disco* 
vered  aird  identified  by  Br.  Brugsch  himself,  while  roaming  about  the  Aralr 
villages  (of  detestable  memory !)  Mltmhenny  and  Bedr^hem,  which,  noft 
defile  the  site  of  the  ancient  capital  of  Lower  Egypt.  One  of  Uiese  insen|H- 
tions  is  of  the  highest  historical  siguifieanee,  as  proving  the  Hiytboh>gical 
connexion  between  the  Phcemeians  and  the  Egyptians.  The  persoti  to 
whom  it  relates  is  styled  "  prophet  of  the  god  ^iA^unus),  who  resides  in 
the  city  of  Pe  .  . .  ,  prophet  [of  the  temjde]  of  the  king  Bahoura  and  pro^ 
phet  of  the  goddess  'Mterty  mistress  of  two  worlds.  The  importance  of 
this  discovery  is  thus  stated  by  Brugsch : 

"That  which  gives  great  value  to  this  inscription,  is  the  mention  bf'tha 
fbreign  goddess  Astoreth.  In  my  Gepgraphi^ch^  Inschriften,  Vol.  I.,  p.  2S6,  I 
have  ahewn^^citiiig  a  number  of  hiwo^yi^c  pasaages — that  there  vraa  «t 
Memphis,  in  the  qi»rter  galled  Aoch-ta  (literally,  world  or  land  of  life),  a 
,  temple  consecrated  to  the  goddess  Baste^  who  is  identical  with  the  foreign 
Aphrodite  of  Memphis,  mentioned  by  Herodotus.'  The  Astoreth  of  our  !nscrip- 
tion  is  none  other  than  Baste^  the  first  being  the  foreign  name,  the  latter  the 
Egyptian.  The  goddess  Astoreth,  whose  name  and  worship  are  better  knowti 
through  the  traditions  and  the  mythology  ol*  the  people  of  Qmaany  appears,  upon 
the  Egyptian  monuments  as  the  female  form  of  the  god  Baal-Soutech.  This  gQ4» 
whose  name  is  so  often  cited  in  the  times  when  the  Egyptians  had  hostile 
or  friendly  relations  with  the  Ch^ta,  the  heathen  of  the  Bible,  was  wor- 
shipped in  Lower  Egypt  long  before  the  date  of  our  inscription.  His  temples, 
even  his  eity  Avaris  or  TAnis»  are  mentioned  in  papyrus-rolls  and  in  iftfica-ip* 
tions  upon  stone,  in  a  way  that  favour  the  hqlief  that  his  wife,  the  heavenly 
queen  Astoreth,  shared  all  the  honours  rendered  to  her  august  husbana. 
Astoreth  was,  moreover,  a  particular  form  of  the  mooni  It  is  not,  then,  suir- 
prising,  that  the  priest  to  whom  o«r  inscription  refers  is  called  a  Spriest  of  t*re 
moon.'  Her  worship  vras  adcpted  by  the  Egyptians^  as  'well  as  that jof  the  god 
Soutech  ;  and  we  ought  to  be  thankful  for  the  gopd  fort^une  which  has  preserv^ 
a  monument  whose  existence  proves  once  more  the  veracity  of  the  father  of 

history,  old  Herodotus." 

►  '      •  ..^  • ./ 

Plate  VII.  pi'esents  some  featuares-  of  intierest  in  iaseriptions.  o<>pied 
from  the  necropolis  of  Memphis,  illustratiog  the  religious  belief  of  the 
old  Egyptians,  The  series  opens  with  an  invocation  to  Horumchou^  wu^ 
named  the  ^*  good  god  who  dwelleth  in  truth,"  and  who  is  believed  t^ 
release  souls  out  of  peiditioB,  and  tO'  assist  them  by  his .  S(oaling-*ladd/er 
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into  i^  presence  of  fiie  Lord  of  eternity.  Persont  intereftted  in  Egyptian 
research  will  not  bave  foi^otten  the  remarkable  discovery  of  a  perfect 
chamber  of  Apis,  made  by  Mons.  Mariette,  in  the  s^rap^um  of  Mempbist 
in  1851.  "By  a  chanee  that  1  can  hardly  account  for/'  says  this  fortu* 
nate  explorer,  "  a  chamber  of  the  tomb  of  Apis>  walled  up  in  the  thirtieth 
year  of  Eameses  II.,  had  escaped  the  spoilers,  and  I  had  the  happinetjs  to 
iad  it  intact.  Three  thousand  seven  Imndrcd  years  had  not  changed  its 
original  aspect.  The  iingers  of  the  Egyptian  who  filled  in  the  last  stone 
of  the  waU  built  across  the  entrance,  were  still  marked  upon  the  cement. 
Naked  leet  had  left  their  imprint  upon  the  bed  of  saud  deposited  in  a 
corner  of  the  mortuary  chamber.  Nothing  was  wanting  in  this  last  sano^ 
ttiaiy  of  death,  where  has  rested,  for  nearly  forty  centuries,  an  embalmed 
bull."  Dr.  Brugsch  has  transcribed  several  of  the  inscriptions  of  this 
chamber.  Some  valuable  hints  concerning  the  Egyptian  cakndar  arc  sup- 
pled by  Plate  XI.,  with  inscriptions  from  Lycopolis,  Plate  XV.  and  XVI. 
are  oopiea  of  a  mural  inscription  on  the  temple  of  Tentyra.  They  give  liati 
et  plants,  of  precious  stones  and  metals,  and  of  liquids  used  in  offerings  to 
Osiris,  and  sdso  of  stuffs  employed  by  the  priests  in  their  ceremonies. 
These  may  shed  light  upon  the  Jewish  service.  We  find  mention  of  the 
ten — the  Am  of  the  Hebrews — as  a  measure. 

Travellers  who  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  French  consul  at 
Thebes,  Mons.  Maunier,  will  recall  his  choice  collection  of  Egyptian  anli- 
qoities,  and  his  enthusiastic  devotion  to  his  select  museum.  In  studying 
this  collection,  Dr.  Brugsch  discovered  in  the  interior  of  a  coflBn  of  syca- 
more wood,  an  astronomical  representation  of  peculiar  value.  Besides  the 
twelve  signs  of  the  zodiac,  arranged  six  on  either  side,  there  is  a  grand 
central  female  figure  (Plate  XVII.),  representing  the  celestial  ocean,  or  the 
principle  of  humidity,  surrounded  by  symbolical  representations  of  the  four 
winds.  The  planets  Jupiter,  Saturn,  Mercury,  Mars,  Venus,  are  also  indi- 
cated, and  the  procreative  divinity,  the  sun,  is  pictured  by  his  usual  symboL 
A  prayer  for  the  deceased  indicates  faith  in  the  immortality  of  the  soul ; 
*♦  May  thy  soul  live  and  rejuvenate  itself  to  all  eternity."  The  deceased, 
we  are  told,  was  aged  thirty-one  years,  five  months,  and  twenty-five  days. 
Still  another  astronomical  subject  is  presented  in  Plate  XVIII. — a  gro- 
tesque figure,  and  even  inclelicate  but  for  its  symbolical  meaning.  It  is 
the  body  of  a  woman,  indefinitely  elongated,  at  right  angles  to  her  legs 
and  arms,  which  touch  the  same  plane  in  parallel  lines,  the  head  being 
downwards.  This  fi gnre  is  the  divinity  spoken  of  above  as  the  celestial 
ocean,  over  which  the  god  Ba  navigates  in  his  bark,  which  bears  a  different 
name  for  each  oi  the  twelve  hours  of  the  day.  The  arms  of  the  goddess 
iEnre  toward  the  west,  her  legs  toward  the  east,  and  her  ebngated  body  high 
Jn  air  represents  the  upper  hemisphere.  This  peculiar  hydrographic  pro- 
jection— the  celestial  ocean — reminds  us  of  the  Hebrew  conception  of  the 
waters  above  the  firmament. 

Plate  XX.  affords  an  illustration  of  the  absurdities  and  monstrosities  of 
the  Egyptians  in  their  worship :  a  creature  compounded  of  man  and  bull, 
ated  swrmounted  by  a  crocodile,  being  used  to  denote  one  of  the  signs  in 
the  havens.  In  Plate  XXVI.,  the  list  of  the  conquests  of  Tothraosis  III., 
fUld  of  his  tributaries,  illustrates  the  warlike  relations  of  his  reign  toward 
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Assyria  and  other  nations.  One  of  its  in^cripiioiis  describes  ^  a  boaiHiftd 
barp,  wrought  of  silver,  gold,  lapis-lazuli,  brass,  and  all  manner  of  pEe<aoi« 
stones." 

A  long  poem  celebrating  a  victorr  of  Barneses  II.  is  transcribed  upos 
Plated  XXI A. — XXXII.  The  remain wg  plates  of  this  vohuue  are  oeenpied 
with  lists  of  victories  and  their  spoils,  and  with  fulsome  peQegjm^j  upoD 
the  royal  conquerors. 

From  this  brief  outline,  it  is  evident  that  Dr.  Brugsch  has  presented  ia 
this  collection  materials  of  great  value  for  the  study  of  Egyptian  bistof^i, 
science,  and  art.  We  shall  not  fail  to  advise  the  readers  of  the  Bibliotheea 
of  the  progress  of  this  work  in  its  future  munbers. 

But  how  far  are  his  interpretations  reliable  ?  Of  how  much  real  isX^m 
are  such  readings  as  materials  for  history  ?  These  questions  assume  nam. 
interest  in  view  of  the  vigorous  assault  upon  the  results  of  Egyptolo^rs 
by  the  Bight  Hon.  Sir  George  C(»rnewall  Lewis,  in  his  MisUurieal  Surmijf 
of  ike  Astronomy  of  the  Jncienta,  This  remarkable  specimen  of  bis* 
torical  scepticism  opens  with  a  tone  of  modesty  that  awakens  no  suspicion 
of  the  author's  aim.  "  It  has  appeared  to  the  nuthor  that  an  atteoift 
might  advantageously  be  made  to  trea^  the  history  of  aneient  astfonovig^ 
without  exclusive  reference  to  physical  science,  and  without  ac\y  pretsn^Att 
on  his  part  to  that  profound  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  modem 
mathematical  astronomiy  which  some  of  his  predecessors  in  the  treatnftfiot 
of  this  subject  have  possessed.''  Yet  the  tone  of  the  work,  throoghoAt^  is 
that  of  judicial  criticism  pronouncing  authoritatively  against  the  views  ^ 
the  scientific  astronomy  and  chronology  of  the  ancients,  which  have  been 
set  forth  by  eminent  historical  authorities.' ,  He  rejects  the  opinion  thai 
the  nundinal  period  of  the  Bomans  was  connected  with  the  determiua* 
tion  of  the  civil  year,  and  regards  it  as  merely  a  convenient  market-flay 
arrangement;  thus  differing  from  the  week,  as  observed  hj  seveiisii 
oriental  nations,  which,  as  the  fourth  part  of  a  periodic  lunsar  roont^, 
is  a  proper  astronomical  division.  He  assigns  the  Etruscans  to  a  low 
grade  in  science,  notwithstanding  the  admiration  of  Niebuhr  for  their 
proficiency.  ''  The  profound  astronomical  science  supposed  by  Niebuhr  to 
have  been  possessed  by  the  Etruscans  in  the  eighth  century  B.C.,  is 
opposed  both  to  evideuce  and  probability.  The  Etruscans  never  mads 
any  adrance  in  physical  and  mathematical  science,  or  even  in  history  and 
literature.  Their  nearest  approach  to  astronomy  consisted  in  ti»eir  obasf  va^ 
tion  of  lightning  fbr  purposes  of  divination,"  (p.  56.)  Mommsen  i^s^igos 
the  same  low  place  to  the  Etruscans  both  in  science  and  in  art^.  Hs^ 
attaches  but  little  intellectual  value  to  their  cosmogony  and  phUpse|4^ 
and  asserts  that  scholars  must,  with  whatever  reli^ct^nce,  intake  i^  thfiM 
minds  to  transfer  the  Etruscans  from  the  first  to  the  lowest  pla^e  inf^tbl*. 
history  of  Italian  art.  ;  j.  .  ^ 

Though  he  allows  to  the  Greeks  a  higher  kupwledge^.^f  la^trottomy  * 
than  existed  among  the  Bomans,  our  author  argues  tba,t  ndthei;  \bm^: 
religion,  their  mythology,  nor  their  divination  hadany  special  reforeiwet0^r 
astronomy,  and  that  much  that  is  imputed  to  Thales^-especially  bis  Mioit.  n 
to  Egypt,  and  his  prediction  of  a  solar  eclipse— is  apociyphaL  Sir  Comsr 
waU  Lewis  is  quite  disposed  to  undervalue  the  authority  of  HerjOdot^Sk, 
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FiKmi  tlie  history  of  tike  astronotoy  of  the  Greeks  and  Bornans^  wbicb  under 
ito  philosophical  and  scientific  aspects  occupies  two  hundred  and  fifty  pages 
of  his  work,  the  author  proceeds  to  the  astronomy  of  the  Bahylonians 
wad  Egyptians.  Here  his  tendency  to  a  sceptical  demolition  of  prevalent 
theoiries  is  at  once  evinced  by  the  following  remark :  "  We  cannot,  cou" 
sistently  with  the  capacities  and  tendencies  of  the  oriental  mind,  suppose 
that  either  of  these  nations  ever  rose  to  the  conception  of  astronomy  as  a 
sdenee,  that  ihey  treated  it  with  geometrical  methods,  or  that  they  atr 
tempted  to  form  a  system  of  the  universe  founded  upon  an  inductive  or 
even  Bpon  a  speculative  basis.  The  knowledge  of  geometry  ascribed 
to  the  Egyptians  seems  merely  to  have  grown  out  of  their  skill  in  knd- 
n^suring.  All  the  extant  evidence  goes  to  prove  that  the  sdentifiiQ 
geometry  of  the  Greeks  was  exclusively  their  own  invention.  It  may 
be  de«ibted  whether  any  Chaldean  or  Egyptian  priest  had  a  mind  suffi- 
dently  trained  in  abstract  reasoning  to  be  able  to  follow  the  demonstra- 
tions of  the  properties  of  the  conic  sections  invented  by  Apollonius,'^ 
(p.  278/)  Sir  Giorge  argues  that  if  any  of  tjje  Egyptian  or  Chaldean 
piijBSits  had  really  possessed  the  profound  and  exact  knowledge  of  astro-i 
jySf»y  which  is  attributed  to  them  in  a  body,  he  would  have  gained  aa 
ittdiiddual  reputation,  and  his  name  would  have  come  down  to  us  through, 
Pkto,  Aristotle,  or  some  other  of  the  earlier  writers.  This  argument, 
hoirev^,  had  little  wdght;  since  these  writers  could  hardly  be  expected 
to  chroniel^  in  detail  the  celebrities  of  remote  countries,  and  since  sucIl 
personal  references  may  have  perished  in  the  lost  literature,  of. antiquity- 

Tho  most  striking  portiofl  of  the  volume  under  review,  is  the  chapter^ 
OB  the  torfy  history  and  chronology  of  the  Egyptians.  The  authpr  ^»nr 
cedes  that  up  to  Ae  date  of  Psammetichus,  670  JB.C,  "  we  may  consider 
the  Egyptian  chronology  as  determined,  within  moderate  limits  of,  error^r 
upon  trustworthy  evidenre."  Yet  he  considers  the  alleged  circumnavigat 
tion  of  Afriea  in  the  time  of  Neco,  the  successor  of  Psammetichi^s,  as  too 
imperfectly  attested,  and  too  improbable  in  itself  to  be  regarded  as  a  his^ 
toiicfil  fact.  Beyond  the  era  of  Psammetichus,  according  to  our  author, 
Egyptian  history  is  vague  and  unreliable :  the  royal  list  of  Manetho  is  the 
resnk  of  his  own  invention ;  the  primitive  kings  are  nothing  more  than  a 
long  procession  of  regal  spectres,  like  the  series  of  fabulous  British  kings 
begmniag  with  Brutus  the  grandson  of  iEneas,  who  migrated  to  Britain, 
and  ending  with  the  invasion  of  Julius  Caesar.  Much  of  what  is  called 
Egyptian  history  has  evidently  been  borrowed  from  the  Greek  mythology. 
Ttee  ^extensive  conquests  of  Sesostris,  and  his  vast  armies,  are  marvellous 
figm^tts,  unworthy  of  any  credit ;  and  in  everything  relating  to  the  anti- 
qii^M  of  Egypt,  Herodotus  was  imposed  upon  by  the  cunning  of  tho 
pneMs.  This  sweeping  incredulity  Sir  Cornewall  Lewis  justifies  by  the 
argument  that,  since  Herodotus,  Manethq,  Ei^atosthenes,  and  Dlodorus  all 
al^e  deriVtid  their  information  respecting  Egyptian  antiquity  from  the 
priesASs  and  thb  sacred  books  in  the  temples,  the  vast  discordance  between 
thdr  sevend  lists  of  kings  proves  that  the  priests  had  no. authentic  written? 
reodrds  of  their  ancient  history, — which  would  have  furnished  the  s^wne 
facts  to  all  investigators, — ^but  fabricated  stories  to  satisfy  these  inquisitive 
and  Ofer-cr^duloua  chroniclers.     Rejecting  as  fabulous  the  high  daims  of 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


250  Miscellanies.  [hpSk^- 

Egypiiaa  antiquity,  he  gires  it  as  his  ooilchisioii,  that  there  is  no^ufficidiil 
grotiiid  for  pladog  any  of  the  buildings  and  great  works  extant  in  the 
time  of  Herodotus,  at  a  date  anterior  to  the  building  of  the  temple  of 
Solomon,  1012  b.c.  ;  and  regarding  the  reading  of  the  hieroglypbies  a» 
arbitrary  and  indeterminate,  he  treats  all  the  results  of  Egyptology  aa 
barren,  uncertain,  and  worthless. 

The  author  is  especially  severe  upon  the  late  Baron  Bunsen,  whom  he 
describes  as  a  dexterous  manipulator,  transmuting  legends  into  histoiy 
—a  "  chronoerator,"  claiming  a  sort  of  reflex  second-sight,  and  dividing  up 
monarchs  and  eras  with  a  discretionary  power,  in  order  to  frame  his  owii 
theory.  Those  who  hold  to  a  sedate  Biblical  chronology,  will  not  objedt 
to  such  an  excoriating  of  Bnnsen  by  a  writer  whose  zeal  for  the  Hebrew 
Scriptures  is  no  greater  than  his  own.  But  between  the  extremes  of  his^ 
torioal  scepticism,  represented  by  Bunsen  and  Lewis,  we  beg  to  interpose  a 
rational  and  moderating  faith.  There  is  a  mutual  con^rmation  of  thef 
Hebrew  books  of  Kings  and  Chronicles,  and  of  Egyptian  records  and 
monuments  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  centuries  before  Christ ;  i.  e^  within 
the  limits  which  Sir  George  Lewis  assigns  as  tlie  trustworthy  period 
of  Egyptian  history.  He  himself  cites  this  correspondence  from  tb^ 
Hebrew  Scriptures.  It  cannot  be,  therefore,  that  the  reading  of  the 
hieroglyphics  is  so  unworthy  of  trust  as  he  would  have  us  believe.  ITie 
science  of  tteir  interpretation  is  yet  in  its  infancy ;  the  kqr  has  been 
found,  though  the  cabalistic  words  that  would  open  many  a  ward  of  this" 
huge  combination-lock,  are  not  yet  discovered.  It  becomes  Egyptologers- 
to  labour  with  modesty,  as  well  as  with  patience;  and  the  extravagant 
scepticism  of  Sir  G-.  C.  Lewis  as  to  their  results,  may  give  a  salutary 
check  to  their  own  no  less  extravagant  speculations.  Time  will  correct 
wkd  harmonize  what  now  seems  doubtful  or  contradictory. — (Ametioan}' 
B'lMioiheca  ^icfa. 

Royai  AiiaUc  Society. — January  19. — ^Two  papers  were  read.  I. 
«  On  the  Sihya-siddh&nta,'*  by  William  Spottiswoode,  Esq.,  M.A.,  F.R.S, ; 
IL  "  On  the  age  of  Katyftyana,"  by  Professor  Th.  Goldstiickcr. 

1.  Mr.  Spottiswoode  began  by  describing  the  Surya-siddhftnta  as 
being  one  of  the  most  authorative,  if  not  also  one  of  the  oldest,  treatises 
on  astronomy  possessed  by  the  Hindus.  It  is,  of  tjourse,  in  the  Sanskrit 
language.  Its  form  is  metrical,  as  is  that  of  a  considerable  share  of 
ancient  Indian  literature;  dictionaries,  law-books,  etc:,  not  exdtickd^ 
Mr.  Spottiswo(Kle,  after  adverting  to  eonsiderations  that  formerly  deterred 
him  from  publishing  the  original  of  the  Siirya-siddb^nta,  signified  his 
satisfaction  with  the  mode  in  which  it  has  been  edited  by  Professer  Haft 
in  the  Bidlidikeca  Indioa  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,  and  with  MV.- 
Burgess's  translation,  accompanied  by  a  very  full  commentary,  in'  ik^ 
Journal  of  tibe  American  Oriental  Society.  The  object  which  he  prop<te6<l 
to  himself  was,  to  represent,  under  expressions  familiar  to  ordinary  students' 
of  astronomy,  the  chief  results  arrived  at  by  the  Sdrya-siddhUnta,  anct  to 
give  an  account  of  the  processes  by  which  those  results  were  reached. 

2*  Panini  is  the  most  ancient  Hindu  grammarian  whose  work  has 
come  down  to  us.     His  labors  have  been  criticized  and  supplekuented  by 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC* 


L863.3  Miict^anies^.  ^Y 

S&ty%aiKu  Of  t&e  Snterva!  that  divided  tike  two,  uotfaing  positive  cad 
be  asserted^ — only  Professor  Goldstucker  bad  already  made  it  evident  that 
it  must  haye  been  very  great.  And  at  last  be  has  ascertained  tbat  we 
Imve  to  place  no  other  interval  tbafn  that  which  may  separate  contem- 
pormes  between  Katyllyana  and  bis  own  eommentator,  Patanjali,  author 
of  the  Mahabbashya. 

^  •  Frook  Peknini  we  l^rn  that  a  regular  system  of  nomenclature  was 
cwrreat  in  In&,  by  which  the  name  of  any  person  of  distinction  was 
memorized  in  the  appellations  of  his  descendants.  This  system,  moreover, 
distingnlshed  between  the  elder  and  the  younger  membm  and  branches 
o€>€he  same  family,  and  contains  oertain  criteria  by  which  contempora* 
neottsnees  can  be  establ^hed.*  As  in  the  days  of  P&nini,  so  in  those  of 
£&tylyana  and  Patanjali,  this  system  is  seen,  fi<om  their  glosses,  to  have 
becan  in  full  force.  Now,  from  facts  which  seem  to  be  unimpeachable. 
Professor  Goldstueker  pix>ved  that  the  manner  in  which  Patanjali,  the 
oonunastator  of  Katys^ana,  uses  the  name  of  this  grammarian,  leaves  nb 
donbt'that  he  mu»t  have  heen.  his  contemporary. 

Professor  Max  Miiller  has  asserted  in  his  Ancient  &amkrU  lAteraturt^ 
Uiat  "  at  what  time  the  Mahabbashya  was  first  composed  it  is  impossible 
to-^say,"  but  Professor  GoldstiLtier  bad  discovered  and  recorded — in  his 
"Ptnini— his  Place  in  Sanskrit  Literature"- — a  definite  range  of  only 
twenty  years,  within  which  the  author  of  the  Mah^h&shya,  Patanjali,  must 
hav«  flourished.  The  purport  of  Professor'  Goldstiicker's  paper  was,  to 
shew  that  Otyayana  lived  at  the  same* time,  namely,  between  the  years 
140  and  1^0  B.C. 

Curiously  enough,  out  of  the  two  and  thirty  chapters  that  make  up 
the  grammar  of  P&niui,  it  is  one  and  the  same  chapter  whiohj  in  the  an* 
notatjbns  called  forth  by  it,  has  supplied  Professor  Goldstiicker  Ivlth 
materials  for  determining  the  date  of  two  of  the  most  important  literary 
personages  of  ancient  India. 

The  Professor  then  went  on  to  speak  of  the  bearing  of  his  discovery 
as  regards  early  Hindu  literature  generally.  Unquestionably,  it  is  of  great 
moment,  and  will  eventually  be  recognized  as  such. 

With  reference  to  the  paper  that  had  just  been  read,  several  members 
of  the  society,  while  deploring  the  paucity  of  genuine  chronological  data 
la  connexion  with  the  history  of  ancient  India,  entered  their  protests 
against  a  recent  theory  which  many  have  accepted  as  havdly  otherwise  than 
deaoKmstrative.  In  this  theory  it  is  assumed  that  the  development  of  the 
UteratuTte  of  the  vaiioua  Vedas  was  collateral  j  and  we  are  invited  tc 
pemunde  ourselves  that  it  has  been  safely  conjectured,  at  least  within  a" 
dentury  €>r  twoi,  how  long  it  took  each  department  of  thld  literature  to 
atitefiu  its  completion.  But  it  hiappens  that  P&nini  knew  nothing  of  the 
White  Yajur  Veda,  whereas  he  was  acquainted  with  the  Rig  Veda.  Indeed; 
of \^  Rig  Veda,  the  whole  of  the  appendant  literature  may  have  been 
completed  before  a  word  of  the  White  Yajnr  Veda  was  indited.  There  is 
no  pdTOof  whatiever  to  the  contrary.  Ingenious  and  plausible  speonlatibfi  i^ 
well  wh6n  facts  fail,  and  as  a  last  resort.  But  the  primary  and  paramount 
d«ty  of  the  sober  student  of  hiitoty  is  to  give  a  sifting  examination  to 
e«tanfc  written  documents.— i?tfai?er. 
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The  Cedars  qf  Lt^ncm.'^k  mockni  tra?dler  writes  to  tte  AikuMnm^-- 
The  present  Arabic  same  of  the  eedar  of  LebasoOi  '^  Art"  (pr  "£1  Amch"), 
is  the  same  «a  the  Hebrew  "  Atz;"  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  thai  it  ia 
the  very  tree  so  often  mentioned  in  the  Bible.  The  wood  is  in  appear- 
ance  very  similar  to  deal ;  but  its  peculiar  smell,  and  its  durability  after 
many  ages,  shew  it.  to  be  very  unlike,  and  very  superior  to  the  fir ;  sod 
this  durability,  and  its  power  of  preserving  wlMitever  was  j^aeed  in 
contact  with  it,  gained  for  it  the  esteean  of  the  ancients.  For  these 
reasons,  it  was  selected  for  roofing  large  buiklings,  for  making  oo69ins  and 
boxes,  and  for  numeroiis  other  purposes.  Pliny  (xvi  11  wjd  3$^;  xxiv.  5) 
mentions  the  preservative  power  of  its  oil  or  juice  i  the  Egyptians  used 
the  oil  in  the  erobalraing  process  (Herodot.,  ii.  86 ;  Plin.,  xvi,  11;  wif. 
5)  i  and  the  inner  mummy-oases  were  frequently  made  of  this  wood)  as 
may  be  readily  perceived  from  the  smell  of  the  fires  in  a  winter's  Otveni^ 
at  Thebes.  Papyri  and  books  were  sometimes  steeped  in  oil  of  cedar  to 
insure  their  preservation  and  kept  in  boxes  of  cedar  or  of  oyjweaa  wood 
(Hor.  A.P.  332;  Pers.  Sat.  i.  42).  PJiny  (xvL  40)  says  Oiftt  tie 
Egyptians  and  Syrians,  from  the  scareitj  of  fir,  employed  th©  cedarfw 
**  shipbuilding,*'  wMeh  is  also  referred  to  by  TbeDplu^stus(iv.  $).  Ezekid 
(xxxii.  5)  speaks  of  masts  of  eedar^  and  (xxvii.  24)  of  chests  ^of  cedar 
used  by  meiichanta;  roofs,  doors^  and  even  whole  temples  and  palao^ 
were  made  of  this  wood,  which,  in  later  tuoies,  was  prof^hsely  empkoyed 
in  ordinary  houses,  and  for  the  most  common  purposes ;  and  besides  the 
washing  down  of  the  soil  from  the  mountain  sides,  to  which  the  reekless 
manner  in  which  the  trees  were  felled  grealJy  contributed,  ,the  cottstaat 
use  of  the  wood  oh  ordinary  occpwons  «ftay  have.beeaa.one  of  the  eausos 
of  th&  dimuniUon  e£  the.  trees  a»  Lebanoo.  Jtis  certain,  however,  that 
in  ancieat^a  well  m  modem  times  the  nam^  of  "  eecjar"  was  sometimes 
applied  to  other  trees;  and  Pliny  (xiii.  5)  mentioas  two  kind3  of  small 
imd  two  of  large  cedars* 

In  conat^qaeace  of  the  Istbour  of  cAn^ipg  wood  a^  f^r  to  the  sea-^oast, 
some  have  supposed  that  the  cedars  of  c^d  could  not  have  been  brought 
down  from  that  part  of  the  Lebanon  where  thegr  are  now  foupd^  and  have 
eooclttded  that  they  formerly  grew  in.^e  vicinity  of  .the  seashore;  hat 
the  name  of  Lebanon,  or  Lubnoon  (so  called  from  "Jabn»"  or  "lubp,") 
•*  white,**  a  word  resembling  the  Arabic  "lubn,"  "milk,"  haiFing,  been 
given  to  the  mountain  from  its  "  white  summit"  (as  in  the  eas^  o(  *'  Mont 
Blanc'*),  &hews  that  it  was  from  the  immediate  vicinity  of  th^  suowy 
mountwn  that  the  trees  were  obtained;  and  the  " m(Owtaia4ovir>g -eedar^ 
as  it  was  called  by  tlie  ancients,  is  never  described  as  growing  o«i  the  hiUs 
Bear  the  shore*  Nor  ean  it  be  doubted  that  the  Ec(en  of.  Ej^eli^l  (p^^xi* 
16—18),  which  he  mentions  in  connexioii  with  the  old  cedars,  is^jteiNF^ 
sented  by  the  present  village  of  Ehden,  close  to  whiqh  the  celebrated 
grove  now  stands;,  end  when  we  recoUect  to  what  immense  dist^Deea th^ 
aneients  canied  most  ponderous  blocks  of  atone,  we  can  scarcely  dooht 
thaty  if  necessary,  the  timber  for  sacred  and  regal  buiklings  would  he  con- 
ve^ed  from  the  most  distant  p^rts  of  that  mountain  to  the  shor^.  The 
labour,  however  great,  would  not  have  deterred  themj  and  ,  tbojijigh 
Diodorus  (xix.  38)  says  that  Ptolemy  employed  1»000  beasts  of  buMbea 
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to  cnrry  wood  lirom  th«  L€$)«imi  for  shipbttildiiig  purposes,  tbat  mode  of 
transport  may  »ot  haire  been  adopted  on  all  oooasions ;  and  any  one  who 
Ims  witnessed  the  I'^onreyanee  of  timber  by  means  of  the  rapid  torrents  of 
tke  Alps  and  otl^r  mo«ntaiDOus  re^ons,  will  at  once  peroetre,  on  -visitiDg 
the  neigbboiivin^  Wady  Kadeeeha  (ihp  •*  Holy  Valley"),  how  easily  they 
aright  ba^^^a^led  themselves  of  its  powerful  stream,  after  the  melting  of 
the  enoffTS,  ibr  coinreyiag  the  timber  to  the  coast  near  Tripoli,  where  it 
wm  formed  into  rsrfts  and  floated  to  Jaffa  (Joppa)  by  the  Tyrians  and 
*«8idotiiam"  (laara  iii.  7 ;  1  Kings  v.  9;  Joseph.,  Anti^,,  iii.  5^3);  and 
tile  Hebrew  word  in  1  KngB  v.  9,  which  we  translate  '*  shall  bring/'  may 
also  appfy  to  the  act  of  bringing  down  by  water ;  being  nsed  in  Joel  ii.  SS, 
in  tbe  sentence  ** cause  rain  to  'come  down*  by  for  you;"  and  the  yenr 
BftDie  of  the  Joiidan  is  denved  fk<ott  the  same  woFd**^'*iered,"  to  "descend 
»  -flow." 

IH9&meriea  in  M«  BuNion. — Dr.  Dethier,  Director  of  the  Austrian 
Stehooi  at  €k>nstatrtinople,  has  sent  a  report  of  some  very  important 
^(^Scoveries  made  by  him  in  the  Balkan  to  the  Imperial  Academy  at 
iPietitia,  fVonn  wbieh  we  take  the  following. — ^Towards  the  end  of  July 
)a^  he  identified  certain  rains,  excavated  by  a  Frenehman  living  at 
^Iflit2a>  witk  the  remnants  of  the  city  called,  wrongly,  Trosmes,  by 
wid  aad  other  writora.  The  inseriptione,  all  in  Latin,  fitwn  Augustus 
ta  Gallienns,  read  distinetly  Trees-Menses,  -^a  mixed  colony  of  Trees 
and  Menses,  an  ancient  Thraeian  fyeople,  another  branch  ef  which  is 
ealled  Dei^Mensi  by  Ptolemy.  This  phiKoewas  a  chief  station  of  the 
RoBMn  legions,  and  the  residence  of  a  Pontifbx  and  8acerdos  Provindee. 
One  of  the  ^agments  of  the  inscriptions  contains  tibe  army'4ist  of  the 
effleers  0f  the  Roman  Legio  Augusta,  stationed  tbere.  Besides  this, 
the  legions  Y.  and  YI.,  Mac.  Ital.,  Trajana,  Fresensis,  etc.,  occur  on 
bricks  and  inscriptions.  The  castrum,  on  the  chalk'^Iiflb,  two  hnndred 
feet  high,  commanded  the  Danube ;  aqueducts  furnished  it  ivith  the 
most  splendid  water  from  the  rocks.  Another  net  unimportant  point 
has  been  eleared  np  by  Dr.  Detbier,  vis.,  the  site  of  anoient  Tomi,  cele^ 
brated  through  Ovid^s  exile.  Dr.  Dethier  has  fbund  that  'Fomi  was 
not  situated  close  to  the  sea,  but  more  inland,  on  a  hill,  to  the  north- 
wesft  of  Kustenje,  where  ruins  are  met  with  (at  Anadolikoi).  The  port 
of  Tomi  was  at  Kustenje,  and  was  transformed  by  Titus  into  a  distinct 
town,  Pbria  Nea,  probably  because  Tomi  became  celebrated  through 
Oticl,  who  was  mneh  read.  Antoninus  Pius  made  Tomi  a  metropolis, 
where  the  Pentareh  and  Ponlifex  of  the  Greeks— it  was  en  the  left 
herder  ^thfi  Penfrns— had  their  residence.  At  a  later  period  it  was  a 
lri»kof>^s  sei^,  onti*,  at  abont'  IWO  a.d.,  it  entirely  disappeared.  Fhtvia 
Nea 'had  received  th^  name  of  Constiantia  from  Constantine's  sister,  and 
Kustenje  has  Btlll  retaihed  this  name  among  the  Greeks.  A  critical 
dissertation  en  She  ^rnous  ser)>ent^s  column  concludes  the  report.  This 
<Ssser(a^on  is  also  contained  m  a  rich  epigraphical  Byzantine  collection, 
which  Dr.  Dethier  is  about  to  edit,  togetl^r  with  Dr.  Mordtmama,  and 
of  which  the  first  half,  down  to  Omistantine  the  Great,  is  aheady  in  the 
printer's  hands.    There  will  be  about  three  hundred  unedited  inserip-^ 
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imxm^  and  as  many  brick-mark^  of  Bjeaniiiie  Ei^petoi^.  Their  ^ia> 
racter  is  rendered  with  the  utmost  fidelity,  and  thus  the  work  wiH  fbrm 
a  contiauatioii  of  Franz's  Elementa  Epifftaphiea  for  the  Byzantine  timefu 
No  less  important  is  their  contents.  That  powerful  school  of  O.  Mfi^er^ 
which  denies  that  the  East  or  Egypt  have  exercised  any  infltience  upoti 
Greece,  will  find  it  hard  to  get  over  some  of  the  ftkcts  brought  to  light. 
Among  other  things  Dr»  Detbter  found  on  dieThracian  borders  a  "Ma^ 
Muzene/'  which  1^.  Mordtmann  explains  in  accordance  with  the  figure 
to  which  it  belongs,  from  the  Armeman,  hj  "  Magna  Mater."  It  ap^ 
pears  from  this  tbat  Bdckh  instinctively  read  M^  in  another  iiwcriptioil 
wtthmit  being  able  to  explain  iti  Dr.  Dethier  has  also  found  in  the 
ancient  Perinthos  in  the  court  of  the  present  metropolitan  church,  once 
the  temple  of  the  Empress  Sabina,  an  antique  marble  statue  of  great 
beauty,  and  well  preserved  to  a  certain  degree.  The  head  is  sevierej 
from  the  body,  but  otherwise  uninjured;  the  right  arm  is  almost  en- 
tirely wanting;  the  legs^  are  broken  at  about  the  middle  of  the  thigh, 
but  the  left  thigh  to  the  knee  has  been  found.  The  statue  r«)re9ents  f^ 
young  man,  perhaps  in  the  character  of  Antinus.  It  stands  on  th^ 
right  1^  and  leans  on  the  leftelbow>  A  shoitdress  rests  on  the  left 
al^ulder,  and  passes  under  it  over  the  left  upper-arm,  whi(^  is  pre^ 
served,  together  with  the  hand,  with  the  exception  of  the  thumb.  Dr,* 
Dethier  considers  this  statue  to  belong,  in  accordance  with  its  character/ 
to  the  times  of  Hadrianus  to  the  end  of  the  century.  The  head  is  en« 
tirely  in  the  character  of  a  portrait,  and  is  said  to  have  the  greatest 
likeiKss  to  Marcus  Aurelius  Ceesar,  to  judge  from  the  coins  of  the 
period.  The  rich  curly  hair  is  brilliantly  projected,  but  not  rery  care- 
&illy  exeeuted;  but  the  treatment  of  the  whole  statue  is  excellent.  The 
position  and  movement  of  the  figure  are  so  unmistakably  given  in  what 
remains,  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  the  restoration.  The  fol-' 
lowing  are  the  measures;  16  centimetres,  height  of  the  head;  55  centK 
metres,  of  the  torso ;  thighs,  30  centimetres.  Another  interesting 
recent  find  is  that  of  the  bust  of  the  Empress  Plotina,  as  Juno,  in  leadf 
originally  gilt,  brought  up  in  a  net  by  a  fisherman  from  the  Bosphorus. 
-t-- Parthenon* 

The  Jndent  Zand  of  Midim,-^The  Rev.  Geoi^  Williams,  writes  Dr^ 
Beke«  oomiuunicated  to  the  Section  of  Geography  and  Ethnology;  on'the^ 
7th.  of  last  October,  a  letter  from  Signor  Pierotti,  giving  «ia  a<ieoutttof  a 
visit  made  by  him,  in  company  with  Mr.  Mashallum,  ChanceBier  of  the 
British  Consulate  of  Jerusalem,  to  (i  tribe  of  Arabs  inhabiting  aportioi^ 
of  the  Arabian  desert,-  east  of  tho  Ghor.  These  people  are  ctesferibedas' 
being  much  superior  to  the  ordinary  Bedouins,  and  in  'several  rtsptc^^[ 
Tiery  dijffisrent  from  them.  They  profess  the  Israelitish  r^igion  tiM  dcM; 
dare  themselves  to  be  Ishmaelites,  descended  from  the  Eeehabites,  ^ih^ 
(^dren.ofthe  Kenite^  Moses'  father*in4aw"  (Judges  i.  16;  iv.  ilfv 
affirming,  that  they  rsside  in  the  originid  country  of  their  ^refethefs.' 
A  peculiarity  of  this  narrative,  to  which  I.desire  to  direct  yonr  atteritioftr 
is,  that  these  Bedouins  are  said  to  claim  to  be  both  Ismaelitcs^  tfnd  Eech^ 
bites  (that  is,  Midianites),  the  two  descents  being  ad<^ted  by  them  «j)pi^ 
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ipily  wilV<>u^^i^y  distinction ;  in  yvhick  fact  we  fiod  a  pttrtiaeDi  illnstoM 
i^  of  two  texts  of  Smpture,  to  which  I  will  briefly  advert  We  are 
told,  in  Gen.  xjiy.  18,  thai  the  descendants  of  Ishmael,  AJbrafaam'a  «od  by 
^s^ihe  Mitmte,  * 'dwelt  from  Havilah  unto  Shur»  that  ia  before  Mitzraim, 
l^^^bou  goedt  toward  Aeshun"  Now,  aa  this  comntiy  was  that  akQ 
of  the  Midianites,  as  already  defined,  we  have  here  a  consisteni  and 
iat^gil)le  explanation  of  a  seeming  contradiction  in  Oen.  xxxrii.  d6,  27, 
^,  whe^  the  merchantmen,  to  whom  Joseph  was  sold  by  his  br^ren, 
a^  fiist  called  Ishmaelites,  and  then  Midianitea  ;  in  like  manner  we  find 
di^ed  up  the  seeming  inconsistency  in  Judges  m.  12*-*24)  where  tbo 
^ianites^  under  Zebah  and  Zalmuiua,  who  were  conquered  by  Gideon, 
^e  described  as  wearing  golden  eamngs  *'  because  they  were  Ishmaeliteft." 
Eor,  as  both  people  inhabited  the  same  "  east  country,"  the  two  names 
WOi^d  quite .  naturally  haye  become  convertible,  just  as  we  speak  of 
llaglishmen  and  Britwis, — oi  Erenehmen  and  Gauls.  With  respect  to 
t^.  alleged  Ishmaelites  or  Midianitesof  the  present  day,  Mr.  WilUama 
^^te4  at  the  Cambridge  Meeting,  that  be  had  written  to  Jerusalem  for 
^r^h^,  inforimation.  Should  this  be  CQ«u6rmatory  of  the  partknlars  here 
i»l^e4  we  may,  hope  to  be  put  upon  the  track  of  the  wandering  of  the 
O^ren  of  Israel  in  the  wilderness ;  and. may,  above  all,  be  led  to  the 
dwf every  of  the  site  of  "the  Mountain  of  God  in  Horeb." — Jetmk 

^  T^e  Eemcdm  of  the  ten  fnhes.^^Vfe  published  some  time  ago  th© 
apfount  of  an  English  captain  about  certain  Jews  in  China.  We  oonfesa 
tb^t  the  account  appeared  to.us  altogeth^  improbable,  especially  as  tbe 
B^me  of  the  reporter  was  not  stated,  whereby  it  became  impossible  to 
iuqajre  into  the  carreetnoss  of  the>  account  or  to  scrutinize  the  character  of 
the  narmtor.  Becmitly,  however,  the  Jewish  paper  appearing  at  Pest, 
m^d&^  the  title  of  Die  Neue^te  Posty  published  an  account  which  reached 
Qur,  contemporary  frpm  a  co-religipnist  cast  upon  some  region  north  of 
(S»ina.    The  account  runs  thus  :.~ 

.  "We  i^ceive  from  a  distinguished  man,  who  formerly  lived  in  Bussia 
and  wrote  several  articles  for  Hebrew  periodicals,  a  detailed  report  of  a 
portion  of  the  ten  tribes.  This  man,  compelled  by  a  sad  dispensation  to 
quit  his  countiy,  came  in  his  wanderings  to  China,  thence  he  bent  his  steps 
i^rthmard,  unjtii  he  reached  a  region  surro^inded  with  high  monntains 
cpvered  with.  perpe.t^  snow,  and  whither  a  European,  but  rm'ely  strays. 
Q^  enteripgjtbe  capital  of  the  country  a  man  wearing  aiiigh  cap  met 
Iw*  He  had  a  It^rge ,  beard,  long,  pendulous,  side  locks,  imd  was  pro^ 
^ded  with  a  cuirass  and  spear.  He  asked  the  strain^  in  broken  Hebrew 
M^thei;  he.  was  a  Jew.  And  being  answered  in  the  affirmative,  he  took 
Urn  iQ'his  hoiiSjQ  and  conversed  with  him  in  a  language  which  was  half 
Hebrew^nd  Arans^^ic.  He  told  him  that  he  was  ehief  rabbi  and  head  of 
tbjB  ten  tribes  i  that  his  name  was  Babbi  Shalom  Misrashi  Hagiladi,  being 
descended  from.,  the  family  of  Gilead  which  had  immigrated  fromBdbd. 
He  then  took  his  guest  to  the  synagogue,  in  which  there  was  assembled  a 
larg^  ^miber  of  Isfaelites.  They  were  all  armed,  «it  on  the  gronnd,  and 
"  up  their  prayers  in  a  language  which  consisted  of  Peraan,  Tartar, 
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and  Hebrew  words.  One  of  them  acted  as  prec^tor,  and  tlie  othen 
responded  with  a  dreadfid  noise.  When  the  new  comer  later  conrersed 
with  them,  he  learned  that  these  Israelites  knew  nothing  of  the  destraction, 
nay,  nothing  of  the  existence  of  the  second  temple,  having  immigrated 
into  these  distant  regions  before  the  return  of  the  Jews  from  the  Babylonian 
exile. 

The  editor  of  the  Neueitm  Pod  farther  states  that  he  has  recdyed 
simultaneously  with  a  letter,  bearing  date  November  21,  of  last  year,  also 
the  photograph  of  the  said  chief  rabbi,  and  that  he  has  been  promised  an 
extensive  and  detailed  account.  We  request  oor  contemporary  to  publish 
the  name  of  his  correspondent,  that  accurate  enqubries  might  be  made 
into  his  veracity. — Itradii. 

The  SamarUam  Peniaieuek, — ^We  copy  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  addressed  from  Jerusalem  to  the  eaitor  of  the  O^ident : — *'  I  send 
you  also  for  friendship's  sake,  a  few  leaves  of  our  literary  labours ;  namely, 
I  made  a  journey  to  the  ancient  Sichem  in  the  spring  of  1860,  in  the 
company  of  a  German,  Professor  Levisohn,  belonging  to  the  house  of 
Israel,  in  the  Eussian  service,  in  order  to  see  the  old  Sepher  Torah,  which 
was  written  by  Abishua,  the  great  grandson  of  Aaron.  We  wore  two 
weeks  in  the  house  of  the  Samaritan  priest,  Amram,  who  is  with  his 
congregation  the  custodian  of  this  sacred  book,  which  was  twice  unrolled 
before  our  eyes.  The  name  of  the  holy  scribe,  together  with  the  indi- 
cation of  the  place  and  time  of  its  production,  is  contained  in  a  kind 
of  acrostic  which  is  found  in  the  fifth  book  of  Moses  (Deuteronomy)  com- 
mencing with  the  Decalogue,  and  extends  through  two  or  three  '  Amudim* 
from  top  to  bottom.  The  writing  is  small,  so  that  there  are  on  an  average 
in  every  '  Amud'  seventy-two  lines,  and  the  whole  number  of  '  Amudim' 
is  about  one  hundred  and  ten.  The  material  is  what  we  call  pardiment, 
although  much  older  than  this  name.  In  many  places  it  is  torn,  sewed 
together,  patched,  etc,  similar  to  the  people  described  in  the  eighteenth 
chapter  of  the  prophet  Isaiah,  and  its  high  antiquity  is  clearly  indicated 
in  the  pages  and  the  writing.  The  appearance  is  black  and  dark,  and  the 
blackness  of  the  letters  runs  in  many  places  into  the  colour  of  the  material, 
or  rather  has  almost  disappeared.  Upon  the  whole,  about  the  half  is  yet 
legible.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  the  language  is  Hebrew,  and  the  writi^ 
the  ancient  Hebrew  characters.  But  there  are,  when  compared  with  our 
received  text,  very  many  and  important  variations  which  I  have  all  copied. 
The  leaves  which  I  transmit  you  with  this,  are  a  facsimile  copied  by 
myself,  from  a  very  ancient  MS.,  fbr  there  exists  many  (say  about  one 
hundred)  copies  of  the  above  named  *  Sepher  Torah ;"  this  itself  is  ex- 
hibited, not  unrolled,  only  a  few  times  every  year,  while  two  others  are 
used  for  public  reading  on  Sabbath,  etc.  There  are  altogetho*  in  Sichem 
three  of  these  scrolls,  to  wit,  the  original  of  Abishua  and  two  more  recent 
ones ;  there  are  found,  however,  as  said  already,  about  one  hundred  copies 
in  the  form  used  before  the  invention  of  the  art  of  printing.'' 
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Many  histories  of  the  Jews  have  been  written  from  the  days  of 
Josephas  to  those  of  Dean  Milman  and  Dr.  Ewald,  and  we  could 
imagine  a  superficial  observer  asking  what  need  we  have  of 
another.  To  such  a  question  we  should  simply  have  to  answer 
that  it  does  not  apply  to  the  work  of  Canon  Stanley,  which  is 
as  he  takes  care  to  say,  not  a  history,  but  lectures  upon  a  history. 
It  is  true  that  the  work  follows  a  chronological  order,  and  in* 
volves  the  statement  of  many  historic  facts^  but  it  is  rather  a 
book  from  which  a  history  may  be  inferred,  than  a  history. 
Chapters  in  the  national  Ufe  of  the  Jews  doubtless  form  the 
text  of  the  commentary  here  given  to  us,  but  these  chapters  are 
only  given  us  in  their  broad  outlines  and  some  noticeable 
features.  Whether  the  record  has  been  always  accurately  inter- 
preted,  or  its  lessons  truly  represented,  is  the  proper  task  of  the 
candid  critic,  whose  office  is  to  subject  to  criticism  the  very 
criticisms  of  an  author.  Dr.  Stanley  wishes  us  to  remember^ 
not  only  that  he  does  not  write  a  consecutive  history,  and  yet 
aims  lo  present  the  main  characters  and  events  of  the  sacred 
narrative  in  a  form  as  nearly  historical  as  the  facts  of  the  case 
will  admit,  but  also  that  his  intention  has  been  to  make  his 

•  Lectures  on  the  History  of  ihe  Jeurith  Church.  Part  I.  Abraham  to  SamueL 
By  Arthur  Penrhyn  Stanley,  D.D.,  Regius  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  History 
in  the  Uniyersity  of  Oxford,  and  Canon  of  Christ  Church.  With  Maps  and 
Plans.    Svo,  pp.  568.    London :  John  Murray.    1863. 
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lectures  strictly  "  ecclesiastical/'  It  is  the  history  of  the  Jewish 
Church,  he  says,  of  which  his  office  invited  him  to  speak.  We 
are  then  to  expect  that  special  prominence  will  be  given  to  the 
church  life  of  the  nation,  its  movements,  its  experiences,  and  its 
institutions.  All  this  is  very  good,  as  an  author  has  a  right  to 
limit  and  define  his  own  plan,  and  we  only  name  these  points  to 
shew  what  it  is  that  Canon  Stanley  really  professes  to  do  or  to 
undertake. 

There  are  one  or  two  other  matters  in  the  preface  which 
should  be  noticed,  as  it  seems  to  us,  if  only  to  shew  what  the 
author's  avowed  opinions  thereupon  actually  are.  He  recognizes 
then  the  great  importance  of  the  historical  element  in  the  Jewish 
Scriptures,  and  he  protests  against  the  elimination  of  that  ele- 
ment from  the  sacred  narrative.  We  honour  and  applaud  the 
recognition,  distinct  and  unmistakeable,  that  the  records  contain 
so  much  true  and  important  history,  and  the  resolution  to  hold 
up  that  history  as  such,  and  as  one  of  the  great  chapters  in  the 
world's  annals.  Some  modern  writers  especially  have  rendered 
very  valuable  service  in  the  same  direction,  and  it  is  a  sign  of 
actual  progress  that  it  is  so.  The  old  allegorizing  tendency  still 
lingers  in  the  popular  mind,  and  a  thousand  pulpits  are  every 
Sunday  vocal  with  those  who  "  spiritualize,"  as  they  call  it,  the 
facts  of  Scripture  history.  This  spiritualizing,  or  finding  a 
double  sense  in  every  narrative  of  the  Bible,  is  a  very  alluring 
and  a  very  easy  process,  but  it  is  fraught  with  mischief.  We 
know  that  JBsop's  fables  are  not  true,  and  we  can  enjoy  the 
*^ moral"  by  which  their  lessons  are  summed  up.  We  know 
that  the  parables  of  our  blessed  Lord  are  not  records  of  actual 
occurrences,  and  we  can  profit  by  the  lessons  of  wisdom  which 
they  indicate  or  embody.  We  equally  know  that  the  narratives 
of  Scripture  are  historical,  and  we  ought  to  stop  there  rather 
than  treat  them  like  myths  and  allegories.  The  Swedenborgian 
school,  and  many  who  repudiate  it,  seem  to  look  on  all  sacred 
history  as  a  panorama,  in  which  every  character  and  every 
occurrence  has  a  hidden  meaning  known  only  to  the  initiated, 
or  the  enlightened.  There  is  another  school,  and  one^  perhaps 
more  widely  spread,  which,  without  affirming  the  primarily 
typical  character  of  the  whole  record,  treats  it  as  such.  Others 
again  make  the  "  sound  an  echo  to  the  sense,"  and,  without  any 
regard  to  the  context,  or  to  the  primary  meaning  of  a  sentence, 
adapt  it  and  apply  it  as  they  think  proper.  Others,  again,  treat 
the  Old  Testament  narratives  and  characters  as  prophetical.  All 
these,  it  seems  to  .us,  are  in  error  and  do  harm,  and  we  say  as 
much  of  every  man^  who,  without  the  warrant  of  Holy  Scripture, 
makes  a  record  either  typical  or  prophetical.     Far  be  it  from  us 
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to  condemn  the  use  of  common  sense  in  reading  sacred  history ; 
let  historians  and  divines  go  down,  if  they  can,  to  the  hidden 
springs  and  causes  of  actions  and  occurrences ;  let  them  expound 
the  lessons  which  every  Scripture  reoord  teaches ;  let  amdogiea 
and  parallels  be  pointed  out;  and  let  everything  else  be  done 
which  can  fiairly  be  done  for  purposes  of  doctrine  and  instruction 
in  righteousness;  but  let  it  never  be  forgotten  that  the  Bible 
history  is  really  a  history.     Sober-minded  commentators  may 
find  moral   and   spiritual  lessons  in  every  page  of  Scripture, 
without  doing  violence  to  common  sense.     They  who  from  one 
point  of  view  interpret  the  Bible  as  they  would  any  other  book, 
may  from  another  point  of  view  be  compelled  to  treat  it  as  alone 
in  literature^  like  the  famed  Phoenix  among  birds.   We  thoroughly 
sympathise  with  the  language  of  Dr.  Stanley  when  he  says^ 
**  That  earliest  of  Christian  heresies— -Docetism,  or  '  phantom 
worship' — the  reluctance  to  recognize  in  sacred  subjects  their 
identity  with  our  own  flesh  and  blood,  has  at  different  periods  of 
the  Christian  Church  affected  the  view  entertained  of  the  whole 
Bible.     The  same  tendency  which  led  Philo  and  Origen,  Augus- 
tine and  Gregory  the  Great  to  see  in  the  plainest  statements 
of  the  Jewish  his^ry  a  series  oi  mystical  allegories,  in  our  own 
time  has  as  completely  closed  its  real  contents  to  a  large  part 
both  of  religious  and  irreligious  readers,  as  if  it  had  been  a 
collection   o€   fables.      Many   who   would   be    scandalized    at 
ignorance  of  the  battles  of  Salamis  or  Camnse,  know  and  care 
nothing  for  the  battles  of  Beth-horon  and  Megiddo.^'     There 
are  few,  we  trust,  remaining  among  us,  to  whom  the  two  follow- 
ing sentences  are  applicable :  "  To  search  the  Jewish  records,  as 
we  would  search  those  of  other  nations,  is  regarded  as  dangerous. 
Even  to  speak  of  any  portion  of  the  Bible  as  '  a  history,'  has 
been  described,  even  by  able  and  pious  men,  as  an  outrage  upon 
religion.''     It  is  but  fair  to  Dr.  Stanley  to  quote  one  other 
sentence  before  we  proceed.     "  In  protesting  against  this  elimi- 
nation of  the  historical  element  frcmi  the  sacred  narrative,  I 
shall  not  be  understood  as  wishing  to  efface  the  distinction 
which  good  taste,  no  less  than  reverence,  will  always  endeavour 
to  preserve  between  the  Jewish   and  other  histories."      He 
observes,  too,  that  he  has  endeavoured  to  trace  the  connexion 
between  tl^  CAd  Testament  and  the  New,  the  Jewish  and  the 
Christian  Church>  the  identity  of  pmrpose — the  constant  gravita- 
tion towards  the  greatest  of  all  events — which,  under  any  hypo- 
thesis, must  furnish  the  main  interest  of  the  history  of  Israel. 

There  is  yet  another  avowal  contained  in  the  pre&ce,  to 
which  attention  should  be  turned,  as  it  is  frequently  illustrated 
in  the  course  of  the  bodk.    '^  Discussions  of  chronology,  statistics, 
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and  physical  science ;  of  the  critical  state  of  the  diflferent  texts, 
and  the  authorship  of  the  different  portions  of  the  narrative ;  of 
the  precise  limits  to  be  drawn  between  natural  and  supernatural, 
providential  and  miraculous,  unless  in  passages  where  the  exist- 
ing documents  and  the  existing  localities  force  the  consideration 
upon  us,  I  have  usually  left  unnoticed.  The  only  exception  has 
been  in  favour  of  illustrations  from  geography.'^  With  r^ard 
to  the  rule  and  its  observance  we  may  say  a  word,  and  another 
with  regard  to  the  exception.  The  reasons  for  the  rule  are  two, 
— a  wish  not  to  introduce  distinctions  which  to  the  sacred 
writers  were  alien  and  unknown;  and  because  they  were  super- 
fluous and  inappropriate  within  the  limits  of  the  plan  laid  down 
for  the  work.  We  doubt  whether  these  reasons  are  of  equal 
weight.  Dr.  Stanley  more  than  rehearses,  he  comments  upon 
and  illustrates  the  sacred  record,  and  is  he  just  either  to  himself 
or  to  his  readers,  when  he  declines  critically  to  investigate  the 
perplexities  and  difficulties  which  he  meets  with?  To  us  it 
seems  that  he  has  often  placed  himself  in  a  false  position  by  bis 
rule;  it  has  either  harassed  bis  movements,  or  it  has  been  ill 
observed.  It  has  harassed  his  movements  when  he  has  been 
conscious  of  critical  difficulties,  and  has  yet  felt  that  he  ought 
not  to  discuss  them  because  his  plan  forbade  it.  The  conse- 
quence has  been,  that  he  has  had  to  ignore  some  highly  interest- 
ing questions,  or  to  get  beyond  them  as  best  he  might.  Then 
the  rule  has  been  ill  observed,  because  some  things  have  been 
taken  for  granted  when  elucidation  would  have  enabled  the 
author  at  least  to  state  his  reasons  for  his  conclusions.  We 
hardly  know  what  to  say  in  reference  to  the  frequent  passages 
in  which  a  difficulty  is  started,  and  passed  over,  with  the  sioaple 
intimation  that  there  is  such  a  difficulty.  One  would  have  sup- 
posed that  the  Regius  Professor  of  History  would  have  eagerly 
embraced  every  such  opportunity  in  his  prelections  before  a  body 
of  young  men,  mostly  candidates  for  holy  orders,  to  tell  them 
more, — to  tell  them  his  own  conclusions,  and  the  reasons  for 
those  conclusions.  Among  the  cases  which  occur,  we  remember 
that  of  the  exodus.  The  lecturer  says,  "  It  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive the  migration  of  a  whole  nation  under  such  circilmstances/' 
He  observes  that  ^aborde,  "  with  every  desire  of  maintaining 
the  letter  of  the  narrative,'^  reduces  the  numbers  from  six  hun- 
dred thousand  to  six  hundred  armed  men ;  while  Ewald  defends 
the  correctness  of  the  original  numbers,  illustrating  the  event 
by  the  sudden  retreat  of  four  hundred  thousand  Tartars,  under 
cover  of  a  single  night,  from  the  confines  of  Russia  to  their 
native  deserts,  as  late  as  the  close  of  the  last  century.  Then 
comes  wl^t  we  must  own  appears  to  us  a  very  unfortunate  and 
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discouraging  sentence: — ""We  may  leave  the  question  to  the 
critical  analysis  of  the  text  and  of  the  probabilities  of  the  case^ 
and  confine  ourselves  to  what  remains  equally  true  under  either 
hypothesis/'  And  what  is  this  ?  Nothing  more  than  that  those 
who  have  seen  the  start  of  great  caravans  of  pilgrims  in  the 
East,  may  form  some  notion  of  the  silence  and  order  with  which 
even  very  large  bodies  of  men  break  up  from  their  encampments 
and  set  out  on  their  journey  I  This  is  more  than  tantalizing. 
If  it  could  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  Israelites  went  out  of 
Egypt  "  armed  ;*'  nay,  if  it  could  be  admitted  that  the  exodus 
was  an  actual  event  at  all,  why  should  it  be  hinted  that  it  was 
so  utterly  uncertain  whether  the  Hebrew  men  were  six  hundred 
or  six  hundred  thousand  ?  The  best  critics  doubt  whether  the 
text  says  the  men  were  "  armed/'  but  any  tyro  in  Hebrew 
scholarship  knows  that  six  hundred  thousand  is  the  number 
given  in  the  original  document.  So  summary  a  dismissal  of  one 
of  the  great  objections  olT  what  is  called  rational  criticism,  is, 
to  our  mind,  less  to  be  approved  than  the  passing  over  it  in 
absolute  silence.  This  is  only  one  instance  of  the  false  position 
in  which  Canon  Stanley  places  himself,  by  a  rule  which  he  fears 
to  break,  and  cannot  keep. 

The  rule  under  notice  manifestly  compels  the  author  fre- 
quently to  speak  in  a  doubtful,  hesitating,  and  uncertain  tone, 
and  this  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  that  honourable  chair  which 
he  so  eloquently  fills.  It  leads  to  another  evil,  and  that  is,  to 
the  utterance  of  critical  opinions  somewhat  dogmatically  in 
appearance,  because  the  grounds  of  them  are  not  properly  laid 
open.  This  evil  looks  like  the  converse  of  the  one  previously 
named,  and  is  of  suflScient  importance  to  deserve  an  illustration, 
or  even  two.  Our  first  illustration  shall  be  from  the  account  of 
the  golden  calf,  and  the  next  from  that  of  the  lucid  and  shining 
appearance  of  the  face  of  Moses.  At  page  150  we  are  told  that 
Aaron,  in  the  absence  of  his  greater  brother,  was  shaken, — *'  He 
fi*amed  a  visible  form,  the  likeness  of  the  sacred  beast  of  Helio- 
polis,  and  proclaimed  it  as  '  the  God  which  had  brought  them 
up  from  the  land  of  Egypt.'  An  altar  rose  before  it,  like  that 
which  still  exists  beneath  the  nostrils  of  the  sphinx ;  a  three 
days'  festival  was  proclaimed,  with  all  the  licentious  rites  of 
song  and  dance  which  they  had  learned  in  Egypt."  Our  objec- 
tion to  this  passage  is  based  upon  the  quotation  it  contains  and 
its  attendant  note,  "  That  Elohim  is  singular  appears  both  from 
the  context  in  Exod.  xxxii.  4,  and  also  from  the  parallel  in  Neh. 
ix.  8."  This  note  is  not  enough.  Exod.  xxxii.  2  reads  "  Up, 
make  us  gods,  which  shall  go  before  us,"  where  the  Hebrew 
Elohim  takes  the  plural  verb  '^  shall  go ,"  verse  4  reads,  "  These 
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be  thy  gods,  O  Israel,  which  brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt/'  and  here  the  verb  and  pronoan  are  also  plural.  The 
same  construction  occurs  in  verse  8.  It  is  true  that  in  verse  5 
Aaron's  proclamation  is  "  To-morrow  is  a  feast  unto  the  Lord," 
but  are  we  justi6ed  in  concluding  that  in  this  proclamation  he 
designated  the  calf  by  the  name  of  Jehovah?  Whether  he  did 
or  not,  it  is  a  simple  fact  that  Elohim  in  verses  4  and  8  is  plural 
because  it  is  construed  with  a  plural  pronoim  and  a  plural  verb, 
Dr.  Stanley,  in  another  passage  of  dubious  character,  goes  so 
far  as  to  favour  the  polytheistic  origin  of  the  name  Elohim  as 
applied  to  the  true  God.  Our  reference  is  to  pp.  22,  23,  where, 
after  saying  that  Elohim  is  the  name  by  which  the  Deity  is 
known  throughout  the  patriarchal  or  introductory  age  of  the 
Jewish  church,  he  adds  "  Elohim  is  a  plural  noun,  though  fol- 
lowed by  a  verb  in  the  singular.  When  Eloah  (God)  was  first 
used  in  the  plural,  it  could  only  have  signified,  like  any  other 
plural,  '  many  Eloahs  f  and  such  a  plural  could  only  have  been 
formed  after  the  various  names  of  God  had  become  the  names 
of  independent  deities;  that  is,  during  a  polytheistic  stage. 
The  transition  firom  this  into  the  monotheistic  stage  could  be 
efiected  only  in  two  ways;  either  by  denying  altogether  the 
existence  of  the  Elohim,  and  changing  them  into  devils — as  was 
done  in  Persia,  or  by  taking  a  higher  view,  and  looking  upon 
them  as  so  many  names  invented  with  the  h(mest  purpose  of 
expressing  the  various  aspects  of  the  Deity,  though  in  time 
diverted  from  their  original  intention.  This  was  the  view  taken 
by  Abraham.''  Before  finishing  our  quotation,  let  us  say  that 
we  cannot  for  the  life  of  us  understand  how  polytheistic  wor- 
shippers of  Elohim  could  become  monotheistic  worshippers  of 
Elohim,  by  denying  the  existence  of  Elohim  and  changing  them 
into  devils.  Those  who  denied  the  existence  of  Elohim  or 
^^  many  Eloahs,"  could  not  at  the  same  time  change  them  into 
devils.  If  they  denied  their  existence,  they  might  become  Athe- 
ists; if  they  changed  them  into  devils,  they  might  become 
Yezidees;  but  how  their  doing  either  one  or  the  other  could 
make  them  monotheistic  worshippers  of  one  Elohim  we  do  not 
see.  To  say  the  least,  this  is  very  loosely  worded.  As  for  the 
second  point,  that  Abraham  regarded  the  Elohim  in  the  sense 
affirmed,  we  must  finish  our  quotation  ere  we  say  anything  of 
it.  "  Whatever  the  names  of  the  Elohim,"  Canon  Stanley  goes 
on  to  say,  '^worshipped  by  the  numerous  clans  of  his  race, 
Abraham  saw  that  all  the  Elohim  were  meant  for  God;  and 
thus  Elohim,  comprehending  by  one  name  everything  that  ever 
was,  or  ever  could  be,  called  divine,  because  the  name  by  which 
the  monotheistic  age  was  rightly  inaugurated :  a  plaral  conceived 
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and  construed  as  a  singular.  From  this  point  of  view  the 
Semitic  name  of  the  deity^  which  at  first  sounds  not  only  un- 
f;rammatical  but  irrational^  becomes  perfectly  clear  and  intelli- 
giUe.  It  is  at  once  the  proof  that  Monotheism  rose  on  the  ruins 
4)f  a  polytheistic  faith,  and  that  it  absorbed  and  acknowledged 
the  better  tendencies  of  that  faith." 

The  previous  passage  is  one  which  we  cannot  allow  to  pass 
unnoticed  (we  shall  return  to  Exod.  xxxii.  4  anon) ;  it  literally 
bristles  with  points  which  challenge  animadversion^  and  we  are 
only  sorry  that  we  have  not  space  for  its  full  discussion.  What 
we  may  call  the  "Jehovah,  Jove,  or  Lord"  theory,  is  very 
roimdly  asserted,  at  l^st  on  behalf  of  Abraham.  But  what 
proof  is  there  that  he  added  up  the  sum  of  his  supposed  ances- 
tral gods,  and  found  the  total  to  equal  "Elohim"  as  one 
God?  What  evidence  is  there  of  any  such  incorporation  of 
divinities  in  any  age  or  nation  ?  Does  not  all  experience  go  to 
fihew  that  nations  with  polytheistic  faiths,  divide  and  multiply 
their  gods,  and  do  not  reduce  thepi  to  one  ?  No  passage  in  the 
Bible  occurs  to  us  in  which  the  notion  is  favoured,  that  Gtentile 
gods  are  only  various  aspects  of  the  deity,  and  may  become  the 
one  Lord  when  an  Abraham  arises  to  gather  them  up  into  one, 
and  to  worship  them  as  one  with  a  plural  name.  An  apostle, 
who  is  quoted  by  our  author  in  support  of  his  view,  assures  us 
that  the  sacrifices  of  the  Gentiles  are  oflFered  unto  devils  and 
not  unto  God  (1  Cor.  x.  20,  21),  and  we  strongly  incline  to  the 
^supposition  that  this  is  more  correct.  We  must  say  further, 
thkt  if  Dr.  Stanley  means  what  we  understand  by  this  passage, 
that  is,  that  Abraham  was  not  only  the  first  to  use  the  name 
Elohim,  but  the  Father  and  founder  of  Monotheism,  we  are 
very  sorry  for  him ;  and  if  that  opinion  is  true,  we  are  very 
aorry  for  ourselves :  sorry  for  him,  because  he  must  cease  to 
regard  as  history  the  pages  which  tell  us  of  Adam,  Seth,  Enoch, 
Noah,  etc.,  the  just  men  who  "  walked  with  God ;"  sorry  for 
ourselves,  because  we  have  thus  far  believed  that  Monotheism 
was  the  primary  creed  of  the  world,  and  was  never  lost  even  for 
a  moment.  Henceforth,  it  seems,  we  must  think  that  "  Mono- 
theism rose  on  the  ruins  of  a  polytheistic  faith,  and  that  it 
sJ^sorbed  and  acknowledged  the  better  tendencies  of  that  faith/^ 
We  would  fidn  hope  that  we  are  mistaken,  and  that  Dr.  Stanley 
really  intends  something  else ;  yet,  when  we  look  at  the  mar- 
vellous beauty  and  transparency  of  almost  every  sentence  in 
this  volume,  we  feel  that  there  can  be  little  uncertainty,  and 
that  our  interpretation  is  correct.  That  we  may  not  do  the 
author  a  wrong,  we  will  add  of  the  strange  paragraph  upon 
which  we  have  been  commenting,  that  it  is  confessedly  a  sum- 
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mary  firom  Professor  Miiller^s  Semitic  Monotheism.  Bight  or 
wrongs  we  have  never  seen  an  argument  to  shake  oar  jEuth  in 
the  simple  historic  view  of  the  continuity  of  monotheistic  re- 
ligion from  the  banning  as  we  find  it  in  the  book  of  G^nesi^. 

For  a  moment  we  return  to  the  passage  in  Exod.  xxxii.  4, 
where  the  Hebrew  '^  Elohim'*  must  be  plural,  not  singular  as 
Dr.  Stanley  says,  and  as  we  see  the  Peshito  translator  rendered 
the  verse.  The  Septuagint  and  Jerome  have  rightly  retained 
the  plural :  "  Hi  sunt  dU  tui  Israel,  qui  te  eduxerunt  de  terra 
jEffypti.'*  The  passage  in  Neh.  ix.  18  (not  ix.  8)  is  certainly  in 
the  singular;  but  no  one  will  wonder  at  this  who  considers  the 
chapter — a  general  rehearsal  of  Jewish  history — in  which  exact- 
ness of  citation  was  not  to  be  looked  for.  We  do  not  think  the 
Begins  Professor  would  appeal  to  such  an  allusion  as  a  proof 
text  for  a  disputed  reading ;  nor  that,  on  reflection,  he  would 
quote  it  to  justify  an  alteration  in  an  undisputed  text. 

The  rule  to  waive  critical  discussions,  leads  to  the  assertion 
of  critical  opinions  for  which  no  sufficient  reasons  are  assigned. 
The  word  "  Elohim  '*  is  not  the  only  case  to  which  we  may 
appeal  in  illustration,  and  we  therefore  append  another  which 
will  serve  the  same  parpose.  In  Exod.  xxxiv.  29 — 35,  we  have 
the  account  of  Moses  when  he  came  down  from  Mount  Sinai, 
and  we  are  told  that  his  face  shone.  Our  author  says,  ^'  It  was 
on  his  final  descent  from  Mount  Sinai,  after  his  second  long 
seclusion,  that  a  splendour  shone  on  his  face  as  if  from  the  glory 
of  the  Divine  Presence ;  which  gradually  faded  away  till,  con- 
cealing  its  extinction  by  a  veil,  he  returned  to  the  Divine  Pre- 
sence, once  more  to  rekindle  it  there.'^  A  note  reminds  us  that 
^^  in  the  English,  and  most  Protestant  translations,  Moses  is  said 
to  wear  a  veil  in  order  to  hide  the  splendour."  In  support  of 
his  own  view  reference  is  made  to  the  LXX.  and  Vulgate,  and  to 
the  Hebrew  original.  Now  the  English  version  of  Exod.  xxxiv. 
33,  is  certainly  indefensible,  "  And  till  Moses  had  done  speaking 
with  them  he  put  a  veil  on  his  face  -/'  but  we  venture  to  doubt 
whether  either  Hebrew,  Greek,  or  Latin  would  suggest  to  an 
ordinary  reader  that  Moses  put  on  the  veil  to  hide  the  vanishing 
away  of  the  splendour.  Dr.  Stanley  has  no  such  doubts,  and 
more  than  that,  he  believes  St.  Paul  was  of  the  same  opinion, 
and  teaches  us  that  Moses  put  on  the  veil  not  to  cover  up  the 
glory,  but  to  hide  the  loss  of  it.  But  surely  when  a  criticism 
so  contrary  to  the  ordinary  view  is  adopted,  especially  before 
such  an  audience,  it  ought  to  be  defended  by  reasons  which  are 
proved  to  be  reasons.  We  know  how  2  Cor.  iii.  13  might  be 
pressed  into  this  service,  as  by  saying  that  Moses  put  a  veil 
upon  his  face  in  order  that  the  Israelites  might  not  see  the  end 
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of  the  glory  which  had  passed  away ;  hut  we  do  not  fancy  it 
would  be  very  difficult  to  shew  that  such  an  explanation  is  con- 
trary to  the  grammar  and  the  whole  chapter. 

Other  cases  will  present  themselves  in  abundance^  to  shew 
the  difficulties  brought  on  by  attempting  to  carry  out  an  imprac- 
ticable rule.     If  not  impracticable^  it  is  untractable,  and,  "  like  a 
bullock  unaccustomed  to  the  yoke/'  it  kicks  and  starts  aside. 
The  reiterated  attempts  which  are  made  to  humour  it  do  little 
good,  and  we  confess  that  the  only  device  we  see  for  avoiding 
trouble  hereafter,  is  to  take  it  at  once.     What  we  mean  is  this  : 
that  to  prevent  being  misunderstood  by  the  general  reader,  and 
to  justify  opinions  adopted,   a  much  larger  space  should   be 
assigned  to  criticism  in  the  notes.     When  an  author  incorpo- 
rates into  his  work  novel  and  startling,  if  not  strongly  disputed, 
interpretations,  it  is  not  enough  for  him  to  refer,  in  a  note,  to  a 
text,  or  a  version,  or  a  brother  author.     The  text  may  not  be 
clear,  the  version  may  be  erroneous,  and  the  brother  author  may 
not  be  accessible.     A  commentary  upon  the  Jewish  church,  and 
its  history,  can  only  be  safely  based  upon  the  Bible,  and  must 
involve  a  large  amount  of  criticism.     To  say,  "  I  will  not  discuss 
critical,  chronolc^cal  or  scientific  matters,*'  is  easy,  and  it  seems 
like  an  admirable  way  to  escape  from  difficulty.     This  it  un- 
questionably does  in  the  composition  of  the  work,  but  it  may  be 
the  means  of  treasuring  up  stores  of  critical  materials,  and 
weakening  the  power  of  a  book  for  all  time  to  come.     Envious 
and  captious  reviewers,  those  modern  giants  Pope  and  Pagan, 
who  sit  and  watch  for  unsuspecting  literary  pilgrims,  roar  with 
delight  when   they  see  a  book  like  this  of  Canon  Stanley's, 
Every  page  of  it  will  be  redolent  of  heresy,  every  paragraph  a 
shallow  brook  that  bubbles  oil,  the  whole  of  it  a  compound  of 
error  and   presumption.      In  their  eyes,   excellencies  will  be 
defects,  and,  proceeding  on  the  "  no  dealing  with  the  Samari- 
tans "  principle,  the  volume  will  be  condemned  altogether.    Far 
be  it  from  us  to  imitate  these  green-eyed  monsters,  and  to  find 
no  good  in   such  books  as   the  volume  now  before  us.     Its 
beauty  alone  ought  to  command  respectful  recognition ;  and  if 
"  a  thing  of  beauty  is  a  joy  for  ever,"  this  work  will  always  cause 
pleasure  to  those  who  can  appreciate  the  charms  and  graces  of 
literary  composition.     There  is  in  the  volume  much  more  than 
this  to  secure  our  approval  and  excite  our  admiration,  as,  for 
example,  the  numerous  descriptions  of  localities  and  events,  and 
the  altogether  frank  and  generous  tone  which  pervades  it.     But 
these  are  aspects  in  which  it  will  be  viewed  by  the  many  who 
will  read  it,   and,   therefore,   we   shall  dwell  less  upon  them, 
although  we  could  easily  make  them  the  basis  of  a  panegyric. 
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Inasmach^  however,  as  our  object  is  not  so  much  to  praise  or  to 
blame,  as  to  make  a  few  notes  upon  some  noteworthy  details  and 
special  features,  we  shall  proceed  to  consider  some  other  pointe, 
and,  first  of  all,  the  acknowledged  exception  to  the  leading  rule> 
of  which  we  have  spoken.     That  exception  is  in  favour  of  illus- 
trations from  geography.     We  have  always  admired  the  Sinai 
and  Palestine  of  our  author;  and,  much  as  we  demur  from  some 
of  its  conclusions,  we  cannot  but  think  it  one  of  the  most  charm- 
ing and  instructive  books  ever  written  upon  its  subject.      Of  thai 
volume,  abundant  use  has  been  made  in  this,  and  to  it  freque 
additions  have  been  made.     Ever  and  anon,  we  come  upon  som 
panoramic  view  of  scenes  in  Biblical  history,  so  vivid   and  so 
transparent,  that  we  almost  seem  to  see  the  places,   and  the 
transactions  which  stand  connected  with  them.     It  is  only  when 
the  author's  imagination  finds  in  these  scenes  peculiar  explana- 
tions of  the  sacred  history,  that  we  experience  a  diminution  of 
our  pleasure.     Thus,  for  example,  when,  after  a  graphic  sentence 
or  two  descriptive  of  Bethel,  in  connexion  with  Jacob's  dream, 
we  read  :  "  In  the  visions  of  the  night,  the  rough  stones  formed 
themselves  into  a  vast  staircase,  reaching  into  the  depth  of  the 
wide  and  open  sky,  which,  without  any  interruption  of  tent  or 
tree,  was  stretched  over  the  sleeper^s  head,''  we  ask  ourselves  if 
this  is  true.     In  Genesis  xxviii.  12,  we  merely  read  :  "  And  he 
dreamed;  and,  behold  !  a  ladder  set  upon  the  earth,  and  the 
top  of  it  reached  to  heaven ;  and,  behold !  the  angels  of  God 
ascending  and  descending  on  it.''     It  is  hard  to  see  what  the 
isolated  fragments  of  rock  that  were  thwe  could  have  to  do  with 
the  particular  form  of  Jacob's  dream.     Our  far  inferior  acquaint- 
ance with  Scripture  geography  does   not  often   permit  us  to 
correct  or  alter  the  statements  and  arguments  here  advanced. 
A  single  instance  occurs  to  us  at  this  moment.     In  the  Appen- 
dix I.,  at  page  477,  the  true  site  of  Haran  is  enquired  into. 
Canon  Stanley  says  :  "  Till  within  the  last  year,  the  identity  of 
the  patriarchal  Haran,  with  that  in  the  north  of  Mesopotamia, 
had  never  been  doubted."     The  doubts  referred  to,  are  those 
of  Dr.   Beke,  who  has  urged  the  claims .  of  a   village   near 
Damascus.      The  statement  is  hardly  exact,  for  in  an  ^^  Essay 
on  Bashan,"  by  C.  C.  Graham,  in  the  volume  of  Cambridge 
Essays,  for  1858,  p.  137,  the  question  is  raised.     Mr.    Gra- 
ham expresses  the  opinion  that  the  traditional  site  of  Haran 
is  wrong,  and  that  it  ought  to  be  looked  for  near  Damascus. 
It  is  singular  that  Dr.  Stanley,  who  quotes  the  essay,  8lH)uld 
have  overlooked  this  circumstance.     We  mention  it,  sdthou^ 
we  do  not  agree  with  Dr.  Beke,  to  shew  that  that  gentleman 
is  not  the  first  who  has  entertained  a  similar  opinion.     Dr. 
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Beke  thinks  Milton  did  not  hold  the  common  belief^  bat  the 
passage  he  quotes  is  obscure. 

There  is  no  particular  necessity  for  our  saying  more  about 
the  topographical  and  geographical  discussions  and  illustrations^ 
save  to  remark  that  we  feel  much  obliged  to  the  author  for 
making  an  exception  to  his  rule  in  their  favour.  It  is  the 
unavowed  exceptions  which  rather  require  observation,  and  the 
cases  in  which  the  strongly  debated  criticisms  of  others  are 
jjfKiAj  adopted  with  references  to  the  authors  of  them.  Nor  do 
*mk  we  can  render  a  better  service  to  our  readers,  than  by 
i^ing  a  little  at  some  of  the  passages  which  we  have  in  mina. 
^o  examine  them  all  would  be  a  lengthy  task,  and  it  is  not 
necessary,  because  a  few  specimens  will  shew  to  what  kind  of 
criticism  the  work  is  liable.  Some  have  already  been  indicated ; 
and  now,  simply  following  the  order  they  occupy  in  the  volume, 
we  shall  pay  attention  to  a  few  more.  We  do  this,  not  only  for 
reasons  already  given,  but  because  we  thiuk  the  kind  and  amiable 
soul  of  Canon  Stanley  has  too  generously  conceded,  in  many 
cases,  to  those  who  can  hardly  be  said  to  represent  a  believing 
criticism,  too  much  weight  and  authority.  The  critical  writers 
whom  he  quotes  are  not  many,  and  they  are  usually  men  of 
deserved  reputation ;  but  it  is  quite  clear  that  their  theological 
standpoint  is  by  no  means  always  that  of  orthodoxy. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  turn  again  to  the  beginning  of 
the  book,  and  there,  in  the  introduction,  we  find  something 
about  special  authorities,  upon  which  we  must  make  a  note. 

"Of  conrse,''  says  Dr.  Stanley,  "the  main  bulk  of  the 
authorities  is  to  be  found  in  the  canonical  books  of  the  Hebrew 
Scriptures.  It  has  been  at  various  times  supposed  that  the 
Books  of  Moses,  Joshua,  and  Samuel,  were  all  written  in  their 
present  form  by  those  whose  names  they  bear.  This  notion, 
however,  has  been  in  former  ages  disputed,  both  by  Jewish  and 
Christian  theologians,  and  is  now  rejected  by  almost  all  scholars. 
It  has  no  foundation  in  the  sevend  books  themselves,  and  is 
contradicted  by  the  strong  internal  evidence  of  their  contents. 
To  determine  accurately  the  authorship  and  the  dates  of  these 
and  the  other  sacred  writings  is  a  question  belonging  to  the  same 
Biblical  criticism,  which  has  thus  modified  the  opinion  just  men- 
tioned ;  and  to  those  who  are  called  to  enter  into  the  details  of 
such  inquiries  I  gladly  leave  the  solution  of  this  problem.'' 

Whatever  else  the  learned  Professor  means  by  these  sentences, 
he  must  mean  that  he  does  not  receive  the  Mosaic  authorship  of 
the  Pentateuch,  any  more  than  he  believes  that  Joshua  and 
Samuel  wrote  the  books  which  bear  their  names.  We  are  sorry 
to  find  him  mixing  up  together  questions  so  different  as  the 
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authorship  of  the  Books  of  Moses  and  of  Samuel.     We  observe 
the  same  absence  of  minute  discrimination  in  the  manner  in 
which  he  speaks  of  the  books  '4n  their  present  form/'     If  this 
is  literally  what  is  intended^  we  have  not  much  to  say,  because 
we  happen  to  think  it  very  probable  that  Moses  did  not  write 
the  account  of  his  own  death  and  burial;  but,  unfortunately, 
we  suppose,  we  believe  that  Moses  gave  us  the  Pentateuch  sub- 
stantially as  we  have  it.     That  he  may  have  made  use  of  exist- 
ing materials  we  admit,  as  also  that  sundry  explanatory  clauses 
have  been  inserted  since  his  time,  but  beyond  this  we  dare  not 
go,  and  do  not  wish  to  go.     Right  or  wrong,  we  flatter  ourselves 
that  herein  there  are  many  scholars  who  agree  with  us.      As  it 
regards  the  Books  of  Joshua  and  Samuel,  the  case  is  diflferent, 
and  the  question  is  a  much  more  open  one.     So  much  has  of 
late  been  written  in  defence  of  the  Mosaic  authorship  of  the 
Pentateuch  that  we  wonder  to  hear  Canon  Stanley  speak  as  he 
does.     Equally  do  we  wonder  to  hear  him  classing  "  the  other 
sacred  writings"  under  the  same  category,  and  telling  us  it 
belongs  to  Biblical  criticism  to  determine  their  authorship  ns 
well  as  their  date.     To  us  it  seems  that  the  authorship  of  many 
of  the  books  belongs  to  the  domain  of  historical  fact,  and  that 
criticism  is  no  more  in  a  position  to  decide  it,  or  required  to 
decide  it,  than  to  determine  whether  Canon  Stanley  wrote  these 
Lectures  on  the  Jewish   Church ;  or  that   Livy   and   Tacitus, 
Thucydides  and  Herodotus,  wrote  the  books  which  bear  their 
names.     There  is,  of  course,  certain  internal  evidence  which 
bears  upon  the  asserted  age  and  country  of  a  book,  and  by 
which  traditional  and  historical  testimony  is  estimated.     Where 
all  these  agree  no  question  is  raised.   But,  after  all,  the  evidence 
upon  which  we  receive  the  authorship  of  many  of  the  sacred 
books  is  mainly,  and,  perhaps,  exclusively  historical  or  tradi- 
tional. 

At  pages  44 — 46,  we  have  an  account  of  the  interview  of 
Abraham  with  Melchizedek,  the  priest  of  the  Most  High  Grod. 
Now  it  is  very  apparent  from  this  account  that  Melchizedek  was 
a  Monotheist,  a  worshipper  of  the  one  true  God,  and  we  do  not 
see  how  the  author  can  reconcile  it  with  what  he  has  already 
said  of  Abraham  as  the  founder  of  Monotheism.  Rather  should 
we  be  inclined  to  regard  this  mysterious  person  as  one  in  which 
the  primeval  Monotheism  still  survived  amid  the  general  defec- 
tion to  Polytheism.  Abraham  held  on  to  the  ancient  creed,  and 
found  in  Melchizedek  one  of  like  faith  with  himself.  In  fact 
Dr.  Stanley  goes  further,  for  in  allusion  to  the  worship  still 
celebrated  upon  Mount  Gerizim,  and  to  the  tradition  that 
Melchizedek   ministered  there,   says,  "What  is  now  the  last 
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relic  of  a  local  and  exhausted^  though  yet  venerable,  religion, 
was  in   those  patriarchal   times  the  expression  of  a  wide  all- 
embracing  worship,  which  comprehended  within  its  range  the 
ancient  chiefs  of  Canaan  and  the  founder  of  the  chosen  people/' 
We  do   not  ask  for  more  than  this,  but  we  cannot  reconcile  it 
with  the  previous  statement.     True,  the  name  by  which  Mel- 
chizedek  calls  God  is  not  Elohim,  yet  the  diflSculty  remains, 
because  this  first  recorded  priest  worshipped  the  God  of  Abraham. 
'^  In  considering  the  story  of  Israel  in  Egypt,''  observes  Dr. 
Stanley,    p.  81,  *'two  complicated  questions  arise.     The  first 
refers  to  the  relation  of  Israel  to  the  dynasty  of  the  Hyksos,  or 
shepherd  kings,  of  whom  we  read  in  Mauetho.     Were  they  the 
same  ?     Or  if  different,  did   the  shepherd  kings   precede,   or 
accompany,  or  succeed,  the  settlement  of  the  Israelites?     The 
second  question,  partly  dependent  on  the  first,  refers  to  the 
length  of  the  period  of  the  Israelite  settlement.     Was  it  two 
hundred  and  fifteen  years  (according  to  the  Septuagint),  or  four 
hundred  and  thirty  years  (according  to  the  Hebrew),  or  a  thou- 
sand years  according  to  the  computation  of  Egyptian  chronology. 
We  need  not  enter  on  any  detailed  answer.     Not  only  are  the 
present  materials  too  conflicting  and  too  scanty  to  justify  any 
certain  conclusion,  but  there  is,  we  may  trust,  a  reasonable 
prospect  that  any  conclusion  now.  formed  may  be  modified  or 
reversed  by  fresh  discoveries  in  Egyptian  investigations."     Con- 
cerning the  Hyksos  we  have  nothing  to  say,  but  we  must  object 
to  the  mixing  up  of  this  question  with  the  other  in  the  quotation. 
How  long  were  the  Israelites  in  Egypt  ?  is  a  question  which  is 
differently  answered  on  Biblical  grounds,  and  Dr.  Stanley  cites 
a  number  of  texts  as  arguments  for  the  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
and  the  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  respectively,  the  thousand 
years  of  certain  Egyptologers  he  is  content  to  mention.     So  far 
well ;  but  why  among  his  arguments  for  the  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  years,  does  he  put  the  vague  expression  of  Exod.  xiii.  18, 
where  the  LXX.  read  "in  the  fifth  generation?"     Why  among 
the  arguments  for  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  does  he  put 
"  six  hundred  thousand  fighting  men  ?"    Men  able  to  bear  arms, 
and  fighting  men,  are  not  necessarily  the  same ;  and  besides  his 
"fighting  men"  and  his  "fifth  generation,"  both  represent  one 
and  the  same  Hebrew  verse,  and  the  same  word  in  it.     We  will 
say  no  more  of  the  arguments,  but  we  beg  the  reader  to  look 
again  at  the  last  sentence  of  our  extract,  and  say  whether,  so  far 
as  it  is  intelligible,  it  is  a  just  verdict.     What  is  meant  by  the 
closing  words,  we  have  failed  to  discover :  "  There  is,  we  may 
trust,  a  reasonable  prospect  that  any  conclusion  now  formed  may 
be  modified  or  reversed  by  fresh  discoveries  in  Egyptian  inves- 
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tigations/'  The  only  idea  which  seems  to  glimmer  through  this 
mysterious  oracle  is^  that  Canon  Stanley  trusts  our  conclusions 
respecting  the  question  before  him  may  be  modified  or  reyersed 
by  arguments  yet  to  be  discovered  by  the  Egyptologers.  Great 
as  is  our  sense  of  the  importance  of  Egyptian  monuments^  if  an 
inscription  were  to  be  found  to-morrow  saying  that  Israel  was  a 
thousand  years  in  Egypt,  we  could  not  reject  the  sacred  text  in 
its  favour.  At  present  the  Bible  so  speaks  that  there  is  some 
doubt  as  to  the  real  number  of  years^  but  a  child  may  see  that 
that  number  is  either  two  hundred  and  fifteen  or  four  hundred 
and  thirty ;  hence  it  is  that  some  have  adopted  one  and  some 
the  other,  but  on  Biblical  grounds  no  third  view  is  possible,  and 
why  should  it  be  wished  for  on  any  other  ? 

We  observe  in  passing  that  we  are  glad  to  see  that  Canon 
Stanley,  in  alluding  to  the  tombs  of  Beni  Hassan,  rejects  the 
notion  so  strangely  and  tenaciously  held,  that  a  procession  de- 
picted there  is  intended  to  record  the  presentation  of  Joseph's 
brethren  to  Pharaoh. 

Dr.  Stanley  quotes  Lev.  xxiii.  40,  in  the  following  sentence 
at  p.  124,  "  The  feast  of  tabernacles,  or  Succoth,  was  a  feast  not 
of  tents,  but  of  huts  woven  together  from  '  the  boughs  of  goodly 
trees,  branches  of  palm  trees,  and  the  boughs  of  thick  trees, 
and  willows  of  the  brook,'  that  ^all  their  generations  might 
know  that  the  Lord  made  the  children  of  Israel  to  dwell  in 
booths  when  he  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt/ ''  Dr. 
Benisch,  in  his  reply  to  Bishop  Colenso,  says,  at  p.  22,  ^'  The 
original  does  not  speak  of  '  boughs,'  but  of  ^  the  fruit  of  goodly 
trees.' "  The  Bishop  simply  neglected  to  consult  the  Hebrew, 
or  he  would  have  seen  his  error.  Benisch,  in  his  version,  trans- 
lates, *'  And  ye  shall  take  you  on  the  first  day  the  fruit  of  the 
tree  hadar'^  This  alone  is  sufficient  to  shew  that  the  lawgiver 
did  not  point  out  these  vegetables  as  the  materials  for  the  con- 
struction of  booths,  but  for  quite  a  different  purpose.  "  What 
this  purpose  was,  the  Bishop  can  to  this  day  see  in  every 
synagogue  throughout  the  world  during  the  feast  of  taber- 
nacles. With  the  four  vegetable  productions  in  their  hands, 
as  mentioned  in  the  text,  the  Israelites  of  this  day  rejoice  before 
the  Eternal  their  God  seven  days,  just  as  their  ancestors  did 
in  the  temple  of  old."  From  this  we  gather  that  the  Jews 
regard  the  feast  of  tabernacles  as  rightly  observed,  not  by  dwell- 
ing in  booths  or  huts,  but  by  taking  boughs  and  fruit  for  flowera 
into  their  hands,  and  by  other  ceremonies  commemorating  the 
occasion  of  its  institution.  The  modern  Jewish  view  might  at 
least  have  been  noticed,  and  the  unusual  rendering  "boughs"  of 
a  Hebrew  word  regularly  signifying  "fruit"  or  "produce."    We 
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do  not  say  that  Dr.  Stanley  is  absolutely  wrong  in  his  conclu- 
sion, but  the  mention  of  the  feast  of  tabernacles  seems  to  be  an 
opportunity  for  that  critical  research  which  he  has  been  so  un- 
willing to  undertake. 

In  a  note  to  a  passage  at  p.  133,  where  the  author  says, 
''The  books  of  Moses  are  so  called  (as  afterwards  the  books  of 
Samuel),  in  all  probability,  from  his  being  the  chief  subject  of 
them,^'  etc.,  he  remarks,  "  even  as  applied  to  tessellated,'^  "  there 
is  some  probability  that  the  expression  is  derived  from  the  varie- 
gated pavement  of  the  later  temple,  which  had  then  become  the 
representative  of  the  religion  of  Moses/'  We  cannot  refer  to 
the  essay  of  Redslob,  to  which  reference  is  made,  but  we  really 
cannot  understand  how  Canon  Stanley  could  adopt  such  an 
etymology.  Far  more  likely  seems  to  us  the  derivation  from 
the  word  Damascus,  or  damask^  a  word  still  used  of  certain 
ornamented  or  variegated  objects,  and  which  a  comparatively 
ignorant  and  careless  age  might  distort  into  Mosaic. 

There  is  a  graphic  account  of  Balaam,  in  the  course  of 
which  (p.  193)  we  have  another  of  the  passages  which  we  have 
already  com^dained  of.  ''It  has  been  often  debated,  and  no 
evidence  now  remains  to  prove  at  what  precise  time  this  grandest 
of  all  its  episodes  was  introduced  into  the  Mosaic  narrative. 
But,  however  this  may  be  determined,  the  magnificence  of  the 
vision  remains  untouched ;  and  it  stands  in  the  sacred  record, 
the  first  example  of  the  prophetic  utterances  respecting  the 
world  at  large ;  founded,  like  idl  such  utterances,  on  the  objects 
immediately  in  the  range  of  the  vision  of  the  seer,  but  including 
within  their  sweep  a  vast  prospect  beyond.''  Again,  p.  194, 
"We  need  not  here  discuss  the  vexed  question  of  the  precise 
time  when  the  book  of  Deuteronomy  assumed  its  present  form.'* 
It  is  but  fair  to  add,  that  here  the  author  refers,  in  a  note,  to 
the  opinion  that  Moses  wrote  the  account  of  his  own  death  and 
burial,  as  an  example  of  interpretation  now  entirely  superseded. 
He  also  observes  in  the  text  that  parts  at  least  of  Deuteronomy 
have  every  appearance  of  belonging  to  that  stage  of  the  history 
and  to  no  other. 

Occasionally  we  have  examples  of  what  has  been  called  the 
"  art  of  sinking."  Such,  we  think,  is  the  description  of  Sinai  at 
the  giving  c^  the  law  (p.  148,  149,  and  note  2).  Such  seems  to 
be  the  foUowing  sentence  (p.  214),  "The  Ammonites  carried  off 
as  th^r  trophy  the  '  iron  bedstead '  (perhaps  the  basaltic  coffin, 
like  that  of  Esmanaaar  recently  found  at  Sidon)  of  the  gigantic 
Og." 

Another  unsatisfactory  passage  occurs  at  p.  215,  where  we 
read,  "  Whether  the  settlement  of  the  eastern  territory  of  Pales- 
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tine  was  accomplished^  as  the  book  of  Nambers  woald  lead  ns  to 
infer,  within  a  few  months,  or,  as  the  books  of  Joshua  and  Judges 
would  imply,  in  a  period  extending  over  many  years^  must  be 
left  uncertain/'  Now  if  there  is  so  great  a  discrepancy  on  the 
surface  of  the  inspired  record,  why  not  try  and  investigate  it? 

The  account  of  the  fall  of  Jericho  will  fail  to  please  many, 
but  we  must  simply  refer  to  it  (pp.  233,  234).  At  page  241  the 
Book  of  Jasher  is  called  ''  one  of  the  lost  books  of  the  original 
canon  of  the  Jewish  church/'  The  standing  still  of  the  sun  in 
Joshua  is  discussed  (pp.  245 — ^249),  but  in  too  vague  and  shadowy 
a  manner.  The  author  seems  to  believe  that  the  language  em- 
ployed in  the  Book  of  Joshua  is  poetical  and  fignrative.  Oar 
taste  may  be  rather  peculiar,  and  we  may  be  over  fastidious,  but 
we  very  decidedly  like  plain  speaking,  and  this  is  why  we  so 
often  object  to  the  phraseology  of  the  eloquent  Begins  Professor. 
Upon  the  page  where  the  remarks  upon  the  sun  miracle  are 
introduced  we  have  this  sentence  concerning  the  same  period, 
"  It  is  probable,  indeed,  from  what  follows,  either  that  the  sub- 
jugation and  destruction  were  less  complete  than  this  narrative 
would  imply,  or  that  the  deeds  of  Joshua's  companions  and 
successors  are  here  ascribed  to  himself  and  to  this  time."  Here 
we  have  language  which  is  plain  enough,  but  is  it  consistent  with 
thoroughness  to  suggest  historical  inaccuracy,  and  not  try  to 
prove  it  as  well?  The  little  note  at  the  foot  of  the  page  does 
not  answer  our  question.  If  we  speak  out  our  mind,  we  wish  to 
do  it  respectfully,  and  because  we  regard  it  as  a  duty,  and  be- 
cause, in  the  noble  words  of  Kepler  which  Dr.  Stanley  quotes, 
where  after  naming  many  whom  he  calls  "sacred,"  he  adds, 
"To  me  more  sacred  than  all  these  is  truth."  We  are  only 
truthful  when  we  say  that  where  difficulties  of  a  certain  kind 
occur  in  the  volume  before  us,  we  are  seldom  satisfied  with  the 
treatment  of  them.  We  are  no  less  truthful  in  saying,  that 
although  we  have  not  cited  anything  like  all  the  passages  we  do 
not  approve,  we  have  been  instructed  and  delighted  with  the 
mass  of  the  book.  It  has  been  a  real  treat  to  us,  and  a  relief 
after  the  heavy  and  ponderous  style  of  some  authors  whom  we 
have  lately  read.  Where  there  is  so  mnch  to  approve  it  seems 
hardly  right,  perhaps,  to  confine  our  notes  to  objections,  almost 
altogether;  but  in  these  days  of  sharp  and  earnest  criticism,  it 
seemed  as  well  that  a  friendly  hand  should  do  this  through  an 
organ  which  is  less  theological  than  critical,  and  which  speaks 
to  such  as  can  estimate  the  value  of  what  is  said. 
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ISAIAH  ZVni.,  TEANSLATION  AND  NOTES. 

The  eighteenth  chapter  of  Isaiah  has  long  been  a  crux  inter* 
pretum,  and  has  exercised  to  very  little  purpose  the  wits  of  a 
host  of  commentators.  The  general  bias  has  been  towards  a 
mystic  interpretation.  Either  disdaining  the  letter,  as  beneath 
the  notice  of  a  spiritual  man,  or  despairing  the  discovery  of  any 
satisfactory  literal  sense,  writers  of  this  class  have  thrown  all 
into  the  regions  of  fancy,  and  wasted  their  time  and  the  patience 
of  their  readers  in  speculations  on  the  object  of  the  passage  as  a 
yet  unfulfilled  prophecy.  Yet  there  are  not  wanting  a  few  traces, 
even  among  the  fathers,  of  a  common-sense  view  of  the  matter ; 
and  building  on  these  as  a  foundation,  we  propose  to  shew  that 
the  prophecy  long  since  received  its  full  literal  accomplishment. 
And  indeed  we  very  much  doubt  whether  we  are  justified  in 
looking  for  any  other.  Certain  it  is,  that  we  shall  be  groping 
in  the  dark,  if  we  speculate  on  any  secondary  interpretation 
before  we  have  first  firmly  established  the  primary. 

At  the  head  of  the  mystical  interpreters  stand  Eusebius 
(315)  and  Jerome  (390).  For  though  these  fathers  do  seem  to 
have  acknowledged  some  little  literal  reference  (and  this  they 
take  to  be  to  Egypt),  yet  they  go  oflF  on  their  favourite  hobby, 
and  make  us  either  smile  or  sigh  at  their  mysticism.  Jerome 
inconsistently  blames  Eusebius  for  this.  But  he  himself  tells 
us  that  the  winged  cymbal,  as  he  translates  tsiltsal  kenaphaim, 
is  the  heresies  of  the  Christian  Church,  no  better  than  a  tink- 
ling cymbal  (1  Cor.  xiii.  1).  Beyond  the  rivers  of  Ethiopia 
means,  surpassing  all  men  in  impiety.  The  boats  of  the  heretics 
are  paper  boats,  and  of  equal  durability.  And  so  on  through 
tlxe  whole  chapter. 

Ashamed  of  such  rubbish,  modern  commentators  of  this 
school  have  generally  taken  refuge  in  generalities,  and  been  con- 
tent with  telling  us  that  the  whole  chapter  relates  to  "  Anti- 
christ.^^ If  they  go  no  further  than  this  they  are  tolerably  safe 
from  refutation :  now  and  then,  however,  a  bolder  spirit  will 
venture  on  a  more  definite  application,  only  to  suffer  a  total 
discomfiture.  About  the  end  of  the  last  century,  Edward  King, 
a  man  of  some  repute  for  learning  and  piety,  and  for  some  years 
President  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries,  shocked  at  the  enor- 
mities of  the  French  Revolution,  published  two  tracts,*  in  which 
he  referred  many  prophecies  to  the  events  then  passing ;  and, 

•  Our  copy  is  entitled,  Bemarks  on  the  JSigns  of  the  Times.     Second  Edition. 
London  :  1798.    4to.     It  was  followed  by  A  Supplement  to  the  Remarks  on  the 
Signs  of  the  Times^  with  many  additional  remarks.    London :  Feb.,  1799.   4to. 
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among  others^  our  present  chapter.  This  particular  reference 
drew  forth  an  answer  from  Samuel  Horsley,  Bishop  of  Rochester, 
who,  in  a  tract*  of  no  great  critical  learning,  but  some  common 
sense,  shewed  the  impossibility  that  France  should  be  '^  the  land 
overshadowing  with  wings,"  as  held  by  Kling.  It  was  only  na- 
tural that  Horsley,  with  his  well-known  bias,  while  he  condemned 
King's  vagaries,  should  continue  to  refer  the  whole  to  *^  Anti- 
Christ/'  Blinded  by  this  prejudice,  he  has  not  taken  much 
pains  to  develope  the  literal  interpretation  of  the  passage. 

Iti  our  own  day,  and  under  somewhat  similar  circumstances 
of  excitement  from  passing  events,  one  or  two  persons  have 
maintained  that  "  the  land  overshadowing  with  wings,''  in  this 
prophecy,  is  no  other  than  our  own  country  \^  The  marvellous 
absurdity  of  placing  England  "  beyond  the  rivers  of  Gush,"  and 
of  crossing  the  Straits  of  Dover  in  "  vessels  of  bulrushes,"  seems 
to  be  no  obstacle  to  these  gentlemen.  Their  notions  are  not 
worth  the  trouble  of  a  serious  refutation ;  and  we  shall  waste  no 
time  upon  them,  but  proceed  to  shew  that  there  always  was  a 
more  sane  view  of  the  meaning  of  the  chapter. 

I.  Jerome  (390),  befoi^e  he  goes  oflF  into  the  mystical  non- 
sense above  mentioned,  gives  his  ideas  of  the  literal  meaning. 
The  land,  he  says,  is  Egypt,  which  sends  ambassadors  in  boats 
of  papyrus  to  the  Jews,  the  people  scattered  and  peeled,  pro- 
mising them  help  against  Nebuchadnezzar  (?) ;  but  in  vain,  for 
a  great  destruction  (ver.  5,  6)  shall  fall  upon  Egypt,  terrified  by 
which,  Israel  shall  henceforth  trust  in  the  Lord  only  (ver.  7). 
This  opinion  has  been  adopted  by  many,  both  ancient  and  mo- 
dem commentators.  But  it  is  sufficient  refutation  to  say  that 
Egypt  was  not  beyond  the  rivers  of  Ethiojiia,  and  that  boats  of 
papyrus  could  never  have  made  the  voyage  to  any  part  of  Pales- 
tine, even  supposing  the  ordinary  communication  to  have  been 
by  sea,  which  it  certainly  was  not. 

II.  Procopius  of  Gaza  (520),  in  his  Commentary  on  Isaiah, 
gives  the  preceding  as  the  view  of  some  who  had  gone  before 
him,  except  that  he  makes  the  Egyptians  the  nation  scattered 
and  peeled.  But  he  has  mixed  up  with  this  another  reference, 
which  made  the  Assyrians  under  Sennacherib  the  suffered  at 
the  great  disaster  indicated  in  ver.  5,  6.  He  had  perhaps  bor- 
rowed this  from  I'heodoret''  (425),  who  held  that  the  pedple 
trodden  down  were  the  Israelites ;  the  wasting  rivers,  the  Assy- 

*  Horsley's  tract  is  entitled,  CxiUcal  IHsquisiiums  on  the  EighUenih  Chapter 
of  Isaiah,     In  a  letter  to  Edward  King,  Esq.     London  :  1799*    4to. 

«  Walter  Chamberlain.  Isaiah? s  VaU  to  England^  being  an  Exposition  of 
Isaiah  xviii.  London :  1860.  8vo.  Another  writer  to  whom  we  may  refer  is 
Dr.  Camming. 

''  Op.,  t.  ii.,  p.  70.     Lut.  Par. :  16^. 
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rians^  whose  destraction  is  foretold  in  ver.  6^  6 ;  and  the  conse- 
qnent  rejoicing  of  Israel  in  ver.  7. 

This  view  has  with  some  modifications  heen  adapted  by  most 
modern  commentators  who  have  taken  the  trouble  to  inqaire 
into  the  literal  sense  of  the  passage.  Vitringa'  thinks  that  even 
the  wilfully  blind  cannot  -help  seeing  in  ver.  5,  6,  the  destruction 
of  Sennacherib's  army.  So  also  Lowth,  wiUi  whose  views  we 
substantially  agree,  though  we  diSer  from  him  in  some  minor 
points,  and  hope  we  have  thrown  light  on  one  or  two  matters 
which  he  was  compelled  to  leave  in  doubt.  These  will  be  fiilly 
set  forth  in  the  notes  to  our  translation. 

The  authorized  English  version  is  as  follows  : — 

Woe  to  the  land  shadowing  with  wings,  which  is  beyond  the 
rivers  of  Ethiopia : 

That  sendeth  ambassadors  by  the  sea,  even  in  vessels  of 
bulrushes  upon  the  waters,  raying.  Go,  ye  swift  mesaewgers,  to 
a  nation  scattered  and  peeled,  :to  ja  people  terrible  from  their 
beginning  hitherto ;  a  nation  meted  .out  and  trodd^i  down, 
whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled  ! 

All  ye  inhabitants  of  the  worlds  and  dwellers  on  the  earth, 
see  ye,  when  he  lifteth  up  an  ensign  on  the  mountains ;  and  when 
he  bloweth  a  trumpet,  hear  ye. 

For  so  the  Lord  said  unto  me,  J  will  take  my  rest,  and  I 
will  consider  in  my  dwelling  place  like  a  clear  heat  upon  herbs, 
and  like  a  cloud  of  dew  in  the  heat  of  harvest. 

For  afore  the  harvest,  when  the  bud  is  perfect,  and  the  sour 
grape  is  ripening  in  the  flower,  he  shall  both  out  oflF  the  sprigs 
with  pruning  hooks,  and  take  away  and  cut  down  the  branches. 

They  shall  be  left  together  unto  the  fowls  of  the  mountains, 
and  to  the  beasts  of  the  earth :  and  the  fowls  shall  summer  upon 
them,  and  all  the  beasts  of  the  earth  shall  winter  upon  them. 

In  that  time  shall  the  present  be  brought  unto  the  Lord  of 
hosts  of  a  people  scattered  and  peeled,  and  from  a  people  ter- 
rible from  their  beginning  hitherto ;  a  nation  meted  out  and 
trodden  under  foot,  whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled,  to  the 
place  of  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  mount  Zion. 

New  Translation. 

Alas !  for  the  land  of  the  winged  Tsiltsal ! 
Which  is  beyond  the  rivers  ofCiish. 

Despatch  thou  ambassadors  on  the  sea. 
And  in  boatsof  papyrus  on.  the  fece  of  the  waters  : 

'  Campeg^us  Yitring^.    Comm&ntcmuB  in  Jesaiam^  vol. !.,  p.  213. 

t2 
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Gk)  I  ye  rapid  messengers  ! 
Unto  a  nation  scattered  and  peeled^ 
To  a  people  terrible  once  and  still, 
A  nation  measured  and  trodden  down^ 
Whose  land  the  Naharaina  have  spoiled. 

All  ye  dwellers  in  the  world  ! 
And  inhabitants  of  earth  ! 
When  he  raiseth  a  banner  on  the  mountains,  behold  ! 
And  when  he  bloweth  with  a  trumpet,  hear ! 

For  thus  spake  Jehovah  : 

To  myself  will  I  give  rest. 
And  consider  in  my  own  habitation. 
When  the  heat  is  clear  upon  the  Nile, 
And  dewy  the  mist  in  the  day  of  harvest. 

For  before  harvest,  when  the  bud  is  complete. 
And  its  flower  is  ripening  into  the  grape  5 

He  will  cut  oflF  the  shoots  with  pruning  hooks. 
And  the  branches  remove, — cut  away. 

They  shall  be  left  together. 

For  the  fowls  of  the  mountains. 

And  for  the  beasts  of  the  earth  : 
And  the  fowls  of  the  mountains  shall  summer  upon  them. 
And  all  beasts  of  the  earth  upon  them  shall  winter. 

At  that  time  shall  a  gift  be  brought 
Unto  Jehovah,  the  Lord  of  hosts, 

A  nation  scattered  and  peeled. 
Even  some  of  a  people  terrible  once  and  still, 
A  nation  measured  and  trodden  down. 
Whose  land  the  Naharaina  have  spoiled. 

To  the  dwelling  of  the  name 
Of  Jehovah,  the  Lord  of  hosts. 

The  Mount  of  Tsion. 

To  the  previous  translation  we  may  venture  to  append  a 
metrical  paraphrase. 

I.  Ah  I  the  sunny  lands  that  lie 
Ethiopia's  rivers  nigh. 
Haunted  of  the  fatal  fly, — 

Ah  !  for  Meroe. 
On  the  swollen  waters  high 
Bid  thy  swiftest  envoys  fly ; 
Let  the  rushen  vessels  hie 

Up  the  Nile's  blue  sea. 
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II.  Let  the  tidings  swift  be  borne 
To  a  people  peeled  and  torn  ; 
Mighty  once,  though  now  forlorn. 

Mighty  once,  and  still : 
Measured  out  by  haughty  foe, 
Trampled  down,  while  o^er  them  go 
Asshur's  floods  in  overflow. 

Working  all  their  will. 

in.  Mark,  ye  dwellers  in  the  world. 
When  his  banners  are  unfurled ; 
Hark  to  the  defiance  hurled 

By  his  trumpets  shrill : 
Thus  Jehovah  spake  to  me, 
"  I  will  rest,  and  quiet  be. 
Meditating  tranquilly 

On  my  holy  hill. 

IV.  ''  When  the  harvest  sunbeams  bright. 
Glow  by  day ;  and  in  the  night 
Dewy  are  the  mists  that  light 

On  the  azure  Nile." 
For  before  the  harvest  day, 
When  the  bloom  hath  falFn  away, 
And  through  dl  the  vineyard  gay 

Swelling  clusters  smile : 

V.  He  his  wrath  shall  execute : 
Ruthlessly  each  rampant  shoot 
He  shall  lop, — the  blasted  root 

Scarcely  shall  he  spare. 
There  shall  they  be  cast  away. 
Of  each  mountain  beast  the  prey ; 
And  upon  them  there  shall  stay 

All  the  fowls  of  air. 

VI.  There  they  all  shall  find  their  meat ; 
Winter  through  the  beasts  shall  eat ; 
And  the  birds  in  summer  heat 

There  shall  take  their  fill. 
Then  an  oflering  shall  be  borne 
Of  a  people  peeled  and  torn. 
Mighty  once,  though  now  forlorn. 

Mighty  once,  and  still. 

VII.  Measured  out  of  haughty  foe. 

Trampled  down,  while  o^er  them  go 
Asshur's  floods  in  overflow. 
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Working  all  their  will. 
Thej  JsHOtAB's  praise  shall  sing 
"  Glorious  He  1     Of  hosts  the  king  V 
And  an  offering  shall  they  bring 

Unto  Zion's  hilL 

The  references  in  the  sack^diifig  ^notations  are  mostly  to 
the  Authorized  Version. 

fVoe  to  the  land.'] — There  are  two  different  views  taken  by 
translators  of  the  meaning  of  the  particle  nn  in  this  place.  The 
Septuagint,  Aquila,  Symmachus,  Syriac,  Chaldee,  Vulgate, 
German,  Junius,  Montanus,  Italian,  Belgic,  Noldius,  French, 
Spanish,  Dathe,  Jenour,  etc.,  agree  with  the  English  versioii 
in  looking  upon  it  as  a  denunciation.  On  the  other  hand,  Pag- 
ninus,  Munster,  Castalio,  Calvin,  Vitringa,  Lowth,  Doeder- 
lein,  Gesenius,  etc.,  consider  it  as  simply  a  cry  to  attract 
attention ;  such  as  Ho  1  or  the  like.  Tympe,  in  his  notes  to 
Noldius,  maintains  that  the  primitive  idea  implied  by  the  word 
is  that  of  grief  and  commiseration.  We  agree  with  him  thus 
far, — that  in  speaking  of,  and  not  to,  persons  and  things,  'ffi 
should  be  taken  for  Alas  foi^  them  !  but  must  maintain  in  oppo- 
sition to  him  that,  when  addressed  to  a  person,  it  is  simply  a 
cry  to  attract  his  notice.  In  some  ini^tances  it  will  be  difficult 
or  altogether  impossible  to  determine  whether  the  words  are 
addressed  to,  or  spoken  of,  a  petson.  Thus  in  Isaiah  x.  6  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  Assyrian  is  addressed  or  spoken  of;  and, 
consequently,  whether  we  should  translate,  Alas  for  the  Assy- 
rian !  or,  Ho !  thou  Assyrian  1  We  incline  to  the  latter,  the 
abrupt  change  of  person  at  the  end  of  the  verse  notwithstanding. 
Similarly  Isaiah  xxix.  1,  may  be  taken  either  for  Alas  for  Ariel! 
or  Ho !  thou  Ariel !  But  in  the  following  passages  the  address 
is  clear :  Isaiah  Iv.  1,  Ho !  every  one  that  thirsteth  !  Jer.  xlvii. 
6,  Ho  !  thou  sword  of  the  Lord  !  Zech.  ii.  6,  Ho !  ho !  come 
forth  and  flee.  Zech.  ii.  7,  Ho !  Zion  !  deliver  thyself.  While 
in  most  of  the  other  passages,  in  which  it  is  found,  it  is  clearly 
an  expression  of  commiseration :  1  Kings  xiii.  30;  Jer.  xxii.  18, 
Alas  for  my  brother  !  Isaiah  i.  4,  Alas  for  the  sinful  nation ! 
Jer.  xlviii.  1,  Alas  for  Nebo  !  Ezek.  xiii.  3,  Alas  for  the  fool- 
ish prophets  !  Nahum  iii.  1,  Alas  for  the  bloody  city !  Hab. 
ii.  6,  Alas  for  him  that  incfeaseth  what  is  not  his !  Thus  we  see 
that  it  is  nowhere  necQssary  to  assume  the  sense  of  Woe  to !  so 
generally  adopted  by  the  translators.  To  return  to  the  passage 
before  us,  it  must  be  confessed  that  we  cannot  from  the  words 
considered  by  themselves  determine  whether  they  are  spoken  of 
or  to  the  land  in  question.     We  must  therefore  for  the  present 
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leave  it  doubtful  whether  the  correct  version  should  be^  Ho ! 
thou  land !  or  Alas  for  the  land !  hoping  to  be  able  to  shew  here- 
after that  the  latter  agrees  better  with  the  general  sense  of  the 
prophecy. 

Which  is  beyond  the  rivers  of  Cttsh.] — As  the  meaning  of  the 
latter  part  of  the  first  clause  of  the  verse  depends  very  much  on 
the  view  taken  of  the  second  clause^  we  proceed  to  consider  this 
first.  And  here  we  cannot  but  complain  of  the  general  careless- 
ness exhibited  by  translators  in  the  treatment  of  such  particles 
as  -lasnD,  here  rendered  by  beyond  in  the  English  Y^rsioii'  This 
is  the  usual  version^  and  is  adapted  by  the  Sept.,  Sym.^  ^ulg.» 
Pagn.^  Munst.^  Castal.^  Montan.^  Doederl.^  etc.^  and  is  true 
as  far  as  it  goes,  though  not  the  whole  truth.  But  Vitringa 
and  Dathe  have  citra,  and  Luther  diesseits=on  this  side ;  and 
Junius,  Belg.,  and  Lowth  differ  from  both  the  preceding,  and 
render  by  the  unmeanipg  secundum=along,  bordering  upon. 
3ut  can  it  be  that  the  term  is  so  absurdly  indefinite  ?  Assuredly 
not.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  proi^ouncing  theise  latter  trans- 
lations unjustifiable ;  and  we  return  to  the  first,  taken  however 
with  a  modification.  In  reality,  no  preposition  at  all,  but  a  sub- 
stantive 'is]^  prefixed  to  another  substantive  is  equivalent  to  the 
liatin  compounds  with  trans.  Thus  qui  trans  Bhenum  incolunt 
is  not  "  who  live  beyond  the  Bhine,^'  but  "  who  inhabit  the 
Trans-Bhine.^^-^  In  like  manner  in  Hebrew,  the  pnenro^  is  the 
Trans- Jordan  or  Persea  in  its  widest  sense;  the  -mamny  is  the 
Trans-Euphrates  or  Mesopotamia ; — the  terms  in  all  cases  hav- 
ing reference  to  the  position  of  the  speaker.  Thus  in  the  king 
of  Persians  decree  in  Ezra  and  Nehemiah,  the  Trans-Euphrates 
is  Syria,  which  is  beyond  that  river  in  respect  of  Susa.  And 
thus  too  Moses  would  naturally  call  the  west  of  Jordan  the 
Trans-Jordan,  as  he  does  in  Deut.  iii.  25,  etc.,  though  it  is  the 
east  which  is  usually  so  denominated. 

But  the  great  quarrel  we  have  with  the  translators  and  com- 
mentators is  their  neglect  of  the  prepositions  prefixed  to  such 
compounds  as  prrroy:  as  if  there  were  no  difference  whether 
a  in,  or  o  from,  preceded  them.  The  fact  is  that  both  have 
their  distinct  and  proper  meanings  here  as  elsewhere.  With 
the  former  the  phrase  becomes  in  the  Trans- Jordan ;  with  the 
latter,  from  the  Trans-Jordan,  though  o  is  sometimes  used 
where  English  idiom  would  require  on  or  it,  as  in  the  Latin 
phrases,  a  latere,  a  dextro  cornu,  etc. 

/  Similarly  in  Arabic  writers,  the  country  north  of  the  Sihftn  or  Oxus, — the 
trans-oxiana  of  Latin  writers, — is  called  ^^1  U.  Lo  MA-wara-al-Nahar  (pro- 
nounced Md-war&n-nahar),  i.  e.,  what  is  beyond  the  river. 
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Let  us  proceed  to  apply  this  to  a  few  passages  in  which  the 
meaning  is  either  incorrectly  or  imperfectly  given. 

Numb.  xxi.  8.  They  removed  (and  pitched)  from  the  Trans- 
Amon. 

Joshua  xxiv.  8.  Took  your  father  Abraham  from  the  Trans- 
Euphrates. 

xxiL  7.  Among  their  brethren  from  the  Trans-Jordan  (aro). 

xxiv.  15.  Your  fathers  that  were  from  the  Trans-Euphrates. 

2  Sara.  X.  16.  The  Syrians  that  were  from  the  Trans- 
Euphrates  (ip). 

1  Chron.  xix.  16.  The  Syrians  that  were  from  the  Trans- 
Euphrates. 

Job  i.  19.  There  came  a  great  wind  from  across  the  desert. 

The  signification  is  somewhat  altered  by  the  particle  b  pre- 
fixed to  the  word  denoting  the  boundary.  In  such  cases  d  pre- 
fixed to  *Q9  is  much  the  same  with  the  Latin  de  or  ex,  implying 
some  or  a  portion  of,  answering  to  the  old  English  of  in  such 
phrases  as,  Give  us  of  your  oil ;  while  the  h  signifies  in  respect 
of,  and  may  be  represented  by  of  Thus  Numb.  xxii.  1,  And 
they  encamped  in  the  ^Arabah  of  Moab,  [a  portion]  of  [the 
country  on]  the  other  side  [in  respect]  of  the  Jordan  of  Jericho. 

Numb,  xxxii.  19.  We  will  not  inherit  of  the  other  side  of 
the  Jordan  .  .  .  our  inheritance  is  fallen  to  us  of  the  other  side 
of  the  Jordan  eastward.  So  at  least  runs  the  Samaritan  and 
several  MSS. ;  the  printed  Hebrew  omits  the  h  in  the  second 
clause.     Se6  also  Numbers  xxxii.  32. 

Deut.  XXX.  13.  Nor  is  it  of  the  other  side  of  the  sea ;  t.  e., 
not  of  the  products  of  the  country  beyond  sea^ — not  a  foreign 
production. 

Joshua  xiv.  3.  Joshua  gave  them  an  inheritance  at  the  other 
side  of  Jordan. 

1  Sam.  xiv.  1.  Let  us  go  over  to  the  post  of  the  Philistines, 
who  are  (rather  than  which  is)  of  the  other  side. 

It  follows  from  all  this,  that  in  the  passage  under  considera- 
tion the  full  meaning  is  the  land  .  .  .  which  is  [a  portion]  of  the 
other  side  of  the  rivers  of  Cush.  And  as  a  nearly  similar  idea 
is  conveyed  by  the  ordinary  translation^  which  is  beyond  the 
rivers  of  Cush,  this  may  be  allowed  to  pass. 

Th-e  rivers  of  Cush] . — M ichaelis  and  others  are  of  opinion 
that  Cush  is  Southern  Arabia.  But  this  is  utterly  disproved  by 
the  very  words  here  employed ;  for  few  facts  in  the  geography  of 
Arabia  are  better  established  than  that  it  does  not  possess  a 
single  Tn  or  permanent  river,  all  its  waters  being  water-torrents 
^.  There  remain  then  to  be  considered  the  African  Cu8h= 
Nubia,  Abyssinia,  etc.,  and,  secondly,  the  country  between  the 
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Gihon  and  Tigris,  called  Cush  in  Gen.  ii.  14.  In  the  former 
case  the  rivers  of  Cush  would  be  the  Tacazze  and  the  Blae  and 
White  INiles ;  in  the  latter,  the  Gihon  (either  the  Kerkhah  or 
the  Diyalah)  and  the  Tigris.  We  can  have  no  hesitation  in 
preferring  the  former  interpretation ;  since,  except  in  the  passage 
above  referred  to,  there  is  no  example  of  the  application  of  the 
name  Cush  to  the  country  east  of  the  Tigris.  The  land  there- 
fore which  is  beyond  the  rivers  of  Cush  is  doubtless  Nubia,  with 
its  dependencies  at  Abyssinia,^  etc.,  and  chiefly  the  so-called 
island  of  Meroe,  the  modem  Jezirah  between  the  Tacazze  and 
the  Bahr-al-Azreq. 

To  resume  then,  the  whole  line  may  be  thus  paraphrased : 
Which  is  a  portion  of  the  country  beyond  the  rivers  of  Nubia. 
And  this  being  settled,  we  must  now  seek  for  some  explanation 
of  the  preceding  line  which  shall  correspond  to  this  interpreta- 
tion, and  equally  describe  the  same  region. 

The  land  overshadovnng  with  wings. "] — ^The  commentators 
are  here  divided  in  opinion  as  to  whether  Egypt  or  Nubia  is  the 
country  intended :  we  have  seen  that  the  latter  interpretation 
must  be  accepted,  since  it  is  impossible  that  on  any  probable 
hypothesis  as  to  the  position  of  the  speaker  Egypt  should  be 
beyond  the  rivers  of  Cush.  However,  it  will  be  well  to  give  all 
the  opinions  on  the  subject,  which  we  may  conveniently  classify 
according  to  the  view  taken  of  the  derivation  and  meaning  of 
the  word  baVs. 

I.  The  majority  derive  from  '«=shade:  but  they  diflfer 
widely  in  their  interpretations. 

1.  Some  take  it  as  an  active  participle,  overshadowing  with 
wings,  and  of  these  by  this  phrase 

a,  Castalio  and  others  understand  simply  great ; 
P,  Calvin,  Ostervald,  Haheisel,  etc.,  protecting  others,  spe- 
cially Israel. 

2.  Others  take  it  in  a  passive  sense,  overshadowed  with 
wings,  which 

a.  Junius,  Piscator,  Grotins,  Vitringa,  Dathe,  and  others 
explain  of  the  position  of  Egypt,  overshadowed  by  the  two 
ranges  of  hills  bounding  the  valley  of  the  Nile. 

P,  The  Chaldee,  Luther,  and  Munster,  refer  to  the  Nile, 
crowded,  and  as  it  were  overshadowed  by  the  sails  of  boats, 
which  they  suppose  to  be  figuratively  called  wings. 

7.  Le  Moyne  is  singular  in  supposing  d»D33  to  represent  the 
name  of  the  god  Knuph,  and  accordingly  translates,  oversha- 
dowed of  Knuph. 

f  The  Arabic  has  /ti^.  ,**a)^  J^^^  *^®  rivers  of  Abyssinia. 
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8.  A  third  party,  Vogt,  Kocbei^^  and  D'OmUe  t^to&  it  in  ^ 
neuter  sense^  ftur  casting  a  ab^dow  both  ways ;  and  mppose  it  tfit 
relate  to  the  Amphiscii  {q^fiffiKr/tcioi),  or  dwdlers  between  tbe 
tropics. 

II.  The  second  class  of  conuoentator^  derive  the  word  from 
bshs,  to  tingle  or  rattle;  and  among  these  tbQ  favourite  explana- 
tion is — 

1.  That  of  tbq  Vulgate  {i.e.,  Jerqme)  adopted  by  B©ch#r** 
Huet,  Le  Ckrc,  Lowth,  etc.,  namely,  the  land  of  the  winged 
cymbal ;  i .  e.,  say  they,  the  sistrum  of  the  Egyptians. 

2.  Symmachus  seems  to  have  held  this  derivation,  though 
his  6  17^09  irT€p€OT<y;  U  unintelligible. 

3.  Doederlein  makes  a  verb  of  it ;  he  whirrs  with  his  wingS!, 
who  sends  ambassadors  beyond  the  rivers,  etc,  understanding 
Tirhakah. 

4.  Michaelis  in  his  German  Version  puts  forward  the  sin- 
gular notion  of  an  allusion  to  the  fable  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
tropical  regions  hearing  the  whirr  of  the  wipgs  of  thfi  sun  I 

III.  The  author  of  the  great  Arabic  Lexicop,   called   the 

QamuSy  gives  Jlalii  as  a  synonym  of  ^^;i*rf=ships.     This  seems 
to  be  the  origin  of — 

1.  The  LXX.^s  m\ouov  irrepirie^,  wings  of  ships  (Ar.,  is^U5»-^ 

2.  As  well  as  of  the  Chaldee^s  first  explanation, — the  land 
to  which  men  go  in  ships. 

IV.  Lastly,  we  come  to  those  who  take  Vs^  for  the  name  of 
an  insect :  a  sense  in  which,  though  with  different  vowel  points 
attached,  it  is  used  in  Deut.  xxviii.  42.  In  that  passage  it  is 
usually,  but  hypothetically,  translated  locust.  Michaelis  (supp., 
2094)  would  have  it  the  mole-cricket,^  without  adducing  any 
evidence  of  that  animaPs  existence  in  Palestine ;  and  he  sug- 
gests that  the  same  insect  may  be  intended  in  the  present  pas- 
sage, which  idea  is  adopted  by  Schelling. 

We  believe  that  the  opinion  of  the  insect  nature  of  the 
Vs^  is  the  true  one,  though  the  particular  animal  intended  has 
been  mistaken.  Michaelis  himself  hints  at  another  explanation, 
but  so  slightly  as  to  shew  that  he  had  no  confidence  in  his  own 
suggestion.  You  mav  too,  says  he  (supp.,  2097),  speculate  on 
flies ;  one  kind  of  wiiich,  very  troublesome  to  the  Abyssinians, 
Bruce  has  mentioned.  The  identity  of  the  Tziltzal  of  Isaiah 
with  the  Abyssinian  Gad-fly  had  occurred  to  ourselves  before  we 

*  The  existence  of  the  mole-cricket  in  Palestine  is  highly  improbable,  since 
it  is  never  found  except  in  wet  situations  on  the  banks  of  canals  and  ditches. 
See  White  of  Belbome,  letter  xc. 
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were  aware  that  Micfaacdds  had  thus  so^estecl  it ;  but  we  will* 
mgly  yield  to  him  whaterer  priority  the  abo^e-qooted  remark 
may  «iti<^  him  to.  That  he  did  not  wcnrk  the  idea  out  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at^  when  we  consider  the  suspncion  with  which 
Iftruoe's  statements  were  so  long  undeservedly  regarded. 

But  before  we  proceed  to  discuss  the  animal  intended^  it  will 
be  well  to  shew  how  entirely  unsatisfactory  are  all  the  other 
pnoposed  explanations.  In  the  first  place^  we  nrast  reject  with- 
out hesitation  all  the  interpretations  grounded  on  the  hypo- 
titesis  that  Egypt  is  the  country  intended.  For  the  land  in 
question  is  expressly,  as  we  have  seen,  stated  to  be  a  portion  of 
the  other  side  of  the  rivers  of  Cush ;  and  Egypt  can  by  no  pps- 
Ability  be  beyond  such  rivers  in  respect  of  Jodsea,  whatever 
Cush  or  the  rivers  may  be.  On  this  ground,  th^i,  we  reject 
No.  L,  2,  though  (a)  would  otherwise  be  not  improbable ;  while 
(/9)  is  no  peculiarity  erf  the  Nile,  and  (7)  is  almost  absurd.  On 
this  ground,  then,  we  reject  No.  II.,  1,  which  indeed  merely 
requires  an  inspedion  of  the  figure  of  the  Sistrum  to  refute 
itself.  The  explanations  under  No.  I.,  1,  labour  under  the  dis- 
advantage of  want  of  precision,  since  it  was  no  more  true  of 
Cush  than  of  several  other  nations  that  it  was  great  and  capable 
of  protecting;  and  a  similar  objection  applies  to  the  explana- 
ticms,  if  they  deserve  that  name,  under  No.  III.  The  view. 
No.  I.,  3,  would  be  probable,  were  it  not  far  beyond  the  geo- 
graphical views  of  those  days.  No.  II.,  3,  sets  all  laws  of 
Hebrew  poetry  and  construction  at  defiance ;  and  of  No.  II.,  4, 
we  can  only  say  that  it  is  quite  unworthy  of  the  usual  sobriety 
of  its  author. 

Let  us  then  revert  to  the  insect  theory.  The  hahs^  of  Deut. 
xxviii.  42  (pointed  by  the  Masora  so  as  to  read  Tzel&tEal),  is 
presumed  to  be  an  insect  destructive  to  vegetation.  But,  first, 
let  it  be  well  understood  that  we  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of 
its  imture,  except  by  inference  from  the  context ;  and  that  in 
ccmsequenoe  it  is  not  even  certain  that  it  is  an  insect.  And, 
secondly,  let  it  be  observed  that  many  translators,  our  own 
among  the  number,  writing  under  the  presumption  that  some 
kind  of  locust  was  intended,  have  somewhat  strained  the  sense. 
For  it  is  not '  shall  the  locust  consume,^  but,  ^  Every  tree  of  thine, 
and  the  fruit  of  thy  ground,  shall  the  Tzdsltzal  possess.^  This 
may  indeed  ngnify  that  the  Tzellltzal  should  possess,  and,  in 
aoDDrdance  with  its  nature,  consume  them ;  but  it  may  with  at 
least  equal  probability  be  taken  to  mean  that  the  inhabitants 
^ould  be  compelled  to  abandon  their  lands  in  consequence  of 
their  occupation  by  an  animal  noxious,  not  to  trees,  but  to  men 
and  cattle.     Surely  possessing  nati<ms  and  cities  (Deut.  ix.  1, 
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and  xi.  23)  does  not  imply  either  the  devouring  of  one,  or  the 
destruction  of  the  other.  Setting,  then,  aside  the  difference  of 
the  assigned  von^el-points  as  of  no  weight  in  the  argument,  we 
have  quite  as  much  right  to  believe  that  the  Tzel&tzal  of  Dent, 
xxviii.  42  is  the  same  as  the  Tziltzal  of  Isaiah  xviii.  1,  as  others 
claim  to  regard  them  as  diflferent,  especially  since  the  addition  of 
Dtas,  of  wings,  or  of  the  two  wings,  indicates  to  a  certain  extent 
the  winged  nature  of  the  Tziltzal.  And  thus  if  either  the 
Tzel&tzal  or  Tziltzal  be  an  animal  and  an  insect  at  all^  we  have 
as  much  reason  for  referring  it  to  the  Mosquito  or  the  Grad-fly 
tribe,  as  to  that  of  the  locusts,  or  other  herbivorous  or  granivor- 
ous  destroyers. 

Having  thus,  as  we  trust,  shewn  the  unsatisfactoriness  of 
all  other  explanations,  and  the  absence  of  any  h  priori  objection 
to  the  insect  theory,  we  may  boldly  profess  our  belief  that  the 
Abyssinian  fly  of  Bruce  is  the  thing  intended,  at  least  in  Isaiah 
xviii.  1,  if  not  also  in  Deut.  xxviii.  42.     Bruce  himself  seems  to 
have  been  of  this  opinion  in  respect  of  the  latter  passage ;  for, 
speaking  of  the  fly  in  Isaiah  vii.  18,  he  says,  "  The  Chaldee 
Version  is  content  with  calling  this  animal  simply  Zebub,  which 
signifies  the  fly  in  general,  as  we  express  it  in  English.     The 
Arabs  call  it  Zimb  in  their  translation,  which  has  the  same 
general  signification.     The  Ethiopian  translation  calls  it  Tsalt- 
salya,  which  is  the  particular  name  of  the  particular  fly  in  Geez, 
and  was  the  same  in  Hebrew."     Now  if  this  statement  is  cor- 
rect— for  we  have  no  means  of  verifying  it — it  is  evident  from 
the  concluding  words  that  Bruce  believed  that  the  ^sbsr  of  Deut. 
xxviii.  42,  was  the  animal  intended;    and  that  the  Ethiopia 
translator  of  Isaiah  vii.  18  considered  the  allusion  there  to  be 
the  terrible  Gad-fly  of  his  own  country.     Thus  then  the  flt, 
that  is  in  the  uttermost  parts  (d^)  of  the  rivers  (onw^sNiles)  of 
lEgypt,  will  not,  as  Bosenmiiller  supposes,  be  the  Mosquito  of 
the  Delta,  but  the  Gad-fly  of  the  Tacazze  and  Bahr-al-Azreq. 

This  view  of  Bruce  has  not  hitherto  attracted  the  attention 
it  deserved;  partly  from  the  general  disposition  to  regard  his 
statements  with  suspicion ;  and  partly  from  its  being  supposed 
that  an  insect  so  small  and  apparently  insignificant,  could  hardly 
have  been  adopted  as  a  prophetical  emblem  for  the  power  of  the 
Ethiopian  princes  Sabaco  and  Tirhakah.  But  the  latter  objection 
is  quite  overruled  by  the  obviously  similar  description  of  the 
Assyrian  power  by  the  bee  that  is  in  the  land  of  Assyria.  And 
the  doubts  respecting  Bruce's  statements  either  have  already 
dissolved,  or  are  fast  melting  away  before  the  light  thrown  upon 
eastern  and  interior  Africa  by  the  progress  of  modern  discovery. 
His  despised   Zimb   or  Tsaltsalya  is   now   found   to   play  so     ' 
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important  a  part  ia  the  equatorial  regions  of  Eastern  Africa^ 
that  we  need  no  longer  wonder  at  its  being  adopted  by  Isaiah, 
as  the  emblem  of  Abyssinia.  Under  the  name  of  Tsetse  or 
Isitse  it  is  only  too  well  known^  and  too  much  an  object  of  dread 
both  to  European  traveller  and  native  stock-keeper.  We  shall  ap- 
pend to  this  paragraph  some  extracts  relating  to  this  insect  pest, 
— the  Glassinia  morsitans  of  entomologists.  It  may  be  remarked 
that  its  name  Tsetse  shews  evident  aflBnity  to  the  Tsintziya  of 
the  Amharic,  and  Tsaltsaliya  of  the  Geez  dialect ;  as  well  as  to 
the  Tziltzal  or  Tzelatzal  of  the  Bible.  The  vhsms  (perhaps  pro- 
nounced Tzenhatzalah)  of  the  Samaritan  Version  seems  to  con« 
nect  the  varieties  in  the  orthography.  We  may  even  venture  to 
suggest  that  the  Phoenicians  or  Carthaginians  may  have  carried 
into  Italy  this  name  for  the  terrible  Gad-fly, — adopted  by  the 
Romans  in  the  form  Asilus :  just  as  it  may  well  be  beUeved  that 
the  same  people  carried  to  Greece  the  name  rmsn  hatzir'ah  for 
a  similar  animal, — written  ourrpo^  by  the  Greeks. 

Note  on  the  Tsetse.  Bruce's  account  of  the  Zimb  is  as 
fdUows  : — "  It  is  in  size  very  little  larger  than  a  bee,  of  a  thicker 
proportion,  and  has  wings  which  are  broader  than  those  of  a 
bee,  placed  separate  like  those  of  a  fly ;  they  are  of  fine  gauze 
without  colour  or  spot  upon  them.  The  head  is  large;  the 
upper  jaw  or  lip  is  sharp,  and  has  at  the  end  of  it  a  strong 
pointed  hair,  of  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  long :  the  lower  jaw 
has  two  of  these  pointed  hairs;  and  the  pencil  of  hairs  when 
joined  together,  makes  a  resistance  to  the  finger  nearly  equal  to 
that  of  a  hog's  bristle.     Its  legs  are  serrated  on  the  inside,  and 

the  whole  covered  with  brown  hair  or  down He  has  no 

sting,  though  he  seems  to  me  rather  of  the  bee  kind ;  but  his 
motion  is  more  rapid  and  sudden  than  that  of  the  bee,  and  re- 
sembles that  of  the  Gad-fly  in  England.  There  is  something 
peculiar  in  the  sound  or  buzzing.  It  is  a  jarring  noise  together 
with  a  humming;  which  induces  me  to  believe  it  proceeds,  at 
least  in  part,  &om  a  vibration  made  with  the  three  hairs  at  the 
snout.  As  soon  as  this  plague  appears,  and  their  buzzing  is 
heard,  all  the  cattle  forsake  their  food,  and  run  wildly  about  the 
plain  till  they  die,  worn  out  with  fatigue,  fright,  and  hunger. 
No  remedy  remains  but  to  leave  the  black  earth  [where  they 
breed]  and  hasten  down  to  the  sands  of  Atbara ;  and  there  they 
remain  while  the  rains  last,  this  cruel  enemy  never  daring  to 
pursue  them  farther.  Though  his  size  is  as  immense  as  is  his 
strength,  and  his  body  covered  with  a  thick  skin,  defended  with 
strong  hair,  yet  even  the  camel  is  not  able  to  sustain  the  violent 
punctures  the  fly  makes  with  his  pointed  proboscis.  He  must 
lose  no  time  in  removing  to  the  sands  of  Atbara,  for  when  once 
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attacked  by  thk  tj,  his  body,  head,  and  legs  break  oat  into  laf^ 
bosses  which  swell,  break,  and  probably  to  ike  certain  destnu- 

tion  of  the  creature All  the  inhalntantsof  the  sea  coast  of 

Melinda  down  to  Cape  Gtiardefiis,  to  Saba,  and  the  80u<^  coast 
t)f  the  Red  Sea,  are  obliged  to  put  themselves  in  motion  fuid 
remove  to  the  next  sand  in  the  beginning  of  the  rainy  season  to 
prevent  all  their  stock  of  cattle  being  destroyed.  This  is  not  a 
partial  emigration ;  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  countrks  from  iHae 
mountains  of  Abyssinia  to  the  confluence  of  the  Nile  aiad 
Astaboras  northwards,  are  once  a  jesr  compelled  to  change  thek 
abode,  and  seek  protection  in  the  sands  at  Beja ;  nor  is  there 
any  alternative  or  means  of  avoiding  this.  Providence  from  the 
beginning,  it  would  seem,  had  fixed  its  habitation  to  one  species 
of  soil,  being  a  black  fat  earth,  extraordinarily  fruitful;  and 
small  and  inconsiderable  as  it  was,  it  seems  from  the  finst  to 
have  given  law  to  the  settlement  of  the  country.'^* 

We  must  here  call  attention  to  the  exact  correspondence  <tf 
the  geographical  limits  of  Bruce^s  Zimb  with  those  of  Isaiah's 
Tziltzal.  The  "land  of  the  Tziltzal"  does  not  begin  till  ''be- 
yond  the  rivers  of  Cush  :^'  the  land  of  the  Zimb  is  escdosivefy 
south  of  the  confluence  of  the  Nile  and  Atbara  or  Tacazse*-' 
And  if  any  one  still  doubts  the  probability  of  a  fly  being  adopted 
as  the  emblem  of  a  country,  let  him  observe  Bruce^s  unwitting 
testimony, — (for  Bruce  had  no  idea  of  the  mention  of  his 
animal  in  Isaiah  xviii.  1,) — to  the  important  part  it  plays  in 
Abyssinia.  In  the  effects  of  the  bite,  Bruce's  account  differs 
from  that  quoted  below,  but  no  more  than  might  be  expected 
from  Bruce's  deficiency  in  scientific  matters ;  in  consequence  of 
which  he  has  probably  confounded  the  blood-sucking  Zimb  of 
the  family  of  the  Tabanidse,  with  S9me  other  '^  hot,"  prciducing 
flies  of  the  (Estridae  family.  While  on  this  subject  we  vaxj 
observe  that  if  any  reliance  could  be  placed  in  the  dual  numbctr 
assigned  to  the  word  "  wings  ^^  by  the  vowel-points,  it  would  be 
a  remarkable  confirmation  of  our  view,  since  the  Zimb  or  Dsstse 
is  a  member  of  the  order  Diptera. 

The  following  account  of  the  Tsetse  of  the  interior  of  the 

*  Bruce,  i.,  388—390,  and  v.,  188—192. 

J  But  if  the  Zimb  of  Bruce  be  confined  to  these  limits,  it  will  be  asked,  how 
can  it  be  the  Tziltzal  or  Tzel&tzal  of  Palestine  ?  This  confessedly  is  a  great 
difficulty ;  and  the  only  explanation  we  can  suggest  is  this :  that  it  is  :iiot,  and 
never  was,  naturally  an  inhabitant  of  Palestine ;  but  that  the  Israelites  ace  (in 
the  passage  above  quoted  from  Deuteronomy)  threatened  with  it  as  a  miracolous 
visitation.  Perhaps  they  had  seen  its  fatal  effects  in  Eigypt,  where  it  may  haiwe 
been  one  of  the  flies  (2^ub=Zimb  in  the  Hebrew)  which  formed  one  of  tiie 
plagues.  And  in  this  connexion,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  plague  of  flies 
precedes  the  murrain.  May  it  not  then  have  been  the  necessary  consequence 
of  the  bites  of  the  Tsetse? 
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south  of  Africa  is  extracted  from  an  account  df  ^^Oswell  and 
Livingstone's  Explorations  into  Centiral  Africa/^  contained  in 
the  Journal  cf  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  for  1852,  vol. 
xxii.,  p.  164,  etc. 

"Having  come  at  length  upon  a  rhinoceroe  trail,  we  allowed  the 
cattle,  which  were  nearly  worn  out  by  the  deep  dry  sands  through  which 
we  had  passed,  to  ran  along  it  until  their  instinct  led  them  to  the  water ; 
unfortunately,  however,  at  a  part  of  the  Mababi  infested  by  the  'Tsetse 

fly'  (p.  172) The  bite  of  the  Tsetse  (fly)  is  fatal  to  nearly  all 

domestic  animals;  yet  when  allowed  to  settle  on  the  hand,  all  it  is 
observed  to  do  is  to  insert  its  proboscis  a  little  further  in  than  seems 
necessary  to  reaoh  the  blood ;  it  then  withdraws  it  a  little,  the  proboscis 
assumes  a  crimson  colour,  the  mandibles  appear  in  operation,  the  shrunken 
body  swells,  and  in  a  few  seconds  the  animal  becomes  quite  full  and 
quietly  leaves.  Its  size  is  almost  that  of  the  common  blue-fly,  which 
settles  on  meat,  but  the  wings  are  longer.  In  the  ox  the  following 
sytnptoms  are  produced  by  the  bite  of  the  insect.  The  eye  runs,  the 
glands  under  the  jaw  swell,  the  coat  loses  its  gloss,  there  is  a  peculiitr 
flaccidity  of  the  muscles  generally,  and  emaciation  commences,  whidi 
proceeds  unchecked  until,  perhaps  months  after  the  bite,  purging  super- 
venes, and  the  animal  perishes  of  extreme  exhaustion.  Some  die  soon 
after  the  bite  is  inflicted,  especially  if  they  are  in  good  condition,  or  should 
Tain  fall ;  but  in  general  the  process  of  emaciation  goes  on  for  months. 
I  had  a  horse  which  perished  Ave  months  after  being  exposed  to  the 
insect.  When  the  animal  is  destroyed  in  consequence  of  not  being  able 
to  rise,  the  following  appearances  may  be  observed.  The  cellular  tissue 
under  the  skin  is  injected  with  air,  and  the  surface  of  the  body  presents 
the  appearance  of  a  number  of  soap-bubbles  strewed  over  the  carcase. 
The  fat  is  of  a  greenish-yellow  colour,  and  of  oily  consistence.  The 
muscles  are  flabby,  and  the  heart  frequently  pale  and  softened.  The  lungs 
have  diseased  patches  on  their  surface  of  a  pink  or  grey  colour.  The 
liver  is  frequently  diseased,  and  the  gall-bladder  always  distended  with 
bile.  The  stomach  presents  no  particular  appearance;  but  the  small 
intestines  are  p^le,  and  generally  empty.  The  blood  is  rwnarkably  small 
in  quantity,  and  so  devoid  of  colouring  matter,  that  it  scarcely  stains  the 
faazids.  The  poison  seems  to  be  of  the  nature  of  a  fsrment,  capable  of 
propagating  itself,  and  acts  chiefly  on  the  brain,  heart,  lu^gs,  and  liver. 
The  brain  seemed  affected  in  several  by  the  circulation  of  the  morbid 
fluid;  for  the  animal  became  unsteady  in  its  gait,  and  sometimes  even 
blind.  The  Tsetse  is  fatal  only  to  domestic  animals,  as  the  wild  feed  in 
parts  infested  by  it  quite  undisturbed.  There  are  large  tribes,  which 
cannot  keep  either  cattle  or  sheep  because  the  Tsetse  abounds  in  their 
country ;  yet  it  bites  man  and  no  danger  follows.  Our  children  lived  for 
two  months  among  the  Tsetse,  and  were  frequently  bitten,  but  suffered 
no  harm;  while  we  lost  most  of  our  best  oxen,  after  having  been  in 
contact  with  the  fly  on  only  one  or  two  oeeasions.  We  have  seen  zebras, 
buffaloes,  and  antelopes,  feeding  undisturbed  in  the  vicinity  of  our 
waggons  on  the  Chobe,  quite  unlaiolelSted  by  ikte  Tsetse  which  buzzed 
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around  tbem.  Oxen  and  buffiiloes,  horses  and  zebras,  antelopes  and 
goats,  jackals  and  dogs,  possess  somewbat  of  the  same  natore.  What  is 
there  in  domestication,  wbicb  renders  domestic  animals  obnoxious  to  the 
poison?  Is  man  not  as  much  a  domestic  animal  as  a  dog?  Is  it  the 
Tsetse  at  all  which  kills  the  animals?  Captain  Yardan  of  the  Indian 
army  decided  this  point,  for  he  rode  a  horse  up  to  a  hill  infested  by 
Tsetse,  and  in  ten  days  his  doubts  were  removed  by  the  death  of  bis 
horse.  A  curious  feature  in  the  case  is,  that  dogs  though  reared  on  milk 
die  if  bitten,  while  calves  are  safe  so  long  as  they  suck  the  cow.  A  dog 
reared  on  the  meat  of  game  may  be  hunted  in  Tsetse  districts  in  safety. 
The  Tsetse  only  inhabits  particular  localities,  well-known  to  the  natives. 
Is  there  any  antiseptic  in  the  fluids  of  game  and  man  which  does  not 
exist  in  the  fluids  of  tame  animals,  or  in  those  of  dogn  reared  on  milk?" 

The  following^  from  Diodorus  Sicnlus,  iii.^  22^  given  also  in 
an  abridged  form  by  Strabo^  16,  may  possibly  have  originated  in 
some  perverted  account  of  the  Tsetse. 

'*  In  Ethiopia  above  Egypt,  along  the  banks  of  the  river  called  Asa 
(Strabo  says  Astaboras,  t.«.,  Atbara  or  Tacarre,  and  Astaphas,  t.^.,  Babr- 
al-Azreq),  lives  the  tribe  of  the  root-eaters  ....  who  are  much  annoyed 

by  lions And  doubtless  the  tribe  would  be  utterly  destroyed  had 

not  nature  contrived  for  them  a  self-acting  remedy.  Eor  about  the 
[heliacal]  rising  of  the  dog  star,  unexpectedly,  there  previously  not  having 
been  a  single  fly  in  the  place,  so  great  a  multitude  of  mosquitoes  (icwvwinov) 
collects,  of  a  far  worse  sort  than  any  known  elsewhere,  that  the  natives 
only  escape  by  taking  refuge  in  the  marshes ;  and  all  the  lions  fly  the 
country,  at  once  sorely  damaged  by  their  bites,  and  terrified  by  their 
noise."* 

Ver.  2.  That  sendeth,"] — With  one  exception  all  critics  and 
translators  have  taken  the  word  rfrcan  for  the  participle  kal,  with 
the  definite  article  prefixed ;  in  which  state  it  became  practically 
a  noan=the  sender^  he  or  it  that  sendeth.  If  so^  it  must  here 
mean  the  land  that  sendeth:  but  to  this  there  is  an  objection 
in  the  masculine  gender  of  the  supposed  participle ;  fw^  the  land, 
being  feminine.  We  are  willing  to  grant  that  this  is  not  an  in- 
superable difficulty^  such  irregularities  being  not  without  parallel: 
see  Michaelis  De  SolcecismOy  28.  Hensler  alone  ventures  to 
difier  from  all  other  critics,  and  takes  the  word  for  the  Praet. 
Hophal,  pointing  it  n^,  which  he  unjustifiably  translates  Man 
sendet= people  send.  We  take  it  for  the  imperative  Hiphil 
n^,  properly  cause  thou  to  send ;  but  which,  in  all  the  passages 
where  it  occurs  (Exod.  viii.  21;  Lev.  xxvi.  22;  2  Kings  xv.  37; 
Ezek.  xiv.  13;  Amos  viii.  11),  has  the  simple  sense  of  sending. 
We  accordingly  translate  it  by  send  thou,  taking  the  words  to 

*  Dr.  Livinestone  gives  an  ezceUent  account  of  the  Tsetse  in  his  travels, 
pp.  80 — 83 ;  and  a  figure  of  the  insect  at  p.  571* 
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be  addressed  by  Jehovah  to  the  prophet :  our  reasons  will  appear 
more  clearly  when  we  come  to  the  clause,  Go  ye  swift  messengers. 

Ambassadors.'] — The  LXX.  have  6/ii;/9a=:  pledges  given  in 
the  place  of  hostages:  all  others^  both  ancient  and  modern^ 
ambassadors  or  messengers;  with  the  exception  of  Bochart, 
who  takes  errs  for  images  as  in  Isaiah  xlv.  16.  He  builds  upon 
this  a  connexion  with  the  rites  of  Adonis^  as  described  by 
Herodotus.  But  our  concern  is  with  Cush,  and  not  with  Egypt : 
and  Cush  can  by  no  means  be  the  land  that  sends  images  by  sea. 

By  the  sea!] — Taking  into  consideration  the  already  esta- 
blished reference  to  Ethiopia,  and  the  papyrus  boats  of  the  fol- 
lowing clause, — which  of  course  could  not  navigate  either  the 
Red  Sea  or  the  Mediterranean, — little  doubt  can  remain  that 
the  name  sea  is  here  used  to  describe  the  Nile.  Nor  is  this  a 
solitary  instance,  for  we  find  the  Nile  so  denominated  in  chap, 
xix.  5,  and  again  in  xxvii.  1.  And  to  this  day  it  is  styled  by  the 
Arabs,  Bahr-Nil=the  Nile  Sea;  as  its  two  branches,  the  Bahr- 
al-Abiad= White  Sea,  and  the  Bahr-al.Azreq=Blue  Sea,  are 
even  called  by  ourselves. 

Even  in  vessels  of  bulrushes  upon  the  waters!] — Here  there  is 
an  almost  general  agreement  among  interpreters,  that  boats 
formed  of  the  papyrus  or  some  similar  rush,  and  coated  with 
pitch  like  the  ark  of  the  infant  Moses,  are  intended.  The  only 
apparent  variety  of  translation  is  that  of  the  LXX.,  who  have 
K(u  eiruTTo'ka^  pi/3Xiva^  eiravG)  rov  vSaro^,  It  is  probable,  how- 
ever, as  Schultens  (Opusc.)  suggests,  that  this  is  a  corruption  of 
eirc  oToXoc^  fitfiKivoi*;,  or  even  of  aroXai^  ^ipKivat^,  if  the  pos- 
sibility be  granted  that  they  may  have  used  aroXtf  for  0T0X09,  as 
-Sschylus  is  thought  to  have  done  in  Persae  1018.  This  would 
mean  in  fleets  of  papyrus;  67r4<7ToXa9= letters,  is  incapable  of 
explanation  from  the  Hebrew,  even  by  Bochart^s  ingenuity. 

The  words  then  thus  far  are  the  speech  of  Jehovah,  addressed 
first  to  the  Ethiopians  (ver.  1)  and  then  (ver.  2  init.)  to  the 
prophet.  Or  if,  as  we  prefer,  the  first  words  be  translated, 
Alas  for  the  land,  etc.,  the  whole  may  be  looked  upon  as 
addressed  to  the  prophet. 

Go,  ye  swift  messengers,]  An  ellipse  of  the  word  "  saying  " 
is  admitted  or  implied  by  most  translators.  The  consequence  of 
this  is,  that  when  rtmn  is  taken  for  a  participle  =  that  sends,  the 
message  becomes  that  of  the  land  of  Cush  to  some  other  nation. 
The  extreme  improbability  of  this  has  not  been  sufficiently 
attended  to  by  the  commentators.  Those  indeed  who  take  the 
land  in  question  to  be  Egypt,  feel  the  difficulty  less  acutely ;  but 
we  have  shewn  that  reference  to  be  erroneous.  When,  however, 
we  translate  rfwn  by  send  thou,  the  message  becomes  that  of 
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Jehovah  conveyed  through  the  prophet  to  the  Ethiopians. 
Horsley  seems  to  have  been  struck  by  the  improbability  above 
noticed,  and  by  cancelling  the  word  "  saying  "  makes  the  words 
to  be  those  of  God :  but,  so  long  as  that  sense  is  retained  there 
can  be  no  connexion  between  the  present  and  the  preceding 
clause,  without  the  help  of  some  such  word  as  saying.  Our 
version  *'  send  thou  "  gives  a  connected  sense  to  the  whole ;  and 
will,  we  trust,  commend  itself  to  the  judgment  of  our  readers. 

To  a  nation  scattered  and  peeled.'] — If  our  view  of  the 
meaning  of  the  preceding  passages  be  correct,  this  and  the  fol- 
lowing clauses  contain  a  description  of  the  Ethiopians;  which 
otherwise  they  could  hardly  do.  Nevertheless  most  commentators 
seem  to  take  it  for  granted  that  either  the  Egyptians  or  Ethiopians 
are  intended,  without  enquiring  too  curiously  what  the  message 
is,  or  who  sends  it.  Horsley,  after  Jerome,  imagines  the  nation 
to  be  the  Jews :  while  Junius  supposes  the  message  sent  to  the 
Assyrians  themselves:  and  Koppe,  with  Michaelis  (supp.,  2170), 
makes  it  the  message  of  the  Ethiopians  to  tribes  in  the  interior 
of  Africa ;  ingeniously  finding  the  people  of  Kuku  in  the  v?  of 
the  present  passage. 

To  determine  the  precise  meaning  of  the  terms  employed  in 
this  description  is  well-nigh  impossible.  The  conjectural  versions 
are  almost  endless :  and  the  matter  is  rendered  still  more  intricate 
by  our  not  being  even  at  liberty  to  reject  those  which  proceed 
on  the  supposition  that  Egyptian  peculiarities  are  alluded  to  in 
some  of  the  terms  employed.  For,  Egypt  at  this  time  forming 
a  part  of  the  dominions  of  Tirhakah,  it  may  be  argued  that  a 
portion  of  the  description  may  apply  to  it.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, and  having  nothing  new  to  oflTer,  we  prefer  to  abide 
by  the  version  of  the  English  Bible,  which  gives  an  interpreta- 
tion at  least  as  good  as  any  that  has  been  ofiered ;  and  which 
substantially  agrees  with  the  Chaldee. 

Whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled.'] — Here  at  length,  after 
the  labyrinth  of  difficulties  presented  by  the  preceding  parts  of 
the  prophecy,  we  obtain  a  most  important  clue  to  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  whole.  Some  of  the  translators  (for  example,  the 
Chaldee  and  Munster)  have  seen  that  the  word  trma  =  rivers,  is 
to  be  taken  figuratively  for  great  military  powers ;  and  Jerome 
even  indicates  the  Assyrians  in  particular.  He  is  doubtless 
right ;  though  neither  he  nor  the  rest  appear  to  be  aware  that  it 
could  not  possibly  mean  any  other  power  than  one  situated  on 
the  great  rivers  of  Mesopotamia.  The  word  -en = river,  with  its 
dual,  and  its  plural  both  masculine  and  feminine,  is  always,  we 
believe,  when  thus  figuratively  used,  restricted  to  the  Meso- 
potamian  powers,  whether  centred  at  Nineveh  or  Babylon.    As 
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this  view  is  one  which  has  escaped  the  notice  of  commentators^ 
we  shall  be  pardoned  if  we  dwell  a  little  upon  it,  and  addnce  a 
few  instances  in  which  much  light  is  thrown  upon  difficult  pas- 
sages by  attention  to  this  poetic  idiom. 

The  key  passage  is  Isaiah  viii.  7,  where  the  prophet  distinctly 
explains  that  by  the  waters  of  the  river,  the  strong  and  the 
many,  he  means  the  king  of  Assyria  and  all  his  glory.  With 
this  key  then  in  hand,  we  find  that  the  river  over  which  Jehovah 
will  shake  his  hand  is  the  Euphrates;  as  the  tongue  of  the 
Egyptian  Sea  is  the  Nile,  and  not,  as  most  people  suppose,  the 
Red  Sea :  so  that  in  this  passage  (Isaiah  xi.  15)  a  humbling  of 
both  the  Egyptian  and  Mesopotamian  powers  is  foretold.  So 
again  Isaiah  xxxiii.  21  contains  a  declaration  that  Jerusalem 
shall  be  safer  under  Jehovah's  protection,  than  it  would  be 
under  that  of  either  Egypt  (symbolized  by  Dn«»=Niles,  i.e.,  Nile 
with  its  canals  and  branches)  or  Assyria  (typified  by  Dnn2= rivers, 
i.e.,  Tigris,  Euphrates,  etc.).  On  the  same  principle  we  may 
explain  Isaiah  lix.  19 : — when  the  enemy  shall  come  in  like  the 
river,  to  mean  like  the  Assyrians  under  Sennacherib.  And 
there  is  probably  a  similar  allusion  in  several  other  passages  of 
the  same  prophet.  Such  a  view  of  the  meaning  of  the  wbrd 
river  would  assuredly  add  force  and  elegance  to  Isaiah  xlii.  15 ; 
xliii.  2;  xlviii.  18;  1.  2;  Ixvi.  12. 

So  again  Psalm  xxiv.  2  describes  the  glory  of  Israel  as  ex- 
ceeding that  of  the  western  powers  (d>  =  the  sea),  L  e.,  Egypt, 
etc. ;  as  well  as  the  eastern  (rmrors  the  rivers),  i.  e.,  Assyria,  etc. 
We  would  translate  Psalm  xlvi.  4  thus :  As  for  the  river,  i,  e., 
the  Assyrians  and  Sennacherib,  its  conduit-streams,  i.  e.,  the 
spoils  they  leave  behind  them  in  their  disastrous  retreat,  shall 
gladden  the  city  of  God : — a  simple  explanation  of  a  passage 
which  has  much  puzzled  the  commentators.  Psalm  Ixxiv.  15 ; 
xciii.  3  j  and  cvii.  33,  present,  in  all  probability,  similar  allu- 
sions. In  Job  xxviii.  11  we  have  a  beautiful  example  of  this 
custom  of  suggesting  the  ideas  of  Egypt  and  Mesopotamia  by 
this  mention  of  their  respective  rivers : — 

He  cutteth  out  rivers  (Dn«»=Niles)  among  the  rocks. 

And  his  eye  seeth  every  precious  thing ; 
He  restraineth  the  floods  (mtross  Euphrates,  etc.)  from  leaking. 
And  the  hidden  thing  bringeth  he  forth  to  light. 
That  is,  in  Egypt  man  raises  valuable  crops  even  from  rocks 
by  carrying  among  them  canals  from  the  Nile :  while  in  Meso- 
potamia he  drains  lands  buried  under  the  inundations,  and  con- 
fines the  Euphrates  and  Tigris  to  their  channels  by  embank- 
ments. 

Many  other  more  or  less  probable  examples  of  this  phraseology 

u  2 
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might  be  adduced.  One  of  them  is  in  Hab.  iii.,  but  the  whole 
of  that  highly  poetical  chapter  is  involved  in  so  many  obscuri- 
ties that  it  will  be  useless  to  cite  it  as  an  instancy  here.  We 
hope  hereafter  to  present  a  clear  account  of  the  whole  of  it  to 
our  readers. 

To  return  then  to  our  present  text^  it  would  appear  that  it 
contains  no  reference  to  the  fertilization  of  Egypt  by  moderate 
inundations,  as  Lowth  and  others  suppose ;  nor  to  its  devasta- 
tion by  excessive  floods,  as  most  critics  have  understood  it.  It 
is  simply  a  statement  that  the  dominions  of  the  power  addressed, 
i.  e,,  as  we  have  seen,  of  Tirhakah,  king  of  Nubia  and  Egypt, 
had  been  wasted  by  an  invasion  of  the  Assyrians,  symbolized  as 
a  flood  of  the  Mesopotamian  rivers.  As  this  marked  significance 
of  the  word  would  be  entirely  lost  by  translating  the  word  by 
rivers,  and  would  not  be  very  apparent  even  if  we  wrote  the 
two  rivers, — which  latter  would,  we  believe,  be  what  the  prophet 
really  intended, — we  propose  to  adopt  the  well-known  Egyptian 
form  of  the  original  word,  and  to  write  it  as  a  proper  name 
Naharaina. 

Ver.  3.  All  ye  inhabitants  of  the  world.'] — ^The  prophet,  or, 
which  is  much  the  same  thing,  the  messengers  dispatched  by 
him  to  Tirhakah,  here  call  on  the  whole  world  to  listen  to  his 
announcement  of  the  speedy  destruction  of  Sennacherib's  army, 
giving  them  certain  data  as  to  the  place  and  time  when  it  should 
be  brought  about.  Most  of  the  interpreters,  who  have  not 
bewildered  themselves  with  mystical  references,  agree  in  this, 
differing  only  in  attributing  the  message  to  various  sources. 
Some  (Junius,  Piscator,  etc.)  assign  the  words  to  Jehovah; 
others  (Calvin,  etc.),  to  the  prophet.  Others  go  wide :  D'Orville, 
with  Koppe  and  Michaelis,  make  them  the  address  of  the  Ethio- 
pians to  the  inhabitants  of  Inner  Africa ;  Jerome,  of  the  Egyp- 
tians to  the  Jews ;  and  Eusebius,  of  the  Jews  to  the  Ethiopians ; 
which  last  seems  nearest  to  the  truth. 

When  he  lifteth  up  an  ensign  on  the  mountains,'] — The  person 
here  spoken  of  is  doubtless  Sennacherib.  Jerome,  however, 
interprets  it  of  Jehovah,  or  of  the  prophet,  as  does  Junius, 
but  we  cannot  think  so.  The  meaning  seems  to  be,  that  so 
soon  as  Sennacherib,  having  conquered  the  Shephetah  or  Low- 
lands of  Judaea,  should  proceed  to  attack  the  Har  or  Highlands, 
something  noticeable  would  happen :  and  this  accords  with  the 
result ;  for  Lachish  and  Libnah,  the  last  Jewish  towns  that  he 
besieged,  were  both  in  the  Shephelah,  and  nothing  but  the  ap- 
proach of  Tirhakah  prevented  his  invading  the  Har. 

Ver.  4.  For  thus  said  Jehovah  to  mei] — As  this  and  the  line 
or  two  next  following  are  read  and  divided  in  the  existing  He- 
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brew  text,  there  is  no  trace  of  poetical  structure.  We  at  first 
were  disposed  to  conjecture  that  some  word  corresponding  to,  in 
my  dwelling-place,  had  dropped  out  of  the  preceding  clause,  and 
that  the  whole  should  be  read, — 

For  thus  Jehovah  spake  to  me : — 

''  [In  highest  heaven]  will  I  take  my  rest. 

And  consider  in  my  own  habitation." 
But  if  so,  the  words  must  have  been  lost  previous  to  the 
most  ancient  translation  we  possess.  Fortunately  a  comparison 
of  the  Chaldee  Version  with  the  Keri-Cethib  readings  enables 
us  to  clear  up  the  matter  in  a  much  more  satisfactory  way.  The 
text  reads  rroijTttJM,  which  is  clearly  a  blunder;  the  Keri  would 
correct  it  by  cancelling  the  i;  but  the  Chaldee  by  its  vmnk  shews  • 
that  the  true  reading  is  rmy^j  the  present  hiphil.  Of  this  (see 
Job  xxxiv.  29)  the  construction  is,  Quietem  concessit  alicui  ab 
aliquo.  We  therefore  separate  '^  from  the  first,  and  attach  it 
to  the  second  clause,  reading — 

For  thus  spake  Jehovah  : — 

"To  myself  will  I  give  rest; 

And  meditate  in  my  own  habitation.^' 
Like  a  clear  heat  upon  herbs, "] — This  translation  rests  upon 
two  conjectures :  the  one  that  tw  is  equivalent  to  rrvw,  which  is 
quite  destitute  of  proof,  and  unsupported  by  the  ancient  ver- 
sions ;  the  other  that  the  latter  word  signifies  herbs,  which  is 
anything  but  certain.  Even  were  it  better  founded,  the  render- 
ing is  barely  intelligible,  and  exceedingly  tame,  though  Vitringa, 
poederlein,  and  others,  who  accept  it,  try  to  make  the  best  of 
it.  D'Orville  and  Rosenmiiller,  following  the  LXX.,  Chaldee, 
and  Jerome,  take  -»w  in  its  natural  sense  of  light,  or  its  poetical 
one,  the  sun,  but  fail  to  give  any  satisfactory  account  of  the 
preposition  *rs.  The  LXX.  and  Jerome  seem  to  have  taken  this 
for  a  substantives  exaltations,  from  which  they  have  extracted 
the  notion  of  the  midday  sun,  as  if  at  the  exaltations  of  the 
sun.  It  would  be  difScuIt  to  justify  this  by  the  production  of 
any  similar  phraseology.  But  even  allowing  this  rendering, 
whatever  resemblance  Jehovah  at  rest  may  bear  to  the  midday 
sun,  we  are  utterly  unable  to  understand  how  he  can  be  com- 
pared to  a  dewy  mist. 

Moved  by  the  consideration  of  these  diflSculties,  we  had 
formed  a  conjecture,  which  we  were  afterwards  delighted  to  find 
confirmed  by  the  Syriac  Version.  This  is,  that  instead  of  -w  »«» 
we  should  divide  the  words  TttrVv=upon  the  Nile;  and  as  we 
cannot  discover  the  force  of  the  supposed  comparison,  we  pro- 
pose to  take  3  as  an  adverb  of  time ;  thus  we  shall  obtain  the 
following  clear  and  simple  rendering  : — 
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"  When  the  heat  is  dear  upon  the  Nile, 
And  dewy  the  mist  in  the  day  of  harvest/^ 

The  difficulty  still  remains  to  be  explained  by  any  known 
peculiarity  of  the  climate  of  either  Palestine^  Egypt,  or  Nubia, 
the  dewy  mist  in  the  day  of  harvest;  and  this  difficulty  is 
equally  great  whether  we  adopt  the  translation  given  above,  or 
adhere  to  the  Authorized  Version.  We  are  of  opinion  that  in 
this  verse  there  is  no  figure,  but  that  the  real  harvest  of  Egypt 
or  Nubia  is  intended.  Some  commentators  seem  to  think  that 
•wp  here  means  the  vintage.  We  doubt  whether  this  can  be 
justified  :  they  seem  to  have  adopted  the  notion  from  the  follow- 
ing verse,  which  is  by  no  means  conclusive.  The  harvest  there 
may  be,  not  the  vintage,  but  the  genuine  wheat  or  barley 
harvest ;  or  it  may  be  wholly  figurative.  Forskal'  tells  us  of 
the  dews  of  Egypt:  ^'Of  no  less  advantage ^^  than  the  rains, 
Nile-flood,  and  artificial  irrigation,  **  are  the  dewy  mists  (nebulm 
rorifertB),  precisely  Isaiah^s  Vd  a»,  which  are  so  dense  about  Cairo 
at  the  end  of  January  as  not  to  disperse  before  ten  o'clock,  and 
leave  the  trees  and  herbs  as  wet  as  after  rain.''  Whether  these 
continue  in  the  following  month,  which  would  almost  bring  us 
to  barley-harvest,  we  cannot  discover.  Such,  however,  would 
appear  to  have  been  the  case  in  the  land  of  'Uz,  since  Job 
(xxix.  19)  says,  "The  dew  Vd  lay  all  night  upon  my  harvest  -rspf 
where  it  is  true  our  version  and  many  critics  take  the  last  word 
to  mean  branch ;  though  the  LXX.  and  Yulgate  agree  in  trans- 
lating it  by  harvest. 

On  the  whole  it  appears  to  us  that  the  meaning  intended  to 
be  conveyed  is,  that  Jehovah  would  have  finished  his  work  in 
the  destruction  of  Sennacherib's  army  before  the  Egyptian 
summer, — nay,  even  before  the  Egyptian  harvest. 

Ver.  5.  For  afore  the  harvest. \ — As  noticed  above,  some 
translators, — Dathe  and  Doederlein,  for  example, — take  this  for 
the  vintage,  but  without  proof.  The  grapes  being  ripe  in  Egypt 
in  July,  one  would  suppose  that  the  flowering  season  was  in 
May.  If  then  we  are  to  understand  literally  the  following  ex- 
pression concerning  the  state  of  the  grapes,  the  time  indicated 
will  be  the  middle  of  June.  This,  however,  is  irreconcilable 
with  the  literal  understanding  of  the  harvest,  for  that  is  over 
before  June.  And  accordingly  we  feel  inclined  to  a  figurative 
interpretation  of  the  whole  of  the  expressions  concerning  the 
state  of  the  vintage.  This  we  must  at  least  do  with  respect  to 
the  pruning  of  the  vines,  understanding  by  the  immaturity  of 
the  grapes  the  incompleteness  of  Sennacherib's  projects.    This 

'  Flora  Ardbica,  xlii. 
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idea  has  been  familiarized  to  us  by  Shakespear  in  the  well-known 
passage  (Henry  VIII.,  act  iii.,  scene  2) : — 

"  To-day  he  puts  forth 
The  tender  leaves  of  hope,  to-morrow  blossoms, 
And  bears  his  blushing  honours  thick  upon  him ; 
The  third  day  comes  a  frost,  a  killing  frost ; 
And  when  he  thinks, — good  easy  man, — full  surely 
His  greatness  is  a  ripening,  nips  his  root, 
And  then  he  falls  as  I  do." 

Ver.  6.  They  shall  be  left  together  for  the  fowls  of  the  moun- 
tains.']— The  LXX.  translators  evidently  found  the  word  tm  "of 
the  mountains ''  repeated  after  ti>9  "  the  fowls/^  in  both  places  of 
this  verse ;  and  its  addition  in  the  second  place  commends  itself 
to  the  ear,  so  that  we  have  no  doubt  of  its  genuineness.  It  is  to 
be  observed,  however,  that  by  a  blunder,  or  the  conceit  of  some 
pseudo-critical  transcriber,  T179  opeLvrji:  of  the  hill-country  has 
been  converted  into  rov  ovpavov  of  the  heaven ;  and  this  cor- 
ruption, it  would  seem  from  the  Syriac  bexaplar  version,  took 
place  before  the  revision  of  Origen,  who  let  it  stand,  merely 
marking  with  the  obelisk  the  second  occurrence  of  tov  ovpavov. 
The  very  same  corruption  has  taken  place  in  Psalm  xlix.  12. 
Rosenmiiller  adduces  some  arguments  not  to  be  despised,  in 
order  to  shew  that  the  words  yip  and  rpn  should  be  taken  in  very 
different  senses  from  those  which  the  English  Version,  following 
the  Chaldee  and  Jerome,  has  given.  His  version  may  be  thus 
represented : — 

And  the  fowls  .  .  .  shall  turn  sick  at  the  sight  of  them ; 

And  all  beasts  of  the  earth  turn  from  them  with  loathing. 
It  certainly  gives  us  a  very  forcible  idea  of  the  immensity  of 
the  slaughter,  that  all  the  beasts  and  birds  of  prey  should  thus 
gorge  themselves  to  disgust  upon  the  carcases.  But  to  our 
minds  the  same  idea  of  enormous  destruction  is  conveyed  by  the 
statement  that  the  carcases  should  feed  all  the  vultures,  dogs, 
and  jackals  of  the  neighbourhood  for  the  next  six  months.  We 
therefore  prefer,  even  if  the  balance  of  the  ancient  versions  is 
slightly  against  us,  to  adhere  to  the  received  exposition.  Per- 
haps, however,  fp  is  rather  messem  agere  than  sestivare,  and  ^pn 
auctumnum  agere  than  hiemare.  And  as  the  destruction  was 
to  take  place  before  the  harvest,  so  now  it  is  added  that 

The  fowls  of  the  mountains  shall  on  them  spend  harvest. 

And  all  beasts  of  the  earth  pass  the  autumn  upon  them. 
Ver.  7.  At  that  time  shall  a  gift  be  brought.'] — The  com- 
mentators are  here  divided  in  opinion  as  to  whether  the  word  t», 
"a  people,^^  is  in  apposition  with  the  gift  here  mentioned,  or 
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whether  the  preposition  o  "from^^  is  to  be  supplied  firom  t»o 
"of^^  or  ^'from  a  people  ^^  in  the  following  line.  But  the  latter 
supposes  a  harsh  ellipse;  and  the  former  hardly  makes  sense. 
We  therefore  take  o  in  the  common  sense  of  ''  some  of,'  "  a 
portion  of/^  etc.,  and  translate  : — 

At  that  time  shall  be  brought  a  gift 
Unto  Jehovah,  the  Lord  of  hosts ; 
A  gift  of  a  people  scattered  and  peeled, 
Even  some  of  a  people  terrible  once  and  still. 

W.  H.  C. 


Alahoiter. — This  word  occurs  in  Matt.  xxri.  7;  Mark  xiv.  3,  and  Xiuke  Tii. 
37.  In  each  case  it  is  translated  "  sdabaster  hox  f  the  consequence  of  which  has 
heen  that  the  true  character  of  the  object  has  been  very  much  overlooked.  The 
ancient  versions  avoid  this  ambiguity ,  and  either  call  the  vessel  '*  an.  alabaster/' 
or  **  a  vase,"  either  of  which  is  more  correct  than  "  alabaster  box."  Many  of 
these  vessels  have  been  found  not  only  in  Egypt  and  Assyria,  but  in  Greek  and 
Eoman  ruins.  In  his  catalogue  of  the  Hartwell  Museum,  Mr.  Bonomi  figures 
some  of  these,  and  among  them  one  on  which  he  has  the  following  inter^ting 
note : — *'  This  form  of  vase  is  the  most  usual  in  which  costly  scented  ointment 
was  exported  ft'om  Egypt.  It  was  made  at  Alabastron,  on  the  Nile,  and  from  the 
town  the  material  received  its  name,  and  the  vase  was  called  '  an  Alabastron.' 
This  word  in  the  authorized  version  of  the  New  Testament  is  translated  *an 
alabaster  box,'  but  it  might  be  more  correctty  translated  '  an  alabaster  jar.*  As 
the  scent  it  contained  was  of  very  great  price,  the  vase  was  never  meant  to  be 
opened,  but  was  to  give  out  its  fragrance  through  the  sides  of  the  porous  jar. 
Hence,  no  doubt,  arose  the  choice  of  this  particular  stone  to  inclose  it ;  and  hence 
the  blame  thrown  upon  the  woman  who,  in  her  pious  zeal  for  the  Saviour,  broke 
it  for  immediate  use,  and  consumed  in  a  moment  scent  which  might  have  lasted 
for  years.  Yases  of  the  same  material,  and  of  this  particular  form,  are  found  in 
the  toml^  of  Greece  and  Etruria,  and  were  made  in  Egypt,  no  other  quarries  of 
that  stone  being  then  known."  We  have  engraved  some  examples  of  Egyptian 
vases  from  the  collection  in  the  British  Museum.  Some  of  these  vases  were  so 
formed  as  to  require  stands,  which  were  frequently  of  a  simple  tripod  form.  The 
same  material  has  since  been  found  in  Spain,  whence  mineralogists  have  given 
to  it  the  name  of  Aragonite.  A  perfect  alabaster  vase,  bearing  the  name  and 
title  of  the  queen  of  Thothmes  II.,  which  *'  still  contsdns  some  brown  matter 
which  gives  out  an  unctuous  smell,"  is  in  the  collection  of  the  Duke  of  North- 
umberland, at  Alnwick  Castle.  Two  vases,  one  glass,  and  one  alabaster,  found 
at  Nimroud,  are  figured  in  Mr.  Layard's  Nineveh  and  Balwlon,  p.  197.  They 
bear  the  name  of  Sargon  [Isaiah  xx.  1],  and,  says  Mr.  Ijayard,  "  were  pro- 
bably used  for  holding  some  ointment  or  cosmetic."  On  some  vases  was  in- 
scribed the  number  of  bins  they  contained.  If  it  were  necessary,  it  would  be 
easy  to  quote  passages,  both  from  Latin  and  Greek  classic  authors,  to  shew  that 
**  alabestron,"  or  *[  alabaster,"  was  the  name  of  the  vessel,  even  when  it  was 
formed  of  gold,  or  of  other  materials.  The  narrow  neck  of  the  **  aJabastron"  in 
the  hands  of  Mary  was  stopped  or  sealed,  and  when  it  is  said  she  brake  the  box, 
we  are  to  unders&nd  that  she  broke  it  open,  by  removing  the  stopper  and  the 
seal ;  she  would,  at  most,  only  break  off  the  narrow  neck,  and  in  this  state  the 
alabastra  are  in  &ct  often  met  with.  The  oldest  and  best  of  all  the  ancient 
versions,  the  Syriac  Peshito,  says,  in  Mark  xiv.  3,  that  the  woman  had  a  flask  or 
phial,  which  she  opened,  and  then  poured  the  precious  contents  upon  the  Be- 
deemer's  head.— <7aMe^«  Bible  DictioncMry, 
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A  SEBMON:  BT  THE  EEV.  GILBEBT  WHITE  OF  8ELB0BNE. 

[The  Rev.  Gilbert  White  has  left  a  name  and  memory  \vhich 
are  still  cherished  with  aflTectionate  regard  by  the  multitudes 
who  have  read  the  Natural  History  of  Selbome.  This  is  not 
the  place  to  comment  upon  the  work  alluded  to^  nor  to  attempt 
a  sketch  of  its  author^s  character  as  an  indefatigable  and  accurate 
observer  of  nature  j  but  we  may  say  that  Whitens  Natural 
History  of  Selbome  is  one  of  the  few  books  of  its  class  which 
can  be  read^  understood^  and  admired^  by  thousands  who  are 
not  familiar  with  the  arcana  of  science,  and  who  would  be 
repulsed  by  dry  technical  details.  We  naturally  wish  to  know 
all  we  can  of  men  whose  writings  have  endeared  them  to  us ; 
and  as  Gilbert  White  was  a  clergyman,  we  may  well  be  curious 
to  know  what  and  how  he  preached.  Very  little  seems  to  be 
known  of  his  pulpit  exercises,  though  we  may  believe  his 
ministrations  were  adapted  to  the  edification  of  his  flock.  Most 
of  his  life  was  spent  at  Selborne,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  but 
only  one  of  his  sermons  appears  to  have  been  preserved.  Till 
now  that  single  sermon  has  been  unprinted.  Mr.  White's  grand 
nephew,  F.  Gilbert  White,  Esq.,  has  the  original,  and  to  his 
courtesy  we  owe  the  careful  copy  from  which  we  have  printed  it. 
We  have  scrupulously  retained  the  author's  spelling  and  punc- 
tuation. Our  readers  will  accept  the  sermon  as  a  pleasing 
memorial  of  a  great  and  good  man.  Its  author,  who  was  born 
in  1720,  wrote  this  sermon  in  1748,  and  preached  it  for  the  last 
time  in  1792,  only  eight  months  before  his  death.  We  are  quite 
sure  that  many  who  have  learned  to  love  and  honour  the  name 
of  Gilbert  White,  will  be  pleased  to  meet  with  him  in  his 
clerical  character.  The  transcriber  has  sent  to  a  friend,  through 
whom  we  have  received  the  copy,  an  interesting  letter,  from 
which  we  will  quote  only  the  following  remarks :  '*  A.s  to  its 
substance,  I  need  say  nothing;  it  speaks  for  itself:  only  it  is 
interesting  as  shewing  that  at  all  events  it  was  not  every  clergy- 
man in  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  who  preached  'a  dry 
morality  from  which  every  distinctively  Christian  element  was 
struck  out  for  the  sake  of  a  barren  philosophy.^  This  is  certainly 
the  popular  view  of  the  preaching  of  a  hundred  years  ago ;  and 
this  sermon,  at  all  events,  tells  its  own  tale  the  other  way.  It  is 
curious  to  see  how  the  character  which  he  draws  of  a  true 
Christian  takes  in  just  those  marks  which  seem  to  have  dis- 
tinguished his  own  character:  in  both  there  is  more  of  the 
passive  than  the  active  virtues,  more  aim  at  innocence  than  at 
heroism.    This  is  the  more  to  be  noticed  because  the  sermon 
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was  written  in  1748,  when  he  was  only  twenty-eight,  quite  a 
young  man ;  and  perhaps  not  long  in  orders :  so  that  as  far  as 
this  evidence  goes,  he  seems  to  have  been  much  the  same  man 
all  through  life/'] 

Ibt.  Epistle  op  St.  John  4.  20. 

**  He  that  says,  he  loves  God,  hat  hateth  his  Brother,  is  a  Lyar :  for  if  he 
loves  not  his  Brother,  whom  he  hath  seen ;  how  can  he  love  Grod,  whom  he  hath 

not  seen  ?" 

The  text  consists  of  two  parts;  1st,  an  Assertion;  He  that  says, 
he  loves  God,  &  hateth  his  Brother,  is  a  Lyar:  &  2ndly,  the 
Reason  of  that  Assertion;  For  if  he  loves  not  his  Brother, 
whom  he  hath  seen ;  how  can  he  love  God,  whom  he  hath  not 
seen?  Where  the  Interrogative  is  equal  to  a  Negative;  &  is 
the  same  as  if  ^twere  said,  For  he  that  loveth  not  his  Brother, 
whom  he  hath  seen,  cannot  love  God,  whom  he  hath  not  seen. 

Which  Assertion  may  to  some  perhaps  seem  untrue,  &  the 
reason,  by  which  the  Apostle  here  establishes  it,  insufficient ;  it 
being  much  easier,  as  they  may  think,  to  love  God  tvithout 
seeing  him,  than  their  Brother  whom  they  daily  see.  Because 
tho^  God  doth  not  exhibit  himself  to  human  View;  yet  his 
Wisdom,  Power,  &  Goodness,  are  so  visible  in  his  Works,  as  to 
allure  any  one,  that  duly  considers  them,  to  thB  Love  of  so 
excellent  a  Being.  But  on  the  contrary  human  Nature  is  ao 
depraved,  &  wicked,  as  appears  by  the  general  practices  of  Men, 
which  are  mostly  vitious ;  that  barely  to  know  it,  is  to  be  under 
a  kind  of  Necessity  of  hating  it,  unless  we  will  love  that  which 
is  continually  evil.  And  therefore  why  may  we  not,  say  they, 
love  God,  whom  we  have  not  seen,  better  than  our  Brother, 
whom  we  have  seen ;  since  for  the  most  part,  what  we  do,  or  can 
see  in  him,  is  more  likely  to  discourage  than  invite  our  Love. 

But  how  specious  soever  this  arguing  may  appear,  yet  un- 
doubtedly the  Assertion  in  the  Text  must  be  true ;  it  being  the 
Dictate  of  the  Spirit,  which  cannot  deceive,  not  be  deceived. 
And  of  this  we  shall  be  convinced,  if  we  duly  weigh  the  meaning 
of  the*words,  &  the  reasons  whereby  they  may  be  made  out. 

And  first  of  all  the  common  Excuse  for  not  loving  Men 
urged  by  those,  who  would  be  thought  to  love  God,  is  wholly 
taken  away  by  a  right  Understanding  of  the  Word  Brother  in 
this  place.  Whereby  is  meant  a  Brother  in  the  Faith ;  one  who 
by  the  Divine  Word  is  transformed  into  the  Image  of  Xst, 
and  walks  no  longer  after  the  Flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit;  ever 
exercising  himself  as  St.  Paul  did,  to  keep  a  Conscience  void  of 
offence,  towards  God,  and  towards  men,  by  the  Practice  of  all 
the  Virtues.     Now  as  against  such  an  one,  there  is  no  Law,  so 
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neither,  without  the  grossest  Injustice^  can  there  be  any  Hatred 
or  Ill-will.  For  the  proper  return  to  virtue  and  Good-works  is 
Honour,  &  Love;  this  is  their  Due,  and  which  ought  to  be 
rendered  to  them  by  all  people,  where  ever  they  are  found ;  & 
therefore  'tis  great  Iniquity  to  repay  them  in  any  other  Sort. 

And  who  then  can  hate  his  Brother?  such  an  amiable,  & 
engaging  person,  who  hath  all  the  Charms  of  Sobriety,  Righte- 
ousness, and  Holiness :  who  lives  like  an  Angel,  or  Son  of  God, 
here  on  Earth,  having  his  Conversation  all  the  while  in  Heaven, 
where  by  the  Eye  of  Faith  he  continually  behoMs  the  great 
Judge  of  the  World,  &  in  regard  to  him,  &  for  his  Sake,  doth 
every  thing  as  if  He  was  still  present  with  him ;  never  willingly 
entertaining  so  much  as  a  thought  or  uttering  a  word,  or  ven- 
turing upon  any  action  whereby  he  doth  not  hope  to  please  him. 
Who  moreover  studies  to  be  helpful  to  all  Mankind,  to  the 
utmost  of  his  power,  &  also  beyond  it,  pitying,  &  succouring 
even  them  by  his  prayers,  &  good  wishes,  whom  his  alms  & 
Estate  will  not  reach :  &  who  is  so  tender  of  injuring  any 
person,  that  he  had  much  rather  take,  than  do  wrong ;  &  in  all 
Cases,  after  the  Example  of  his  Blessed  Lord,  strives  to  over- 
come evil  with  good.  This  is  the  Brother  meant  by  the  Apostle 
in  the  Text ;  viz :  a  true  one,  who  is  regenerated  after  the  Image 
of  God  in  Righteousness,  &  true  Holiness.  And  who  can 
lay  any  thing  to  the  Charge  of  such  an  one ;  who  can  condemn 
him,  or  find  any  occasion  to  be  at  variance  with  him :  nay  how 
can  any  one  chuse  but  love  &  cherish  him  ?  Which  shews  that 
there  is  no  extraordinary  DiflSculty  in  loving  our  Brother,  in  the 
Ist  Sense  of  that  Word,  as  taken  for  a  good  man,  &  a  good 
Xtian;  &  that  nothing  more  is  needful  thereto,  than  to  keep 
our  Hearts  free  from  Envy,  &  Covetuousness,  &  Pride,  &  the 
like  destructive  Sins,  which  are  apt  to  banish  all  true  love  out 
of  the  Soul.  But  21y  this  is  not  all  that  the  Text  requires  of 
us;  but  moreover  as  the  Word  Brother  may  be  &  often  is  taken 
in  a  larger  Sense,  viz:  for  every  Descendant  from  our  first 
parent  Adam;  it  calls  us  to  higher  &  nobler  Exertions  of  our 
Love,  namely  to  communicate  it  to  those  who  much  less  deserve 
it,  as  for  Instance  to  the  Evil  &  unjust,  &  even  our  Enemies, 
Haters,  &  Persecutors,  who,  notwithstanding  all  these  ill 
QuaUties,  are  still  our  Brethren,  Partakers  of  the  same  Flesh  & 
Blood,  &  of  the  same  humane  Nature,  &  Divine  Extraction,  & 
equally  the  Children  of  God,  &  of  the  promise  of  being  blessed 
in  his  Son,  who  tasted  Death  no  less  for  them,  than  for  us. 
And  in  this  large  Sense  we  are  commanded  by  the  Law  of  God 
to  love  our  Brethren  as  ourselves ;  &  none  of  these  things, 
which  some  people  are  apt  to  urge  as  reasons  why  they  cannot 
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love  their  Brethren,  ever  hinder  ns  from  loving  ourselves.     "We 
are  of  the  same  inconstant,  impotent,  corrupted  Nature;    as 
frail,  &  false,  &  vitious,  as  they ;  &  yet  we  still  love  ourselves,  & 
why  not  then  our  Brethren  too  ?     And  God  knows  these  things 
of  us,  both  of  our  Brethren,  &  ourselves,  &  of  all  Mankind, 
that  we  are  a  vile,  &  sinful  Generation,  still  prone  to  evil,  & 
averse  to  Good.     Yet  did  not  this  seem  a  sufficient  reason  to 
himy  why  he  should  not  embrace  us  all  in  the  Arms  of  his 
Mercy,  &  pour  out  upon  us  the  richest  blessings  of  his  Pity,  & 
Love ;  by  which  ^tis  evident,  that  the  Vices  &  Imperfections  of 
men  are  no  justifiable  Ground  for  not  loving  them.     Besides 
what  is  more  common  than  for  people  to  connive  at  the  Faults 
&  Infirmities  of  those  whom  by  nature,  or  upon  carnal  motives, 
they  have  a  kindness  for ;  &  to  love  them  never  the  worse.     As 
who  almost  are  there,  who  do  not  know  these  things  of  their 
Children,  &  yet  are  in  much  more  Danger  of  loving  them  too 
much,  than  too  little  ?    And  is  it  not  usual  for  men  to  bear  with 
the  ill  Humours,  &  Vices  of  those  from  whom  they  have  worldly 
Expectations,  &  a  prospect  of  temporal  Advantages?     Which 
shows  the  possibility  of  putting  the  Duty  of  general  Love  in 
practice,  not  withstanding  the  forementioned  objections  of  the 
Impracticability  of  it,  upon  the  Score  of  the  Immorality  & 
Odiousness  of  the  greatest   part  of  mankind.     For  if  these 
things  do  not  obstruct  our  love  to  ourselves  &  our  Children,  & 
to  such,  from  whom  we  look  for  Advantages,  when  such  persons 
have  as  great  Infirmities,  &  Defects,  &  are  guilty  of  as  gross 
Faults  as  other  of  our  Neighbours ;  why  should  they  stop  the 
current  of  our  affections  to  any  one  whatsoever?     Doth  Relation 
to  us  alter  the  Case,  &  that  Respect  alone  impart  worth  & 
amiableness  to  things,  which  otherwise  have  none:  or  is  there 
no  such  thing  as  virtue  in  the  world,  but  all  our  actions  are  to 
be  guided  by  Interest  ?     And  if  we  can  love  worthless,  &  Sinful 
Objects,  when  influenced  thereto  by  natural  Propensity,  Hopes 
of  Gain,  Humor  or  the  like  mean  Incitements ;  surely  ^tis  but 
just,  that  God  should  require  as  ipuch  of  tLS  towards  the  whole 
Race  of  Mankind.     And  considering  what  great  things  God 
has  already  done  for  us,  &  what  more  &  greater  he  assures  us 
he  tvill  do,  if  we  please  him;  certainly  no  motive  whatsoever 
ought  to  be  half  so  powerful  to  perswade  us  to  the  Exercise  of 
this  Affection  in  it^s  largest  Extent,  (if  we  will  not  by  reason,  & 
an  eye  to  our  supreme  Good)  as  his  commanding  it,  &  enforcing 
it  with  the  most  pretious  promises  on  the  one  side,  &  with  the 
most  dreadful  threats,  &  terrors  on  the  other. 

21y.  ^Twill  appear  plainly  that  they  are  Lyars  who  say  they 
love  God,  when  they  do  not  love  their  neighbours,  because  the 
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love  of  our  Neighbours  is  altogether  as  necessary  &  essential  a 
part  of  true  Religion,  as  the  love  of  God.  If  any, person  loves 
God,  his  or  her  affection  must  arise  from  the  Conscience  of  God's 
being  their  Maker,  &  Governour,  whom  therefore  they  are 
bound  to  obey  &  serve  in  all  things,  which  they  know  to  be  his 
will.  Now  'tis  certain  that  God  no  less  commands  us  to  love 
our  Brethren,  than  himself;  so  that  to  be  careful  of  our  respects 
to  him,  &  careless  of  those  to  men,  is  to  be  defective  in  one  half 
of  our  Religion :  &  tho'  we  may  think  it  such  a  part  only,  as 
God  will  not  much  regard,  provided  we  be  but  duly  observant  of 
our  Duty  to  him ;  'tis  certainly  a  very  great  Mistake.  For  our 
Saviour  to  remove  this  error  (into  which  he  saw  people  apt  to 
run)  hath  eoepressly  told  us,  that  tho'  to  love  God  with  all  the 
heart,  be  the  first  &  greatest  Commandment ;  yet  that  the  second, 
Thou  shalt  love  thy  Neighbour,  as  thyself,  is  like  unto  it, 
(Math.  xxii.  39)  as  necessary  &  obliging,  &  no  less  insisted  on 
by  God,  nor  less  perfective  of  Men.  God  hath  joined  these  two 
together,  &  will  not,  upon  any  account  whatever,  permit  them  to 
be  put  asunder :  to  serve  him  in  one  of  these  Instances  only,  & 
not  in  the  other  also,  is  to  no  more  purpose  than  if  we  failed  in 
Both :  because  God  will  not  accept  the  one  without  the  other. 
He  as  expressly  requires  that  we  should  do  justly,  &  exercise 
love  &  mercy ;  as  walk  humbly  with  him,  in  order  to  the  pleas- 
ing him.  (Mich.  6,  8.) 

And  the  Apostle  tells  us,  this  Commandment  have  we  from 
him,  that  he  who  loveth  God  love  his  Brother  also.  (1  Jo.  4,  21.) 
Unless  our  Brotherly  Love  keeps  equal  pace  with  our  Devotion, 
or  rather  precedes  it,  to  make  a  way,  &  open  a  Door  of  Accept- 
ance for  it,  all  our  acts  of  piety  are  but  lost  labour.  For  doth 
not  our  Lord  send  us  from  the  very  Altar  of  God,  &  bid  us 
leave  there  our  Gift,  rather  than  proceed  any  farther  in  offering 
it,  if  whilest  we  are  about  it,  we  call  to  mind  that  there  remains 
any  Difference,  or  Breach  of  Charity  between  us,  &  any  other 
person ;  &  to  go  &  first  be  reconciled  to  our  Brother,  &  then 
(&  not  'till  then)  to  come  thither  again,  &  offer  our  Gift? 
(Math.  5,  23,  24.)  Thereby  declaring,  that  'tis  vain  to  present 
ourselves,  or  any  of  our  Services  to  God,  'till  we  are  in  perfect 
Charity  with  all  men;  &  that  in  our  approaches  to  God,  our 
Love  to  men,  who  are  all  our  Brethren,  is  altogether  as  necessary 
to  recommend  us  to  him,  as  our  Piety  to  himself. 

And  moreover  31y  we  prove  ourselves  Lyars,  when  we  pretend 
to  love  God,  &  at  the  same  time  don't  love  our  Brethren ;  be- 
cause without  loving  them,  we  cannot  give  any  suflScient  proofs 
of  our  loving  God.  Forasmuch  as  the  Love  of  men  necessarily 
follows  the  true  Love  of  God,  as  Man  is  God's  declared  Repre- 
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sentative,  &  Favourite,  &  that,  which  next  to  himself^  he  most 
recommends  to  our  Love.  'Tis  the  Nature  of  Love  to  extend 
itself  to  all  things  belonging  to  it^s  Beloved,  &  mostly  to  those, 
who  are  most  near  &  dear  to  him;  &  such  doubtless  to  every 
Parent  are  his  Children,  those  that  bear  his  Similitude,  as  all 
men  do  God's ;  &  therefore  every  one  that  loveth  him  must  love 
them  also.  DonH  the  Apostle  lay  it  down  as  a  never-failing 
rule,  that  every  one  that  loveth  him  who  begat,  loveth  him  also 
who  is  begotten  of  him?  (1  Joh.  5,  1.)  We  have  not,  nor  can 
have  any  surer  way  of  expressing  our  Love,  &  endearing  our- 
selves to  God,  than  by  an  affectionate  mind,  &  actions  to  his 
offspring,  all  mankind;  to  whom  God  has  owned  a  peculiar 
Kindness,  &  most  especial  Begard. 

And  41y.  They  must  needs  be  Lyars,  who  tho*  they  love  not 
men,  yet  pretend  to  love  God;  because  every  true  Lover  of 
God,  as  he  makes  the  words  &  commands  of  God,  so  doth  he 
also  his  example,  the  Rule  of  his  Actions,  &  sets  himself  to 
copy  after  it  to  the  utmost  of  his  power ;  that  he  may  be  as  like 
him  in  mind,  &  manner  as  possible.  We  are  bid  (Ephes.  5, 1, 2) 
to  be  followers  of  God,  as  dear  Children;  &  to  walk  in  Love,  as 
Xst  also  loved  us,  &  gave  himself  for  us.  Thereby  teaching  us 
Ist  that  all  truly  loving,  &  obedient  Children  of  God  think  it 
their  Duty  to  imitate  their  Heavenly  Father,  in  what  they  may; 
&  that  to  be  transformed  in  their  inward  Affections  &  outward 
Deeds  into  his  Divine  Image  is  their  chief  Glory,  &  best  proof 
of  their  being  his  Children :  and  21y  that  the  highest  of  all  per- 
fections,  even  of  the  Divine,  is  an  unlimited  &  universal  Love; 
&  that  therein  principally  &  above  all  other  Virtues,  we  are 
required  to  resemble  God ;  &  as  he  has  loved  us,  tho*  no  way 
deserving  his  Love,  so  we  should  love  others,  tho'  imdeserving 
of  our  Love,  &  do  as  we  have  been  done  unto. 

51y  and  lastly,  they  are  Lyars,  who  make  a  shew  of  lovinjg 
God  without  loving  their  Brethren ;  because  the  Love  of  God  is 
an  higher,  &  more  difficult  Duty,  than  the  Love  of  Men;  & 
therefore  not  attainable  but  by  first  practicing  this,  which  is  the 
way  &  preparative  to  that :  According  to  the  Apostle's  words 
here,  'tis  easier  loving  our  Brother,  whom  we  have  seen,  iiian 
God  we  have  not  seen.  For  tho*  God  be  in  himself  infinitely 
more  lovely  than  Man,  yet  His  more  natural  &  easy,  that  is,  it 
lyes  more  in  our  way,  &  is  more  practicable  for  us  in  our  present 
state  to  love  men  than  God.  And  our  Love  to  men  must  in 
some  measure  precede  our  Love  to  God,  tho'  afterwards  that  be 
confirmed  &  heightened  &  compleated  by  this.  And  tho'  our 
Love  to  God  be  the  first,  &  greatest  Commandment  in  respect 
of  the  Dignity  of  the  Object;  yet  that  which  is  said  to  be  but 
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the   second^  &  subordinate   precept,  namely  our  love  to  our 
Brethren,  is  first  in  the  Order  of  things.     Good-nature,  &  Pity, 
&  those  common  respects,  &  Kindnesses,  which  we  all  find  our- 
selves to  stand  in  need  of,  from  one  another,  must  first  have  a 
place  in  our  Hearts,  before  divine  Charity,  or  the  Love  of  the 
most  High,  (he  whom  no  Mortal  hath  seen  or  ever  shall  see)  can 
enter  into  them.    For  as  the  Apostle  says,  that  is  not  first  which 
is  spiritual,  but  that  which  is  natural ;  &  afterwards  that  which 
is  spiritual.  (1  Cor.  15.)     If  people  will  not  follow  Nature  in  her 
most  urgent  AflFections,  &  importunate  Requests,  such  as  Love, 
Fellow-feeling,  Compassion  &c :  how  should  they  ever  arrive  at 
the  higher  attainments  of  Grace,  &  Spiritual  Perfection  ?     For 
the  ways  &  proceedings  of  God  are  regular,  &  gradual,  rising 
from  one  Degree  of  Accomplishment  to  an  other :  as  ^tis  in  the 
natural  Growth  of  things.     We  must  first  learn  to  be  loving  & 
compassionate  to  those  of  our  own  Species,  those  who  are  a  Sort 
of   second  selves  to  us,  before  we  can  raise  our  Afiections  to 
supernatural  &  immaterial  things,  and  love  him  who  is  exalted 
far   above  all.      And  if  when  the  objects  of  Pity  &  Charity 
present  themselves  to  us,  we  will  not  be  moved  with  what  we 
hear  &  see,  &  in  somewhat  the  like  Instances  daily  feel  in  our- 
selves; if  our  Affections  are  not  to  be  wrought  upon  by  the 
Testimony  of  our  Senses,  which  are  the  most  immediate,  quickest 
&  surest  means  of  knowledge,  we  shall  doubtless  remain  immov- 
able to  all  other  motives  whatsoever:  if  from  our  dayly  Con- 
versation, &  Experience  in  the  World  we  are  not  convinced  of 
the  Necessity  of  Justice,  Charity,  &  mutual  good  Offices  among 
Men ;  how  should  we  ever  be  made  Sensible  of  the  Needfulness 
of  the  Love,  &  Worship,  &  Service  of  God :  since  those  are  the 
most  plain  &  obvious  part  of  our  Duty;  &  no  Nations  have 
erred  so  much  in  their  Notions  of  them,  as  these.     Thus  the 
Apostle  says  (1  Joh.  3,  17)  ^^  Whoso  hath  this  world's  good,  & 
seeth  his  Brother  have  need,  &  shutteth-up  his  Bowels  of  Com- 
passion from  him,  how  dwelleth  the  Love  of  God  in  him  "?    If 
such  close  &  pressing  Motives,  which  come  so  home  to  every  one 
of  tis,  as  that  the  name  being  changed,  the  Case  is  exactly  our 
oum-,  if  THEY  cannot  work  in  us  tenderness  &  Commiseration, 
His  not  at  all  credible,  that  God  who  dwells  far  above  out  of  our 
sight,  &  whom  we  cannot  approach  unto,  should  ever  come 
within  our  enquiry,  or  be  any  way  regarded  by  us ;  but  on  the 
contrary  be  as  far  out  of  our  minds,  &  Affections,  as  he  is  out 
of  our  Sight. 

Thus  I  hope  I  have  cleared  the  Text,  both  the  Assertion,  & 
reason  of  it. 

April  3rd,  1748 Nov.  I8tb,  1793. 
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EXEGESIS  OF  DIFFICULT  PASSiOES. 
Matt.  iv.  1 — 11.     Luke  iv.  1—38. 

Qu£STioN  I.    Was  the  tempter  visible  or  invisible  during  the 
temptation  of  our  Lord? 

Dean  Alford  in  the  fourth  edition  of  the  first  volume  of  his 
Greek  Testament  declines  to  give  an  opinion  on  the  question, 
whether  the  temptation  of  our  Lord  was  outward  and  the  pre- 
sence of  the  tempter  visible,  or  whether  it  was  inward  and  con- 
fined to  his  own  mind.  He  suggests^  however,  that  the  third 
and  last  temptation,  according  to  the  order  of  St.  Matthew^  or 
second,  according  to  that  of  St.  Luke^  presents  considerable  dif- 
ficulty to  those  who  consider  the  tempter  to  have  been  invisible. 
We  had  formerly  the  advantage  of  the  instructions  of  the  pre- 
sent Bishop  of  Manchester,  and  were  much  struck  by  some 
observations  of  his  on  this  subject.  He  told  the  class^  so  far  as 
our  memory  serves  us^  that  if  the  tempter  had  been  visible,  the 
temptation  would  not  have  been  a  temptation  at  all,  and  criti- 
cized rather  severely  Milton's  representation  of  the  evil  one,  as 
appearing  in  the  form  of  an  old  man.  Had  our  Lord  known 
that  he  was  at  that  precise  moment  being  tempted  by  the  devil, 
he  or  any  man  must  have  been  on  his  guard  at  once,  and  have 
repelled  in  an  instant  the  assault  of  the  enemy.  "  Surely,''  said 
he,  "  the  tempter  must  have  been  invisible  to  have  suggested 
thoughts  to  Jesus,  which  he  could  not  distinguish  from  the 
workings  of  his  own  mind,  but  which  he  combated  as  described 
in  the  text  of  Scripture."  Moreover,  it  is  not  improbable  that 
only  the  principle  of  the  three  temptations  is  given  us,  and  that 
some  at  least  of  them  were  insinuated  in  a  more  covert  manner, 
though  exhibited  to  us  in  their  naked  deformity. 

Let  us  go  through  the  three  temptations  in  order,  according 
to  the  arrangement  of  St.  Matthew,  and  see  what  difficulties 
they  respectively  present  to  the  theories  of  the  visibility  or 
invisibility  of  the  tempter ;  first  remarking,  that  Jesus  is  not 
represented  as  having  gone  into  the  wilderness  spontaneously, 
but  as  having  been  conducted  thither  by  an  irresistible  spiritual 
influence.  "  Then  was  Jesus  led  up  by  the  Spirit  into  the  wil- 
derness to  be  tempted  by  the  devil."  Similar  or  stronger  words 
are  used  by  St.  Mark  in  his  very  brief  allusion  to  the  tempta- 
tion :  "  And  immediately  the  spirit  driveth  him  {ixlSdWei)  into 
the  wilderness."  St.  Luke  uses  very  remarkable  words,  im- 
plying^ as  well  as  St.  Mark  that  the  temptation  continued  more 
or  less  djiring  the  whole  forty  days :  ^^  And  Jesus  returned  full 
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of  the  Holy  Spirit  from  the  Jordan,  and  was  led  (imperfect 
tense)  up  and  down  in  the  wilderness  under  the  influence  of  the 
Spirit  {iv  T^  TTvev/MiTL)  forty  days,  being  tempted  (present  tense 
of  continued  action)  by  the  devil/^ 

Now,  suppose  that  in  this  state  of  what  we — humanly  speak- 
ing— should  call  spiritual  exaltation,  after  a  prolonged  fast  of 
forty  days,  an  aged  man  should  have  accosted  him,  reminded 
him  of  the  voice  from  heaven  immediately  after  his  baptism,  and 
required  of  him  a  proof  of  that  sonship  which  had  thus  been 
solemnly  announced  :  "  If  thou  art  Son  of  God,  bid  that  these 
stones  become  loaves  ?"  Could  any  plan  of  temptation  more 
likely  to  put  the  person  tempted  on  his  guard  be  devised? 
What  cunning,  what  subtlety  would  there  be  in  such  a  ques- 
tion so  asked !  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  devil,  having  received 
power  over  the  mind  and  not  over  the  body  of  our  Lord,  had 
suggested  such  a  thought  to  his  mind  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be 
undistinguishable  from  his  own  thoughts,  how  really  dangerous 
and  subtle  a  temptation  would  it  have  been  !  Our  Lord  would 
have  been  led  to  say  within  himself:  '^  I  have  been  publicly 
greeted  and  acknowledged  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  yet  am  now 
here  suffering  the  pangs  of  hunger ;  may  I  not  use  my  Sonship 
in  commanding  God^s  creatures  to  assume  the  shape  and  form 
in  which  they  will  be  most  useful  to  me  ?"  The  reply  is  equally 
conclusive  as  against  the  temptation,  whether  the  tempter  be 
supposed  visible  or  invisible  :  "  It  stands  written,  not  on  bread 
alone  shall  man  live,  but  on  every  word  proceeding  forth  through 
the  mouth  of  God." 

The  second  temptation,  to  our  mind,  presents  still  greater 
difficulties  to  those  who  hold  the  visibility  of  the  tempter,  and 
to  be  most  plain  and  easy  of  explanation  to  the  maintainers  of 
his  invisibility.  "  Then  the  devil  taketh  him  into  the  holy  city, 
and  places  him  upon  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple,  and  says  to 
him.  If  thou  art  Son  of  God,  cast  thyself  down ;  for  it  stands 
written :  To  his  angels  will  he  give  charge  concerning  thee,  and 
en  their  hands  will  they  lift  thee,  lest  at  any  time  thou  dash 
thy  foot  against  a  stone/^  To  be  carried  bodily  by  the  tempter 
to  Jerusalem,  placed  upon  the  highest  point  of  the  temple,  and 
there  called  upon  a  second  time  for  a  proof  of  Sonship,  would 
have  been  the  very  thing  to  put  our  Lord  on  his  guard  against 
the  evil  being  who  was  addressing  him.  But  if  we  suppose  that 
the  devil  had  received  power,  not  over  the  body,  but  over  the 
mind  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  he  was  carried  not  in  the 
body,  but  in  the  spirit  or  mentally  to  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple, 
that  in  fact  he  was  compelled  to  imagine  himself  there,  and 
make  up  hfs  mind  as  to  how  he  would  act  under  the  circum- 
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Btances,  then  the  temptation  becomes  one  of  a  very  subtle  and 
dangerous  nature.  Parallel  instances  of  mental  change  of  place 
will  be  found  in  Eev.  xvii.  8,  ^'  So  he  carried  me  away  in  the 
spirit  into  the  wilderness,  and  I  saw  a  woman/^  etc.  Rer. 
xxi.  10,  **  And  he  carried  me  away  in  the  spirit  to  a  great  and 
high  mountain,  and  shewed  me  the  holy  city  Jerusalem,  descend- 
ing out  of  heaven  from  God."  2  Cor.  xii.  2,  "  I  knew  a  man  in 
Christ  fourteen  years  ago,  (whether  in  the  body,  I  know  not ; 
or  whether  out  of  the  body,  I  know  not :  God  knoweth  ;)  such 
a  one  caught  up  as  far  as  the  third  heaven,"  etc.  Had  our 
Lord  assented  to  the  tempter  in  this  case,  the  next  step  would 
have  been  for  him  to  go  in  the  body  to  the  pinnacle  of  the 
temple,  and  actually  take  this  means  of  declaring  himself  the 
Son  of  God,  in  faith  that  God  would  work  a  wonder  to  preserve 
him.  But  instead  of  this,  he  replies,  that  it  is  not  allowable  for 
a  human  being  to  expect  God  to  alter  or  reverse  the  general 
laws  of  nature  for  a  mere  wish  of  his  own.  It  stands  written 
again :  *'  Thou  shalt  not  tempt  the  Lord  thy  God." 

We  now  come  to  the  temptation  which  Dean  Alford  cwi- 
siders  to  present  the  greatest  difficulty  to  those,  who,  like  our- 
selves, suppose  the  tempter  to  have  been  invisible  and  the 
temptotion  to  have  been  a  purely  mental  one.  "  Again  the 
devil  taketh  him  up  on  to  an  exceedingly  high  mountain,  and 
sheweth  him  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world,  ^nd  their  glory; 
and  saith  to  him.  All  these  things  will  I  give  thee,  if  thou 
fallest  down  and  worshippest  me.  Then  saith  Jesus  to  him, 
Get  away  behind  me,  Satan :  for  it  stands  written.  The  Lord 
thy  God  shalt  thou  worship,  and  him  only  shalt  thou  serve." 

Now  suppose  for  an  instant  the  tempter  to  have  been  visible, 
and  to  have  made  his  last  effort  and  played  his  last  card  by 
attacking  our  Lord  nakedly  and  without  reserve  with  a  tempta- 
tion such  as  this.  The  devil  asks  the  person  who  has  just  been 
owned  and  acknowledged  as  the  Son  of  God,  without  any  more 
ado  to  fall  down  and  worship  him  for  a  reward,  which  might  be 
expected  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  such  a  person  without  any 
such  interference!  Would  it  be  possible  to  imagine  such  a 
person  yielding  to  or  being  in  any  danger  from  such  a  tempta- 
tion ?  Would  it  not  be  the  most  stupid  and  senseless  course 
that  a  tempter  could  pursue,  to  endeavour  to  attain  his  object  in 
such  a  manner  ?  Would  he  not  be  taking  the  very  best  means 
of  frustrating  his  own  object  ? 

If,  however,  the  tempter  were  invisible,  and  suggested  to  our 
Lord^s  own  mind  thoughts  embodying  in  a  very  veiled  and  dis- 
guised form  the  principle  which  we  find  recorded  in  its  naked 
deformity,  the  temptation  might  easily  be  one  of  a  most  subtle 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1863.]  Exegesis  of  Difficult  Passages.  807 

and  dangerous  nature.  Suppose  the  account  we  have  to  be  a  brief 
sammary  of  an  attempt  made  by  the  Ruler  or  god  of  this  world 
to  induce  Christ's  human  nature  to  conform  to  the  current  views 
and  prejudices  of  his  countrymen,  by  raising  the  standard  of 
revolt  against  the  Komans  with  the  kingdoms  of  the  Kocfw^  or 
otKovfievT),  i,e,,  of  Palestine,  as  his  base  of  operations.  This 
would  have  been  a  virtual  falling  down  and  worshipping  the 
ruler  of  the  Jewish  world,  whereas  our  Lord's  grand  protest 
was  against  the  hypocritical,  selfish,  and  arrogant  system  raised 
upon  the  basis  of  the  law  by  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees.  Had 
he  acted  thus,  had  he  appeared  as  the  kind  of  Messiah  which  his 
countrymen  expected,  he  would  have  been  a  Barabbas  or  a 
BarchochebaSy  not  a  Jbsus.  His  kingdom  would  have  been  of 
this  world,  and  his  servants  would  have  fought  for  his  temporal 
power  and  temporal  sovereignty.  Thus  the  sin  to  which  he  was 
tempted  would  have  been  a  violation  of  his  moral  sense  or  con- 
science, a  doing  evil  that  good  might  come,  and  a  degrading 
himself  to  become  the  servant  of  the  current  prejudices  of  the 
people,  and  thus  a  falling  down  and  worshipping  their  father  the 
devil  (John  viii.  44)  instead  of  his  Father  God  Almighty. 

It  is  immaterial  in  the  case  of  this  third  temptation,  whether 
we  suppose  our  Lord  to  have  actually  ascended  a  high  mountain, 
whence  a  view  was  obtained  over  the  several  kingdoms  or  pro- 
vinces of  Palestine,  or  whether  we  suppose  him  to  have  done  so 
in  imagination  only,  as  illustrated  by  the  passages  quoted  above. 
In  either  case  the  temptation  presented  to  his  mind^s  eye  was 
one  which  was  decisive  as  to  whether  he  were  a  true  or  false 
Christ,  no  longer  involving  the  question,  "  If  thou  art  the  Son 
of  God,''  but  taking  it  for  granted  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God, 
and  suggesting  a  wrong  way  of  entering  upon  his  mission  as 
such. 

Question  II.  How  far  were  the  divine  and  human  natures  of 

our  Lord  in  communication  with  each  other  during  the 

temptation  ? 

Another  important  question  is  involved  here,  and  that  is  how 
far  the  divine  and  human  natures  of  our  Lord  were  in  commu- 
nication with  each  other  during  the  temptation  ?  Assuming  it 
as  fully  proved  to  stand  revealed,  that  he  was  perfect  God  and 

Eerfect  Man ;  the  question  of  the  amount  of  intercourse  between 
is  two  natures  has  remained,  we  believe,  unconsidered  up  to 
the  present  d^y.  Confining  ourselves  first  of  all  to  the  narrative 
of  the  temptation  itself,  we  find  a  difficulty  in  believing  it  to 
have  been  a  real  and  bond  fide  temptation  at  all,  and  are  strongly 
led  to  suppose  it  to  have  been  a  temptation  merely  in  show  or 

X  2 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


*  808  Exegesis  of  Difficult  Passages,  [July, 

semblance^  rh  BoKetv,  upon  the  theory  that  our  Lord^s  two 
natures  were  in  full  and  constant  communion  and  communica- 
tion with  each  other,  so  that  he  was  subject  to  surprise  and 
sorrow  as  man,  while  he  worked  his  miracles  of  his  own  power 
unaided  as  God.  Hence  many  have  supposed  that  the  devil 
believed  himself  to  have  been  tempting  a  mere  man,  whereas  he 
was  really  tempting  a  divine  person,  and  thus  all  his  subtleties 
were  unavailing  against  the  omniscient  Being,  with  whom  he 
had  unwittingly  entered  into  conflict.  But  thus  the  temptation 
appears  to  have  been  no  temptation  at  all,  but  merely  the  sem- 
blance of  one,  and  resolves  itself  into  a  kind  of  deceit  practised 
upon  the  archdeceiver.  And  those  who  hold  this  view  appear 
to  fall  under  the  denunciation  of  Ignatius  as  partakers  of  the 
heresy  of  the  Docetae,  who,  "  being  themselves  a  semblance/' 
avTol  TO  SoKciv  6pt€<;,  maintained  that  our  Lord  suffered,  to 
hoKelv,  in  semblance.  Just  write  irerrreipdaOai  "  was  tempted,^' 
for  Trerrovdivai  "  suffered,"  and  we  have  an  exact  description  of 
this  school  from  the  pen  of  Ignatius.*  But  surely  the  tempta- 
tion was  a  real  and  momentous  matter,  in  which  the  whole 
human  race  in  the  person  of  the  Saviour  was  on  its  trial,  and 
was  victorious  in  that  trial,  just  as  it  had  been  on  its  trial  in  the 
person  of  Adam — whatever  be  our  explanation  of  the  circum- 
stances related,  whether  as  facts  or  symbols,  which  is  immaterial 
to  our  present  argument,  in  the  beginning  of  Genesis — and  had 
grievously  failed  when  there  was  but  a  single  opportunity  of 
failing. 

It  has  always  seemed  to  us  that  the  character  of  the  tempta- 
tion consisted  in  this  :  (1)  that  the  divine  and  human  natures  of 
our  Lord  were  not  in  communication ;  (2)  that  the  mystery  of 
his  earthly  existence  was,  that  he  was  not  only  perfect  man,  but 
mere  man  and  very  God  at  one  and  the  same  time ;  and  (3)  that 
the  attempt  of  the  evil  spirit  was  to  induce  his  human  nature  to 
take  some  step  or  other,  which  would  place  it  in  an  attitude  of 
opposition,  if  not  of  absolute  antagonism  to  his  divine  nature, 
whereby  the  grand  scheme  of  redemption  would  have  been  frus- 
trated at  the  outset.  Let  us  proceed  to  see  what  bearing  pas- 
sages from  other  portions  of  Scripture  have  upon  this  theory, 
which  is  undoubtedly  ^rim(i/ad^  just  as  applicable  to  the  events 
of  the  temptation  as  the  ordinary  one. 

It  is  evident  from  Scripture  that  our  Lord  was  subject  to  the 
operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  just  as  any  other  man.  Not  only 
was  he  "  led  up  by  the  Spirit  into  the  wilderness  ^o  be  tempted 
of  tl^e  devil "  (Matt.  iv.  1),  but  the  prophetic  voice  of  Isaiah 

«  Ad  TraU,  10,  and  Ad  Smym,,  2  and  4. 
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ascribes  his  actions  as  the  Messiah  to  the  immediate  operation 
of  the  same  spirit.  Matt.  xii.  18,  "  Behold  my  servant,  whom  I 
have  chosen ;  my  beloved,  in  whom  my  soul  is  well  pleased  :  / 
will  put  my  spirit  upon  him,  and  he  shall  shew  judgment  to  the 
Gentiles.^'  But  the  most  important  passage  in  its  bearing  upon 
this  point  is  perhaps  Heb.  ix.  14 :  "  How  much  more  shall  the 
blood  of  Christ,  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  himself 
without  spot  to  God,  purge  your  conscience  from  dead  works  to 
serve  the  living  God  V^  Thus  making  the  work  of  the  Atone- 
ment itself  dependent  uppn  the  operation  or  influence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

The  important  passage  (Phil.  ii.  5 — 11)  which  so  clearly 
proves  the  antecedent  existence  of  our  Lord  as  God,  is  grievously 
marred  as  regards  his  position  as  man  in  the  Authorized  Version, 
which  translates  i/ciptoaev  eavrov  ("emptied  himself "),  simply 
*'made  himself  of  no  reputation.^^  Can  stronger  language  be 
imagined  than  that  of  the  original  to  shew  how  completely  he 
divested  himself  of  the  attributes  of  Godhead,  and  for  our  sakes 
became  a  mere  man,  though  in  all  previous  time  he  had  existed 
"  in  the  form  of  God  V 

Every  one  has  remarked  the  stress  laid  in  the  Epistle  to  the 
Hebrews  on  the  advantage  gained  by  the  human  race  in  the 
sympathy  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  stated  (Heb.  v.  15)  to  have 
been  "  tempted  like  us  in  all  points,  yet  without  sin.^'  But  no 
stress  could  reasonably  be  laid  on  these  tempta;tions>  except  as  a 
mere  formality,  if  they  were  not  of  a  really  momentous  nature, 
if,  in  fact,  they  had  not  been  addressed  to  him  in  his  human, 
independently  of  his  divine  nature.  We  find  a  similar  passage 
in  Heb.  ii.  17,  respecting  his  power  of  sympathy  with  our  suf- 
ferings under  temptation  on  account  of  his  own.  "  Wherefore 
in  all  things  it  behoved  him  to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren. 
. .  .  For  in  that  he  himself  hath  suffered  being  tempted,  he  is 
able  to  succour  them  that  are  tempted. ^^  But  if  his  temptations 
had  been  of  the  external  and  merely  formal  nature  of  which  we 
are  generally  taught  to  consider  them,  this  language  would  be  a 
good  deal  worse  than  hyperbolical,  and  would  indeed  involve  a 
considerable  /iero^oo-t?  eh  aXKo  y€vo<;,  representing  him  as  able 
to  sympathize  with  our  sufferings  under  real  and  pressing  temp- 
tations, because  he  had  formerly  gone  through  the  form,  and 
merely  the  form,  of  similar  temptations,  which  to  him  were  no 
temptations  at  all. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  pass  over  here  the  extraordinary 
passage  in  Mstrk  xiv.  32 :  "  But  of  that  day  or  hour  knoweth  no 
one,  not  even  the  angels  who  are  in  heaven,  not  even  the  Son, 
but  the  Father.''     A  somewhat  similar,  though  less  conclusive 
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statement  is  made  in  Acts  i.  7 :  "  It  is  not  for  you  to  know 
times  or  seasons^  which  the  Father  hath  placed  in  his  own 
power/'  thus  tacitly  excluding  the  Son  from  participation  in  the 
secret.  These  passages  are  usually  explained  rightly  enough  by 
saying  that  as  man  our  Lord  was  ignorant  of  this  secret,  while 
as  God  he  knew  both  it  and  all  things.  But  the  logical  infer- 
ence which  follows  hence,  is  with  equal  unanimity  ignored, 
namely,  that  the  divine  and  human  natures  of  our  Lord  could 
not  have  been  in  communication,  or  what  he  knew  as  God  he 
must  also  have  known  as  man. 

Lastly,  when  our  Lord  uttered  his  cry  of  agony  on  the  cross 
(Matt,  xxvii.  4f6),  "Eli,  Eli,  lama  sabachthani  !''  His  human 
nature  must  surely  have  been  enduring  alone  without  any  aid 
from  his  divine  nature.  Had  he  been  supported  by  his  own 
divine  nature,  he  could  scarcely  have  appealed  to  his  Father  in 
terms  of  such  dreadful  anguish.  We  cannot  but  draw  hence  the 
inference,  that,  as  in  the  temptation,  so 'also  during  his  whole 
earthly  life,  his  human  nature  had  both  to  stand  and  go  with- 
out the  slightest  aid  from  his  divine  nature,  but  merely,  like 
that  of  other  men,  with  the  aid  and  enlightenment  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  bestowed  according  to  laws  and  rules  which  are  known  to 
God  and  not  to  man.  Thus  he  would  have  wrought  his  miracles, 
as  Paul  or  John  wrought  theirs,  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  who  invested 
him  with  authority  at  his  baptism  and  was  ever  with  him,  ex- 
cepting on  occasions  like  the  temptation  and  on  the  cross,  when 
it  was  requisite  for  the  carrying  out  of  God's  purposes,  that  his 
human  nature  should  act  or  suflTer  alone.  Neither  is  this  view 
inconsistent  with  the  fullest  knowledge  on  his  part  of  his  divinity, 
although  his  human  nature  would  not  receive  that  knowledge 
directly  from  his  divine  nature,  but  circuitously  through  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

It  will  be  observed  that  no  stress  has  been  laid  upon  the 
statements  of  our  Lord's  progress  "  in  wisdom  and  stature  in 
favour  with  God  and  man."  For  it  might  be  at  once  replied 
that  the  divine  nature  probably  waited  until  the  human  nature 
was  fit  to  receive  its  communications  before  it  entered  into  com- 
munication with  it.  And  that  time  of  entering  into  commu- 
nication with  it  might  be  placed  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
temptation,  were  it  not  for  other  considerations.  But  accord- 
ing to  our  theory  it  was  not  till  after  the  resurrection  that  the 
divine  and  human  natures  of  our  Lord  entered  into  fiill  and 
complete  communion  and  communication  with  each  other.  The 
victory  had  then  been  completely  won,  and  there  was  now  no 
possibility  of  their  being  set  at  variance  either  by  the  snares  of 
the  tempter  or  by  suffering.     But  it  was  requisite  for  the  fiil- 
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filmeut  of  God's  gracious  purposes,  that  all  these  temptations 
and  sufferings  should  be  gone  through  bond  fide ,  and  not  to 
BoM€lp.  Then  at  length  could  he,  who  had  ever  existed  in  the 
form  of  God,  return  to  his  enjoyment  of  a  practical  equality  with 
God  in  heaven,  to  ehav  ''ISA  0e^,  thenceforth  waiting  till  all 
the  enemies  of  truth  and  goodness  shall  be  subdued  beneath  his 
feet. 

Matt.  xxvi.  28.  "This  is  my  blood  [that]  of  the  [new] 
covenant,  which  is  being  poured  out  for  many  for  remission  of 
sins.'' 

Mark  xiv.  24.  ''This  is  my  blood  [that]  of  the  [new] 
covenant,  which  is  being  poured  out  for  many.'' 

Luke  xxii.  20.  "This  cup,  the  new  covenant  in  my  blood, 
which  (cup,  not  blood  to,  not  t^)  is  being  poured  out  for  you." 

1  Cor.  xi.  25.  "This  cup  is  the  new  covenant  in  my  blood  j 
do  this  as  often  as  y^  drink  in  my  commemoration." 

It  will  be  observed  that  we  have  altered  the  word  "  testament," 
here  used  by  the  Authorized  Version,  into  "  covenant."  This 
we  have  done  simply  because  the  expressions  "  blood  of  a  testa- 
ment" and  "testament  in  blood"  are  neither  more  nor  less  than 
nonsense,  nor  have  any  parallel  passages  from  writers  either 
sacred  or  profane  been  cited  to  justify  them,  except  it  be  the 
celebrated  passage  Hebrews  ix.  15 — 17,  which  we  trust  we  proved 
last  October  to  require  an  entirely  different  though  novel  inter- 
pretation. We  have  also  noted  the  variations  of  reading,  which 
are  considerable.  Thus  the  Greek  words  equivalent  to  "  that" 
and  "  new"  are  very  doubtful  in  St.  Matthew  and  still  more  so 
in  St.  Mark.  In  St.  Luke  and  St.  Paul  there  are  no  variations, 
but  the  latter  part  of  the  sentence,  "  which  is  being  poured  out 
for  you,"  is  in  St.  Luke  in  apposition  with  "this  cup,"  not,  as 
the  Authorized  Version  would  lead  us  to  suppose,  with  "  my 
blood."  In  St.  Paul  the  word  "  it "  is  introduced  in  the  Author- 
ised Version  after  "  drink,"  but  its  insertion  cannot  be  justified 
on  grammatical  grounds.  In  St.  Luke  there  is  no  copula  in 
the  sentence. 

The  variations  of  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Mark  present  no 
theological  or  grammatical  difficulties  of  importance.  It  matters 
practically  little,  whether  we  follow  the  tea;tus  receptus,  and  read 
"This  is  my  blood  of  the  new  covenant,"  or  several  of  the 
Uncial  MSS.,  and  read  "This  is  my  blood  of  the  covenant." 
But  the  difficulties  of  construction  and  meaning  in  both  St, 
Luke  and  St.  Paul  are  very  great  and  serious. 

In  the  first  place  in  St.  Luke,  where  are  we  to  supply  the 
copula?     Are  we  to  translate  "This  cup,  the  new  covenant  in 
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my  blood,  ps]  that  which  is  beinf^  poured  out  for  you/'  For 
grammar  requires  to  imep  vfi&v  i/cxj^ofievov  to  be  either  pre- 
dicated of  or  taken  with  toOto  rh  ironjpiov.  We  are  sorry  to 
see  that  Dean  Alford  quotes  with  approbation  BengeFs  very 
ridiculous  note,  "  These  words  cannot  be  said  of  Tronyptov, '  nam 
poculum  plenum  non  eflfunditur,  sed  bibitur/  *'  Just  as  if  the 
ancient  Greeks  and  Romans  did  not  regularly  pour  libations 
from  full  cups,  pocula  plena,  before  they  drank  of  them !  Just 
as  if  David  did  not  pour  out  instead  of  drinking  the  water, 
which  three  of  his  mighty  men  had  obtained  for  him  at  the  risk 
of  their  lives  !  (2  Sam.  xxiii.  16.)  It  is  of  course  impossible  to 
gainsay  that  the  ^'  cup  '^  may  be  here  taken  for  its  contents,  and 
that  it  is  the  "  fruit  of  the  vine'*  in  the  cup,  not  the  cup  itself 
that  is  represented  as  being  ^^  poured  out.'*  "Wordsworth  here 
simply  shirks  the  diflSculty,  as  indeed  he  generally  does,  when 
he  cannot  solve  it. 

If  however  we  place  the  copula  differently,  we  must  translate 
"  This  cup  [is]  the  new  covenant  in  my  blood,  the  [cup  which 
is]  being  poured  out  for  you.''  No  tertium  quid  that  we  can  see 
is  grammatically  admissible,  unless  we  reduce  the  Greek  of  St. 
Luke  to  a  level  with  that  of  the  Apocalypse,  and  make  the 
nominative  to  xmkp  v/i&v  hicxyvofievov  agree  with  the  dative  t® 
aX^mrl  fiov,  which  is  what  appears  to  be  indicated  by  the  Author- 
ized Version.  If  the  similarity  is  to  be  carried  out  in  all  its 
parts,  our  Lord^s  body,  the  vehicle  of  his  blood,  would  be  repre- 
sented by  the  material  cup,  the  contents  of  which,  the  vrine  of 
the  sacrament,  will  thus  naturally  hold  the  position  of  his 
blood. 

In  1  Cor.  xi.  25,  no  direct  object  is  provided  for  Trlvrjre,  and 
if  we  were  translating  any  other  book  and  not  the  Scriptures, 
we  should  undoubtedly  connect  it  with  eU  rrjv  ifirjv  dvdfivrjffLV, 
and  translate  "  Do  this,  as  often  as  ye  drink  in  my  commemora- 
tion.'^ Do  what?  Do  that  which  our  Lord  was  then  doing  or 
had  then  done,  take  the  cup  in  the  hand  and  bless  it  ?  It  is  easy 
enough  to  find  ex  post  facto  illustrations  of  taking  a  cup  and 
drinking  as  an  act  of  commemoration.  For  instance,  at  many 
college  commemorations,  after  dinner,  the  master  of  the  college 
takes  a  cup  of  wine  and  drinks  "  In  piam  memoriam  fundaioris 
or  fundatricis.''  But  was  any  such  custom  then  existing,  and 
if  so,  was  it  of  a  solemn  and  general  nature?  To  this  question 
we  could  ourselves  give  no  answer,  and  in  default  of  an  answer, 
we  should  probably  have  considered  it  useless  to  pursue  the  sub- 
ject further,  had  not  the  elements  of  an  answer  more  or  less 
satisfactory  been  suggested  to  us. 

In  the  second  volume  of  his  very  remarkable  work  on  the 
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JPrmdpIes  of  Divine  Service,  Mr.  Freeman  discusses  the  passage^ 
on  which  we  have  just  been  commenting,  to  much  the  same 
effect  as  we  have  done^  but  his  investigations  into  Jewish  forms 
of  prayer  and  their  connexion  with  the  Liturgies  of  the  Christian 
Church  give  him  grounds  for  proceeding  beyond  the  mere  query 
at  which  we  had  arrived.  On  the  eve  of  every  Sabbath^  at 
supper,  the  master  of  the  family  says  grace  with  a  cup  of  wine 
in  his  right  hand,*  and  his  left  resting  on  two  loaves  of  bread 
covered  with  a  napkin.  The  two  loaves  are  thus  placed  on  the 
Sabbath  morning  also.  The  two  loaves,  according  to  the  Jews, 
are  in  remembrance  of  the  double  portion  of  heavenly  bread  or 
manna  which  they  gathered  every  Friday,  and  partook  of  on  that 
day  and  the  Sabbath  in  the  wilderness.  In  the  formula  of 
prayer  made  use  of  on  that  occasion  occur  the  words,  "We 
'  will  give  praise  to  Thee  for  that  Thou  hast  made  our  fathers 
inherit  the  good  land,  and  for  that  Thou  hast  brought  us  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt,  and  from  the  house  of  bondage ;  and  for  the 
covenant,  and  for  Thy  law  and  Thy  statutes,  and  for  the  life, 
favour,  and  grace  with  which  Thou  hast  favoured  us.^' 

Now  if  this  formula  be  really  ancient,  or  be  based  upon  one 
that  was  really  ancient,  we  certainly  find  in  it  a  custom  of 
drinking  ek  avdfwrjaiv,  in  commemoration  of  the  highest  and 
holiest  matters  of  past  favour  vouchsafed  to  the  Israelitish  people. 
And  that  it,  or  something  like  it,  was  really  in  use  in  the  olden 
time,  we  have  a  fair  right  to  infer  from  many  passages  of  Scrip- 
ture.* In  Psalm  cxvi.  13  we  have,  "I  will  take  the  cup  of  salva- 
tion and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord.^^  Psalm  xvi.  5,  "  The 
Lord  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance  and  of  my  cup,'^  Jere- 
miah xvi.  7,  "Neither  shall  men  give  them  the  cup  of  consola- 
tion  to  drink  for  their  father  or  for  their  mother.^^  The  allu- 
sions to  the  cup  of  wrath  given  in  punishment  are  very  numerous, 
but  their  bearing  upon  this  subject  is  rather  that  of  contrast 
than  of  similarity. 

It  is  certainly  not  a  suggestion  to  be  lightly  passed  over, 
whether  our  Lord's  meaning,  as  expressed  by  St.  Paul,  be  not 
this,  '^  Do  this,  as  oft  as  ye  hold  a  festival  in  commemoration  of 
me  /'  "  this  "  meaning  a  ceremony  well  known  to  and  practised 
by  the  Jews  in  their  families  on  the  eve  of  every  Sabbath  and 
festival.  And  we  think  great  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Freeman  for 
the  careful,  elaborate,  and  searching  manner  in  which  he  has 
investigated  the  question. 

*  From  The  Booh  of  Religion^  Ceremonies^  and  Prayers^  the  Jewa^  as  prac- 
tised in  their  JSynctgogues  and  Families  on  all  occasions.  Iranslated  from  the 
Hebrew  by  Gamaliel  Ben  Pedahzur. 
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Matt.  xxvi.  50. 

The  Authorized  Version  here  apparently  translates  a  relative 
as  an  interrogative.  Neither  do  Webster  and  Wilkinson  mend 
the  matter  by  following  Fritzsche  in  translating^  "  For  what  a 
purpose  art  thou  here!'*  This  is  rightly  rejected  by  Winer, 
who,  however,  considers  the  use  of  the  relative  instead  of  the 
interrogative  as  a  mark  of  the  low  state  of  the  Greek  language 
in  the  New  Testament.  But  to  our  mind  neither  of  these  ex- 
planations, or  rather  evasions,  are  satisfactory.  It  appears  to  us 
that  a  question  is  necessary  in  the  connexion,  yet  that  question 
neither  is  nor  can  be  asked  by  the  relative  o.  It  was  asked  bv 
gesture,  and  the  words  used  might  be  thus  translated,  "  Friend, 
[that],  for  which  you  are  come?"  Just  as  we  often  say  to  an 
intrusive  person,  "  Sir,  your  business  ?"  This  explanation  has 
certainly  the  advantage  of  simplicity,  and  appears  to  us  free 
from  the  objections  which  may  reasonably  be  urged  against  all 
the  others. 

Luke  xii.  53. 

Canon  Wordsworth  endeavours  to  give  a  reason  for  the  alter- 
ation of  case  from  the  dative  in  iraTrjp  i<f>  vl^,  k.t.X,,  to  the 
accusative  in  irevOepa  hrl  rrjv  vvfi^v  avrrj^,  k.t,\.  That  reason 
is  so  peculiar  that  we  cannot  refuse  it  a  place  here.  ^^  In  the 
former  case  he  is  speaking  of  natural  relationships,  in  the  other 
of  afSnity.  In  the  one  case  the  division  grows  up  from  within, 
in  the  other  it  appears  to  be  stirred  up  from  without.  The 
parents  fall  out  of  themselves  with  their  own  children;  the 
mother-in-law  is  excited  against  her  daughter-in-law.'*  Just  as 
if  mothers  and  daughters-in-law  were  not  quite  as  likely  to  fail 
out  of  themselves  as  parents  and  children !  Just  as  if  a  dis- 
turbing cause  were  not  quite  as  likely  to  come  from  without 
between  parents  and  children  as  between  mothers  and  daughters- 
in-law  ! 

For  our  own  part  we  can  see  no  difference  at  all  in  the  ex- 
pressions used  in  different  cases  with  the  same  preposition  eirl, 
except  the  absence  or  presence  of  the  article.  Where  the  dative 
is  used,  the  article  is  absent ;  where  the  accusative  is  used,  the 
article  is  present,  as  well  as  a  genitive  case  amounting  to  a  pos- 
sessive pronoun.  And  in  some  idiomatic  usage  depending  upon 
the  presence  or  absence  of  the  article,  of  which  no  one  has  as 
yet  been  able  to  give  any  account,  we  presume  that  the  reason 
for  the  variation  of  case  must  be  found,  not  in  any  hypothesis 
so  arbitrary  and  so  groundless  as  that  put  forward  by  the  learned 
Canon. 
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Luke  xix.  17. 

It  is  very  strange  how  even  industrious  and  laborious  men 
are  imposed  upon  by  a  positive  assertion ;  and  how,  in  spite  of 
themselves,  they  often  continue  to  spread  it,  careless  of  the  in- 
consistencies into  which  it  leads  them.  The  note  of  Messrs. 
Webster  and  "Wilkinson  on  this  verse  runs  as  follows :  '^  ladi  ix^ov. 
Be  assured  that  you  have.  There  is  no  authority  for  considering 
i<r6i  to  be  from  cl/jlI;  taOc  fwc  Baxrcov,  -^sch.,  Ag,,  1670,  know  that 
thou  unit  give ;  tadc  aw  [sc.  &v] ,  know  that  thou  art  S(\fe,  Soph., 
O.  C,  1210.     Jelf,  §  682.'^ 

Now  although  these  passages  are  correctly  translated,  and 
the  principle  of  the  construction  explained  by  Jelf,  who  however 
does  not  appear  to  be  actuated  by  the  same  animosity  against 
the  imperative  mood  of  cI/jlI  given  in  the  grammar,  as  is  ex- 
hibited by  Messrs.  Webster  and  Wilkinson,  yet  there  is  abundant 
authority  for  the  existence  of  that  which  they  so  positively  deny 
to  exist.  If  they  had  but  just  taken  the  trouble  to  look  out 
ia0v  in  Liddell  and  Scott's  Lexicon,  and  consulted  the  references 
there  given,  they  would  never  have  committed  themselves  to 
such  a  note  as  the  above.  They  would  have  found  that  not  only 
does  Herodotus  (i.,  118)  use  the  compound  irdptaOi,  but  Eu- 
ripides (Or.  1327)  gives  an  instance  of  Xadt,  which  cannot  in 
anywise  be  explained  as  from  o2Sa.  After  Electra  has  said, 
"  rl  S';  a^C  rjiuv  Tvyx^vei  arevar/fidTcov,  '  What  ?  Things  re- 
quiring lamentations  on  my  part  are  happening.' ''  Hermione 
replies,  "  evijyrjfjLOf;  X<t6l'  tI  Bk  vednepov  \€y€i<; ;  '  Speak  words  of 
good  omen.     And  what  misfortune  do  you  speak  of  ?^  '^ 

Again,  on  referring  to  Matt.  v.  25,  X(t6l  evvotov  t£  avrthUtp 
(Tov  TOYv,  we  find  no  attempt  on  the  part  of  Messrs.  Webster 
and  Wilkinson  to  explain  vadL  as  coming  from  o28a,  but  the 
common  explanation  of  it  as  coming  from  elfil  is  tacitly  ad- 
mitted. What  then  becomes  of  the  positive  assertion,*  that 
"  there  is  no  authority  for  considering  Xadt,  to  be  from  elfil  V* 
Our  own  opinion  is  that  in  Luke  xix.  17,  XaOi  is  from  elfu  and 
not  from  o28a,  though  it  is  capable  of  being  construed  as  from 
olhay  as  indeed  Wordsworth  takes  it. 

Gal.  iii.  15—20. 
It  is  necessary  to  consider  this  passage,  as  well  as  others  in 
which  the  word  hiaOriKfq  occurs,  with  reference  to  the  question  whe- 
ther the  word  ought  to  be  translated  "  covenant^'  or  "  testament.^' 
And  we  may  remark,  that  at  the  outset  of  this  passage  it  appears 
perfectly  indiflferent  whether  we  translate  SiaOijKrj  by  "cove- 
nant or  "testament."  "Brethren,  I  am  speaking  in  ordinary 
human  language.    No  one  annuls  or  adds  additional  clauses  to 
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even  a  man's  covenant  (or  testament)  when  it  has  been  legally 
executed.  But  the  promises  were  spoken  to  Abraham  and  to  bis 
seed ;  it  does  not  say,  And  to  his  seeds,  as  in  the  case  of  many ; 
but  as  in  the  case  of  one,  And  to  his  seed,  which  is  Christ/'  As  we 
go  on,  however,  we  shall  find  it  impossible  to  use  the  word  "  tes- 
tament,''  which  must'  therefore  be  rejected  throughout.  "  Now 
this  I  mean ;  the  law  which  was  made  four  hundred  and  thirty 
years  afterwards,  does  not  invalidate  a  'covenant'  (it  is  impossible 
to  say  '  testament'  where  there  is  no  such  a  thing  as  a  will  or  tes- 
tament alluded  to  from  Genesis  to  Malachi)  previously  legally 
executed  by  God,  so  as  to  supersede  the  promise.  For  if  the 
inheritance  be  from  the  law,  it  is  no  longer  from  promise ;  whereas 
God  granted  it  to  Abraham  by  promise.  Why  then  the  law  ?  It 
was  instituted  (or  '  added,'  if  irpoaeriOri  be  read)  '  on  account 
of  the  transgressions  (till  the  seed  should  come  to  whom  the 
promise  had  been  made)  being  dispensed  (or  ordained)  through 
angels  by  the  agency  of  a  mediator.  But  the  term  '  mediator' 
is  not  applicable  to  one  party,  but  God  is  one."  The  inference 
is  that  the  law,  an  arrangement  made  between  two  parties,  God 
and  the  Israelites,  cannot  interfere  with  the  promise,  which  was 
made  by  God  to  Abraham  in  his  sole  capacity,  and  without  any 
reciprocal  engagements.  The  proof  of  this  lies  in  the  use  of 
the  term  '^  mediator,"  which  is  inapplicable  to  a  promise  made 
by  God,  although  applicable  to  a  case  like  the  law,  in  which  a 
temporary  arrangement  was  made  between  God  and  a  portion 
of  his  creatures.  Had  St.  Paul  written  to  Se  fiealrrjfs  instead  of 
6  Sk  fiea-irrjf;,  there  would  have  been  little  difficulty  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  passage.  An  explanation  very  similar  to  the  above 
is  given  by  Conybeare  and  Howson,  but  unaccountably  neglected 
by  Ellicott,  who  favours  the  view  of  Windisch,  that  "  God  was 
one  because  he  was  both  giver  and  receiver  united,"  the  "  logical 
significance  and  profundity"  of  which  seem  to  us  little  better 
than  raving. 

Heb.  vi.  17—18. 

The  Authorized  Version  of  this  passage  requires  but  slight 
alteration ;  and  when  corrected  will  run  as  follows :  "  And  herein 
God,  wishing  more  abundantly  to  shew  unto  the  heirs  of  the 
promise  the  immutability  of  his  counsel,  mediated  with  an  oath, 
in  order  that  by  means  of  two  immutable  things,  in  which  it 
was  impossible  that  God  should  lie,  we  might  have  a  strong  en- 
couragement, who  have  fled  for  reftige  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope 
set  before  us."  But  the  interpretation  of  these  words  has  never 
been  satisfactorily  made  out.  In  the  first  place,  a  question  has 
been  raised  about  the  meaning  of  kp  ^.     But  nothing  can  be 
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simpler  or  plainer  than  the  sense  given  by  the  Authorized  Ver- 
sion "  wherein/^  when  resolved  as  above  into  a  demonstrative 
adverb  and  a  conjunction.  Surely  iv  ^  must  refer  to  what  has  pre- 
ceded, and  signify  "  in  the  matter  of  Abraham  and  the  promise.^' 

Secondly,  we  find  ourselves  in  the  midst  of  confusion  when 
we  attempt  to  investigate  the  meaning  of  the  '*  two  immutable 
things,  in  which  it  was  impossible  that  Gkxl  should  lie.^'  Some 
have  considered  the  promise  and  the  oath  which  God  swore  by 
himself  to  Abraham  to  be  meant.  Thus  the  immutability  of 
God^s  counsel  or  purpose  would  have  been  confirmed  (1.)  by  the 
promise ;  (2.)  by  the  oath.  But  here  it  may  be  observed  that 
the  promise  was  only  the  external  expression  and  signification 
of  the  counsel  or  purpose  to  man,  so  that  it  is  really  ultimately 
identical  with  that  counsel  or  purpose,  and  also  that  the  oath 
was  clearly  given  to  prove  the  immutability  of  the  promise.  So 
that  we  have  one  immutable  thing  proving  the  immutability  of 
the  other.  Again,  others  have  taken  the  oath  of  God  to  Abraham 
as  one  immutable  thing,  and  that  previously  mentioned,  "  The 
Lord  sware  and  will  not  repent ;  thou  art  a  priest  for  ever  after 
the  order  of  Melchisedek :"  as  the  other.  But  then  it  may  be 
replied,  that  two  oaths  are  no  greater  security  than  one,  and 
that  a  repetition  of  the  same  thing,  an  oath,  can  scarcely  give 
the  security  of  the  two  separate  immutable  things,  which  appear 
to  be  indicated  by  the  words  of  the  passage  taken  by  itself. 

We  think  that  the  key  to  this  difficulty  is  to  be  found  in  the 
history  of  Abraham,  to  which  reference  is  here  tacitly  made, 
and  which  the  readers  of  the  epistle  are  expected  to  bear  in 
mind.  Let  us  then  first  enquire  how  God,  according  to  the 
Book  of  Genesis,  proceeded  to  display  to  Abraham  the  immu- 
tability of  his  promise.  He  did  so  by  an  oath,  as  recorded  in 
Genesis  xxii.  16,  after  the  sacrifice  of  Isaac;  but  he  had  pre- 
viously given  him  the  security  of  a  covenant  ratified  by  sacrifice, 
which  we  find  narrated  at  length  in  Gen.  xv.  7 — 18,  which 
sacrifice  he  appropriated  to  himself,  as  the  maker  of  the  cove- 
nant, by  passing  between  the  pieces  into  which  the  sacrificed 
victims  were  divided,  under  the  symbols  of  a  smoking  furnace 
and  a  burning  lamp.  If  then  God^s  proceeding  towards  Abra- 
ham is  to  be  our  guide,  it  is  rendered  probable  that  He  would 
also  display  the  immutability  of  his  covenant  to  the  inheritors 
of  the  promise  by  a  sacrifice  as  well  as  an  oath.  It  must  be 
remembered  also,  that  a  man's  bare  word  or  promise  was  not 
considered  of  much  value  among  the  ancients,  whose  main  de- 
pendence was  upon  oaths  and  sacrifices,  and  that  God  regularly 
acted  as  a  man  of  the  day  in  his  dealings  with  men.  Let  us 
then  scan  carefully  the  remainder  of  the  epistle  and  see  whether 
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we  can  find  any  allusion  to  another  immutable  things  or  to  a 
further  security  on  God's  part  for  the  unchangeableness  of  his 
counsel. 

Reading  on^  we  find  the  first  allusion  to  any  such  thing  in 
vii.  22,  in  which  Jesus  is  called  the  "  surety  {eyyvo^)  of  a  better 
covenant ;"  a  second  in  vii.  27,  in  which  Jesus  is  said  to  oflfer 
up  himself;  a  third  in  viii.  6,  in  which  Jesus  is  called  the 
"mediator  of  a  better  covenant/^  where  the  word  '' mediator '^ 
at  once  refers  us  back  to  vi.  17,  '^  where  God  is  said  to  have 
"  mediated  with  an  oath  -/'  and  a  fourth,  which  is  by  far  the 
most  striking,  in  ix.  15 — 17  (which  has  been  already  explained 
in  our  last  October  number),  in  which  the  strongest  language 
is  used  respecting  the  necessity  of  the  death  of  the  maker  of  a 
covenant  being  brought  to  bear  upon  that  covenant,  in  order  to 
make  it  certain  and  unchangeable.  We  conclude,  therefore, 
that  in  these  passages,  especially  the  one  last  mentioned,  we 
have  been  led  to  the  second  immutable  thing,  whereby  God  dis- 
plays the  immutability  of  his  counsel  to  the  inheritors  of  the 
promise. 

Assuming  the  correctness  of  the  above  interpretation,  we 
cannot  but  remark  on  the  wonderful  manner  in  which  it  exhibits 
the  Almighty  as  condescending  to  meet  the  current  views,  and 
adapting  his  plans  to  the  customs  and  understanding  of  his 
creatures.  Under  the  priestly  theory  of  sacrifice,  which  was 
common  to  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,  men  bound  themselves  to 
their  treaties  and  covenants  by  oaths  and  sacrifices.  God,  acting 
in  all  respects  as  a  man  would  do,  binds  himself  (1 .)  to  Abra- 
ham by  a  sacrifice  and  an  oath,  (2.)  to  the  inheritors  of  the 
promise  by  an  oath  and  a  sacrifice,  even  the  sacrifice  of  his  dear 
and  only  Son. 

A.  H.  W. 
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THE  BETEATAL  OF  OUB  LORD. 

In  the  lists  of  the  disciples  of  Christ  given  by  three  of  the 
evangelists  (Matt.  x.  4;  Mark  iii.  19;  Luke  vi.  16),  the  last 
named  is  Judas  Iscariot,  '^  who  also  betrayed  him.''  From 
John  Ti.  71,  etc.,  we  learn  that  his  father's  name  was  Simon ; 
and  his  own  name,  Iscariotes,  or  Iscariot,  is  supposed  by  some 
to  be  derived  from  Kartha  or  Kartan  in  Galilee  (Josh.  xxi.  32) ; 
but  by  others  from  Kerioth  in  Judaea  (Josh.  xv.  25).  Dr. 
Robinson  met  with  the  ruins  of  a  place  in  the  south  of  Judah 
called  El  Kuryetein — the  two  cities ;  and,  though  the  rest  of  the 
disciples  of  our  Lord  were  Galileans,  this  may  have  been  the 
birthplace  of  Judah,  and  his  name  Iscariot  may  mean  simply 
rtnj?  «J»M,  ish  Kerioth,  a  man  of  Kerioth.  To  other  conjectures 
relative  to  the  derivation  of  the  word  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
refer.*  Judas  was  probably  about  the  same  age  as  Jesus,  so 
that  at  the  time  that  Mary  was  rejoicing  over  her  son  in  the 
stable  at  Bethlehem,  and  angels  were  proclaiming  the  Saviour's 
birth  to  the  shepherds,  his  parents  were  gazing  with  fond  admi- 
ration on  their  boy,  and  wondering,  perhaps,  as  did  many  parents 
in  Judaea  respecting  their  offspring,  "  what  manner  of  child  he 
would  be."  The  first  name,  Judas,  was  but  another  form  of  the 
name  Judah,  and  when  his  father  gave  it  to  him  he  would, 
perhaps,  repeat  the  words  of  Jacob,  "  Judas,  thou  art  he  whom 
thy  brethren  shall  praise,"  and  would  indulge  the  hope  that  his 
son  would  become  a  praise  to  his  family  and  his  tribe.*  Little 
did  Simon  think  that  the  name  of  his  son  would  become  a  by- 
word and  a  reproach  throughout  the  world ;  but  parents  not  a 
few,  who  have  entertained  high  expectations  respecting  their 
children,  have,  through  the  perversity  of  those  children,  expe- 
rienced only  sorrow  and  disappointment.^ 

When  Judas  first  became  a  disciple  of  Christ  there  was 
doubtless  something  hopeful  in  his  character,  for  he,  as  well  as 
the  rest  of  the  twelve,  was  given  to  Jesus  by  the  Father ;  and 
had  he  been  a  decidedly  bad  man,  at  the  time,  we  may  be  sure 
that  Jesus  would  not  have  chosen  him  as  one  of  his  apostles. 
It  is  true  that  his  conduct  was  foreseen  from  the  first,  and  was, 
moreover,  a  subject  of  Old  Testament  prophecy;  but  never  can 
we  entertain  the  thought  that  he  was  taken  into  the  society  of 

"  In  John  vi.  71,  the  reading  of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus  is  lovSov  ^ifAwvos  aaro 
Kapvwrev. 

*  Strange  stories  are  related  of  the  childhood  of  Judas  in  the  Apocrapfaal 
Gk>8pel  of  the  Infancy,  which,  however,  are  deserving  of  no  attention.  See  Jones 
on  the  Canon,  vol.  ii.,  p.  203. 

'  See  Kehle's  Lyra  Itmocentiamy  Hymn  13. 
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our  Lord  because  prophecy  had  spoken  of  him,  and  in  order  thai 
prophecy  might  be  fulfilled.  Foreknowledge  is  not  foreappoint- 
ment,  nor  is  the  prediction  of  what  is  foreknown  the  cause  of  its 
fulfilment.  But  Judas,  though  at  first  an  inquiring  spirit,  seek- 
ing after  truth,  and  especially  anxious  to  find  the  Messiah, 
having  associated  himself  with  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  believing  that 
in  him  he  had  found  whom  he  sought,  was  soon  overcome  by  an 
avaricious  temper  which  was  the  master-passion  of  his  soul. 
He  probably  possessed  a  talent  for  economy,  and,  as  Jesus  and 
his  disciples  were  poor,  it  was  desirable  that  such  a  talent  should 
be  used.  To  Judas,  therefore,  was  committed  the  task  of  taking 
charge  of  the  little  stock  of  money  they  possessed,  and  of  ex- 
pending it  in  provisions  as  their  circumstances  required.  Did 
he  appropriate  some  of  the  contents  of  "  the  bag"  to  himself? 
Such  is  the  fact  implied  when,  by  St.  John,  he  is  styled  "  a 
thief  j"  and,  about  a  year  after  he  became  a  disciple  of  Christ, 
Jesus,  having  him  in  view,  said  to  the  apostle,  "  Have  not  I 
chosen  you  twelve,  and  one  of  you  is  a  devil  ?"  A  '^  heart- 
piercing  question  "  this,  as  Stier  calls  it,  for  it  was  as  if  Jesus 
had  said,  "  The  betrayer  and  destroyer  insinuates  himself  into 
the  narrowest  circle,  and  most  immediate  fellowship  with  my 
person ;  there  is  one  among  you  who  is  the  devil  in  relation  to 
me — that  is,  his  elect  instrument,  one  who  has  fallen  through  a 
devilish  spirit  into  the  ministry,  and  is  as  it  were  the  represen- 
tation of  the  devil.'''' 

Thus  early,  then,  after  joining  the  company  of  the  disciples, 
did  the  evil  dispositions  of  his  nature  manifest  themselves.  He 
was  free  at  first  to  have  chosen  a  very  different  path — a  path  of 
honourable  service  in  which  he  might  have  obtained  greater 
dignity  than  any  of  the  kings  and  princes  of  the  earth  ;  but  he 
allowed  '^the  cursed  lust  of  gold''  to  swallow  up  his  thoughts, 
and  Satan,  seizing  upon  this  passion  of  his  soul,  found  him  an 
easy  prey,  and  led  him  captive  at  his  will.  It  may  be  asked, 
why  did  not  Jesus  expel  him  from  the  number  of  the  twelve  as 
soon  as  his  real  character  was  known  ?  but  the  same  question 
might  be  asked  with  reference  to  every  false  professor,  and  espe- 
cially with  reference  to  every  unworthy  minister  of  the  cross. 
Had  he  been  expelled  he  might  have  done  great  injury  to  Christ 
and  to  his  followers  before  the  time ;  and,  moreover,  he  was  per- 
mitted to  reniain  in  their  society,  that  he  might  stand  as  a 
warning  to  professors  to  the  end  of  this  world. 

That  Judas  would  understand  his  Master's  words — "  one  of 
you  hath  a  devil,"  as  referring  to  himself,  there  can  be  little 

*  John  yi.  70.    See  Stier  on  the  passage. 
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doabt;  but  instead  of  receiving  them  as  a  solemn  warnings  he 
suffered  that  devil  to  lurk  within  his  breast,  and  to  gain  over 
him  greater  and  yet  greater  power,  until  he  could  think  of 
nothing  but  filthy  lucre,  and  b^an  to  entertain  the  idea  of  sell- 
ing even  Christ  Himself.  It  was  he,  who,  when  Mary,  in  the 
fulness  of  her  love  to  the  Saviour,  anointed  his  feet  with  the 
precious  ointment  at  Bethany,  said,  "  Why  was  not  this  oint- 
ment sold  for  three  hundred  pence  and  given  to  the  poor?''  but 
we  are  told  that  he  said  this,  not  because  he  cared  for  the  poor, 
but  *'  because  he  was  a  thief,  and  had  the  bag,  and  bare  what  was 
put  therein  f  or,  in  other  words,  because  he  thought  that,  had 
it  been  sold,  the  three  hundred  pence  would  have  fallen  into  his 
hands,  and  that  he  would  have  been  able  to  appropriate  it  to 
himself.  What  a  picture  this  of  consummate  hypocrisy !  "  Be- 
nevolence covered  theft;  the  mask  of  good  works  the  inward 
lust  of  money.''  O  sad  condition  of  those  whom  covetousness 
holds  in  bonds!  Slaves  to  the  tyranny  of  sin,  they  are  con- 
demned to  wage  an  everlasting  war  with  turbulent  passions, 
depraved  appetites,  and  inveterate  habits  of  vice ;  avarice  mean 
and  miserable;  ambition  never  satisfied;  pride  puffed  up  with 
wind ;  vanity  decked  with  feathers ;  envy,  wrath,  intemperance, 
and  every  inordinate  affection  of  the  soul ;  for  "the  love  of  money 
is  the  root  of  all  evil ;  which  while  some  coveted  after,  they  have 
erred  from  the  faith,  and  pierced  themselves  through  with  many- 
sorrows." 

This  event — the  anointing  at  Bethany — took  place  six  days 
before  the  passover  (John  xii.  1),  or  on  the  last  sabbath  prior  to 
the  crucifixion.  Three  or  four  days  later  Judas,  with  the  rebuke 
of  his  Master  burning  on  his  breast,  went  unto  the  chief  priests, 
and  said  unto  them,  "  W^hat  will  ye  give  me,  and  I  will  deliver 
him  unto  you  ?"  (Matt.  xxvi.  14;  Mark  xiv.  10;  Luke  xxii.  3, 4.) 
We  fancy  we  can  see  him  leaving  the  scene  at  Bethany,  his  lip 
curling  with  defiance,  his  countenance  indicating  the  utmost 
rancour,  and  his  whole  soul  filled  with  anger  and  vexation ;  and, 
brooding  over  what  had  happened  for  several  days,  he  is  ripe  for 
any  plot  which  the  wicked  one  may  suggest.  And  now  Satan, 
whose  servant  he  is  already,  enters  into  him  again,  and  readily 
conducts  him  into  the  presence  of  the  chief  priests.  And  there 
he  stands — one  of  the  twelve — one  of  the  disciples  of  the  man 
Christ  Jesus,  whose  public  entry  into  the  city,  and  whose  cleans- 
ing of  the  temple,  had  given  to  these  priests  so  much  umbrage. 
Do  they  know  Judas?  Are  they  acquainted  with  the  fact  that 
he  belongs  to  the  company  of  Jesus?  It  is  highly  probable; 
but  if  they  do  not,  he  soon  informs  them,  and  then  comes  his 
question,  "  What  will  ye  give  me  ?  and  I  will  deliver  him  unto 
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you/^  Horrible  words !  they  almost  make  our  blood  turn  chill. 
And  yet  how  often  have  they  been  repeated  since,  if  not  with 
equal  guilt,  yet  with  a  large  amount  of  treacherousness  and  folly. 
What  will  ye  give  me?  is  the  question  put  by  thousands;  and 
for  money  they  will  sell  their  sovereign,  their  country,  nay 
even  their  Saviour  Himself,  and  their  own  souls  also;  the  one 
idea  of  wealth  engrossing  all  their  thoughts,  and  swallowing  up 
every  noble,  generous,  and  God-like  principle.  It  has  been  said, 
indeed,  that  every  man  has  his  price ;  but  this  is  not  true,  for 
there  are,  and  there  always  have  been,  men  whom  no  ofiFers  of 
wealth  or  honour  could  allure  from  the  path  of  righteousness 
and  truth ;  and  who,  sooner  than  renounce  their  allegiance  to 
the  Lord  Jehovah,  would  go  into  a  dark  and  loathsome  cell,  or 
would  meet  death  itself  in  its  most  appalling  forms ;  but  there 
are  not  a  few  whom  the  promise  of  a  little  paltry  pelf  has  in- 
duced to  commit  acts  of  the  most  fearful  turpitude ;  whilst  there 
are  others  who  would  perhaps  take  the  bait  if  it  were  laid  before 
them,  provided  only  that  it  was  sufficiently  attractive. 

The  Sanhedrim  had  already  resolved  on  putting  Jesus  to 
death;  for  the  popular  feeling  displayed  on  his  entry  into 
Jerusalem  had  alarmed  them,  and  the  cluef  priests  and  Pharisees 
having  gathered  a  council,  said,  "What  do  we?  for  this  man 
doeth  many  miracles.  If  we  let  him  thus  alone,  all  men  will 
believe  on  him,  and  the  Romans  shall  come  and  take  away  both 
our  place  and  nation"  (John  xi.  47,  48).  Glad  were  they, 
therefore,  of  the  proposal  of  Judas,  for  their  object  was  to 
"  take  him  by  craft "  (Mark  xiv.  1, 11),  fearing  that  any  attempt 
to  seize  his  person  openly  would  be  resented  by  the  people ;  but 
supposing  that  if  he  were  once  a  prisoner,  the  popular  feeling  in 
his  favour  would  soon  subside.  Hence  they  promised  the  traitor 
"to  giv^e  him  money;''  as  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke  narrate; 
whilst  St.  Matthew  mentions  the  sum  agreed  npon — "thirty 
shekels  of  silver.''  Some  have  supposed  that  this  was  not  the 
full  amount  that  Judas  was  to  receive,  but  merely  the  earnest  of 
a  much  larger  sum ;  but  small  as  it  appears,  for  its  value  would 
not  be  more  than  three  or  four  pounds  of  our  money,  it  was 
doubtless  the  whole ;  for  the  Sanhedrim,  thinking  that  in  some 
way  or  other  they  would  be  able  to  take  Jesus,  even  if  this  plan 
failed  them,  would  not  be  likely  to  offer  more ;  and  thirty  shekels 
was  just  the  price  of  a  common  slave,  or  the  value  set  upon  a 
Jewish  servant  (seaExod.  xxi.  32).  And  was  it  for  such  a  paltry 
sum  as  this  that  Ii^cariot  undertook  to  betray  his  Lord  ?  This, 
to  some,  has  appeared,  so  incredible,  that  they  have  supposed  the 
traitor  to  be  actuated  by  some  other  motive  besides  avarice; 
and,  as  we  shall  hereafter  see,  this  is  not  improbable.     Yet  the 
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thirty  pieces  of  silver,  inasmuch  as  they  were  all  he  could  get, 
were  an  inducement  to  him  to  perpetrate  his  crime  3  and  he  left 
the  council-room,  resolved,  from  that  moment,  to  seek  *^an 
opportunity,^'  "in  the  absence  of  the  multitude,'^  to  betray  him 
unto  them  (Matt.  xxvi.  16;  Mark  xiv.  11 ;  Luke  xxii.  6,  7).  He 
had  coveted  the  sum  for  which  the  precious  ointment  might  have 
been  sold, — three  hundred  pence,  or  about  nine  pound  sixteen 
shillings  of  our  money ;  but  that  he  could  not  obtain,  for  Mary 
was  so  lavish  in  her  love  to  Christ  that  she  poured  the  whole  of 
that  ointment  on  his  feet.  Now,  however,  Judas  thought  that 
he  would  soon  obtain  nearly  half  that  sum,  and  to  obtain  even 
that  he  would  sell  even  him  whom  he  had  called  his  Master  and 
his  Lord.  "What  a  contrast  between  Mary  and  Judas.  She 
valued  the  Lord  so  much  that  she  thought  no  gift  too  precious 
to  lay  at  his  feet ;  he  cared  about  Him  so  little  that,  for  this 
paltry  bribe,  he  delivered  Him  into  the  hands  of  His  relentless 
foes. 

It  appears  that  the  money  was  paid  immediately,  for  the 
word  €<rrq<Tav  used  by  St.  Matthew,  and  rendered  in  our  version 
" covenanted,^'  means  also  "weighed  out;''  payment  of  the 
precious  metals  being  made,  in  ancient  times,  by  weight.  Thus 
was  the  prophecy  of  Zechariah — "  So  they  weighed  for  my  price 
thirty  pieces  of  silver " — literally  fulfilled ;  and  thus  did  Judas 
already  get  possession  of  the  bribe,  which  was  soon  afterwards 
to  be  returned  with  remorse  and  shame.  Unhappy  man !  What 
good  did  his  ill-gotten  gain  do  him  ?  He  contrived  to  keep  it 
for  a  few  hours,  but  was  afterwards  compelled  by  an  accusing 
conscience  to  bring  it  back  to  the  very  men  from  whom  he  had 
received  it.  As  yet,  however,  the  hour  of  vengeance  had  not- 
come  ;  and  one  of  the  most  horrible  features  in  the  character  of 
this  man  is  the  audacity  with  which,  after  this  bargain  with  the 
Sanhedrim,  he  again  appeared  in  the  company  of  the  twelve, 
and  even  sat  down  with  them  and  with  his  Master  at  the  paschal 
supper.  There  is  some  excuse  for  a  man  who  commits  an  act 
of  perfidy,  or  of  violence  in  the  heat  of  passion;  but  when  a 
man  can  deliberately  plan  a  deed  of  wrong,  can  coolly  pursue 
his  purpose  for  several  hours  or  days,  can  seek  the  society  <A 
the  very  persons  whose  destruction  he  has  resolved  upon,  pre- 
tending to  be  his  sincere  and  faithful  friend,  he  must  be  a  very 
monster  of  iniquity;  but  all  this,  and  even  more,  did  Judas 
Iscariot  the  son  of  Simon.  Painters  have  represented  him  at 
the  passover-table,  with  the  bag  in  which  he  kept  the  money, 
grasping  it  with  all  the  tenacity  of  a  miser;  nor  is  it  at  all 
improbable  that  he  had  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver  about  his 
person  at  the  very  moment  that  those  fearful  words  were  jspokeu, 
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'*  Woe  unto  that  man  by  whom  the  Son  of  man  is  betrayed !  it 
had  been  good  for  that  man  if  he  had  not  been  born."  It  is 
evident  from  Matt.  xxvi.  23,  etc.,  that  Judas  partook,  with  the 
rest  of  the  disciples,  of  the  paschal  feast ;  and  from  John  xiii. 
2 — 4,  17 — 19,  that  Jesus  condescended  to  wash  his  feet;  yet 
none  of  these  things  caused  him  to  relent,  or  induced  him  to 
reflect  on  the  baseness  of  his  crime.  What  a  hell  his  breast 
must  have  already  been !  what  fiendish  passions  must  have  been 
raging  in  his  soul !  But  the  expression,  '^  Satan  entered  into 
him,"  explains  the  mystery ;  for  the  man  who  gives  himself  up 
to  Satanic  influence  becomes  more  cruel  than  a  beast  of  prey, 
and  more  subtile  than  the  serpent  that  conceals  itself  in  the 
brake. 

"  What  thou  doest  do  quickly,"  said  Jesus,  seeing  that  the 
man  was  bent  upon  his  object.  This  was  the  final  giving  up  of 
Judas  to  his  sin  and  to  his  fate,  whilst  it  was  also  an  intimation 
that  Jesus  was  now  ready  to  be  delivered  up  into  the  hands  of 
men.  The  expression  is  most  emphatic.  It  is  not,  "  that  which 
thou  vAli  do,*^  but,  o  iroiel^y  "  that  which  thou  art  doing ;"  that 
which  thou  hast  fully  determined  upon,  and  art  even  now 
engaged  in,  "do  more  quickly"  (raxtoi/)  and  delay  not.  So 
God  said  to  Balaam,  ''If  the  men  come  to  call  thee,  rise  up, 
and  go  with  them  "  (Numb.  xxii.  20).  And  in  like  manner  our 
Lord  addressed  the  Pharisees,  ''  Fill  ye  up  then  the  measure  of 
your  fathers"  (Matt,  xxiii.  32,  comp.  Amos  i.  3).  Far  more 
fearful,  however,  is  this  word  to  Judas,  and,  in  the  strictest 
sense,  it  is  perhaps  without  a  parallel.  Could  Judas  understand 
it,  as  some  have  thought  he  did,  in  a  milder  sense,  as  implying 
that  he  was  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  his  plans,  and  that  he 
would  thereby  hasten  the  accomplishment  of  Christ^s  purpose, 
which  was,  not  to  die,  but  to  establish  his  kingdom  by  the 
exercise  of  miraculous  power?  We  are  persuaded  that  this 
notion  cannot  be  sustained.  Jesus  had  now  repeatedly  declared 
that  he  should  be  ''  put  to  death,"  and  though  at  first  the  dis- 
ciples "  understood  not  the  saying,"  because  it  was  '*  hid  from 
them,"  they  must  by  this  time  have  seen  that  their  Master's 
words  were  to  be  taken  literally,  and  that  he  really  did  intend  to 
permit  his  enemies  to  take  away  his  life.  Even  Judas  was  aware 
of  this,  and  the  solemn  warnings  previously  addressed  to  him 
must  have  convinced  him,  even  if  he  knew  it  not  before,  that  his 
intended  act  was  one  of  base  and  cruel  treachery,  and  that  it 
would  actually  lead  to  his  Master^s  crucifixion. 

If et  he  hastened  to  execute  his  foul  design.  His  soul,  wrapt 
in  the  gloom  of  night,  he  went  out  of  the  passover-chamber, 
into  the  night  that  already  mantled  the  city,  and  wended  his 
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ftteps  to  the  chief  priests  and  scribes.  What  says  he  to  them 
as  they  ask  his  errand  ?  We  can  imagine  what  he  says :  "  Now 
is  the  time, — ^give  me  a  band  of  armed  men,  and  the  Nazarene 
shall  soon  be  in  your  hands.     Haste,  let  there  be  no  delay.'- 

There  stood  on  the  north  side  of  the  temple-area  a  lofty 
fortress,  originally  built  by  the  Maccabees,  and  called  by  them 
Baris,  but  subsequently  rebuilt  by  the  first  Herod,  and  called 
the  tower  of  Antonia.  Its  interior  was  as  large  and  as  conve- 
nient as  a  palace,  being  divided  into  rooms  of  various  kinds, 
^th  baths  and  galleries  and  broad  spaces  for  camps,  so  that  it 
possessed  all  the  convenience  of  a  large  city.  Within  it  lay  a 
Iloman  legion,  ready  armed  day  and  night,  whose  duty  it  was 
to  guard  the  temple,  and,  on  the  Jewish  festivals,  to  prevent  or 
put  down  any  outbreak  among  the  people.*  If  the  chief  magis- 
trate of  the  city  were  informed  of  an  insurrection,  he  could  call 
out  of  this  fortress  a  band  of  men  to  arrest  the  leaders  of  it, 
and  thus  stay  its  progress ;  and  during  this  period  of  Jewish 
history  it  is  probable  that  the  services  of  such  a  band  were  not 
unfrequently  required.  On  the  arrival,  then,  of  Judas  in  the 
presence  of  the  Sanhedrim,  they  dispatch  a  messenger  with  all 
speed,  probably  to  Pilate,  with  the  information  that  certain 
persons  are  plotting  an  insurrection,  and  a  request  that  instantly, 
and  without  delay,  an  armed  company  may  be  sent  to  arrest  the 
ringleader.  It  is  done,  and  in  the  space  of  an  hour  or  less, 
and  whilst  Jesus  and  the  eleven  still  linger  in  the  upper  room, 
the  soldiers  arrive  at  the  place  where  Judas  is  waiting  for  them, 
and  with  this  escort — Tqv  <nrkpav,  the  officers  of  the  council — 
vTrffoirad,,  and  a  miscellaneous  concourse  of  people  (see  John 
xviii.  3;  Matt.  xxvi.  47),  the  traitor  proceeds  to  execute  his 
design.  See  him  at  the  head  of  this  motley  assembly,  maddened 
with  rage  against  his  Lord  and  Master,  and  trying  to  inspire 
his  new  associates  with  the  malignity  that  inflames  his  own 
breast.  Alas !  there  is  not  one  in  that  multitude  so  foil  of 
Satanic  wickedness  as  the  man  who  so  lately  sat  at  the  paschal 
feast.  And  first  he  leads  the  band,  in  all  probability,  to  the 
house  in  which  his  Lord  had  washed  his  feet.  He  finds,  how- 
ever, that  the  little  company  has  departed,  and  now  it  is,  per- 
haps, that  he  gives  vent  to  his  rage  in  oaths  and  curses,  for  the 
Psalmist  had  said  of  him,  ^^  As  he  loved  cursing,  so  let  it  come 
unto  him ;  as  he  delighted  not  in  blessing,  so  let  it  be  far  from 
him ;  as  he  clothed  himself  with  cursing  like  as  with  a  garment, 
so  let  it  come  into  his  bowels  as  water,  and  like  oil  into  his 
bones  ^^  (Psalm  cix.  17,  18) ;  but  he  knows  whither  his  Master, 


•  See  Josephus,  Wars,  etc,,  v.,  v.,  8. 
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or  He  whom  he  once  called  his  Master^  has  probablj  gone^  for 
ofttimes  had  He  led  his  disciples  to  the  quiet  seclusion  of  the 
Mount  of  Olives^  and  hence  we  may  imagine  Judas  saying, 
"  Come  along ;  they  are  not  here,  but  I  know  where  to  find 
them/^  and  onward  he  conducts  them  towards  the  garden  of 
G^hsemane. 

Jesus  and  the  three  disciples  have  just  rejoined  the  eight 
when  the  multitude  arrive.  And  what  a  scene  is  witnessed  now  ! 
It  is  moonlight^  yet  they  come  with  lanterns  and  torches,  as  if 
they  supposed  that  He  whom  they  sought  would  be  hid  in  some 
dark  place ;  and  they  are  armed  too  with  weapons — swords  and 
staves  (Matt.  xxvi.  47;  John  xviii.  3),  as  if  they  expected  the 
most  determined  resistance.  And  now  the  solemn  silence  of 
that  quiet  spot,  which  had  been  broken  only  by  the  sighs  and 
prayers  of  the  Man  of  sorrows,  is  broken  again  by  the  dis- 
cordant voices  of  Roman  soldiers  and  the  noisy  clamour  of 
Jewish  officers  and  chief  priests/  But  mark  the  perfect  calm- 
ness of  the  Saviour !  He  fears  not  to  meet  the  hostile  band^ 
but  goes  forth  and  says  unto  them,  "Whom  seek  ye?"  They 
answer,  "  Jesus  of  Nazareth  '/'  and  he  says  at  once,  "  I  am  he.'' 

What  followed  must  be  carefully  observed.  We  should  have 
expected  that  they  would  instantly  have  seized  Jesus,  but  instead 
of  this  "  they  went  backward,  and  fell  to  the  earth.''  What 
was  the  cause  of  this  sudden  fall  ?  Did  Jesus  intend  to  throw 
them  down  ?  and  was  it  by  the  exercise  of  his  miraculous  power 
that  they  were  thus  repelled  ?  No ;  the  lowly  Saviour  was  not 
disposed  at  this  time  to  put  forth  his  might  in  such  a  way.  It 
was  simply  the  majestic  word,  "I  am  he," — ejw  elfii,  that, 
piercing  the  consciences  of  these  sinners,  made  them  quail  for  a 
moment  before  his  presence,  and  filled  them  with  such  awe  that 
they  could  not  stand  upon  their  feet.  Even  in  the  presence  of 
ordinary  and  even  wicked  men,  enemies  have  been  smitten  with 
sudden  terror.  Thus  when  a  Gaul  entered  the  prison  of  Marias 
with  authority  to  take  off  his  head,  the  stern  countenance  of 
the  prisoner  so  disarmed  him,  that  as  he  heard  the  exclamation, 
"Tunc  homo,  audes  occidere  Caium  Marium,"  the  sword 
dropped  from  his  hand :  and  of  Pertinax  it  is  related  that  he 
refused  to  fly  in  the  hour  of  danger,  and  that  his  undaunted 
courage  and  intrepidity  caused  the  soldiers,  who  were  sent  to 
arrest  him,  to  retire,  though  one  of  them  afterwards  advanced 
and  plunged  into  his  breast  the  fatal  javelin.  No  wonder,  then, 
that  before  the  "  sinless  one  "  these  soldiers,  officers,  and  priests 
fell  backward.     He  had  not  said  this  time,  "It  is  I,  be  not 

f  For  according  to  Lake  xxii.  52,  some  of  theaey  together  with  captains  of 
the  temple,  and  elders,  had  in  their  blind  zeal  accompanied  the  armed  band. 
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afraid,  therefore  did  they  fear,  because  they  had  gone  out 
against  him/^  Doubtless  the  traitor  himself,  for  the  moment 
terror-stricken  by  that  well-known  voice,  lay  prostrated  on  the 
ground  before  Him  whom  he  had  once  acknowledged  as  his 
Lord ;  whilst  the  whole  of  those  banditti  trembled  in  his  pre- 
sence, and  involuntarily  did  homage  to  Him  as  the  king  of  the 
Jews. 

Speedily,  however,  they  recovered  their  self-possession,  for 
the  pride  of  their  nature  would  be  mortified  at  this  circumstance, 
and  they  would  almost  instantly  spring  up  upon  their  feet  again. 
Yet  if  Jesus  had  so  willed  it  not  one  of  them  could  have  risen 
up ;  but  "  in  the  transcendant  eleYation  of  his  repose,^'  He 
calmly  waits  until  they  are  prepared  to  prosecute  their  object, 
and  then  he  asks  them  again,  "  Whom  seek  ye  V'  They  reply, 
"  Jesus  of  Nazareth  /^  and  he  answers,  "  I  have  told  you  that 
I  am  he;  if  therefore  ye  seek  me,  let  these  go  their  way.^^ 
What  composure  I  what  dignity  I  what  courage.  It  is  asto- 
nishing that  they  did  not  fall  back  a  second  time ;  but  he  spake 
these  words  not  to  terrify  them,  but  rather  to  intimate  to  them 
that  he  was  ready  to  deliver  himself  up  into  their  hands.  At 
the  same  time  he  requests  that  to  his  followers  no  harm  should 
be  done,  thus  proving  that  he  loves  them  still,  though  they  had 
&iled  to  watch  with  him  in  his  agony  and  distress  of  soul.  This 
request,  or  command  rather,  for  Jesus  ruled  even  in  the  midst  of 
his  enemies,  was  uttered,  says  St.  John,  '^  Ijiat  the  saying  might 
be  fulfilled  which  he  spake.  Of  them  which  thou  gavest  me  I 
have  lost  none^^  (John  xviii.  9;  compare  xvii.  12).  But  was 
it  of  their  bodily  safety  that  he  had  said  these  words  ?  no,  but 
he  provided  for  that  with  a  view  to  their  spiritual  salvation, 
which  might  have  been  greatly  endangered  had  they  been  made 
prisoners  at  this  time,  since  their  faith  was  too  weak  as  yet  to 
endure  even  the  loss  of  liberty  for  his  sake.  Thus  is  the  pastoral 
care  of  the  great  Shepherd  for  his  sheep  displayed,  that,  whilst 
for  their  sakes  he  is  willing  to  suffer  himself,  he  throws  over 
them  his  protecting  arm  and  preserves  them  from  the  perils  to 
which  they  are  exposed.  He  becomes  their  substitute,  and  takes 
upon  himself  their  transgressions,  saying  as  it  were  with  David, 
and  that  not  to  these  banditti  merely,  but  to  the  violated  law  of 
God,  "  Even  I  it  is  that  have  sinned  and  done  evil  indeed ;  but 
as  for  these  sheep,  what  have  they  done?^'  (1  Chron.  xxi.  17). 
Yes,  and  for  his  sake  the  sheep  are  spared,  though  in  fact  de- 
serving of  the  utmost  punishment.  The  innocent  one  suffers ; 
the  guilty  are  set  free. 

AH  this,  which  is  related  only  by  St  John,  took  place  most 
certainly  ere  yet  the  traitor  had  had  time  to  draw  near  enough 
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to  effect  his  object.  But  he  had  given  the  soldiers  a  sign,  say- 
ing, "Whomsoever  I  shall  kiss,  that  same  is  he,  hold  him  fast^' 
(Matt.  xxvi.  48 ;  Mark  xiv.  44) ;  or  as  St.  Mark  expresses  it, 
"  Take  him,  and  lead  him  away  safely .^^  Did  he  say  this  ironi- 
cally, as  some  have  supposed,  meaning,  "  Hold  him  fast  tf  you 
can ;"  and  expecting  that  Jesus  would  rid  himself  from  their 
grasp?  In  that  case  he  must  have  thought  of  cheating  the 
Sanhedrim,  and  his  conduct,  even  then,  must  be  looked  upon  as 
detestable;  but  we  do  not  views  his  words  in  this  light,  but 
rather  as  an  intimation  to  the  soldiers  that,  having  given  the 
kiss  to  Jesus,  his  part  in  the  work  of  apprdiending  Him  was 
done,  and  they  were  to  be  responsible  for  the  rest.  Did  he  then 
give  Jesus  the  kiss?  Yes;  for  though  after  Christ  had  said  "  I 
am  He,^^  the  sign  was  in  fact  unnecessary ;  yet  "  to  maintain  his 
consistency  and  redeem  His  word,'^  as  Stier  remarks,  he  must 
needs  give  it,  and  though,  perhaps,  the  first  to  fall  to  the  ground, 
in  the  deep  depravity  of  his  heart  he  would  be  the  first  to  rise 
again ;  and,  as  their  leader,  he  would  try  to  inspirit  his  followers 
and  to  encourage  them  to  the  performance  of  their  task.  He 
drew  near,  therefore,  to  Jesus  and  said,  "Hail  Master,'^  and 
kissed  Him  (Matt.  xxvi.  49;  Mark  xiv.  15).  What  a  kiss  was 
this !  It  was  not  as  some  have  thought  a  repeated  kiss,  or  an 
embrace,  but  a  single  kiss,  <l>lXrjfia ;  yet  it  was  such  as  to  distin- 
guish it  for  ever  as  the  vilest  kiss  ever  given  by  the  lips  of  man. 
That  of  JoaVs  to  Amasa  was  but  a  feeble  type  of  it ;  it  was  like 
the  hiss  of  the  serpent  as  it  darts  its  fang  into  its  victim,  and 
the  words  by  which  it  was  preceded,  "  Hail  Master,^'  or  "Master, 
Master,*^  (a  mocking  salutation)  equally  betrayed  the  desperate 
malignity  that  rankled  in  the  apostate^s  breast. 

Yet  Jesus  received  this  kiss !  O,  how  much  His  love  could 
bear  I  He  had  said,  "  Whosoever  shall  smite  thee  on  thy  right 
cheek  turn  to  him  the  other  also;^^  and  now  that  He  Himself  is 
smitten — smitten  with  a  kiss  which,  when  deceitful,  is  the  worst 
of  all  blows,  He  does  not  resent  it  as  He  might  have  done,  but 
calmly  submits  to  the  indignity,  and  only  says,  "Companion, 
wherefore  art  thou  come  ? — ^but  immediately  afterwards,  as  Luke 
represents,  "Judas,  betray  est  thou  the  Son  of  man  with  a  kiss  ?'* 
Yet  if  the  traitor  had  any  feeling  left,  he  must  have  heard  these 
words  with  strange  emotions  of  confusion  and  surprise.  Jesus 
does  not  say  to  him,  ^'Friend  *' — <l>l\o<$,  wherefore  art  thou  come? 
but  "Companion  " — eratpo^;,  a  word  of  lower  signification,  for  if 
Judas  had  once  borne  the  higher  designation,  he  is  worthy  of  it 
no  longer,  and  any  allusion  to  friendship  it  was  impossible  for 
Jesus  now  to  make.  He  could  address  him  only  by  the  name 
"  companion/'  and  that  only  to  remind  him  that  such  he  had 
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been  ouce.  And  the  question — what  did  that  imply  ?  It  was 
as  if  Jesus  had  said,  "  And  art  thou  really  come  to  effect  this 
work  V  But  this  was  not  all.  In  the  presence  of  that  multi- 
tude He  calls  the  traitor  by  name,  thus  giving  all  present  to 
understand  who  and  what  he  is — that  he  had  been  a  disciple 
and  that  he  was  now  a  traitor — and  thus  silently  condemning 
them  for  giving  themselves  up  to  the  guidance  of  such  a  man. 
And  what  an-emphasis  is  there  in  every  word  of  that  question, 
"  Judas  !  betray  est  thou  the  Son  of  man  with  a  kiss  ?''  Its  force 
can  scarcely  be  expressed,  but  we  may  paraphrase  it  thus; 
'^  Betrayest  thou  Judas ;  of  all  this  company, — thou  my  former 
acquaintance  and  friend, — thou  who  so  lately  satest  at  my  table ; 
— ^betrayest  thou  Him  who  is  the  Son  of  man  with  a  kiss?^^  And 
perhaps  at  the  moment  these  words  were  uttered  the  light  of 
the  moon  fell  on  the  face  of  that  Son  of  man  and  revealed  to 
Judas  the  piercing  glance  of  His  once  loving  eye — the  prelude 
of  that  glance  which  Judas  will  behold  when  he  stands  before 
the  bar  at  the  last  day;  for  this  was  the  farewell  word  and  the 
farewell  look  of  Jesus  on  the  traitor,  until  that  fearful  hour, 
when,  as  Krummacher  observes,  "the  interrogation  will  be 
changed  into  a  naked  judicial  declaration,  "Thou  betrayedst 
the  Son  of  man  with  a  kiss.^^ 

Perhaps  even  now  the  unhappy  man  could  bear  no  more; 
and  hence  he  probably  retired  from  the  scene  smitten,  as  with 
a  dagger,  to  the  heart, — his  strength  lost,  his  spirits  gone,  as 
is  often  the  case  the  moment  after  a  man  has  uttered  a  word 
or  committed  an  act  which  his  conscience  tells  him  is  untrue 
and  wrong.  It  is  as  if  he  were  struck  with  a  kind  of  spiritual 
paralysis  by  which  his  whole  nature  is  suddenly  benumbed,  and 
yet  at  the  same  time  tormented  beyond  measure.  Not  just  yet, 
however,  did  the  conscience  of  Judas  assert  its  supremacy  and 
speak  with  a  voice  he  could  no  longer  hush,  and  what  his  real 
feelings  were  for  the  next  few  hours  it  is  impossible  for  us  to 
know. 

No  sooner  had  the  traitor^s  kiss  been  given  than  the  soldiers 
stepped  forward  and  laid  their  rude  hands  upon  the  Son  of  man. 
O  what  a  scene !  The  disciples  could  not  bear  it,  and  they  cried 
as  with  one  voice,  "Lord,  shall  we  smite  with  the  sword  V^  (Luke 
xxii.  49,  50;  John  xviii.  10,  etc.).  Whilst  Peter,  with  his 
wonted  zeal  and  rashness,  drew  his  weapon  and  smote  a  servant 
of  the  high  priest  named  Malchus,  and  cut  off  his  right  ear. 
Those  who  neglect  to  use  spiritual  weapons  usually  have  re- 
course to  fleshly  ones.  Thus  Peter  and  the  rest  of  the  eleven 
having  failed  to  watch  and  pray,  now  thought  it  necessary  to 
defend  their  Master  with  the  sword,  and,  but  for  His  gracious 
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interference,  would  soon  have  brought  upon  themselves  the  re- 
sentment of  the  whole  multitude.  It  was  not  in  this  way  that 
they  could  honour  Christ ;  neither  is  it  by  means  of  this  kind 
that  He  is  honoured  now.  But  what  did  He?  what  could  He 
do  but  that  which  the  narrative  relates  ?  The  ear  of  Malchus 
was  hanging  by  a  thread  when,  in  a  moment,  Jesus  touched  it 
and  healed  him,  thus  displaying  His  miraculous  power  even  in 
the  midst  of  His  shame  and  humiliation.  Yet  to  perform  this 
act  of  kindness  He  stooped  to  ask  permission  of  the  soldiers. 
Doubtless  the  multitude  were  enraged  by  what  had  taken  place, 
and,  amidst  the  excitement  that  prevailed  Jesus  was  prevented 
coming  near  to  Malchus ;  but,  with  all  the  mildness  and  dignity 
of  His  nature,  He  said  to  those  who  had  seized  Him,  "  Suffer 
ye  thus  far ;"  that  is,  **  Permit  me  for  a  moment  to  interfere  ?" 
and  thus  did  he  repair  the  mischief  that  had  been  done,  and  pre- 
vent the  conflict  which  would  otherwise  have  ensued.  He  then 
turned  to  Peter  and  said,  ^^Put  up  again  thy  sword  into  his  place  ; 
for  all  that  take  the  sword  shall  perish  with  the  sword; — the 
cup  which  my  Father  hath  given  me  shall  I  not  drink  it?^^ 
(Matt.  xxvi.  52;  John  xviii.  11).  The  sword  has  *^its  place," 
and  there  are  times  when  it  is  right  and  even  necessary  to  draw 
it ;  but  the  church,  through  all  ages  is  here  taught  by  her  Lord 
that  it  is  not  to  be  used  in  defence  of  the  truth,  for  the  truth 
discards  it,  and  goes  forth  to  conquer  in  her  native  majesty  and 
power.  It  was  not  to  be  used  then,  when  Jesus  was  about  to 
sufier ;  it  is  not  to  be  used  now  for  the  propagation  of  the  Gos- 
pel or  the  enlargement  of  Christ's  kingdom  in  the  earth.  The 
civil  magistrate  may  bear  it,  and  it  may  be  borne  when  absolutely 
necessary,  in  defence  of  personal  liberties  and  rights;  but  the 
Christian  minister  may  not  use  it,  either  to  correct  the  erring  or 
to  bring  back  the  wanderer  into  the  fold.  All  that  take  it, 
having  no  authority  from  God  to  do  so,  shall  perish  with  it; 
and  perishing  with  it  shall  have  no  claim  to  martyrdom.  Had 
Peter  been  slain  that  night,  (and  but  for  his  Lord's  miraculous 
interference  in  healing  Malchus  he  probably  would  have  been,) 
no  martyr's  crown  would  have  been  awarded  him,  though,  appa- 
rently he  fought  on  behalf  of  his  Master's  rights. 

Having  thus  repelled  the  rashness  of  Peter,  Jesus  adds,  ac- 
cording to  St.  John,  "  the  cup  which  my  father  hath  given  me 
shall  I  not  drink  it  ?"  He  had  prayed  that  if  it  were  His  Father's 
will  the  cup  might  pass  from  Him ;  but  now  that  it  was  put  into 
His  hand,  and  that  he  saw  it  to  be  His  Father's  will  that  He 
should  drink  it,  He  was  grieved  with  the  disciple  who  would 
fain  have  dashed  it  from  His  lips.  Not  the  sword,  but  the  cup 
was  now  H^s  choice,  and  to  accomplish  the  purposes  of  His 
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Pathei^a  love  He  was  now  "  ready  to  be  offered/'  and  would  fain 
hasten  to  the  altar  of  the  cross,  already  prepared  for  him  in  the 
counsels  of  the  eternal  mind.    It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  John^ 
who  does  not  record  the  prayer  in  Gethsemane,  is  the  only 
evangelist  who  has  preserved  this  saying  respecting  the  cup ;  an 
instance^  as  Paley  observes,  of  undesigned  harmony  in  the  nar- 
ratives of  the  different  evangelists,  and  also  a  proof  that  the 
metaphor  in  the  prayer  as  well  as  in  this  saying  referred  to  death. 
But  another  word  was  addressed  to  Peter  which  John  does 
not  record :  "  Thinkest  thou  that  I  cannot  now  pray  to  my 
Father,  and  he  shall  presently  give  me  more  than  twelve  legions 
of  angels?     But  how  then  shall  the  Scriptures  be  fulfilled,  that 
thus  it  must  be?''  (Matt.  xxvi.  53,  54.)      Peter,  in  his  folly, 
thought  that  his  Master  needed  the  sword  to  defend  Him;  he 
is  here  given  to  understand  that  had  his  Master  wished  to  be 
defended,  he  could  have  summoned  to  his  aid  hosts  of  angelic 
beings,  who  would  have  put  all  his  enemies  tiO  flight  at  once. 
Angels  are  fi'equently  spoken  of  as  armies,  and,  in  allusion 
perhaps  to  the  Roman  soldiers  before  him,  Christ  here  speaks  of 
legions  of  them ;  a  legion  among  the  Romans  consisting  of  six 
thousand  men.     Not  one  legion  of  angels,  however,  would  have 
come  at  his  request,  but  twelve; — a  legion  for  himself,  and  a 
legion  for  each  of  the  eleven ; — nay  more  than  even  these,  so 
numerous  are  those  glorious  beings  who  dwell  in  the  immediate 
presence  of  the  eternal  king.     But  had  he  prayed  for  them ;  and 
had  they  come,  as,  in  answer  to  his  prayer,  they  would  have 
done,  what  a  scene  would  have  occurred  !     As,  when  the  army 
of  the  Assyrians  fell  before  a  single  angel;  before  the  twelve 
legions,  that  multitude  with  staves  and  swords  would  have  be- 
come as  dead  men ;  the  brightness  of  the  moon  would  have  been 
eclipsed,  and  the  night  would  have  become  radiant  with  a  glory 
brighter  than  the  sun's;  and  Jesus  and  his  disciples  would  have 
been  borne  triumphant  from  that  field  of  conflict,  whilst,  had 
their  enemies  survived,  they  would  have  been  filled  with  shame, 
and  covered  with  disgrace.    Yes — but  then,  the  Scriptures  which 
foretold  of  the  sufferings  and  death  of  the  Son  of  God  would 
not  have  been  fulfilled,  and  then  mankind  would  not  have  been 
•  redeemed.    O  blessed  Saviour  that  thou  didst  restrain  the  prayer 
which  would  have  brought  thee  angelic  aid,  and  didst  rather  bid 
those  legions  look  in  adoring  reverence  as  thou  wast  led  to  the 
cross  and  lifted  up  thereon  ! 

And  now  Jesus  addresses  himself  to  the  multitude.  They 
had  listened  perhaps  to  his  rebuke  of  Peter  with  astonishment ; 
now  they  are  hushed  whilst  he  speaks  once  more  to  them.  It  is, 
however,  to  the  chief  priests,  the  captains  of  the  temple,  and 
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the  elders^  that  he  specially  directs  his  emphatic  remonstrance 
(see  Luke  xxii.  52):  "Are  ye  come  as  against  a  thief,  with 
swords  and  staves^  for  to  take  me  ?  I  sat  daily  with  yon  teach- 
ing in  the  temple,  and  ye  laid  no  hold  on  me  (Matt.  xxvi.  55 ; 
Mark  xiv.  48,  49) ;  but  this  is  your  hour,  and  the  power  of 
darkness ''  (Luke  xxii.  53).  "He  feels,"  as  Stier  observes,  "in 
his  perfect  humanity  the  indignity  which  is  inflicted  upon  him ; 
but  turns  that  at  once  into  a  lamentation  and  complaint  over 
their  sin,  which  in  that  indignity  he  deeply  feels  and  resents." 
Already  is  he  numbered  with  the  transgressors — already  is  he 
dealt  with  as  a  vile  malefactor ;  but  he  endures  all  with  patience, 
"for  it  is  their  hour,  and  the  power  of  darkness."  When  he 
taught  in  the  temple  they  would  have  taken  him,  but  they  could 
not,  "because  his  hour  was  not  yet  come"  (John  vii.  30);  now, 
because  it  was  come, — their  hour  to  triumph,  his  hour  to  submit, 
— they  were  permitted  to  take  him,  as  the  agents  of  the  wicked 
one  under  whose  influence  all  this  was  done. 

And  here,  for  a  moment,  we  must  leave  this  scene  to  look 
once  more  at  the  traitor  Judas.     He  has,  as  it  would  seem, 
already  gone,  for  his  part  in  the  transaction  of  that  momentous 
hour  is  acted  out.    Whither  does  he  go  ?    Home  to  his  dwelling 
to  enjoy  his  gains,  and  glut  over  the  thought  that  he  has  accom- 
plished his  design  ?    If  so,  it  is  but  for  a  short  time ;  for  observe 
him  a  few  hours  after.     He  is  in  the  city,  mingling  with  the 
crowds,  but  anxiously,  as  it  would  seem,  watching  the  result  of 
his  abominable  deed.     Ah !  his  conscience  is  already  saying  to 
him,  "Thou  hast  betrayed  the  innocent  blood,"  and  his  only 
hope  now  is  that  his  Master,  who,  he  knows,  is  able,  to  work 
miracles,  will  rescue  himself  out  of  the  hands  of  his  enemies, 
and  at  once  assume  his  kingdom  and  his  throne.     It  has  been 
supposed  that  this  was  the  principal  motive  by  which  Judas  was 
actuated  in  pursuing  the  course  he  did — that  he  expected  that 
"  by  putting  his  Master  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  he  should 
force  him  to  make  such  a  display  of  power,  as  would  at  once 
lead  to  his  being  triumphantly  seated  on  the  throne  of  David, 
as  a  great  and  powerful  prince."^    But,  though  some  such  idea 
may  have   arisen  in   his   mind  after  the  commission   of  his 
treacherous  deed,  it  is  scarcely  probable  that  he  entertained  it 
previously,  or  that,  if  he  did,  it  was  the  motive  which  induced 
him  to  betray  his  Lord;  for,  in  that  case,  Jesus  would  surely 
have  corrected  his  error,  and  not  have  permitted  him  to  commit 
the  act.      Bather  was  it,   as  Neander  represents,   a   decided 
hostility  to  Jesus  which  had  gradually  arisen  in  the  breast  of 

r  Archbishop  Whatelj,  "  On  the  treason  of  Judas  Iscariot." 
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Judas^  and  which  at  length  developed  itself  in  the  most  malignant 
form,  that  led  him  to  the  commission  of  his  crime.  His  ex- 
pectations of  the  establishment  of  an  earthly  kingdom  being 
disappointed,  "  his  attachment  turned  more  and  more  to  aversion. 
When  the  manifestation  of  Christ  ceased  to  be  attractive  it  be- 
came repulsive;  and  more  and  more  so  every  day."*  He  may 
have  had  some  doubts  relative  to  the  Messiahship  of  Jesus,  and 
never  thinking  that  he  could  suffer  if  he  were  the  Messiah,  he 
perhaps  supposed  that  by  betraying  him  into  the  hands  of  his 
enemies  the  truth  would  come  out — that  if  he  were  the  Christ 
God  would  deliver  him,  but  if  an  impostor  he  would  be  aban- 
doned to  his  fate. 

He  is  now  waiting  the  result,  though  already  his  conscience 
begins  to  accuse  him,  and  his  sin  to  stare  him  in  the  face.  But 
Jesus  is  tried ;  Jesus  is  condemned ;  Jesus  is  being  led  away  to 
be  crucified.  The  traitor  is  somewhere  near,  and,  consequently, 
sees  or  hears  what  passes.  Alas !  his  Master  does  not  deliver 
himself,  nor  does  Judas  now  conclude  that  he  is  an  impostor, 
and  not  the  Christ.  He  rushes  into  the  presence  of  the  Sanhe- 
drim, offers  them  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  and  says,  "  I  have 
betrayed  the  innocent  blood."  What  induces  him  to  make  this 
confession?  It  is  wrung  from  him  by  his  conscience,  and 
perhaps  he  fancies  that  the  chief  priest  will  be  induced  to  arrest 
the  judgment.  Vain  hope !  Their  ends  are  being  answered, 
and  what  care  they  for  the  compunctions  of  the  traitor  ?  "What 
is  that  to  us  ?  see  thou  to  that,^^  is  their  cold  yet  cutting  reply. 
This  was  in  fact  a  refusal  to  take  back  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver; 
but  Judas  dared  not  keep  them,  for  the  money  he  had  coveted 
was  of  no  more  service  to  him,  and  casting  them  down  in  the 
temple,  that  is,  in  an  apartment  of  the  temple  where  the  chief 
priests  are  sitting,  he  rushes  out,  lashed  by  the  fury  of  remorse, 
and  dies. 

What  was  his  real  end  ?  St.  Matthew  says,  "  he  went  out 
and  hanged  himself;'^  St.  Luke,  that  "  he  purchased  a  field  with 
the  reward  of  his  iniquity;  and  falling  headlong,  he  burst 
asunder  in  the  midst,  and  all  his  bowels  gushed  out.^^  We  doubt 
not  that,  if  we  were  in  possession  of  all  the  facts,  the  discrepancy 
would  be  at  once  removed ;  and,  though  Alford  stumbles  at  it, 
we  do  not  see  any  insuperable  objection  to  the  view  which  has 
long  been  entertained,  that  the  rope  by  which  he  hung  himself 
broke,  that  he  was  precipitated  from  a  lofty  branch,  and  falling 
on  some  prominent  and  sharp  stones,  he  burst  asunder  so  that 
his  bowels  obtruded.      That  Judas  died  by  his  own  hand,  is 

*  Neander's  Life  of  ChrUtj  p.  422.    Bohn's  edition. 
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expressly  stated  by  St.  Matthew,  and  appears  to  have  been  fore- 
shadowed in  the  end  of  Ahithophel,  whose  treachery  towards 
David  was  a  type  of  the  treachery  of  Judas  towards  Christ,  and 
of  whom  it  is  said  that  when  he  saw  his  counsel  was  not  followed, 
"he  hanged  himself  and  died''  (2  Sam.  xvii.  28). 

And  it  is  highly  probable  that  this  suicidal  act  was  com- 
mitted immediately  after  the  condemnation  of  our  Lord,  and 
before  he  was  put  to  death  upon  the  cross.    The  traitor,  it  would 
seem,  died  thus  wretchedly  before  his  Master  whom   he  had 
betrayed;   and  was  not  therefore  included  in  the  number  for 
whom  Jesus  prayed,  "  Father,  forgive  them,  they  know  not  what 
they  do.''     His  doom  was  sealed,  and  he  had  gone  "  to  his  own 
place,"  ere  the  Lamb  of  God  was  slain,  and  the  great  atonement 
made.     Was  he  then  lost?     Alas!  notwithstanding  the  argu- 
ments advanced  by  several  to  the  contrary,  we  can  entertain  no 
hope  respecting  him.     True,  it  is  said  he  "repented  himself" — 
fierafieXrfdeh ;  but  his  repentance  was  not  that  of  a  broken  and 
a  contrite  heart,  but  that  of  remorse  which  led  to  despair,  and 
his  doom  was  intimated  in  those  terrible  words  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  "good  were  it  for  that  man  if  he  had  never  been  born;" 
words  which  can  never  be  interpreted  as  a  mere  figure  of  speech, 
but  must  be  taken  literally;  and  therefore  as  conveying  the 
idea  of  the  irreparable  loss  of  his  soul.     "  Thou  betrayedst  the 
Son  of  Man  with  a  kiss,"  is  the  bitter  thought  that^  like  a 
scorpion,  has  been  preying  upon  the  mind  of  that  fallen  apostle 
until  now,  and  that — O  fearful  consideration — will  continue  to 
prey  upon  it  for  ever. 

But  what  became  of  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver  which  Judas, 
in  his  despair,  cast  down  in  the  temple?  "It  is  not  lawful," 
said  the  chief  priests,  "  to  put  them  into  the  treasury,  because 
it  is  the  price  of  blood"  (Matt,  xxvii.  6 — 8).  What  hypocrisy! 
They  hesitated  to  defile  the  treasury  with  money  paid  for  the 
betrayal  of  an  innocent  person,  yet  they  could  proceed  with,  or 
connive  at,  the  act  of  murder  which  was  now  about  to  take 
place.  They  therefore  resolved  to  purchase  with  this  money 
"  the  potter's  field"  (a  piece  of  land  so  called  either  because  it 
belonged  to  a  potter,  or  because  it  contained  potter's  day)  for 
the  burial  of  strangers  who  should  die  at  Jerussdem  whilst  visit- 
ing the  city  from  a  distance.  In  Acts  i.  18  the  purchase  of  this 
field  is  attributed  to  Judas  himself,  but  that  only  because  he 
had  been  the  means  of  its  being  purchased,  or  because  it  was 
purchased  with  his  money,  or  lastly  because  he  had  intended  to 
purchase  it  himself,  and  had  actually  commenced  the  bargain 
which  the  chief  priest  heard  of,  and  completed.  "  The  wretched 
man,"  says  Bengel,  "did  not  believe  that  the  cause  of  Jesus 
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would.be  a  lasting  one^  and,  in  the  event  of  its  eoming  to  nought^ 
he  had  marked  out  against  the  time  to  come^  a  dwelling-place 
for  himself  and  those  belonging  to  him  (Psalm  cix.  9  implies  he 
had  a  wife  and  children^  ^Let  his  children  be  fatherless,  and 
his  wife  a  widow  :  let  his  children  be  continually  vagabonds  and 
beg ')  whither  they  might  betake  themselves,  and  he  wished  to 
provide  for  his  and  their  livelihood/^ 

It  was  then  in  this  very  field,  as  Hofmann  remarks,  and  as 
the  sacred  narrative  seems  to  imply — the  field  on  which  he  had 
set  his  heart,  and  for  which  he  sacrificed  his  heritage  and  his 
bishopric,  that  he  committed  the  act  of  suicide,  and  hence  it  was 
written  in  the  Psalms,  "  Let  his  habitation  be  desolate,  and  let 
no  man  dwell  therein/^  Desolate  that  field  became.  It  was 
called  Aceldama,  that  is,  "  the  field  of  blood,'^ — 07/009  aifmTo<; 
(Heb.,  «m  VjTf);  and  to  this  day  the  traditional  site  of  it,  which 
lies  on  the  slope  of  the  hills  beyond  the  valley  of  Hinnom,  south 
of  Mount  Zion,  is  worthy  of  the  name.  All  that  remains  to 
point  it  out  is  a  charnel  house,  now  in  ruins,  which  Dr.  Robinson 
describes  as  "  a  long  massive  building  of  stone,  erected  in  front 
apparently  of  a  natural  cave;  with  a  roof  arched  the  whole 
length,  and  the  walls  sunk  deep  below  the  ground  outside, 
forming  a  deep  pit  or  cellar  within.  An  opening  at  each  end 
enabled  us  to  look  in;  but  the  bottom  was  empty  and  dry, 
except  a  few  bones  much  decayed.^' 

In  the  actual  purchase  of  this  field  by  the  chief  priests,  which 
was  probably  not  eflfected  until  some  days  after  the  death  of 
Judas,  a  prophecy  was  accomplished,  attributed  by  St.  Matthew 
to  Jeremiah,  ^^Aud  they  took  the  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  the 
price  of  him  that  was  valued,  whom  they  of  the  children  of 
Israel  did  value;  and  gave  them  for  the  potter's  field,  as  the 
Lord  appointed  me."  Now  this  prophecy  occurs  in  Zech.  xi. 
13,  14,  and  not  in  the  writings  of  Jeremiah;  but,  as  Hengsten- 
berg  has  shewn,  the  words  of  the  later  prophet  have  reference 
to  other  words  of  the  earlier  one  (Jer.  xviii.,  xix.);  and  though 
Matthew  might  have  mentioned  both  the  prophets,  yet,  assum- 
ing as  the  New  Testament  writers  often  do,  the  accurate  ac- 
quaintance of  their  readers  with  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures, 
he  mentions  Jeremiah  only,  intending  to  call  attention  chiefly 
to  his  prophecy,  but  to  that  prophecy  as  repeated  or  referred  to 
by  Zechariah.*  There  is  no  need,  then,  either  to  call  in  question 
the  inspiration  of  St.  Matthew,  or  to  have  recourse  to  the 
expedient  of  altering,  without  warrant,  the  reading  of  the  text. 
The  "sure  word  of  prophecy ''  was  fulfilled.     Whatever  was 

i  See  Hengstenberg's  Christology,  vol.  iv.,  p.  47,  etc.    Clark. — Lange  adopts 
a  similar  yiew,  bat  refers  back  to  Jer.  xxxii.  8,  14. 
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written  aforetime  respecting  Judas  came  to  pass.  He  '/lifted 
up  his  heeP'  against  Christ,  as  Psalm  xl.  9  had  predicted. 
" Another ^^  —  Matthias  —  "took  his  bishopric,^'  according  to 
Psalm  cix.  8.  "  His  habitation  became  desolate,'^  according  to 
Psalm  Ixix.  25 ;  and,  as  Zechariah  had  foretold,  the  potter's  field 
was  purchased  with  the  price  at  which  he  had  valued  the  Sol  of 
Man.  Under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  who  saw  the  end 
from  the  beginning,  the  sacred  writers  wrote  these  prophecies, 
and  their  words,  which  they  themselves  did  not  fully  understand, 
were  at  length  literally  fulfilled. 

Thoenlby  Smith. 


jMppa. — ^Yafo  (called  by  the  Greeks  Joppa,  and  by  the  Arabs  of  the  present 
day  T afa)  situated  on  the  Mediterranean,  fifteen  leagues  north-west  of  Jerusalem, 
is  one  of  the  most  ancient  towns  of  Asia.    Old  traditions  assign  it  to  a  period  eyen 
anterior  to  the  deluge.    According  to  the  Greek  fable,  it  was  nigh  to  Jopi)a  l^&t 
Andromeda  was  bound  to  the  rook  by  the  vengeance  of  the  Nereides.    Pliny 
relates  that  in  his  time  they  still  shewed  in  the  rock  the  marks  of  the  chains  of 
Andromeda.    This  rock  was  stiU  pointed  out  in  the  time  of  St.  Jerome.    An- 
ciently Yafo  was  the  only  point  by  which  the  Israelites  had  communication  with 
the  Mediterranean.    The  cedars  of  Lebanon,  which  were  required  for  the  temple 
and  other  buildings,  were  brought  to  the  port  of  Yafo  (2  Chron.  ii.  15  ;  Ezra  iii. 
7) ;  here  the  prophet  Jonah  embarked  for  Tarshish.    Beyond  this,  little  mention 
is  made  in  the  writings  of  the  Bible  about  this  town.    Subsequently  the  Maoca- 
bean  princes,  Jonathan  and  Simon,  wrested  it  from  the  Syrians  (1  Mao.  x.  76). 
At  the  time  of  the  insurrection  of  the  Jews  against  the  Homans,  the  town  was 
taken  by  assault  and  burned  by  Cestius ;  eight  thousand  inhabitants  were  mas- 
sacred by  the  Boman  soldiers.    Some  time  afterwards,  the  Jews  rebuilt  the  walls 
of  this  town ;  and  pirates  emerging  from  the  port  of  Yafa,  harassed  the  coast  of 
Phoenicia  and  Syria,  which  caused  attacks  to  be  made  anew  against  this  town  by 
the  Romans.    Vespasian  conquered  it  in  a  sudden  assault  by  night,  and  having 
razed  it,  he  erected  on  its  site  a  citadel,  in  which  he  placed  a  Boman  garrison. 
From  Constantine  the  Great  to  the  invasion  of  the  Arabs,  Yafa  was  the  seat  of  a 
bishopric.    Yaffa,  or  Jaffa,  as  it  was  commonly  called,  was  a  very  important  place 
to  the  Christians.    Baldwin  the  First  fortified  it ;  Saladin  retook  it  in  1188.  Since 
that  time  it  has  shared  the  fortune  which  Palestine  has  experienced  under  its 
different  conquerors.    At  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century,  when  Cotwyk  visited 
Palestine,  Yafa  presented  no  other  appearance  than  a  heap  of  ruins.    In  1647 
Monoonys  found  nothing  but  a  castle  and  three  caverns  hollowed  out  of  the  rock. 
Thus  modern  Yaffa  has  had,  at  the  most,  but  an  existence  of  a  century  and  a  half. 
In  modem  times  Yaffa  once  more  became  celebrated  on  aocoimt  of  the  expedition 
of  Napoleon  and  the  horrible  massacre  of  4000  Turkish  prisoners.    This  happened 
on  the  6th  of  March,  1799,  when  the  French  took  the  town  after  a  determined  I 
struggle. . . .  After  the  departure  of  the  French,  the  English  built  a  bastion  at  the  | 
south-east  angle  of  Yaffa. ...  A  wall,  whose  two  extremities  abut  upon:  the  sea, 
surrounds  the  town  on  the  land  side,  and  renders  a  cowp-de-main  impossible.  Tafla 
contains  about  5000  inhabitants.    Here  is  a  place  of  entertainment  for  pilgrims ; 
it  is  a  plain  wooden  house,  well  situated  at  the  harbour,  and  belonging  to  the 
fathers  of  the  convent  of  St.  Salvador  at  Jerusalem.    In  the  neighbourhood  there 
are  some  magnificent  gardens ;  there  are  still  found  here  pomegranates,  fig,  citron, 
and  palm-trees,  and  thickets  of  cochineal  and  apple-trees.    The  harbour  of  YdSSs^ 
formed  by  an  ancient  jetty,  is  small  and  almost  ruined.    Vessels  are  obliged  to 
cast  anchor  a  great  way  off  the  shore. — MunJc, 
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JBTHIOPIC  LITUBGIES  AND  HTUCNS." 

TRANSLATED   BY   THE   REV.  J.   M.   RODWELL, 

Rector  of  St.  Ethelburga,  London. 

j>Io.  I.  The  ordinary  Canon  of  the  Abyssinian  Church. 

In  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  one  God. 

The  Antiphon  at  the  time  of  the  Celebration  (Kedasse)}  Hallelujah. 

I  will  go  into  Thy  house  in  the  multitude  of  Thy  mercies, 
and  in  Thy  fear  will  I  worship  in  Thy  holy  temple.  I  will 
thank  Thee,  O  Lord,  with  all  my  heart,  for  Thou  hast  heard  all 
tlie  words  of  my  mouth. 

Before  Thine  angels  will  I  sing  praise  unto  Thee,  and  wor- 
ship towards  Thy  holy  temple  in  Thy  fear.  Let  Thy  priests  be 
clothed  with  righteousness,  and  Thy  saints  rejoice  with  joy. 

Thou  shalt  purge  me  with  hyssop,  and  I  shall  be  clean; 
Thou  shalt  wash  me,  and  I  shall  be  whiter  than  the  hail.''  Wash 
and  cleanse  me  from  my  sin,  and  make  me  clean  from  mine 
offences. 

Cleanse  me  from  my  secret  sins,  and  spare  Thy  servant  from 
that  which  is  alien  to  me. 

For  He  gave  them  bread  from  heaven,  and  man  did  eat  the 
bread  of  angels. 

I  will  wash  mine  hands  in  innocency,  and  compass  thine 
altar,  O  Lord. 

I  have  compassed  and  sacrificed  sacrifices  in  his  tabernacle, 
and  exulted  in  Him. 

«  This  translation  is  made  from  the  edition  printed  at  Rome  in  1548.  Innu- 
meris  mendis  scatet,  says  Renaudot ;  as  many  sometimes  as  thirty  in  a  page.  I 
have  also  consulted  the  MS.  of  this  Liturgy  in  the  British  Museum,  No.  16,202. 
It  is,  however,  of  more  recent  date  than  the  Roman  text. 

*  This  office,  which  is  termed  in  the  Geez  the  Kedasse,  Anaphora,  or  Canon, 
is  based  throughout  upon  the  Jacobite  (Coptic)  Liturgy  of  St.  Basil.  This 
Coptic  office,  however,  was  not  written  by  St.  Basil  (Renaudot,  Or.  Lit.^  i.,  174), 
but  was  doubtless  in  use  in  the  church  of  Alexandria  before  the  Mohammedan 
period,  under  the  Christian  emperors.  Like  the  other  liturgies  in  that  patri- 
archate, it  represents  the  earliest  form  of  sacramental  worship,  and  is  prooably 
on  this  account  termed  by  the  ^Ethiopians  the  Eucharistic  "  office  of  our  Others 
the  apostles."  In  the  introduction,  however,  to  the  MS.  16,202,  British  Museum, 
it  is  called  "  the  rite  of  our  fathers  the  Egyptians  (Copts)."  From  the  passages 
quoted  in  the  notes  it  will  be  seen  that  it  coincides  often  and  verbally  with  the 
Liturgy  of  St.  Mark,  and  to  such  an  extent  and  in  such  a  manner  as  seems  to 

g>int  to  a  more  simple  and  primitive  form  of  that  Liturgy  than  any  now  extant, 
r.  Neale  says  that  "the  general  form  and  arrangement  of  the  Liturgy  of  St. 
Mark  may  safely  be  attributed  to  the  evangelist  himself." 

*  The  uEth.  translators  use  the  proper  word  for  snow  in  Psalm  cxlviii.  8.  But 
it  is  scarcely  known  in  Abyssinia.  Ludolf 's  teacher,  the  -^th.  monk  Gregory, 
when  he  first  saw  it,  called  it  meal.    Vide  Mth.  Lex.,  col.  33. 
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Thou  haat  prepared  a  table  before  me  in  the  sight  of  those 
who  hate  me. 

Thou  hast  anointed  my  head  with  oil ;  Thy  chalice  is  strong, 
and  it  satiateth. 

I  will  take  the  chalice  of  life,  and  call  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord. 

Thy  mercies  shall  follow  me  all  the  days  of  my  life. 

O  Lord,  save ;  O  Lord,  prosper. 

Hail!  holy  Church! 

Adorned  are  its  walls  and  painted  with  the  topaz. 

Hail  then,  holy  Church  !  the  pure  golden  vessel  wherein 
is  laid  up  the  manna,  the  bread  that  came  down  from  heaven 
and  giveth  life  to  all  the  world  \^ 


First  of  all  the  Presbyter  saith  this  Prayer  for  the  purity  of  the 
Church  and  of  the  Altar. ^ 
O  Lord  our  God,  Thou  alone  art  holy,  and  on  all  hast  Thou 
bestowed  sanctity  by  Thy  invisible  might :  O  Lord,  we  ask  and 
beseech  Thee  to  send  forth  Thy  Holy  Spirit  upon  this  Church  and 
upon  this  altar,  and  upon  all  their  holy  utensils  whereon  Thy 
venerable  mystery  is  celebrated.  Bless  us  now,  and  sanctify  us 
and  purge  us  from  all  impurity  and  pollution  through  the  remis- 
sion of  the  new  birth,^  so  that  there  shall  not  be  left  upon  us  any 
taint  whatever  of  transgression ;  and  make  this  Church  and  this 
altar  an  elect  and  pure  vessel^  like  silver  purged  and  purified 
from  the  earth,  whenever  Thy  sacrifice  is  thereon  celebrated, 
O  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  now  and  for  ever.     Amen. 

A  Prayer  before  the  Altar  is  vested J^  and  before  the  Holy  Vessels 
are  placed  upon  it, 
O  Lord  God,  who  knoweth  the  hearts  of  all,  and  abideth 
holy  among  the  holy,*  and  art  free  from  evil,  who  alone  art  able 
to  forgive  sins ;  Thou  knowest,  O  Lord,  that  I  am  not  pure  for 
this  Thy  holy  ministration,  and  that  I  have  no  boldness-^  to 
draw  nigh  and  open  my  mouth  for  Thy  holy  praise.  Never- 
theless in  the  multitude  of  Thy  mercy  do  Thou  forgive  me,  a 

''  In  MS.  Brit.  Mus.  this  clause  follows  the  prayer  over  the  disc  (Masohe), 
below,  p.  340. 

'  Lit.,  ark.  The  altar  in  the  Abyssinian  churches  is  built  in  the  form  of  «o 
ark.  See  Isenberg,  Lex,  Amhcar,^  p.  97,  31,  Harris,  ii.,  168.  Ludolf,  HiA. 
^th,^  iii.,  6,  62.  Oomm.j  p.  376.  The  following  formula  is  peculiar  to  the 
uEthiopic  Church,  and  is  not  found  in  the  Coptic  or  Alexandrian  office. 

/  Thus  the  text  of  MS.  Brit.  Mus.  f  Utensil. 

*  The  rubric  in  the  MS.  Brit.  Mus.  directs  that  if  a  bishop  be  present,  the 
vestment  shall  be  taken  to  him  for  his  blessing,  p.  26. 

•  'O  iy  ayiois  iycnradofifyos  (St.  Mark,  p.  16  of  Dr.  Neale's  edition). 
J  Lit.,  face. 
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sinner  and  transgressor.  Grant  me  to  find  mercy  in  this  hour^ 
and  send  down  to  me  Thy  strength  from  on  high/  that  I  may 
become  worthy,  and  may  accomplish  Thy  holy  service.  Accord- 
ing to  Thy  will  and  the  good  pleasure  of  Thy  heart,  may  this 
incense  be  a  sweet-smelling  savour.  Through  Jesus  Christ  be 
Thou  with  us,  and  bless  us,  for  Thou  art  the  forgiver  of  our 
sins,  and  the  light  of  our  souls,  and  our  life,  and  our  strength, 
and  refuge.  To  Thee  we  send  up  our  praise  on  high,'  for  ever 
and  ever.     Amen. 

A  Prayer  over  the  Paten. 
O  Lord  our  God  Jesus  Christ,  who  didst  stretch  forth  Thine 
hands  upon  the  holy  cross,  lay  Thy  hand  upon  this  paten  :  bless 
now,  sanctify  and  purify  it,  that  Thy  priests  may  make  therein 
Thy  holy  Body  in  this  holy  apostolic  Church.  To  Thee  be  praise, 
with  Thy  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  ever,  world 
without  end.     Amen. 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God.     Holy  is  his  name :  and 
Holy  is  He  among  the  spirits. 

A  Prayer  over  the  Chalice, 
O  Jesus  Christ  our  God,  the  True,  who  though  very  God 
didst  become  man — whose  deity  was  not  separated  from  his 
humanity — who  of  his  own  good  pleasure  poured  forth  his  blood 
for  his  creatures  ;*"  lay  thy  hand  upon  this  cup ;  bless,  sanctify, 
and  purify  it,  that  they  may  make  therein  Thy  holy  blood  in 
this  holy  apostolic  Church.  To  Thee  be  glory  with  the  Father 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  now  and  for  ever,  world  without  end.  Amen. 

Purity  and  blessing  and  sweetness  is  to  those  who  drink  of 
Thy  precious  blood,  who  art  the  very  True  One. 

Prayer  over  the  cross^handled  Spoon,^ 
O  Lord  our  God,  who  didst  make  Thy  servant  Isaiah  the 
prophet  worthy  to  behold  the  seraphim,  in  whose  hand  were  the 
tongs  wherewith  he  took  a  live  coal  from  off  the  altar  and  placed 
it  in  his  mouth ;  now  therefore,  O  Lord  our  God  and  Father 
Almighty,  lay  Thine  hand  upon  this  spoon  of  the  cross,  that  it 
minister  the  body  and  blood  of  Thine  only  Son  our  Lord  God 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  And  now  do  Thou  bless,  sanctify, 
and  purify  it :  give  it  strength  and  honour,  as  Thou  gavest  to 
the  tongs  of  the  seraphim.     For  Thine  is  the  glory,  together 

*  Ac^prjo'cu  Jiiiiv  .  .  .  tV  <f^v  fio-fideiay  Koi  Kordirffi^lfov,  ic.t.A.  (St.  Mark,  p.  15). 
'  ^h  ykp  c«  &  ayiaurfihs  TifAtov,  koI  <rol  r^y  B6^ay  avan^fAirofiev  (St.  Mark,  p.  15). 
•"  Thus  Ed.  Rom.  and  MS.  Brit.  Mus.,  Renaudot,  maU,  super  Golgotha. 
"  Lit.,  the  spoon  of  the  oross.    So  called  because  the  handle  terminates  in  a 
small  cross.     Ludolf,  Comm..,  iii.,  6,  79. 

z2 
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with  Thine  only  Son  and  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  now  and  for 
ever,  world  without  end.     Amen. 

Prayer  over  the  larger  Disc.^ 
O  Lord  our  God,  who  spake  unto  Moses  his  servant  and 
prophet,  "  Make  me  choice  vessels,  and  place  them  in  my  taber- 
nacle at  Mount  Sinai,^' — now  also,  O  our  Lord  God  Almighty, 
put  forth  Thy  hand  upon  this  disc,  and  fill  it  with  strength  and 
virtue  and  purity  and  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  for  Thy 
glory,  that  they  may  make  therein  the  body  of  Thy  only  Son, 
our  Lord  and  God  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  in  this  holy  apostolic 
Church.  To  Thee  be  glory  with  Thy  holy  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit,  now  and  ever,  world  without  end.     Amen. 

Then  shall  he  say  as  he  makes  the  sign  of  the  Cross, — 
May  the  strength  and  blessing  and  light  and  sanctification 
of  the  Holy  Trinity  be  on  this  Church  of  the  city  N. 

Prayer  at  the  offering.^ 
O  Lord  our  God,  who  didst  accept  the  sacrifice  of  Abel  in 
the  field,  and  of  Noah  in  the  ark,  and  of  Abraham  on  the  moun- 
tain-top, and  of  Elias  on  Carmel,  and  of  David  on  the  threshing, 
floor  of  Araunah  the  Jebusite,  and  the  widow^s  mite  in  the 
Temple,  receive  in  like  manner  the  oblation  and  the  sacrifice  of 
Thy  servants  [Tesfa  Zion  and  Tanase  his  son]  which  they  have 
brought  unto  Thy  holy  name,  that  it  may  be  the  redemption  of 
Thy  people's  sins  :  and  do  Thou  recompense  them  with  a  goodly 
recompence  in  this  world  and  in  the  world  to  come,  now  and  for 
evermore.     Amen. 

Prayer  at  the  mixture  of  the  water  with  wine, 
O  Christ,  who  art  our  very  God,  who  didst  go,  when  they 
bade  Thee,  to  the  marriage-feast  in  Cana  of  Galilee,  and  didst 
bless  them,  and  madest  the  water  into  wine,  do  Thou  in  like 
mianner  unto  this  wine  which  is  set  before  me :  bless,  sanctify, 
and  purify  it,  that  it  may  be  for  the  joy  and  the  rejoicing  and 
for  the  life  of  our  souls  and  of  our  bodies ;  and  may  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost,  beside  whom  is  no  God,  be  with  us  at  all  times ; 
and  fill  Thou  this  wine  with  rejoicing  and  gladness,  for  good  and 
life  and  for  salvation,  and  for  understanding  and  counsel  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  now  and  for  ever,  world  without  end.     Amen.^ 

<»  The  iEth.  word  is  Masob*^  used  in  Heb.  ix.  4,  of  the  pot  in  which  the 
manna  was  preserved.  It  is  here  to  be  understood  of  the  vessel  in  which  the 
bread  intended  for  consecration  is  placed,  together  probably  with  the  paten. 

p  i.  c,  the  offering  of  gifts  by  the  communicants.  For  Tesfa  Zion,  see  note, 
p.  343. 

9  After  this  prayer  Renaudot  inserts,  "  Benedictus  Dominus  Dens,  Pater 
Omnipotens,  Benedictus  Filius,  Benedictus  Spuritus  Paraoletus,"  and  a  rubric 
for  the  elevation  of  the  hands. 
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The  Priest  says/ — 

There  is  one  Holy  Father,  one  Holy  Son,  one  Holy  Ghost. 
Praise  the  Lord  all  ye  nations,  and  laud  him  all  ye  people.  For 
stablished  is  his  mercy  upon  us,  and  the  righteousness  of  the 
Lord  endureth  for  ever.  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  to  the  Son, 
and  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  now  and  ever,  and  world  without  end. 
Amen. 

The  Deacon  says, — Rise  up  for  prayer. 

The  Priest  says, — Peace  be  with  you  all. 

The  People  say, — And  with  thy  spirit  at  all  times. 

When  the  Deacon  says,  '^  Rise  up  for  prayer,^'  and  the  Priest, 
^'  Peace  be  with  you  all,^^  the  People  say,  ^^  Lord  have  mercy 
upon  us  with  Thy  Spirit." 

The  Priest  says  the  Prayer  of  Thanksgiving, 

Let  us  render  thanks  to  the  Author  of  our  good  things,  the 
merciful  Lord,  the  Father  of  our  Lord  and  God  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  for  he  hath  shielded  and  aided  and  kept  and  taken 
us  under  his  protection.  He  hath  brought  us  nigh  unto  himself, 
and  received  us  and  purified  us,  and  brought  us  unto  this  hour. 
Let  us  therefore  ask  of  him  to  keep  us  this  holy  day  and  all  the 
days  of  our  life  in  all  peace,  O  Thou  Lord  God  Almighty.  Pray 
ye.  O  Lord  God  Omnipotent,  Father  of  our  Lord  and  God 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  we  render  thanks  unto  Thee  for  every- 
thing and  concerning  everything  and  in  everything;  for  Thou 
hast  protected  us  and  helped  us,  and  kept  us  and  taken  us  under 
Thy  guardianship.  Thou  hast  brought  us  nigh  unto  Thyself,  and 
accepted  us  and  strengthened  us,  and  brought  us  unto  this  hour, 
and  therefore  do  we  ask  and  make  our  suit  to  Thy  goodness,  O 
Thou  lover  of  men. 

The  Deacon  saith, — 

Seek  ye,  and  make  supplication  that  God  will  have  mercy 
upon  us  and  be  gracious  unto  us,  and  accept  prayers  and  suppli- 
cations from  his  saints  on  our  behalf  now  and  at  all  times ;  that 
he  would  make  us  meet  to  receive  and  partake  of  the  communi- 
cation of  this  blessed  mystery,  and  that  he  would  pardon  us 
sinners. 

The  People  say  thrice,  '^  Kyrie  Eleison." 

The  Priest  says,* — 

*■  In  the  MS.  Brit.  Mus.  these  sentences  are  divided  between  priest  and 
people. 

*  CJompare  Zhs  riyiiv  r^v  ayiav  rifi^pay  rairviy  koL  S,vcarra  rhu  xp^^ov  rijs  i<oris 
Tifiatf  kTrtTf\4<rai  .  .  .  /icrck  irdtrris  .  .  .  koI  rod  ffov  (p^tfiov  vdjna  5^  tpOSvov  .  .  .  icaaav 
HarayiK^v  ivdpyctay,  iraaav  irouripwu  avOpdiyKtav  iirifiovX^v  ^KSia^ov  &^'  r)ixS>v  .  .  .  koX 
imh  rrjs  ayias  .  .  .  iKK\'ff<rias.  Th  KoKh,  Koi  tA  (rvfA<t>4pouTa  rtfiiu  ivixop^tynffov  .  .  . 
/iT^e  clffcpeyKris  V«s  e**  ircpafffihy  hwh,  potrat  Tjfias  Airb  rov  vovripov  .  .  .  X^*'''*  *^°^ 
olKTipfitp  Koi  ipiXayOponrlc^f  K,r,\,  (St.  Mark,  pp.  7,  8). 
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Grant  that  we  may  pass  this  holy  day  and  all  the  days  of 
our  life  in  all  peace  conjoined  with  Thy  fear.  All  the  envy  and 
all  the  wiles  and  all  the  workings  and  the  craft  of  evil  men^  and 
the  uprising  of  the  foe,  whether  hidden  or  open,  drive  Thou 
afar  and  repel  from  me,  and  from  all  Thy  people,  and  from  this 
Thy  holy  place.  All  good  things  that  .are  good  and  excellent  do 
Thou  command  for  us;  for  Thou  art  He  who  hast  given  us 
power  to  tread  upon  the  serpent  and  scorpions,  and  upon  all  the 
power  of  the  foe.  And  lead  us  not,  O  Lord,  into  temptation, 
but  deliver  and  rescue  us  firom  all  evil,  by  the  grace  and  mercy 
and  love  for  man  of  Thine  only  Son,  our  Lord  and  God  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  through  Whom  to  Thee,  with  Him,  and 
with  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  glory  and  power  now  and  ever,  and 
world  without  end.    Amen. 

The  Prayer  on  behalf  of  those  who  bring  Oblations. 

Again  let  us  beseech  Almighty  God,  the  Father  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  on  behalf  of  those  who  bring  offer- 
ings into  this  holy  catholic  Church— oblations,  firstfruits,  tythes, 
thank-offerings,  commemorations — that  of  all  those  who  give 
much  or  little,  and  of  those  who  have  the  will  to  give  though 
they  give  not.  He  would  accept  the  desires.  Who  in  heaven 
bestoweth  grace  on  the  spirits,'  Who  hath  the  power  of  benedic- 
tion upon  every  work,  the  Lord  our  Grod. 

The  Sub-deacon  saith, — Pray  on  behalf  of  those  who  bring 
the  offering. 

O  Lord  God  Almighty,  we  ask  and  beseech  Thee  on  behalf 
of  those  who  bring  offerings  to  Thy  one  holy  catholic  Church, 
whether  much  or  little,  whether  publicly  or  privately,  and  that 
of  all  those  who  are  willing  but  have  not.  Thou  wouldest  accept 
the  intentions.  Give  them  a  recompence,  and  may  theirs  be  a 
double  blessing  through  Thy  only  Son ;  through  whom  to  Thee, 
with  Him,  and  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  glory  and  power  now 
and  for  ever,  world  without  end.     Amen. 

Prayer  at  the  mystical  Anaphora, 
O  High  Priest,  Jesus  Christ,  of  uncreated  being,  the  pure 
Word  of  the  Father  and  the  Word  of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  Thou 

'  But  MS.  Brit.  Mas.,  wJio  in  the  Tieavens  hesUnveth  hingdoms, 
»  I  have  followed  the  reading  of  the  MH.  Brit.  Mus.     Renandot  suspects 
that  the  text  is  commt.    And  with  reason;  as  the  Copt,  lAt,  Ba$.  has  ScMj 
consvhstantial  with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  coetemal  with  both, 

St.  Mark  has,  Adtnrora  Iriffov  Xptirrh,  K6pi€,  6  trOvapxos  A^yos  rod  hfipxov 
varphs  Koi  rod  &y,  Uve^fwros  ,  ,  ,  6  ipros  6  iK  rod  obpayov  Karens  ,  ,  •  kwi^KVOv 
rh  'irp6<royK6v  (Tov  iieX  rhv  Aproif  rovrov  koX  M  rk  Tror4]pta  raJura  &  ^  Tctuntyia  rpilarf(a 
txoUx*rai  hC  iryyekiKris  Xeirovpyias  (pp.  16,  17).  The  Roman  text  is,  JSon  of  the 
Father  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
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art  the  bread  of  life  which  earnest  down  from  the  heavens^  and 
wast  from  of  old  even  as  a  pure  lamb  without  spot  for  the  life  of 
the  world ;  we  ask  now  and  beseech  of  Thy  excellent  goodness, 
O  Thou  lover  of  men,  shew  the  light  of  Thy  countenance  upon 
this  bread  and  upon  this  cup  which  we  place  upon  this  Thy 
spiritual  altar.  Bless  them,  sanctify  them,  and  purify  them : 
and  change  this  bread  so  that  it  may  become  Thy  pure  body,  and 
that  which  is  commingled  in  this  cup,  become  Thy  precious 
blood ;  and  that  it  may  ascend  for  healing/  to  the  salvation  of 
all  our  souls  and  of  our  bodies.  For  Thou  art  the  King  of  us 
all,  Christ  our  God  :  and  to  Thee  we  send  up  on  high,  laud  and 
glory  and  adoration/  with  Thy  good  heavenly  Father  and  Thy 
Holy  Spirit,  the  Giver  of  life,  now  and  ever,  and  world  without 
end.     Amen. 

The  Deacon  saiih, — Worship  God  with  fear. 

And  the  People  answer, — Before  Thee,  O  Lord,  we  adore ; 
and  Thee  do  we  glorify. 

The  Priest  then  pronounces  the  Absolution  of  the  Son, 

O  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  Son,  Word  of  God  the  Father, 
who  hast  broken  off  from  us  all  the  bonds  of  our  sins  by  his 
saving  and  life-giving  passion  ;  who  breathed  upon  his  holy  dis- 
ciples and  pure  ministers,  saying.  Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost : 
whose  sins  ye  remit  they  shall  be  remitted,  and  whose  dns  ye 
retain  they  shall  be  retained.  Thou,  O  Lord,  through  Thy 
pure  ministers,  hast  given  grace  to  the  priesthood  to  do  in  like 
manner  in  Thy  holy  Church,  and  at  all  times  remit  sins  upon 
earth,  and  bind  and  loosen  all  the  bonds  of  iniquity :  now  there- 
fore do  we  again  ask  and  beseech  of  Thy  goodness,  O  Thou 
lover  of  men,  on  behalf  of  these  Thy  servants,  my  fathers  and 
my  brethren,  and  on  behalf  of  myself  Thy  servant,  Tesfa  Zion,** 
and  on  behalf  of  those  who  bow  their  heads  befwe  Thy  holy 
altar,  make  plain  for  us  the  path  of  Thy  mercy,  and  break 
asunder  and  dissever*  all  the  bonds  of  our  sins :  whether  we 
have  sinned  against  Thee,  O  Lord,  knowingly  or  without  know- 
ledge ;  in  malice  of  heart  or  by  deceit ;  or  in  conversation  or 
through  meanness  of  heart ;  for  Thou,  O  Lord,  knowest  the 
infirmity  of  man,  O  Thou  good  and  lover  of  the  human  race 
and  Lord  of  all,  confer  on  us  remission  of  our  sins.  Bless  us 
and  sanctify  us ;  make  us  a  sweet-smelling  savour,  and  make  us 
to  be  absolved.     Absolve,  O  Lord,  our  patriarch,  Abba  N ;  and 

•  Lit.,  that  it  may  be  to  vs  aU  an  ascender  of  healing. 

"  The  priest  who  superintended  the  printing  of  this  Liturgy  at  Rome  in 
1548.  In  the  MS.  Brit.  Mus.  is  the  name  of  the  priest  to  whom  that  MS. 
belonged,  viz.,  Area  JSeluty  i.  e.,  friend  or  votary  of  the  Trinity. 

'  Lit.,  cut. 
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our  holy  and  blessed  bishop,  Abba  N  ;  absolve,  O  Lord,  our 
king  N ;  remember,  O  Lord,  the  souls  of  thy  servants,  out 
father  Abba  Matthew  and  the  other  fathers;  Abba  Salama, 
Abba  James,  and  Abba  Bartholomew,  and  Abba  Michael,  and 
Abba  Isaac,  and  Abba  John,  and  Abba  Mark.  Remember,  0 
Lord,  the  kings  of  ^Ethiopia,  Abraha  and  Atzeba,^  Caleb/  Gabra 
Maskal,  Constautine,  Fressenai/  Degana  Michael,  Nawai 
Christos,  Yagebe  Zion,  Amda  Zion,  David,  Theodoras/  Isaac/ 
Andrew,  Amda  Jesus,  Zara  Jacobus,  Baeda  Mariam,^  Alexan- 
der,' Amda  Zion,/  Naod,^  Lebna  Denghel.*  Absolve,  O  Lord, 
our  fathers  Abba  Antonius  and  Abba  Macarius.  Remember,  O 
Lord,  the  soul  of  Thy  servant,  our  father  Tecla  Haimanoth 
with  all  his  sons ;  remember,  O  Lord,  our  father  Eustathius  and 
all  his  sons ;  and  remember  all  Thy  people ;  and  fill  us  with  the 
fear  of  Thy  name,  and  stablish  us  to  do  Thy  will.  For  to  Thee 
is  due  glory  and  praise,  now  and  ever,  and  world  without  end. 
Amen. 

And  may  Thy  servants  who  minister  this  day,  the  presbyter 
and  deacon  and  clergy  and  people,  and  myself,  Thy  poor  servant, 
a  sinner  and  offender,  be  absolved  by  the  mouth  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost ;  and  by  the  mouth  of 
our  Lady  Mary,  a  second  heaven,  a  venerable  loom  ;  and  by  the 
mouth  of  this  holy  catholic  and  apostolic  Church ;  and  by  the 
mouth  of  the  five  prophets,  and  the  twelve  sons  of  the  prophets; 
and  by  the  mouth  of  the  twelve  apostles  and  the  seventy-two 
disciples  and  their  five  hundred  companions ;  and  by  the  mouth 
of  Mark  the  theologian*  and  evangelist,  apostle  and  martyr; 
and  by  the  mouth  of  the  holy  patriarch  Severus,^  and  holy 
Antonius,  and  holy  John  of  the  golden  mouth,  and  holy  Cyril, 

9  Cotemporary  probably  with  St  Athanasius  and  Framentius.  See  Lud., 
Hist,  ^th,,  ii.,  4,  9. 

*  Caleb,  cotemporary  with  the  Roman  emperor  Justin  a.d.  522.  His  suc- 
cessor was  Gabra  Maskal,  i.  e.,  servant  of  the  cross. 

«  Fressenai,  i,  e.,  good  fruit.  *  See  Lud.,  Hist,  ^thiop.,  ii.,  6,  4. 

«  Probably  the  Isaac  whose  name  occurs  in  p.  284  of  the  MS.  Octatench 
(described  in  the  *'  Correspondence  "  of  the  present  number  of  this  Journal},  sent 
by  him  to  the  Abyssinians  in  Jerusalem.    He  was  king  in  1360,  or  thereabouts. 

<*  Son  of  Zara  Jacobus,  born  about  1465,  and  grandson  of  Amda  (Pillar) 
Jesus.  *  Reigned  1475— -1490. 

/  Died  1419,  after  a  reign  of  six  months.  s  Died  1504. 

*  i.  c,  Storax  Virginis,  one  of  the  baptismal  names  of  David,  who  reigned 
from  1504 — 1540.    The  above  names  are  all  omitted  in  the  MS.  Brit.  Mus. 

*  Toy  Maprvpa  Koi  tvayyeXurriiy  MapKov  (St.  Mark,  p.  13).  Avo<rro\ov  Koi 
EvaYYf\i(rrov  (ibid.,  p.  21).  Divina  loguerttis,  Renaudot,  p.  506.  Theclogva, 
Dillm. 

i  Patriarch  of  Alexandria  and  defender  of  the  Jacobite  opinions.  He  is 
commemorated  in  the  ^thiopic  Kalendar  on  Feb.  14.  After  JSeverus  the  MS. 
Brit.  Mus.  inserts  the  name  of  Dioscurus,  but  omits  AnUmius,  and  for  Cyrily 
reads  KirJcos,    John  of  the  Golden  Mouth  is,  of  course,  Chrysostom. 
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and  holy  Gregorius,  and  holy  Basil,  and  by  the  mouth  of  the 
three  hundred  and  eighteen  orthodox  who  were  assembled  at 
Nice,  and  the  hundred  and  fifty  at  Constantinople,  and  the  two 
hundred  at  Ephesus,  and  by  the  mouth  of  our  patriarch  Abba 
Grabriel,*  and  by  the  mouth  of  our  bishop  Abba  N,  and  by  my 
mouth,  who  am  a  miserable  sinner.  May  they  be  absolved  by 
the  mouth  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost, 
for  full  is  Thy  name  of  majesty  and  glory,  now  and  ever,  world 
without  end.     Amen.' 

The  Priest  (Cohen)  says  the  Prayer  of  the  Incense  J* 

Here  the  Presbyter  waves  the  Incense,  making  mention  of  the 
new  moons  and  festival  days,  commemorating  also  the  dead  and 
the  living,  saying  as  he  waves  the  Incense, — 

Blessed  be  the  Father  Almighty,  and  blessed  be  the  only- 
begotten  Son  Jesns  Christ,  who  was  made  man  of  the  holy 
Virgin  Mary ;  and  blessed  be  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Paraclete,  our 
God  the  Strengthener.  This  sweet  savour  is  due  to  the  Holy 
Trinity,  our  God. 

And  when  the  Priest  censes  the  throne^  he  says, — Hallelujah 
to  the  Father,  hallelujah  to  the  Son,  hallelujah  to  the  Holy 
Ghost,  now  and  ever,  and  world  without  end.  Amen.  O  eternal 
God,  the  first  and  the  last,  without  beginning  and  without  end, 
who  art  great  in  skill,  and  mighty  in  operation,  and  wise  in 
counsel,  and  present  in  all  things  f  we  ask  and  beseech  of  Thee, 
O  Lord,  to  be  with  us  at  this  hour,  and  shew  the  light  of  Thy 
countenance  upon  us,  and  abide  with  us  in  our  midst,  and  purify 
our  hearts  and  sanctify  our  souls,  and  blot  out  our  offences,  and 
foi^ve  our  sins  which  we  have  committed,  in  wilfulness  or  in- 
voluntarily, and  make  us  to  offer  unto  Thee  a  reasonable  obla- 
tion, and  the  sacrifice  of  praise  and  spiritual  incense  which  we 
may  bring  up  into^  the  holy  temple  of  the  saints. 

*  The  patriarch  of  Alexandria.  Cotemporarv  with  the  Area  SeMs  mentioned 
above,  and  whose  name  occurs  at  this  point  of  the  Liturgy,  was  John.  There 
were  several  patriarchs  of  this  name  (vide  Renaudot,  dePatr,  Alex.,  pp.  402,  396). 
But  the  MS.  may  be  of  the  period  of  the  last  of  these  mentioned  at  p.  400.  It 
has  no  marks  of  peculiar  antiquity. 

'  The  MS.  Brit.  Mus.  here  inserts  a  litany,  rubrics,  and  prayers  in  reference 
to  the  incense,  but  ends  with  the  threefold  Hallelujah. 

"»  The  prayer  at  the  benediction  of  the  incense  and  at  the  censing  of  the 
altar  follow  in  the  Roman  ritual  immediately  upon  the  mixture  of  the  wine  with 
water. 

•  The  manbar,  the  space  between  the  altar  and  the  east  wall  of  the  Church, 
Y^served  for  the  officiating  bishop  and  priests.  In  the  MS.  Brit.  Mus.  the  priest 
(v.  p.  45)  makes  the  circuit  of  the  altar,  singing  a  hymn  commemorative  of  the 
resurrection. 

«  MS.  Brit.  Mus.,  who  wast  in  all  things^  and  wilt  be  with  aU  things. 
p  MS.  Brit.  Mus.,  the  veil  of. 
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Remember^  O  Lord^  the  one  holy  catholic  and  apostolic 
Church,  which  is  from  one  end  of  the  world  unto  the  other. 

Remember,  O  Lord,  our  patriarch  Abba  N  and  our  holy  and 
blessed  bishop,  Abba  N,^  and  all  our  patriarchs,  bishops,  pres- 
byters,  and  deacons. 

Remember,  O  Lord,  our  king  N. 

Remember,  O  Lord,  our  fathers  and  brethren  who  have 
fallen  on  sleep,  and  do  rest  in  the  orthodox  faith. 

Remember,  O  Lord,  our  congregations,  and  bless  them  ever- 
more. 

Here  the  Priest  says, — ''Let  us  worship  the  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost,  one  Trinity,''  ihrice,  and  the  people  in  like 
manner. 

Priest, — Peace  be  with  thee,  holy  Christian  Church,  abode 
of  peace.  Peace  be  with  thee,  O  Vii^n  Mary,  mother  of  Grod  / 
thou  art  the  golden  censer  which  didst  bear  the  coal  of  living 
fire.  Blessed  he  who  receiveth  out  of  the  sanctuary  Him  who 
forgivetb  sins  and  blotteth  out  transgression,  even  God  the 
Word,  who  took  flesh  of  thee,  who  offered  himself  to  his  Father 
as  incense  and  a  precious  sacrifice :  we  adore  thee,  O  Christ, 
with  Thy  good  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  the  giver  of  life,  for 
Thou  dost  come  and  save  us. 

Then  the  Priest  makes  the  circuit  of  the  Cliurch^  thrice,  cens- 
ing  U.     The  assistant  Priest  says  before  Paul  is  read, — 

O  Lord,  who  knowest  and  announcest  wisdom;  who  hast 
revealed  to  us  that  which  was  hidden  in  the  depths  of  darkness ; 
and  art  the  giver  of  the  word  of  joy  to  those  who  proclaim  the 
greatness  of  Thy  might ;  it  is  Thou  who  in  the  abundance  ol 
Thy  goodness  didst  call  Paul,  who  was  before  a  persecutor,  and 
madest  him  an  elect  vessel,  and  in  Thy  good  pleasure  to  become 
an  apostle  and  preacher  of  the  Gospel  of  Thy  kingdom  and  an 
herald  ;  O  Christ  our  God,  we  ask  and  beseech  of  Thee  who  art 
the  benign  lover  of  men,  bestow  upon  us  the  understanding  of 
wisdom  and  incorruptible  knowledge,  that  we  may  understand 
and  know  Thy  Holy  Scriptures  which  are  read  in  Thy  presence; 
and  as  he  was  made  like  unto  Thee,  even  Thine  image,  the 
image  of  life,  so  make  Thou  us  meet  to  be  conformed  to  him 
and  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to  praise  Thy  holy  name,  and  to 
make  our  boast  in  Thy  precious  cross  evermore,  for  Thine  is  the 

»  '  Ayi<&TiXfroy  jcol  puucapiArwrov  iipxi^^ci  ijfuov  ITairay  A  xol  rhp  AffiJatarw  Z-mbrKtrof 
A  (St.  Mark,  p.  9,  etc.). 

*"  MS.  Brit.  Mus.,  Pray  for  ns,  Virgin  Mary,  mother  of  God.  Thou  art  the 
ffolden  censer  which  didst  hear  the  hlessed  coal  of  fire  which  he  (the  angel)  took 
from  the  sanctuary,  which  forgiveth,  etc. 

'  In  tha  Copt  Lit,  Bos.,  the  altar.    Thug  MS.  Brit.  Mus. 
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kingdom^  the  majesty^  and  might  and  dominion^  glory  and 
praise^  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

The  Deacon  says,  before  Paul  is  read, — 

From  Paul,  servant  and  apostle  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ,  vho  was  called  and  elected  and  set  apart  for  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Holy  Gospel.  Worthy  of  faith  is  his  word  from  the 
epistle  N.     May  his  prayer  and  blessing  be  with  us.     Amen. 

And  after  the  lection  from  Paul,  the  Deacon  says, — 

The  grace  of  God  the  Father,  and  the  gift  of  his  Son,  and 
the  bestowment  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  came  down  upon  the 
blessed  and  pure  apostles  in  the  h(Aj  temple  of  Zion,  be  multi- 
plied upon  us  all  Christian  people  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 

Holy  Paul  I  apostle !  kind  messenger !  healer  of  the  sick  ! 
thou  hast  received  the  crown !  pray  and  intercede  for  us,  that 
our  souls  may  be  saved  in  the  multitude  of  his  meroy,  for  his 
holy  name  sake. 

The  Priest  says,^- 

Peace  be  with  you  all.  O  eternal  God,  the  first  and  the 
last,  without  beginning  and  end,  great  in  skill  and  mighty  in 
operation  and  wise  in  counsel,  who  existed  in  all  things,  we  ask 
and  beseech  of  Thee,  O  Lord,  that  Thou  wouldest  be  with  us  in 
this  hour,  and  lift  up  the  light  of  Thy  countenance  upon  us,  and 
abide  with  us  in  our  midst,  and  purify  our  hearts  and  sanctify 
our  souls,  and  blot  out  our  offences,  and  pardon  our  sins,  which 
we  have  committed  with  or  without  our  consent,  knowingly  or 
in  our  ignorance,  and  cause  us  to  offer  unto  Thee  a  pure  offer- 
ing,  and  that  a  reasonable  sacrifice  and  spiritual  incense  may 
enter  into  the  holy  temple  of  Thy  sanctity  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord,  by  whom,  to  Thee,  with  Him,  and  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  praise  and  dominion  now  and  ever,  world  without  end. 
Amen. 

7%6  assistant  Deacon  says  before  an  apostle  is  read, — This  is 
the  word  from  the  epistle  of  N,  disciple  and  apostle  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  May  his  prayer  and  blessing  be  with 
us.     Amen. 

And  after  the  apostle  is  read  the  Deacon  shall  say, — O  bre- 
thren, love  not  the  world,  neither  the  things- that  are  in  the 
wxwld  :  for  all  that  is  in  the  world,  the  lust  of  the  eye,  and  the 
lust  of  the  flesh,  and  the  pride  of  life  are  not  of  the  Father,  but 
are  of  the  world.  And  the  world  passeth  away  and  the  lust 
thereof,  but  he  that  doeth  the  will  of  God  abideth  for  ever. 

The  People  say, — Holy  Trinity,  One  in  Thine  essence,  pre- 
serve our  congregation :  for  the  sake  g£  Thy  holy  elect  disciples, 
comfort  us  by  Thy  mercy,  for  Thy  holy  name  sake. 

The  Deacon  says, — Rise  up  for  prayer. 
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The  Priest  says, — Peace  be  with  you  all. 

The  People, — ^And  with  thy  spirit. 

Priest, — O  our  Lord  and  God,  who  didst  reveal  to  Thy  holy 
apostles  the  mystery  of  the  glory  of  Thy  Christ,  and  didst  give 
them  the  great  and  countless  gifts  of  Thy  grace,  and  didst  send 
them  to  preach  in  all  quarters  of  the  world  the  riches  of  Thy 
grace  and  of  Thine  inscrutable  mercy :  we  therefore,  O  Lord, 
ask  and  beseech  of  Thee  to  make  us  worthy  of  their  heritage 
and  their  portion,  4;hat  we  may  walk  in  their  ways  and  follow  in 
their  steps ;  and  give  us  grace  at  all  times  to  be  conformed  unto 
them,  and  to  be  strong  in  their  love,  and  that  we  may  have  a 
portion  with  them  in  the  reward  of  their  labours,  through  sin- 
cere religion.  And  do  Thou  preserve  Thy  holy  Church  which 
Thou  hast  founded  through  them,  and  bless  the  sheep  of  Thy 
pasture,  and  increase  this  vineyard  which  Thou  hast  planted 
with  Thy  holy  right  hand,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  by 
Whom,  to  Thee,  with  Him  and  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  glory 
and  power,  now  and  ever,  world  without  end.     Amen. 

The  Priest  then  offers  the  Incense  and  says, — 

O  Lord  our  God,  who  didst  receive  the  sacrifice  of  our  father 
Abraham  in  place  of  Isaac  his  son,  and  didst  send  down  to  him 
a  lamb  as  his  ransom ;  in  like  manner,  O  Lord,  accept  from  me 
the  sweet  savour  of  this  incense,  and  send  down  in  return  for 
it^  from  on  high  the  riches  of  Thy  grace  and  mercy,  and  make 
us  pure  from  all  the  pollution  of  sin,  that  we  may  minister 
before  Thy  purity,  O  thou  lover  of  men,  in  purity  and  righte- 
ousness all  the  days  of  our  lives,  with  joy. 

And  he  again  says.  Remember,  etc..  Rejoice,  etc. 

Then  the  Priest  says  be/ore  the  Acts  are  read, — 

The  Acts  of  the  Sent  ones — the  message  of  our  fathers  the 
apostles,  pure  and  full  of  grace,  elect  and  righteous  and  blessed, 
through  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  May  their  prayers  and 
blessing  preserve  all  us  Christian  people,  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen. 

And  again  after  reading  the  Acts,  the  Priest  says, — 

Great  is  the  word  of  God,  and  on  the  Church  of  Christ  is  it 
engrafted.  Multiplied  are  the  peoples  who  believe  on  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  To  Him  be  praise  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen. 

Holy,  holy,  holy  art  Thou  God  the  Father  Almighty. 

Holy,  holy,  holy  art  Thou  the  only  Son,  living  Word  of  the 
Father. 

Holy,  holy,  holy  art  Thou,  Holy  Ghost  who  knowest  all  things. 

'  Ov/ito/ta  •^po<r^€^afi€vos  .  .  .  oan-i  Kara  letfi^jfoy  rifiw  rriv  x^^^  """^^  ayiov  aov  vrtv- 
fjMTos  (St.  Mark,  p.  12). 
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TTie  Deacon  saiih, — Arise  for  prayer. 

The  Priest  saith, — The  peace  of  God  be  with  you  all. 

People, — ^And  with  thy  spirit. 

The  Pi^si  says, — O  Lord  Jesus  Christ  our  Gtod,  who  didst 
say  to  Thy  holy  disciples  and  to  Thy  pure  apostles^  Many  pro- 
phets and  righteous  men  have  desired  to  see  the  things  which  ye 
see,  and  have  not  seen  them^  and  have  desired  to  hear  the  things 
which  ye  hear^  and  have  not  heard  them  ;  and  blessed  are  your 
eyes  which  have  seen  and  your  ears  which  have  heard ;  in  like 
manner  do  Thou  make  us  also  worthy  to  hearken  and  to  per- 
form  the  word  of  Thy  holy  Gospel**  through  the  prayers  of  Thy 
saints. 

The  Deacon  says, — Pray  at  the  holy  Gospel. 

Before  the  Gospel  is  read  he  says, 

I  will  bless  the  Lord  at  all  times ;  his  praise  shall  ever  be  in 
my  mouth.  My  soul  shall  make  her  boast  in  the  Lord.  Hal* 
lelujah.  Hallelujah.  Hallelujah.  Stand  up.  Hear  ye  the 
holy  Gospel,  that  which  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ 
announceth. 

The  Priest  says, — This  is  the  time  of  our  prayer  and  suppli- 
cation wherewith  we  make  suit  of  Thee,  O  Lord  our  God,  for 
those  who  have  fallen  asleep  before  us.  Give  them  rest  and  heal 
their  sicknesses ;  for  Thou  art  the  life  of  us  all,  and  the  hope  of 
us  all,  and  the  deliverer  of  us  all,  and  to  Thee  we  send  up  praise 
on  high  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 

The  Priest  having  said  this,  turns  his  face  to  the  People  and 
says,— 

O  Lord  on  high,  bless  us  all,*'  a  Christian  people ;  and  make 
our  entrance  into  this  holy  Church  to  be  in  unison  with  the 
holy  angels,  who  serve  him  evermore,  and  glorify  him  at  all 
times,  world  without  end.     Amen. 

The  Priest  thrice  censes  the  Gospel,^  and  announcing  it  to  the 
People  says, — The  holy  Gospel  which  N  preached  or  announced 
—the  Word  of  the  Son  of  God. 

And  the  People  say, — Glory  be  to  Thee,  O  Christ;  our  Lord 
and  God  at  all  times.  Be  ye  glad,  and  rejoice  in  God  who  hath 
helped  us,  and  sing  unto  the  God  of  Jacob ;  take  the  psalm,  and 
strUse  the  timbrel ;  the  sweet  psalm  with  the  harp. 

And  after  the  Gospel  is  read'  the  People  say,y — The  che- 
rubim and  seraphim  offer  up  praise  to  Him,  saying.  Holy,  holy, 

•  'AKpoarhs  rificis  irof^<rj7  tow  ayiov  aindv  Evaryy4\iov  (St.  Mark,  p.  12). 
"  *0  Kvplos  thKoyfia-j^  kc^  (r^y^taucoifii<rrf  ifuy^  K.r,\.  (St.  Mark,  p.  12). 
"  'O  *l€p€i^  irph  rov  Evaryf^lov  fidK\€i  BvfjUofM  (St.  Mark,  p.  12). 
'  The  MS.  Brit.  Mus.  here  inserts  a  Litany,  and  passages  from  the  gospels 
containing  the  words  of  Institution,  and  part  of  John  vi. 
f  Kai  ^aWoval  rhv  x^pov/BiKt^f  (St.  Mark,  p.  14). 
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holy.  The  heavens  and  the  earth  are  full  of  the  sanctity  of 
Thy  glory. 

The  Deacon  says, — Rise  up  for  prayer. 

The  Priest  says, — Peace  be  with  you  all.'  Again  we  beseech 
Almighty  Ood,  the  Father  of  our  Lord  and  God  and  Savioor 
Jesus  Christ — we  ask  and  make  suit  of  Thy  goodness,  O  Thou 
lover  of  men.  Remember,  O  Lord,  the  peace  of  Thy  one  holy 
catholic  and  apostolic  Church. 

7%e  Deacon  says, — Pray  for  this  one  holy  catholic  and  apos- 
tolic Church,  orthodox  in  God. 

The  People  say, — O  Lord  our  QoA,  give  us  peace.  Christ 
our  King  have  mercy  on  us. 

The  Priest  says, — Which  is  from  one  end  of  the  world  unto 
the  other.  Bless  all  Thy  people  and  all  Thy  flock.  Send  peace 
from  heaven  upon  all  our  souls,  and,  while  we  live,  vouchsafe 
us  peace.  Be  gracious  unto  our  king  Claudius,  his  nobles,  his 
judges,  and  his  armies,  and  the  assembly  of  our  ueighboors 
without  and  within  '^  adorn  them  with  all  peace,  O  Thou  King 
of  peace.  Give  us  peace,  for  Thou  givest  us  all  things.  Take 
us  as  Thy  possession,  O  God,  for  beside  Thee  we  acknowledge  no 
other.  We  make  mention  of  and  call  on  Thy  holy  name,  that 
our  souls  may  live  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  that  the  death  of  sin 
may  not  prevail*  against  us  Thy  servants  and  all  Thy  people. 

Prayer  for  the  Bishops. 

Let  us  again  beseech  of  Almighty  God,  the  Father  of  our 
Lord  and  God  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  We  ask  and  make 
our  suit  at  Thy  goodness,  O  Thou  lover  of  men.  Remember,  0 
Lord,  our  venerable  Father,  the  patriarch  Abba  Gabriel,  and  our 
holy  and  blessed  metropolitan  Abba  N. 

The  Deacon  says, — Pray  for  our  pontiflTs,  for  our  patriarch 
Abba  N,  the  lord  archbishop  of  the  great  city  of  Alexandria,  and 
our  venerable  metropolitan  Abba  N,  and  all  bishops,  priests, 
and  deacons,  orthodox  in  the  faith. 

The  Priest  says, — Do  Thou  preserve  them  to  us  many  years 
and  for  length  of  days  in  righteousness  and  in  peace,  that  they 
may  accomplish  the  sacred  ministration  wherewith  Thou  hast 
entrusted  them  in  the  office  of  the  priesthood  according  to  Thy 
holy  and  blessed  will,  that  they  may  judge  in  righteousness  and 
truth,  and  feed  Thy  people  in  righteousness — all  bishops,  pres- 
byters, and  deacons  orthodox  in  the  faith,  and  all  alike  of  Thy 

•The  MS.  Brit.  Mub.  has  here  a  long  Litany  to  the  Virgin,  after  which  it 
continues,  Holy  is  God,  holy  the  Strong^  holy  the  living  One^  who  dieth  notj  etc 

•  Vulgus  promiscuum  (Copt.) 

*  Kal  n^  Karlcxvirrf  Odyaros  ofiofnlas  Ka$*  rumv  inxfik  Kark  irorrbs  rov  \affv  <rw 
(St.  Mark,  p.  14). 
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one  holy  cathoHe  and  apostolic  Chnrch.  And  do  Thou  receive 
the  prayers  which  they  make  on  our  behalf,  and  on  behalf  of  all 
Thy  people,  upon  Thine  altar  on  high,  for  a  sweet-smelling 
savour :  all  their  enemies  and  foes  do  Thou  subdue  and  break  to 
pieces  beneath  their  feet  speedily,  and  preserve  them  to  us  in 
righteousness  and  peace  in  Thy  holy  Church. 

A  Prayer  for  the  Congregation,^ 

Let  us  agmn  beseech  Almighty  God,  the  Father  of  our  Lord 
and  God  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ.  We  ask  and  seek  of  Thy 
goodness,  O  Thou  lover  of  men  :  remember^  O  Lord,  our  con- 
gregations and  bless  them. 

The  Deacon  says, — Pray  for  this  holy  Christian  Church  and 
our  congregation  fiierein. 

And  the  People  say, — Bless  and  preserve  our  congregation 
in  peace. 

And  then  they  say, — We  believe. 

Then  the  Deacon  says, — In  the  wisdom  of  God  say  the  Prayer 
of  Faith,  singing  :^ 

We  believe  in  one  God,  the  Father  Almighty,  Maker  of 
heaven  and  earth,  of  the  visible  and  the  invisible. 

And  we  believe  in  one  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  Son  of 
the  Father,  who  existed  with  him  before  the  world  was  made ; 
Light  from  Light,  God  from  very  God,  begotten  and  not  made, 
equal  with  the  Father  in  his  Godhead,  by  whom  all  things  were 
made,  and  without  whom  was  not  anything  made  in  heaven  and 
earth  :  who  for  us  men  and  for  our  salvation  came  down  from 
heaven,  and  was  incarnate  by  the  Holy  Ghost  of  the  holy  Virgin 
Mary.  He  was  made  man,  and  was  crucified  in  the  days  of 
Pontius  Pilate  :  he  suffered  and  died  and  was  buried,  and  rose 
from  the  dead  on  the  third  day,  as  was  written  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures  :  he  ascended  with  glory  into  heaven,  and  sitteth  on 
the  right  hand  of  his  Father :  he  shall  come  again  with  glory  to 
judge  the  quick  and  the  dead,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  shall  be 
no  end. 

And  we  believe  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  Lord  and  Lifegiver,  who 
proceedeth  from  the  Father.'  We  worship  him  and  glorify  him 
with  the.  Father  and  the  Son,  who  spake  by  the  prophets. 

And  we  believe  in  one  holy  catholic^  and  apostolic  Church  : 

*  T^  kvurvyayoryhs  (St.  Mark,  p.  14). 

**  In  the  Litany  of  St.  Mark  the  Creed  follows  the  Salutation,  p.  16. 

*  The  words,  md  the  JSoriy  were  foisted  into  the  text  in  the  edition  printed  at 
Rome  in  1548,  but  are  not  found  in  any  -^th.  MSS.    Vide  Lud.  Cbwwn.,  p.  353. 

/  The  -^th.  translators  vary  in  their  rendering  of  KudoKticijy  Kot  iLTroa-ToKiK^tf 
iKK\ri<Tic».  The  more  general  version  is,  Christian  Church  of  one  congregation^ 
which  Cis  that)  of  the  apostles.  Here  it  is.  One  holy  Christian  Churchy  which  is 
above  aU  congregations^  which  (is  that)  of  ihe  etpo^es. 
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and  we  believe  in  one  baptism  for  the  remission  of  sins :  and  we 
hope  for  a  resurrection  of  the  dead,  and  the  life  which  shall 
come  for  ever.     Amen. 

The  Priest  says, — Make  them  [the  congregation]  to  be  de- 
voted to  Thee^  without  hindrance,  and  that  without  ceasing  they 
may  do  Thy  holy  and  blessed  will.  Do  Thou  vouchsafe,  O 
Lord,  to  us  Thy  servants,  and  to  those  who  shall  come  after  us, 
for  ever,  a  house  of  prayer,*  a  house  of  purity,  a  house  of  blessing. 
Arise,  O  Lord  our  God,  and  let  Thine  enemies  be  scattered,  and 
let  all  those  who  hate  Thy  holy  and  blessed  name  flee  before 
Thy  face,  and  let  Thy  people  be  blessed  a  thousand  thousand- 
fold and  ten  thousand  ten  thousand-fold,*  that  they  may  do  all 
Thy  will,  through  the  grace  and  mercy  and  love  for  man  of  Thy 
only  Son  our  Lord  and  God  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  through 
whom,  to  Thee,  with  Him  and  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  glory 
and  power  now  and  ever,  and  world  without  end.     Amen. 

The  Priest  says  the  Prayer  for  Perfect  Peace, — 

O  God,  great,  eternal,  who  didst  form  man  free  from  corrup- 
tion, but  hast  now  brought  to  nought  the  power  of  death  which 
came  first  into  the  world  by  the  envy  of  Satan,  through  the 
coming  of  thy  only  Son  our  Lord  and  God  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ,  and  by  Thy  peace,-'  wherein  the  hosts  of  heaven  do  praise 
Thee,  saying,  Glory  to  God  in  heaven,  and  peace  on  earth — ^his 
goodwill  to  man. 

7%^  Deacon  says, — Pray  for  perfect  peace  and  the  love  of  the 
apostolic  salutation,*  Greet  one  another.  Ye  who  do  not  com- 
municate, go  forth.  Ye  who  communicate,  salute  one  another 
in  the  fulness  of  your  hearts.  Let  him  who  purposes  to  com- 
municate keep  himself  free  from  evil.' 

Priest, — O  Lord,  of  Thy  good  pleasure  fill  our  hearts  with 
Thy  peace,  and  purify  us  from  all  pollution,  and  from  all  im- 
purity, and  from  all  revenge,  and  envy,  and  the  remembrance  of 
evil  which  is  clad  with  death.  O  Lord,  make  us  all  meet  to 
salute  one  another  with  a  holy  kiss,  and  that  we  may  receive 
without  condemnation,  and  not  unto  death,  of  Thy  heavenly 
gift,  who  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  etc. 

[To  be  continued]. 


1 


r  Lit.,  let  them  he  to  thee.    The  Coptic  has,  nobis  ut  eaa  cdebremua, 

*  OiKohs  ihx<uvi  olKohs  chXoyiwy  (St.  Mark,  p.  14). 

*  f/lvpidxis  (St.  Mark).     T^i^  9h  \ahy  (rob  rhv  trurrhy  ical  opdSSo^ov  €v\^yif<rop' 
voiria-ov  ahrhy  els  x'^c^as  Kot  fxvpiaZas  (St.  Mark,  p.  14). 

i  The  Coptic  and  Renaudot's  text.  And  hast  filled  the  earth  with  Thy  peace. 

*  'O  Aicucovos.     Atrtrda-turde  iAA^Xovs. 

'  *0  Upevs.     EirxcTcu  rhy  iurircurfxhy  .  .  .  Jhus  iy  KoBapa  KoipiUf  fca2  o^fciS^et 
iunrofft&fitea  AAA^Xovs  iy  tpiKiiiiari  ayitp  (St.  Mark,  p.  14). 
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INSPIRATION.- 
By  Db.  Tholuck. 

The  Greek  word  for  this  idea  Oe&rrvevaTo^i  (2  Tim.  iii.  16),  indi- 
cates a  divine  influence  exercised  upon  the  understanding.  '^  No 
one  was  ever  a  great  man  without  a  certain  divine  afflatus/^  say 9 
Cicero  (^^  Nemo  vir  magnus  sine  aliquo  afflatu  divino,  unquam 
fuit,'^  Pro  Archia,  8.)  "  Breath  of  God ''  is  the  sensible  ex- 
pression for  his  "  power  "  or  "  influence/'  as  in  the  language  of 
Luke,  *^  The  power  of  the  Highest '^  for  the  Holy  Ghost  (Luke 
i.  35  ;  xxiv.  49).  In  this  sense  it  is  that  the  classical  writers 
speak  of  a  "divinely-inspired  wisdom '^  (Phocylides,  verse  121), 
and  of  "  divinely-inspired  dreams  "  {Plut.  de  Flac.  Phil.,  v.  2) ; 
with  which,  compare  2  Peter  i.  21,  "  Holy  men  of  God  spake 
as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost.''  The  neuter  becomes 
a  verbal,  "  God  inspiring,"  as  Oeoirvoo^  {Porphy.  de  Antro., 
p.  116),  used  by  Nonnus  {Paraph,  Ev.  Joh.,  i.  27),  and  applied 
to  Scripture  by  Origen  {Horn.  xxi.  in  Jerem.,  tom.  ii.,  De  la  Rue). 
"The  sacred  volumes  breathe  the  fulness  of  the  Spirit," — Sacra 
volumina  spiritus  plenitudinem  spirant. 

A  psychological  definition  of  the  relation  of  this  divinely- 
eflfected,  and  consequently  passive  knowledge,  to  the  spontaneous 
action  of  man,  is  given  by  Plato,  in  his  doctrine  of  the  divine 
fiavla  or  frenzy  [evBeo^i  gIvoi)  .  This  condition  is  the  germ  of  that 
divinely-implanted  impulse  to  knowledge  {Erkenntnissiriebes), 
which  has  not  yet  arrived  at  perfect  consciousness  {Zeller. 
Griech.  Phil.,  ii.  166,  275 ;  Brandts,  ii.  428).  Out  of  this,  in  as 
far  as  it  seizes  the  idea  in  the  form  of  the  beautiful,  the  artist 
and  the  good  poet  express  themselves :  "  Not  by  art  do  they 
utter  these  fine  poems,  but  as  divinely-inspired  and  possessed" — 
hOeoL  and  KarexpfievoL  {Ion,,  p.  533) :  "  for  not  by  art  do  they  say 
these  things,  but  by  a  divine  power"  {ib.,  p.  534).  From  the 
same  source  proceeds  the  fiavTiKi]  (predictive),  which  then  re- 
quires the  irpo^TT}^  (prophet)  as  an  interpreter  {TimcBV^,  72). 
The  teaching  of  Plato  has  exercised  an  essential  and  real  influence 
on  the  Jewish  and  Christian  doctrine  of  inspiration.     It  was 

«  The  accompanying  article  on  a  subject  of  great  interest  at  the  present 
time,  has  been  translated  from  Herzog's  Eeal-Encyldopddie  fur  Protestantische 
Theologie  und  Kirche^  vol.  vi.,  pp.  692—699.  A  number  of  Greek  and  Latin  . 
quotations  which  Dr.  Tholuck  cites  in  their  original  form  have  been  rendered 
into  English  for  the  convenience  of  the  reader.  The  references  to  these  pas- 
sages are  those  given  by  the  author ;  when  it  has  seemed  necessary,  in  order  to 
exhibit  the  full  force  of  the  originals,  the  actual  words  have  been  retained 
alongside  of  the  translation. 

A  A 
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adopted  by  Philo^  and  divine  and  human  knowledge  were  placed 
by  him  in  a  contrast  which  made  them  exclusive  of  each  other : 
"  When  the  divine  light  kindles  and  shines,  the  human  light  sets, 
and  when  that  sets,  this  arises  and  springs  up/'  fQ^is  rervm 
divin.  hares f  tom.  i.,  511,  Mang.).  Yet  this  divine  influence  is 
not  confined  by  him  exclusively  to  the  sacred  writings ;  he  has 
no  hesitation  in  ascribing  to  himself  at  times  a  ^'  being  divindy 
apprehended*' — OeoXrfTrreladaL  {De  Cherub,,  i.,  148).  By  the 
Greek  Fathers,  Inspiration  is  represented  as  an  altc^ether  passive 
condition.  Thus,  Justin  (Cohort.,  8)  says :  "  For  it  was  impos- 
sible for  men  to  know  such  great  and  divine  things  by  means  of 
human  nature  or  perception,  but  [it  was]  by  means  of  the  gift 
which  came  down  from  above  upon  the  holy  men  at  that  time^ 
who  needed  not  art  for  their  utterances,  but  the  leading  of  a 
pure  life  through  the  energy  of  the  divine  Spirit :  that  the  divine 
heaven-descended  instrument  acting  upon  good  men,  as  upon  the 
strings  of  a  harp  or  l}rre,  might  reveal  to  us  the  knowledge  of 
divine  things/'  So  also  Athenagoras  (in  Legat.)  :  "  I  deem  yoA 
not  to  be  ignorant  of  Moses,  or  of  Isaiah  and  the  other  prophets ; 
they  expressed  what  was  in  them  as  an  echo  of  thoughts  inspired 
ecstatically  by  the  divine  Spirit,  which  used  them  as  a  finte- 
player  does  the  flute  into  which  he  breathes/'  In  conformity 
with  this,  the  notion  of  a  verbal  inspiration  was  soon  received. 
Thus  Irenseus  (iii.,  xvi.,  2) :  *^  Matthew  might  have  said,  '  the 
generation  of  Jesus  was  thus/  But  the  Holy  Spirit,  guarding 
against  corruptors  and  their  craft,  says  by  Matthew,  '  the  gene- 
ration of  Christ  was  thus/  "  And  Clement  (Cohort.,  i.,  71,  Ed. 
Pott),  "  Out  of  which  writings  or  letters,  ypafi/juara  (he  is  refer- 
ring to  the  '  Holy  Scriptures,'  2  Tim.  iii.  14),  and  syllables,  the 
Scriptures  being  composed,  are  by  the  same  apostle  termed 
'  divinely  inspired.'  "  And  Origen  (tom.  ii.,  Horn.  21  in  Jer.), 
'^  According  to  expressions  of  this  sort,  it  becomes  us  to  believe 
that  the  sacred  letters  do  not  contain  a  single  point  void  of  the 
wisdom  of  God  I"  But  still  such  expressions  refer  rather  to  a 
general  religious  impression  than  to  a  fixed  dogma  on  the  subject. 
Whence  we  find  in  the  Ante-Nicene  Fathers  a  rec(^nition  of 
even  heathen  writings,, as  the  Sibylline  (Theoph.,  Ad  AutoL,  ii.  9), 
and  views  which  exclfide  at  least  an  inspiration  pervading  the 
whole  of  Scripture.  Gf  the  origin  of  St.  Mark's  Gtespel,  John 
Presbyter  speaks  in  terms  very  similar  to  Luke  (i.  1 — 3).  *'  He 
was  the  interpreter  of  Peter,  and  wrote  out  carefully  all  that  he 
could  call  to  memory  of  his,  without  restricting  himself  to  any 
order  in  narrating  the  words  and  deeds  of  Christ "  (Euseb.,  Hist. 
Eccles.,  iii.  39).  So  also  Irenaeus  (at  the  end  of  the  second  cen- 
tury) could  not  have  formed  such  a  conception  of  Paul  as  that 
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the  contents  of  his  writings  had  been  imparted  to  him  as  to  a 
passive  instrument.  He  wrote  a  work  ^'  on  the  peculiarities  of . 
the  Pauline  style/^  in  which  he  recognizes  the  unsyntactic  cha- 
racter of  the  Apostle^s  language^  and  derives  it  from  the  '^  velo* 
citas  sermonum  suorum  et  propter  impetum,  qui  ipsi  est,  spiriius  ** 
(Neander^s  iCtrc^^n^e^cA^  i.  2,  p.  1172,  second  edition).  For 
Origen,  consult  Redepenning  (Origenes,  i.  p.  261/).  Although 
Origen  is  convinced  of  the  accuracy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  even 
to  the  larra  and  the  xepala,  he  assumes,  nevertheless,  a  different 
measure  of  the  Spirit  m  Jesus  and  in  his  apostles.  Thus  (Hom. 
in  Luc.  xxix.  tom.  iii.  p.  966,  Ed.  De  la  Rue),  "in  the  same  man- 
ner both  Jesus  and  Paul  were  full  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  the 
vessel  of  Paul  was  much  less  than  the  vessel  of  Jesus,  and  yet 
each  of  them  was  full  according  to  its  measure.^'  He  maintains 
against  the  Jews  that  Jesus  was  more  worthy  of  credit  than  the 
prophets  (c.  Celsus,  i.,  tom.  i.,  p.  360),  and  than  Moses  {ibid,,  p. 
337) ;  he  finds  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans  a  confused  and 
lueavy  style  of  composition  {Ad  Romanos,  x.,  tom.  iv.,  p.  678), 
and  solecisms  in  John  (PhilocaL,  tom.  iv.,  p.  93) :  "  Whoever 
interprets  the  word  to  himself,  and  what  is  recorded,  and  the 
actions  to  which  the  records  belong,  will  not  stumble  at  the 
solecism  of  the  words,  if  on  inquiry  he  shall  find  the  actions,  to 
which  the  words  correspond,  true.''  He  says  on  John  (tom.  iv., 
p.  183),  that  according  to  the  historical  sense,  in  respect  to  the 
last  Passover,  there  is  an  irreconcilable  contradiction  between 
John  and  Matthew.  "  I  believe  it  to  be  impossible  for  those  who 
only  regard  the  external  history  to  shew  how  this  apparent  con- 
tradiction can  be  harmonized.''  The  cause  of  such  an  inconsis- 
tency was  not  only  the  want  of  a  systematic  foundation  of  science, 
but  also  the  influence  of  Jewish  views  on  inspiration.  The  Old 
Testament  only  spoke  of  an  ^'  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost " 
upon  the  holy  men  of  God — an  idea  which  by  no  means  excluded 
a  degree  of  independence  in  those  giving  their  utterances,  and 
yet  was  sufficiently  wide  to  admit  of  various  degrees  of  inspira- 
tion. Even  Philo  {De  vitd  Mosis,  i.  iii.,  tom.  ii.  163,  Ed.  Mang.) 
assumes  different  degrees  of  inspiration.  ^'  I  will  speak  of  what  is 
more  peculiar,  first  observing  this :  for  some  of  the  oracles  are 
uttered  from  the  presence  of  God  by  interpretation  of  the  divine 
prophet;  others  were  delivered  from  question  and  answer; 
others  again  from  divine  information  given  to  Moses  and  re- 
served by  him."  According  to  Clement  (Recogn.,  i.  68,  69)  the 
prophets  could  prove  their  veraciousness  only  through  an  agree- 
ment with  the  Pentateuch.  The  later  Jewish  writers  make  the 
same  distinction  as  Philo :  Kimchi,  Preface  to  the  Psalms ; 
Abarbanel,  Preface  to  the  greater  prophets  (f.  3,  col.  2) ;  More 
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Nevochim  (p.  ii.,  c.  45) ;  Porta  Mosis  Opp.  Pocock  (i.  65). 
"This  book/'  says  Kimchi,  of  the  psalms,  ''is  not  inspircKl 
through  the  r|«ap  nn,  but  through  the  wiprr  rm.  Prophecy  comes 
during  periods  of  sleep  or  of  waking,  while  the  mental  faculties 
listen,  and  the  soul,  withdrawn  from  all  the  things  of  this  world, 
either  sees  images,  or  without  them  perceives  a  voice ;  the  Holy 
Spirit  rules  where  the  man  finds  himself  quite  in  his  accustomed 
condition,  but  the^  Spirit  of  the  Most  High  it  is  which  is  moving 
him,  beaming  through  him,  and  inspiring  him  with  words/' 

The  highest  grade  is  there  assigned  to  Moses,  who  speaks 
n^  n^  with  God.  But  the  "  Mantic''  theory  was  transferred  in 
its  whole  extent  to  prophecy,  by  Montanus,  in  whose  method  we 
find  TertuU.  (c.  Marc.  iv.  22)  thus  writing :  "  Not  knowing  what 
he  said  (Luc.  ix.  35).  How  not  knowing?  is  this  to  be  consi* 
dered  error  or  'ecstacy  of  grace,'  f.c.,  'madness'?  for  man, 
when  placed  in  the  spirit,  especially  when  he  beholds  the  glory 
of  Grod,  or  when  God  speaks  through  him,  of  necessity  takes 
leave  of  his  faculties,  as  being  overshadowed  by  the  divine 
virtue.  And  this  is  what  is  a  matter  of  dispute  between  us 
and  the  psychics." 

The  contradicting  opposite  view  was  now  reigning  in  the 
Church  in  opposition  to  this  heresy  with  reference  to  prophecy 
(Chrys.,  Horn.  29  in  Ep.  ad  Cor  J,  "  For  this  is  the  property  of 
the  /Lu»irrt9,  to  go  into  a  trance,  to  undergo  necessity,  to  be  haled, 
drawn,  dragged  about  like  a  mad  person.  Not  so  the  Trpo^r^, 
who  says  everything  with  watchful  perceptions  and  a  disposition 
of  sobriety,  knowing  what  he  is  uttering." 

Although  the  human  element  could  not  thus  be  divoiiced 
from  Holy  Writ,  yet  in  the  judgment  given  respecting  its  infal- 
libility,  we  find  the  same  vacillation  as  formerly.  On  the  one 
side  Augustine,  Act Hieron,,  Ep,  19,  declares:  ''If  ever  I  find 
anything  in  those  Scriptures  which  seems  to  be  contrary  to 
truth,  I  feel  at  once  convinced  that  either  the  MS.  is  faulty,  or 
that  the  translator  is  mistaken,  or  that  I  have  not  at  all  under-i 
stood  them  "  (p.  694) .  Again,  speaking  of  John :  ''  I  make  bold 
to  say,  that  perhaps  John  himself  spoke  not  as  it  is,  but  as  he 
could,  because  as  man  he  spoke  of  God.  Indeed  he  was  inspired 
by  God,  but,  nevertheless,  only  a  man.  He  said  something  be* 
cause  he  was  inspired ;  had  he  not  been  inspired  he  wou13  have 
said  nothing"  {De  Cons.  Ew.,  ii.  28).  "By  these  varying  but 
not  contradictory  sayings  of  the  Evangelists,  we  learn  that  we 
ought  to  consider  merely  the  intention,  not  the  language  of  each 
of  them,  which  is  subservient  to  the  intention;  and  let  not 
wretched  word-hunters  suppose  that  truth  is  tied  down  to  the 
points,  as  it  were,  of  letters,  since  not  only  in  the  case  of  words, 
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but  in  all  the  other  outward  expressions  of  the  mind^  the  mind 
itself  is  what  we  have  to  investigate/* 

Augustine  also  says  that  the  evangelists  have  severally  given 
their  accounts  iu  a  more  or  less  detailed  manner,  ''  ut  quisque 
(evangelistarum)  meminerat  et  ut  cuique  cordi  erat"  [T>e  Consensu 
Bvangelist.,  2, 12).  As  it  is  the  accurate  grammatico-historic  in- 
terpretation of  Scripture,  which  comes  into  special  conflict  with 
a  verbal  inspiration,  so  we  find,  above  all,  in  Jerome  the  learned 
exegete,  characteristics  of  the  difference  of  style  among  the  Scrip- 
ture writers.  He  says,  in  his  preface  to  Isaiah,  "  You  must 
know  that  he  is  eloquent  in  his  language,  as  being  a  noble  man, 
and  a  man  of  urbane  elegance,  with  no  admixture  of  rusticity.*' 
In  his  preface  to  Jeremiah,  "  In  his  language  he  seems  among 
the  Hebrews  more  rustic  than  Isaiah  and  Hosea.'*  He  says  of 
Paul  {Ad  GaL,  iii.  1),  that  he  makes  use  of  sermones  trivii. 
Chrysostora,  who  had  expressed  his  confidence  in  Scripture,  and 
declared  that  all  the  enantiophonies  (contradictions)  in  the  Gospels 
were  really  only  enantiophanies  (apparent  contradictions)  [Op,, 
torn,  vii.,  p.  5  f.),  has  nevertheless  permitted  himself  to  remark 
of  the  words  of  Paul  (Acts  xxvi.  6),  "He  speaks  humanly, 
and  is  not  always  under  the  influence  of  grace,  but  it  is  per- 
mitted to  him  to  mingle  his  own  also**  {Op.,  tom.  x.,  p.  364). 
''One  ought  not  to  wonder,**  remarks  Euthymius  Zigabenus 
(after  1118)  Ad  Matt.,  xxiv.  28,  "if  the  evangelists  did  not 
report  everything  in  like  fashion,  for  they  had  not  reduced  things 
to  writing  immediately  from  the  mouth  of  Christ,  and  might  also 
have  forgotten  much.'' 

No  dogma  on  the  subject  of  inspiration  was  yet  framed 
among  the  scholastics,  but  Thomas  Aquinas  made  a  distinction 
between  what  belonged  to  fsiitli  principaliter,  and  what  indirecte 
only.  "Anything  has  a  twofold  reference  to  faith.  In  one  way 
it  belongs  to  it  directly  and  principally,  like  the  articles  of  faith ; 
in  another  way  indirectly  and  secondarily,  as  in  cases  where  a 
denial  involves  a  corruption  of  one  of  those  articles**  (Summa 
TheoL,  ii.  2,  qu.  i.,  art.  6;  qu.  ii.,  art.  2).  Of  the  latter  kind  he 
considers  historical  notices,  as  that  Abraham  had  two  sons,  that 
a  dead  man,  by  touching  Elisha*s  bones,  was  restored  to  life  again 
(2  Bangs  xiii.  21).  But  in  the  midst  of  this,  there  appear  views 
of  a  very  free  character.  In  the  ninth  century.  Archbishop  Ago- 
bard,  of  Lyons,  thus  writes.  Adv.  Fredegisum,  cap.  12 :  "  Now,  if 
you  suppose  that  the  Holy  Spirit  not  only  inspired  the  apostles 
with  the  sense  of  their  preaching,  and  their  style  or  arguments, 
but  that  the  very  words  themselves  were  placed  by  Him  from 
without  into  ttieir  mouths,  what  absurdity  must  we  not  suppose  1** 

Abekrd  ascribes  errors  to  the  prophets  {Sic  et  Non,  Ed. 
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Cous.^  ii.),  ''  It  appears  too  that  the  prophets  themselves  were 
sometimes  without  the  gift  of  prophecy^  and  from  the  habit  of 
prophecy,  uttered  some  things  which  were  not  true,  while  under 
the  impression  that  they  had  the  spirit  of  prophecy ;  and  this 
was  allowed  them  for  the  sake  of  humility,  that  they  might  thus 
be  the  better  enabled  to  judge  what  they  were  by  the  Spirit  of 
God's  operation  and  what  by  their  own.  What  wonder  then, 
when  it  is  clear  that  the  very  prophets  and  apostles  were  not 
entirely  free  from  error,  if  there  appear  to  be  some  errors  in  the 
varied  writings  of  holy  fathers/' 

The  Tridentine  Council  has  no  definition  of  inspiration. 
The  views  of  Catholic  theologians^  respecting  the  inspiration  of 
Scripture,  have  lain  between  the  two  boundary  hnes^  so  that  by 
the  one  party,  as  by  Protestants,  the  most  rigid  verbal  inspiration 
has  been  defended  (Casp.  Sanctius,  Salazar,  Huet,  Este);  by 
others  the  inspiration  has  been  limited  to  the  proper  subject 
matter  (Antonius  de  Dominis,  Richard  Simon,  Henry  Holden, 
in  the  Analysis  Fldei,  1685,  etc.),  without  the  determining  au- 
thority of  the  Church  having  interfered. 

In  the  Lutheran  (Symbols),  verbal  inspiration  is  a  supposi- 
tion but  not  a  doctrine  fConf.  Aug,^  p.  42), — "  Did  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  vain  give  this  forewarning?*'  fApoL  Conf.,  p.  81,) — 
*'  Think  they  that  these  words  fell  incautiously  from  the  Holy 
Spirit r'  fArt.  Smal,  p.  333).  "Peter  says:  'The  prophets 
spake  not  of  man's  will,  but  through  the  inspiration  of  the 
Holy  Spirit/ ''  The  reformed  symbols^  more  true  to  their  prin- 
ciples, have  adopted  more  rigid  definitions.  Thus  {Cor^f,  Helv,, 
ii.  1),  "We  believe  the  canonical  Scriptures  to  be  the  very 
Word  of  God.  At  this  day  this  Word  of  God  is  proclaimed 
in  the  Church  by  preachers  legitimately  called.*'  And  again 
{Cat.  Maj\,  p.  502),  "  The  Holy  Spirit  daily  attracts  us  by 
the  preaching  of  the  divine  Word.**  We  meet  also  in  Luther 
with  the  same  contradictory  expressions  as  are  to  be  found 
in  Origen  and  Augustine,  respecting  the  inspiration  of  Scrip- 
ture ;  at  one  time  the  religious  feeling  being  directed  to  it 
as  a  whole,  at  another,  the  understanding  requiring  an  inves- 
tigation of  details.  He  speaks  of  it  on  the  one  hand  as  the 
book  which  contains  no  contradictions  (Walch.,  viii.,  p.  2140), 
in  which,  even  to  a  letter,  there  is  more  and  weightier  concern 
than  in  heaven  and  earth  (viii.,  p.  2161,  etc.).  Yet  he  had  no 
hesitation  in  uttering  the  well-known  ofiensive  expressions  re- 
specting the  Canon  of  Holy  Scripture.  This  opinion,  it  is  true, 
he  modified  at  a  later  period,  but  he  had  at  all  times  no  scruples 
in  attributing  imperfections  or  logical  errors  to  Scripture.  In 
his  preface  to  Linken*s  observations  on  the  five  books  of  Moses 
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(fFalch,,  xiv.,  p.  172),  he  says,  ''The  prophets  have,  without 
doubt,  studied  in  Moses,  and  the  later  prophets  in  the  earlier, 
and  their  good  thoughts,  inspired  by  the  Holy  Ohost,  have  been 
written  into  a  book.  But  if  at  times  hay,  straw,  and  stubble, 
instead  of  pure  silver  and  gold  and  precious  stone,  have  been 
used  by  these  good  and  true  teachers  and  inquirers,  the  founda- 
tion remains — the  rest  is  destroyed  by  fire.^^  He  allows  himself 
the  liberty  of  interpreting  Old  Testament  words  in  a  manner 
contrary  to  their  New  Testament  interpretation.  Thus  Is.  viii. 
17,  18,  is  cited  in  Heb.  ii.  13  as  an  expression  of  Christ's,  but 
Luther  explains  it  in  his  exposition  of  the  prophets  as  an  expres- 
sion of  the  prophet  himself  (Wakh,,  vi.,  p.  121  f).  Respecting 
the  argument  of  Paul  in  his  typological  apprehension  of  the  his- 
tory of  Hagar  and  Sara  (Gal.  iv.  22),  he  does  not  hesitate  to 
declare  that  it  is  ''zum  Stich  zu  schwach;''  nevertheless,  it 
makes  the  matter  of  faith  very  clear.  In  reference  to  the  sec- 
tion Mat.  xxiv.  and  Luc.  xxi.,  where  interpreters  are  at  variance 
as  to  what  refers  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  and  what  to 
the  end  of  the  world,  he  is  of  opinion  that ''  Matthew  and  Mark 
interweave  them  both  together,  and  do  not  keep  the  arrangement, 
but  that  Luke  has  done  this"  (in  Walch,,  xi.,  p.  2496)  Accord- 
ing to  Genesis  (xii.  1 — 4)  God  appears  to  Abraham  first  in  Haran, 
according  to  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  (vii.  2),  He  had  already 
appeared  to  him  before  in  Mesopotamia.  Luther  thinks  ''  that 
Moses  relates  this  history  accurately  and  properly,  and  not 
Stephen,  who  had  received  it  from  Moses  alone.  Now,  it  often 
hs4[>pens  that  when  a  fact  is  being  related  incidentally^  people  are 
not  always  so  very  particular  and  exact  about  all  the  circum- 
stances^ as  must  be  the  case  with  those  who  feel  that  they  must 
faithfully  represent  the  history  of  past  events  for  the  benefit  of 
posterity.  Thus  Moses  is  an  historian,  but  Stephen  relies  upon 
the  fact  that  Moses  is  so.''  Again  in  Gen.  xv.  13,  the  duration  of 
the  Egyptian  bondage  is  set  down  as  400  years,  in  £xod.  xii.  40, 
at  430,  in  opposition  to  which,  Paul  (Gal.  iii.  17)  following  the 
LXX.  and  the  Samaritan,  reckons  the  time  from  the  promise 
given  to  Abraham  to  the  conclusion  of  the  bondage  at  430  years. 
Luther  now  first  tries,  under  the  guidance  of  Lyra,  to  assimilate 
by  a  forced  process  this  reckoning  of  Paul  with  the  text,  but  [Ad 
Gen.,  XV.  13)  he  makes  the  concession  that  here  also  the  his- 
torian "  does  not  reckon  the  time  very  exactly  and  properly.'* 
(p.  1448). 

The  same  Calvin,  who,  referring  to  the  contents  of  Scripture 
in  general,  says :  "  Since  daily  miracles  are  not  given  from 
heaven  .  .  .  the  Scriptures  are  to  be  reckoned  as  heaven-sent, 
and  as  if  the  very  words  of  God  were  heard  in  them,"  makes  use 
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of  the  freest  remarks  in  details  respecting  historical  incorrect- 
ness. In  the  account  of  the  example  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  most  capricious  tyranny  should  be  regarded,  Luke  in  vi.  29 
differs  from  the  account  which  Matthew  v.  40  gives.  Calvin 
here  contents  himself  with  the  observation  :  "  The  different  lan- 
guage of  Matthew  and  Luke  do  not  alter  the  sense.*'  ^  In  the 
Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  xi.  21,  the  passage  Gen.  xlvii.  31,  is 
given  according  to  the  version  of  the  LXX.,  which  follows  another 
reading  of  the  Hebrew  text.  Calvin  remarks  briefly:  "We 
know  that  the  apostles  were  not  very  scrupulous  in  this  :  as  re- 
gards the  subject  matter  it  makes  little  difference.'^  1  Cor.  x.  8, 
where  Paid  states  the  number  as  23,000  instead  of  24,000,  he 
says,  "  It  is  no  new  thing  to  give  a  round  number  when  it  is 
not  intended  to  give  a  precise  enumeration  of  persons/'  On 
Matt,  xxvii.  9,  he  says  it  is  clear  that  here  Zacharias  should  be 
read  instead  of  Jeremiah,  but  "how  the  name  of  Jeremiah  crept  in 
I  do  not  know,  nor  do  I  much  care  to  know."  With  still  greater 
freedom,  Bullinger  ascribes  to  the  sacred  writers  even  lapses  of 
memory.  On  1  Cor.  x.  8,  he  writes  these  words :  "  In  numeris 
facile  irrepunt  librariorum  mendse,  sed  et  scriptores  nonnunquam 
memoria  falsi  hallucinantur/^  That  the  order  in  the  narration  of 
events  of  the  evangelists  is  not  to  be  tenaciously  adhered  to  is 
owned  by  Bugenhagen,  in  his  sketch  of  a  harmony  of  the  His- 
tory of  the  Passion,  where  he  exposes  the  errors  of  the  Alexan- 
drine version,  which  have  at  times  crept  into  the  text  of  the  New 
Testament.  Brenz  also  remarks  {Ad  Rom,,  xi.,  25)  that  the 
quotation  does  not  render  the  sense  of  the  Old  Testament  text — 
•'  sed  sententia  est  eadem."  More  exact  definitions  of  inspiration 
are  also  wanting  in  the  oldest  dogmatic  writers :  Melancthon's 
and  Chemnitz's  Loci,  also  Gerhard's  Loci,  which  were  first  in 
1625  followed  by  an  "Exegesis  uberior  loci  de  Scriptur&.''  Indeed 
there  is  not  to  be  found  even  here  any  treatment  of  the  "  locus 
de  inspiratione,^'  but  chap.  xiv.  ff.  defends  not  only  the  infalli- 
bility of  the  written  text,  but  also  the  antiquity  of  the  vowels 
and  accents. 

At  length,  in  opposition  to  Syncretism  and  budding  Pietism 
and  Indiffejentism,  the  rearing  up  of  this  dogma  is  completed  in 
the  Lutheran  church,  and  maintains  the  same  form  as  is  seen  in 
Calov,  Quenstedt,  and  Hollaz.  The  same  thing  happened  also  in 
the  Reformed  Church,  while  the  Swiss  and  French  theologies,  and 
also  that  of  the  Netherlands,  in  the  period  before  the  Synod  of 
Dort,  take  the  freer  standpoint  both  in  other  matters  and  also 
in  respect  of  this  dogma.  Verbal  inspiration  was  defended  in  its 
strictest  form  by  the  representative  of  the  old  scholastic  teaching, 
Voetius  (who  died  in  1676),  Disp.  Selectee,  tom.  i.,  in  the  treatise 
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Qnousque  se  extendat  auctoritas  Script.  S.:  ''Not  a  word^' — we 
here  read— ''is  contained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  which  was  not 
delivered  in  its  exactest  sense;  even  the  punctuation  not  ex- 
cepted, and  even  that  which  the  writers  already  knew  before 
has  been  imparted  to  them  again^  not  indeed  quostd  impressiones 
specierum  intelligibilium,  sed  quoad  conceptum  formalem  et 
actualem  recordationem/^  not  according  to  the  impressions  of 
intelligible  species,  but  according  to  formal  conception  and  actual 
recollection.  In  direct  opposition  to  Luke  i.  1 — 3  (in  20,  p.  47) 
the  question,  "  An  ordinaria  studia,  inquisitiones  et  prsemedi- 
tationes  fuerint  necessaria  ad  scribendum?^^  is  answered  by 
"  Nego.  Spiritus  enim  immediate,  extraordinarie  et  infallibiliter 
movebat  ad  scribendum,  et  scribenda  inspirabat  et  dictabat :'' — 
Whether  ordinary  studies,  researches  and  premeditations  were 
necessary  in  writing,  [it  is  replied]  No  1  for  the  Spirit  moved 
them  immediately,  extraordinarily,  and  infallibly  to  write,  and 
inspired  and  dictated  what  was  written. 

The  controversy  between  Capellus  and  Buxtorf,  about  the 
antiquity  of  the  Hebrew  vowels,  in  connexion  with  other  fallings 
off  in  doctrine  of  the  high  school  of  Saumur,  called  out  the 
opposition  of  the  Swiss  church,  and  it  succeeded  in  the  Formula 
Consensus  in  bringing  out  a  new  symbolical  book  (1676),  which 
sanctioned  inspiration  even  quoad  verba  et  vocalia  textus  Hebraici 
(Vide  Art.  Helvetic  Consensus  formula).  The  more  complete 
dogmatic  proofs  are  given  by  the  principal  author  himself,  the 
learned  Heidegger,  of  Zurich,  in  his  Exercitaiiones  Biblicte, 
Capelli,  Simonis,  Spinosse  et  aliorum  sive  aberrationibus  sive 
fraudibus  oppositae,  1700.  From  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century  there  prevailed  in  both  churches,  as  the  reigning  dogma, 
a  passive  inspiration  of  Holy  Scripture,  according  to  which  the 
author  was  regarded  as  "Calami  Spiritus  S.  dictantis,^^  which  God 
made  use  of  just  as  the  flute-player  uses  his  instrument.  (Quen- 
stedt,  Theologia  Didact,  Polem.,  p.  i.,  p.  65 ;  Heidegger,  Coijms 
TheoLj  ii.,  p.  34).  Not  only  the  sense,  but  also  the  words ;  not 
only  these,  but  also  the  letters  and  the  vowels  written  under  the 
Hebrew  consonants — and  according  to  some  even  the  punctua- 
tion— proceeded  from  the  Spirit  of  God.  (Calvin,  i.,  p.  484; 
Maresius,  Syntagma  TheoL,  p.  8).  There  may  be  recognized  in- 
deed in  the  sacred  writers,  in  the  forms  of  representation  and  of 
language,  individual  differences  which  are  to  be  regarded  mean- 
while only  as  an  operation  of  accommodation  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
(Quenstedt,  i.,  p.  76  flf).  The  question  might  further  be  put, 
whether  the  Holy  Ghost  condescended  even  to  errors  of  lan- 
guage, barbarisms  and  solecisms.  This  was  afiSrmed  by  Masius 
and  some  others ;  the  greater  number,  however,  held  the  very 
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assomption  to  be  blasphemy^  and  Qiienstedt  and  others  remoted 
the  difficulty  by  asserting  that  what  the  Greeks  considered  a 
barbarism,  was  not  sach  in  the  eyes  of  the  Chnrch  (i.^  p.  84)  j 
others  maintained  the  thorough  purity  and  classical  diction  ci 
the  New  Testament  language  (Seb.  Pfochen,  Hollaz,  CFeorgi, 
etc.).  Yet^  at  this  period^  at  the  very  time  in  which  this  dogma 
was  guarded  by  the  most  rigid  formulae^  the  traditional  faith  had 
on  1^  sides  b^an  to  waver.  Milder  views  of  inspiraticm  had 
already  been  vindicated  by  Calixtus  in  the  Lutheran  church. 
He  assumes  the  wide-spread  distinction  in  Catholic  theology  be- 
tween a  revelatio  and  an  assistentia  or  dire^io  divina.  What- 
ever impressed  the  senses,  or  was  otherwise  known,  was  not 
peculiarly  revealed  by  OroA  to  the  writer ;  but  he  directed  men 
by  his  '^  direction/'  that  they  should  not  write  anything  ali^Di 
from  truth  fResp.  ad  TheoL  Mogunt  de  infall.  Pont.  Rom.  72, 74)., 
Nay,  he  limits  revelation  to  those  truths,  which  Thomas  Aquinas 
had  designated  as  the  proper  and  direct  objects  of  belief.  We 
find  these  words  in  the  seventy-seventh  thesis : — "  And  it  is 
not  said  in  divine  Scripture,  that  every  particular  matter  con- 
tained in  it  ought  to  be  attributed  to  a  peculiar  divine  revelation, 
but  that  it  chiefly,  or  what  belongs  to  the  intention  of  Scripture, 
namely,  all  that  concerns  the  redemption  and  salvation  of  the 
human  race,  owes  its  origin  to  divine  revelation.  But  in  stating 
other  matters,  known  either  by  experience  or  by  the  light  of 
nature,  the  writers  were  regulated  in  such  a  manner  by  the 
divine  *'  direction ''  and  spirit,  that  they  wrote  nothing  but  what 
was  true,  becoming,  and  befitting  the  subject  matter.  Among 
the  Arminians,  Orotius,  in  his  Votum  de  pace,  and  Clericus,  in 
his  Sentiments  de  quelquea  thiologiens  de  Hollande  sur  I'histoire 
critique  du  V.T.,  composS  par  Rich.  Simon,  16S5,  even  limited 
inspiration  to  an  assistentia  divina.  The  same  view  was  repre- 
sented in  the  Anglican  Church,  and  among  dissenters  in  England. 
— Lowth,  Vindication  of  the  Inspiration  of  the  Old  and  New  Test., 
1692;  Lamothe,  Inspiration  of  the  New  Test.,  1694;  Williams, 
Boyle's  Lectures,  1695 ;  Clarke,  Divine  Authority  of  the  Holy 
Scrip.,  Baxter,  Methodus,  1681  ;  Doddridge,  Dissert,  on  the 
Inspiration  of  the  New  Test.  The  first  more  considerable  theo- 
logian who  defends  this  view  in  the  Lutheran  Church,  since  the 
beginning  of  the  eighteenth  century,  is  Matth.  Pfaff,  in  Tubingen, 
in  the  Institutiones  Dogmatiae  et  Morales,  1719.  He  does  not 
allow  of  an  equally  pervading  inspiration  of  the  collective  con- 
tents^ but  in  truths  to  be  held  as  matters  of  faith  a  suggestio, 
though  not  confined  to  the  fact  of  writing ;  in  historical  transac- 
tions, a  directio ;  and  in  some  indifferent  and  external  matters, 
or,  as  where  Paul  expresses  himself  uncertainly,  he  thinks  the 
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writers  were  left  to  themselves.  ''In  general/'  Baumgarten 
adds  {Glaubenslehre,  iii.  35),  ''Ood  has,  in  the  choice  and 
ordering  of  matters,  retained  so  much  of  every  one's  real  present 
idea  and  collective  kind  of  thought  as  best  consists  with  his  aim 
and  design.'* 

The  greater  the  influence  exercised  by  this  dogma  in  exe- 
gesis, and  through  exegesis  on  the  collective  doctrine  of  faith^ 
the  more  surprise  does  it  create  that  the  attention  of  the  latest 
theology,  and  especially  of  that  of  the  ancient  church,  was  not 
more  directed  to  it.  First  of  all,  it  had  been  worth  while  to 
have  looked  over  the  Scripture  authority  of  the  old  church  doc- 
trine of  inspiration,  and  to  have  examined  it  more  accurately. 
Deducting  isolated  expressions,  which  ought  never  to  have  been 
brought  forward,  or  such  expressions  as  attest  only  a  prc^hetic 
inspiration,  it  lies  chiefly  in  the  passages  2  Tim.  iii.  16 ;  John 
XX.  35 ;  1  Cor.  ii.  13.  Theologians  who,  without  sufficient  know- 
ledge of  the  Bible  or  regard  to  its  phraseology,  depend  upon 
those  passages,  defend,  on  the  same  ground,  not  only  the  general 
correctness  of  all  the  doctrine,  but  also  the  circumstantial  ac- 
counts of  Holy  Scripture,  and  pass  over  in  silence,  or  remove 
without  scruple,  any  considerations  to  the  contrary.  In  its 
entire  and  ftdl  consequence,  the  older  theory  is  only  found  in 
one  theologian,  the  Professor  of  the  Ecole  Evangelique  de 
Geneve,  Oaussen,  La  Thiopnetistie,  second  ed.,  1842, — ^a  work 
which,  however,  is  rather  the  product  of  brilliant  and  inspired 
religious  rhetoric  than  of  a  more  advanced  theological  study. 
It  gave  the  first  occasion  to  the  withdrawal  of  Prof.  Scherer,  who 
had  been  led  to  entertain  more  liberal  views  through  the  influence 
of  the  German  theology.  In  Germany,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
power  of  circumstances,  placed  through  later  criticism  and  exe- 
gesis in  the  light  of  day,  has  had  such  fruitful  results,  that  a 
defender  of  the  old  theory  equally  resolute  has  not  appeared. 
To  judge  by  some  expressions  in  Stier's  exegetical  writings,  he 
might  be  reckoned  as  such ;  but  other  expressions  occur  which 
surrender  the  claim  to  fiill  infallibility  (cf.  my  Comm.  on  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  fourth  ed.,  p.  34  with  p.  4.)  Budelbach 
{LtUh.  Zeitschrift,  1840),  has,  up  to  the  present  time,  confined 
himself  only  to  a  dogmatico-historical  enquiry,  and  that  not 
throughout  a  faithful  and  impartial  one.  Hengstenberg,  De- 
litzsch,  and  Hofmann,  following  their  exegetical  praxis,  arrive 
at  a  freer  idea  of  inspiration.  The  limitation  of  the  notion  of 
inspiration  to  Scripture,  is  declared  by  Hofmann  to  be  arbitrary, 
and  it  extended  even  to  heathen  writings  and  poets  {Schrift' 
beweis,  i.,  26,  27).  This  latter  theologian  thus  explains  2  Tim. 
iii.,  16,  "  that  the  Scripture,  in  the  entirety  of  all  its  parts,  has 
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Qod  himself  throughout  and  everywhere  for  its  author,  and  that 
it  is  throughout  serviceable  for  everything  which  men  may 
require  for  their  spiritual  direction,  and  that  it  is  distinguished 
from  all  other  that  Timothy  might  have  been  disposed  to  regard 
as  a  source  in  sacred  things.'^  But  how  little  the  author  thought 
there  of  verbal  inspirations,  he  shews,  e.^.,  in  his  remarks  on 
Johniii.  27,  f.  (ii.  1,  p.  13  :)  "  And  I  may  say  that  an  expression 
of  the  Baptist,  which  refers  in  so  striking  a  manner  to  that  which 
Jesus  said  to  Nicodemus,  could  not  possibly  have  been  commu- 
nicated in  its  original  form.  This  is  surely  not  the  case  with 
this,  or  with,  perhaps,  any  of  the  longer  discourses  of  this  gospel, 
but  they  are  all  repeated  by  the  evangelist  according  to  the  indi- 
viduality of  his  own  expressions,  and  subjected  to  the  connexion 
of  his  own  thoughts/^  Among  the  latest  dogmatists.  Beck  has 
expressed  himself  in  a  particularly  outspoken  manner  on  the 
subject  of  inspiration  {System  der  Christlichen  LehrCy  p.  240) . 
He,  as  well  as  Lange  {Philosophische  Dogmatik,  p.  552),  opposes 
the  mechanical  separation  of  contents  and  form,  of  inspired  and 
non-inspired  elements.  Representation  and  contents  are,  in  the 
product  of  the  revelation  by  the  Spirit,  inseparably  blended. 
Yet  it  is  only  a  mechanical  separation  that  is  thereby  obviated, 
for  he  says  (p.  242)  :  "  Only  to  the  divine  mysteries  of  the  king- 
dom does  spiritual  truth  extend,  but  not  to  external  and  human 
matters,  excepting  in  so  far  as  they  stand  in  essential  connexion 
with  these :  it  elevates  the  human  ^  organs '  to  a  knowledge 
which  is  contrary  to  all  human  wisdom  into  the  full  light  of 
truth,  but  does  not  instruct  in  matters,  nor  concern  itself  about 
errors  which  are  quite  indiflferent  to  this  spiritual  truth,  and 
which  belong  to  the  province  of  general  learning,  such  as  chro- 
nological, topographical,  and  other  purely  worldly  historical 
circumstances.'*  This  result,  however,  ran  too  counter  to  the 
older  dogmatism,  for  the  newest  Lutheran  dogmatist,  Philippi, 
Kirchliche  Glaubenslehre,  to  be  able  to  abide  by  it  (part  i., 
1854).  Here,  also,  we  hear,  of  course,  of  organic  combination 
of  the  divine  and  human  spirit  in  inspiration,  and  what  is  taught 
thereupon  seems  very  intelligible  and  admissible,  excepting  that 
it  does  not,  in  some  particulars,  approve  itself  to  exegetical  and 
critical  science.  The  author  has  contented  himself  with  taking 
into  consideration  the  various  readings,  and  the  Hebrew  vowel 
marks  and  accents.  The  existing  variety  of  readings  has,  how- 
ever, now  induced  a  more  moderate  postulate ;  while,  according 
to  a  newly  introduced  terminology,  the  inspiration  of  the  Word 
{Wort-inspiration)  is  affirmed;  verbal  inspiration  {Worter-inspi- 
ration)  is  contemptuously  rejected  (p.  184).  But,  after  all,  does 
this  distinction  imply  anything  more  than  what  Beck  has  ex- 
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pressed,  namely,  that,  "  together  with  the  thoughts,  the  repre- 
sentation (darstellunff),  i.e.,  the  genus  dicendi,  was  also  given  ?" 
Now,  if  the  thought  have  an  equal  relation  to  the  words  appear- 
ing in  the  various  readings,  does  not  the  question  arise  whether 
the  readings  are  all  equally  related  to  the  thoughts  ?  Finally, 
supposing  the  religious  craving  for  certainty  of  Scripture  authority 
to  be  the  canon,  in  accordance  with  which  it  shall  be  determined 
as  to  how  far  Scripture  is  inspired — will  justice  be  done  to  this 
canon  if,  together  with  the  inspiration  of  the  words,  thought  be 
not  also  set  before  us  with  precision  ? 

This  question  was  treated  in  a  more  popular  manner,  by  Dr. 
Tholuck,  in  an  essay  entitled,  "  Die  Inspirations-Lehre/^  in  the 
Deutsche  Zeiischrift  for  1850. 


Otiza,  fifteen  miles  from  Ascalon,  was  the  last  town  of  importance  on  the 
coast  of  Canaan,  next  to  Egypt.  Like  Ascalon,  it  was  captured  by  the  tribe  of 
Jadah  and  retaken  by  the  Philistines.  It  was  here,  according  to  the  book  of 
Jndges,  that  Samson  pulled  down  the  temple  of  Dagon,  and  perished  along  with 
the  Philistines  who  were  assembled  in  it.  Alexander  the  Great,  on  proceeding 
from  Tyre  to  Egypt,  took  Gaza  after  a  siege  of  five  months,  and  then  garrisoned 
it.  Sabsequently  it  was  restored  on  capitulation  to  Jonathan  the  Maccabee, 
who  burned  the  suburbs.  Alexanda  Janseus,  king  of  the  Jews,  destroyed  the 
town,  after  having  besieged  it  for  a  year.  It  was  restored  and  fortified  by 
Gabinius,  the  Roman  general ;  St.  Jerome  speaks  of  it  as  a  town  of  considerable 
importance.  The  Mussulmans  seized  it  in  634.  Bestored  by  the  Christians 
ander  Baldwin  III.,  it  was  given  to  the  templars.  Saladin  retook  it  in  1187. 
About  modem  Gaza,  Yolney  has  given  us  the  best  account ;  and  we  cannot  do 
better  than  quote  his  own  words : — 

*''  Gkiza  consists  of  three  villages,  of  which  the  one  under  the  name  of  the 
Castle,  is  situated  between  the  two  others  upon  a  hill  of  moderate  elevation. 
This  castle,  which  was  probably  strong  for  the  time  it  was  built,  is  now  nothing 
bat  a  mass  of  ruins.  The  seraglio  of  the  Turkish  ofiicial,  which  forms  part  of 
it,  is  as  much  ruined  as  that  of  Bamla ;  but  it  has  the  advantage  of  having  an 
extensive  prospect.  From  its  walls  the  view  embraces  the  sea,  which  is  separated 
from  it  by  a  nat  shore  of  sand  about  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  the  plain,  the  date 
trees,  and  the  smooth  and  naked  appearance  of  which  reminded  one  of  the  land- 
scapes of  Egypt ;  in  a  word,  here  the  soil  and  climate  entirely  lose  their  Arab 
character.  The  heat,  the  drought,  the  breeze,  and  the  dews,  are  the  same  as 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Nile ;  and  the  inhabitants  have  more  the  complexion,  the 
stature,  the  manners,  and  the  accent  of  Egyptians  than  of  Syrians." — Mv/nk. 
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coirrBiBunovs  to  modebit  ecclesiastical  histost. 

No.  I. 

Extraeti  from  the  Chronicles  of  the  Helvetian  (formerly  Bohemian  brethren^sj 
Church  of  Lyed  nod Labem  {Lisea  above  the  Elbe),  From  the  Bohemian  (MS.) 
of  the  Jxev,  Josef  Frochdzka^  the  present  clergyman^  translator  of  ArMishop 
Whatety^s  **  Easy  Lessons  on  Christum  Emdenoes'*  into  Bohemian. 

The  Churcb  militant  is  subject  to  constant  changes^  like  the 
moon,  which  sometimes  wanes,  sometimes  shines  with  full  bril- 
liancy, and  sometimes  suffers  a  sad  eclipse.  Such  has  been  die 
case  with  the  Bohemian  church,  which  has  been  always  a  mili- 
tant church ;  sometimes  it  has  had  to  endure  most  violent  oppo- 
sition, at  others  again  has  raised  its  head  on  high  (at  the  b^in- 
ning  of  the  seventeenth  century  it  was  in  "a  flourishing  condi- 
tion), tUl  at  length,  when  the  persecution  under  Ferdinand  arose, 
it  suffered  a  sad  eclipse.  For  Ferdinand  II.,  the  mortal  enemy 
of  all  evangelical  Christians,  being  made  king  of  Bohemia  in 
the  year  1617,  craftily  devised  all  manner  of  oppressive  measures 
against  the  Bohemians,  until  in  1624  he  issued  an  edict,  in 
accordance  with  which  all  evangelical  clergy  were  expelled  from 
the  kingdom,  and  they  were  afterwards  followed  by  a  multitude 
of  the  nobles  and  common  people.  Thus  the  Bohemian  church, 
a  small  portion  of  the  church  militant  of  Ood,  after  having 
hearkened  to  the  will  of  God  in  its  time,  i.  e.,  for  the  space  of 
two  hundred  years,  fell  asleep. 

Yet  God  almighty  and  merciful,  who,  when  the  time  erf  shewing 
mercy  has  come,  can  assemble,  unite,  bind  together,  fiU  up  with 
flesh,  clothe  with  skin,  fill  with  new  spirit,  and  vivify  the  bones 
of  the  Israelites  already  dry  and  scattered  about  in  the  fields, 
has  raised  up  again  by  his  might  his  faithful  witnesses,  the 
Bohemians,  dain  by  the  enemies  of  his  truth,  and  lying  in  the 
streets  of  the  city.  As  his  instrument  therein,  he  made  nse  of 
the  kind-hearted  EmpercM?,  then  reigning,  Joseph  II.,  whose 
soul  he  awoke ;  and  in  the  year  1781  induced  him  to  issue  on  the 
13th  of  October  a  patent,  in  which  he  caused  proclamation  to  be 
made  throughout  his  whole  empire,  that,  whereas  dominion  over 
the  conscience  belongs  to  God  alone,  he  did  not  desire  to  be 
lord  over  the  conscience,  but  unfettered  every  man^s  conscience, 
and  graciously  permitted  each  to  serve  the  true  God  according 
to  his  conscience.  Gladdened  then  was  the  heart  of  the  rem- 
nant of  the  faithful  Bohemians,  who  were  captive  in  the  spi- 
ritual Babylon ;  and  God  had  kept  in  Bohemia  more  than  seven 
thousand  whose  knees  had  not  bent  to  Baal.     That  spiritual 
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captivity^  beginning  with  the  year  1624,  had  lasted  one  hundred 
and  fifty-seven  years. 

The  patent  above-mentioned  was  proclaimed  in  Bohemia,  in 
general,  on  the  30th  of  October,  1781,  and  in  the  town  of  Lys&^ 
at  the  supreme  or  hereditary  chancery,  on  the  festival  of  Christ- 
mas. The  joy  that  this  caused  in  the  hearts  of  faithful  Bo- 
hemians was  most  deeply  felt  by  those  whom  it  especially  con- 
cerned ;  but  other  God-fearing  people  also  rejoiced  with  them, 
marvelling  at  the  wonderful  works  of  God.  But  as  people,  who 
have  long  been  in  a  dark  dungeon,  see  but  little  owing  to  the 
weakness  of  their  eyes,  which  are  dazzled  by  the  powerful 
beams  of  the  sun,  and  do  not  know  what  to  do ;  even  such  was 
the  case  with  the  faithful  Bohemians.  For  on  being  released 
from  their  spiritual  prison  they  knew  not  to  whom  to  intrust 
their  hungry  and  thirsty  souls,  nor  whence  to  invite  spiritual 
pastors  for  themselves.  They  did  not,  however,  think  the  less  of 
God's  gracious  mercy,  and  band  after  band  went  to  registration 
(whence  up  to  the  present  day  they  are  called  "  the  registrants  '^ 
by  the  common  people),  each  announcing  himself  at  the  office 
of  the  local  authorities  of  his  district.  It  is  proper  to  mention 
here,  that  the  citizens  of  Lysd  went  to  announce  themselves  at  the 
office  of  their  magistrate,  but  he,  whether  from  fear  or  from  iU- 
vrill,  refused  to  take  their  names ;  and  they,  therefore,  betook 
themselves  to  the  supreme  chancery,  where  they  were  imme- 
diately received,  and  where  they  afterwards,  as  well  villagers  as 
townspeople,  always  announced  themselves  for  registration. 

However,  this  free  and  unrestricted  announcement  of  names 
did  not  last  long ;  for  in  accordance  with  a  supreme  ordinance 
of  the  3l8t  of  January,  1782,  a  commission  was  appointed, 
before  which  every  one  had  to  present  himself  personidly,  and 
be  questioned  as  to  his  confession.  That  supreme  ordinance  ran 
in  the  following  words : — "  Whereas  many  persons  have  errone- 
ously announced  themselves  as  non-Catholics,^  that  first  an- 
nouncement has  therefore  no  validity,  but  if  there  be  any  more 
of  them,  they  must  appear  and  give  in  their  names  anew  at  the 
chancery,  and  in  the  presence  of  a  clergyman  whom  the  (Catholic) 
bishop  shall  appoint,  and  each  be  without  compulsion  questioned 
as  to  the  confession  he  has  made,  which  will  be  briefly  drawn  up 
into  a  protocol,  read  over  to  him,  and  subscribed  by  his  own 
hand.^'  In  accordance  with  this  ordinance  a  second  commission 
was  appointed  at  Lysd,  the  clergyman  present  at  the  first  having 
been  the  vicar  or  principal  priest,  who  had  behaved  harshly  and 

«  Evangelical  Protestants  were  only  termed  *'a-Catholics,"  or  "non-Catholics," 
by  the  patent  of  toleration,  and  might  not  be  oflScially  termed  Evangelicals  tiU 
1849. 
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unkindly  to  the  people,  asking  tliem  to  which  of  the  three 
pitiful  religions  they  intended  to  belong,  the  confession  of 
Augsburg,  the  Helvetian  confession,  or  the  non-united  Greek 
church.  And  here  then  was  a  good  deal  of  variation ;  for,  from 
ignorance,  some  announced  themselves  as  belonging  to  the  con- 
fession of  Augsburg,  some  to  the  Swiss,  some  to  the  Helvetian 
confession,  and  others  to  the  non-united  Greek  church.  Seeing, 
therefore,  such  variation  of  statement  among  the  people,  another 
commission  was  appointed,  at  which  a  different  clergyman  was 
present,  who  was  a  sensible,  kind  man,  and  treated i;he  people  in 
a  friendly  manner.  Summoning  all  those  who  had  given  in 
their  names,  he  explained  the  difference  between  these  three 
confessions,  especially  distinguishing  them  in  the  article  of  the 
Holy  Supper  of  the  Lord.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  were  the 
eyes  of  the  people  opened ;  they  were  dismissed,  and  again 
summoned  one  by  one.  Thus  the  brethren  in  the  district  of 
Lysd  unanimously  attached  themselves  to  the  reformed  or  re- 
newed Christian  religion  of  the  Helvetian  confession.  This 
happened  before  Christmas  in  the  year  1782. 

When  the  limited  time  allowed  for  registration  had  elapsed 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1782,  those  who  gave  in  their  names 
afterwards  were  not  merely  registered  like  the  former  ones,  but 
were  instructed  for  six  weeks  either  in  convents  or  at  the  house 
of  their  parish  priest.  If  it  happened  that  a  whole  congregation 
or  many  persons  gave  in  their  names  together,  three  Romish 
clergymen  were  sent  to  instruct  them.  If  those  who  had  given 
in  their  names  stood  out  the  whole  six  weeks,  then,  and  not  till 
then,  was  a  certificate  drawn  up  for  them,  and  they  were  regis- 
tered among  the  non-Catholics.  In  this  patent  earnest  instruc- 
tions were  give  to  the  clergy,  to  make  use  of  all  gentleness  and 
moderation,  and  carefully  to  abstain  from  all  harsh  roughness, 
threatening,  and  insult.  This  last  patent  was  issued  at  Prague 
on  April  30,  1783. 

How  the  church  at  Lysd  appointed  its  first  spiritual  pastor j  and 
what  happened  in  his  time. 

The  supreme  ordinance  did  not  allow  the  Bohemian  churches 
to  obtain  and  appoint  spiritual  pastors  from  foreign  lands,  but 
only  from  Austrian  Silesia,  or  from  Hungary.  But  as  the 
Bohemian  churches  could  only  invite  spiritual  pastors  acquainted 
with  the  Slavonic  language  from  Hungary,  they,  therefore, 
without  exception  betook  themselves  thither.  The  Bohemian 
provincial  government,  therefore,  requested  of  the  vice-regal 
council  of  the  kingdom  of  Hungary,  that  the  Bohemians  who 
had  registered  themselves  might  be  provided  with  clergymen 
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from  Hungary.  Count  Philip  Kinsky,  a  Bohemian  nobleman, 
wrote  an  urgent  letter  to  Samuel  Szalay,  at  that  time  superin- 
tendent of  the  district  of  Zatishok  in  Hungary,  requesting 
him  to  send  a  spiritual  pastor  for  his  seignioralty.  This  letter, 
which  was  couched  in  the  most  friendly  terms,  was  highly  valued 
at  the  synod  at  Saraspotok,  and  it  was  settled  that  clergymen 
should  be  sent  into  Bohemia.  This,  however,  caused  great 
anxiety  to  the  reformed  authorities  there,  as  there  was  scarcely 
anybody  to  be  found  who  had  even  a  slight  knowledge  of  the 
Bohemian  tongue,  the  reformed  in  Hungary  almost  all  speaking 
the  Madjar  language.  Meanwhile  the  synod  recommended  to 
Count  Kinsky  a  person  selected  from  the  few  Slavonic  churches, 
Francis  Kowdczh,  who  arrived  at  Reichenbui^  in  the  September 
of  1782,  and  delivered  his  first  sermon  at  the  seat  of  his  Excel- 
lency the  Count.  This  man  was  the  first  reformed  clergyman  in 
Bohemia,  and  he  was  afterwards  appointed  by  His  Imperial  and 
Royal  Majesty,  on  the  1st  of  April,  1784,  Superintendent  of 
the  Bohemian  churches.  Through  him  the  remainder  of  the 
required  clergy  were  afterwards  procured  for  the  Bohemian 
churches. 

It  came  to  pass,  therefore,  that  the  church  of  Lysd  also  was 
desirous  of  placing  a  spiritual  pastor  at  its  head,  and  after  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  the  congregation  applied  to  the  agent  of 
the  Hungarian  churches  at  Vienna,  who  wrote  immediately  to 
Miskolczez  on  that  behalf.  Eventually  the  first  spiritual  pastor 
of  the  church  of  Lysd,  Joseph  Szalay,  arrived  at  Easter  in  the 
year  1783.  He  delivered  his  first  sermon  on  the  first  of  June, 
and  was  soon  instituted  and  confirmed  by  the  supreme  chancery. 

In  the  time  of  this  first  pastor  little  happened  that  is  worth 
recording.  A  dwelling  was  prepared  for  him  on  the  ground  of 
a  townsman  and  brother,  T.  Wodnansky,  and  divine  service  was 
held  in  a  barn  on  the  property  of  the  same  person,  until  the 
erection  of  a  house  of  prayer.*  As  to  the  question  of  a  cemetery, 
it  is  proper  to  remark  here,  that  the  Romanists  kept  quiet  so  long 
as  only  children  died,  whom  they  allowed  to  be  buried  in  their 
churchyard;  but  as  soon  as  a  grown  up  person  died,  they  imme- 
diately raised  an  opposition  and  refused  to  allow  his  burial  in 
their  churchyard.  As  a  proof  of  this  it  is  sufficient  to  cite  the 
case  of  the  wife  of  a  citizen  of  Lysd,  who  had  three  children  at 
a  birth,  and  died  almost  immediately  as  well  as  the  children. 
The  Romanists  refused  to  allow  her  to  be  buried  in  their  church- 
yard.    The  brethren  of  the  church,  therefore,  applied  to  the 

*  It  may  be  remarked  that  in  Austria  the  sacred  buildings  of  the  Protestants 
are  not  called  *' churches,"  but  prayer-houses,  in  German  Bethduaer.  Two 
words,  dum  modlitebni,  are  used  in  Bohemian. 
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aathorities  of  the  circle,  and  requested  that  a  place  might  be 
assigned  them  for  a  cemetery  apart.  The  circle-commissary, 
Wokann,  came  and  assigned  them  a  place  for  a  cemetery  in  the 
field  of  a  citizen,  with  the  permission  of  the  owner,  who  received 
in  exchange  a  piece  of  meadow  land  from  the  congregation. 
There  the  woman  above-mentioned  and  her  three  children  were 
buried. 

This  first  spiritual  pastor,  Joseph  Szalay,  arrived  in  a  bad 
state  of  health,  suffering  from  consumption,  and  his  illness  in- 
creased with  time,  so  that  he  delivered  his  last  sermon  on  April 
18,  1784.  Through  his  exertions  the  Helvetian  confession  was 
for  the  first  time  translated  out  of  the  Latin  language  into  the 
Bohemian,  and  published  by  Waclaw  Krameryus.'^  He  died  on 
May  10,  and  his  remains  were  honourably  buried  in  the  presence 
of  eighteen  clergymen.  He  had  only  governed  the  church  of 
Lys&  for  a  year  and  a  few  days. 

Stephen  Rymdny  was  tlie  second  spiritual  pastor  appointed  to  the 
church  of  Lysd, 

After  the  death  of  this  first  minister  the  church  remained 
without  a  pastor  for  seven  months  owing  to  the  dearth  of  clei^- 
men.  After  long  waiting  the  superintendent  Kowacz,  to  whom 
the  church  finally  made  application,  immediately  appointed  and 
sent  Stephen  Rymdny,  who  arrived  in  December  1784,  and 
delivered  his  first  sermon  on  the  first  day  of  the  festival  of 
Christmas. 

This  man  was  first  appointed  to  a  village  called  Bannd  in  the 
province  of  Chrudim,  and  seignioralty  of  Rychenburk.  But 
immediately  on  his  first  arrival,  he  perceived  plainly  enough  that 
he  could  not  promise  himself  a  permanent  abode,  and  could  see 
little,  if  any,  prospect  of  the  enjoyment  of  his  dues;  for  not  the 
slightest  provision  had  been  made  for  his  dwelling  or  mainte- 
nance. In  a  fortnight  the  circle-commissary  was  sent  at  his 
request  to  institute  him,  and  summoned  the  whole  body  to  the 
supreme  chancery,  but  when  he  wanted  to  present  the  clei^- 
man  to  them,  they  all  cried  out  with  one  voice,  saying,  "  We 
never  asked  for  a  clergyman ;  we  don't  want  him.  OiJy  three 
people  have  asked  for  him ;  if  they  want  him,  let  them  support 
him.'*  (N.B. — These  three  were  those  who  had  subscribed  the 
petition  for  a  clergyman).     The  commissary  seeing  their  folly 

•  This  shews  how  little  connexion  there  was  between  the  Bohemians  and  the 
Swiss  reformers.  Bnt  the  Emperor  Joseph  II.  was  only  acquainted  with  the 
two  Protestant  sects  existing  in  Qermany.  The  Bohemians  take  their  traditions 
from  their  own  writers,  of  whom  they  hare  a  lar&re  number,  beflrinninfi:  with 
John  Hub.— A.  H.  W.  »      o         © 
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(for  these  people  were  already^  for  the  most  part,  corrupted  and 
without  any  religion),  did  not  leave  matters  in  that  condition, 
but  rebuked  them  sharply,  and  ordered  that  on  the  next  day 
every  individual  of  the  congr^ation  should  give  in,  in  his  own 
handwriting,  how  much  he  was  willing  to  give  for  the  yearly 
support  of  a  spiritual  pastor.  The  sum  of  thirty  florins  (£3) 
was  made  up  in  a  district  where  there  were  three  hundred  non- 
Catholic  families.  The  commissary  then  took  his  departure 
without  effecting  anything.  However,  the  clergyman  above- 
named,  seeing  their  ingratitude  and  remembering  the  words  of 
our  Lord  Christ  in  Matt,  x.,  when  he  says,  ^'  Whosoever  shall 
not  receive  you,  as  ye  go  out  of  that  house  or  that  city,  shake  off 
the  dust  of  your  feet/'  thought  of  acting  in  accordance  there- 
with, but,  nevertheless,  that  the  people  might  be  without  excuse, 
remained  there  and  began  to  perform  his  duties,  which,  by  the 
help  of  God,  he  did  perform  for  a  whole  year  with  great  diffi- 
culty, and  in  indescribable  indigence,  receiving  from  the  church 
for  his  maintenance  the  annual  salary  of  seventeen  florins 
{£1  liss.)  He  was  afterwards  translated  from  that  ungrateful 
church  to  that  of  Lysd,  as  is  related  above. 

Memorable  events  that  happened  in  the  time  of  Stephen  Rymdny, 
the  second  spiritual  pastor  of  the  church  of  Lysd, 

The  first  care  and  anxiety  was  that  a  house  of  prayer  should 
be  built.  It  was  not  comfortable,  especially  in  winter  time,  in 
the  bam  in  which  divine  service  was  held,  and  therefore ^the 
members  consulted  together,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1785  pro<r 
cured  a  piece  of  rock,  gratis,  fit>m  the  commune,  hewed  the 
stone  and  also  carted  it  in  the  winter.  Meanwhile  it  occurred 
to  some  of  the  brethren  to  petition  His  Majesty  the  Emperor, 
that  the  smaller  church,  which  stands  in  the  middle  of  the  town, 
might  be  sold  them,  thinking  that  it  would  be  easier  to  pay  for 
that  church,  in  course  of  time,  than  to  build  a  new  one.  It 
also  actually  came  to  pass,  that,  on  the  17th  of  March  in  1786, 
they  s^it  a  petition  to  an  agent  at  Vienna  to  deliver  to  His 
Majesty  the  Emperor,  which  he  did.  Ere  long,  at  Easter,  came 
the  cirele-commission,  by  supreme  command,  for  the  purpose  of 
inspiring  into  the  matter,  but  as  the  principal  peofde  imd  the 
magistri^  were  against  the  church  being  sold  to  the  reformed 
body,  the  petition  was  entirely  rejected;  and  the  only  thing 
thereby  effected  was,  that  the  desire  of  many  of  the  brethren  for 
the  erection  of  the  house  of  prayer  waxed  oold. 

The  result  was  that  the  churdi  was  obliged  to  erect  a  house 
of  prayer  itself.  Permission  was,  therefore,  asked  of  the  autho- 
rities  of  the  circle,   which  arrived    in    the  following  words, 

B  B  2 
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"  Whereas,  according  to  notice  that  has  been  received,  the  erec 
tion  of  a  non-Catholic  hoase  of  prayer  is  in  contemplation, 
because  the  houses  of  prayer  in  the  district  of  that  congrega- 
tion are  so  distant,  and  the  attending  the  said  houses  of  prayer 
is  difficult,  especially  when  the  roads  are  bad,  and  the  number  of 
souls  fixed  in  the  supreme  ordinance  is  exceeded  by  the  non- 
Catholics  dwelling  in  the  seignioralty  of  Lysd;  therefore,  the 
illustrious  imperial  and  royal  provincial  government  is  pleased 
to  permit  the  erection  of  a  house  of  prayer,  which  permission 
is  signified  to  the  Helvetian  congregation,  and  also  the  plan  sent 
hither  will  be  returned  back  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to 
which  plan,  and  no  other  whatsoever,  they  may  undertake  the 
building.  Permission  is  also  given,  for  security  from  fire,  to 
build  a  plain  wall  on  one  side  of  the  house  of  prayer/^ 

"  Given  in  the  circle-office  of  Jung-Bunzlau,  on  the  1 1th  of 
June,  1787.  Josef  von  Sivanny  and  Monte  Chiaro,  Circle- 
Commissary.'^ 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  houses  of  prayer  might  not  bear 
any  similarity  to  Roman  Catholic  churches;  they  were  not 
allowed  to  have  any  towers,  bells,  lofty  windows,  lofty  doors,  or 
an  entrance  from  the  street. 

Since,  however,  there  was  no  suitable  place  in  possession  of 
the  congregation  to  build  a  house  of  prayer,  a  piece  of  garden- 
ground,  belonging  to  John  Wodnansky,  a  protestant,  was 
purchased,  on  which  a  house  of  prayer  and  parsonage  were  to  be 
erected.  This  spot  John  Wodnansky  gave  up  at  the  price  of 
one  hundred  florins  (£10),  on  the  terms  that  he  himself  was  to 
present  fifty  florins  as  a  member  of  the  church,  while  the  con- 
gregation was  to  pay  him  the  other  fifty. 

When  everything  had  thus  been  prepared,  the  house  of 
prayer  was  founded  on  June  28,  1787,  and  at  the  laying  of  the 
first  stone  a  sermon  was  preached  from  the  book  of  Ezra,  chap, 
iii.,  verses  10 — 13;  and  thus  the  building  of  the  house  was 
begun  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  But  any  one  may  imagine 
with  what  difficulty  the  work  was  carried  on,  partly  because  the  , 
congregation  was  .poor  and  small,  and  partly  because,  by  a  dis- 
pensation of  Providence,  bad  seasons  followed,  and  a  war  with 
Turkey  arose;  partly,  too,  because  many  members  of  the  church 
of  Lys&  were  ungrateful  towards  the  divine  goodness,  and  refused 
to  assist  in  the  erection  of  the  house  of  God.  In  proof  of  this, 
we  may  as  well  mention  here  one  thing  that  happened.  Before 
official  permission  came,  the  following  order  was  issued :  that  the 
contributors,  that  is  to  say,  those  who  paid  for  the  piece  of 
ground,  were  to  settle  whether  they  were  in  a  position  to  erect 
a  house  of  prayer,  without  permanently  affecting  their  own  real 
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property.  This  was  made  known  to  every  member  of  the  con- 
gregation. Amongst  others,  some  brethren  in  Mal^  Kostom- 
Idtky  and  Zboze  came  forward  on  learning  this,  and  assumed  a 
thoroughly  antagonistic  position  ;  but,  instead  of  making  known 
their  unworthy  sentiments  to  the  church,  they  betook  them- 
selves elsewhere,  and  sent  a  letter  to  the  director  of  the  local 
chancery,  which  we  give  as  a  record  word  for  word  : — 

''  Noble  and  most  worthy,  excellent  counsellor,  Mr.  Director, 
with  the  greatest  humility  we  ask  for  counsel.  The  elders  of 
Lysa  have  sent  and  informed  us,  that  they  have  received  orders 
from  the  illustrious  circle  commission  to  the  effect  that  we  are 
to  state  in  writing  whether  we  can  erect  a  house  of  prayer,  with- 
out injury  to  our  own  livelihoods.  His  Majesty's  royal  revenues, 
and  other  due  payments— a  thing  which  we  greatly  dread. 
There  is  no  difficulty  about  the  commencement,  but  about  the 
completion  of  these  laudable  matters.  For,  as  to  the  inhabitants, 
they  are,  for  the  most  part,  perplexed,  because  they  maintain 
themselves  with  difficulty  with  their  children,  and  there  are  few 
paying  members,  and  we  find  difficulty  enough  in  collecting  the 
due  payment  for  our  pastor.  In  the  beginning,  we  for  some 
time  comforted  ourselves  that  His  Imperial  Majesty  would  help 
us,  yet  till  now  nothing  has  come  thereof;  and  as  to  the  catholic 
priests,  surplice  fees  and  tithes,  we  are  still  obliged  to  pay  them 
to  them.  We  also  call  to  mind  the  difficulties  of  our  ancestors, 
how  they  in  better  times  with  difficulty  erected  such  houses  of 
prayer  and  temples,  and  a  sad  time  came,  and  they  were  taken 
from  them,  and  now  they  will  not  even  sell  them  to  us  for  money. 
We  are  also  troubled,  at  the  present  time,  by  the  new  organiza- 
tion of  the  country ;  we  do  not  know  what  new  burthens  it  will 
cause  us,  and  we  have  no  security  now,  for  the  Noble  Gentleman 
is  well  acquainted  with  the  position  of  all  of  us. 

'^  An  instance  of  this  is  given  by  the  paying  members  of  the 
religious  society.  Among  these,  too,  it  is  the  case,  as  they 
themselves  acknowledge,  that  at  the  present  time  they  cannot 
contribute  a  kreutzer,  and  yet  they  have  allowed  themselves  to 
be  seduced  by  attractive  speeches,  and  have  subscribed  with  their 
own  hands,  but  are  utterly  unable  to  meet  their  engagements. 
As  to  the  citizens  of  Lysd,  if  they  can  carry  it  out  by  themselves, 
we  cheerfully  concede  them  permission  to  do  it ;  the  Lord  God 
himself  strengthen  and  counsel  them,  that  they  may  be  able  to 
finish  the  work  happily  !  We  humbly  desire  the  Noble  Gentle- 
man not  to  bring  any  of  us  under  any  engagements  without  our 
knowledge ;  let  him  who  likes,  and  who  knows  that  he  is  in  a 
position  to  do  so,  and  that  he  does  not  encumber  his  own  land, 
subscribe  with  his  own  hand.     To  your  kindness,  noble  Sir,  we 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


374         Contributions  to  Modern  Ecclesiastical  History.      [J^J; 

commend  ourselves^  and  remain^  your  servants  to  command,  in 
Kostoml&tky, 

"  Franz  Hobak^ 
''  Matej  Mazuba^ 
"  Jan  Skriwanek/' 
Although,  as  is  manifest  from  this  letter,  there  was  great 
lakewarmness  in  many  brethren,  yet,  nevertheless,  there  was  a 
greater  number  of  those  who,  to  the  glory  of  God,  from  zeal  for 
the  house  of  God,  spared  not  their  contributions  and  the  work 
of  their  hands,  and  by  their  exertions  and  God's  help,  brought 
the  house  of  prayer  into  such  a  condition,  that,  though  not  com- 
pletely finished,  the  first  divine  service  could  be  held  in  it  on 
Dec.  20,  1789. 

In  the  year  1790,  the  church  of  Lysd  was  presented  with  the 
necessary  furniture  for  the  table  of  the  Lord,  viz.  :  a  silver-gilt 
chalice,  a  silver-gilt  paten,  an  embroidered  altar  cloth,  and  an 
ancient  napkin  embroidered  with  gold  and  silver  in  sprigs.  In 
fact,  the  Lord  Almighty  awakened  the  hearts  of  two  widows, 
countesses  of  the  reformed  persuasion  in  Transylvania,  who, 
hearing  of  the  sad  and  pitiable  state  of  the  Bohemian  churches, 
sent,  with  hearty  zeal,  two  sets  of  altar  furniture  to  Bohemia, 
with  the  intention  of  their  being  distributed  to  the  two  poorest 
reformed  churches.  The  above-mentioned  necessary  vessels 
were,  therefore,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  spiritual  pas- 
tors, assigned  to  the  church  of  Lysd.  The  names  of  these 
benefactresses  are  engraved  in  Latin  letters  on  the  chalice  and 
on  the  paten.     On  the  chalice  is  the  following  inscription  : — 

^^  Com.  Christina  de  Bethlen,  Com.  Alexii  Kendefi  de  Ma- 
lowiz,  A.  Gubem.  in  Transilv.  Cons.  A.  F.  vidua,  Eccl.  Helv. 
Conf.  in  Bohemia,  dedicavit  a.  mdcclxxxix.'*  t.c,  "  Presented  by 
Countess  Christina  of  Bethlen,  widow  of  Count  Alexius  Kendefi, 
of  Malowitz,  actual  privy  counsellor  of  the  royal  government  in 
Transylvania,  to  the  churches  of  the  Helvetic  confession  in 
Bohemia,  in  1789.'' 

On  the  paten,  the  name  of  the  benefactress  stands  thus  : — 

"  Com.  Rachel  de  Kendefi,  'Com.  v.  Colonelli  Gregor.  de 
Bethlen,  vidua,  Eccl.  Helv.  Conf.  in  Bohemia,  dedicavit 
MDCCLXXXix.''  i.e.,  "  Presented  by  Countess  Rachel,  of  Kendefi, 
widow  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Count  Gregory,  of  Bethlen,  to  the 
churches  of  the  Helvetic  confession  in  Bohemia,  in  1789.'' 

For  this  valuable  present,  a  letter  of  thanks  was  sent  to  the 
benefactresses,  written  in  Hungarian,  a  translation  of  which  we 
annex  : — 

"  Your  Graces,  high-born  ladies,  our  kind  benefiustresses  ! 
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''  It  pleases  our  mercifiil  Lord  God,  who,  of  His  ineffable 
love,  takes  special  care  of  His  church  militant  here  on  earth,  to 
raise  up  faithful  fosterers  for  His  church  even  in  quarters  whence 
no  one  expected  it,  even  as  He  has  inclined  the  hearts  of  your 
Graces,  full  of  good  works  and  alms,  to  look  with  compassionate 
heart  upon  the  church  of  God,  planted  anew  in  this  kingdom  of 
Bohemia,  and  from  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God  to  present  to  two 
poor  churches  the  requisite  furniture  for  the  table  of  the  Lord. 
Of  these  two  sets  of  altar  furniture,  the  one,  viz.,  the  smaller 
silver-gilt  chalice  and  the  smaller  silver-gilt  paten,  a  large 
embroidered  altar  cloth,  and  an  ancient  napkin,  embroidered 
with  silver  and  gold  in  sprigs,  has  been  received  with  grateful 
heart  by  the  congregation  of  the  church  militant,  in  this  king- 
dom of  Bohemia,  meeting  at  Lys&.  O  that  this  active  love  and 
the  light  of  your  Graces  may  illuminate  others,  that  they,  too, 
may  take  pity  on  the  distressed  Joseph-like  condition  of  this 
miserably  furnished  house  of  God,  and  bring  it  to  completion  ! 
How  shall  we  requite  your  Graces  for  the  kindness  and  active 
love  which  you  have  shewn  towards  our  poor  church  ?  We  can 
give  nothing  more  than  grateful  hearts,  which,  therefore,  we 
send  your  Graces.  Moreover,  both  in  private  and  public  divine 
service  we  will  not  cease  to  pray  the  Lord  God  for  your  Graces. 
May  it  please  the  Lord  God  Almighty  to  raise  up  yet  other 
Nehemiahs  and  Tobits  besides  your  Graces  ! 

"  Thanking  your  Graces  with  grateful  heart,  on  behalf  of  the 
whole  church,  for  this  kindness  and  sincere  love,  I  pray  that  the 
Lord  God,  abundant  in  mercy,  who  is  especially  the  father  of 
widows  and  orphans,  may  cover  your  Graces,  whilst  still  in  this 
vale  of  tears,  with  the  wings  of  His  protection,  and  protect  you 
from  all  evil.  May  the  recompence  of  your  Graces  for  this  good 
work  be  complete  before  our  God  for  ever !  May  the  prayers 
and  alms  of  your  Graces  come  into  remembrance  before  God  ! 
and  may  it  please  the  Lord,  who  is  mighty  above  all  to  do 
much  more  abundantly  than  we  can  ask  or  think,  to  give  you 
your  hearths  desire  !  Herewith,  together  with  the  whole  church, 
I  commend  myself  humbly  and  faithfully  to  your  Graces,  and 
remain, 

"  Your  Graces'  humble  servant, 
"  Lysi,  in  Bohemia,  "  Stephen  Rimany, 

Oct.  25,  1790.''  ^  *'  Spiritual  Pastor." 

This  spiritual  pastor,  Stephen  Eimany,  removed  from  the 
church  of  Lysa  to  that  of  Czernilow,  in  the  circle  of  Konigratz, 
and  finished  his  official  career,  as  minister  at  Lysd,  on  June  12, 
1793. 

He  was  succeeded  by  John  Wegh,   also  a  Hungarian  by 
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birth,  as  the  third  spiritual  pastor  of  Lys&.  lu  his  time  a  par- 
sonage was  built,  the  upper  roof  of  the  house  of  God  completed, 
and  the  house  of  God  raised  higher.  Wishing  to  build  an 
expensive^  parsonage,  as  the  little  church  was  unable  to  meet 
the  cost,  he  wrote  to  Hungary  and  Transylvania  for  alms ;  and, 
in  fact,  obtained  assistance,  viz.,  two  hundred  and  fifty  florins 
(£25)  from  Hungary,  one  hundred  and  fifteen  florins  (£11  10*.) 
from  Transylvania,  and  ten  florins  {£!)  from  Herrnhut.  The 
parsonage  was  built  in  1794.  This  spiritual  pastor  received  a 
call  from  the  church  of  Libisz,  where  he  had  formerly  been,  and 
transferred  himself  thither,  after  having  done  duty  at  Lysa  for  a 
little  more  than  three  years. 

The  fourth  spiritual  pastor,  Stephen  Berety,  remained  here 
only  one  year,  as  his  object  was  to  return  to  his  native  country, 
Hungary ;  but,  as  travelling  was  dangerous,  he  was  compelled 
to  remain  still  in  Bohemia,  and  thus  spent  this  one  year  in  the 
ministry  of  the  church  of  Lys^. 

The  fifth  spiritual  pastor  was  Stephen  Ivdny.  In  his  time, 
the  under  roof  or  ceiling  of  the  temple  of  God  was  constructed, 
thetemple  completely  whitened,  and  also  a  church-gallery  con- 
structed. This  spiritual  pastor  remained  here  two  years,  having 
received  a  call  from  the  church  of  Leczitz,  in  the  lordship  of 
Kaudnitz. 

After  his  departure,  the  church  of  Lys&  remained  for  seven 
months  without  a  pastor ;  and  the  elders  wrote  an  honourable 
invitation  and  earnest  petition  to  Stephen  Bimdny,  at  Czernilow, 
who  had  already  been  clergyman  at  Lysd.  They  betook  them- 
selves to  him  in  their  necessity,  being  persuaded,  beyond  question, 
of  the  patient  kindness  of  that  clergyman,  who  had  governed 
their  church  previously  for  eight  and  a  half  years,  whereas  three 
other  clergymen  had  succeeded  each  other  there  in  the  space  of 
six  years.  Stephen  Eimdny,  therefore,  considering  the  melan- 
choly position  and  gloomy  circumstances  of  this  church,  although 
in  the  church  of  Czernilow  he  was  in  the  receipt  of  a  yearly 
salary  of  three  hundred  florins  (£30),  with  a  quantity  of  corn 
for  bread,  nevertheless,  from  love,  accepted  this  invitation,  and 
began  to  perform  his  duties  at  Lysa  on  the  festival  of  Whit- 
suntide. 

In  the  time  of  this  sixth  minister,  a  brother  and  zealous 
member  of  the  church,  Wadaw  Trzicky,  of  Litol,  caused  to  be 
made,  at  his  own  expense,  a  pulpit,  which  cost  him,  altogether. 


^  How  splendid  a  house  it  was,  the  reader  may  judge  from  the  fact,  that  it 
had  only  three  rooms,  one  with  two  windows  and  two  with  one. — £iditor  of 
Extracts. 
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one  hundred  and  forty  florins  (£14) .  In  the  year  1 803,  the 
church  presented  a  petition  to  his  Excellency  Count  Sweerz, 
of  Spork,  owner  of  the  lordship,  requesting  him  to  present,  for 
the  use  of  the  house  of  prayer,  some  useless  benches  from  the 
old  church,  formerly  belonging  to  our  ancestors  the  Bohemian 
brethren,  that  were  lying  as  lumber.  He  acceded  to  the 
request,  and  presented  twenty  old  deal  benches  to  the  church. 

It  will  not  be  superfluous  to  remark  here,  that  from  the  year 
1800  to  1805,  a  great  dearth  of  corn  prevailed  in  Bohemia,  so 
that  a  great  famine  arose,  and  the  poor,  being  unable  to  purchase 
themselves  corn,  were  compelled — especially  in  the  mountains — 
to  stay  their  hungry  stomachs  with  clover  and  other  plants. 
The  Lord  God  Almighty  was  greatly  displeased  with  his  people, 
and  that  for  extreme  lukewarmness  in  religion,  for  great  pride 
and  shameless  godlessness,  which  were  prevalent  at  that  time. 
May  the  God  of  heaven  himself  convert  his  people,  and  turn 
away  these  his  plagues  from  us  ! 

In  the  time  of  the  seventh  spiritual  pastor,  Antonin  Bube- 
niczek,  a  native  Bohemian,  a  patent  was  issued  by  the  govern- 
ment (owing  to  financial  necessity  in  the  wars  with  the  emperor 
Napoleon),  to  the  effect  that  every  individual  must  pay  a  certain 
sum  of  money,  that  his  vessels  of  gold  and  silver  might  not  be 
taken  for  the  use  of  the  Imperial  mint,  on  payment  of  which 
sum  they  were  to  be  stamped  with  the  letter  B.  This  church, 
also,  was  then  obliged  to  produce  and  redeem  its  vessels  of  gold 
and  silver.  Such  were  the  above-mentioned  richly  gilt  silver 
chalice  and  paten.  For  the  redemption  of  these  vessels;  the 
sum  of  thirteen  florins  {£1  6s.)  was  collected  from  the  more 
active  members  of  the  church.  But  this  sum  was  not  sufficient 
to  release  both  vessels,  and  the  paten  had  to  be  given  up,  and 
thus  was  lost  to  the  church.  But  the  chalice  was  brought  home 
and  redeemed,  as  is  proved  by  the  quittance  lying  in  the  church 
chest,  which  was  also  copied  by  order  of  the  Consistory  at 
Vienna,  and  sent  to  Vienna  through  the  provisional  superinten- 
dent Ladislaw  Bak.  This  took  place  in  1811,  the  year  in  which 
the  famous  financial  patent  was  issued. 

In  1813,  it  was  ordained  by  a  court  decree  for  the  avoidance 
of  all  offence,  that  was  given  by  the  performance  of  rough  work 
on  the  part  of  the  non-catholics  on  the  festivals  observed  in  the 
Popish  church,  that  the  pastors^  should  not  fail  forthwith  to 
publish  the  prohibition  of  this  rough  work,  on  the  festivals  of  the 
Romish  church,  in  the  public  meetings  of  the  congregation,  that 
all  offence  might  be  put  a  stop  to,  and  due  reverence  preserved 
towards  the  dominant  religion.  This  was  published  in  this 
church  on  the  20th  of  June. 
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On  Dec.  15,  in  the  year  1815,  died  our  brother  of  blessed 
memory,  Jan  Wodnansl^,  and  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month 
his  mother,  the  widow  of  Jan  Wodnansky,  an  active  member 
of  our  church,  from  whom  the  place,  on  which  the  temple  of  the 
Lord  stands,  was  purchased  for  fifty  florins.  Both  were  buried 
at  the  same  time,  on  Dec.  18,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  assem- 
blage of  people,  and  were  laid,  both  the  son  and  the  mother,  in 
one  grave.  They  left  but  one  descendant,  John,  a  youth  of 
fifteen,  in  whom  we  all  had  good  hopes  that  he  would  follow  the 
steps  of  his  excellent  father,  but  herein  we  were  all  utterly 
deceived ;  for,  after  his  father's  funeral,  he  appeared  no  more  in 
our  temple,  but  four  days  afterwards  (probably  owing  to  the 
influence  of  his  bigoted  mother,  who  was  attached  to  the  Romish 
religion,  and  her  silly  friends),  he  announced  to  the  Popish 
clergyman  his  intention  of  passing  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  and, 
in  fact,  foolishly  passed  over  to  the  Romish  religion.  Thus,  the 
remarkable  family  of  the  Wodnanskys,  who  had  been,  in  the 
beginning,  prominent  pillars  of  our  church,  disappeared  before 
five  and  thirty  years  had  passed  away. 

In  1816,  a  red  altar  cloth,  with  a  yellow  fringe,  was  pur- 
chased to  cover  the  table  of  the  Lord,  at  the  celebration  of  the 
Lord's  Supper.  Such  a  cloth  was  much  wanted,  for  the  two 
that  had  been  sent  as  a  present  from  Transylvania  were  already 
almost  worn  out.  This  was  remarked  by  the  pious  Tabitha,  of 
our  church,  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Czalda,  of  Stratow,  who  imme- 
diately ofiered  forty  florins  {£4)  for  the  purpose,  from  earnest 
love  to  the  house  of  God,  and  thus,  by  her  example,  proved  that 
even  in  these  lukewarm  times  there  were  here  and  there  zealous, 
true  widows  to  be  found,  who  were  ready  to  contribute  to  the 
glory  of  God  out  of  that  which  He  has  granted  them  according 
to  the  flesh.  May  her  memory  be  blessed  among  our  posterity, 
for  we  have  a  sure  and  certain  hope  that  she  is  already  receiving, 
from  the  mercy  of  God,  the  recompence  of  her  Christian  conver- 
sation on  earth ! 

In  the  same  year  was  also  fulfilled  the  earnest  desire  of  our 
brethren  who  were  desirous  and  able  to  lay  to  heart  the  present 
hard  and  dear  times,  in  accordance  wherewith  several  pieces  of 
land  were  to  be  purchased,  for  the  easier  maintenance  of  the 
clergyman  of  the  place.  A  suitable  piece  of  ground  was  ofiered 
for  sale  from  the  land  of  Easpar  Kaplan,  our  brother,  and  was 
purchased  for  the  use  of  our  poor  little  church,  at  the  price  of 
five  hundred  and  sixty  florins  (^56),  and  paid  for.  Since,  how- 
ever, we  had  not  so  large  a  sum  of  ready  money,  we  were 
compelled  to  borrow  three  hundred  florins  from  brother  Wojtech 
Kulich,  the  miller,  of  Bendtky,  and  one  hundred  florins  from 
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another  brother^  Mikulas  Kaplan^  a  debt  which  burthened  our 
church  for  several  years  afterwards^  till  at  lengthy  by  Qod's  help, 
it  was  liquidated. 

In  1817,  on  Nov.  2,  the  church  of  Lysd,  along  with  the  rest 
of  the  evangelical  churches  in  the  Austrian  dominions,  cele- 
brated the  so-called  jubilee  of  the  Reformation  (in  commemora- 
tion of  the  German  Reformation  eflfected  by  Dr.  Martin  Luther 
in  1517),  with  regard  to  which  solemnity  a  memorial  book  was 
published,  containing  a  description  of  the  celebration  in  each 
and  every  church.  The  preacher,  Gerson  Tandy,  in  his  sermon 
on  the  prescribed  text,  earnestly  exhorted  his  hearers  to  grati- 
tude to  God  for  the  liberty  granted  to  their  church,  and  finished 
his  discourse  with  the  following  words : — 

"  Let  us  take  seriously  to  heart  the  consciousness  of  the 
freedom  that  we  have  obtained,  and  now  that  all  oppressive  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  our  religion  have  disappeared,  let  us  use 
our  freedom  for  our  real  good !  Under  the  pretence  of  freedom 
let  us  not  give  way  to  the  body,  but  through  love  let  us  mutually 
assist  each  other !  Let  us  be  free,  yet  not  having  freedom  as  a 
cloke  for  our  own  wickedness,  but  as  servants  of  God !  Let  not 
bodily  passions  and  evil  desires  pass  with  us  from  the  third  to 
the  fourth  century  of  the  renovation  of  the  church,  that  it  may 
not  testify  against  us  and  accuse  us  of  those  misdeeds  which 
were  found  among  us  in  the  last  century !  And  since  we  can 
now  boast  of  a  Christian  toleration,  let  this  truth  be  our  con- 
stant rule  for  the  future,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  conduct  ourselves 
in  a  friendly  manner  and  without  offence  towards  people  of  an- 
other creed,  in  order  that  by  our  actions  all  men  may  under- 
stand of  what  religion  we  are,  since  we  observe  the  friendliness 
and  love  enjoined  by  Christ  in  our  social  intercourse,  order  and 
discipline  in  our  homes,  holiness  without  hypocrisy  in  our 
churches,  honourable  rectitude  in  our  dealings,  and  good  sense 
in  our  religion  according  to  the  Word  of  God  ! 

'^Let  us  strive  for  this,  that  we  may  be  good  ancestors  to  our 
posterity,  that  they  may  honour  our  names,  even  when  our  bodies 
are  reduced  to  dust  in  the  earth,  even  as  we  can  boast  of  the 
good  report  and  constancy  in  the  faith  of  our  own  predecessors 
of  blessed  memory !  God  grant  that  my  words  may  be  fulfilled  ! 
God  grant  that  our  good  thoughts  of  to-day  at  the  present 
solemnity  may  remain  in  blessed  recollection  in  our  church  at 
Lysd !  On  this  day  hundred  years — if  we  are  no  more  here — 
may  our  posterity  have  good  cause  to  remember  with  joy  and 
gratitude  the  great  things  that  the  Lord  has  done  with  us  V' 

It  is  proper  to  mention  here  for  the  sake  of  grateful  remem- 
brance, that  the  neighbouring  evangelical  church  of  Wtelno 
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celebrated  this  jubilee  festival  by  an  act  of  generous  beneficence, 
presenting  all  that  came  into  its  treasury  at  this  festival,  viz., 
fifty-one  florins  fifteen  kreutzers  (£5  2s.  3d.),  to  our  church  at 
Lysd  towards  the  payment  of  the  debt  with  which  it  was  burth- 
ened  through  the  purchase  of  the  church  land  above-mentioned. 

In  1823  the  spiritual  pastor  of  Lys4,  Gerson  Tandy,  con- 
sidering the  poverty  of  the  local  church,  his  own  large  family, 
and  also  the  ingratitude  of  many  of  its  members — for  he  had 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  florins  (£13  10s.)  owing  to  him 
among  them,  which  he  could  not  in  any  wise  obtain — at  length 
after  twelve  years  service  departed  to  Hungary,  the  native 
country  of  his  excellent  father,  finishing  his  official  connexion 
with  Lysd  with  these  words  in  his  farewell  sermon:  "Thus, 
therefore,  brethren,  forgetting  those  things  that  are  behind  as, 
I  commend  you  to  God  and  to  the  Word  of  his  grace,  who  is 
also  able  to  build  you  up  and  to  give  you  an  inheritance ;  and 
may  he  build  you  up  and  give  it  you  amongst  all  his  saints ! — 
Amen,  Amen,  Amen  \" 

The  ninth  spiritual  pastor,  who  came  hither  from  the  church 
of  Dwakaczowitz  in  the  circle  of  Chrudim,  was  named  Gerson 
Szalatnay,  also  a  Hungarian,  who  of  all  the  clergymen  of  Lys^ 
held  his  office  the  longest,  viz.,  for  full  thirty  years,  to  the  end 
of  1854. 

In  the  time  of  this  clergyman,  in  the  year  1827,  on  the 
motion  of  some  of  the  more  zealous  members,  the  temple  of  the 
Lord,  which  had  not  been  whitened  outside  for  almost  thirty- 
eight  years  and  looked  very  dismal,  was  entirely  coloured  yellow, 
and  the  whole  roof  too  inside,  which  was  very  much  decayed, 
was  repaired. 

In  1839,  on  Feb.  3,  in  accordance  with  an  order  received 
from  the  superior  authorities,  the  preacher  was  obliged  to  give 
out  the  following  notice  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord : — 

"Notice  is  hereby  given,  that,  if  any  Catholic  Christian 
visit  our  temple  of  the  Lord,  he  may  not  be  permitted  to  remain 
there,  since  this  is  forbidden  by  the  supreme  authority,  which 
will  not  allow  any  dissemblers.  Wherefore,  if  any  such  person 
be  found  here,  let  him  avoid  ofiending,  and  let  him  be  in  this 
respect  obedient  to  the  supreme  ordinance.  To  each  who  may 
be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  our  evangelical  religion,  the  way  is 
opened  for  him  legally,  that  is  after  six  weeks^  instruction,  to 
pass  over  to  it ;  but  clandestine  visiting  our  church  is  strictly 
forbidden.  Wherefore,  let  every  one  act  in  accordance  here- 
with.^'  This  notice  was  read  in  the  presence  of  the  official  of 
the  supreme  chancery  at  Lysd,  Em.  Dostraszil. 

On  July  8,  1837,  a  great  fire  broke  out  in  the  town  of  Lysa 
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which  destroyed  about  fifty  houses.     The  fire  broke  out  in  the 

barn  of  a  citizen  immediately  behind  our  church,  and  our  church 

too  immediately  lay  in  ashes.     Although  the  roof,  the  benches, 

and  the  organ  remained  uninjured,  yet  some  days  afterwards 

through  a  violent  rain  the  whole  ceiling  fell  in  and  so  injured 

the  organ,  that  its  repair  cost  over  seventy  florins  {£7),     In  the 

same  year  through  the  greatest  energy  on  the  part  of  the  minister 

and  the  members  of  the  church,  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  which 

presented  a  very  melancholy  spectacle,  was  entirely  rebuilt  with 

a  new  front ;  but  a  debt  of  more  than  two  hundred  florins  (£20) 

was  incurred,  because  the  expenses  were  large,  and  the  members 

were  already  exhausted  in  making  offerings  for  the  house  of  the 

Lord.     A  petition  for  eleemosynary  assistance  was  sent  to  their 

kindred  in  the  faith  in  all  the  Austrian  territories,  but  very  little 

aid  was  obtained,  so  that  the  church  was  long  before  it  paid  the 

debt.    In  this  great  fire  the  parsonage  garden  was  also  destroyed, 

which  had  previously  been  planted  with  many  beautiful  trees, 

and  produced  good  crops  of  fruit.     The  great  power  of  Grod  was 

man^est  here  in  the  circumstance,  that  the  parsonage,  which 

only  stands  a  couple  of  yards  off  the  church,  did  not  become  a 

victim  to  the  devouring  element. 

[On  April  5,  1861,  the  imperial  patent  was  issued,  which 
proclaimed  religious  equality  throughout  the  Austrian  empire. 
A  new  and  freer  constitution  was  also  given  to  the  Protestant 
churches.  The  pastor,  Gerson  Szalatnay,  had  died  in  1854,  and 
in  1862  the  Rev.  Joseph  Prochdzka,  was  elected  to  the  living  of 
Lysa.  He  was  then  holding  a  benefice  at  Namslau,  in  the 
Prussian  Silesia,  on  the  boundary  line  between  the  Polish  and 
German  populations,  and  had  the  charge  of  the  Polish  portion 
of  the  congregation  of  Namslau.  He  is  the  translator  of  Arch- 
bishop Whately^s  Easy  Lessons  on  Christian  Evidences  into 
Bohemian,  and  his  translation  has  already  reached  a  second 
edition.  He  made  a  considerable  pecuniary  sacrifice  in  leaving 
Namslau  for  Lysa;  for  which  may  the  Lord  reward  him !] 

A.  H.  Wratislaw. 
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IHTBODnCTIOK  TO  THE  RABBINIC  BIBLE:  BT  JACOB  BEN 

CHAJIM. 

Translated  from  the  Rabbinical  Hebrew,  with  explanatory  notes,  hy 
CHRISTIAN  D.  OINSBURG,  LL.D. 

[Translator's  note. — If  the  statement  of  the  learned  Kenni- 
cott  is  true,  that  ^'  this  preface  being  printed  in  the  rabbinical 
character,  which  few  Christians  ever  read,  and  fewer  explain, 
has  continued  almost  unknown,^'  and  very  few  wUl  be  disposed 
to  question  it,  a  translation  of  Jacob  Ben  Chajim's  remarkable 
Introduction  to  Bomberg's  Rabbinical  Bible  will  be  considered 
no  mean  contribution  to  the  cause  of  Biblical  literature.  Kenni- 
cott,  it  is  true,  has  to  some  extent  made  this  introduction  more 
generally  known  to  critics  of  the  Old  Testament  text^  by  pub- 
lishing a  Latin  translation  of  it/  which  he  discovered  in  MS.  in 
the  Bodleian  library.  But  this  hardly  contains  more  than  half 
of  the  actual  introduction,  and  many  passages  of  the  printed 
portions,  I  may  safely  affirm,  are  as  difficult  to  be  imderstood  by 
those  whom  it  is  designed  to  enlighten,  as  the  original  itself.  In 
my  translation  I  have  aimed  to  be  literal,  and  have  added  notes 
.  wherever  I  thought  they  were  required  to  elucidate  the  version. 
But  for  Dr.  Alexander's  new  edition  of  Kitto's  Cyclopadia,  in 
which  almost  every  Jewish  subject  bearing  upon  Biblical  litera- 
ture is  discussed,  these  notes  would  have  had  to  be  more  lengthy 
and  more  numerous.  May  this  translation  of  the  work  of  the  first 
labourer  at  the  Massora  induce  some  critics  of  the  Old  Testament 
text  to  devote  their  energies  to  this  much  neglected  subject.] 

Praised  be  the  Creator,  who  exists  and  yet  none  can  see  him, 
who  is  hidden  and  yet  found  by  every  one  that  seeks  him^  who 
graciously  bestowed  language  on  mankind  in  order  that  they 
might  communicate  precious  things  joined  together  by  wisdom, 
so  as  to  become  one,  to  gather  his  rain  and  flame,  and  learn  his 
words  and  ways.  He  endowed  his  people,  his  first-born  Son, 
with  the  holy  tongue,  which  is  the  language  of  the  law  and  the 
Prophets,  and  is  very  wonderfully  adapted  to  open  the  eyes  of 
the  blind  and  impart  light  unto  them,  so  that  all  the  nations  of 
the  world  may  know  that  there  is  nothing  like  this  holy  language 
in  purity  of  style  and  charm  of  diction  j  it  is  like  a  tree  of  life 
to  those  who  possess  it,  and  its  wisdom  imparts  life  to  the  owner 
thereof.  Now  God  gave  it  to  his  people  whom  he  had  chosen 
for  himself — gave  it  to  them  only  to  be  concealed  under  the 
shadow  of  their  hands ;  for  they  alone  know  its  mysteries^  its 

•  The  State  of  the  printed  Hebrew  Text  of  the  Old  Teetament  considered.    Dis- 
sertation the  second.     Oxford,  1769.   p.  229—244. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1863.]  Introduction  to  the  Rabbinic  Bible.  383 

grammar,  its  rules  and  its  intricacies.  And  the  men  of  the 
Great  Synagogue,  in  whom  was  heavenly  light,  bright  and  power- 
ful, like  pure  gold,  on  whose  heart  every  statute  of  the  law  was 
engraved,  have  set  up  marks,  and  built  a  wall  around  it,  and 
made  ditches  between  the  walls,  and  bars,  and  gates,  to  preserve 
the  citadel  in  its  splendour  and  brightness ;  and  they  all  came 
to  its  transparent  doud,  and  burning  doctrine,  and  rising  incense ; 
and  they  sanctified  themselves  to  take  the  fire  from  oflF  its  altar, 
so  that  no  other  hand  might  touch  it  and  desecrate  it,  so  as  to 
become  a  bat  for  every  fool;  they  strung  together  its  golden 
words  from  columns  of  the  word  of  God, — words  of  purity ;  and 
the  spirit  alighted  upon  them,  and  as  if  by  prophecy  they  wrote 
down  their  labours  in  books,  to  which  nothing  is  to  be  added. 
The  princes  of  the  people  gathered  together  to  hear  their  sublime 
words ;  and  when  they  had  finished  their  work,  the  supernatural 
vision  and  its  source  were  sealed,  and  the  glory  and  splendour 
departed,  and  the  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared  no  more.  For  no 
one  rose  after  them  who  could  do  as  they  did.  And  now  we  are 
here  this  day  gathering  the  gleanings  which  they  have  left ;  and 
we  capture  the  faint  ones  of  their  rear-guard,  and  run  in  their 
path  day  and  night,  and  toil,  but  can  never  come  up  to  them. 

II.  Thus  says  the  writer.  I  was  dwelling  quietly  in  my 
house  and  flourishing  in  my  abode,  prosecuting  diligently  my 
studies  at  Tunis,  which  is  on  the  borders  of  ancient  Carthage, 
when  time  removed  me  to  the  West,  but  did  not  withdraw  its 
hand  from  afflicting  me,  and  afterwards  brought  me  to  the  famous 
city  of  Venice.  And  even  here  I  had  nothing  to  do,  for  the 
hand  of  time  was  still  lifted  up,  and  exalted  over  me ;  and  its 
troubles  and  cares  found  me  in  the  city,  smote  me,  wounded  me, 
and  crushed  me.  And  after  about  three  months  of  suflferings, 
I  left  for  a  little  while  the  furnace  of  my  afflictions,  for  I  was  in 
a  thirsty  land.  I  said  in  the  thoughts  of  my  heart  I  will  arise 
now  and  walk  about  the  streets  of  the  city.  As  I  was  walking 
in  the  streets,  wandering  quietly,  behold  God  (through  the  exer- 
tions of  an  Israelite  of  the  name  of  R.  Chajim  Alton,  son  of 
R.  Moses  Alton,  who  bestowed  great  kindness  upon  me — the 
Lord  preserve  and  keep  him) — sent  a  highly  distinguished  and 
pious  Christian  of  the  name  of  Daniel  Bomberg  to  meet  me, 
the  Lord  keep  him  and  preserve  his  mind.  He  brought  me  to 
his  printing-office  and  shewed  me  through  his  establishment, 
saying  to  me,  turn  in  abide  with  me,  for  here  thou  shalt  find 
rest  for  thy  soul  and  balm  for  thy  wound,  as  I  want  you  to  revise 
the  books  which  I  print,  correct  the  mistakes,  purify  the  style, 
and  examine  the  works  till  they  are  as  refined  silver  and  as 
purified  gold. 
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III.  Although  I  saw  that  his  desire  was  greater  than  my 
ability^  yet  I  thought  that  we  must  not  refuse  a  superior.  Still 
I  told  him  that  I  did  not  know  as  much^  nor  nearly  as  much  [as 
he  supposed]  in  accordance  with  what  we  find  at  the  end  of  chap, 
ii.  of  Jerusalem  Maccoth.  '^  A  man  who  knows  only  one  book 
when  he  is  in  a  place  where  he  is  respected  for  knowing  two 
books^  is  in  duty  bound  to  say,  I  only  know  one  book/'  And  as 
I  have  no  great  intellect,  how  could  I,  being  so  low  and  insigni- 
ficant, undertake  such  great  things  from  which,  peradventure, 
mischief  might  ensue,  seeing  that  R.  Ishmael  had  already  ex- 
horted a  scribe  in  his  days,  '*  My  son  take  great  care  how  thou 
doest  thy  work,  for  thy  work  is  the  work  of  heaven,  lest  thou 
drop  or  add  a  letter  and  thereby  wilt  be  a  destroyer  of  the  whole 
worW  .'comp.  Sola,  20  a,  and  in  other  places),  which  is  still 
more  applicable  to  the  present  time,  when  the  distinction  be- 
tween the  oral  and  written  law  has  ceased,  as  both  are  now 
written  down,  and  a  mistake  may  describe  the  right  wrong,  and 
the  wrong  right.  Therefore,  I  felt  that  I  must  not  rely  upon 
my  own  judgment,  but  examine  two  or  three  codices  and  follow 
them  wherever  they  agree,  and  if  they  do  not  agree  I  must  chose 
from  among  the  readings  those  which  appear  to  me  unobjection- 
able, and  sift  them  till  I  am  convinced  that  they  are  correct  and 
clear,  especially  as  Eashbam^  and  Bashba^  have  already  consulted 
in  their  theological  decisions  not  to  make  emendations  upon 
mere  conjectures. 

IV.  And  it  came  to  pass  after  I  had  remained  there  for  some 
time,  doing  ray  work,  the  work  of  heaven,  the  Lord,  blessed  be 
his  name,  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  the  gentleman  for  whom  I 
worked,  and  encouraged  his  heart  to  publish  the  twenty-four 
sacred  books.  Whereupon  he  said  to  me^  Gird  up  thy  loins  now 
like  a  man,  for  I  want  to  publish  the  twenty-four  sacred  books, 
provided  they  contain  the  commentaries,  the  Targums,  the  major 
and  minor  Massora,'^  the  Keri  without  the  Kethiv,  and  the  Kethiv 
without  the  Keri/  plene  and  defective,  and  all  the  glosses  of  the 


*  BaaKbam  D"attn  is  a  contraction  of  the  initials  of  TMD  p  Sxtcno  >y\  Bahbi 
Samuel  hen  Meier^  grandson  of  Rashi  and  a  very  excellent  commentator  of  the 
Bible,  bom  about  a.d.  1085,  and  died  about  1155.  Comp.  Alexander's  edition  of 
Kitto's  Oydopcedia^  a.  ».,  Hashbam, 

*  Rashba  «"attn  is  the  acrostic  of  dttoh  p  no^  *a"»,  Bahbi  Solomon  hen  Ahra- 
ham  hen  Adereth,  a  celebrated  T^mudist  and  Kabbalist  who  was  bom  at  Barce- 
lona, about  A.D.  1235  and  died  1310. 

*  A  full  description  of  the  Rabbinic  Bible  will  be  found  in  Alexander's 
edition  of  Kitto's  OycUmaedia  of  Biblical  Literature,  under  the  article  *'  Jacob 
B.  Chajim." 

*  For  an  explanation  of  Keri  without  Kethiv,  and  Kethiv  without  Keri,  see 
below,  sections  vi.,  xix.,  note. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1863.]  Introduction  to  the  Rabbinic  Bible.  885 

scribes,  with  appendices  containing  the  major  Massora  according 
to  the  alphabetical  order  of  the  Aruch/  so  that  the  reader  may 
easily  find  what  he  wants.  Like  a  bear  bereft  of  its  young  ones 
he  hastened  to  this  work,  for  he  loved  the  daughter  of  Jacob. 
He  summoned  the  workmen  who  were  skilled  in  printing,  and 
each  one  with  his  tools  in  his  hand  at  once  betook  himself  to 
the  work.  Seeing  then  that  the  work  was  urgent,  and  that  it 
would  redound  to  the  glory  of  Israel,  inasmuch  as  it  will  shew 
the  nations  and  princes  the  beauty  and  excellence  of  our  holy 
law,  for  since  it  was  committed  to  writing  nothing  has  appeared 
like  it ;  and  seeing,  moreover,  that  its  excellency  was  magnified 
in  the  eyes  of  the  publishers^  becoming  as  it  were  the  chief 
comer-stone  with  him,  I  set  my  face  to  the  fulfilling  of  his  desire. 

V.  And  now  since  many  of  the  people,  and  among  them  are 
even  some  of  the  diflFerent  classes  of  our  learned  contemporaries, 
who  in  their  heart  value  neither  Massora  nor  any  of  the  methods 
of  the  Massora,  say.  What  profit  can  be  derived  from  the  Mas- 
sora? and  for  this  reason  it  has  almost  been  forgotten  and 
lost,  therefore  I  shook  my  lap  (or  bestirred  myself),  as  this 
afibrded  me  the  opportunity  to  do  the  work  of  the  Lord,  to  shew 
the  nations  and  the  princes  the  value  of  the  Massora ;  for  with- 
out it  none  of  the  sacred  books,  and  particularly  the  Pentateuch, 
can  be  written  with  propriety  and  correctness. 

VI.  We  purpose  in  the  first  place  to  reply  to,  and  refute, 
some  of  the  later  great  sages  of  blessed  memory,  who  were 
nearer  our  time,  and  who  maintained  that  the  Keri  and  the 
Kethiv  originated  as  follows.  During  the  Babylonian  captivity 
when  the  sacred  books  were  lost  and  scattered  about,  and  those 
wise  men  who  were  skilled  in  the  Scriptures  were  dead,  the  men 
of  the  great  synagogue  found  diflFerent  readings  in  the  sacred 
books ;  and  in  every  place  where  they  met  with  a  doubtful  and 
perplexing  case  they  wrote  down  a  word  in  the  text,  but  did  not 
put  the  vowels  to  it,  or  wrote  it  in  the  margin  and  left  it  out  in 
the  text,  not  being  sure  what  they  found.  Thus  for  their  words. 
But  I  am  far  from  adopting  their  opinion,  as  I  shall  shew  in  the 
sequel,  and  refute  them  from  the  Talmud. 

/  The  Aruch  (TW)  is  the  celebrated  Rabbinic  and  Aramaic  Lexicon  of  R. 
Nathan  B.  Yechiel,  which  was  finished  about  a.d.  1101,  1102.  It  was  first  pub- 
lished sometime  before  1480  in  square  letters,  in  Pisauri  1617,  then  in  Venice  1631, 
by  Romberg,  in  beautiful  square  letters,  and  several  times  since.  The  best  edition, 
howeyer,  is  that  of  Landau,  in  five  volumes,  Prague,  1819-- 1824.  Etheridge's 
description  of  the  time  when  this  Lexicon  was  finished,  as  well  as  his  remarks 
about  the  edUio  princeps  {Jerusalem  and  Tiberius^  Longmans,  1856,  pp.  284,  etc.) 
are  incorrect.  Comp.  Steinschneider,  Catalogus  Lihr.  Hebr,  in  Bihliotheca 
Bodleiana,  col.  2040—2043.  Zunz,  Notes  on  Asher's  Bdition  of  the  Itinerary  of 
Mabhi  Benjamin  of  Tudela,  London,  1841,  vol.  ii.,  p.  18. 
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YII.  I  shallj  secondly^  notice  the  differences  which  in  many 
places  exist  between  our  Talmud  and  the  Masaorites^  and  erery- 
where  side  with  the  latter^  and  state  what  we  have  learned  from 
them. 

YIII.  I  shall^  thirdly,  refute  the  heretics  who  dared  to  accose 
us  of  wilfully  altering  and  changing  passages  in  our  holy  law,  as  , 
in  the  case  of  the  eighteen  emendations  of  the  scribes^  the  Tikun 
Sopherim,  the  liur  Sopherim,  the  Keri,  and  the  Kethiv/  and  the 
order  of  the  language. 

IX.  I  shall,  fourthly,  explain  the  order  which  I  have  adopted, 
both  in  the  minor  and  major  Massora,  to  facilitate  the  reader. 

X.  Let  me  then,  firstly,  do  battle  with  the  sages  of  blessed 
memory,  who  lived  nearer  our  time,  for  they  spoke  unseemly 
against  our  holy  law,  saying  that  the  Keri  and  the  Kethiv  exhibit 
the  doubts  which  the  men  of  the  great  synagogue  entertained. 
And  these  are  their  names  and  these  their  words. 

XI.  The  Ephodi^  in  chap  vii.  of  his  grammar  writes  as  follows, 
'^  Ezra  the  priest,  who  was  the  most  accomplished  and  the  chief 
of  the  scribes,  bestirred  himself,  and  exert^  all  his  powers  to 
rectify  what  was  wrong,  and  in  like  manner  acted  all  the  scribes 
who  followed  him.  They  corrected  all  the  sacred  books  as  much 
as  possible,  in  consequence  of  which  they  have  been  preserved  to 
us  perfect  in  the  commandments,  the  chapters,  the  verses,  the 
words,  letters,  plene,  defective,  the  abnormal  and  normal  phrases 
and  the  like,  and  for  this  reason  are  denominated  scribes.  To 
this  effect  they  have  also  composed  treatises  which  are  the  books 
of  the  Massora,  and  made  the  Keri  and  Kethiv,  in  every  passage  in 
which  they  met  with  some  obliterations  and  confusion,  not  being 
sure  what  the  precise  reading  was."    Thus  far  are  his  words. 

XII.  But  what  surprises  me  still  more  is,  that  so  holy  a  man 
as  Eimchi*  should  also  utter  similar  things  in  his  introduction 
to  the  earlier  prophets.  The  following  is  his  language,  '*It 
appears  that  these  words  (i.  e.,  the  Keri  and  KethivJ  originated 
because  the  sacred  books  were  lost  and  scattered  about  during 
the  Babylonian  captivity,  and  the  sages  who  were  skilled  in  the 

f  For  an  explanation  of  these  termg,  see  below,  §  XIX.,  XXVII.,  XLIII. 

*  Ephodi  nBM=X«  is  a  contraction  of  the  initials  of  pn  rrtynD  »»<  I  Pro- 
phiath  Duratiy  the  signature  of  the  celebrated  polemical  writer  against  Chris- 
tianity, who  was  called  Isaac  hen  Moees  Ma-Lam,  and  flourished  a.d.  1391 — 1403. 
For  particuhurs  of  this  writer  see  Alexander's  edition  of  Kitto's  Oyckpcedia^  «.v. 
Prophiath  Dnran. 

'  The  Kimchi  here  referred  to  is  Dcnnd  Kimchi,  also  called  Beddk  p'y\=rmf's 
TTOp  (bom  A.D.  1160,  died  about  1235),  who  wrote  commentaries  on  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  Old  Testament,  the  famous  Hebrew  Grammar  called  ViVao,  and  the 
Lexicon  entitled  D^ttrwji*  and  who  may  be  regarded  as  the  teacher  of  Hebrew  of 
both  Jews  and  Christians  throughout  Europe. 
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Smptnres  were  dead.  Whereupon  the  men  of  the  great  syna- 
gogue,  who  restored  the  law  to  its  former  statej  found  different 
readings  in  the  books,  and  adopted  those  which  the  majority  of 
copies  had,  because  they,  according  to  their  opinion,  exhibited 
the  true  readings.  In  some  places  they  wrote  down  one  word  in 
the  text  but  did  not  punctuate  it,  or  noted  it  in  the  margin  but 
omitted  it  from  the  text,  whilst  in  other  places  they  inserted  one 
reading  in  the  margin  and  another  in  the  text/'  Thus  far  is  his 
language. 

XIII.  Don  Isaac  AbravaneV  the  memory  of  the  righteous  be 
blessed,  refutes  them  in  his  introduction  to  Jeremiah  in  this 
manner,  and  these  are  his  words: — "The  opinion  wherein  all 
these  wise  men  agree,  and  their  conclusions,  are  far  from  being 
mine.  For  how  can  I  believe  with  mv  heart,  and  speak  with 
my  lips,  that  Ezra  the  scribe  found  the  book  of  the  law  of  God, 
and  the  books  of  his  holy  prophets,  in  an  unsettled  state  through 
obliterations  and  confusions  ?  Is  not  the  scroll  of  the  law  in 
which  one  letter  is  omitted  illegal  ?  How  much  more  must  it 
be  so  through  the  Keri  and  the  Kethiv,  which  are  found  in  the 
law,  since,  according  to  the  Keri,  many  letters  are  wanting  in 
the  law,  etc.?" 

XIV.  Again  he  says,  and  these  are  his  words,  ^'  Behold,  I 
ask  these  men  if,  according  to  their  prevailing  opinion,  the  Keri 
and  the  Kethiv  originated  because  they  [Ezra  and  his  associates] 
found  various  readings,  and  Ezra  was  not  sure  which  was  the 
right  one,  put  down  both  readings,  one  in  the  margin  and  the 
other  in  the  text,  if  it  be  so,  why  should  we,  in  ex^aining  the 
Scriptures,  always  follow  the  Keri  and  not  the  Kethiv  ?  And 
why  should  Ezra,  who  was  himself  doubtful,  always  put  the 
points  in  accordance  with  the  Keri,  and  not  with  the  Kethiv  ? 
And  if  he  meant  [to  give  preference  to  the  Keri]  he  ought  to 
have  inserted  the  Keri  in  the  text,  as  it  is  the  true  one  and 
agrees  with  the  points,  and  put  the  Kethiv  in  the  margin  because 
he  did  not  approve  of  it. 

XV.  "  Moreover,  if  the  obliterations  and  confiision  to  which 
the  books  were  subject  in  consequence  of  the  captivity  gave  rise 
to  it  [i.  e.y  the  Keri  and  the  Kethiv'] ,  it  ought  to  occur  accident- 
ally in  the  passage  which  happened  to  be  obliterated,  or  in  which 
[a  doubtful  reading]  was  found.    Whereas  thou  wilt  find  in  the 

law  of  God  in  the  section  ^  ^J'  that  the  Kethiv  is  D^^32i  ^^ 

i  Abravanel,  or  Abarbanel,  the  famous  statesman,  philosopher,  theologian, 
and  commentator  of  Spain,  was  bom  in  Lisbon  in  1437,  and  died  at  Venice  in 
1608.  For  a  list  of  his  works  on  Biblical  literature,  see  Alexander's  edition  of 
Kitto's  CychpcBdia^  8,v,  Abravanel. 

*  This  is  the  name  of  one  of  the  Sabbatic  lesson,  comprising  Gen.  xii.  1— 

cc2 
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and  the  Keri  is  D'^MSS  ^TD,  and  the  same  thing  occurs  a 
second  time.  Now  could  this  obliteration  or  confusion  always 
occur  in  this  word  ?  The  same  is  the  case  with  all,  e.  g.  7TW'1> 
which  is  written  twenty-two  times  ^^W,  and  occurs  only  once  as 
plene  in  Dent.  xxii.  19;  so  also  D*^TIDSD,  which  is  always  the 
Keri,  and  the  Kethiv  is  D'HirTO,  and  the  KeH  TO^SCT',  whilst 
the  Kethiv  is  always  HDlDttT*.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the 
thing  is  not  as  these  sages  thought,  and  may  the  Lord  forgive 
them  V 

XVI.  Abravanel,  therefore,  submits  that  the  true  account  of 
the  matter  is  as  follows : — *^  Ezra  the  scribe  and  his  associates 
found  the  books  of  the  law  entire  and  perfect,  but  before  be- 
taking himself  to  make  the  vowel  points,  the  accents  and  the 
division  of  verses,  he  examined  the  text,  when  he  found  words 
which,  according  to  the  genius  of  the  language  and  the  design 
of  the  narrative,  appeared  to  him  strange.  Hence  he  concluded 
that  this  must  have  originated  from  one  of  the  two  causes. 
Either  the  writer,  according  to  the  degree  of  inspiration  vouch- 
safed unto  him,  conveyed  by  these  anomalous  expressions  some 
of  the  mysteries  of  the  law,  and  therefore,  he  [Ezra]  did  not 
venture  to  expunge  anything  from  the  sacred  books.  Having 
thus  perceived  that  it  was  written  by  the  highest  wisdom,  and 
that  there  was  one  reason  or  another  why  the  words  were  some- 
times defective  or  plene,  and  why  the  phrases  were  anomalous, 
he  left  them  in  the  text  as  they  were  written,  and  put  the  Keri 
in  the  margin^  which  simply  explains  the  said  anomaly  in  accord- 
ance with  the  genius  of  the  language,  and  the  design  of  the 
narrative ;  and  of  this  nature  are  all  the  Keris  and  the  Kethivs 
in  the  Pentateuch.  In  like  manner  when  Ezra  found  the  word 
D*' vlDJD  which  denotes  heights,  and  which  conveys  no  meaning 
to  us,  he  put  in  the  margin  the  word  D*^*^iniD  emerods; 
and  this  is  also  the  case  with  the  word  JlDbU'tt^*^,  the  root  of 

xvii.  27.  According  to  an  ancient  custom,  the  Jews  to  the  present  day  divide 
the  Pentateuch  into  fifty-four  sections,  to  provide  a  lesson  for  each  Sahhath  of 
those  years  which,  according  to  the  Jewish  chronology,  have  fifty-four  Sahbaths, 
and  thus  read  through  the  whole  book  of  the  law  (mn)  in  the  course  of  every 
year.  Each  of  these  Sabbathic  sections  or  sidra  (vrtro)^  as  it  is  called  by  the 
«Jews,  has  a  special  name  which  it  derives  from  tne  first  or  second  word  with 
which  it  commences ;  and  Jewish  writers,  when  they  quote  a  passage  from  the 
Pentateuch,  instead  of  saying  it  occurs  in  such  and  such  a  chapter  and  verse, 
give,  as  in  the  instance  before  us,  the  name  of  the  Sabbathic  section,  because 
this  practice  obtained  prior  to  the  division  of  the  Bible  into  chapters  and  verses. 
A  full  description  of  these  Sabbathic  lessons,  as  well  as  of  the  manners  and 
customs  connected  therewith,  is  given  in  Alexander's  edition  of  Kitto's  Cydo- 
pcBifiaj  art.  "  Haphtara." 
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which  (vUti^)  is  used  with  regard  to  a  queen ;  he  therefore  put 
in  the  margin  H^lDti^**.  Or,  secondly,  Ezra  may  have  been  of 
opinion  that  these  anomalous  letters  and  words  were  owing  to 
the  carelessness  of  the  sacred  speaker  or  writer;  and  this  care- 
lessness on  the  part  of  the  prophet  was  like  an  error  which  pro- 
ceeded from  a  prince.  Ezra  had,  therefore,  to  explain  such 
words  in  harmony  with  the  connexion,  and  this  is  the  origin  of 
the  Keri  which  is  found  in  the  margin,  as  this  holy  scribe  feared 
to  touch  the  words  which  were  spoken  or  written  by  the  Holy 
Ghost.  These  remarks  he  made  on  his  own  account  in  order 
that  he  might  explain  such  letters  arid  words,  and  on  that  account 
put  them  in  the  mkrgin  to  indicate  that  this  gloss  is  his  own. 
And  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  [i.  e.,  Ezra  and  his  asso- 
ciates] received  the  text  in  such  a  state  from  the  prophets,  and 
the  sages  who  have  preceded  them.  Hence  if  you  examine  the 
numerous  Keris  and  Kethivs  which  occur  in  Jeremiah,  and  look 
into  their  connexion,  you  will  find  that  all  of  them  are  of  this 
nature,  viz.,  that  Jeremiah  wrote  them  through  mistakes  and 
carelessness,  etc.  Abravanel  has  a  great  deal  more  upon  this 
subject  in  his  introduction  to  Jeremiah:  "Hitherto  [he  says 
further  on]  we  have  shewn  that  the  Keri  with  the  Kethiv,  and 
the  Keri  without  the  Kethiv,  are  simply  explanations.  This  is 
also  the  nature  of  the  Kethiv  without  the  Keri.  When  Ezra  saw 
that  words  were  put  down  which  have  no  meaning,  according  to 
the  simple  sense  of  the  words,  he  did  not  point  them  to  indicate 
thereby  that  they  are  not  to  be  read.  From  this  you  learn  that 
the  books,  in  which  there  are  many  such  instances,  shew  that 
the  speaker  or  writer  was  deficient  in  the  manner  of  speaking^ 
or  in  his  knowledge  of  orthography.  Hence  you  find  in  Jere- 
miah alone  eighty-one  Keris  and  Kethivs,  and  in  the  books  of 
Samuel,  which  Jeremiah  wrote,  the  number  of  Keris  and  Kethivs 
rises  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-three ;  .  .  .  whilst  in  the  Penta- 
teuch, which  proceeded  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lord,  though  it 
is  four  times  as  large  as  the  book  of  Jeremiah,  there  are  com- 
paratively few,  only  sixty-five  Keris  and  Kethivs"  Thus  far  his 
words.  He,  in  like  manner,  counts  how  many  Keris  and  Kethivs 
occur  in  every  book  of  the  Bible,  in  order  to  shew  which  of  the 
prophets  was  more  conversant  with  the  laws  of  the  language. 
But  all  his  decisions  upon  this  subject  are  far  from  my  notions^ 
as  I  shall  presently  shew  in  refuting  him. 

XVII.  The  strictures,  however,  which  he  made  upon  Kimebi 
and  Ephodi  are  good  and  apposite,  and  I  shall  also  refute  these 
men  in  my  refutations  of  Abravanel's  decisions,  since  both  his 
decisions  and  the  opinions  of  Kimchi  and  Ephodi  are  mere  con- 
jectures, whereas  we  rely  solely  upon  the  Talmud,  which  we 
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acknowledge ;  for  the  heart  of  its  sages  was  as  large  as  the  door 
of  the  temple :  they  are  truth,  and  their  words  are  truth. 

XVIII.  Now  I  submit  that  Don  Abravanel  is  perfectly  right 
in  saying  that  Ezra  the  scribe,  and  his  associates,  found  the 
books  of  the  law  entire  and  perfect  just  as  they  were  originally 
written. 

XIX.  But  what  he  says  in  his  first  hypothesis,  beginning 
with  the  words,  "  Either  the  writer,  according  to  the  degree  of 
inspiration  vouchsafed  unto  him,  conveyed  bv  these  anomalous 
expressions  some  of  the  mysteries  of  the  law,'  etc.,  till  '*  he  put 
the  Keri  in  the  margin,  which  simply  explains  the  said  anomaly 
in  accordance  with  the  genius  of  the  language''  [compare  §XVI.], 
all  this  is  not  correct.  For  in  the  Talmud  we  learu  most 
distinctly,  "  R.  Ika  b.  Abaja  said  in  the  name  of  R.  Hannael, 
who  repeated  it    in   the  name  of  Rab,  What  is   meant   by 

vnpai  im'n  ^atir  cnttn  trmoo  n^^rh^  rnn  "iBDa  ifcnp^ 

[Neh.  viii.  8]  ?  [Reply].  The  words  ''they  read  in  book  in  the 
Law  of  God,'  mean  the  Hebrew  text,  the  expression  ttniTO 
denotes  the  Targum,  h^"^  Dltt^l  the  division  of  the  verses, 
whilst  M"^%1  13*»1*»1  signifies,  according  to  some,  the  dividing 
accents  (D'^5^  **pDQ),  and  according  to  others  the  Maasora. 
R.  Isaac  said,  the  pronunciation  of  certain  words  according  to 
the  scribes  (D^^QID  MISD),  the  emendations  of  the  scribes 
(D^QID  nilOy),  the  Ken  without  the  Keihiv  (p^rO  vh\  \np), 
and  the  Kethiv  without  the  Ken  (p'np  vh\  |l*»n3)  are  laws 
of  Moses  from  Mount  Sinai.  The  Mikra  Sopherim  (M^pD 
D'nsriD)  shews  how  to  read  D^nSD,  O^^if,  ^^M/  the  liur 
Sopherim  D'HDID  "ITIDV  is  shewn  in  I'lliyn  •^HM  [Gen.  xviii. 
5],  ^^n  nnW  [Josh.  ii.  16],  I^DMn  nnW   [Numb.  xii.  14], 

D^3:n3  *inM  o^ntir  *iaip  [Ps.  ixviii.  26],  ^m  ^nna  fripTS* 

'  That  is  to  say,  since  there  were  no  vowel  points  to  indicate  when  it  was 
pronounced  y^M  and  when  yxA  (in  pause) ;  or  to  shew  that  UW  and  Dnc^  have 
simply  dnal  forms  without  heing  duals ;  the  Sopherim  pointed  out  how  these  and 
many  other  words  are  to  he  read. 

"*  There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  what  is  meant  by  DnCfiD  ttV9  and  the 
examples  here  adduced  to  illustrate  it.  According  to  Rashi  on  this  passage  it 
denotes  the  idiomatic  construction  fixed  by  the  Sopherim,  which  necessitates  the 
writing  of  "majwi  ti«  and  not  vth  '^'Yjnjm,  and  is  called  troy  because  it  is  an 
improvement  of  or  ornament  to  the  style ;  according  to  others,  this  ornament 
of  style  (onBTD  ymrs')  consists  in  using  the  word  tih  at  all,  since  it  is  superfluous 
in  all  these  instances  given  in  the  Talmud,  as  we  could  very  well  say,  on©  itnp 
"jnia^rvt  DaaVnyo,  >p«m  tro^  roato  -ton,  trM-o,  whilst  according  to  the  Arwch,  as  given 
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[Ibid.,  xxxvi.  7],  the  Keri  without  the  Kethiv  (p*^rO  mVi  |'^'?) 
is  seen  in  ITlQ  [2  Sam.  viii.  3] ;  ttr»M  [Ibid.,  xvi.  23];  D'^Ml 
[Jer.  ixxxi.  38] ;  rh  [Ibid.,  1.  29]  j  nW  [Ruth  ii.  11];  "h^ 
[Ibid.,  iii.  5,  17]  ;  these  words  are  read  (t'^'np)  without  being 
written  in  the  text  (p*^n3  M71),  and  the  Kethiv  without  the  Keri 
(pnp  vh\  \l''r>a)  is  seen  in  M3  [2  Kings  v.  18]  ;  MMI  [Jer. 
xxxii.  11]  ;  "pT  [IHd.,  li.  3];  ttTDH  [Ezek.  xlviii.  16]  ;  DM 
[Ruth  iii.  12]  ;  these  words  are  in  the  text,  but  are  not  read 
[Nedarim,  37  6.] ."  Thus  far  the  Talmud.  The  expression  DM 
connected  with  iTlSQ!!,  some  say  occurs  in  Deut.  v.  31,  but  is 
not  true,  since  it  is  not  found  in  our  copies ;  nor  is  it  mentioned 
in  the  works  of  the  Massora.  The  Massora,  indeed,  does  enu- 
merate all  the  above-mentioned  examples  [as  given  in  the  Tal- 
mud], and  even  many  others,  but  does  not  give  DM  connected 
with  mSQJl,  it  only  gives  UN  as  connected  with  tl^MIl,  which 
is  found  in  Jeremiah  in  connexion  with  the  history  of  Zedekiah 
[xxxii.  11].  And  Rashi"  of  blessed  memory  also  says  that 
mST^n  DM  occurs  in  Jeremiah.  As  for  Itur  Sopherim  ("liwy 
CHDID)  see  below  in  my  reply  to  the  heretics  [§  XLIII.] . 

XX.  From  this  then  it  is  evident  that  the  whole  of  it  is  a 
law  of  Moses  from  Mount  Sinai,  and  that  Ezra  the  scribe  did 
not  put  the  Keri  in  the  margin  to  explain  anomalous  passages ; 
nothing  appeared  anomalous  to  Ezra,  nor  did  he  meet  with  any 
uncertainties  and  confusions;  for  the  whole  of  it  is  a  law  of 
Moses  from  Mount  Sinai,  as  stated  above. 

XXI.  Moreover,    I   object  to  AbravaneFs  assertion    that 

when  ''  Ezra  found  the  word  D*»TID3D,  which  denotes  heights, 
and  which  conveys  no  meaning  to  us,  he  put  in  the  margin  the 
word  D'^^lMTtD,  emerods ;  and  this  is  also  the  case  with  the  word 
nibati^*^,  the  root  of  which  P^'C^)  is  used  with  regard  to  a  queen, 
he  therefore  put  in  the  margin  TOID'C^'*^^  [vide  supra,  §  XVI.). 

XXII.  This  statement  is  not  correct,  since  we  are  distinctly 
told  in  the  Talmud :  "  Our  sages  submit.  All  the  verses  wherein 

below  in  §  XLIII.,  it  is  the  removal  of  a  superfluous  "»  which  has  crept  into  the 
text  in  all  these  instances  through  a  yitiated  provincial  pronunciation.  This  is 
the  general  opinion  of  critics  as  to  the  meaning  of  DnDiD  tra^.  Compare  Geiger, 
Urschrift  und  Uehersetzung  der  Bibel     Breslau:  1857.    p.  251,  etc. 

"  JRashi  is  that  celebrated  commentator  of  the  Old  Testament  and  the  Tal- 
mud, who  is  commonly  but  erroneously  called  Jarchi.  The  name  Bctahi  *  ttn 
is  a  contraction  of  ^pn^  TKfw  'an,  Bahbi  Solomon  Isaki  or  Itzchaki===M,  Solomon 
hen  Isaac.  He  was  bom  at  Troyes,  in  Champagne,  in  1040,  where  he  also  died, 
July  26th,  1105. 
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are  written  indecent  expressions^  decent  expressions  are  read  in 
their  stead,  e.g.,  n2aDttr>  instead  of  ti:hw^  [Deut.  xxviii.  30; 
Isa.  xiii.  16;  Jer.  iii.  2;  Zech.  xiv.  2]';  D^nimo  instead  of 
ah^Dif  [Deut.  xxviii.  27;  1  Sam.  v.  6,  9,  12;  vi.  4,  5,  17]; 
D'^jrm  instead  of  d'^D^H  [2  Kings  vii.  25;  xviii.  27;  Isa. 
xxxvi.  12] ;  dnMIS  instead  of  drmin  [2  Kings  xviii.  27  ;  Isa. 
xxxvi.  12] ;  QTthx^  ^"V^  instead  of  drf^^ntr  ^"^   [2  Kings 

xviii.  27;  Isa.  xxxvi.  12];  ni«21D*?  instead  of  nnW^na*?  [2 
Kings  X.  27,  compare  Megilla  25  b"] .''    And  Rashi  of  blessed 

memory  submits  that  the  expression  illS^^tl^  is  used  for  the 
cohabitation  of  dogs,  as  it  is  written  in  Nehemiah  [ii.  6] ,  where 

hS^  is  used  in  this  sense.  The  Aruch  too  explains  it  in  like  man- 
ner under  the  words  p^^SI,  whereas  HilDtt^  denotes  the  coha- 
bitation of  people  who  are  legally  married.  Hence  we  see  that  it 
is  not  as  Abravanel  maintains ;  that  d'^'liniD  did  not  originate 
from  our  ignorance  of  the  word  d'^vlDS^,  and  that  h^^  is  not 
used  in  connexion  with  a  queen.  Compare  Rosh  Ha-Shana,  4  a. 
XXIII.  I  am  not  going  to  reply  to  the  words  of  Abravanel 
in  his  second  hypothesis,  viz.,  ^'  that  the  anomalous  expressions 
are  owing  to  the  deficiency  of  the  writer  in  his  knowledge  of 
Hebrew  or  orthography,^'  for  I  am  amazed  that  such  a  thing 
should  have  proceeded  from  a  man  like  him  of  blessed  memory. 
How  can  any  one  entertain  such  an  idea  in  his  mind,  that  the 
prophets  were  deficient  in  such  matters  ?  If  it  really  were  so, 
then  Abravanel  of  blessed  memory  had  a  greater  knowledge  of 
Hebrew  than  they ;  and  for  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  believe  this. 
And  if  they  really  did  inadvertently  commit  an  error,  as  Abra- 
vanel insinuates,  how  is  it  that  the  prophet  or  the  inspired 
speaker  did  not  correct  it  himself?  Is  it  possible  that  eighty- 
one  errors  should  occur  in  the  Book  of  Jeremiah,  and  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  in  the  Book  of  Samuel,  which  Abra- 
vanel himself  has  counted,  and  has  shewn  was  written  by  Jere- 
miah ?  Can  we  entertain  the  idea  that  a  prophet,  of  whom  it  is 
said,  "Before  I  formed  thee  in  the  belly  I  knew  thee,  and  I 
ordained  thee  a  prophet  unto  the  nations"  [Jer.  i.  5],  should 
have  fallen  into  such  errors  ?  In  conclusion,  it  appears  that 
Abravanel  of  blessed  memory  had  not  seen  the  Talmud  on  this 
subject;  for  according  to  the  Talmud  there  is  neither  light  nor 
any  glimpse  of  light  in  what  he  submits.  It  may,  however,  be 
that  the  Don  of  blessed  memory  entertained  this  strange  opinion, 
not  because  he  was  unacquainted  with  the  Talmud,  but  because 
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he  followed  in  this  respect  the  steps  of  the  great  Babbi^  Rambam^' 
of  blessed  memory  (More  NebochimJ,  to  shew  his  ability  to 
account  for  it  without  the  Talmud. 

XXI.  If  an  objector  would  urge,  "  Behold  we  do  not  find 
in  the  Talmud  any  more  Keris  and  Kethivs,  Kethivs  toithout 
Keris,  Itur  Sopherim,  etc.,  besides  those  enumerated  above, 
whereas  the  Massora  gives  those  and  a  great  many  others,  I 
am  therefore  compelled  to  tell  thee,  that  in  the  last-mentioned 
cases  we  are  obliged  to  account  for  them  in  the  manner  of  Abra- 
vanel  of  blessed  memory ;  since  I  believe  that  all  those  which 
are  mentioned  in  the  Talmud  are  a  law  of  Moses  from  Mount 
Sinai,  but  not  the  others.^' 

XXV.  Now  though  it  is  true  that  the  Massora  does  indeed 
count  all  those  which  are  mentioned  in  the  Tract  Sopherim,  and 
a  great  many  more,  yet  this  presents  no  insurmountable  diflS- 
culty.  For  we  learn  in  the  Mishna  Sopherim,  vi.  4,  "  B.  Simon  b. 
Lakish  says  three  codices  [of  the  Pentateuch]  were  found  in 
the  court  of  the  temple,  one  of  which  read  V\yt2,  another  "^ItOJ^i 
and  the  third  k^'^n.  In  the  one  case  it  was  written  ^Tlhi^  TWJ^ 
Dip  [Deut.  xxxiii.  27],  and  in  the  other  two  n^lVD,  the  reading 
of  the  two  was  therefore  declared  valid,  whereas  that  of  the  one 
invalid.  In  one  copy  again,  ^Mltl^*^  ^^32  '^ItOl^t  7M1  was  found 
[in  Ex.  xxiv.  11],  and  in  the  other  two  "^S^^aN  7M1 :  the  reading 
of  the  two  was  declared  valid,  and  that  of  the  one  invalid.'^? 
Now  if  there  be  any  foundation  in  what  Don  Abravanel  said, 
that  the  reason  why  Ezra  did  not  venture  to  omit  anything  from 
the  books  of  God  is,  that  he  considered  them  to  be  written  by 
divine  wisdom,  this  cannot  escape  one  of  the  two  alternatives. 
Either  Ezra  knew  that  they  were  all  a  law  of  Moses  from  Mount 
Sinai,  or  that  they  were  doubtful  readings,  as  Kimchi  and  Ephodi 
maintained.  And  if  you  say  that  he  did  know  whether  they 
were  a  law  of  Moses  from  Sinai,  why  did  he  not  expunge  the 
reading  of  the  one  copy,  and  adopt  that  of  the  majority  of 
codices,  seeing  that  in  the  case  of  the  three  codices  found  in  the 
court  of  the  temple,  they  followed  the  majority  of  copies?  But 
you  will  perhaps  say  that  the  MSS.  were  equally  divided,  and 
that  he  could  therefore  omit  nothing,  but  was  obliged  to  put 
the  Keri  in  the  margin.     Then  let  such  an  one  shew  me  how  it 

•  Ramham  D^ao^i,  is  a  contraction  of  the  initials  of  pD*o  p  rroo  1  R.  Moses 
hen  Maimon  also  called  MaimonideSy  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  Jews  who 
lived  since  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  bj  Titus.  He  was  bom  March  30th, 
1135,  in  Cordova,  and  died  December  13th,  1204. 

f  The  whole  of  this  passage  in  the  Talmud  is  elaborately  discussed  by  Geiger, 
Urtchrift  und  Ueberaetzung  d&r  Bihel.    Breslau,  1857.    pp.  232 — 244. 
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is  possible  to  read  the  Pentateuch^  when  [according  to  the  Tal- 
mud] we  must  not  read  a  single  letter  which  is  not  written  in 
the  text.  How  can  it  enter  into  one's  mind  that  we  should 
read  the  Keri  which  Ezra  the  scribe  put  down  to  explain  the 
anomalous  text^  and  leave  out  the  textual  reading  which  was 
written  by  the  finger  of  God  ?  We  are  therefore  bound  to  be- 
lieve that  all  of  them  are  a  law  of  Moses  from  Sinai.  Now 
the  same  question  was  put  to  Rashba  of  blessed  memory, 
'*  How  can  we  read  d^niTO  instead  of  D*^  vIDJD,  and  nDiDtZ^ 
instead  of  T^j^HQJ^,  which  are  not  in  the  text  V  When  Kashba 
of  blessed  memory  answered  as  follows : — 

XXVI.  "  As  regards  thy  question,  '  Seeing  that  in  reading 
the  law  one  must  not  change  even  a  single  letter ;  how  can  the 

Prelector  read  nSUDty^  when  the  text  has  'n^hSOJ^,  or  substitute 
another  reading  in  any  other  passage  for  what  is  in  the  text, 
seeing  that  all  the  Kethivs  in  the  law  are  according  to  the  Mas- 
sora,  and  not  according  to  the  Keri  ?' 

XXVII.  "  The  answer  is,  that  it  is  a  law  of  Moses  from  Sinai, 
as  it  is  written  in  Tract  Nedarim  [37  A],  'the  pronunciation  of 
certain  words  according  to  the  scribes  (D'HDID  M*1pD),  the  emen- 
dations of  the  scribes  (D^HDID  "1110^),  the  Kethivs  without  the 
Keri,  and  the  Keri  without  the  Kethivs,  etc.,  are  all  a  law  of 
Moses  from  Sinai.' "     From  this  it  is  evident  that  the  interro- 
ga^tor  did  not  know  that  it  was  a  law,  since  Rashba  informed 
him  that  it  was  so ;  and  now  seeing  that  it  is  a  law  of  Moses 
from  Sinai,  there  can  be  no  more  any  question  about  it.     See 
moreover  that  even  Rashba  of  blessed  memory  supported  him- 
self therein  on  the  above  quotation  from  Nedarim,  in  spite  of 
there  being  a  great  many  more  Keris  and  Kethivs  than  those 
enumerated  in  the  Talmud,  as  already  stated  before.     If  these 
were  doubtful  readings,  why  were  they  not  enumerated  with 
the  three  doubtful  readings  in  Sopherim  [vi.  4]  ?     Seeing  then 
that  there  are  no  more  than  these,  it  is  evident  that  the  others 
were  not  doubtful,  for  if  they  were  doubtful  they  [the  Sopherim] 
would  in  these,  as  in  the  former  instances,  have  followed  the 
majority  of  MSS.,  and  not  have  put  them  in  the  margin,  as  we 
have  stated  above. 

XXVIII.  There  is  then  no  more  difficulty.  As  to  Don 
Abravanel's  remark,  ''  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  [i.e.,  Ezra 
and  his  associates]  have  received  it  [i.e.,  the  Keri]  from  the 
prophets  and  the  sages  of  bygone  days.''  To  this  I  reply,  choose 
one  of  the  two  positions.  If  you  say  that  they  have  received 
it  from  the  prophets  and  sages  of  bygone  days,  then  this  cannot 
escape  one  of  the  two  alternatives.     Either  it  [the  Keri]  was  a 
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law  of  Moses  from  Sinai^  and  they  [the  prophets  and  sages]  told 
him  [Ezra]  that  it  [Me  Ken\  ought  to  be  so,  or  they  did  not 
tell  him  that  such  and  such  readings  were  a  law  of  Moses  from 
Sinai.  If  they  have  not  told  him  that  such  and  such  a  reading 
is  a  law  of  Moses  from  Sinai,  then  he  clearly  knew  it  already 
that  it  [the  marginal  reading]  ought  to  be  so  [in  the  correct 
one],  since  it  was  received  so  from  the  prophets.  And  if  it  be 
so,  what  then  does  Abravanel  mean  by  saying  that  the  sacred 
scribe  was  afraid  to  touch  any  of  the  words  which  were  spoken 
by  the  Holy  Ghost?  Moreover  there  is  another  objection  [to 
be  urged] .  If  it  be  so  that  they  have  received  it  so  from  the 
prophets  and  sages  of  bygone  days,  why  have  not  the  prophets 
and  sages  themselves  corrected  it  ?  We  are  therefore  bound  to 
conclude  that  the  Keri  and  the  Kethiv  are  both  a  law  of  Moses 
from  Sinai,  as  we  have  proved  above  from  the  Talmud  [Nedarim 
37*.] 

XXIX.  As  to  what  Abravanel  said  in  his  first  hypothesis, 
"  that  the  writer,  according  to  the  degree  of  inspiration  vouch- 
safed unto  him,  conveyed  by  these  anomalous  expressions  some 
of  the  mysteries  of  the  law,  and  therefore  Ezra  did  not  venture 
to  expunge  from  the  sacred  books,*^  this  is  certainly  true,  as  the 
great  Rabbi  Ramban^  of  blessed  memory,  the  chief  of  the  later 
Kabbalists,  has  propounded  it  in  the  Introduction  to  his  Com- 
mentary  on  the  Pentateuch  (vide  in  loco).  And  for  this  very 
reason  I  am  all  the  more  astonished  at  Don  Abravanel  of  blessed 
memory,  how  he  could  afterwards  declare  that  it  is  a  doubtful 
matter,  ascribing  in  his  second  hypothesis  carelessness  to  Jere- 
miah, because  of  the  anomalous  expressions  in  1tt^D3  TS\t\1 
tTr\  riDMtt^  [Jerem.  ii.  24],  the  Keri  in  the  margin  being  rTC^D3 
fern.,  as  is  evident  from  the  usage  of  the  language.  Whereas  in 
fact  this  is  one  of  the  mysteries  of  the  law  connected  with  the 
Levirate  law,  and  the  initiated  know  it. 

XXX.  Thus  we  learn  from  these  and  similar  arguments  that 
the  Keri  without  the  Kethiv  and  the  Kethiv  without  the  Keri, 
and  all  the  Massoretic  statements,  are  a  law  of  Moses  from 
Sinai,  and  not  as  the  afore-mentioned  sages  propound,  which  is 
evident  from  the  Talmud  [Nedarim  37  i]  quoted  above. 

XXXI.  We  do  indeed  find  in  many  places  that  the  Talmud 

*  Ramhan  ]*  yen  is  the  acrostic  of  pn:  p  rroo  »ai  Babhi  Moses  hen  Nackman^ 
also  called  Nachmanides^  and  Nachmani^  and  Moses  Oirondi.  This  distinguished 
Talmndist,  Kabbalist,  and  commentator,  was  bom  about  1195,  and  died  about 
1270.  His  Commentary  on  the  PentcOeuch^  to  which  allnsion  is  here  made,  has 
recently  been  republished  in  The  Pentateuch  with  the  Bahbinic  Oommentariee, 
Five  vols.  4to.  Vienna,  1859.  For  his  other  works  connected  with  Biblical 
literature,  see  Alexander's  Edition  of  Kitto's  CycU^posdia^  art.  Nachmanides. 
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differs  from  the  Massora,  as  we  see  in  Tract  Nidda  [33  a]  where 
Om«  Mttrum  [Levit.  iv.  10]  is  written  iW:Xr\  without  the  •^. 

XXXII.  Tossafoth*"  thereupon  remarks,  "  It  is  strange  that 
the  reading  of  the  Massora  is  plene/'  and  concludes  that  the 
Talmud  in  fact  does  sometimes  differ  from  the  Massora,  as  we 
find  in  Sabbath  [55  A]  on  the  sons  of  Eli,  where  D'n^3J??2 
[1  Sam.  ii.  24]  is  quoted.  And  this  is  the  remark  of  the 
Talmud:  [query]  '*  Is  not  the  reading  D^H^'SyQ?  Whereupon 
R.  Hannah  b.  E.  Ishmael  said  the  reading  is  0*1*^13^* ' 

XXXIII.  Now  Rashi  of  blessed  memory  remarks  on  this 
passage,  *'  1  cannot  understand  how  this  sage  is  here  cited,  for 
I  am  of  opinion  that  the  whole  passage  is  spurious,  and  that  he 
never  said  it,  since  the  reading  of  the  most  trustworthy  codices 
is  D'n'^SyQ  plene,  and  since  it  is  not  mentioned  in  the  great 
Massora,  where  all  the  words  in  which  the  "^  is  written  (H^TO) 
but  not  read  f^p),  are  enumerated  and  summed  up.  Besides 
the  whole  question  is  irrelevant,  as  the  meaning  of  D'H'^iS^  is 
not  to  transgress,  but  to  circulate  a  report,  and  this  is  what  Eli 
said,  '  No,  my  son,  it  is  not  a  good  report  which  I  hear  the  people 
of  God  circulate  about  you ;'  D'H'^aVD  is  the  plural,  and  refers  to 
rnrf  DJ^,  and  not  to  '^bv  *^22j  who  were  the  transgressors  them- 
selves, and  did  not  make  others  to  transgress."  Thus  for  his 
language. 

XXXIV.  Tossafoth  again  comments  thus  upon  the  passage; 
and  this  is  its  language :  '^  Our  Talmud  differs  Arom  our  copies 
of  the  Bible,  which  read  D'H^SyO,  and  we  find  a  similar  difference 
in  the  Talmud  Jerushalmi  on  Samson,  where  it  has,' And  he  judged 
Israel  (D'^XD"1M)  forty  years ;'  whereas  our  copies  of  the  Bible 

^  Tossafoth  mCDin  denotes  those  additwns  or  supplementary  glosses  to  Kashi's 
Commentary  on  the  Talmud  which  are  found  along  with  the  commentary  of  Rashi 
in  every  edition  of  the  Talmud.  The  disciples  of  Rachi  finding  that  the  exposi- 
tions of  their  master  might  be  extended  and  improved,  set  about  to  continue  his 
work  of  exposition  immediately  after  his  death,  filling  up  every  gap,  and  using 
up  every  scrap,  which  their  immortal  teacher  left.  Their  reverence  for  him, 
however,  was  so  great  that  they  would  not  put  down  their  opinions  in  an  inde- 
pendent manner,  but  denominated  them  mocnn  additions^  and  hence  they  derived 
the  name  Tossafoths,  The  first  Tossafoths  consisted  chiefly  of  Rashi's  own  rela- 
tions, his  two  sons-in-law,  R.  Meier  b.  Samuel  and  R.  Jehudidi  b.  Nathan,  called 
by  way  of  abbreviation  Ribam  (]  an=|n3  p  rmrr  ^,  his  three  grandsons 
R.  Isaac,  R.  Samuel,  and  R.  Jacob  Tafti,  sons  of  R.  Meier,  who  are  respectively 
called  from  their  initials  Biham  (D"'3n=T«D  p  jiffiy  'an),  MasKbam  {uym=^ 
•VKO  p  bwra©)  and  iJ.  Tarn,  and  lastly  R.  Isaac  ben  Asher  of  Speier,  called  Biba 
(»*3n=TDM  h  prrr  'ai),  also  a  relative  of  Rashi's.  Comp.  Graetz,  OeschtchU  der 
Juden,  vol.  vi.,  Leipzig,  1861,  p.  170,  and  vol.  vii.,  Leipzig,  1863,  p.  129,  etc. 
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read  (D*^*^tl^y)  twenty  years  [Judges  xvi.  31];  hence  it  seems 
that  the  Philistines  feared  him  [i.e.,  Samson]  twenty  years  after 
his  death/' 

XXXV.  To  me  it  appears^  however,  that  there  is  no  diffi- 
culty in  it ;  for  what  the  Talmud  speaks  about  Samson  refers  to 
the  Midrashic  interpretation,  viz.,  "  Why  is  the  verse,  that  he 
judged  Israel  twenty  years,  repeated  twice?  R.  Acha  answered. 
Prom  this  we  see  that  the  Philistines  feared  him  [i.e.,  Samson] 
twenty  years  after  his  death  just  as  they  did  twenty  years  before 
it,  and  this  makes  forty  years.''  Hence  the  Talmud  does  not 
say.  Why  is  it  written  in  the  text,  "  he  judged  Israel  forty 
years  ?"  but  simply  "  he  judged  forty  years,"  that  is  according  to 
the  Midrash.  And  now  everything  comes  out  right  when  thou 
lookest  into  it. 

XXXVI.  Now  I  wonder  at  Bashi,  who  was  versed  in  the 
Massora  and  adopted  the  Massoretic  conclusions,  as  we  have 
seen  in  the  above  quotation  from  the  Tract  Sabbath  [55  A]  on 
the  sons  of  Eli,  where  he  argues  from  the  Massora  against 
R.  Hanna,  and  concludes  that  the  said  passage  in  the  Talmud 
is  spurious — that  he  should  in  various  places  entertain  opinions 
contrary  to  those  of  the  Massora.  Thus,  for  instance,  he  writes 
is  his  Commentary  on  Gen,  xxv.  6,  "The  reading  is  QHfiOQ 
without  the  •^,  to  shew  that  it  was  only  one  concubine,  i.e., 
Hagar,  who  was  identical  with  Kethora,  according  to  the  opinion 
of  Bereshith  Rabba/'  He  also  remarks  on  Numbers  vii.  1,  that 
the  reading  is  J173  and  not  m^S ;  whereas  we  are  most  dis- 
tinctly told  in  the  Massora  that  D^tl^3v*^D  in  Gen.  xxv.  6  and  in 
Esther  ii.  9j^  is  plene  in  both  cases,  and  the  minor  Massora 
tells  us  that  ]117!D  in  Numb.  vii.  1  is  plene. 

XXXVII.  And  again  Rashi  remarks  in  his  Commentary  on 
the  Pentateuch,  the  reading  is  fTHtD  [Deut.  vi.  9]  in  order  to 
shew  that  even  if  a  door  has  only  one  post,  it  requires  a  m^zu^ 
zah*  Now  I  wonder  at  this,  for  we  find  in  the  Massora  that  it 
is  written  with  a  1  between  the  t  and  the  ]1.  Rashi,  however, 
adopts  the  opinion  of  Rabbi  Meier  in  Menachoth,  34  a,  where 
we  learn,  "  R.  Papa  happening  to  call  at  the  house  of  Bar  Samuel 
saw  there  a  door  which  had  only  one  post  on  the  left  side,  and 

•  rrmo  with  the  Jews  denotes  the  piece  of  parchment  on  which  Is  written 
Deut.  vi.  4^9;  xi.  13 — 21,  which  they  regard  as  containing  the  injunction  to 
inscribe  on  the  door-posts  the  words  of  the  law.  This  slip  of  vellum  thus 
written  upon  is  then  enclosed  in  a  cylindrical  tube  of  lead,  cane,  or  wood,  and 
to  the  present  dav  is  nailed  to  the  right  door-post  of  every  door.  A  detailed  de- 
scription of  this  institution  is  given  by  Maimonides,  Jod  Ha-Chezdka^  HUchoth 
Mezttzahf  vol.  i.,  p.  93,  etc.,  ed.  Immanuel  Athias,  Amsterdam,  1702.  Joreh 
Deah,  §  285 — 292 ;  and  Alexander's  edition  of  Kitto's  Oycilqpcedia,  $,  v,  Mezuzah. 
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yet  had  a  mezuzah,  and  asked^  According  to  whom  is  this  ?    Ac- 
cording to  Rabbi  Meier  [was  the  reply].     Whereupon  it  was 
asked^  Where  is  this  remark  of  Rabbi  Meier?    [Reply]  We  find 
that  a  house  which  has  a  door  with  only  one  post.  Rabbi  Meier 
says  it  ought  to  have  a  tiiezuzah^  but  the  sages  say  it  onght  not. 
[Query]  What  is  the  reason  of  the  sages  ?     [Reply]   Because 
the  text  has  JlYTitQ  in  the  plural  [thus  shewing  that  two  posts 
were  required.      Query.]    And  what  is  the  reason  of    Rabbi 
Meier  ?     [Reply.]  For  we  learn  that  it  is  JlWRD  plural,  whence 
I  see  that  it  cannot  be  less  than  two ;  and  when  il*lT1tt2  is  again 
mentioned  in  another  verse  where  it  is  superfluous,  it  is  to  teach 
us  that  it  is  •vn*-)  •^n«  "nin;  and  every  ^1-1  "inW  *nm  is  de- 
signed to  diminish  [the  number  of  posts]  so  as  to  have  a  me- 
zuzah.     Thus  says  Rabbi  Ishmael,  etc.  [upon  which  Tossafoth 
remarks]  and  accordingly  it  would  appear  that  the  reading  is 
nWtD  plene  with  two  Vavs,  and  not  defective  with  one  Vav ; 
and  this  is  the  remark  of  Rabbi  Ishmael,  who  says  that   the 
text  is  of  paramount  importance,  i.e.,  that  we  must  explain  it 
according  to  the  written  text  just  as  we  find  in  Sanhedrim,  4  b, 
in  the  case  of  JllDlOlO.     But  the  fact  is  that  we  cannot  infer 
anything  from  this ;  since  we  find  Rabbi  Akiva,  who  maintains 
that  the  marginal  reading  is  of  primary  consideration,  i.e.,  that 
we  must  be  guided  by  the  Keri  as  in  the  case  of  JllDlOCD,  yet  he 
himself  admits  that  text  is  of  paramount  importance.^' 

XXXVIII.  Again,  in  Sabbath,  103  b,  we  find  Rabbi  Jehudah  b. 
Bethira  says: — "The  Scriptures  used  OrPDDDI  [Numb.  xxix.  19] 
with  regard  to  the  second  day  of  the  feast  of  tabernacles,  rt^DDSI 
[ibid,,  verse  31]  with  regard  to  the  sixth  day,  and  DtDDtt^QD 
[ibid.,  verse  33]  with  regard  to  the  seventh  day,*  whence  we 
obtain  the  final  D  [of  the  first],  the  '^  [from  the  second],  and  the 
final  D  [from  the  third  word];  and  have  therein  an  intimation 
from  the  law  about  the  ceremony  of  pouring  out  water  on  this 
festival.  Whereas  Rashi,  of  blessed  memory,  reads  [Sncca,  46  A] 
DlODtt^DD  in  connexion  with  the  eighth  day  of  the  festival  [i.  e., 
at  the  end  of  verse  37],  and  lODttMDD  in  connexion  with  the 
seventh  day  [i.  e.,  at  the  end  of  verse  33]  .**    Now  Tossafoth 

'  These  words  also  occur  in  connexion  with  the  other  days  of  the  feast,  but 
without  the  letters  in  question ;  and  as,  according  to  the  Talmudic  laws  of 
exegesis,  no  superfluous  letter  is  ever  used  in  the  Bible  without  its  having  a 
recondite  meaning  (compare  Ginsburg^s  Commentary  on  EccLedastea.  Longman, 
1861,  p.  30,  etc.),  these  three  letter&have  been  combined  into  D*D  vxxter, 

*  The  passage  must  have  been  altered  since  the  day  of  the  Tossafoth,  and 
made  conformable  to  the  present  text  of  the  Bible,  as  in  my  copy  of  the  Talmud 
there  is  no  difference  between  Rashi  and  the  Massoretic  text. 
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criticizes  Rashi^  and  these  are  the  words  of  Tossafoth:  ''We 
read  DtOStZ^S  on  the  seventh  day^  as  is  evident  from  Taamith, 
2  b^  and  from  the  larger  Massora^  and  not  as  Rashi,  who  reads  it 
on  the  eighth  day/*  Thus  far  the  remark  of  Tossafoth.  More- 
over, in  Menaehoth,  34  6,  Rasbi,  of  blessed  memory,  does  not 
animadvert  upon  the  Tdmud,  which  reads  differently  from  the 
correct  codices,  as  he  animadverted  in  connexion  with  the  sons 
of  Eli  \vide  supra,  §  XXXIII.],  and  yet  these  are  the  words  in 
Menachoth:    '^The  sages  propound,   ^  Rabbi  Ishmael   said  in 

JlDtOIIob  ilDlOlob  ilDlOlob,  the  four  compartments  [in  the  phy- 
lactery] are  indicated.''*  Thus  far  the  words  of  the  Talmud. 
In  the  correct  codices,  however,  as  well  as  in  the  book  Tagi,  the 

reading  is  as  follows,  J1D10107  [in  Deut.  vi,  8;  xi.  18]  and 
JlDt01t07\  [Exod.  xiii.  16],  but  there  is  no  1  between  the  D  and 
the  T\ ;  yet  I  myself  have  seen  an  ancient  codex  in  which  Deut. 

xi.  18  was  also  written  Jl£)t01t07,  with  a  1  after  the  first  10.  Still 
we  may  rely  upon  the  authors  of  the  Tossafoth,  since  they  saw 
the  book  Tagi,  and  know  more  thoroughly  about  plene  and  defeC' 
tive  than  we  know.     The  Tossafoth  on  Menachoth  observes  as 

follows:*'  "In  Deut.  vi.  8  and  xi.  18  the  reading  is  JlStOlOv,  and 
in  Exod.  xiii.  16  ]lDtO*1lOv1,  according  to  the  correct  codices, 
but  there  is  no  1  between  the  Q  and  Jl,"  and  asks,  "  How  then 
can  a  dual  be  made  out  of  it  ?"     If  we  could  apply  to  it  the 

exegetical  rule  l^tmm  ]'1D'^D1?D'1  "^TS^^  it  would  be  all  right, 
but  we  find  it  only  applied  to  letters  at  the  end  and  beginning 
of  words,  but  not  in  the  middle.  Thus,  for  instance,  D'TO  TyTS 
"^Dil  [Zebachim,  24  6],  the  first  X^  is  taken  over  from  DT?2  to  *1Dn 
[making  it  "IQilD  D^] ;  so  also  in  Baba  Bathra,  111.  In  Dfinil 
inMtl^*?  ^^h^(l  n«  [Numb,  xxvii.  11],  the  T  is  taken  from  the 
end  of  m^ro,  and  the  7  from  the  beginning  of  1"1b^tl^7,  and 

"  The  word  rsxm  occurs  only  three  times  (Exod.  xiii.  16;  Deut.  vi.  8; 
xi.  18);  in  two  instances  it  has  no  1  (Dent.  vi.  8 ;  xi.  18),  and  in  the  third  (Exod. 
xiii.  16),  there  is  a  i  after  the  first  ID,  i.  e.,  nooiTD ;  hence  R.  Ishmael  regards  it 
as  a  dual,  and  makes  of  the  three  words  four^  to  obtain  the  four  compartments 
in  the  phylacteries.  As  the  limits  of  a  note  do  not  permit  of  a  detailed  descrip- 
tion of  these  compartments,  we  must  refer  to  Alexander's  edition  of  Kitto's 
CydoptecUa,  art.  "  Thylateries,"  for  it. 

*"  As  Jacob  ben  Chajim  has  somewhat  abbreviated  this  quotation  from 
Tossafoth,  and  made  it  difficult  thereby  to  translate,  I  have  translated  the  whole 
of  it  as  found  in  the  Talmud. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


400  Introduction  to  the  Rabbinie  Bible.  [July, 

made  into  a  separate  word  17,  i.  e.,  17  llbW  JlSrD  DUTVSV 
To  this  Rabbi  Taam  replies,  the  first  1  of  nDtD1tO*?1  [t.  e.,  the 
copulative]  is  taken  from  the  beginning  of  the  word  and  put 

between  the  T\  and  S,  thus  reading  Jl1Dt01t07,  as  we  find  it  in 
Baba  Meziah  [54  A.]  on  V*?y  Hl'^imDn  ^U^  [Lev.  xxvii.  27], 
where  the  1  is  taken  firom  ^0*^1,  converted  into  the  allied  letter 
•>,  and  put  between  the  Jl  and  1  of  IH'^tyDH,  thus  reading 
Vil'^ty^On-     But  Tossafoth  objects  to  this  explanation  on  the 
ground  that  the  Talmud  asks  further  on,  '^  If  this  can  be  done, 
let  us  apply  it  also  to  the  things   devoted   to  the   sanctuary, 
where  it  is  written  131  nniT^n  vp^  [Lev.  xxvii.  15]  V     And 
the  answer  is,  "  Even  if  you  take  away  the  1  fi*om  ^D^,  and  put 
it  to  the  end  of  H'^tt^^H,  it  would  only  be  Ifl'^ttW^n  [making 
no  plural] .''     But  now  [if  Rabbi  Taam's  principle  of  applying 
this  exegetical  rule  be  right]  we  might  put  the  1  in  the  middle 
of  the  word,  so  as  to  obtain  Jll'^tl^Wl  plural.     It  is  therefore 
evident  that  we  never  put  the  letters  except  at  the  end  of  a  word, 
as  is  the  case  with  all  the  instances  which  I  have  adduced/' 
Thus  for  the  words  of  Tossafoth.     Rashi,  of  blessed  memory, 
too  quotes  the  same  principle    [in  his  commentary  on  Baba 
Meziah,  64  ij,  that  we  only  add  to  the  beginning  and  end  of 
words,  but  that  in  the  middle  the  letters  must  remain  as  they 
are,  vide  in  loco.     And  we  cannot  urge  in  such  a  case  that  we 
cut  up  the  Scriptures  with  too  sharp  a  knife,  as  it  is  urged  in 
all  other  places,  because  it  cannot  be  called  cutting  except  when 
the  words  are  displaced,  as  it  is  remarked  there  [i.  e.,  in  Baba 

Bathra,  111]  in  connexion  with  the  verse  Ifl^TO  HM  DrUUI 
[Numb,  xxvii.  11]  against  Rabbi  Abja,  who  wanted  to  do  it,  and 
Rabba  said  to  him,  "  Thou  cuttest  the  Scriptures  with  a  sharp 
knife.'^     Thus  far  his  reply. 

XXXIX.  It  appears  difficult  to  me,  that  when  we  are  dis- 
tinctly told  in  the  Talmud  [Megilla,  25  A],  "The  sages  say  that 
all  passages  which  are  written  in  the  law  in  indecent  expressions, 
are  rendered  decent  by  the  Keri,  as,  for  instance,  n^lDtt^  instead 
of  1i:hw^  [Deut.  xxxviii.  13';  Isa.  xiii.  16;  Jer.  iii.  2;  Zech. 

xiv.  2];  D'nintD  instead  of  trhiQV  [Deut.  xxviii.  27;  1  Sam. 
V.  6,  9,  12;  vi.  4,  5,   17];  the  Massora  should  only  give  six 

instances  where  the  Kethiv  is  D^blDV,  and  the  Keri  D^IIITO* 
and  omit  the  one  which  occurs  in  1  Sam.  vi.  12;  and,  indeed,  all 
our   best  codices  do  the   same.      Now  I   cannot  account  for 
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this  in  any  other  way  except  in  the  manner  already  stated 
above,  viz.,  that  the  Talmud  is  sometimes  at  variance  with  the 
Massora. 

XL.  In  Bereshith  Rabba,  on  Ttt^Q21  Tntt^  niD«*?  [Psalm 
cv.  22J  Rabbi  Idai  remarks  the  Kethiv  is  YW  without  a  "^  [i.  e,, 
in  the  singular],  and  that  it  refers  to  Potiphera.  Now  the  diflS- 
culty  is  that  we  do  not  find  this  "^  omitted  in  any  codex ;  nor  is 
it  mentioned  in  the  large  Massora  among  the  number  of  fifty- six 
passages  where  the  *^  is  omitted  in  the  text  and  found  in  the 
Keri ;  and  there  is  no  way  of  accounting  for  this  again  except  as 
I  accounted  for  the  manner  of  the  Talmud,  viz.,  that  it  difiers 
firom  the  Massora. 

XLI.  It  is  very  surprising  that  we  find  Rashi,  of  blessed 
memory,  and  Saadia  Gaon,*  giving  Keris  and  Kethivs  which  are 
not  to  be  found  in  any  copies  of  the  Massora.  Thus,  for 
instance,  Rashi,  of  blessed  memory,  in  his  commentary  on 
'^JinJl  Cn2li}  Tnn  [Psalm  cxUv.  2]  remarks  that  in  his  copy 
the  Keri  was  VnPTil*  and  the  Kethiv  ^Jinn»  and  I  carefully  looked 
for  it,  but  could  not  find  it  in  the  great  Massora  numbered  among 
the  eighteen  words  in  which  the  1  is  omitted  at  the  end  of  the 
word.  And  this  again  is  the  language  of  Rabbi  Saadia  Gaon 
on  Daniel  xi.  5,  "  The  Keri  is  ^'naiD  and  the  Kethiv  I'nPDD-'' 
Now  I  carefully  examined  the  Massoretic  books  in  all  the  places 
where  the  letters  are  changed,  but  could  not  find  it;  and  my 
difficulty  is  [to  imderstand]  how  these  Gaonim  could  overlook 
the  Massora,  for  according  to  the  Massora  which  we  have,  their 
statements  are  incorrect.  However,  they  [Saadia  and  Rashi] 
are  much  wiser  than  we  who  are  as  it  were  blind  men  in  a 
window,  compared  with  them. 

XLII.  For  some  time  I  was  in  great  perplexity ;  seeing  that 
the  ways  of  the  Talmud  are  diflTereut  from  those  of  the  Massora, 
as  we  have  shewn  above  in  the  instance  of  plene  and  defective, 
according  to  whom  [I  asked  myself]  are  we  then  to  write  the 
scrolls  of  the  law,  since  what  is  lawful  according  to  the  one  is 
unlawful  according  to  the  other  ?  At  the  first  thought  it  would 
seem  that  we  ought  to  write  our  scrolls  according  to  the  Talmud, 
since  we  have  taken  it  upon  ourselves  [to  follow  its  authority] , 
and  since  they  [i.  e,,  the  authors  of  the  Talmud]   were  better 

'  ScKidia  Gaon  (p«a  mso)  ben  Joseph  Ha-JPithomi^  the  celebrated  philosopher, 
commentator,  and  translator  of  the  Bible  into  Arabic,  was  bom  at  Fajum,  in 
Upper  E^3rpt,  a.d.  892,  and  died  in  942.  It  is  somewhat  strange  that  Jacob  ben 
Chajim  should  name  him  after  Rashi,  who  lived  so  much  later.  The  title  Gaotij 
which  denotes  excellency^  was  given  to  those  who  were  the  spiritual  heads  of  the 
Jewish  community. 
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versed  in  the  Massora^  as  well  as  in  plene  and  defectivei  than  we 
are.  Nevertheless,  we  find  that  Rashi,  of  blessed  memoi^, 
draws  objections  from  the  Massora  against  our  Talmud,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  sons  of  Eli,  and  even  declares  that  the  statement 
in  the  Talmud  that  the  Kethiv  is  D^'^iS^  is  a  mistake,  as  we 
have  shewn  above  \vide  9upra,  §  XXXIII.] .  The  authors  of  the 
Tossafoth  too,  raise  objections  *from  the  Massora  against  the 
Talmud,  and  make  the  Massora  their  basis,  as  will  be  seen  in  the 
sequel  from  a  quotation  in  TVact  Jebamoth  \yide  infra^  §  XLV.] 
Now  if  the  Massora  were  not  their  basis,  they  would  not  have 
argued  from  it  against  the  Talmud.  But  since  we  see  that 
though  they  were  later  than  the  Talmudists,  and  yet  made  the 
Massora  their  basis  to  argue  from  it  against  the  Talmud,  it  is 
evident  that  we  too  must  act  according  to  the  Massora.  And, 
indeed,  this  is  the  reason  why  the  codices  and  the  corrections 
of  the  scrolls  are  all  according  to  the  Massora;  and  of  a  truth 
the  men  of  the  great  synagogue  [i.  e.,  the  authors  of  the 
Massora]  are  of  great  authority,  and  fully  worthy  that  we  should 
rely  upon  them.  And  though  Bashi,  as  we  have  seen,  sides  with 
Rabbi  Meier  in  the  Talmud,  in  the  case  of  flWlD,  against  the 
Massora,  taking  the  Kethiv  as  fffiltD,  as  we  have  stated  above 
[vide  supra,  §  XXXVII.],  and  in  many  other  cases,  yet  we  also  see 
that  in  other  places  he  argues  from  the  Massora  against  the 
Talmud,  as  I  have  shewn  in  this  section. 

XLIII.  As  to  the  heretics,  there  is  no  foundation  in  the 
charge  which  they  prefer  against  us,  that  we  have  wilfully 
altered  and  changed  the  Law,  which  they  derive  from  the  Itur 
Sopherim  (D'nDID  *11toy)>  the  Tikun  Sopherim  (D'HDID  pp'^n)> 
Keri  and  Kethiv,  etc.,  because  by  Itur  Sopherim  is  not  meant 
that  they  {i.e.,  the  Scribes)  have  removed  the  \  but  what  is  said 
in  the  Aruch  under  ^moV;  and  this  is  its  language:  '^'^ltO'^1^ 
D'nDID  denotes  removal,  as  the  Chaldee  renders  T\D  mS  [1  Ki. 
xxii.  44]  by  T\t^^  VO;  and  so  we  find  iuGittim,  86,  the  nature 

of  the  bill  of  divorce  is  "I'^JTI  y^Q,  «.  e.,  discharged  and  sepa- 
rated.   Now  it  appears  that  the  villagers  were  at  first  not  par* 

ticular  in  reading  the  Scriptures,  and  read  DD27  nVDI  [Gten. 

xviii.  5];  I'^'^ayn  '^n«*^  p«rf.];  0*^2312  inwi  o^ttr  n^ip  [Ps. 

Ixviii.  24];  Hin  Dinn  T^Stt^DT  hv<  ^^TO  "fnpnS:  they 
committed  blunders  at  that  time,  thinking  that  these  were  the 
correct  readings  because  they  seemed  to  be  so.  Whereupon  the 
Sopherim  came  and  removed  these  Vavs,  and  the  reading  became 
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again  ^•^ayn  ^TTtk,  U^^^^l  ^TTA,  rrr\  mnn  T^DttrO;  and 

when  it  was  seen  that  the  Sopherim  had  removed  these  Vavs,  the 

words  thus  corrected  were  denominated  Itur  Sopherim  i^MS^V 

lynO'lD).  Rabbi  Isaac  therefore  came  and  propounded  that 
they  (f .  e.,  these  restored  readings)  are  those  received  by  Moses 
on  Sinai.   And  even  up  to  the  generations  nearer  that  time  they 

blundered  and  read  *^D  hv  V^"^  ^  [Exod.  xxxiii.  13]  when 
the  Sopherim  decreed  that  it  should  be  read  without  a  Vav, 
Thus  far  his  language. 

XLiIV.  Thus  it  is  evident  that  they  [i.e.,  the  Sopherim] 
made  no  wilful  changes.  But  if  they  [i.  c,  the  heretics]  will 
persist  in  it  in  spite  of  the  Oaon  [i.  c,  of  what  the  author  of  the 
Aruch  says],  we  can  repel  them  with  the  power  of  argument  as 
follows.  Can  any  man  believe  that  if  one  intends  to  make  wilful 
alterations  and  changes  he  would  say,  See  what  wilful  changes 
I  have  made,  especially  in  the  Prophets?  Yet  we  find  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Massora  is,  "Five  words  are  Itur  Sopherim,  etc.; 
eighteen  words  are  Tikun  Sopherim.''  Now  if  they  had  intended 
to  make  wilful  changes,  they  would  surely  not  have  proclaimed 
what  they  have  changed,  and  said,  "  Eighteen  words  are  Tikun 
Sopherim,  as  given  in  the  MechilthaJ  Moreover,  the  Sopherim 
made  no  changes  nor  corrections,  th^y  only  submitted  that  the 
text  ought  originally  to  have  been  so  and  so ;  but  is  veiled  in  other 
expressions  out  of  respect  to  the  Shechina,  as  you  will  find  out  by 
examining  the  subject.  The  same  is  the  case  with  the  Keri  and 
the  Kethiv :  they  [«.  e.,  the  Sopharim]  point  out  what  they  have 
altered  if  you  choose  to  characterize  them  as  alterations ;  we  of 
the  class  of  believers,  however,  believe  that  they  all  are  [the 
original  readings]  a  law  of  Moses  from  Sinai,  including  the 
Tikun  Sopherim,  But  even  if  you  were  still  to  insist  that  the 
Sopherim  did  make  alterations,  the  alterations  in  question  neither 
raise  nor  lower  the  points  upon  which  the  heretics  rest.  Consult 
also  the  history  of  Ptolemy  the  king,  and  you  will  see  that  the 
thirteen  instances  where  they  made  changes,  they  state  the  reason 
why  they  have  made  these  iterations,  and  what  these  alterations 
are.  In  conclusion,  the  heretics  can  have  nothing  to  say  in  this 
matter. 

XLV.  But  for  the  men  of  the  Great  Synagogue  who  restored 
the  crown  to  its  ancient  state,  as  it  is  written,  "  They  read  in 

9  The  MeehiUM  vrfyyo  is  a  Midrashic  exposition  of  Exodns  xii. — xxxiii.  20, 
attributed  to  R.  Ishmael  ben  Elisha,  who  flourished  in  the  first  century  of  the 
Cbriatian  era.  For  his  rules  of  interpretation,  and  influence  on  Biblical  exegesis 
see  Alexander's  edition  of  Kitto's  CyciopcBdia^  $,  v,  Ishmael  ben  Elisha. 

D  D   2 
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the  law  of  God/'  etc.  pSfehem.  viii.  8],  see  Nedarim  as  quoted 
above  [§  XIX.],  we  should  have  walked  about  as  blind  men, 
and  as  those  who  are  smitten  with  blindness,  and  could  not  have 
found  any  correct  codex,  nor  any  scroll  of  the  Law  upon  which 
we  could  rely.  Thus  we  could  not  have  known  whether  a  word 
has  the  1  conjunctive  or  not  but  for  the  Massora,  as  Tossafoth 
remarks  on  this  subject  in  connexion  with  the  Levirate  law 
(Jebamoth,  106  b),  where  "  Rabbi  Abaja  says  the  one  who  sends 

a  letter  of  divorce  must  not  pause  after  the  i^hr  and  thus  read 
"^l*^  PQM^  since  this  might  convey  the  idea  that  he  wants  to  marry 
her,  etc.    Now  R.  Ashai  found  R.  Kahara,  who,  being  perplexed 

about  it,  read  *^2*'  HIM  k^vT  with  1  conjunctive;  whereupon 
the  former  said  to  him.  Have  you  not  heard  what  Rabe  said 
upon  this  subject  ?  R.  Kahana  answered  him.  In  this  case  Rabe 
himself  yields."' 

XL VI.  Tossafoth  remarks  thereupon,  and  this  is  its  lan- 
guage, *^In  the  correct  codices  it  is  PDM  is7  without  the  "h 
and  this  is  also  evident  from  the  Massora  [which  says],  "M7 
rUM  occur  together  three  times,  viz.,  ^n^Trti^il  TVST  fllM  VO 
[Deut.  X.  10];  T)!*^  PQW  vh  [ibid.  xxv.  7];  and  vh  hir\)ir 
^h  mM  [Ps.  Ixxxi.  12];  and  in  two  other  passages  it  commences 
the  verse,  and  is  with  the  1  conjunctive,  viz.,  p?TD  POM  M71 
[Deut.  xi.  30];  and  DV*?!  hi^  :Kl\ifh  Tr\7T^  HIM  vh\  {ibid. 
xxiii.  6]."  It  also  occurs  in  two  other  passages  of  the  same 
kind,  not  mentioned  in  the  Massora,  viz.,  in  connexion  with 

Saul,  rh:^  «Un2  raw  M^  [l  Sam.  xxxi.  4],  and  in  the  case 
of  Jephthah,  m«  vh)  rhll>  1«1D  "f^D  *?«  Din  [Judges  xi. 
17].  Thus  far  the  language  of  Tossafoth.  You  can  see  now 
that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Massora  we  should  not  have  known 

whether  to  read  ni«  i^h  or  h^i^  vh)  [in  Deut.  xi.  30].  But 
finding  in  the  Massora  that  HIM  M 7  occurs  three  times,  and 
that  the  passage  in  question  is  counted  among  them,  it  is  evident 

that  the  reading  was  not  niM  M71  with  a  \  Indeed  innumer- 
able examples  might  be  adduced  which  are  like  it.  Again,  the 
Massora  enumerates  a  certain  word  which  is  in  so  many  instances 

preceded  by  mS  but  in  none  of  them  by  M7l,  or  vice  versd ;  and 

'  The  allusion  to  Rabe  arises  from  the  circumstance  that  he  laid  no  weight 
on  a  pause.    Compare  Jebamoth,  cvi.  6. 
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so  all  the  rest.  The  same  is  also  the  case  with  JlM  and  JlMI* 
as  for  instance  n«  rrtWian  n«  ^DDH  flMI  antH  ]n«  "fM 

nneyn  n«i  '^^Tin  ]n«   h)ra  [Numb.  xxxi.  22],  upon 

which  the  Massorites  remark :  "And  the  sign  is  ^"^^^^^  MaJTT 
the  gold  belongs  to  the  king,"  and  the  meaning  is,  that  this 
passage  ought  to  be  so,  for  there  are  two  passages  which  take 
this  1  before  the  second  and  the  last  nouns,  whilst  the  re- 
maining  ones  have  no  copula,  viz.,  the  passage  before  us  and 

•^Dti^m  ^nn  •^msn  •^awan  'n'iDwm  •^nnn  [Joshua  ix.  i]. 

Now  the  meaning  of  this  [Massoretic  sign]  is  that  MITTT,  the 
gold,  which  indicates  the  passage  beginning  with  antTT  HM  ^M 
[Numb.  xxxi.  22],  is  similar  in  construction,  and  belongs  to 
^"^yyty^  the  king,  which  indicates  the  passage  73  JTlDtl^D  '^rPI 

G^yTGn  [wherewith  the  verse  in  Joshua  ix.  1  begins].  From 
this  you  can  see  the  beautiful  and  laconic  style  of  the  Massorites^ 
for  thereby  they  make  known  to  us  how  the  passage  is  to  be 
read  and  written.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the  Massorites,  how 
could  we  tell  when  we  find  it  written  '^iWarn  '^^I^IDMHI  *^]l*^nn 
"^t^norn  whether  it  is  right  or  wrong?  The  same  is  the  case 
with  plene  and  defective,  since  with  us  the  Keri  and  Kethiv  are 
of  paramount  importance,  although  there  is  a  dispute  as  to 
which  of  them  should  be  made  the  basis  [in  expounding  the 
text],  e,g,,  in  Pessachim,  86  b,  where  the  question  is  about 

73^^^  ITTM  n*Oa  [Exod.  xii.  46],*  and  the  similar  case  in  con- 
nexion  with  the  feast  of  tabernacles,  where  we  have  flDOa  ]l3Da 
ni!3lDa  [Succoth,  6  b]  ;*  and  many  other  examples  might  be 

'^  A^  the  Kethiv  is  b3kr  pensive j  and  the  Keri  V^  active,  two  inferences  are 
dedaced  therefrom  in  the  Talmud.  R.  .Tehndah  maintains  that  the  man  who 
partakes  of  the  passover,  he  must  eat  it  (^)  in  one  place  ("irw  n*ai),  but  that 
the  passover  itself  may  be  dirided,  and  a  part  of  it  may  be  eaten  by  another 
company  in  another  place ;  basing  his  argument  upon  the  Keri  VSk^  he  mast  eat 
it  at  one  place.  Whereas  R.  Simeon  maintains  that  the  passover  itself  it  must 
be  eaten  (^)  in  one  place  (tttm  nm),  and  cannot  be  divided  between  two  dif- 
ferent companies  in  different  places,  though  the  man  himself,  after  having  eaten 
his  passover  at  home,  may  go  to  another  place  and  partake  of  another  company's 
passover ;  basing  his  argument  upon  the  Kethiv  b^,  it  nmst  be  eaten  in  one  place. 

*  The  word  rroTDa  occurs  three  times  in  the  Pentateuch  (twice  in  Lev.  xxiii. 
42,  and  once  in  ver.  43) ;  in  two  cases  (Lev.  xxiii.  42)  it  is  defective,  *.  e.,  without 
the  1,  and  in  the  third  instance  it  is  plene,  i.  e.,  with  the  i.  Now  upon  the  saying 
of  the  Rabbins  that  a  tabernacle  must  have  two  whole  walls,  and  the  third  may  be 
a  partial  one  to  be  a  legal  tabernacle,  R.  Simeon  remarks  that  it  must  have  three 
entire  walls,  and  that  the  fourth  may  be  a  partial  one,  to  constitute  it  a  taber- 
nacle according  to  the  law.    This  difference  of  opinion  the  Talmud  explains  by 
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adduced  ou  this  subject  fvide  Tossafoth  ou  Succa).  This  also 
obtains  by  the  mai^nal  readings  which  are  not  in  the  text,  the 
Kametz  and  Patiach,  and  other  things  of  a  similar  kind^  which 
alter  the  sense,  and  of  which  there  are  numerous  examples. 
Again  also  in  the  point  of  the  numbers  of  passages  which  the 
Massora  gives,  saying,  "  There  are  three  or  four  or  more  /'  from 
all  this  we  learn  many  different  laws  and  explanations.  Thus, 
for  instance,  when  it  is  said  in  the  Massora  on  the  word  Jl^^lZ^tTQ 
that  it  b^ns  the  verse  in  three  verses,  and  the  passages  are 

«"11  nnt^Mna  [Gen.  i.  1];  U^p^rV  nhy2  nmrfcTQ  [Jerem. 
xxvii.  1];  and  TX^plfS  D^ho^O  finiTkna  [ibid,  xxviii.  1],  it  throws 
light  upon  what  is  said  in  the  Talmud,  where  it  is  declared, 
^^  Ood  wanted  to  reduce  the  world  again  to  void  and  emptiness, 
because  of  the  wicked  Jehojakim,  but  when  He  looked  upon  the 
people  of  his  time,  His  mind  was  appeased :  God  wanted  to  reduce 
the  world  again  to  void  and  emptiness,  because  of  the  }>eople  ot 
Zedekiah^s  time,  but  when  He  looked  upon  Zedekiah,  his  mind 
was  appeased  [Erachim,  17  a]  .^    Again  we  read  in  the  Massora, 

"TTa*^  occurs  three  times,  viz.,  "^"IMn  p  D*»r77M  7H*^  [Gen. 
i.  4];  STpn'?  nnnO  "1tir«  D^^n  pi  hxi>^  [ibid.  i.  7];  and 

rOSn  '^IIH  T)1  TH'^  [l  Chron.  XXV.  1].  Now  it  is  said  in 
the  Talmud,  "Whoso  [in  the  Havdalah]''  mentions  the  separa- 
tions [of  God}  must  not  mention  less  than  three,  and  more  than 

saying  that  the  sages  foUow  the  spelling  nocu,  rODi,  raos,  which  makes  /our 
(since  two  are  in  the  singular  and  one  in  the  plural) ;  one  of  these  four  represents 
the  commandment  itself,  shewing  that  we  must  have  a  mo,  and  the  remaining 
three  indicate  the  three  walls,  one  of  which  is  allowed  by  the  Ualacha  to  be  partial. 
Whereas  R.  Simeon  follows  the  pronunciation,  which  is  alike  plural  in  all  the 
three  instances,  and  hence  obtains  six.  He  then  takes  ouq  of  these  three  (i.  6., 
of  the  plurals)  to  indicate  the  commandment  respecting  the  feast  itself,  and  the 
remaiumg  two  plurals,  being  four  in  number,  he  refers  to  the  four  walls  of  the 
n3D,  one  of  which  may,  according  to  the  Halaoha,  be  partial. 

*  The  Massoretic  enumeration  of  these  three  passages  suggests  an  explana- 
tion of  the  passage  in  the  Talmud,  where  J^.  xxvii.  1  and  xxviiL  1  are  con- 
nected with  Gen.  L  1,  shewing  that  God  wished,  in  those  cases  where  wovra 
is  used  to  destroy  the  work  of  the  first  n^ttMra.  May  not  this  striking  illustration 
also  suggest  the  design  of  the  Massora  in  its  first  origin  ? 

''  HavdcHdh  rby:in  is  the  name  of  the  prayer  which  the  Jews  to  this  day  oflfer 
on  Sabbath  evening  at  the  ^oing  out  of  the  Sabbath  and  coming  in  of  the  week 
day.  The  last  benediction  m  this  prayer,  in  which  occur  the  passages  referred 
to  in  the  Talmud,  is  as  follows:  p  Vr6  «rip  p  Vnaan  oVwn  -fjo  ^anbH  *> nw  pa 

Blessed  he  the  Lord  our  Oody  king  of  the  umver$ey  who  hast  made  a  dutineOou 
between  the  holy  and  the  common,  between  light  tmd  diarhnesa^  hetiMtn  Israel  md 
the  other  nations,  between  the  seventh  day  and  the  othtf  six  days  of  work;  bksssd 
be  thou,  O  God,  who  hast  made  a  distinctton  between  the  holy  and  1M  common! 
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seren.  (Query)  To  say  not  more  than  seven  is  right,  because 
seven  separations  are  instanced,  and  there  are  no  more ;  but  why 

should  there  be  not  less  than  three?  (Reply)  Because  TTS**! 
occurs  three  times ;  and  as  the  first  separation  was  between  the 
Sabbath  and  the  week  days,  therefore  must  the  three  separations 

be  mentioned  at  the  close  of  the  Sabbath,  viz.,  "^U^ 7  11M  pS 

hnrh  linp  p  and  a^vh  hirW^^  p,  the  fourth  sepa- 
ration which  is  mentioned  on  this  occasion,  viz.,  "^i^lti^n  DV  Tl 

rrcryon  ^^^  nnwh,  is  included  in  h)rh  )irtp  p,  and  is 
simply  repeated  in  order  to  make  it  agree  in  sense  with  the 
concluding  betiediction^^  [Pessachim,  103  b,  104  a].  Again  we 
read  in  the  Massora,  "  TDJIB  occurs  four  times,  and  the  pas- 
sages are  pnTlD  'h:^  h^)  [Numb.  xix.  15];  "hi^  mnS  ^HTW 
am  [Job  xxix.  19];  OTDi  mnS  13p  [Psalm  v.  10];  and 
mnO  *^3p2  IJlDti^N  [Jerem.  V.  16];"  and  these  four  correspond 
to  the  four  laws  or  different  distinctions  which  obtain  with  regard 
to  an  earthern  vessel,  viz.,  when  it  has  a  hole  [hinD]  through 
which  the  water  runs  into  it,  the  law  is  that  it  must  not  be  used 
for  consecrating  therein  the  water  of  sin-offering,  thus  answering 

to  mjlD  ^h^  721  [Numb.  xix.  15],  yet  it  is  still  a  vessel  with 
respect  to  the  growing  of  plants.  But  if  the  hole  is  so  large 
that  a  small  root  can  be  put  through  it,  then  it  is  clean  for 
growing  therein  plants,  for  when  a  plant  grows  in  a  vessel  which 
has  a  hole,  it  is  no  longer  subject  to  defilement,  thus  answering 
to  nVlD  "^tt^ltt^  [Job  xxix.  19];  yet  it  is  still  a  vessel  with 
respect  to  olives.  If  the  hole,  however,  is  so  large  that  an  olive 
can  pass  through  it,  then  it  is  clean  [or  not  subject  to  defile- 
ment], thus  answering  to  031*^3  mJlD  *l3p  [Ps.  v.  10],  for 
what  amounts  to  eating  is  the  size  of  an  olive ;  yet  it  is  still  a 
vessel  with  respect  to  pomegranates.  But  if  the  hole  is  so  large 
that  a  pomegranate  can  pass  through  it,  then  it  is  no  longer 
subject  to  any  defilement,  and  thus  answers  to  TT\r\Q  ^TlDti^MT 
[Jerem.  v.  16],  that  is  to  say,  when  the  vessel  has  a  hole  through 
which  a  pomegranate  can  pass,  it  is  like  a  heap  of  rubbish,  for 
it  is  no  longer  regarded  as  a  vessel.*  Many  of  the  Massoretic 
signs  are  used  for  such  explanations  in  cases  without  number ; 
some  of  them  are  dispersed  through  the  book  Mordecai,  and  in 

*  Things  in  a  vessel  are,  according  to  the  Talmud,  subject  to  defilement.  If 
the  vessel,  however,  happens  to  have  a  hole,  then  it  all  depends  upon  the  size  of 
this  hole,  the  definition  of  which  is  the  subject  of  discussion.  Compare  Maimo- 
nides,  lad  Hd-Chesaka^  HUchoth  Kdim,  section  iiv.,  vol.  iii.,  p.  350. 
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the  Theological  Decisions  of  the  Ram.,  where  the  latter  defines 
what  is  meant  by  the  word  ^^ai^H,  which  theMassora  says  occurs 
twice,  viz.,  •>3iy2D  "^Ti^Tl  [Song  of  Songs,  v.  7],  and  Sn  "^TOn 

^jyhtl  [Prov.  xxiii.  35]  (by  a  comparison  of  these  two  passages) 
vide  in  loco.  In  fact  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  whenever  the 
Massorites  state  the  numbers  7  or  4  or  10  or  3,  they  are  designed 
for  some  great  purpose,  and  are  not  useless.  All  this  shews  the 
great  sanctity  of  our  holy  law,  and  that  the  parallels  are  not 
without  design.  Moreover  when  the  Massora  makes  the  remark 
in  Chaldee,  there  is  a  reason  for  it,  which  will  be  found  upon 
examination.  For  this  reason  I  have  collected  all  that  I  could  find 
of  their  remarks  in  the  Massoretic  books  which  I  possess,  col- 
lated it  and  put  it  in  these  twenty-four  sacred  books,  arranging 
everything  in  its  proper  place,  and  repeated  it  again  in  the  larger 
Massora,  so  that  it  can  be  easily  found.  I  might  have  written 
more  largely  upon  this  subject,  and  shewn  the  use  of  all  the 
Massoras,  and  supported  it  by  proofs,  but  it  would  have  been 
too  lengthy,  and  the  perusal  of  it  a  weariness  to  the  flesh. 

XLVII.  When  I  saw  the  great  benefit  which  is  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  larger  Massora,  the  smaller  Massora,  and  the 
great  Massora,  I  apprised  Mr.  Daniel  Bomberg  of  it,  and 
shewed  him  the  advantage  of  the  Massora.  Whereupon  he  did 
all  in  his  power  to  send  into  all  the  countries  in  order  to  search 
what  may  be  found  of  the  Massora :  and,  praised  be  the  Lord, 
we  obtained  as  many  of  the  Massoretic  books  as  could  possibly 
be  got.  The  said  gentleman  was  not  backward,  and  his  hand 
was  not  closed,  nor  did  he  draw  back  his  right  hand  from  pro- 
ducing gold  out  of  his  purse  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  books, 
and  of  the  messengers  who  were  engaged  to  make  search  for 
them  in  the  most  remote  corners,  and  in  every  place  where  they 
might  possibly  be  found. 

XLVIII.  And  when  I  examined  these  Massoretic  books,  and 
mastered  their  contents,  I  found  them  in  the  utmost  disorder  and 
confusion,  so  much  so  that  there  was  not  a  sentence  to  be  found 
without  a  blunder,  that  is  to  say,  the  quotations  from  the  Mas- 
sorites  were  both  incorrect  and  misplaced ;  since  those  copies  [of 
the  BiMe]  in  which  the  Massora  was  in  the  margin,  it  was  not  ar- 
ranged according  to  the  order  of  the  verses  contained  in  the  page. 
Thus,  for  instance,  if  a  page  had  five  or  six  verses,  the  first  of  which 
began  with  *^^k^'n,  the  second  with  IX^X  the  third  with  Pff),  the 
fourth  with  n7\l^'n,  the  fifth  with  Iti^ni,  the  Massora  began  with 
n^tlT'^l,  the  fourth  verse  («.  e.,  12  H^'H,  the  word  tlhtif"^ 
occurs  twenty-two  times);  then  followed  Hi%  the  remark  on  the 
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second  verse  {i.e.,  12  IX^^),  fiudthen  the  fifth  verse  (V'lO  Iti^H)) 
without  any  order  or  plan ;  and  most  of  them  were  written  in  a 
contracted  form  and  with  ornaments^  so  much  so  that  they  could 
not  at  all  be  deciphered,  as  the  desire  of  the  writer  was  only  to 
embellish  his  writing,  and  not  to  examine  or  to  understand  the 
sense.     And  in  most  of  the  copies,  for  instance,  there  were  four 
lines  [of  the  Massora]  on  the  top  of  the  page  and  five  at  the 
bottom,  as  the  writer  would  under  no  circumstances  diminish  or 
increase  the  number.     Hence,  whenever  there  happened  to  be 
any  of  the  alphabetic  Massora,  or  if  the  Massoretic  remark 
[belonging  to  a  certain  page]  was  lengthy,  he  split  it  up  in  the 
middle  or  at  the  beginning,  and  greatly  introduced  abbreviations 
80  as  to  obtain  even  lines.     Now  when  I  observed  all  this  con- 
fusion I  shook  my  lap  [i.  e.,  bestirred  myself],  in  the  first  place 
to  arrange  all  the  Massoras  according  to  the  verses  to  which  they 
belonged,  and  then  to  investigate  the  Massoretic  treatises  in  my 
possession,  apart  from  those  which  were  written  in  the  margin 
of  the  Bibles.     Wherever  an  omission  or  contraction  occurred 
[in  those  copies  of  the  Bible  which  had  the  Massora]  in  order 
to  obtain  even  lines  or  four  lines  [of  Massora]  at  the  top  [of  a 
page  in  the  Bible]  and  five  at  the  bottom,  I  at  once  consulted 
the  Massoretic  treatises,  and  corrected  it  according  to  order :  and 
wherever  I  found  that  the  Massoretic  treatises  differed  from  each 
other,  I  put  down  the  opinions  of  both  sides,  which  will  be 
found  in  the  margin  of  this  Bible  published  by  us,  with  the 
Massora,  the  word  in  dispute  being  marked  to  indicate  that  it  is 
not  the  language  of  the  Massora :  and  whenever  I  took  excep- 
tion to  the  statement  of  a  certain  Massoretic  treatise  because  its 
remark  did  not  h.irmonize  with  the  majority  of  the  copies  of  the 
Massora,  whilst  it  agreed  with  a  few,  or  whenever  it  contradicted 
itself,  or  where  there  was  a  mistake,  I  made  a  careful  search  till 
I  discovered  the  truth  according  to  my  humble  knowledge ;  but 
sometimes  I  had  to  leave  it  in  uncertainty,  and  for  this  reason 
there  will  be  found  many  such  in  the  margin  of  this  Bible  which 
we  printed.   The  Lord  alone  knows  how  much  labour  I  bestowed 
thereon,  as  those  will  testify  who  saw  me  working  at  it.   As  to  the 
revision  of  the  verses,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to  do 
it  correctly  without  knowing  the  whole  Scriptures  by  heart,  and 
this  is  far  from  me.     But  for  a  certain  book  called  Concordance, 
the  author  of  which  is  the  learned  R.  Isaac  Nathan,/  who  lived 

^  The  exact  year  in  which  R.  Isaac  Nathan,  the  author  of  the  first  Hebrew 
concordance,  was  born  cannot  now  be  ascertained.  He  composed  this  gigantic 
work  between  the  year  1437  and  1445 ;  the  editio  princeps  referred  to  by  Jacob 
b.  Chajim  appeared  in  1523. 
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some  forty  jesn  ago,  and  which  was  published  in  our  printing- 
c^&ce  at  Venice,  I  could  not  have  corrected  the  yers^.  This  is 
a  precious  work;  it  embraces  all  the  points  of  the  Holy  Bible, 
and  explains  all  the  sacred  Scriptures  by  stating  all  nouns  and 
▼erbs  with  their  analogous  forms,  and  giving  at  the  heading  of 
every  noun  and  verb  an  explanation,  saying  the  meaning  of  the 
word  is  so  and  so,  or  branches  out  in  such  and  such  a  manner, 
and  comments  upon  each  one  separately.  It  also  marks  the 
division  of  each  chapter,  and  the  number  of  chapters  in  every 
prophetical  book,  and  tells  in  which  chapter  and  verse  every 
woi^  occurs,  f .  f .,  verse  4,  20,  or  80,  thereby  any  word  wanted 
may  easily  be  found.     Aiid  if  a  verse  has  four  or  five  verbs  or 

nouns,  e,  g.,  ^TX^D^  "^  721*1,  you  will  find  it  quoted  under 

72,  under  T,  and  under  HDl,  so  that  if  you  only  remember  one 
word  of  the  verse,  whether  a  verb  or  noun,  you  will  easily  find 
the  required  passage  under  the  root  of  the  verb  or  noun.  The 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  this  book  is  indescribable ;  without 
it  there  is  no  way  of  examining  the  references  of  the  Massora, 
since  one  who  studies  the  Massora  must  look  into  the  verse  which 
the  Massora  quotes,  and  which  without  a  concordance  would 
take  a  very  long  time  to  find,  as  you  might  not  know  in  which 
prophet  the  passage  referred  to  occurs,  and  if  you  knew  the  pro- 
phet, you  might  still  not  know  the  chapter  and  verse.  Besides, 
all  the  world  is  not  so  learned  in  the  Scriptures.  Whosoever 
has  this  concordance  does  not  require  any  more  the  lexicon  of 
Kimchi,  for  it  contains  all  the  roots,  whereunto  is  added  an 
index  of  all  the  verses  in  the  Bible :  none  of  them  is  wanted. 
In  conclusion,  without  it  I  could  not  have  done  the  work  which  I 
have  done. 

XLIX.  Seeing  that  the  Massora  was  too  large  to  be  printed 
entire  in  the  margin,  I  have  not  repeated  the  Massoretic  remark 

after  it  has  been  given  once.  Thus,  for  instance,  H /tt^l  occurs 
twenty-two  times :  I  enumerated  the  passages  in  the  remark  on 

the  words  TtSS^Tl  HM  HVC^  [Gen.  viii.  8],  and  when  I  after- 
wards came  again  to  the  word  HvlU^,  in  another  place,  I  did 
not  repeat  all  these  references,  having  given  them  once  before, 
but  simply  said  the  Massoretic  remark  will  be  found  in  section 
n3.^  As  the  prophetic  books  are  large,  every  prophet  having  on 
an  average  twenty-five  chapters,  my  labour  would  have  been  in 
vain  if  I  had  simply  said  the  word  is  found  in  such  and  such  a 

'  ro  ig  the  title  of  one  of  the  Sabbathic  lessons  comprii^g  Gen.  vi.  9 — xi  33 ; 
vide  supra,  §  XV.,  p.  887. 
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prophet^  since  the  reference  could  not  be  found  without  great 
exertion,  and  the  student  would  soon  hare  grown  weary  and  left 
it  off  altogether.  I  have,  therefore,  adopted  the  division  of  the 
chapters  which  B.  Isaac  Nathan  made,  and  said  it  occurs  in  such 
and  such  a  prophet  and  in  such  and  such  a  verse.  Had  I  at 
that  time  the  Massoretic  division  of  the  chapters  on  the  whole 
Bible  I  would  have  preferred  it,  but  I  did  not  get  it  till  I 
had  almost  finished  the  work.  I  have,  nevertheless,  published  it 
separately,  so  that  it  may  not  be  lost  to  Israel. 

L.  To  make  the  Massora  perfect  I  was  obliged  to  re*arrange 
and  correct  the  larger  Massora,  for  it  was  impossible  to  print  it 
in  the  margin  of  the  Bible,  and  I  have  therein  adopted  the 
alphabetical  order  of  the  Aruch,  to  facilitate  the  reader.  More- 
over, all  that  we  have  printed  of  the  larger  Massora  in  the  margin 
of  the  Bible,  I  have  also  repeated  a  second  time  in  the  great 
Massora,  which  I  arranged  alphabetically  according  to  the  exam- 
ple of  the  Aruch,  but  did  not  give  it  again  entire ;  I  have  only 
repeated  the  beginning  of  the  remarks.  Thus,  for  instance,  I  said, 
"•>  to  ItiT"*),  the  wordltl^l,  occurs  fifteen  times,  as  you  will  find 
in  such  and  such  a  prophet  and  passage ;"  the  same  is  the  case 
with  other  observations  which  I  have  omitted,  and  this  I  have 
done  designedly.  Let  an  illustration  suffice.  If  the  student  will 
examine  a  page  of  a  prophetical  or  any  other  book  of  the  Bible, 
he  will  find  that  it  has  generally  ten  or  eleven  verses ;  that  there 
is  not  a  verse  which  is  without  a  Massoretic  remark  on  a  word 
or  more,  and  that  the  smaller  Massora  notes  every  word  upon 
which  there  is  any  Massora,  and  says  it  occurs  four,  thirteen,  or 
fifteen  times;  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  print  the  whole 
Massora  which  belongs  to  that  page;  hence,  when  there  are 
ten  words  on  it  which  belongs  to  the  Massora,  I  only  give  four 
or  five  at  most,  as  the  space  of  the  page  does  not  admit  of  more. 
Now  the  student  not  knowing  whether  it  is  given  in  another 
place,  or  where  to  look  for  it,  might  think  that  this  Bible  has 
not  all  the  Massora  which  belongs  to  it.  I  have,  therefore,  been 
obliged  to  indicate  in  the  root  of  the  word  in  the  great  Massora 
in  what  part  it  is  printed  in  such  and  such  a  prophet,  and  with 
what  sign.  I  have  also  been  obliged  to  repeat  and  state  in  the 
larger  Massora  many  of  the  Massoretic  remarks  which  the 
former  editors  have  omitted  in  many  places,  because  the  page 
happened  to  be  just  as  large  as  was  required  for  printing  the 
other  matter.  You,  therefore,  find  it  many  a  time  stated  in  the 
margin  of  the  Bible  MJllI  D^l  1D^3,  the  Massora  on  this 
passage  is  in  the  great  Massora,  Wherever  also  the  Massoretic 
remarks  belonging  to  a  certain  page  were  so  large  as  to  render 
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it  impossible  to  give  them  in  their  proper  place,  which  was  too 
narrow^  or  wherever  there  were  the  alphabetic  remarks  of  the 
great  Massora  which  belonged  to  the  same  page,  I  always  noted 
in  the  margin,  "  this  is  one  of  suck  and  such  an  alphabet y  and  is 
noted  in  the  great  Massora  under  such  and  such  a  letter/'  so  that 
the  student  may  easily  find  it.  And  you  must  not  be  astonished 
to  find  in  the  Massora  such  language  as,  "  it  is  noted  in  second 
or  first  Samuel,  or  second  Kings,  or  second  Chronicles,'^  or  to 
see  Ezra  and  Nehemiah  separated ;  for  the  author  of  the  con- 
cordance who  divided  the  law,  prophets,  and  hagiographa,  into 
chapters,  also  divided  Samuel,  Kings,  and  Chronicles  respectively 
into  two  books,  and  denominated  Ezra  the  first  ten  chapters  of 
the  book,  and  the  rest  of  the  book  he  called  Nehemiah ;  and  as 
I  have  adopted  the  division  of  the  concordance,  I  thought  it 
advisable  to  append  to  the  end  of  this  introduction  a  list  of  all 
the  chapters,  with  the  words  with  which  they  begin  and  of  their 
number  in  each  book ;  so  that  if  there  crept  in  any  mistakes  in 
printing,  they  may  easily  be  rectified  by  this  list  printed  at  the 
end  of  the  introduction.  We  have  printed  in  this  Bible  the 
number  of  every  chapter  in  order  that  the  student  may  easily 
find  the  passage  when  the  Massora  says,  "  It  is  noted  in  such  a 
chapterJ* 

LI.  Behold,  I  have  exerted  all  my  might  and  strength  to 
collate  and  arrange  the  Massora  with  all  the  possible  improve- 
ments, in  order  that  it  may  remain  pure  and  bright,  and  shew 
its  beauty  to  the  nations  and  princes,  for,  indeed,  it  is  beautiful 
to  look  at.  This  was  a  labour  of  love  for  the  benefit  of  our 
brethren,  the  children  of  Israel,  and  for  the  glory  of  our  holy 
and  perfect  law,  as  well  as  to  fulfil  as  far  as  possible  the  desire  of 
Mr.  Daniel  Bomberg,  whose  expenses  in  this  matter  far  ex- 
ceeded my  labours.  And  as  regards  the  commentaries,  I  have 
exerted  my  powers  to  the  utmost  degree  to  correct  in  them  all 
the  mistakes  as  far  as  possible;  and  whatsoever  my  humble 
endeavours  could  accomplish  was  done  for  the  glory  of  the 
Lord,  and  for  the  benefit  of  our  people ;  and  I  would  not  be  de- 
terred by  the  enormous  labour,  for  which  cause  I  did  not  sufter 
my  eyelids  to  be  closed  long,  either  in  the  winter  or  summer, 
and  did  not  mind  rising  in  the  cold  of  the  night,  as  my  aim  and 
desire  were  to  see  this  holy  work  finished.  Now  praised  be  the 
Creator  who  granted  me  the  privilege  to  begin  and  finish  this 
work.     Remember  me,  oh  my  God,  for  good ! 
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COBBESPONDENCK 


[fTe  wish  our  readers  to  understand  that  we  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  the 
opinions  of  our  contributors  and  correspondents.  The  utmost  toe  can  do  is  to  keep  a 
careful  eye  upon  the  literary  character  of  their  communications^  and  to  see  thai  they 
do  not  transcend  the  limits  of  fair  criticism  and  laufvd  inquiry, "l 


THE  EARLIER  CHAPTERS  OF  THE  FIRST  BOOK  OF 

ESDRAS,  AND  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  BOOK  OF  THE  JEWISH 

ANTIQUITIES  OF  JOSEPHUS. 

(Concluded  from  Vol.  III.,  p.  164.) 

In  this  discussion  we  must  particularly  bear  in  mind  that  the  sorrow 
and  fasting  of  Daniel  were  not  caused  by  the  vision  and  revelation, 
which  he  evidently  appears  to  have  received  after  his  three  weeks'  absti- 
nence (verse  12).  He  had  probably  hoped  that  the  troubles  and  calami- 
ties of  his  people  had  well  nigh  ended  on  their  return  to  the  holy  city 
of  their  fathers.  He  was,  however,  to  be  painfully  undeceived.  The 
tidings  of  the  virulent  opposition  which  Zerubbabel  and  Jeshua  were 
experiencing  from  their  Cuthean  neighbours,  '*  the  adversaries  of  Judah 
and  Benjamin,"  the  absence  of  Cyrus,  still  ambitious  and  enterprising, 
in  some  remote  part  of  his  empire,  which  prevented  Daniel  from  making 
application  to  him  for  his  royal  aid  in  this  crisis,  stirred  up  in  the  pro- 
phet a  spirit  of  earnest  and  thoughtful  prayer  to  the  Most  High,  to  be 
enabled  to  understand  this  apparent  change  in  the  divine  dealings  with 
Jerusalem  and  the  temple. 

Thus  Ezra's  record  of  the  erection  of  the  altar  of  burnt-offering  by 
Zerubbabel  and  Jeshua,  which  would  naturally  be  one  of  the  very  earliest 
national  acts  of  religion  on  the  part  of  the  returned  Jews,  and  the 
mourning  and  fasting  of  Daniel  in  the  third  year  of  Cyrus — not  to 
mention  the  positive  assertion  of  Josephus  that  Zerubbabel  was  sent  as 
governor  to  .Terusalem  by  Cyrus  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign — would 
seem  to  furnish  a  very  reasonable  warrant  for  Newton's  assertion,  that 
"  the  Jews  returned  from  captivity  under  Zerubbabel,  in  the  first  of 
Cyrus,  dwelt  in  their  cities  until  the  seventh  month,  and  then,  coming 
to  Jerusalem,  they  first  built  the  altar  (Ezra  iii.  2),  and  in  the  first 
day  of  the  seventh  month  began  to  offer  the  daily  burnt-offerings," 
etc. 

Surely  when  your  correspondent  discovers  that  he  is  not  only 
directly  opposed  to  Josephus  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  but  also  to  Daniel, 
Ezra,  and  Nehemiah,  (for  on  this  subject  the  opinion  of  Nehemiah 
would  doubtless  be  that  of  Ezra,)  he  will  cease  from  peremptorily 
asserting  that  Zerubbabel  and  Jeshua  did  not  come  to  Jerusalem  from 
Babylon  until  about  two  or  three  years  before  the  battle  of  Marathon, 
and  therefore  that  the  temple  was  not  finished  and  dedicated  until  cir» 
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B.C.  487.  Could  the  combined  testiiDOiij  (even  if  we  could  really  get 
at  it)  of  the  apocryphal  Esdras^  Tobit,  and  Judith,  of  Onesicritus  and 
Lucian,  and  of  Ferdusi,  prevail  upon  us  to  accept  this  "clumsy  and 
ludicrous"  notion  against  the  joint  testimony  of  Isaiah,  Daniel,  and 
Ezra  among  sacred  writers*  and  of  Herodotus,  Xenophon,  Ctesias, 
Berosus,  Josephus  and  Justin  among  secular  authors. 

They  who  believe  that  the  earlier  part  of  the  book  of  Ezra,  from 
the  commencement  to  the  words  **  all  the  days  of  Cyrus  king  of  Persia" 
(iv.  5)  belongs  to  the  reign  of  Cyrus,  will  of  course  allow  that,  as  the 
text  now  stands,  the  title  Tirskaiha  is  applied  to  Zerubbabel  in  Ezra 
ii.  63 ;  Neh.  vii.  65  and  70.  Of  course  any  one  who  feels  convinced 
that  neither  Ezra  nor  Nehemiah  could  possibly  have  given  to  Zerubbabel 
the  title  of  Tirshatha,  is  at  liberty  to  suspect  or  believe,  as  he  may 
choose,  that  in  both  these  books  the  original  text  has  been  interpolated 
or  corrupted. 

Before  beginning  to  write  my  letter  on  Nehemiah^  the  Tirshatha,  I 
was  aware  (and  it  required  slight  elementary  knowledge  of  the  subject 

to  be  so)  that  vanA  and  «^  (1^)  were  scarcely  differing  forms  of  an 

Aramaic  root  signifying  **  to  drink,"  and  that  if  we  derive  the  word 
TinhathtL  from  this  source,  it  would  be  a  title  pecui&urly  applicable  to 
one  who  had  been  the  king's  cup-bearer. 

Believing,  however,  as  I  stilt  do,  that  the  title  in  question  is  applied 
by  the  sacred  historians  to  Zerubbabel  as  well  as  to  Nehemiah,  I  re- 
garded the  word  as  most  probably  a  Persian  des^ation  of  official 
station.  And  as  there  iq>pear8  to  be  nothing  whatever  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment to  lead  us  to  suppose  that  ZerubbabeP  (Sheshbazzar)  had  been 
cup-bearer  either  to  Belshazzar  or  to  Darius  the  Mede,  I  took  for 
granted  (too  hastily,  I  acknowledge)  that  as  it  was  used  to  designate 
both  Zerubbabel  and  Nehemiah,  the  title  was  kindred  in  meaning  with 

*  Were  we  to  follow  the  apoerypiial  Esdragf  we  should  suppofle  that  ^Eojtk 
ii.  61-^3  (Neh.  vii.  63—65)  is  an  interpdation,  that  being  ascribed  to  Zerabbabel 
which  properly  belongs  to  Nehemiah.  "For  unto  them  said  Nehemias  and 
Atharias,  that  they  should  not  be  partakers  of  the  holy  things,"  etc.  (1  Esdr. 
T.  40.)  There  would  seem  to  be  an  amusine  Munder  here ;  the  apocryphal  writer 
having  multiplied  the  one  individual  "Nehemiah  the  TirshaOuQ^  into  two, 
"  Nehemiah  and  AtharioiJ* 

*  Sheshbazzar  and  Tirshatha  have  been  thought  to  be  Persian  names  of  the 
same  office,  perhaps  of  cup-bearer.  In  Cruden,  Sheshbazzar  is  interpreted  ^^joy 
in  tribulation^^*  (•«  ^  to^te) ;  and  again,  "joy  of  the  vintage"  (tero  t^,  -Kol,  no€ 
PietJ.  But  there  are  one  or  two  objections  against  deriving  the  name  or  title 
-nn^from  either  of  the  above  combinations:  (1.)  to  is  put  for  rb\  and  (2.)  if 
the  name  were  really  so  derived,  we  should  expect  only  a  single  (zj,  Shesh&ossar 
rather  than  ^h^nXAazxar,  I  have  not  my  c<^y  of  Geaenias  at  hand,  but  in 
Bagst^s  smAUw  Hebrew  Lexicon  I  find  Sheshbazzar  explained  as  ^'•thePtrskat 
name  qf  ZernthcMy*  and  vttp^  as  " a  ^iU  of  Nehemiah^  used mUt,  the  article." 

Of  the  Persian  origin  of  Tirshatha  we  perhaps  know  nothing.  The  Lexicon 
g^ves  xiry)  as  the  proper  name  of  a  Persian.  Even  if  we  assume  that  the  letters 
of  this  name  (as  is  so  frequently  the  case  with  Hebrew  proper  names)  are  those 
of  a  significant  verbal  root  in.  the  ancient  Persian,  we  shall'  f^tan  but  little,  as 
we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  signification  of  this  supposed  root. 
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nnB  (goTernor),  apother  dtle  common  to  these  two  distinguished  Jews. 
I  eould  now  wish  that  wherever  in  my  letter  the  word  Tirshatha  is  con- 
nected as  an  official  title  with  Zerubbabel.  the  word  governor  should  be 
substituted  for  it. 

At  the  same  time  it  should  be  remembered  that  if  we  derive  Tir- 
shatha  from  m^,  and  hold  it  to  designate  a  king's  cup-bearer,  and  if 
we  hold  also  that  the  text,  as  we  now  have  it  in  Ezra  ii.  63  and  Neh. 
vii.  65  and  70,^  is  correct,  we  may  seem  to  be  almost  compelled  to  sup- 
pose that,  in  consequence  of  the  great  affection  and  esteem  in  which 
Darius  the  Mede  held  Daniel,  he  was  induced  (as  Artaxerxes  Longi- 
manus  afterwards  did  in  the  case  of  Nehemiah)  to  promote  a  Jew  ta 
the  honourable,  delicate,  and  highly-confidential  office  of  his  cup-bearer, 
and  that  the  Jew  upon  whom  the  royal  choice  fell  was  Zerubbabel,  the 
son  of  Shealtiel.  Certainly^  to  say  the  least,  this  would  seem  to  be 
quite  as  probable  as  that  Zerubbabel,  after  having  resided  (while  Darius 
Hystaspes  was  yet  only  a  private  person)  some  time  at  Jerusalem  as 
governor  of  the  Jews  under  Cyrus  and  Cambyses,  should  have  travelled 
from  Jerusalem,  after  the  death  of  the  Magian  usurper,  on  learning 
the  unexpected  elevation  of  Darius  to  the  throne  of  Persia  and  Babylon, 
and  have  been  made  by  that  king  one  of  his  body-guard. 

The  view  here  suggested,  rather  than  asserted,  may  perhaps  receive 
some  support  from  the  following  considerations.  Jahn  thinks  that 
"  the  names  of  Sheshbazzar  and  Tirshatha  are  perhaps  Persian  ikno^ 
minatiom  of  the  same  office. ^^  And  this  is  all  that  he  says  on  the  sub- 
ject. If  we  consult  Ezra  i.  8,  and  v.  14  and  16,  we  shall  see  strong 
reasons  for  thinking  that  the  princely  descendant  of  David  (Matt.  i.  12) 
who  in  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  conducted  the  liberated  Jews  from 
Babylon  into  Judsea,  and  who  was  known  to  them  by  the  name  of 
Zerubbabel,  was  known  to  the  Persians  by  that  of  Sheshbazzar.  We 
shall  be  assisted  in  understanding  this,  if  we  bear  in  mind  that  the 
illustrious  Hebrew  seer  at  Babylon  was  known  to  the  Chaldeans  as 
Belteshazzar,  and  to  the  Jews  as  Daniel ;  while  his  three  friends  had 
also  Chaldean  as  well  as  Hebrew  names.  We  may  thus  suppose  that 
^rubbabel  may  have  received  the  name  of  Sheshbazzar  in  Babylon, 
because  he  had  been  raised  to  some  post  of  trust  and  honour,  which 
may  have  been  that  of  cup-bearer. 

Mr.  Bosanquet  insists  upon  identifying  Cyaxares,  the  son  of  the 
defeated  and  dethroned  Astyages,  (whom,  after  having  deposed  him, 
Cyrus  made  governor  (praposuit)  of  Hyrcania)  with  the  Ahasuerus  of 
Esther,  the  sovereign  of  a  mighty  and  widely-extended  empire,  which 
included  within  its  ample  limits.  Media,  Persia,  and  Elam,  and  we  may 

*  Especially  Neb.  vii.  70.  The  Jews  are  described  as  being  in  distress 
and  reproach  in  the  twentieth  of  Artaxer^fes  (Neh.  i.  3>  and  ix.  37) ;  nor  is  there, 
the  slightest  ground  in  the  sacred  narrative  for  supposing  that  Nehemiah  brought 
from  Shushan  a  large  sum  in  gold.  Accordingly  the  words,  **  The  Tirahatlia 
gave  to  the  treasure  a  thousand  drachms  of  ^Id,  and  some  of  the  chief  of  the 
fathers  gave  to  the  t/reaawe  of  the  work  (Ezra  iL  68,  69),  the  rest  of  the  people 

Sve  twenty  thous^d  drachms  of  gold^^"  etc.,  belong  ratheir  to  the  time  of  Zerub- 
bel  than  to  that  of  Nehemiah. 
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doubtless  add,  Babylon.'  Yet  he  must  confess  that  while  Herodotus 
gives  the  dethroned  monarch  nothing  to  bequeath  to  his  son,  even 
Ctesias  and  Justin  only  allow  him  the  power  of  leaving  the  remote  pro- 
vince of  Hyrcania  to  his  heir,  and  that  apparently  under  the  suzerainty 
of  Cyrus.  Now  even  your  correspondent  is  scarcely  at  liberty  to  sup- 
pose, in  direct  contradiction  to  the  emphatic  and  significant  silence  of 
all  authentic  history,  that  this  Cyaxares  (Ahasuerus),  having  inherited 
the  government  of  Hyrcania  from  his  dethroned  fatner,  and  setting  out 
from  that  distant  and  barbarous  region,  should  have  proceeded,  by  a 
career  of  warlike  conquest  which  would  have  well  nigh  cast  into  the 
shade  the  exploits  of  Nebuchadnezzar  and  Cyrus,  to  make  himself 
master  of  the  vast  Medo-Persiah  empire, — or  that  some  royal  relative, 
overlooking  Cyrus,  bequeathed  to  him  the  ample  and  splendid  realm 
with  Shushan  as  its  metropolis, — or  that,  having  won  the  heart  of 
Yashti,  he  married  her,  and  received  as  a  magnificent  dower  from  the 
bride,  to  be  added  to  his  own  Hyrcanian  province,  Media,  Persia,  Elam 
and  Chaldea.  I  can  conceive  few  historical  problems  more  difficult  of 
solution  than  the  unparalleled  elevation  of  Cyaxares  (Ahasuerus)  the 
son  of  Astyages,'  the  governor  of  Hyrcania,  and  ex-king  of  Media,  to 
the  throne  of  that  vast  empire  of  which  we  read  in  the  first  four  verses 

'  If  we  withhold  Babylon  from  Ahasuerus,  an^  suppose  that  a  powerful  con- 
temporary sovereign  was  then  reigning  over  the  neighbouring  kingdom  of 
Chaldea,  it  will  follow  that  when,  at  the  suggestion  of  Hbman,  a  decree  was 
passed  for  the  slaughter  of  the  Jews  throughout  the  ^mpireof  Ahasoerus,  dari&g 
the  year  which  was  to  intervene  between  the  issuing  of  th^  decjret  aod  the  Jtime 
appointed  for  its  execution,  the  greater  part  of  the  Jews  of  £Iam  ^d,  ^ushan 
could  have  escaped  across  the  Tigris,  and  have  found  refuge  in  Qialdea.  A 
similar  objection  would  follow  if  we  suppose  Ahasuerus  to  have  been  sovereign 
only  over  a  limited  portion  of  Media  and  Persia.  Bo  late  as  the  third  of  Bel- 
shazzar,  Shusan  and  £Iam  bek>nged  to  fiahyion  (Dan*  viii.  2).  .  And  is.  the  ro- 
mance of  the  CyropoBdia  it  is  stated  that,  in  the  first  encounter  of  Cyvom  with 
Croesus,  Abradates  king  of  Susiana  (a  region  bordering  on  Elam)  was  an  ally 
of  the  Babylonians,  and  afterwards  joined  Cyrus.  Babylon,  therefore,  must 
have  been  taken  by  Cyrus ;  Elam  and  Shushan  have  been  won  over  or  conquered 
by  the  same  Persian  warrior  before  Ahasuems  beoame  sovBretgn  of  the  vast 
Medo-Persian  empire,  which  was  doubtless  ruled  over  in  succession  by  Cyrus 
and  his  son  Cambyses,  from  b.o.  536  to  b.c.  523. 

*  I  am  not  aware  that  Mr.  Bosanquet  attempts  anywhere  to  remove  the  de- 
throned Astyages  from  Hyrcania,  where  Cyrus  had  established  him,  to  Ecbatana 
or  Shushan,  as  a  restored,  powerful,  and  independent  monarch.  But  he  seems 
to  make  Astyages  hold  the  government  of  the  Hyrcanian  province  much  longer 
than  he  is  warranted  by  the  testimony  of  Ctesiae  :  fur  lie  wriu^ts  [\^^^^  a.Cu^f,  jire 
his  own),  "  Cyrus  must  have  come  to  the  throne  (of  Media)  many  years  after 
the  death  of  Astyapea^  whose  death,  as  I  have  eorifitaiUly  aaserted,  and  still 
repeat,  took  place  m  b.c.  539."  Astyages  was,  therefore,  thus  governor  of  Hyr- 
cania — Justin  expressly  says  of  him,  in  Medos  revcrti  ipse  noimt — ^boat  twenty 
years.  Your  correspondent  candidly  allows  that  hh  clironologicAl  system  "  li 
opposed  to  the  opinions  of  a  host  of  able  men,"  meaaing  probably^  as  he  has 
elsewhere  named  them,  Usher,  Spanheim,  Bossuet,  Sir  Isnac  Newton,  etc.  A 
person  ought  to  be  cautious  how  ne  opposes  the  o pinions  of  these  modem  writers ; 
and,  above  all,  he  should  be  careful  of  his  ground  before  he  venttirofl  flatly  to 
contradict  Herodotus,  Ctesias,  and  Justin  (and  wc  niav  add  Xenophou'a  Ana^ 
bona,  and  Isocrates'  Evagor),  which  he  does  when  lie  assert s  that  ''  Cyma  did 
not  come  to  the  throne  of  Media  until  many  years  after  the  death  of  Aatyages.^' 
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of  the  book  of  Esther.  It  may  be  possible  to  admit  that  Cyrai, 
deeming  Cyaxares  to  be  of  too  feeble  a  character  to  be  dangerous,  may 
perhaps  have  made  him  viceroy  of  Media ;  but  if  we  are  to  believe 
that,  without  the  assistance  or  even  the  consent  of  Cyrus  aud  his  son 
Cambyses,  this  Cyaxares  became  the.  mightiest,  absolute,  and  most 
independent  sovereign  in  the  world,  we  can  only  say  in  amazement. 
What  next  ? 

Mr.  Bosanquet  writes  on  one  occasion,  "Demetrius  tells  us  that 
the  last  captivity  of  Judah  was  338  years,  three  months  before  the  reign 
of  Ptolemy  Philopator;  i.e.,  B.C.  Nov.  222  +  338=b.c.  Aug.  560.'* 
He  has  avowedly  based  his  proposed  system  of  reconciling  scriptural 
with  secular  chronology  on  the  supposed  fact  that  the  last  captivity  of 
Judah,  and  therefore  the  burning  of  the  temple  by  the  Chaldeans, 
occurred  b.c.  560.  But  the  temple  was  burned  in  the  nineteenth  year 
of  Nebuchadnezzar's  reign,  which  year  must  therefore  have  partly  co- 
incided with  B.C.  560.  Now  Mr.  Bosanquet  has  accepted  the  generally- 
received  view  that  Nebuchadnezzar  reigned  forty-three  years.  Hence, 
according  to  this  hypothesis  (for  no  one  doubts  that  the  great  Chal- 
dean's reign  was  terminated  only  by  his  death),  Nebuchadnezzar,  whose 
reign  extended  to  twenty-three  years  later  than  b.c.  560,  i,e,  to  b.c. 
537,  died  about  one  year  after  the  capture  of  Babylon  by  the  Medo- 
Persian  army  under  the  command  of  Cyrus. 

But  Mr.  Bosanquet  has  also  accepted  B.C.  560  as  the  date  of  the 
overthrow  of  Aatyages^  when  Cyrus  became  king  of  Media  as  well  as  of 
Persia.  We  are  thus  to  suppose  that  these  two  neighbouring  warlike 
and  ambitious  monarchs  were  mighty,  restless,  and  enterprising  con- 
temporary sovereigns  for  more  than  twenty  years, — that  for  the  space 
of  nearly  twenty  years  they  never  came  into  serious  and  dangerous 
collision, — that  Nebuchadnezzar  did  not,  or  could  not,  prevent  Cyrus 
from  attacking  and  afterwards  dethroning  Croesus,  and  from  the  sub- 
sequent siege  and  capture  of  Babylon, — and  that  the  once-renowned 
son  of  Nabopolassar  died  in  a  condition  little  better  than  that  of  a 
subject  of  the  triumphant  Persian. 

Your  correspondent  (whether  intentionally, — and  to  evade  a  portion 
of  this  difficulty,  it  is  for  him  to  determine)  after  repeatedly  insisting 
upon  the  accuracy  of  the  date  advocated  by  Demetrius,  has,  in  his  last 
letter,  without  giving  any  notice  to  the  reader,  carried  back  the  date 
from  B.C.  560/ to  B.C.  564.     This  change  will  of  course  give  b.c.  541 

/  In  /.  S.  2/.,  Oct.,  1860,  p.  175,  Mr.  Bosanquet  proposes  to  raise  the  date  of 
the  fall  of  Jerusalem  fourteen  years,  "  to  rectify  the  chronology  of  Demetrius," 
t.e.,  from  b.c.  560  to  574.  A  correspondent  suggests  that  instead  of  tAi?  (338), 
Demetrius  may  have  written  *'  t|^  (368),"  which  would  carry  back  the  date  to 
590  B.O.,  /.  S,  2/.,  April,  1867,  p.  169.  One  would  gladly  accept  this  conjectural 
emendation ;  as  it  may  seem  to  be  really  unjust  to  the  memory  of  this  Jewish 
author,  who  could  hoth  speak  and  write  in  Greek,  to  suppose  him  to  have  heen 
so  ill-informed  in  the  Hebrew,  Chaldean,  Median,  and  Persian  history  and  chro- 
nology, as  to  think  that  Nebuchadnezzar  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his  reign  of 
forty-three  years,  burned  the  temple  about  the  same  time  that  Cyrus  defeated 
and  dethroned  Astyages.  Surely  Demetrius  could  not  have  been  guilty  of  so 
anserine  an  error — it  would  be  very  unjust  to  Demetrius  to  use  the  harsher  term 
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as  the  date  of  Nebuchadnexzar's  death,  who  would  thus  have  died,  if 
not  before  Cyrus  had  begun  to  make  his  preparations  for  the  siege  of 
the  Queen  of  the  Euphrates,  at  least  before  the  Medo-Persian  army 
had  actually  commenced  the  siege.  It  would,  however,  be  doubtless 
better  for  your  correspondent  to  carry  back  the  date  in  question  (as 
indeed  he  was  for  a  time  inclined  to  do)  to  B.C.  574,  though  even  thi» 
date  is  far  inferior  to  the  old-fashioned  one  of  b.c.  588.  At  all  events, 
almost  any  earlier  date  is  preferable  to  b.c.  560.  For  this  date  would 
make  the  bineteenth  of  Nebuchadnezzar  coincide  in  part  with  the  year 
of  the  overthrow  of  Cyrus ;  and  force  Nebuchadnezzar,  doubtless  verj 
much  against  his  will,  to  witness  and  survive  the  capture  of  Babylon. 

What  wonder  then  if  Newton,  who  held  that  Babylon  was  taken  bj 
Cyrus,  cir.  B.C.  538,  should  reject  Demetrius'  date  for  the  buraing  of 
the  temple,  which  would  bring  the  nineteenth  of  Nebuchadnezzar  down 
to  the  year  of  the  triumph  of  Cyrus  over  Astyages.  Biassed  by  a 
previously-formed  theory,  and  therefore  perplexed  as  this  great  man 
may  possibly  have  been  by  some  things  which  he  supposed  himself  to 
have  found  in  Ezra  and  Nehemiah,  yet  Mr.  Bosanquet  candidly  allows 
that  "  Newton,  beinff  unable  to  shake  of  (he  shackles  cf  the  received  Per- 
sian chronology^  places  the  return"  (of  Zerubbabel  and  Jeshoa,  and 
Iheir  company)  "  in  the  reign  of  Cyrus."  Let  the  reader  particularly 
notice  what  a  powerful  and  Newtonian  testimony  we  have  here  in  favour 
of  the  received  Persian  chronology.  The  shackles,  which  the  roaster- 
mind  of  the  author  of  the  Prmcipia  was  unable  to  devise  any  legitimate 
means  of  snapping  asunder,  must  have  been  made  of  well-tempered 
metal.  It  is,  therefore,  no  reproach  to  Mr.  Bosanquet  to  have  alto- 
gether failed  in  a  task  which  Newton  himself,  even  with  the  supposed 
aid  of  Ezra  and  Nehemiah,  was  unable  to  accomplish. 

I  do  not  yet  despair  of  seeing  your  correspondent,  in  agreement 
with  Josephus  and  Newton,  maintain,  in  the  cause  of  historical  truth, 
that  Darius  the  Mede  was  not  Darius  the  Persian, — that  the  Abasueras 
of  Esther  was  not  Cyaxares  the  son  of  the  defeated  awd  dethroned 
Astyages, — that  this  Ahasuerus  reigned  over  the  whole  of  the  vast 
Medo-Persian  empire, — and  (though  last,  not  least)  that  Zerubbabel, 
Jeshua,  and  their  company,  left  Babylon  for  Jerusalem  in  the  £rst  year 
of  Cyrus,  and  some  years  before  Darius  Hystaspes  became,  fVota  the 
condition  of  a  private  person,  king  of  Persia. 

Nov.  22nd,  1862.  A  Constant  Rbaber. 

P.S.  I  have  given  too  much  to  the  supposed  Cyafxares  (Abasaems) 
at  the  death  of  his  father  Astyages.  Justin  indeed  says  that  **<^ms 
Astyagem  maxima  genti  Hyrcanorum  prseposuit."  Ctesias,  the  greater 
authority,  says  that  Cyrus  made  the  defeated  and  dethroned  Astyages 
governor  of  the  Barcanii,  a  Parthian  people  bordering  upon  Hyrcania. 

.  asinine,  as  his  blunder  is  confessedly  by  no  means  large  enough  to  bear  the 
weight  of  the  latter  epithet.  It  is  very  strange  that  a  writer  in  this  enlightened 
nineteenth  century^  who  professes  to  have  read  extensively,  and  spent  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  his  time  on  biblical  and  secular  chronology  and  history, 
ahonld  prevail  upon  himself  to  accept  and  uphold  the  error  of  Demetrius. 
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There  is  yet  another  passage  in  the  letter  on  Biblical  chronology 
which  may  seem  to  require  a  little  notice.  My  remarks  may  possibly 
lead  yoar  correspondent  to  reconsider  some  of  the  statements  which 
he  has  advanced.  The  difficulty  will  be  best  understood  by  confronting 
the  passage  in  question  with  a  portion  of  the  third  chapter  of  Ezra. 
The  italics  are  your  correspondent's. 

Ezra.  Mr.  Bosanquet. 
8.  "Now  in  the  second  year  of  their  "  The  third  chapter  of  Ezra  refers 
coming  unto  the  hoaee  of  God  at  Jem-  not  to  the  time  ot  Cyras,  hut  to  the 
salem,  in  the  second  month,  began  Zerub-  time  of  Darias,  because,  as  before 
babel  and  Jeshua  and  the  remnant  of  their  observed,  the  laying  the  foundation 
brethren,  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  of  the  temple^  or  palace,  ^dtt.  re- 
aU  they  that  were  come  out  of  the  cap-  f^^^  to  in  Ezra  iii.  10,  was' in  the 
tivity  unto  Jerusalem ;  and  appointed  the  ninth  month  of  the  second  year  of 
Levites  from  twenty  years  old  and  up-  the  reign  of  Darius.  It  is  trae  that 
ward  to  set  forward  the  work  of  the  house  jn  the  second  month  of  the  same 
of  the  Lord.  9.  Then  stood  Jeshua  with  y^^^  the  Levites  began  to  set  for- 
his  sons  and  his  brethren  .  .10.  And  ^^^^  ^j^^  ^^^^  ^^  the  house,  m, 
when  the  builders  laid  the  foundations^  of  u  ^i  t  j  au  i.  •  *  xv ' 
the  temple  of  the  Lord,  they  set  the  prieste  «^  ^^^^l^^^^  ''.  ^Z  frT""  ^'^ 
in  thei?  a^el  with  trampets,  and  the  f  ^r?^/:^  ,•«  «v  ^^^^^ 
Levites,  tfilTons  of  Asaph,  with  cymbals,  J'.^^/^fi?.;"  J^ 
to  praise  the  Lord,  after  the  ordinance  of  ^l^*^  "v"  ^I^^IT.^  ^S* V*"^ 
David  king  of  Israel.  And  they  sang  ^'^  '^<>r^/'^  ^*^«  ^^«»«  ^^  *^«^  Lo^' 
together  by  course  in  praising  and  giving  r'!?^  that  is,  on  the  site  of  the  build- 
thanks  unto  the  Lord,  because  he  is  good,  ing  (Haggai  i.  14).  But  not  one 
for  bis  mercy  endureth  for  ever  toward  stone  was  laid  upon  another  of  the 
Israel.  And  aH  the  people  shouted  with  temple,  ^3>n,  till  the  ninth  month 
a  great  shout,  when  tW  praised  the  (Haggai  ii".  15;  Zech.  viii.  9)."- 
Lc^,  because  the  foundcOwn  of  ^  house  y  ^^  o^f,  1862,  p.  175. 
o/<Ae  Zior<i  was  laid"  (Ezra lu.  8— 11).  *            ^ 

The  great  majority  of  the  readers  of  this  extract  from  Ezra  will 
most  probably  agree  that  it  was  one  and  the  same  assembly  which,  on 
one  and  the  same  day,  praised  God  in  yerses  10,  11,  "  for  the  laying 
the  foundation  of  the  temple  of  the  Lord,"  and  *'  because  the  founda- 
tion of  the  home  of  the  Lord  was  laid." 

This  would  be  true  even  if  we  could  possibly  bring  ourselves  to 
think  that  your  correspondent,  instead  of  being  in  serious  error,  is 
actually  right  in  directly  opposing  Usher  and  Newton,  and  asserting, 
without  anything  like  satisfactory  reasons,  that  the  foundation  of  the 
tent^le  was  not  laid  by  Zerubbabel  until  the  ninth  month  in  the  second 
year  of  the  reign  of  Darius ;  but  that  the  foundation  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord  had  been  prerioualy  laid  in  the  first  or  second  year  of  Cyrus, 
by  8heshbazzar,  a  (supposed)  predecessor  of  Zerubbabel  in  the  govem- 
;nent  of  Judaea. 

The  vast  majority  of  the  readers  of  Ezra  will  also  infer  from  the 

f  It  is  perhaps  an  objection  to  Mr.  Bosanquet's  theory,  that  it  seems  to  re- 
quire us  to  believe  that  it  was  at  this  time  of  devoted,  zealous,  and  unanimous 
diligence  in  the  work  of  the  temple,  that  Haggai  was  directed  to  say  of  the  re- 
turned Jews,  "  Unclean  is  this  people,  and  so  is  this  nation  before  me,  saith  the 
Lord ;  and  so  is  every  work  of  their  hands,  and  that  which  they  offer  there  is 
unclean"  (Haggai  ii.  14). 
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tenor  of  his  brief  and  plain  narrative  that  all  the  events  comprised  in 
Ezra  iii.  8 — 11,  whether  occupying  a  few  dajrs  or  extending  through 
some  weeks,  happened  in  continuous  succession;  and  indeed  that  no 
important  interruption  to  the  work  of  the  house  of  God  until  the  visit 
of  the  adversaries  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  recorded  in  Ezra  iv.  1 — 3. 
I  cannot  see  that  there  is  room  for  doubt  on  this  point. 

Your  correspondent  will,  I  trust,  agree  with  me,  that  on  comparing 
the  eiffkth  verse  of  the  third  chapter  of  Ezra  with  the  preceding  seven 
verses  (in  which  we  read  that  the  people  gathered  themselves  together 
as  one  man  to  Jerusalem  ...  set  up  the  altar. . .  began  to  offer  burnt-offer- 
ings •  ,  .  kept  the  feast  of  tabernacles  .  .  .  afterwards  gave  money  to  car- 
penters and  masons  .  .  .  provided  meat,  drink,  and  oil  for  the  men  and 
mariners  of  Zidon  and  Tyre,  to  have  cedar  trees  brought  from  Lebanon 
to  the  sea  of  Joppa,  according  to  the  grant  that  they  had  of  Cyrus 
kine  of  Persia,  and  many  of  which  cedars  we  may  reasonably  presume 
would  have  arrived  already  in  the  second  month  of  the  following  year), 
your  correspondent,  I  repeat,  will  surely  agree  with  me  in  thinking  that 
the  assembly  which  was  gathered  together  at  Jerusalem  in  the  second 
month  (Ezra  iii.  8),  was  fiiU  of  religious  and  patriotic  zeal,,  and  that 
the  almost  unanimous  cry  of  all  hearts  would  be  the  time  is  come 

TO    BUILD   THE    LoRD's   HOUSE. 

Now,  according  to  your  correspondent,  the  following  events  took 
place  at  Jerusalem  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Darius.  In  the 
second  Jewish  month  of  that  same  year,  the  Levites  began  to  prepare 
the  ground  for  laying  the  foundation  (Ezra  iii.  8),  in  the  sixth  month 
of  the  same  year  they  worked  on  the  site  of  the  building  (Haggai  i.  14), 
and  in  the  ninth  month  of  the  same  year  the  foundation  of  the  temple 
was  laid  (Ezra  iii.  10;  Haggai  ii.  10,  15,  18). 

We  have  thus,  according  to  Mr.  Bosanquet,  a  period  of  eight  con- 
tinuous months  in  the  second  year  of  Darius.  He  tells  lis  of  certain 
events  which  occurred  in  the  second,  sixth,  and  ninth  Jewish  months 
of  the  second  year  of  this  Persian  king.  How  is  it  that  he  has  said 
nothing  of  what  occurred  at  Jerusalem  and  in  Judaea,  between  the 
second  And  sixth  months?  Should  your  correspondent  reply  "What 
historical  record  have  we  of  anything  that  occurred  in  the  intervening 
third, fourth,  and  fifth  Jewish  months?*'  Certainly  not  any,  on  the 
view  of  Usher  and  Newton ;  though  we  have  rather  a  copious  one  on 
his  own  view.  For  I  would  refer  Mr.  Bosanquet  to  the  following  ex- 
tract from  Haggai. 

"  In  the  second  year  of  Darius,  on  the ^rst  day  of  the  sixth  month, 
came  the  word  of  the  Lord  by  Haggai  the  prophet  to  Zeruhbabel, 
governor  of  Judah,  and  to  Joshua  the  high  priest,  saying.  This  people 

say,  THE  TIME  IS    NOT   COME,   THE   TIME   THAT   THE    LORO's    HOUSE 

SHOULD  BE  BUILT.  .  .  .  Consider  your  ways.  .  .  Mine  house  is  waste, 
and  ye  run  every  man  unto  his  own  house.  Therefore  the  heaven  over  you 
is  stayed  from  dew,  and  the  earth  is  stayed  from  her  fruit.  And  I 
called  for  a  drought  upon  the  land,  and  upon  the  mountains,  and  upoa 
the  com,  new  wine  and  oil,  upon  that  which  the  ground  bringeth  forth, 
upon  men,  and  cattle,  and  all  the  labour  of  the  hands.     Then  Zerub- 
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babel  and  the  remnant  of  the  people  obejed  the  voice  of  the  Lord  their 
God  and  the  words  of  Haggai  the  prophet.  .  .  .  Jnd  the  Lord  stirred  up 
the  spirit  of  Zeruhbahel  and  cf  Joshua^  and  of  all  the  remnant  of  the 
people^  and  they  came  and  did  work  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts 
their  God,  in  the  four  and  twentieth  day  of  the  sixth  month,  in  the 
second  year  of  Darius  the  king. 

The  following  then  will  be  the  arrangement  on  the  view  of  Mr. 
Bosanquet's  eight  continuous  months  of  the  second  of  Darius. 

I.  (Ezra  iii,  8.)  In  the  second*  Jewish  month,  in  the  second  year 
of  their  coming  to  Jerusalem  {in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Barius)i 
the  liberated  Jews,  under  Zeruhbahel  and  Jeshua,  zealously  and  dili- 
gently prepare  the  ground  for  laying  the  foundation  of  the  house. 

II.  A  short  interval  then  occurs  ;  during  which  a  great  change 
comes  over  the  mind  of  the  people.  They  cease  from  the  work  of  the 
house  of  God.  They  hasten  every  man  to  his  own  house,  desiring  to 
provide  for  themselves  comfortable  dwellings.  And  to  every  remon- 
strance on  the  part  of  Zeruhbahel  and  Jeshua,  the  people  reply  :  "  The 
time  is  not  come,  the  time  that  the  house  of  the  Lord  should  be  built, ^^ 
(Hag.  i.  2). 

III.  The  divine  displeasure  is  then  manifested.  The  heaven  over 
them  is  stayed  from  dew,  the  earth  is  stayed  from  her  fruit.  A  drought 
is  upon  the  corn,  new  wine  and  oil,  and  upon  all  the  labour  of  the 
hands  (Hag.  i.  10,  11). 

IV.  This  IS  followed  by  a  solemn,  yet  gracious,  interposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Most  High,  who,  on  the  first  day  of  the  sixth  mouth  {in  the 
same  year),  sends  his  prophet  Haggai  to  Zerubbabel  and  Jeshua,  who 
says  to  the  Jews  :  "  Consider  your  ways  ;  go  up  to  the  mountain,  and 
bring  wood  and  build  the  house,  and  I  will  take  pleasure  in  it." 
(Hag.i.8). 

V.  Tlie  Lord  having  stirred  up  the  spirit  of  Zerubbabel,  Jeshua,  and 
of  all  the  remnant  of  the  people,  they  came ;  and  resumiug  the  work, 
which  would  appear  to  have  been  so  unaccountably  abandoned,  did  work 
in  the  house  or  the  Lord  {i.e.,  *'on  the  site  of  the  building**)  in  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  the  sixth  mouth  (Hag.  i.  14,  15,  and  Ezra  v.  2). 

VI.  Your  correspondent  seems  to  think  that  about  thj'ee  months 
afterwards  (apparently  when  Tatnai  came  to  Jerusalem  a  second  time, 
Ezra  vi.  14),  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  ninth  month,  the  founda- 
tion of  the  temple  was  laid  (Hag.  i.  10,  15,  18  ;  Ezra  iii.  10).* 

Surely  the  mere  statement  of  that  which  is  so  thoroughly  improbable, 
is  enough  to  ensure  its  rejection.     It  is  not  by  offering  such  almost 

*  That  we  are  to  understand  that  Haggai  and  Zechariah  are  speaking  of 
Jewish  months,  is  evident  from  Zech.  i.  7  :  **Upon  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  the 
eleventh  months  which  is  the  month  Sebat,  iu  the  second  year  of  Darius,"  etc. 

*  It  is,  doubtless,  a  very  grave  objection  to  yoar  correspondent's  improbable 
view,  that  between  the  eiglim  and  tenth  verses  of  the  third  of  Ezra,  no  allusion 
whatever  is  made  to  the  names  and  mission  of  Haggai  and  Zechariah.  Should 
Mr.  Bosanquet  allege  that  Ezra  himself  seems  afterwards  to  have  become  aware 
of  the  delfect,  and  to  have  attempted  to  supply  the  omission  in  the^r*^  and  second 
verseif  of  %h^^^  chapter,  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  reply  would  not  be  gene^ 
rally  accepted  as  satisfactory. 
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crael  violence  to  the  plain  narrative  of  Scripture,  that  the  illastrioos 
Kewton  can  he  proved  to  have  fallen  into  serioas  error,  in  assigning  the 
events  recorded  in  the  second  and  third  chapters  of  Ezra  to  the  lifetime 
and  reign  of  the  Cjms  of  Ezra  and  Daniel. 

May  I  he  permitted  to  offer  a  few  words  upon  an  objection  on  which 
your  correspondent  lays  some  stress. 

The  liberated  Jews,  coming  into  Judaea,  a  province  of  the  Persian 
empire,  would  speak  of  themsdves  as  the  children  of  the  province,  who 
were  come  up  out  of  the  captivity  (Ezra  ii.  1),  they  would  also  speak  of 
themselves  as  "  the  congregation  of  them  that  were  come  up  out  of  the 
captivity." 

Let  it  be  supposed,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that  Zerubbabel 
and  Jeshua  arrived  at  Jerusalem  about  the  end  of  b.c.  536.  It  might 
be  said  of  all,  young  and  old,  at  the  commencement  of  b.c.  535,  that 
they  were  come  up  out  of  the  captivity.  Forty  years  afterwards,  in  b.c. 
495,  strictly  speaking,  the  people  could  be  divided  into  two  congrega- 
tions,— one  would  be  designate  as  the  congregation  of  those  who  came 
up  out  of  the  captivity  ;  the  other,  as  the  congregation  of  the  children 
and  grandchildren  of  those  who  came  up  out  of  the  captivity.  But  is  it 
at  all  probable  that  any  such  distinction  was  made  ?  It  is  easy  to 
believe,  that  for  at  least  fifty  years  after  the  return,  the  original  desig- 
nation was  retained.  It  would  thus  have  become,  as  it  were,  stereo- 
typed. And  when  we  consider  how  averse  a  community  is  to  change  a 
usage  or  a  designation — especially  without  some  strong  reason — it  seems 
not  unlikely,  that  so  long  as  the  Jews  spoke  of  themselves  in  reference 
to  their  return  from  the  captivity,  they  would  employ  the  shorter  desig- 
nation— the  congregation  of  them  that  were  come  again  out  of  the 
captivity,  instead  of  the  more  cumbrous  form, — the  congregation  of  the 
children  (or  descendants)  of  those  who  were  come  up  out  of  the  capti* 
vity.  There  is  thus  no  valid  reason  whatever  against  our  believing  that 
Nehemiah  is  speaking  (viii.  17)  of  those  Jews  who  were  keeping  the 
feast  of  tabernacles,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  Artaxerxes  Longimanas 
(cor.  B.C.  445-4). 

The  more  I  consider  the  subject,  the  more  evident  does  it  appear 
that  your  correspondent's  chronological  theory  is  thoroughly  erroneous. 
I  wish  neither  to  deny  his  diligence  and  research,  nor  the  sincerity  of 
his  conviction  that  his  view  is  correct,  and  that  Usher  and  Newton  have 
both  erred.  He  has  elsewhere  said :  **  After  studying  this  intricate 
subject  for  many  years,  and  after  carefully  examining  every  variety  of 
opinion  which  has  been  advanced  concerning  it,  I  submit  that  little  dis- 
crepancy will  be  found  between  the  records  of  the  sacred^'  Hebrew  writers 
and  the  records  of  the  early  Greek  historians,  if  we  identify  Ahasuerus, 
who  destroyed  Nineveh,  with  Cyaxares  the  father  of  Astyages ;  the 
conqueror  of  Astyages  and  Croesus,  with  the  father  of  Cambyses  ;  the 

J  Mr.  Bosanquet  only  names  two  classes  of  authors — ^thc  sacred  Hebrew 
writers,  and  the  early  Greek  historians.  Now,  it  is  from  Tobit  that  we  learn 
that  Ahasuerus  took  Nineveh.  His  work  is  extant  in  Greek ;  and  we  may  hope 
that  it  is  not  intended  to  include  him  among  the  sacred  writers  of  the  Old 
Testament. 
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^    Ahasueras  of  Daniel,  Esther,  and  Ezra*  (iv.  6),  with  Cyaxares,  the  son 
^.     of  Astjages  ;   the  taker  of  Bab^rlon,'  and  releaser  of  the'jews  from  cap- 
tivity,   with  Cjrqs^   the  son  of  Cambjses  ;  and  Darius,   the  son  of 
Ahasuerus,  with  Darius,  the  son  of  Hjstaspes"  (J.  S.  L,,  Jan.,  1857, 
p.  461  J, 

I  must,  however,  continue  to  agree  with  another  of  your  correspon- 
dents, who  writes  :  **  I  ventqrp  to  think,  the  more  the  matter  is  sifted, 
the   more  impossible  it  will  appear  to  consider  'Darius,  the   Mede,' 
and   'Darius  Hystaspes,'  as  one  and  the  same  person." 
29th  Dec,  1862. 
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Ali-ow  me  to  make  a  few  observations  in  reply  to  the  letters  of  two 
of  your  correspondents,  in  the  Journal  of  April,  who  have  touched, 
though  somewhat  loosely,  on  the  subject  of  my  communication  in 
October  last.  In  that  communication,  1  endeavoured  to  shew  that 
when  the  Jews  first  returned  from  captivity,  at  Babylon,  in  the  reign  of 
Cyrus,  with  permission  to  rebuild  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  they  were 
compelled,  by  the  intrigues  of  their  enemies,  to  limit  their  operations 
to  the  laying  of  the  foundations  of  the  house  of  God,  by  Sheshbazzar, 
and  to  the  erection  of  a  "  tabernacle,  as  in  the  days  of  David,"  referred 
to  in  1  Chron.  i;s.  23,  "in  which  all  the  duties  of  the  house  of  God 
were  performed,"  and  before  which,  of  course,  the  daily  sacrifices, 
commanded  by  the  law  of  Moses,  were  offered.  It  is  hardly  necessary 
to  add  that  this  tabernacle,  with  the  altar  attached  to  it,  could  not  at 
that(  time  have  been  placed  upon  the  actual  site  of  the  old  altar  and 
temple  which  had  been  destroyed,  considering  that  masons  were  em- 
ployed upon  that  site,  from  the  days  of  Cyrus  to  the  days  of  Darius,  in 
preparing  the  foundation  for  the  future  temple.**    The  temple,  properly 

*  It  is  said  (Ezra  iv.  6)  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  "  Ahasuerus,  the 
enemies  of  the  Jews  wrote  an  accusation  to  him  against  the  inhabitants  of  Judah 
and  Jerusafeaa." 

Now,  your  correspondent  identifies  him  with  the  Ahasuerus  of  Mordecai,  and 
the  Cyaxares  of  the  Oyropcedia,  And  he  elsewhere  very  positively  asserts  that 
this  Ahasuerus  Cyaxares  began  to  reign  in  B.C.  538,  the  year  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  Astyages,  in  b.c.  639. 

If,  then,  the  Ahasuerus  of  Ezra,  iv.  6, — the  beginning  of  whose  reign  was 
evidently  later  than  the  restoration  of  the  Jews  by  Cyrus  from  Babylon,— began 
to  reign  b.c.  538,  Cyrus  must  have  taken  Babylon,  and  restored  the  Jews  earlier 
than  B.C.  538,  and  while  Astyages  was  yet  living. 

'  Ctesias  ervidently  held  (with  Hferodotus  and  Xeoophon)  that  the  father  of 
Cambyees;  and  csonqueror  of  Croesus^  was  also  the  taHr  of  Babylon.  A  note  to 
the  jid^n  /u8ti»  says,  that  Ctesias  relates  that  Cambyses,  on  his  return  from 
Egypt,  reiKJbed  Babylon,  where  he  died.  JDicit.  Ctesias  eum  Babylonem  axicessisse^ 
et  ibi  lignum  cultro  polientem^  tempus  ut  falleret^  cum  femoris  percussisset  muscu- 
lum^  mortuum  esse.  Babylon  must,  therefore,  have  already  belonged  to  Persia; 
and  Ctesias  must  have  believed  that  the  queen  of  the  Euphrates  had  been  taken 
by  Cyrus,  the  father  of  Cambyses,  and  conqueror  of  Croesus  and  Astyages. 

'«  Bishop  Patrick  thinks  that  the  tabernacle  was  built  on  Mount  Sion,  not  on 
Mount  Moriah. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


424  Correspondence.  {3vljj 

80  called,  that  is  the  sanctuary,  we  are  told  was  left  d«soli^  and 
unrepaired — which  fact  is  referred  to  both  by  Daniel  and  Haggai,  tht 
prophets — until  the  second  year  of  a  prince  named  Darius.  Zerubbabel, 
accompanied  by  Nehemiah,  the  son  of  Hachaliah,  and  Mordecsfi,  it  was 
observed,  then  came  up  to  Jerusalem,  as  related  by  Josephus,  jmd  in 
the  book  of  £sdras,  and  also  in  the  book  of  Ezra, — if  we  alk>w,  as  w« 
ought,  an  interval  of  many  years  between- the  first  and  second  chapteti 
of  Ezra, — and  in  the  reign  of  Darius  rebuilt,  first,  the  altar,  on  tb«  site 
of  its  old  foundations,  and  then  the  temple,  V?^,  on  the  twenty-foortk 
day  of  the  ninth  month,  in  the  second  year  of  that  king's  reign,  as 
attested  by  the  prophet  Zechariah. 

Rejecting,  however,  the  chronology  of  Josephus,  who  supposes  that 
the  first  return  of  the  Jews,  in  the  reign  of  Cyrus,  took  place  as  ewrly 
as  the  year  B.C.  559,  and  that  Nehemiah's  return  was  not  till  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  years  later ;  and,  assuming  the  identity  of  Darius 
the  Mede,  of  Daniel,  with  Darius  the  son  of  Hystaspes,  a  position 
which  I  believe  to  be  impregnable,  I  pointed  out  how  Zerubbabel  and 
his  companions  thus  restored  the  altar  and  temple,  not  in  the  year  B.C. 
559,  but  in  the  year  b.c.  492,  when  Darius  had  reached  the  age  of 
sixty-three  years,  as  recorded  by  Daniel,  so  that  the  arrival  of  Zerub- 
babel and  bis  companions  took  place  not  more  than  about  sixty  years 
before  the  dedication  of  the  wall  of  Jerusalem  by  Nehemiah,  the  son  of 
Hachaliah  ;  and  thus,  Nehemiah  might,  as  Newton  argues,  have  sealed 
the  covenant  with  those  priests  whidi  came  up  with  Zerubbabel.  To 
this  arrangement,  both  your  correspondents,  who  support  the  common 
dates,  necessarily  demur.  In  <me  of  them  we  may  recognize  the  liand 
of  our  logical  friend,  the  late  Fellow  of  Trinity.  The  other  is  the  well 
known  and  ingenious  writer,  Mr.  Savile.  The  arguments  of  the  first 
are  not  weighty,  and  may  be  dismissed  without  much  consideration. 

He  labours  through  twelve  tedious  pages  to  prove  :  1 .  That  Jose- 
phus and  Sir  I.  Newton  do  not  agree  with  me  in  tbeir  chronology.  •  2. 
That  Josephus  identifies  Zerubbabel  with  Sheshbazzai^,  who  laid'dhe 
foundation  of  the  house  of  God  in  the  reign  of  Cyrus.  3.  That,  although 
that  historian  distinctly  placed  the  rebuilding  of  the  altftr  and  the  temple 
by  Zerubbabel,  in  the  time  of  Darius,  the  son  of  Hystaspes,  and  not  in 
the  reign  of  Cyrus,  he  must  be  understood  as  placing  the  event  in  the 
earlier  of  these  two  reigns.  4.  That  those  who  Agree  with  me  must 
necessarily  suppose  that  "the  Jews  were  satisfied  to  be  without  an 
altar  of  burnt-offering,  and,  consequently,  that  theyO#ered  no  sacrifices, 
according  to  the  law  of  Moses,  during  the  whole  period  which  elided 
between  the  close  of  the  first  year  of  Cyrus  and  the  second  year  of 
Darius  (p.  154). 

I.  Now,  this  latter  statement  is  hardly  honeM,  eonsfdefing  that  I  had 
already  observed  that  "  all  the  duties  of  the  house  of  God  had  been 
performed,'*  in  the  reign  of  Cyrus,  in  or  about  the  tabernacle ;  and, 
being  untrue,  it  is  quite  without  weight  or  logical  application,  asregavds 
the  question  at  issue.  Josephus,  indeed,  qualifies  the  idea  ^  the  Jews 
having  offered  sacrifices  so  eariy  as  on  their  first  arrival,  with  the  ^ords  : 
"  I  mean  after  the  rebuilding  of  their  city,  and  the  revival  of  th«  ancient 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]  Biblical  Chronology.  425 

practices  relating  to  their  wcwrship.*'  The  temporary  tabernacle  and 
8llar»  howe^r^  were,  no  doubti  soon  set  up  after  their  arrival  at  Jeru- 
salem. 

II.  With  regard  to  the  chronology  of  Josephus.  It  is  perfectly 
true,  as  your  cf»rrespondent  states,  that  it  does  not  agree  with  mine. 
But  does  it  agree,  it  may  be  adked,  with  that  of  your  correspondent  ? 
Has  he  any  desire  to  be  found  ia  unison  with  Josephus,  in  the  outline 
of  his  chronology  ?  Can  any  chronologist,  in  these  days,  desire  to 
adopt  the  dates  of  Josephus,  as  regards  the  time  oi  the  return  of  the 
Jews  from  their  captivity  ?  If  not,  where  is  the  logical  application  of 
his  remark  ?     Clearly,  it  has  none. 

II L  The  shuffling  of  words,  by  which  he  attempts  to  mislead  the 
reader  into  the  belief  that  Josephus  means  to  say  exactly  the  contrary 
to  what  he  does  say,  with  regard  to  the  time  when  the  altar  and  temple 
were  rebuilt,  is  neither  creditable  to  his  ability  nor  to  his  integrity  of 
purpose ;  and  the  broad  fact  still  remains  untouched, — and  it  is  a 
remarkable  and  most  important  fact, — that  Josephus,  and  the  author 
of  the  book  of  Esdras,  whether  right  or  wrong,  were  both  of  opinion 
that  the  altar  was  first  set  "on  it^  bases,"  and  the  temple  on  its  foun- 
dations, in  the  reign  of  Darius,  and  not  before;  and  that  the  third 
chapter,  therefore,  of  the  book  of  Ezra,  contains  the  history  of  events 
which  took  place  in  that  reign. 

Let  hirn,  then,  accept  this  fact  for  what  it  is  worth,  without  pre- 
Tarication,  however  adverse^  as  it  undoubtedly  is,  to  his  preconceived 
notions. 

IV.  It  is  quite  true,  as  your  correspondent  observes,  that  Josephus 
identifies  SUeshbaz^ar  with  Zerubbabel,  and  that  he  places  his  first 
coining  to  Jerusalem  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Cyrus.  It  was  not  in- 
tended to  deny  that  Josephus  aitertained  this  idea.  Nevertheless,  it 
was  and  is  the  intention  of  the  writer  to  affirm,  that  Zerubbab^  did 
not  come  to  Jerusalem  from  Babylon  till  about  thirty  years  later  than 
Sheshbazzar,  nor  till  towcu'ds  the  end  of  the  long  reign  of  Darius,  and, 
moreover,  that  be  was  not  Sheshbazzar. 

The  whole  argument  of  your  correspondent,  if  he  has  put  forth 
any,  turns  upon  the  identity  of  these  two  individuals,  and  he  is  put  to 
great  straits  in  his  attempt  to  establish  this  position.  He  remarks 
that  certain  modern  writers,  such  as  Calvin,  Diodati,  Ussher  and  others, 
have  accepted  the  identity  ;  and  then  profoundly  adds,  that  the  predic- 
tions of  Isaiah  {xiiv.  28)  and  Jeremiah  (2  Chron.  xxxvi.  22  ;  Ezrai.  1), 
would  have  been  more  completely  fulfilled  on  the  supposition  of  their 
identity,  than  on  the  supposition  that  they  were  two  different  persons. 

What  a  strange  confusion  of  ideas.  Ezra  and  Esdras  distinctly 
afflrm  that  Sheshbazzar,  the  prince  of  Judah,  in  the  reign  of  Cyrus, 
"  laid  the  foundations  of  the  house  of  God,  which  is  at  Jerusalem," 
according  to  the  command  of  Cyrus.  What  more  would  your  corre- 
spondent assign  to  Sheshbazzar  towards  fulfilment  of  the  predictions, 
supposing  him  to  be  identified  with  Zerubbabel  ?  The  prediction  was, 
that  Cyrus  should  say  to  the  temple,  *'Thy  foundations  shall  be  laid ;" 
aud   they  were  laid  accordingly,   at  his  command,   by  Sheshbazzar. 
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Does  he  mean  to  say  that  the  prediction  included  a  special  reference  to 
Zerubbabel  ?  This  pointless  observation,  jour  correspondent  is  pleased 
to  call  an  '*  almost  decisive  argument "  for  the  identity  of  the  two. 
His  chief  appeal,  however,  he  says,  is  to  Ezra  himself. 

The  prophet  Zechariah  has  written  :  '*  the  hands  of  Zerubbabel  have 
laid  the  foundation  of  this  house :  his  hands  shall  also  finish  it*'  (2^ch. 
iv.  9),     Your  correspondent  thinks  it  "not  unlikely*'  that  Ezra  would 
have  understood  the  laying  of  the  foundation  of  the  house  by  Shesh- 
bazzar,  to  be  the  same  transaction  as  the  laying  of  the  foundation 
alluded  to  by  Zechariah.     But  here,  again,  is  the  same  confusion  of 
ideas.     It  is  not  at  all  likely  that  Ezra  would  have  made  so  great  a 
mistake :  and  Zechariah  has  done  all  that  writer  could  do  to  prevent 
such  critics  as  your  correspondent  from  falling  into  such  an  error,  by 
defining,  with  exactness,  the  time  when  Zerubbabel  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  temple,  te^i,  in  order  to  distinguish  it  from  the  time  when  the 
foundation  of  the  house  n>i  was  laid  by  Sheshbazzar.     He  writes  :  '^  Let 
your  heads  be  strong,  ye  that  hear  in  these  days  (that  is,  in  the  days  of 
Darius,)  these  words  by  the  mouth  of  the  prophets  (that  is,  Haggai  and 
Zechariah,)  which  are  in  the  day  that  the  foundation  of  the  house  of  the 
Lord  was  laid  (by  Zerubbabel),  that  the  temple  might  be  built"  (Zcch« 
viii.  9). 

To  suppose,  therefore,  that  Ezra  identifies  the  two  events  as  one,  13 
a  gross  blunder  on  the  part  of  your  correspondent ;  and  he  merely 
shews  that,  as  far  as  his  ability  is  concerned,  no  proof  can  be  drawn 
from  the  canonical  book  of  Ezra,  that  Zerubbabel  was  the  same  as 
Sheshbazzar,  or  that  Zerubbabel  returned  earlier  than  the  reign  of 
Darius  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Jewish  historian,  who  had  the 
whole  history  before  him,  distinctly  affirms  that  he  did  not  return  till 
this  particular  reign  to  build  the  temple. 

V.  Your  correspondent  expresses  an  earnest  hope  that  "  the  Royal 
Asiatic  Society  will  not  suffer  their  journal  to  be  again  employed  in 
the  support  of  this  untenable  perversion  of  sacred  and  secular  history," 
viz.,  the  identification  of  Darius  the  Mede  with  Darius  son  of  Hys- 
taspes, — a  gasping  hope  that  an  enquiry,  which  disturbs  his  settled 
though  confused  notions,  but  which  had  evidently  occupied  the  mind  of 
Newton,  may  not  be  suffered  even  space  for  argument,  that  is  to  say, 
that  while  he  is  making  his  feeble  and  fruitless  efforts  in  The  Journal 
of  Sacred  Literature  to  put  it  down,  the  Journal  qf  the  Royal  Asiatic 
Society  will  be  kindly  pleased  not  to  take  it  np. 

"Without  stopping  to  observe  upon  the  philosophy  or  modesty  of  this 
request,  we  may  take  occasion  to  draw  attention  to  the  invaluable  ser- 
vices daily  rendered  by  the  Asiatic  Society  to  the  science  of  chronology, 
by  the  discoveries  published  in  their  Journal.  Your  correspondent  will 
be  grieved  to  learn,  as  stated  in  the  January  Journal^  that  one  of  Sir 
Henry  Rawlinson's  late  discoveries  has  established,  on  a  sure  founda- 
tion, the  position  of  the  reign  of  Uzziah,  king  of  Judah,  to  a  single  year, 
as  laid  down  in  our  reckoning  ;  and  as,  according  to  the  Hebrew  text, 
corroborated  both  by  Josephus  and  Demetrius,  there  are  about  one 
hundred  and  seventy  years  from  the  last  year  of  Uzziah,  B.C.  734,  thus 
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fixed,  to  the  fall  of  Jerasalem,  and,  as  I  presume,  jour  correspondent 
would  not  place  less  than  ahout  fifty  years  between  the  fall  of  Jerusalem 
and  Darius  the  Mede,  making  together  two  hundred  and  twenty  from 
Uzziah  to  Darius,  it  would  seem  that  the  deduction  of  220  years  from 
B.C.  734  would  bring  us  to  the  year  B.C.  514,  or  the  eighth  year  of 
Darius,  son  of  Hystaspes.  So  that,  unless  your  correspondent  is  pre- 
pared to  dispute  the  testimony  of  the  combined  authorities  just  referred 
to,  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,  through  one  of  its  most  distinguished 
members,  has  already  gone  far  to  prove  the  inference,  which  he  so  much 
dreads,  viz.,  the  identity  of  those  two  kings. 

VI.  Your  correspondent  has  remarked  that  the  chronology  of  Sir  I. 
Newton  is  not  in  unison  with  mine.  This  again  is  true.  But  what 
then  ?  I  have  twice  endeavoured  to  point  out  that  the  chronology  of 
Sir  Isaac  Newton  is  at  variance  with  his  facts  ;  and  that,  while  I  reject 
his  chronology,*  which  is  merely  the  comtnon  reckoning,  I  rejoice  to  find 
myself  in  unison  with  the  great  philosopher  as  regards  historical  facts^ 
For  the  third  time,  perhaps,  I  may  be  allowed  to  repeat : 

Ist.  Thftt  Sir  I.  Newton,  as  an  astronomer,  steadily  adhered  to  the 
date,  B.C.  585,  as  that  of  the  eclipse  of  Thales,  though  to  the  great  con- 
fusion of  his  own  chronology, 

2nd.  That  he  considered  Darius  the  Mede  to  be  the  son  and  suc- 
sessor  of  Ahasuetus  II.,  son  of  Astyages,  who  married  in  the  year  of 
the  eclipse. 

3iid.  That  he  fixed  the  time  of  the  dedication  of  the  wall  of  Jeru- 
salem, by  N^bemiah,  to  the  year  B.C.  436,  that  is  to  say,  exactly  sixty- 
two  Sabbatical  weeks  before  the  birth  of  Christ. 

4th.  That  he  interpreted  the  seven  weeks,  and  sixty-two  weeks  of 
Daniel,  "unto  Messiah,  the  prince,"  as  signifying  the  period  of  a 
jubilee,  and  of  sixty-two  weeks  ending  with  the  birth  of  Christ. 

5th.  That  he  considered  Nehemiah,  who  dedicated  the  wail  of  Jeru- 
salem in  B.C.  436,  to  hare  been  contemporary  with  the  priests  and 
Levites  who  came  up  with  Zerubbabel. 

Now,  it  must  be  obvious,  even  to  the  understanding  of  your  corre- 
spondent, that  these  premises  lead  to  hut  one  con^^usion,  viz.,  that  both 
Darius  the  Mede,  and  the  son  of  Hystaspes,  were  Kving  at  the  same 
time  :  and  there  can  be  little  tioubt,  therefore,  that  it  had  passed  through 
the  mind  of  Newton  to  prove  their  identity.  Beiog  compelled,  how- 
ever, to  bring  his  historical  facts  within  the  iron  limits  of  the  received 
chronology  of  his  day,  which  he  was  unable  to  siet  aside,  he  has  nvarred 
his  own  chain  of  proof,  by  mrsplacmg  the  eclipse  m  the  reign  of 
Cyaxares  son  of  Astyages,  instead  of  in  the  reign  of  Cyaxares  father 
of  Astyages,  contrary  to  the  evidence  before  him.  He  has  rendered  his 
valuable  identification  of  Nehemiah,  the  son  of  Hacbaliaih,  with  the 
companion  of  Zerubbabel,  ridiculous,  by  adhering  to  a  chronology  which 
makes  him  thus  to  have  lived  to  the  f^e  of  more  than  one  hundred  and 
twenty  years  :  and  he  has  violently  severed 'the  * 'seven  weeks**  of  Dantd 

«  This  your  correspondent,  with  his  usual  logical  acateness,  calls  shelteriug 
myself  under  the  wings  of  Sir  I.  Newton. 
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from  the  ''  sixty-two"  weeks  which  immediately  fbllowi  findiog  it  impos- 
sible, according  to  that  chronology,  that  a  period  of  jabilee  could  have 
preceded  the  sixty*two  weeks. 

The  observation  of  your  correspondent,  therefore,  that  Sir  !•  New- 
ton's chronology  differs  from  my  own,  is  again  without  application  to 
the  argument  against  which  it  is'  directed* 

So  much  for  the  observations  of  our  logical  friend.  Let  «3  now 
turn  to  Mr.  Savile,  who  writes  :  **  If  Mr.  Bosanquet  were  to  succeed  in 
curtailing  the  received  chronology,  as  he  proposes,  I  apprehend  it  would 
be  necessary,  not  only  to  set  aside  the  dates  of  tJbe  great  eras  of  the 
eighth  century  B.C.,  viz.,  those  ^of  the  Olympiads,  of  the  building  of 
Home,  and  of  Nabonassar,  but  also  to  re-write  the  histories  of  Herodotus, 
Xenophon,  and  Diodorus,  the  canon  of  Ptolemy,  the  fragnaents^  of 
Manetho,  and  the.  Parian  Marble,  all  of  which  unite  at  present  to 
confirm  what  the  worid  has,  for  so  many  ages,  agreed  to  receive  as 
truth"  (p.  155.) 

No  doubt  Mr.  Savile  believes  what  he  has  here  written  to  be   true* 
I  have  no  doubt,  also,  that  he  will  mi^ch  regret  to  find  that  this  sweep- 
ing misrepresentation  of  what  I  have  written  is  entirely  without  founda- 
tion.    He  has,  clearly,  never  made  himself  master  of  the  chronological 
arrangement  which  I  have  propounded.     Shoi^  he  think  it  worth  while 
to  do  so  before  he  next  takes  up  the  subject,  he  may  inform  himself,  at 
the  expense  of  a  very  few  shillings,  by  procuring  the  last  number  of  the 
Transactions  of  the  Ghnmohgical  Ltstitute,^    He  will  there  find  how, 
by  reference  to  the  very  same  authorities  to  which  he  all«des,  I  have 
necessarily  been  brought  to  the  condusion  that  his  ^e,  B.C.  1014,  for 
the  building  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem  by  Solomon  is  iquite  untenable. 
He  thinks  that  the  Parian  Marble  must  be  re^written,  if  ihe  reoeived 
chronology  is  curtailed,  as  I  suggest.     Did  Selden^  Marsham,  a»d  £rii- 
deanx  re-write  the  marble,  when  they  pointed  out  that  the  first  yeai?  oi 
Alyattes,  king  of  Lydia,  was  there  set  down  bs  the  year  b.c.  €05  ?     If 
Mr.  Savile  reverences  the  ac^hority  of  the  mfttble,  >he  ought,  in  con- 
sistency, to  conclude  with  me,  from  that  document,  thai  king  AJj^ttes 
did  not  fight  the  great  battle  which  took  place  in  his  siaUk  yemr,  and 
which  was  put  an  end  to  by  a  solar  eclipse,  either  in  the  year  b.c.  61^, 
or  B.C.  603  :  and,  if  not  in  either  of  those  years,  then  that  he  fought 
that  battle  in  no  other  year  than  B.C.  68^^  cansideiiog  that  that  is  the 
only  other  year  in  which  a  suitable  eclipse  occurred,  as  every. aetitonomer 
will  tell  him  ;  and  thus  he  will  find  that  the  Parian  Marble  confirms  the 
statement  c^  all  ancient  authors,  who  invariably  place  the /event  about 
that  year.     As  regards  the  authority  of  the  marUe,  I  have  availed 
myself  of  this  invaluable  record^  to  fix  the  first  year  of  the  tyranny  of 
Pisistratus  in  b.c.  560,  and  the  first  year  of  Darius  son  of  Hystaspes, 
after  the  death  of  Cambyses,  in  b.c.  517,  which  latter  date,  if  I  nsistake 
not,  Mr.  Savile  would  prefer  to  see  rewritten  in  another  form*     I  have 
also  pointed  out^  how  the  aceuraey  of  the  Marble,  as  regards  the  reign 

»  Published  by  H.  G.  Bohn. 

p  Trans,  Chron,  Inst.,  part  in.,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  12  dud  95. 

9  Ibid.,  p.  92.  r  ,  ,  ft 
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of  Alyattes,  has  been  confirmed  hj  a  discovery  made  by  Sir  H.  Rawlin- 
son,  ooftcerning  the  reign  of  Gyges,  king  of  Lydia,  into  which  there  is 
no  time  now  to  enter.  I  do  not  reject,  but  reat  upon  the  authority  of, 
the  Parian  Marble. 

But,  if  the  battle  fonght  by  Alyattes  was  in  B.C.  565,  Mr.  Savile 
iwill,  I  am  confident,  readily  admit  that  the  battle  of  Carchembh,  which 
is  always  placed  a  few  years  after  the  eclipse,  must  have  been  fonght 
about  the  year  b.c.  582.  Now^  the  battle  of  Carchemish  was  fought  in 
the  fbarth  year  of  Jehoiakim,  king  of  Judah:  and  if  the  fourth  year 
of  Jehoiakim  was  b.c.  582,  the  fourth  year  of  Solomon,  or  the  year 
in  which  the  building  of  the  temple  was  commenced  by  Solomon, 
was  not,  as  Mr.  Savile  supposes,  b.c.  1014,  hot  b.c.  990.  Lepsius 
has  already  adopted  this  date,  or  nearly  so:  and  in  the  Chronological 
Transactions  (p.  49)  to  which  I  have  referred,  I  have  shewn  that  b.c. 
990  is  the  date  of  the  building  of  the  temple,  according  to  the  canon 
of  Demetrius,  and  also  according  to  the  Tyrian  annals  cited  by  Josephus. 
But,  again,  Mr.  Savile  accuses  me  of  altering  the  Olympiads.  If  he 
will  have  the  goodness  to  turn  to  page  31  of  the  treatise  to  which  I  have 
referred,  he  will  find  that  I  have  pointed  out  how  Abydenns  reckoned 
oneJimidred  and  sixty^seven  years  from  the  first  Olympiad  to  the  end 
of  tne  Assyrian  empire,  which  I  have,  therefore,  placed  in  B.C.  6 10,  thus 
accepting  B.C.  77^  as  the  date  of  the  first  Olympiad.  In  page  14,  he 
w9l  find  €hat  I  have  placed  the  date  of  the  conquest  of  Egypt,  by  Cam- 
byses,  with  Diodorus,  in  the  sixty-third  Olympiad,  b.c.  525,  and  in 
page  54,  I  have  made  three  references  to  the  Olympiads,  as  commonly 
reckoned.  Will  Mr.  Savile,  therefore,  point  out  which  of  the  Olympiads 
he  conceives  Chat  I  have  altered  ? 

With  regard  to  the  era  of  the^building  of  Rome,  I  am  not  aware  of 
any  instance  in  which  I  have  bad  occasion  to  refer  to  this  era,  in  the 
course  of  my  investigation  of  Boipture  chronology.  If  I  had  occasion 
to  do  so,  however,  I  should  probably  take  the  ordinary  date,  b.c.  753, 
though  it  is  somewhat  uncertain.  I  caanot  conceive  what  can  have  induced 
Mr.  Savile  to  charge  me  with  altering  the  era  of  the  foundation  of  Rome. 
Nor  am  I  awane  of  having  altered  the  third  great  era  of  the  eighth 
century  b.c,  viz.,  the  era  of  Ni^onassar. 

That  era  is  fixed  upon  the  immoveable  foundation  of  eclipses,  and  no 
one,  I  conceive,  would  be  hardy  enough  to  presume  to  alter  it  by  a  single 
year*  I  trust,  therefbre^  that  Mr.  Savile  will  withdraw  his  accusation, 
that  I  have  been  guilty  of  anything  so  silly.  N^ertheless,  when  I  find 
that,  without  reference  to  astronomical  data,  and  unsupported  by  any 
eariy  authority,  the  compiler  of  the  canon  of  Ptolemy  has  placed  the 
reign  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  king  of  Babylon,  in  the  years  of  that  era 
before  the  date  of  the  eclipse  of  Thales,  after  which  he  most  undoubtedly 
reigned,  I  do  feel  myself  justified  in  protesting,  not  against  the  accuracy 
of  the  era  of  Nabonassar,  but  i^inst  the  accuracy  of  the  compiler  of 
that  canon^.  Mr.  Savile  himself  has  ventured  to  differ  from  the  canon,  as 
regards  the  reign  of  Artaxerxes  Longimanus.  No  one,  however,  would 
accuse  him,  for  so  doing,  of  having  altered  the  era  of  Nabonassar. 
If  Mr.  Savile  will  examine  the  little  treatise  to  which  I  have  referred 
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him,  I  am  snro  that  he  will  be  prepared  to  admit  that  ny  rtejection  of 
the  received  chronology  of  the  first  millenary  b.c,  does  not  merely  rest 
upon  the  assumption  of  the  identity  of  Darius  the  Medci  the  son  of 
Ahasuerus,  with  Darius  the  Persian,  the  son  of  Hystaspes,  and  that 
some  reparation  is  due  to  me  lor  the  chronological  heresies,  and  ana- 
chronisms, with  which  he  has  unjustly  charged  me.'' 

Claymnore,  25tk  May,  1863.  I.  W.  Bosakqust. 


THE  HARE  AS  A  RUMINANT. 

The  opinion  that  the  Hare  ehew$  ibe cud  seems  to  be  in  |uat  eonfirmed 
by  Aristotle. 

This  first  zoologist  writes,  that  ''all  animals  which  haye  mamf 
siamaehs  have  also  what  is  termed  jtvctiW,  or  c^ayuiumt — but  of  those 
that  have  o»e  atomacA  the  Dasypus  has  it."  Again  he  adds,  ex«i  ^ 
7rv€7iavy  TO,  fiev  fiifpvKa^opra  wdvrmr*^"  all  mmioants  hare  a  eooguhtm  ; 
and  the  reason  he  assigns  for  the  Dasypus  having  eoayulmm  is,  ''because 
he  feeds  on  juicy  grass,"  {De  Animal  Hut.,  Ub.  iiL,  caps.  15,  21).  Tlus 
irt/eriW,  Pyttia,  or  coagulum,  seems  to  be  that  milk  which  curdles  in 
the  second  stomach  of  rusunants. 

What  exact  species  of  animal  the  Dasypus  (thick  or  hairy  foot)  was, 
is  by  no  means  clear  from  Aristotle,  but  it  is  transialed  **  Hare— Xepii#." 

Again,  Pliny  aj^Mirently  follows  Aristotle  in  mudi  the  same  account, 
although  with  Pliny  the  Dasypus  and  the  Lejma  are  distinct  animals, 
as  we  learn  from  this  passage ;  "  Lepus  omnium  prsedse  naaeene,  b<^us 
praeter  Dasypodem  superfotai,"  (Nat,  Hist^  vtti.  81 ;  and  md€  lib.  z., 
cap,  83). 

The  Arnebeth,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  is  never  translated  Banypus 
in  the  Bible,  yet  the  Latin  and  our  English  Versions  render  it  Lepu,s 
and  Hare.  In  the  Greek  Septoagint  it  is  Chetroyryllius,  ma  unknown 
animal,  and  which,  I  believe,  is  only  to  be  met  with  among  the  Greek 
classics,  in  the  Scholiast's  aote,  on  the  ^vXiov,  in  v.,  527,  of  the  Eirene 
of  Aristophanes.  The  Scholiast  there  says,  e#T<  he  teal  ^t^op,  ov  fUfunpai 
^d)<f}ptt)v  *HpaxX£i9  wpif^0f  <pji\i6v  n'  tan  6c  o  irakiWfieyov  vm-o  xivwv 
X0ipoypv\\io9, 

May  22nd,  18G3,  London.  John  Hogg. 

[In  cosQAliance  with  tbe  wish  of  Mr.  Hogg*  we  append  Hs  4wo  letters  to 
the  Globe  of  April  13th  aad  20th.    Ed.  Jl  JS.  Z.J  . 

SiB,*--I  have  just  read  with  great  pleasure  the  Bishop  of  Milnefaester's 
letter  to  the  Bishop  of  Natal,  which  appeared  in  your  pi^)er  <3/t  the  4th 
instant.  You  will,  I  trust,  allow  me  to  make  a  few  observations  on  it. 
The  letter  is  dated  April  21st,  1863,  but  this  is  doubdess  a  misprint. 
The  learned  writer  quotes  the  passage  in  Leviticus  xi.  %,  ft6fA  our 
English  version  as  '*  The  Hare,  because  he  cheweth  the  cud,**  and  he 
then  adds,  '<  you  cite  Professor  Owen  as  your  authority  for  the  untruth 

»•  We  shall  positively  not  insert  any  more  letters  upon  a  controversy  which 
IS  growing  wiearisome.— Ed.  /.  8,  L. 
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of  the  statement/'  Now  every  zoologist,  and  most  sportsmen,  know 
that  the  Hare  does  not  chew  the  cud.  His  lordship  afterwards  writes, 
•*But  are  you  ignorant  that  the  Vatican  manuscript,  as  published  by 
Cardinal  Carafa  in  1587>  reads,  «the  Hare,  because  he  does  not  chew 
the  cud;'  and  that  this  same  reading  was  also  given  by  Aldus  in  1518, 
by  Cephalseus  in  1526,  and  by  Melancthon  in  1545?"  I  find  this 
statement  is  perfectly  exact. 

In  the  common  Greek  Septuagint  from  the  Vatican  Codex  (I  refer 
to  the  Cambridge  edition,  1665),  the  words  are  in  Leviticus  xi.  6 — Kai 
Tov  'xpipo'^pvXkiov,  on  ovk  avar^ei  firfpvKifffiov  tovto;  SO  again  in  David 
Millius's  beautiful  and  accurate  edition  of  the  same  Codex,  published  at 
Amsterdam  in  1 725,  the  same  words  occur.  And  in  the  Varice  Lee- 
Hones  Codicis  Lugdunenm,  cum  edit.  Rom.  coUatse,  printed  in  that 
edition,  in  that  verse  are  given — xo</)07^v\X/oi'  Impres.=xo«/307vXX«oi', 
MS.,  and  on  ovk  avar^ei,  Impres.=abest  media  vox  ovk,  MS.  But  in 
the  Alexandrine  Codex,  as  printed  at  Oxford,  1 707,  in  Grabe's  splendid 
edition,  the  words  in  Lev.  xi.  6  are,  koI  rhv  'xjoipo'^pvXKiov,  oti  a^a.'yei 
firjpvKiffpiop  rovro, — without  the  ovk,  or  710^;  and  which  our  Authorized 
Version  has  followed.  The  like  words  occur  again  in  Dent.  xiv.  7;  but 
in  this  passage  the  two  Greek  versions  and  our  English  Bible  agree  in 
the  omission  of  the  ovk  and  not. 

What  the  animal  may  hare  been,  which  is  here  termed  xotpo^pvWio^ 
"^ChcBrogfyllius, — is  very  uncertain  ;  and  one  would  conclude  that  it  is 
not  the  Hare,  which  in  Greek  is  \a^w^,  Lagoos.  The  beginning  of  the 
Greek  compound  would  designate  some  kind  of  stoine,  or  a  swine-like 
quadruped ;  and  the  second  part  means  ^rMn/in^,  or  Kgrunter,  r^pvWlot^, 
being  the  diminutive  of  7/)?;\\os,  which  is  derived  from  <^pv^tv,  to  grunt; 
\i^\^GtyoipoffhKKio^  in  English  would  signify  the  "little-grunting  swine." 
And  I  see  in  Hederic's  Lexicon,  edit.  1727.,  sub.  voc,  this  interpreta- 
tion is  given: — ** %o«/>o7/w\\«o9,  rjXow  ix^vo^  x^paaio^,  erinaceus,  sen 
echinus  terre^ris;" — which  means  a  kind  of  Hedgehog,  and  conse- 
quently very  different  from  a  Hare;  the  former  being  a  carnivorous 
animal,  and  the  latter  a  rodent. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  refer  sufficiently  to  the  original  word  in 
the  Hebrew  text,  which  is  Arnebeth  in  both  passages.  Whether, 
indeed,  a  Hedgehog,  or  a  kind  of  Stvine,  or  a  Hare  be  intended, — none 
of  these  sorts  of  animals,  as  is  well  known,  ever  ruminate  or  "chew  the 
cud."  I  am,  however,  strongly  inclined  to  consider  that  the  animal 
Arnebeth,  and  in  Greek  Chcerogryllins,  may  have  been  a  ruminant, 
which  has  at  this  day  either  been  lost  or  become  scarce  and  unknown. 
And  if  so,  I  should  say,  that  the  ovk  in  the  Vatican  edition,  in  Levit.  xi. 
6,  is  aa  interpolation;  because  the  same  animal  cannot  possibly  be  a 
non-ruminant,  and  a  ruminant  also;  or,  in  other  words,  both  a  rodent 
and  a  ruminant.  I  may  as  well  add,  that  the  Latin  version,  or  Biblia 
Sacra,  by  Tremellius  and  Junius,  Amst.  1669,  coincides  with  our 
authorized  text,  in  Levit.  xi.  6,  and  in  Deut.  xiv.  7,  in  rendering  the 
Hare  (Leporem),  or  animal  (whatever  it  may  have  been),  as  "cud- 
chewing  "  or  ruminant. 

So,  again,  in  Martin  Luther's  translation  of  the  Bible  into  German, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


432  Corre^Qndence.  [July, 

the  meaning  is,  in  both  tex^  the  same  as  our  EoglLsh  reading,  viz., 
that  "  the  Hare  chews  the  cud." — Der  Hose  Wiederkaueti  But  who 
would  <;oa(raTe»f ,  or  eoosiider  as  lalse^-any  text  in  Holj  Scripture  BpMi- 
such  grounds  7 

I  have  not  jet  had  leisure  to  read  Bishop  Colenso's  work,  but  if  this 
be  a  specimen  of  his  mode  of  ruminating  on,  and  picking  holes  in,  the 
accuracy  of  the  Bible,  I  trust  the  wcnrld  will  not  be  imbued  with  hi» 
criticisms,  or  led  into  anj  serious  questions  of  doubt^-^-^ 

I  am,  Sir, 

Yomps,  etc.^ 
Apnl  9th,  1863.  J.  H. 

P.S. — I  ought,  however,  to  state  in  fi&vonr  of  the  translation  of 
''hare"  ia  the  different  Bibles,  in  those  texts  that  Br.  Shaw  (in  bis 
General  Zooioffy)  saya,  that  ''when  harea  are  considered  with  anatomical 
exactness,  they  exhibit  some  pecuharities  of  structure,  by  which  tbey 
make  an  indistinct  approach  to  the  ruminating  acknals;  and  that  the 
common  hare  is»  by  many  persons,  supposed  actually  to  ramioate.' 
This  opiniou  has  been  derived  not  merely  from  the  pecufiar  motiioii^ 
observable  in  the  mouth,  which  present  an  obscure  appearance  of  rumi^ 
nation,  but  from  the  structure  of  the  stomach,  which  is  marked,  as  it 
were,  into  two  regions  by  a  particular  ridge." — Bing^y's  Brit.  Qmad- 
rupeds,  p.  289. 

Sir, — I  am  obliged  for  your  insertion  of  my  former  lett^  on  the  Hare 
being  a  ruminant,  but  as  I  said  that  I  had  not  then  been  able  to  refer 
to  the  Hebrew  text  with  sufficient  attention,  I  now  wish  to  add  a  few 
additional  remarks  on  this  subject — chiefly  for  those  who  take  an  interest 
in  the  accuracy  of  the  text  of  the  various  Biblical  translations,  and  who 
have  not  many  Bibles  in  different  languages  to  consult. 

Having  returned  to  London  I  have  just  examined  Cardinal  M«'s 
recent  edition  of  the  Vatican  Codex,  published  at  Rome  in  1857,  and 
found  that  it  omits  the  word  ovk  in  Levit.  xi.  6 ;  and,  consequently,  I 
conclude  that  that  word  is  an  interpolation  in  the  earlier  and  common 
editions  of  the  Vatican  LXX. 

Again,  I  see  the  words — Ha  Amebeth — "the  Arnebeth" — in  the 
Hebrew  text,  are  without  the  noty  both  in  Levit.  and  in  Deut. :  iu  the 
first  it  states,  "  the  Arnebeth,  because  it  makes  the  cud  to  ascend." 
So  the  Latin  Vulgate  has — "  Lepus  quoque,  nam  et  ipse  ruminat." 

And  in  the  Chaldee,  Hebrew,  Samaritan,  Arabic  and  Syriac  texts, 
according  to  Bryan  Walton's  Fol^lott  Bible,  they  all  agree  in  the 
omission  of  the  not,  and  state  that  (the  quadruped  under  consideration, 
or)  the  Hare  does  "  chew  the  cud." 

When,  therefore,  so  many  editions  coincide  in  the  statement  that  a 
particular  animal  is  a  ruminant,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  doubt,  but 
that  it  was  considered  a  fact,  and  the  only  doubt  which  remains  is,  as 
to  what  kind  of  animal  the  original  word  Arnebeth  is  intended  to  apply. 

I  am.  Sir,  yours,  etc., 
London,  April  16th.  J.  H. 
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RUMINATION  OF  THE  HARE. 

Professor  Owen's  statement  that  **  the  hare  does  not  ehew  the  cad ; 
it  has  not  a  ruminating  stomach/'  is  only  part  of  the  truth,  and  is, 
perhaps,  partly  untrue.  He  has  borrowed  some  of  the  words  of 
Baffin],  but  is  not  equally  candid.  '^  Quelqnes  auteurs  ont  assur^  que 
les  licTres  rununent;  cependant,  je  ne  ax)is  pas  cette  opinion  fond^, 
pnisqu'ils  n'ont  qu'un  estomao,  et  que  la  confomation  des  estomacs  et 
des  autres  intestins  est  toute  difi^rente  dans  les  animauz  ruminans/' 
(Hist.  Nat^  xxiT.,  205.)  Michaelis,  whose  great  work  on  the  Mosaic  law 
should  be  studied  by  all  who  undertake  to  criticize  any  part  of  it,  in 
his  instructions  to  the  commission  sent  out  by  the  King  of  Denmark 
(15  Becember,  1760)  directs  attention  to  this  question;  but  as  all  of 
the  commissioners  died,  except  the  father  of  the  Roman  historian,  Con- 
rad Niebuhr,  who  was  merely  a  mathematician,  such  question  remains 
unsettled  so  far  as  that  commission  was  concerned.  Michaelis  says  (p. 
283it)  *'  YieUeicht  erfahre  ich  etwas  gewissers,  da  ioh  darum  gebeten 
habe,  im  bevoifstehend^i  Sommer  junge  Haasen  sahm  aufzuziehen,  und 
denn  daranf  Acht  zu  geben  was  das  sey,  welches  viele  Forster  mit 
Grcwiszheit  fur  ein  Wiederkauen  halten  wollen;" — with  what  result, 
I  have  never  learnt ;  but,  according  to  Kitto,  the  poet  Cowper,  who 
domesticated  three  tame  hares,  says,  "they  chewed  the  cud  all  day  long 
till  evening."  Hence  it  appears  that  Professor  Owen  is  better  acquainted 
with  dead  hares  than  living  ones.  Nature  appears  to  delight  in  con- 
founding philosophers,  for  Blamenbach  says,  •*  I  have  known  two  men 
who  ruminated  thetr  vegetable  food  :  both  assured  me  that  they  had  a 
real  enjojrment  in  doing  this^  which  has  also  been  observed  of  others  ; 
and  one  of  them  had  the  power  of  doing  it  or  leaving  it  alone  according  to 
circumstances"  (P^nny  Cyc,  xx.  223).  Will  Professer  Owen  affirm  that 
these  men  had  or  had  not  '*  ruminating  stomafchsf"  But  I  will  take 
the  jiii'&n  animal  the  habits  of  whi(^  should  have  been  more  carefully 
studied  by  Professor  Owen  when  he  put  together  the  bones  of  the 
megatheroid  Myloddo,  which  although  it  has  a  **  ruminating  stomach" 
and  lives  on  vegetable  food  only,  does  not  ruminate  {Penny  Oyc,  i.  232) . 
In  further  illustration  of  the  inevitable  ignorance  of  scientific  philoso- 
phers I  will  natne  Aristotle,  who  always  uses  the  word  ^affvvov9  for  hare 
and  not  \a^Sh,^  Now  the  word  dacvvov^is  not  the  proper  word  for  hare, 
but  means  rabbit  in  other  Greek  authors,  as  Atheneeus  and  the  Septua- 
gint  (Lev.  xi.  5  ;  Deut,  xiv.  6).  And  so  little  did  the  latter  know  of 
the  amebeth  of  the  Hebrew,  that  they  translated  it  hedgehog  instead  of 
Aar«;  this,  however,  was  done  ignorantly,  for  all  the  other  ancient 
versions,  like  ours,  render  it  hare.  As  to  the  assertion  of  Dr.  Prince 
Lee,  bishop  of  Manchester,  that  the  word  ovk  should  be  introduced  to 
contradict  the  Hebrew  text,  which  says  that  the  hare  *'  raises  the  cud 
or  bolus,"  he  might  as  well  say  the  word  mot  should  be  left  out  of  the 
seventh  commandmetit,  because  in  some  Bib^  it  happened  to  be  so 
printed.     It  is  easy  to  understand  why  **  nof  should  be  inserted  when 

«  This  word  once  occurs,  but  I  take  it  to  be  a  gloss  to  shew  that  Aristotle 
was  not  speiiking  of  the  rabbit. 
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the  hedgehog,  not  the  hare,  was  spoken  of.  Bat  Dr.  Lee  should  know 
that  as  respects  the  Septuagint,  the  negative  is  not  found  in  the  Vatican, 
Complutensian  and  Parisian  exemplars,  and  the  rumination  is  affirma- 
tively spoken  of  by  Origen  and  Theodoret,  and  by  all  the  ancient 
Hebrew  MSS.  and  versions,  except  some  blundering  copies  of  the 
Greek.  The  Vulgate,  although  adhering  to  the  hare  in  the  sixth  verse, 
erroneously  substitutes  for  the  coney,  the  hedgehog,  following  the  Chaldee 
Targum  of  Onkelos.     See  Bochart  (iii.,  xxxii.,  996,  997). 

Lichfieldy  2Ut  May,  1863.  Thomas  John  Buckton. 


JOHN  THE  BAPTISTS  KNOWLEDGE  OF  JESUS  PREVIOUS 
TO  THE  BAPTISM  OF  THE  LATTER. 

The  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost  upon  Jesus  at  his  baptism  is  justly 
regarded  as  affording  a  strong  proof  of  his  divine  mission.  The  force  of 
this  proof  is  readily  observed,  so  far  as  it  rests  in  the  extraordinary 
nature  of  the  occurrence,  including  the  explicit  testimony  then  given  by 
the  voice  which  was  heard  from  heaven.  But  there  is  another  point  ot 
view  in  which  the  event  is  possessed  of  peculiar  value  as  evidence,  that 
is  not  so  often  perceived.  Its  importance  is  greatly  enhanced  from  th^ 
circumstance  of  its  having  been  a  previously  appointed  sign.  That  it 
was  so,  we  learn  from  a  declaration  made  by  the  Baptist  in  informing 
his  hearers  of  the  authority  on  which  he  acted  in  pointing  out  Jesus  as 
"  The  Lamb  of  Grod,  which  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world,*' — ^the 
person  of  whom  he  had  said,  "  After  me  cometh  a  man  which  is  pre- 
ferred before  me :  for  he  was  before  me."  He  tells  them  that,  at  the 
time  when  he  received  his  commission  to  preach  and  to  baptize,  he  did 
not  know  who  the  person  was  whose  way  he  should  in  this  manner 
prepare  ;  but  that  a  certain  token  had  been  communicated  to  him 
whereby  he  would  afterwards.be  able  to  distinguish  him;  and  that  this 
token  was  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  "  I  knew  him  not,  but  that 
he  should  be  made  manifest  to  Israel,  therefore  am  I  come  baptizing 
with  water.  And  John  bare  record  saying,  I  saw  the  Spirit  descending 
from  heaven  like  a  dove,  and  it  abode  upon  him.  And  I  knew  him  nx>t, 
but  he  that  sent  me  to  baptize  with  water,  the  same  said  unto  me.  Upon 
whom  thou  skalt  see  the  Spirit  descending,  and  abiding  on  him,  the  same 
is  he  which  baptizeth  with  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  I  saw,  and  bare 
record  that  this  is  the  Son  of  God''  (John  i.  31 — ^34). 

But  this  account  of  John's  recognition  of  our  Lord  is  apparently 
inconsistent  with  the  narrative  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  his 
baptism,  recorded  by  Matthew.  Here  John  says  that  he  knew  him  not 
until  he  saw  the  Spirit  descending  from  heaven  upon  him.  Whereas  in 
Matthew  we  read  that,  before  this  descent,  when  Jesus  came  to  be 
baptized,  John  hesitated  about  applying  the  ceremony  to  him,  saying, 
"  I  have  need  to  be  baptized  of  thee,  and  comest  thou  to  me  ?"  And  we 
find  that  it  was  only  after  our  Lord's  reply,  **  Suffer  it  to  be  so  now: 
for  thus  it  becometh  us  to  fulfil  all  righteousness,"  that  he  consented. 
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Now  this  conversation  evidently  implied  that  Jesus  was  already  known 
to  John:  else  why  would  the  latter  address  him  as  he  did?  why 
would  he  make  any  distinction  between  him  and  the  others  who  came 
to  him  for  baptism  ? 

The  solution  of  this  difficulty  seems  to  be,  that  John's  statement 
that  he  knew  not  Jesus  does  not  necessarily  intimate  anything  more 
than  that  he  did  not  recognize  him  in  a  certain  capacity ! — he  did  not 
know  that  He  it  was  who  should  baptize  with  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  so 
his  words  do  not  in  the  least  deny  a  previous  personal  acquaintance. 

As,  according  to  the  flesh,  they  were  relatives,  it  is  likely  that  some 
degree  of  intimacy  had  been  maintained  between  them  ;  while  at  the 
same  time  it  may  never  have  occurred  to  the  mind  of  John  that  his 
friend  was  the  Great  Being  whose  coming  it  was  his  mission  to  i(nnounce. 

It  is  possible  that  John  the  Baptist  did  not  understand  that  the 
Messiah  and  the  Lord,  whose  way  he  was  engaged  in  preparing,  were  to 
be  one  and  the  same  person.  He  may  have  thought  that  the  office  of  the 
one  would  be  quite  distinct  from  that  of  the  other.  And  we  find  that 
he  never  represented  them  as  identical;  he  never  speaks  of  the  Lord 
of  whom  he  prophesied,  as  the  Christ.  He  refers  to  him  as  one  coming 
after  himself,  to  be  preferred  before  him,  inasmuch  as  he  was  before 
him;  one  who  should  confer  a  miraculous  baptism;  one  who  should 
separate  the  good  from  the  bad;  but  never  as  the  Christ.  So  that  even 
had  he  recognized  Jesus  as  the  Messiah,  it  is  not  at  all  necessary  that 
he  should  have  known  Him  as  "the  Lamb  of  God  that  taketh  away  the 
sins  of  the  world.'* 

But  even  supposing  that  John  had  conjectured  that  there  would 
be  some  close  connexion  between  the  Christ  and  him  of  whom  he 
preached,  and  that  he  knew  that  Jesus  was  Christ;  still  all  uncertainty 
on  the  subject  would  not  necessarily  have  been  removed;  for  his  views 
respecting  the  Messiah  may  have  been  as  indefinite  as  those  commonly 
held  by  the  Jews.  He  may  have  imagined  with  them  that  there  would 
be  two  Messiah;  one  suffering,  the  other  triumphant.  If  such  were 
his  opinions,  he  would  probably  identify  Jesus,  whose  appearance  and 
station  in  this  life  were  so  humble,  with  the  former  rather  than  with 
the  latter.  And  so,  even  should  he  have  already  recognized  Jesus  as 
the  Christ,  he  may  have  been  still  expecting  the  glorified  Messiah  as  he 
who  wonld  take  the  chief  place  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

In  all  this  we  have  been  assuming  ^at  John  knew  Jesus  as  the 
Christ,  which,  perhaps,  is  more  than  we  are  warranted  in  doing.  If, 
indeed,  he  had  been  aware  of  all  the  miraculous  circumstances  that 
attended  our  Lord's  birth,  he  could  have  but  very  little  doubt  on 
the  subject.  His  parents  were  acquainted  with  them.  The  near  rela- 
tionship of  his  mother,  Elisabeth,  to  Mary,  the  mother  of  our  Lord, 
had  brought  them  both  into  close  and  confidential  intercourse.  But 
when  John  was  born  his  parents  were  already  far  advanced  in  years, 
and  probably  they  both  died  while  he  was  still  young,  so  that  he  may 
have  never  heard  from  them  the  remarkable  story,  or  it  may  not  have 
made  any  permanent  impression  upon  his  youthful  mind. 

The  intimacy,  too,  between  Zacharias  and  Elisabeth,  and  the  re- 

F  p2 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


436  Correspondence.  [Jnly, 

puted  parents  of  Jesus  must  have  been  soon  interrupted  through  tlic 
latter  being  obliged  to  flee  to  Egypt,  where  they  remained  until  the 
death  of  Herod.  And  when  Joseph  and  Mary  returned  to  their  native 
land,  it  was  to  Galilee  they  went  to  dwell ;  whereas  Efisabeth  and  her 
husband  must  have  lived  in  Judsea,  since  the  duties  of  his  office  as 
priest  would  require  Zacharias  to  reside  within  a  limited  distance  from 
the  temple  at  Jerusalem.  The  subject  of  the  nativity  of  Jesus  would 
not  then  be  brought  so  constantly  before  the  minds  of  tho  Utter  as 
otherwise  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  it  would;  and  it  may  not  have 
had  much  place  in  their  conversation  with  each  other  and  with  their 
son. 

And  if  from  any  of  these  circumstances  the  matter  had  not  been 
brought  under  the  notice  of  John^  or  had  escaped  his  recollection,  it 
does  not  appear  that  there  was  anything  else  that,  up  to  the  period  of 
his  baptism,  could  intimate  to  him  that  Jesus  was  the  Christ.  We 
cannot  perceive  any  traces  of  there  having  been  anything  very  extra- 
ordinary apparent  in  the  childhood  of  our  Lord.  The  legendary 
miracles  that  have  been  ascribed  to  him  during  his  infancy  could 
have  had  no  foundation  in  fact,  for  had  any  taken  place  they  mmt 
have  caused  him  to  be  regarded  by  the  people,  who  were  famiKariy 
acquainted  with  him,  as  some  remarkable  being;  whereas  we  find  that 
they  looked  upon  him  merely  as  the  son  of  the  carpenter,  and  that 
when  afterwards  they  saw  his  miracles  they  enquired  with  astonish- 
ment, "whence  hath  this  man  these  mighty  works?"  And  his 
mother's  surprise  at  the  hints  he  gave,  when  she  found  him  sitting  iu 
the  temple,  respecting  his  divine  mission,  is  inconsistent  with  the 
supposition  that  she  had  been  constantly  witnessing  miracles  performed 
by  him. 

We  observe,  then,  that  we  have  no  evidence  that  John  the  Baptist 
knew  Jesus  to  be  the  Christ  prior  to  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
upon  him  at  his  baptism ;  and  that  even  if  he  had  known  him  as  the 
Christ,  it  does  not  follow  that  he  knew  him  as  the  Lord  whose  way  he 
had  been  commissioned  to  prepare,  as  he  may  have  been  ignorant  that 
the  two  offices  were  to  be  held  by  the  same  individual,  or  may  have 
imagined  that  there  was  to  be  a  second  Christ  who  should  be  the  Son 
of  God. 

But  here  it  may  be  asked.  If  John  had  not  previously  recognised 
Jesus  as  the  Son  of  God,  why  did  he  hesitate  to  baptize  him?  Had  he 
known  him  to  be  the  Christ  this  is  easily  answered.  On  account  of 
the  great  dignity  of  his  office  he  might  regard  it  as  unbecoming  that  the 
Messiah  should  submit  to  his  baptism.  But  if  he  had  not  thi^  recog- 
nized Jesus,  then  it  must  have  been  his  holiness  of  character  that  caused 
John  to  think  baptism  in  his  case  unnecessary.  The  baptism  of  John 
was  eminently  a  baptism  of  repentance,  and  he  had  never  known  Jeius 
to  be  guilty  of  a  single  sin  whereof  he  should  have  to  repent.  Any 
previous  knowledge  that  he  had  of  the  Saviour  must  have  led  him  to 
admire  his  perfect  purity. 

On  the  whole,  then,  we  conclude  that  the  statement  of  John  that 
he  knew  not  Jesus,  signifies  that,  though  he  had  been  already  acquainted 
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^kb  bim,  jet  be  bad  not  known  bim  as  he  tbat  should  baptize  with  the 
£[oly  Crbost  until  he  received  the  previously  appointed  sign  from  heaven; 
<i0d  6e  it  bamiouizes  completely  with  bis  manifest  recognition  of  him 
^hen-he  came  to  be  baptized, 

A.  B.  W. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  A  MS.  .ETHIOPIC  OCTATEUCH. 

YouB  readers  may  possibly  be  interested  in  the  following  description 
of  a  magnificent  MS.  ^Ethiopic  Octateuch,  t.  e,,  the  ^vq  books  of  Moses, 
Joshua,  Judges,  and  Ruth,  the  property  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Bible  Society,  which,  although  noticed  at  some  length  in  the  Report  of 
the  Church  Missionary  Society  (to  which  it  then  belonged)  for  1817-18, 
jQt  deserves  a  more  accurate  and  extended  description. 

This  volume,  which  is  in  the  form  of  a  small  folio  15  inches  by  8, 
consists  of  285  stout  parchment  folios,  or  570  pages  with  double  columns 
on  each,  and  with  the  exception  of  one  folio,  which  has  been  replaced 
on  paper,  is  in  perfect  preservation.  It  was  executed  at  Axum,  the 
ancient  metropolis  of  the  Abyssinian  realm,  for  the  use  of  the  Abyssinian 
monks  at  Jerusalem,  by  a  scribe,  as  appears  from  an  Arabic  note  on 
folio  3,  named  Rebea  Ibn  Elias,  and  was  presented  to  his  brethren  by 
Isaac,  king  of  Ethiopia,  in  about  1350.  From  Jerusalem  it  appears, 
from  a  Latin  note  on  the  first  folio,  to  have  been  brought  into  Europe 
previous  to  1696,  and  to  have  been  deposited  in  the  Vatican  at  Rome, 
where  it  was  seen  by  the  younger  Ludolf,  and  recognized  by  Gregory, 
the  -^biopian  monk  and  informant  of  the  elder  Ludolf,  as  that  which, 
according  to  the  tradition  of  his  country,  had  been  presented  as  above 
stated.  From  the  fact  of  its  having  been  sent  to  Jerusalem  at  so  early 
a  period,  the  text  has  escaped  the  corruptions  which,  during  the  civil 
and  ecclesiastical  commotions  of  Abyssinia  in  subsequent  ages,  have 
exerted  a  most  prejudicial  influence  upou  the  sacred  text,  and  has 
accordingly  been  selected  by  Professor  Dillman  as  the  most  important 
of  the  four  MSS.  on  which  he  bases  the  text  of  the  iEthidpic  Scriptures 
now  issuing  from  the  press.  **  Reliquos  et  antiquitate  et  auctoritate," 
says  he,  prol.,  p.  6,  "  et  bonitate  longe  antecedit  liber  iste  prsestan- 
tissimus.  .  .  .  Qui  quinque  vel  sex  ei  adjudieare  velit  saecula,  eum  baud 
multum  a  vero  aberraturum  esse  existimo."  There  are  no  divisions  of 
the  text  into  chapters  and  verses  on  the  part  of  the  scribe,  though 
these  have  been  added  in  the  ordinary  Arabic  numerals  by  some  Eu- 
ropean. 

Upon  a  blank  space  at  folio  8  is  the  rude  outline  of  a  man  in  the 
act  of  prayer,  and  with  the  inscription  in  iEthiopic,  "  By  the  prayer  of 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  Moses  and  Aaron,  I,  O  Lord,  thy  servant, 
surrender  myself  in  the  power  of  the  Trinity,  a  sinner  and  offender, 
erring  and  impure.     Their  ransom,  Christ." 

At  fol.  98,  on  a  blank  space  at  the  end  of  Exodus,  are  two  rude 
figures  in  outline,  in  the  attitude  of  devotion. 

At  fol.  253,  at  the  end  of  the  Book  of  Joshua,  is  the  following 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


438  Correspondence.  [July, 

list :— "The  property  of  the  house  of  John  and  station  of  Mary  {i.  e^ 
at  Terasalem].  The  Law,  the  Kings,  Isaiah,  two  Gospels,  the  Book  for 
NoTember,  the  Book  for  December,  Chrysostom,  the  Didascaha,  Cle- 
ment, the  labours  of  the  Fathers,  Instructions,  the  Tractate  of  the 
Priests  of  Heaven  [i,e.,  the  twenty-four  elders  in  Revelations],  the 
Book  of  Genesis,  the  Book  of  the  Lamp,  the  Book  of  Confession,  the 
Passion  of  the  Martyrs,  the  Book  of  John,  the  Tractate  Michael,  one 
Paul  the  Apostle,  the  Acts,  two  Synopses  (by  Cyril  of  Jerusalem),  the 
Miracles  of  our  Lady,  and  the  five  books  of  David.  Two  cups  of 
silver;  one  paten  of  beryl;  ten  cross-handled  spoons;  two  thuribles  of 
silver;  one  standish  (for  incense)  of  silver;  two  thuribles  of  brass  ;  one 
cross  of  silver;  two  of  iron;  twelve  new  cloaks  (or  palls);  two  tunics; 
twenty-four  carpets  (or  mats);  nine  coverings  of  silk;  a  man's  cap  of 
silk;  two  vests  (for  monksj;  two  curtains." 

This  list  is  repeated  at  a  later  date  and  in  a  different  handwriting, 
when  the  community  seem  to  have  augmented  their  library  by  the  Acts 
of  St.  Antony,  the  Book  of  the  Migration  [assumption  either  of  Enoch, 
Isaiah,  or  Mary];  the  Acts  of  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob.  This 
second  inventory  was  made  at  Jerusalem  by  Tecla  Waled  as  the  deputy 
of  pilgrims  to  the  Holy  City. 

At  fol.  293  we  read  as  follows,  in  ^thiopic: — "  Pray  for  those  who 
have  laboured  in  this  writing,  and  for  your  servant  Isaac  who  gave  it 
to  Jerusalem  the  Holy." 

Then  in  Arabic: — **  In  the  name  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost,  one  God.  O  Lord,  deliver  thy  people  from  all  harm.  O 
our  God  Jesus  Christ,  the  Living  One,  who  knowest  thy  creatures — O 
ye  saints — remember  your  servant  Isaac  the  poor.  God  shall  remember 
you  in  the  mercies  of  this  book.  Pray  that  if  God  will  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  behold  your  face;  and  pray  for  me,  a  sinner,  that  the  Lord 
would  pardon  my  sins.  And  let  my  body  be  buried  in  Mount  Zion. 
Amen." 

Then  in  ^thiopic: — "That  our  enemies  may  not  say  of  them.  We 
have  conquered  them,  be  ye  prudent.  We  have  given  you  the  oxen. 
Perform  the  ploughing.     Sow  ye  in  its  furrows.     Reap,  rejoice." 

Then  in  a  larger  ^thiopic  character,  of  which  the  letters  are  nearly 
an  inch  tall,  and  white,  upon  a  black  ground: — "I  am  Isaac  the  poor. 
By  your  prayers,  it  was  completed  in  Beth  Gabbaza  at  Axum.  In  thy 
name,  O  Lord,  have  I  set  [my  trust],  that  thou  plaee  me  not  in  any 
other  place  than  Mount  Zion.     Pray  for  me,  ye  who  hear  and  read  it." 

The  concluding  page  is  probably  in  the  handwriting  of  Isaac  him- 
self, in  which  he  prays  that  God  would  accept  this  book  which  he  had 
given  for  the  comfort  of  the  brethren,  and  ends  by  desiring  them  not  to 
sell,  or  exchange,  or  carry  it  away,  or  cause  it  to  be  placed  elsewhere. 
Prayers  and  directions  of  this  kind  are  very  common  At  the  close  of 
^thiopic  MSS.  In  a  magnificent  collection  of  the  hymns  of  Jared  in 
my  possession,  from  which  I  hope  shortly  to  publish  extracts,  for 
instance,  there  occurs  the  following: — **Zedegua  gave  it  to  the  men  of 
Zion  on  the  feast  of  Michael,  and  her  mother,  Waleta  Gabriel,  to  be 
their  guide  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven.     And  she  saith,  Forget  me  not 
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O  our  Father^ in  heaven.     Let  him  who  steals  or  erases  it  be  cursed,  by 
the  authority  of  Peter  and  Paul." 

The  Octateuch  has  on  the  last  folio  a  rude  and  partly-coloured 
eflSgy  of  St.  Andrew;  with  a  book,  inscribed,  "The  Gospel  which  he 
pleached  with  his  voice," — meaning  probably  that  he  did  not  write 
One;  and  at  the  side,  "  May  his  prayer  and  blessing  be  upon  us." 
Some  idle  monk  appears  to  have  amused  himself  by  transferring  this 
picture  in  outline  to  the  previous  page,  and  converting  it  into  a  St. 
Peter,  whose  age  is  stated,  in  iEthiopic,  to  have  been  120  years. 

Thinking  that  perhaps  this  account  of  a  perfectly  unique  MS.  would 
interest  your  readers  who  take  an  interest  in  Semitic  literature,  and  that 
it  may  be  of  service  to  record  in  your  pages  the  existence  of  so  valuable 
a  dclcument,  I  have  ventured  to  trouble  you  at  so  great  length. 

J.  M.  RODWELL, 

Rector  of  St.  Ethelbarga,  London. 
Highbury  New  Park,  March  8,  1863. 

PS.  It  should  also  be  mentioned  that  on  the  first  folio  is  an  illumi- 
nated arrangement  of  forty  small  circles,  each  an  inch  in  diameter, 
resembling  the  pedigrees  at  the  commencement  of  Barker's  and  other 
old  English  Bibles.  In  these  circles  is  written  in  ^thiopic  the  legend 
attributed  to  Clement,  in  which  Adam,  at  his  departure  from  this  life, 
enjoined  on  his  son  Seth  the  hours  of  prayer.  "  In  the  first  hour  of  the 
night  the  spirits  (genii)  praise  God;  in  the  second,  the  fish;  in  the 
third,  the  fire;  in  the  fourth,  the  seraphim,  etc.,  etc."  This  legend  is 
also  found  in  the  commencement  of  MS.  F.  in  the  library  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 


ANECDOTA  SYRIACA. 


The  criticism  of  Dr.  Wright  on  my  interpretation  of  the  colophon 
published  by  Mr.  Payne  Smith  in  his  Syriac  edition  of  the  commentary 
of  Cyril  on  St.  Luke,  compels  me,  for  the  sake  of  Syriac  students,  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  his  arguments. 

Dr.  Wright  pronounces  my  interpretation  "simply  impossible," 
and  assigns  three  reasons  to  prove  this  impossibility.  The  first  and 
the  third  reasons  relate  to  two  trifling  inaccuracies,  if  they  deserve  even 
this  name.    They  are  as  follows : — 

No.  1.  ^i]  is  said  to  be  a  perfect,  and  to  mean  "has  scattered," 
and,  therefore,  is  inaccurately  translated  by  "  spargens."  It  appears 
to  me  that  where  two  perfects  come  together  without  a  copula,  it  is  not 
uncommon  to  translate  one  of  them  as  a  participle. 

No.  3.  ]Ln  I  *>»  and  lA*^;^  are  plurals,  and  they  are  here  trans- 
lated in  the  singular.  This  is  quite  true,  but  it  makes  no  difference 
whatever  in  the  sense  of  the  passage. 

These  two  reasons  might  therefore  be  dismissed  at  once  from  our 
consideration,  if  a  further  question  were  not  involved  in  the  discussion 
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of  No.  1.  The  truth  is  that  these  two  perfects  (as  Dr.^  Wright  and 
Mr.  Pajne  Smith  have  hoth  suggested  to  me)  are  apocc^ated  f&tmB  of 
the  3rd  pers.  plur.  /em.,  and  not  the  3rd  pers.  sing*  mase.  Their 
subject  is,  therefore,  ''  the  five  pairs,"  and  not  '^  homo  *^  understood. 

It  is  only  just  to  Dr,  Wright,  to  whom  I  was  a  stranger,  to  state 
that  a  few  days  after  the  publication  of  bis  remarks,  I  took  the  liberty 
of  calling  upon  him  at  the  British  Museum,  and  that  I  found  him  quite 
ready  to  enter  on  the  discussion  of  this  passage  with  the  utmost 
courtesy  and  candour. 

We  come  now  to  No.  2  of  Dr.  Wright's  reasons,  which  relates  to 
the  only  expression  in  the  whole  colophon  which  now  appears  doabtful 

to  me.  That  is  the  phrase  l)V)V>rnn  -/|^^,  or  lV)V^mn,  as 
Mr.  Payne  Smith  reads  it.  As  I  am  unable  at  present  to  consult  the 
MS.  itself,  I  do  not  know  which  of  these  readings  is  the  true  transcript 
of  the  original;  but  I  think  the  sense  is  obvious.  The  phrase  must 
mean,  either  **  mixed  with  pigments,"  e.ff,,  red  and  black  ink,  etc.,  or 
"  mixed  with  lampblack." 

My  own  share  in  the  interpretation  of  this  colophon  is  a  matter  of 
very  small  importance;  but  as  my  name  has  been  brought  forward  in  so 
prominent  a  manner,  it  is  only  just  to  myself  to  state  the  exact  truth. 
The  fact  is  that,  in  a  private  letter  to  Dr.  Land  some  years  ago,  I  sent 
a  copy  of  the  colophon,  accompanied  by  my  interpretation  of  it,  without 
any  notion  of  its  being  published.     I  knew  nothing  of  Dr.  Land's 
intention  of  publishing  it,  until  I  saw  it  in  his  Anecdota  St/riaca.     He 
was,  of  course,  quite  at  liberty  to  publish  it ;  but  as  I  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  correcting  the  press,  I  am  not  responsible  for  the  words  in 
which  my  interpretation  is  conveyed.     But  in  the  interpretation  of  a 
passage  of  Syriac,  Dr.  Land  is  far  more  able  to  defend  his  own  ex- 
position than  I  should  be;  and  therefore  I  leave  that  question  in  his 
hands.     As  far  as  I  can  remember  I  did  not  substitute  yig^^V)  for 
^.V)V»,  nor  did  I  suggest  the  insertion  of  ''  homini."     But  it  is  pos- 
sible that  in  deciphering  my  Syriac,  Dr.  Land  may  have  been  misled 
by  my  handwriting,  or  he  may  have  made  the  change  from  conjecture. 
If  the  latter  be  the  case,  I  suppose  he  will  hardly  retain  this  conjecture 
after  the  observations  of  Dr.  Wright 

My  own  translation,  as  published  in  a  hasty  notice  of  Mr.  Fajftie 
Smith's  Syriac  Cyril  in  the  Ltteranj  Churchman  of  Feb.  1^  1859,  was 
as  follows: — "O  Lord!  refuse  not  fhc  rewnrd  of  the  five  pairs  tbat 
labour  to  sow  thy  seed  by  means  of  the  mixture  of  lampblaek,  Iv  the 
field  of  animals,  by  the  wings  of  birds,  and  by  the  power  of  God/' 

There  are  in  this  some  minor  inaccuracies Ye.^.,  "refuse  not/*  and 
"  by  the  field  "  for  **  in  the  field,"  i.  e.,  the  skin  ^parchment) ;  but  the 
real  question  after  all  is  this,  "Is  thi^  interpretation  of  the  colophon 
substantially  true.'*  Dr.  Wright  stntf^s  that  'Mie  does  not  pretend  to  be 
able  to  translate  this  sentence;"  and  the  best  Syriac  scholar  in  England 
(as  I  believe),  Mr.  Payne  Smith,  declined  to  insert  a  translation  of  it 
in  his  English  edition.  But  Dr.  Wright  has  since  very  candidly 
admitted  that  my  interpretation  \t  probably  substantially  truei  and  Mr. 
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Pajne  Smitb  adopted  mj  view  as  the  most  probable  guess,  as  soon  as 
I  proposed  it  to  him.  With  that  courtesy  and  readiness  with  which  he 
always  piaees  his  vast  stores  of  Syriac  knowledge  at  the  service  of  those 
who  desire,  like  myself,  to  learn  from  him,  he  immediately  discassed 
the  passage  with  me,,  and  explained  the  origin  of  his  doubts.  These 
doubts,  I  believe,  no  longer  exist. 

I  must  apologize  for  oocupying  so  much  of  your  space  with  personal 
details,  but  I  feel  it  necessary  to  defend  this  interpretation,  lest  the 
authority  of  so  eminent  an  orientalist  as  Dr.  Wright  should  lead  some 
Syriao  students  to  doubt  the  interpretation  of  a  passage,  which,  I 
believe,  will  now  be  recognized  as  the  only  one  of  which  the  passage 
admits. 

H.  T.  Rose. 


BIBLICAL  CHRONOLOGY. 

If  it  be  true  that  more  than  three  hundred  difiFerent  opinions  have  been 
raised  with  reference  to  Biblical  chronology,  it  seems  to  follow  that  we 
cannot  dispense  with  historical  testimony  in  order  to  arrive  at  any 
fixed  dates.  That  it  is  only  by  such  a  process  that  we  can  establish  a 
satisfactory  basis  for  the  settlement  and  adjustment  of  the  Scriptural 
chronology,  may,  we  conceive,  be  shewn  by  a  reference  to  the  evidence 
by  which  the  Jewish  date  of  the  Exodus  is  fixed.  It  may  be  true 
that  Bunsen  may  have  been  led  by  Egyptian  and  extraneous  sources 
only  to  presume  what  is  the  range  within  which  that  date  falls.  Now, 
we  would  gladly  and  thankfully  have  accepted  the  result  of  his 
researches  in  this  instance,  if  other  authentic  testimony  had  been  duly 
recognized.  As  it  is,  we  can  understand  those  who  speak  of  **  follow- 
ing Bunsen  implicitly,  when  he  leads  us  in  virtue  of  an  overwhelming 
concurrence  of  Egyptian  records,  and  of  all  the  probabilities  of  the  case, 
to  place  the  Exodus  as  late  as  1320  or  1314  B.C." 

The  general  reader  might  be  led  to  understand  that  this  was  a  result 
necessarily  independent  of  historical  testimony  of  Scripture  with  which 
it  is  unconnected.  When,  however,  this  strong  opinion  as  to  the  date 
of  the  Exodus  is  accompanied  by  the  advocacy  of  other  date»  insinu- 
ated on  the  same  evidence  of  other  than  Scripture  sources,  we  are 
bound  to  discriminate  between  the  nature  of  the  proof  in. the  case  of 
the  Exodus  datc^  and  that  of  others  by  which  the  Scripture  chronology 
is  disturbed.  The  proof  in  the  case  of  the  Exodus  date,  1314  B.C., 
may  be  stated  tbvia.  There  is  the  testimony  of  Rabbi  Hillel,  an  ancient 
Jewish  chroQologer  under  the  Christian  era,  whose  *' expositions*'  were 
"  historical/*  or  accepted  as  such.  He  was  the  framer  of  the  '^Jewish 
mundane  era,"  and  to  him  is  ascribed  the  introduction  .in  the  middle 
of  the  fourth  century  of  the  modern  Jewish  calendar.  It  is  this  Hillel 
.  who,  in  a  work  baaed  tm  Scriptural  data,  and  not  on  sources  indepen- 
dent of  the  Scriptures,  fixes  the  Exodus  at  the  year  1314  b*0.>  which 
16  the  last  term  of  tl>c  range  within  which  Bunsen's  dates  are  contained. 
The  date  thua  fixed  in  Hillel's  or  the  Jewish  scheme  is  [making  allow- 
ance for  certain  astronomical  calculations  which  account  for  a  difference 
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of  about  two  years]  a  component  part  of  the  system  of  Biblical  chrono- 
logy, the  items  of  which  are  as  follows  :— 

Years 

(1)  From  the  Creation  to  the  Deluge 1656    . 

Thence  to  the  birth  of  Abraham    292 

Thence  to  thd  birth  of  Isaac    100 

Thence  to  the  Exodus  (Gen.  xv.  13.)    400 

Date  of  Exodus 2448  a.m. 

(2)  Thence  to  the  fourth  year  of  Solomon 480 

Thence  to  the  eleventh  of  Zedekiah 277 

Thence  to  the  sixth  of  Hezekiah  133 

Thence  to  a.d.  1.  (the  seventy  -weeks  being  reckoned 

back  from  a.d.  59,  when  Christ  came  in  judgment 

to  Jerusalem)  422 

Date  of  Exodus.. 1312  b.c. 

Now,  the  argument  which  critical  justice  requires  to  be  drawn  from 
this  result,  viewed  in  connexion  with  Bunsen's  (in  this  one  instance) 
nearly  coincident  conclusion  from  the  Egyptian  records,  is,  that  the 
latter  evidence,  as  traditional,  should  be  regarded  as  confirmatory  of 
the  Bible  evidence,  as  historical.  Let  "  an  overwhelming  concurrence 
of  Egyptian  records"  be  accepted  as  an  independent  proof  of  the 
Biblical  date,  but  let  not  the  Biblical  date,  contrary  to  evidence,  be 
assumed  to  be  derived  from  Egyptian  sources,  which  is  the  refuted* 
alternative  adopted  by  Lepsius. 

Viewed  in  connexion  with  the  Hebrew  records,  "  not  only  is  the 
historical  reality  of  the  Exodus  thus  vindicated"  (pace  Dr.  Williams, 
we  would  say  ^'confirmed")  from  heathen  sources,  but  a  presumption  is 
raised  thereby  in  favour  of  the  historical  character  of  the  Bible  chrono- 
logy* whatever  may  be  the  combination  of  principles  needed  to  harmo- 
nize it  with  any  universally  accredited  presumptions  on  the  other  side, 
derived  from  the  inductive  study  of  philological  and  physical  science. 
Meanwhile,  but  let  not  the  confirmation  from  heathen  sources  of  a 
central  fact  and  date  in  the  scheme  of  Revelation  be  wrested  to  the 
destruction  of  our  faith  in  the  miraculous  or  prseternatural  accompani- 
ments which  the  received  inspired  Records  associate  with  it. 

That  Bunsen's  dates  are  part  of  a  "theory"  at  variance  with  the 
Hebrew  system,  is  evidenced  in  the  present  state  of  chronological 
inquiry  by  the  result  to  which  they  lead — viz.,  "that  we  find  but 
three  centuries  thus  left  us  from  the  Exodus  to  Solomon's  Temple," 
thus  contradicting  the  date  in  1  Kings  vii.,  of  four  hundred  and  eighty 
years,  the  authenticity  of  which  is  assured  to  us  in  the  received  Hebrew 
chronology,  and  which  has  not  been  disproved  to  be  incompatable  with 
the  chronology  of  the  Book  of  Judges,  which  is  followed  by  St.  Paul. 
The  "  four  hundred  and  fifty  years  "  of  the  Judges  were  not  necessarily 
consecutive  intervals  of  time.  It  may  have  been  agreeable  to  the  Divine 
design  that  more  than  one  judge  should  be  raised  up  after  Joshua  at 
the  same  time  in  different  tribes,  and  that  the  record  in  which  their 

*  See  Arnold's  Thedogical  Critic^  vol.  i.,  art.  4. 
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periods  of  judgeship  are  specified  should  be  constructed  without  reference 
to  the  line  of  chronological  years.  So  far  we  may  admit  in  this  instance, 
(and  elsewhere  should  proof  be  given)  the  absence  of  a  merely  "  chro- 
nological element."  Would  that  the  illustrious  foreigner  had  been 
guided  by  this  principle  in  its  application  to  heathen  rather  than  to 
Jewish  and  Christian  annals !  He  might  then  perhaps  have  seen  his 
way  toward  the  vindication  not  only  of  the  Exodus  date,  but  of  the 
whole  system  of  Biblical  chronology. 

C.  G. 


BIBLE  DIFFICULTIES  :— PSALM  XLIX.  3. 

Mr.  J.  Mc  G.'s  copious  remarks  on  this  verse  in  your  last  impression 
(p.  172)  compel  me  to  modify  one  portion  of  my  letter  which  appeared 
in  the  October  number  of  the  Journal,  but  by  no  means  to  give  up 
the  view  1,  in  common  with  others,  take  of  the  first  clause  of  the 
verse  in  question. 

If  Mr.  Mc  G.  will  only  read  contrasted  instead  of  "  connected  "  in 
line  9  of  my  letter,  and  omit  the  words,  "  and  Prov.  viii.  4,"  from 
line  13,  I  am  still  prepared  to  subscribe  to  everything  else  I  have 
written  on  the  subject.  I  continue  to  maintain  that  there  are  instances 
(I  feel  sure  of  one)  in  which  the  words  w^  and  d-tw  are  contrasted  as  to 
signification,  although  I  readily  acknowledge  that  in  most  of  the  exam- 
ples he  adduces  they  are  connected  merely  in  poetical  parallelism.  The 
one  instance  I  have  singled  out  as  more  certain  than  any  other  I  am  at 
present  aware  of  is  the  identical  Psalm  xlix.  3.  I  beg  to  submit  that 
Mr.  Mc  G.  has  not  produced  a  single  clause  exactly  analogous  to  the 
first  half  of  this  verse.  All  the  examples  he  uses  in  his  attempt  at  the 
reductio  ad  abmrdum  are  uniform,  and  therefore  one  would  be  as  good 
as  a  thousand.  In  all  these  instances  the  word  -||,  or  the  plural  of  it, 
accompanies  dim,  but  not  v^m^  and  I  willingly  admit  that  in  none  of 
them  do  we  find  any  contrast,  but  merely  a  poetical  repetition  of  the 
same  idea  in  different  words.  But  in  Psalm  xlix.  3  I  believe  there 
must  be  a  contrast  of  meaning,  otherwise  the  words  could  not  be  trans- 
lated: the  repetition  of  -^,  and  the  fact  that  no  other  word  is  con- 
nected with  either  of  the  two  parts  of  the  clause  to  relieve  their  same- 
ness, compel  us,  in  my  opinion,  to  regard  them  as  contrasted.  This 
is  necessary  in  order  to  make  them  tolerably  translateable,  and  still 
more  so  if  we  would  look  for  any  degree  of  poetical  beauty.  Besides, 
I  attach  considerable  importance  to  what  I  said  in  my  former  letter 
respecting  the  latter  clause  of  the  verse,  viz.,  that  it  "is  probably 
meant  to  be  an  explanation  of  the  former,  as  is  often  the  case  in  the 
metrical  portions  of  Scripture."  In  cases  when  ty^  and  dt«  are  found 
merely  in  poetical  parallelism,  rigid  sameness  of  the  parts  is  prevented 
by  the  use  of  a  different  verb,  the  addition  of  -ja  to  the  latter,  or  any 
other  change,  or  by  the  concurrence  of  more  than  one  kind  of  variety, 
and  moreover  the  effect  is  sometimes  enhanced  by  the  athnach  inter- 
vening.    But  the  clause  we  are  now  discussing  has  nothing  of  the  kind. 
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The  other  ktttanoes  compared  \dth  it  caniriot  be' pronotmoed  npon^th 
eqaal  confidence,  bat  must  be  studied  and  judged  of  in  connexion  with 
their  respective  contexts.  I  have  no  doubt,  however,  in  my  own  mind 
that  ti^  sometimes  denotes  "  man  of  high  degree,"  and  that  it  is 
more  than  once  contrasted  with  tnw,  as  vir  is  with  homo,  dvyp  with 
avOptowos,  and  in  Welsh,  ^tre  with  dyn.  Perhaps  it  would  interest 
the  English  reader  to  know  that  the  authorized  Welsh  version  of  the 
Bible,  which  is  considered  by  some  competent  judges  to  be  superior  to 
the  English,  regards  cno^  in  Isaiah  lii.  3^  Paalm  cxlL  4,  and  Pro  v. 
viii.  4,  in  its  distinguished  sense,  and  translates  it  ffun/r=\in. 

Mr.  Mc  G.  seems  to  maintain  that  the  two  words  are  perfectly  syno- 
nymous. It  is  granted  on  all  hands  that  they  are  often  so,  but  does  not 
«j»H  often  mean  husband  as  opposed  to  wife,  man  as  opposed  to  woman 
(there  is  only  one  instance  of  d'jm  being  supposed  to  be  so  used,  i.  e,^ 
Eccles.  vii.  28),  a  man  of  virile  age  as  opposed  to  an  old  man,  and  a 
man  of  valour  as  distinguished  from  a  coward  ?  (see  Gesenius.)  Such 
frequent  uses  of  the  word  would  alone  be  sufficient  to  give  the  word  a 
distinctive  superior  meaning,  and  therefore  furnish  a  strong  presump- 
tion in  favour  of  the  position  I  am  endeavouring  to  support.  I  should 
be  very  glad  to  know  that  your  able  correspondents,  Mr.  Crossley,  and 
Q.,  and  Dr.  Davidson  are  still  of  the  same  opinion. 

April  6.  J.  H. 


ISRAELITE  POPULATION  AT  THE  EXODUS. 

In  the  Christian  Annotator  (vol.  iii.,  p.  477,  Dec.  20,  1856)  the  ques- 
tion raised  as  to  the  increase  of  the  Jewish  population  from  310  to 
603,550  men  of  war  (Gen.  xv.  13;  Exod.  xii.  37,  40;  Numb.  i.  46; 
xi.  21 ;  Acts  vii.  6  ;  Gal.  iii.  17),  was  replied  to  by  observing  that  the 
rate  of  increase  from  310  to  2,416,000  men,  women,  and  children  in 
215  years  was  1^  per  annum,  and  in  400  years,  1^  per  annum.  To 
this  I  may  add,  that  the  population  of  England  and  Wales  had  about 
doubled  in  fifty  years  from  1801  to  1851,  whilst  in  the  United  States 
from  1800  to  1850  the  population  had  quadrupled  and  two  millions 
over  (Compan.  Brit,  Almanac,  1855,  p.  25).  The  rule  for  estimating 
the  annual  increase  of  the  Israelites  is,  for  215  years 

2J5   .2416000=  104256 
^     310 
And  for  400  years 

^^^     24 1 6000=  1  0226553 

To  make  this  intelligible  to  those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the 
use  of  logarithms,  I  will  attach  to  the  logarithms  below  on  the  left,  the 
natural  numbers  on  the  right.  I  commence  with  the  assumption,  as 
old  as  Herodotus,  and  yet  undisturbed  for  general  historical  purpo^s, 
that  there  are  three  generations  in  a  century;  rejecting  for  reasons 
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assigned  ia  the  ftlK>ve  work  the  limit  of  215  jean,  and  asaQmiDg  that 
of  a  period  of  400  years* 


Logarithms. 

2-4913617 



Natural  numbers. 

310 

Population. 

310 

Increase. 
310 

End 

of  years. 

•3243113 

= 

1-0226553  x33i 

2-8156730 

= 

816 

506 

33^ 

2*4913617 
.6486226 

r=: 

310 
10226553x661 

3-1399843 

= 

310 
1-0226553x100 

1380 

564 

6&I 

2.4913617 
-9729338 

3-4642955 

= 

2927 

1547 

100 

2-4913617 
1-9458676 

= 

310 
10226553x200 

4-4372293 

= 

310 
1-0226553x300 

27,367 

24,440 

200 

2-4913617 
2-9188014 

5-4101631 

=- 

310 
10226553x400 

257,146 

229,779 

300 

24913617 
38917352 

6.3830969 

^ 

2,416,000 

2,158,854 
2,416,000 

400 

Thus  the  English  population  in  half  a  century  increased  twofold, 
that  of  the  United  States  fourfold,  and  that  of  the  Israelites  fivefold; 
that  ancient  people  allowed  polygamy,  whilst  the  two  modern  nations 
adopt  monogamy  as  one  check  to  population.  The  above  will  serve  to 
shew  how  rapidly  a  geometrical  progression  advances  in  the  latter  stages 
of  a  long  period.  The  short  rule  is  simply  3 10(1  ■022(5553)*™;  and 
the  increase  of  1-^  person  per  annum  out  of  310  persons  will  not  be 
thought  extraordinary  by  any  one,  but  the  result  h  startling,  because 
in  the  400  years  the  310  original  persons  are  multiplied  77S>3  times,  or 
1 9  times  each  year  on  the  average.  Recent  questions  raised  by  Dr. 
Colenso  have  given  new  interest  to  this  subject. 

Lichfield,  May  21,  1863.  Thomas  John  Buckton. 


JOHN  XIX.  10,  II. 


I  TARE  notice  of  T.  T.'s  remarks  upon  John  xix.  10,  11,  and  upoti  my 
Yiew  of  the  passage,  partly  to  say  ft  few  words  to  him  peraeiQaliy,  ■  and 
partly  to  review  his  arguments.  I  will  take  no  ^rther  notice  of  the 
anecdote  by  which  he  introdilces  his  remarks,  thaa  hint  that  the 
i*  person  of  conaiderable  theological  attainments,"  who  was  first  intro- 
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diiced  by  him  to  S.  T.  Coleridge's  views  of  the  passi^  under  considera- 
tion, mast  have  been  joking  when  he  spoke  as  he  is  reported  to  have 
done ;  and  must  hare  found  considerable  amusement  in  T.  T.'s  letter, 
if  his  perversion  to  popery  permits  him  to  read  The  Journal  of  Sacred 
Literature,  That  he  should  impute  motives  to  myself  is  of  more 
importance  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  Does  T.  T.  think  that  none  but 
those  who  advocate  new  views  are  sincere  inquirers  after  truth  ?  Does 
he  think  that  those  who  hold  old  views  do  so  merely  because  they  are 
old?  If  he  does  not,  why  should  he  insinuate  that  I  was  "carried 
away  by"  my  "indignation  at  the  novelty  of"  your  contributor's  inter- 
pretation ?  Ordinary  courtesy  might  have  enabled  him  to  reply  to  my 
arguments  without  questioning  my  honesty  of  purpose.  Christian 
charity  might  have  led  him  to  the  belief  that  I  am  as  anxious  an 
inquirer  after  the  true  interpretation  as  himself.  He  charges  me  vnth 
arguine  "  somewhat  unfairly."  With  this  I  find  no  fault.  He  thinks 
so,  and  has  a  perfect  right  to  say  so,  since  he  tries  to  make  his  charge 
good :  vnth  what  success  I  leave  others  to  determine.  But  he  cannot 
know  mv  motives,  and  has  no  right  to  insinuate  that  I  support  a  view 
merely  because  it  is  old,  and  reject  one  because  it  is  new.  It  U 
humiliating  to  need  to  make  these  remarks  on  what  is  due  from  one 
educated  man  to  another. 

T.  T.  admits  that  I  am  right  in  regard  to  Pilate's  "jurisdiction  in 
the  abstract."  I  will  not  question  the  accuracy  of  the  phrase,  but 
remind  T.  T.  that  Pilate  boasts  of  his  absolute  jurisdiction  over  a 
"supposed  criminal:"  "Knowest  thou  not  that  I  have  power  to  crucify 
thee,  and  have  power  to  release  thee  ?"  Now  did  Pilate  get  jurisdiction 
from  6  Trapa^iBovf  either  to  crucify  or  release  ?  Was  it  not  because  the 
former  had  such  jurisdiction  in  virtue  of  his  commission  from  Borne, 
that  the  latter  delivered  our  Saviour  into  his  hands  ?  Does  a  judge's 
jurisdiction  expire  every  time  he  leaves  the  bench,  and  revive  every 
time  a  policeman  brings  before  him  a  new  criminal?  I  do  not  even 
suggest  an  answer  to  these  questions ;  for  men  demanding  redress,  or 
lodging  an  accusation,  go  where  jurisdiction  is  already  possessed,  and 
not  where  it  is  to  be  conferred.  But  our  Saviour's  reply  determines 
the  matter  beyond  dispute.  Every  one  who  knows  the  force  of  the 
words  ovK  €?xc^  e^ovalav  ovhefUav,  knows  that  they  exclude  not  this, 
nor  that,  but  all  jurisdiction.  Pilate  oould  not  but  know  that  they 
struck  at  his  e^ovala  in  every  shape.  And  yet  he  knew  that  he  had  a 
commission,  and  so  jurisdiction,  to  try  all  accused  of  crimes  against  the 
state.  And,  therefore,  once  more  I  say  that  he  must  have  felt  that  a 
sillier  piece  of  impertinence  was  never  perpetrated  by  an  accused  person 
than  that  perpetrated  by  our  Saviour,  if  his  words  only  meant  that 
Pilate  received  his  jurisdiction  from  a  Jew.  But  he  was  made  to  under- 
stand that  there  was  supreme  authority,  higher  even  than  that  of  Rome, 
which  was  the  source  of  all  jurisdiction,  and  that  every  one  in  power 
was  responsible  to  that  authority.  He  fblt  that  the  dvwOcv  pointed  to 
heaven,  "and  from  thenceforth  Pilate  sought  to  release  him."  T.  T. 
confounds  two  things  essentially  distinct — jurisdiction,  and  "the  oppor- 
tunity of  exercising  it."     It  is  of  the  first  that  Pilate  and  our  Saviour 
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speak.  And,  therefore,  though  it  be  granted  that  o  wapaBiBo^i  conferred 
the  opportunity,  T,  T.  is  no  nearer  his  end.  I  do  not  need  to  take  any 
further  notice  of  his  remarks ,  and  only  state  in  conclusion,  that  until 
some  arguments  very  different  from  any  that  have  been  adduced  are 
brought  forward,  I  shall  be  forced  to  abide  by  the  old  interpretation. 
Rutherglen,  \bth  May,  1863.  J.  B. 


ACTS  XIII.  20—22. 


The  chronological  question  connected  with  this  passage  is  of  such 
importance  that  it  is  very  desirable  to  ascertain  what  meanings  it  is 
fairly  capable  of  bearing.  The  space  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  years 
is  usually  assigned  as  that  occupied  by  the  successive  judges  down  to 
Samuel.  This  is  the  only  meaning  which  our  Authorized  Version  is 
capable  of  bearing,  but  it  may  perhaps  be  thought  that  the  Greek  is 
capable  of  another  sense.  I  would  propose  to  Greek  scholars  whether 
the  four  hundred  and  fifty  years  might  not  possibly  include  the  reigns 
of  Saul  and  David:  **  And  after  these  things,  for  a  space  of  about  four 
hundred  and  fifty  years,  he  gave  them  judges  until  Samuel  the  prophet: 
afterwards  (ue,,  after  Samuel's  rule)  they  desired  a  king,  and  God  gave 
them  Saul,  etc. :  and  when  he  had  removed  him,  he  raised  up  unto  them 
David,  etc."  The  two  objections  to  the  comprehension  of  Saul's  and 
David's  reigns  within  the  four  hundred  and  fifty  years  are,  1st,  the 
KCLKeiOev  of  verse  21,  and,  2nd,  the  mentioning  the  period  of  Saul's 
reign  in  the  same  verse.  The  xaKeiOev  may,  I  think,  be  fairly  enough 
referred  to  Samuel's  judgeship,  without  of  necessity  referring  also  to 
the  close  of  the  four  hundred  and  fifty  years ;  and  the  forty  years  of 
Saul's  reign  may,  perhaps,  be  a  portion  of  the  four  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  not  an  additional  period.  Olsbausen  thinks  the  two  reigns  may 
be  included :  Alford  denies  that  they  can.  It  should  be  taken  into 
account  that  the  narrative  is  a  mere  brief  abstract  of  Paul's  speech ; 
and  abbreviations  are  of  necessity  obscurer  than  fuller  accounts.  The 
Vulgate  seems  to  signify,  that  the  division  of  the  land  was  made  after 
this  period  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  years. 


THE  ENGLISH  BIBLE  AND  DR.  BENISCH. 

My  object  when  I  first  addressed  you  on  the  above  subject  was  to  allay 
the  apprehensions  of  those  who  might  oppose  a  revision  of  the  Au- 
thorized Version,  on  the  grounds  that  a  door  might  be  opened  to  rab- 
binical views  such  as  held  by  me  as  a  Jewish  translator,  and  as  apparently 
evidenced  by  my  rendering  of  Psalm  ii.  12.  Now  this  object  I  have 
fully  obtained,  as  your  correspondent  candidly  states,  "  I  believe  I  was 
wrong  in  attributing  to  him  (Dr.  B.)  any  intention  of  being  guided  in 
his  views  by  the  conceits  of  the  Talmud."     The  discussion  therefore. 
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as  far  as  I  am  conceraed,  is  brongbt  to  a  close,  as  it  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  impugn  the  correctness  of  any  of  the  statements  brought  forward 
by  H.  P.  m  support  of  the  rendering  of  the  Anglican  Version.  I  will 
only  say  that  the  authorities  referred  to  by  him  were  known  to  me  at 
the  time  I  translated  the  Psalms,  but  that  they  failed  to  convey  convic- 
tion to  my  mind.  I  had  resolved  when  undertaking  the  work  not  to 
count  opinions,  whether  of  Jews  or  Gentiles,  but  to  weigh  arguments. 

Having  stated  in  your  last  my  reasons  for  differing  from  the  An- 
glican Version  and  the  authorities  supporting  its  rendering,  I  mast 
leave  it  to  Hebraists,  and  not  theologians,  to  judge  of  the  soundness  of 
these  reasons.  I  conclude  with  the  remark,  that  the  most  popular 
Jewish  commentator,  whom  the  Jews  call  the  prince  of  Biblical  inter- 
preters,— I  allude  to  Rabbi  Solomon  Yizchaki,  commonly  called  Rashi, 
— is  in  favour  of  my  rendering  of  13,  as  may  be  seen  by  a  reference  to 
his  commentary  in  loco. 

May  29,  1863.  ,  A.  Benisch. 


DATE  OF  CODEX  SINAITICUS. 

I  WISH  to  offer  three  concise  arguments,  for  the  belief  that  the  Codex 
Sinaiticus  is  really  of  an  age  as  early  as  the  middle  of  the  third  century. 

To  the  objection  that  the  Eusebian  canons  are  proof  that  its  age 
cannot  be  earlier  than  the  fourth  century,  may  be  opposed  the  possi- 
bility which  Tischendorf,  in  his  Prolegomena,  seems  to  make  room  for, 
_that  these  have  been  added  by  a  later  hand, — a  conjecture  strengthened 
by  their  being  found,  not  throughout,  but  partially. 

In  Lardner  (ed.  1838,  vol.  vii.,  p.  423),  we  read  that  Porphyry,  in 
the  third  century,  among  other  Scriptures  which  he  objected  to,  alleged 
Matt.  xiii.  35;  Mark  i.  2  ;  and  John  vii.  8. 

In  the  first  of  these,  he  charged  the  Christians  with  ignorance,  in 
ascribing  to  Isaiah  what  is  found  in  Psalm  Ixxviii.  Concerning  the 
second,  he  asks  :  "  Since  the  quotation  is  composed  from  Malachi  (chap, 
iii.)  and  Isaiah  (chap,  xl.),  how  it  comes  to  pass  that  it  is  all  said  to  be 
taken  from  Isaiah  V*  To  this,  Jerome  replied  :  "Ecclesiastical  writers 
have  largely  answered, — but  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  name  Isaiah  has 
been  added  through  the  fault  of  the  transcriber."  . "  Hence,"  observes 
Lardner,  "  we  perceive  that  the  name  of  Isaiah  was  read  in  Mark  i.  2, 
in  the  copies  of  the  third  century."  Lastly,  Porphyry  objected  to  the 
words  "I go  not  up,'*  (John  vii.  8)  as  not  true  and  sincere.  We  may, 
from  this,  gather  that  I  go  not  up,  was  what  stood  in  the  copies  of  his 
day. 

Now,  not  one  of  these  readings  appears  in  the  textus  receptus. 

But  all  of  them  are  found  in  the  Codex  Sinaiticus,  which  gives  the 
text  of  all  three  exactly  as  it  is  shewn  to  have  stood  in  the  third  century. 

I  may  add  that  the  very  valuable  Codex  Amiatinus  agrees  with  the 
Sinaiticus,  in  reading  Isaiah  in  Mark  i.  2,  and  **  I  go  not  up,*'  in 
John  vii. 
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As  evidencing  the  independence  of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus,  I  refer  to 
the  Codei^  Vaticarms,  ipvhich  omits  Isaiah  in  Matt.  xiii.  35, 

la  Mark  i.  2,  the  uncials  are  divided,  some  giving  Isaiah;  others,  as 
A,  E,  F,  G,  *^  in  the  prophets.*' 

In  John  vii,,  all  the  uncials,  except  D,  K,  M,  have  "  I  go  not  up 

YET." 

I  remark  that  it  is  hardly  conceivable,  that  any  one  forging  a  manu- 
script in  the  design  to  pass  it  off  as  of  very  early  date,  would  thus  forfeit 
f6r  it  the  credit  of  conformity  v^ith  the  most  venerable  uncials,  and  at 
the  same  time  expose  it  to  the  assaults  of  an  early  heathen  writer. 

Assuming  that  the  original  text  agreed  with  the  Codex  Sinaiticus, 
and  with  what  Porphyry  objected  to,  we  may  learn  much  from  his 
objections. 

Thus,  in  Matt,  xiii.,  the  words  are  •*  spoken  by  the  prophet,"  not 
written,  Jonah  prophesied  what  is  not  written  in  the  book  of  Jonah 
(see  2  Kings  xiv).  So  Jeremiah  probably  spoke  what  Zechariah  wrote 
(chap.  xi.  12,  13).  In  the  Epistle  of  Barnabas,  s.  2,  and  the  so-called 
Apostolical  Constitutions,  ii.  53,  Zechariah  viii.  17  is  quoted  as  from 
Jeremiah. 

The  quotation  in  Matt.  xiii.  opens  in  the  very  words  of  the  Psalm, 
but  substantially  the  same  appears  in  Isaiah  xlviii.  Thus,  the  Psalm 
says  :  "  I  will  open  my  mouth  in  a  parable,  I  will  utter  dark  sayings 
of  old.'*  In  Isaiah,  we  read  :  "I  have  declared  the /ormer  things  from 
the  beginning,  and  they  went  forth  from  my  mouth'*  The  Psalm  says : 
**We  will  not  hide  them."  The  Prophet  :  "I  have  shewn  thee  hidden 
things."     The  end  or  object  is  the  same. 

It  is  a  psalm  of  Asaph.  Jerome  thought  the  true  reading  might 
have  been  Asaph,  not  Isaiah.  However,  if  we  allow  a  conjecture,  others 
might  prefer  to  suppose  the  psalm  written  by  Isaiah,  and  added  to  the 
collection  of  Psalms. 

Lastly,  from  Mark  i.  2,  in  which  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah  is  prefaced 
by,  and,  as  it  were,  fused  together  with  Malachi's  prophecy,  we  may 
learn  the  liberty  with  which  the  Spirit  quotes  His  own  earlier  commu- 
nications— a  matter  on  which  we  need  much  to  be  instructed. 

Porphyry's  objection  to  John  vii.  8  appears  feeble  enough.  "  I  go 
not  up,**  is  evidently  explained  by  what  follows,  **  for  my  hour  is  not 
yet  fully  come."  To  add  "  yet,**  to  the  first  clause  would  be  objec-> 
tionable,  as  unnecessary.  D.  W., 


NOTES  ON  MARK  IX.  43—50. 

I  HAVE  selected  the  above  passage  for  some  critical  and  exegetical 
remarks,  because,  in  the  view  I  take  of  it,  it  is  closely  connected  in 
subject  with  the  passage  of  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Romans  (iii.  3 — 9), 
my  commentary  on  which  you  did  me  the  favour  to  insert  in  the  April 
Number  of  this  Journal,  and  the  discussion  of  it  may  serve  to  shew 
that  the  teaching  of  our  Lord  relative  to  the  important  matters  common 
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to  the  two  passages  accorded  with  that  of  St.  Paul.  Also  I  have  been 
induced  to  write  the  following  Notes  from  the  circunlstance,  that  the 
author  of  the  essay  on  the  Interpretation  of  Scripture  in  Essays  and 
Reviews  speaks  of  "  Christianity  being  staked  on  the  literal  meaning  of 
the  words.  Where  their  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched." 
I  find  it  hard  to  comprehend  what  especial  danger  to  Christianity  is 
alluded  to,  but  being  sure  that  none  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
true  meaning  of  those  words,  it  will  be  my  endeavour  to  ascertain  this 
without  respect  to  consequences. 

Before  entering  upon  the  proposed  discussion,  it  will  be  well  to  lay 
down  two  principles  of  Biblical  interpretation,  which,  I  believe,  are 
generally  acknowledged,  and  may  be  taken  as  guides  for  conducting  the 
reasoning.  First,  that  besides  the  portions  of  Scripture  which  have  a 
literal  and  historical  meaning,  there  are  others  which  must  be  taken 
allegorically ;  and  secondly,  that  an  allegorical  meaning  is  to  be  ad- 
mitted when  the  literal  sense  involves  an  absurdity,  or  contradiction  to 
the  nature  of  things.  The  right  application  of  these  two  principles 
may  be  said  to  constitute  nearly  the  whole  of  what  may  be  properly 
called  scriptural  science.  But  in  applying  them  it  is  often  difficult  to 
decide  respecting  a  particular  passage,  whether  it  is  to  be  taken  literally 
or  allegorically;  and  again,  afler  ascertaining  that  the  sense  must  be 
allegorical,  there  is  generally  the  still  greater  difficulty  of  discovering 
what  that  sense  is.  These  remarks  will  receive  illustration  as  we 
proceed. 

I  commence  with  a  critical  note  on  verse  43.  In  the  usual  render* 
ing  of  this  verse  koXov  is  translated  as  if  it  were  in  the  comparative 
degree,  on  account  of  tj  following.  But  if  mere  comparison  between 
one  thing  and  another  were  intended,  there  iq)pears  to  be  no  sufficient 
reason  why  the  comparative  degree  should  not  have  been  used.  Thk 
objection  will  be  obviated  by  taking  koXov  positively,  and  translating  as 
if  j  were  immediately  preceded  by  fwXKov^  this  being  not  an  uncommon 
elUpsis.  "And  if  thy  hand  cause  thee  to  offend,  cut  it  off;  it  is  well 
for  thee  to  enter  into  life  maimed,  rather  than  having  two  hands  to  go 
into  Gehenna,  into  the  unquenchable  fire."  According  to  this  transLa- 
tion^  the  sense  conveyed  by  verses  43^  45,  and  47,  is  such  as  follows: 
To  avoid  offence  by  cutting  off  a  hand,  or  a  foot,  or  plucking  out  an 
eye,  that  is,  at  the  cost  of  mudi  pain  and  self-sacrifice  to  secure  an 
entrance  into  eternal  Hfe,  is,  positively,  well,  on  account  of  the  sor- 

Eassing  value  of  life;  and,  comparatively,  it  is  better  to  do  this  than, 
aving  two  hands,  two  feet,  two  eyes,  that  is,  not  having  made  any 
self-sacrifice,  to  be  compelled  on  that  account  to  undergo  the  much 
sorer  punishment  of  the  unquenchable  fire  of  Gehenna.  This  inter- 
pretation, however,  seems  to  imply  that  the  end  or  effect  of  the  pain 
and  punishment  is  in  both  cases  the  same.  This  point  may  admit  of 
being  cleared  up  by  the  subsequent  reasoning. 

Verse  44.  "Where  their  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fife  is  not 
quenched,"  which  is  quoted  from  IsaAih  Itvi,  24,  is  plainly  added  as  an 
explanatory  amplification  of  what  imftiediately  precedes.  There  are  no 
corresponding  wordain  the  paralld  passage  of  St.  MaUhew  (xviii.  8,  ft). 
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In  order  to  arriye  at  the  true  sense  of  this  r^rse,  it  will  be  proper  to 
consider  the  two  elanses  separately.  Now  with  respect  to  the  first 
dause,  we  may  at  once  determine  by  the  application  of  the  second  of 
the  above-mentioned  principles,  that  it  must  be  taken  in  an  allegorical 
signification.  For  the  worm  ((rtcwXtfl)  here  spoken  of  is  literally  that 
which  feeds  on  dead  bodies,  of  which  it  would  be  contrary  to  fact  to 
say  that  it  does  not  die.  What  then  is  the  allegorical  meaning  ?  Those 
who  say  that  it  means  "  extreme  misery,"  should  be  careful  to  tell  us 
the  steps  of  the  induction  by  which  they  reach  this  conclusion.  The 
feeble  worm  which  feeds  on  mortal  remains  presents  to  our  sight  nothing 
capable  of  causbg  pain  or  misery.  This  text  has  given  occasion  for 
descriptions  (such  as  those  in  Book  i.  of  Pollok*s  Course  of  Time) 
which  are  mere  creations  of  the  imagination,  having  no  basis  in  our 
outward  perceptions  to  rest  upon.  The  few  and  simple  words  of 
Scripture  appear,  on  the  contrary,  to  refer  to  a  fact  of  common  observa- 
tion fbr  the  purpose  of  indicating,  by  a  distinct  and  visible  emblem, 
that  there  is  a  living  principle  which  destroys  mortality,  and  which,  for 
that  very  reason,  does  not  die.  If  we  be  guided  solely  by  the  use  of 
onr  senses — and  apart  from  experience  and  observation  of  the  external 
world  there  is  no  foundation  of  scriptural  science — this  is  all  that  can 
be  gathered  respecting  the  allegorical  meaning  of  the  first  clause.  I 
have  given  in  the  Clerical  Journal  of  June  5,  1862  (p.  526),  an  expla- 
nation of  this  clause  for  the  most  part  the  same  as  the  foregoing;  but 
I  did  not  there  enter  upon  the  explanation  of  the  other,  nor  indicate 
the  connexion  and  mutual  relation  between  the  two.  These  questions 
I  proceed  to  consider  now. 

The  second  clause,  like  the  first,  has  reference  to  means  by  which 
mortal  remains  are,  or  may  be,  destroyed,  it  being  the  practice  in  all 
nations  and  ages  to  bury,  or  to  burn,  dead  bodies.  But  the  fire  which 
is  used  for  this  purpose  is  such  as  may  be  quenched.  The  fire  here 
qioken  of  is  especially  called  in  verse  43,  ra  irvp  to  aapearov,  "  the 
unquenchable  fire."  Here  I  cannot  forbear  remarking  that  the  transla- 
tion  of  these  words  in  the  Authorized  Version,  '*  the  fire  that  never 
shall  be  quenched,"  is  not  sufficiently  dose  to  the  original,  and  does  not 
convey  exactly  the  same  sense.  For  the  distinctive  epithet  ctafietrroPt 
which  is  inapplicable  to  natural  fire,  on  that  very  account,  according  to 
the  principle  before  cited,  indicates  that  an  allegorical  meaning  is  here 
intended.  Now  the  all^rical  meaning'  of  the  destruction  of  dead 
bodies  by  fire  may  be  widely  differrat  from  that  of  their  being  consumed 
by  worms,  iiMsmuch  as  natural  fife  not  only  consumes  and  destroys, 
but  is  also  capable  of  causing  pain,  and  can  purify  and  transform.  It 
will,  therefore,  be  proper  to  enquire,  next,  what  is  the  exact  allegorical 
sense  of  the  assertion  in  verse  44,  ''  the  fire  is  not  quenched"  (to  rOp 
oif  cpivvtnai). 

First,  it  may  be  remarked  that  that  assertion  is  to  be  interpreted  by 
the  a>ithet  ifffieff-Tov  going  before,  so  as  to  signify  that  the  fire  is  not 
qnenoied  because,  from  its  essential  quality,  it  is  unquenchable.  In 
order  to  learn  how,  or  why,  the  fire  here  signified  has  this  quality,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  ascertain  previously  what  is  the  allegorical  meaning 
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generally  of  **  fire  "  in  Scripture.  It  will,  I  think,  be  made  sufficiently 
clear  by  the  following  quotations  that  fire  symbolizes  the  effect  of  law, 
and  especially  the  efi^ect  of  the  operation  of  law  in  the  judgment.  In 
Deut.  xxxiii.  2,  at  the  commencement  of  the  blessing  of  the  children 
of  Israel  by  Moses  before  his  death,  these  words  occur:  **The  Lord 
came  from  Sinai,  .  .  .  from  his  right  hand  went  a  fiery  law  for  them." 
The  Hebrew  is,  "a  fire  of  law."  Mention  is  made  in  Heb.  x.  27  of 
"  a  certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judgment  and  indignation  of  fire  that 
will  destroy  the  adversaries"  {irvpo^  f^Xos  haOUtv  fUWovro^,  jc.t.X.). 
In  the  second  apocryphal  book  of  Esdras  (xiii.  38)  it  is  expressly  said 
that  •*  the  law  is  like  unto  fire."  And  again  (xvi.  53),  **  God  shall 
burn  coals  of  fire  upon  the  head  of  him  that  saith  before  the  Lord  God 
and  his  glory,  I  have  not  sinned."  Judgment  according  to  the  law 
given  from  **the  mount  that  burnt  with  fire"  (Heb.  xii.  18),  brings 
"  tribulation  and  anguish  upon  every  soul  of  man  that  doeth  evil " 
(Rom.  ii.  9).  This  "fire  of  law"  to  which  in  St.  Mark  the  epithet 
ufffieffTov  is  applied,  in  the  parallel  passage  of  St.  Matthew  is  called 
TO  TTvp  TO  aiwviov.  lu  thc  letter  already  referred  to,  it  was  argued  that 
the  term  atwvtov  applied  to  a  word  designating  an  object  of  common 
observation  or  experience,  indicates  the  perpetuity,  as  to  operation  or 
effect,  of  that  which  the  natural  object  symbolizes.  In  fact,  the  holy 
law  of  God  cannot  but  be  eternal  in  its  operation  and  effect. 

But  while  this  interpretation  is  given  to  the  second  clause,  regard 
must  still  be  had  to  the  meaning  of  the  first.  The  Scriptures  place  the 
two  in  connexion,  and  we  ought  not  to  separate  them.  But  according 
to  the  foregoing  argument,  the  first  clause  simply  signifies  that  mor- 
tality (symbolized  by  dead  bodies)  is  destroyed  by  a  principle  of  life; 
or,  as  St.  Paul  writes,  quoting  from  Isaiah  xxv.  8,  ''  Death  is  swallowed 
up  in  victory."  With  this  agree  the  words  in  Hosea  (xiii.  14):  "O 
death,  I  will  be  thy  plagues;  O  grave,  I  will  be  thy  destruction." 
Hence,  by  taking  the  two  clauses  in  conjunction,  it  must  be  concluded 
from  this  reasoning  that  the  end  is  immortality,  and  that  the  means  by 
which  the  end  is  brought  about  is  the  operation  of  the  fire  of  law  in 
judgment.  This  doctrine  agrees  with  that  which  I  deduced  from  the 
passage  commented  upon  in  my  former  letter,  as  compared  with  the 
teaching  in  1  Cor.  iii.  11 — 15.  Moreover  the  very  same  doctrine  ap- 
pears to  be  taught  by  our  Lord  in  verses  49  and  50  of  the  passage  at 
present  under  consideration,  as  I  shall  now  endeavour  to  shew. 

Those  verses  are  intimately  connected,  as  is  proved  by  the  particle 
7a/),  with  the  words,  *'  where  their  worm  dieth  not^  and  the  fire  is  not 
quenched,"  and  by  consequence  with  the  whole  of  the  passage  in  verses 
43 — 48.  They  seem,  in  fact,  to  be  added  for  the  express  purpose  of 
explaining  the  previous  doctrine.  The  first  part  of  verse  49,  "  For 
every  one  shall  be  salted  with  fire,"  should  be  compared  with  the  second 
part,  "  and  every  sacrifice  shall  be  salted  with  salt,"  the  two  clauses 
being  clearly  related  to  .each  other  analogically.  "Every  sacrifice" 
answers  to  "  every  one,"  in  order  to  shew  that  every  one  that  is  salted 
with  fire  suffers  pain  and  death  as  the  slain  animal  of  a  sacrifice,  and 
f*  salt"  answers  to  "fire,"  to  shew  that  the  effect  of  the  fire  is  to  make 
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the  sacrifice  ffood.  The  next  words>  "  salt  is  good,"  distinctly  intimate 
that  that  quality  of  salt  is  signified;  and  those  which  follow,  ''if  the 
salt  be  without  saltness,  with  what  shall  ye  season  it  V  indicate  that 
there  is  no  other  way  to  moral  perfection  than  the  being  **  salted  with 
fire."  Our  Lord  concludes  the  explanation  with  saying,  '*  Have  salt  in 
yourselves,  and  peace  one  with  another,"  which,  interpreted  by  the  ex- 
planation of  what  goes  before,  is  an  exhortation  to  aim  at  moral  excel- 
lence by  the  sacrifice  of  self  and  by  kindness  towards  others. 

The  agreement  of  the  above  views  with  those  I  deduced  from  Rom. 
iii.  3 — 9,  will,  I  think,  be  obvious.  In  fact,  the  important  lesson 
which  both  these  portions  of  Scripture  appear  to  teach  is,  that  the 
holy  law  of  God,  by  which  all  men  will  be  judged,  is  at  the  same  time 
the  sole  principle  of  immortality,  and  that  being  eventually  by  the 
power  of  God  **  written  in  their  hearts,"  it  becomes,  by  a  new  covenant, 
"  the  power  of  an  endless  life." 

Cambridge,  June  10,  1863.  J.  Challis. 


SINAITIC  INSCRIPTIONS. 


WilIj  you,  or  some  of  your  correspondents,  kindly  favour  me  with  the 
titles  and  dates  of  the  best  books  for  information  respecting  the  inscrip- 
tions in  Wady  Mokatteb,  and  elsewhere  in  the  Sinaitic  peninsula?  Any 
information  from  those  who  have  seen  and  examined  the  inscriptions 
would  be  peculiarly  acceptable.  The  works  of  Rev.  C.  Forster,  I,  of 
course,  know,  but  there  is  surely  something  more  recent,  and  on  difierent 
principles  of  interpretation.  C.  H. 


ETHIOPIC  LANGUAGE  AND  LITERATURE. 

I  WISH  to  meet  with  reference  to  the  best  aids  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Ethiopic  language  and  literature.  S.  T. 
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NOTICES   OF   BOOKS. 


The  Negeb^  or  "  South  Country  "  of  Scripture.  By  the  Rev.  Edward 
WiLTOM,  M.A.  With  a  Map.  London  imd  Cambridge:  Mae- 
millan  and  Co. 

In  these  days  of  research,  any  sober  and  scholarlike  investigation  into 
questions  of  Biblical  topography  or  geography  is  sure  to  attract  atten- 
tion. For,  although  much  has  been  done  of  late  years  to  elucidate  and 
clear  up  difficulties,  much  still  remains  to  be  determined.  We  are, 
therefore,  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Wilton  for  his  learned  and  interesting 
monograph,  in  which  he  has  endeavoured,  by  practical  enquiry,  to 
throw  light  upon  an  undoubtedly  vexed  question.  The  first  part  of  the 
book  treats  of  the  geography  of  the  "  South  country" ;  the  second  dis- 
cusses its  special  characteristics— chiefly  physical  and  zoological ;  and 
the  third  is  an  elaborate  attempt  to  identify  the  exact  sites  of  the 
different  cities  of  the  ^^  South  country  "  enumerated  in  Joshua  xv.  21 
— 32.  The  author  has  introduced  illustrations  of  Scripture  whenever 
he  has  found  it  possible,  and  he  reminds  us  that  his  great  object  is  to 
promote  a  more  intelligent  study  of  the  Bible,  and  an  increased  appre- 
ciation of  its  wonderful  literary  resources.  If  success  attends  this 
endeavour,  Mr.  Wilton  proposes  to  deal  with  the  other  portions  of  the 
Holy  Land  in  the  same  manner,  so  as  to  present  a  critical  and  exhaus- 
tive treatise  on  the  physical  and  historical  geography  of  Palestine. 
We  can  only  say  that,  in  the  interests  of  Biblical  science,  we  hope  he 
will  be  encouraged  to  prosecute  his  plan,  and  to  give  us  all  he  wishes 
to  give  us.  In  this  volume,  he  has  undertaken  a  difficult  task,  but 
there  is  in  it  so  much  to  commend,  that  we  can  assure  our  readers  they 
will  be  gratified  and  instructed  by  its  perusal. 

As  fi>r  the  word  Negeb^  which  appears  in  the  title,  it  is  taken  to 
mean  originally  Jry,  and  hence  generally  the  South  or  South  country. 
When  not  otherwise  defined,  it  is  a  curious  question  what  is  meant  by 
the  Negeb.  Dr.  Kitto  thought  it  referred  to  the  uplands  of  Judah,  and 
a  writer  in  this  Journal  (April,  1860)  takes  it  to  comprehend  "the 
Sinaitic  peninsula,  and  the  whole  country  spreading  northwards  to  the 
Mediterranean  and  the  Canaanite  border."  The  application  of  the 
word  is  generally  considered  uncertain  and  irregular,  but  Mr.  Wilton 
tries  to  shew  that  it  specially  describes  the  country  extending  firora  the 
mountains  and  lowlands  of  Judah  on  the  north,  to  the  mountains  of 
Azazimeh  on  the  south,  and  from  the  Dead  Sea  and  southern  Ghor  on 
the  east,  to  the  Mediterranean  on  the  west.  But,  besides  this,  it  had 
extensions  to  the  north-east  and  to  the  south-west.  For  the  better 
understanding  of  these  conclusions,  a  good  map  is  introduced.  We 
would  not  at  all  be  understood  to  endorse  every  conclusion  and  criticism 
of  the  volume,  but  we  wish  to  say  that  it  is  a  fair  example  of  the  uses 
to  which  learning  may  be  put,  and  that  it  throws  a  new  light  upon  not 
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a  few  passages  of  Holy  Scripture.  We  like  the  tone  and  spirit,  as  well 
as  the  plan  and  aim  of  the  hook  ;  for,  while  much  use  has  heen  made 
of  other  atithorities,  they  are  criticised  in  a  frank  and  proper  manner 
whenever  necessary,  and  where  passages  of  Soripture  fall  for  discussion, 
they  are  dealt  with  as  the  sacred  volume  ought  to  he  dealt  with.  If 
ingenuity  and  learning,  combined  with  sohriety,  recommend  an  author, 
Mr.  Wilton  is  recommended.  We  are  sorry  that  the  space  now  at  our 
disposal  prevents  us  from  fully  discussing  the  merits  of  this  work,  but 
we  think  it  likely  that  we  may  return  to  it  again.  In  the  meantime, 
we  thank  Mr.  Wilton  for  this  contribution  to  our  stores,  and  give  an 
extract,  to  shew  his  style  and  manner.  We  may  also  observe  that  Mr. 
Wiltcm  has  rejninted,  in  his  volume,  an  article  contributed  to  this 
Journal,  on  "  Gerar  and  its  Philistine  inhabitants,"  {J,  8.  i.,  July, 
1860.)  Joshua  xv.  21 — 32,  contains  a  list  of  cities  in  the  Negeb, 
belonging  to  Judah.  The  names  and  localities  of  all  the  cities  are 
discussed  by  Mr.  Wilton,  in  Part  III.,  as  already  intimated,  and  from 
this  portion,  pp.  137 — 141,  we  quote  the  folloT^*ing  passage  : — 

"  Hazar-Shual.'' — The  seventeenth  city  is  mentioned  four  times.  In  two  of 
these  passages,  it  stands  between  Moladan  and  Beershebra,  which  might  almost 
dispose  QS  to  look  for  it  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  our  last  city.  But  as,  in 
the  two  remaining  instances,  it  comes  between  Moladah  and  Baalah  (S.W.  of 
Gaza),  our  range  is  extended,  and  all  we  can  predicate  of  it  is,  that  it  lays  some- 
where between  Moladah  and  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  We  need,  therefore,  some 
additional  criteria  to  enable  us  to  decide  its  position.  Three  such  are  afforded 
us,  which  we  shall  do  well  to  consider. 

"  1.  The  word  itself  implies  that  the  animal  indicated  by  the  term  Shual,  was 
found  there  in  such  numbers  as  to  give  its  name  to  the  locality.  What,  then, 
was  this  animal,  described  in  various  parts  of  Scripture  as  gregarious  in  its 
habits,  preying  on  dead  bodies,  inhabiting  ruins  and  dry  places,  and  of  which 
there  were  at  least  two  species,  a  larger  and  a  smaller,  the  latter  more  especially 
frequenting  vineyards,  wnere  they  committed  great  depredations  ?  We  cannot 
doubt  that  the  jackal  Ccanis  cmrensj  is  the  animal  principally  referred  to,  for  it 
alone  fulfils  the  several  conditions  above  indicated,  while  its  very  name,  both  in 
Eastern  and  Western  languages,  is  radically  connected  with  the  Hebrew  Shual. 
But  that  the  fox  fcanis  vv^sj  is  included  under  this  general  term,  is  evident 
froip  Cant.  ii.  15,  where  Solomon,  with  accurate  knowledge  of  natural  history, 
which  is  ascribed  to  him,  speaks  of  it  as  *  the  little  shual  that  spoils  the  vines.' 
It  is,  in  fact,  shorter  in  the  legs,  and  otherwise  smaller  than  the  jackal,  and  is 
only  found  ocoasiimally  in  PiJestine,  whereas  the  jackal  is  met  with  in  great 
numbers  throughout  the  country.  There  were  some  spots,  however,  where  they 
abounded  to  such  a  degree  as  to  give  them  their  special  designation.  Among 
these,  is  the  city  now  under  consideration,  Hazar-Shual,  Hhe  enclosure  or 
dwelling-place  of  the  Shual.' 

**  Our  next  enquiry  is— Do  modem  travellers  furnish  evidence  of  the  abun- 
danae  of  the  jackal  at  any  spot  within  the  limits  above  specified,  viz.,  between 
Moladah  and  the  sea  near  Gaza  ?  ,    ^    .        , 

"  Dr.  Robinson  happened  to  fall  in  with  but  two  of  these  animals  during  the 
whole  of  his  travels,  and  one  of  them,  singularly  enough,  was  seen  by  him  near 
Milh  (Moladah).  On  the  other  hand,  when  Dr.  Keith  stood  on  the  desolate  site  of 
the  ancient  Gaza,  and  saw  that  the  predicted  '  baldness '  had  indeed  *  come  upon 
it,'  the  only  living  object  within  view  was  *  a  jackal '  freely  coursing  over  its 
bare  surface.  While  our  attention  is  thus  again  divided  between  the  two  extre- 
mities of  our  rtoge  of  choice,  the  testimony  of  a  distinguished  naturalist  comes 


«  We  omit  the  notes  and  references. 
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in  to  put  an  end  to  our  nnoertainty.  *  Jackals  (writes  Hasselginst)  arefinmd  ta 
great  numbers  about  Oaza;  and,  from  their  gregarious  nature,  it  is  much  more 
probable  that  Samson  should  have  caught  three  hundred  of  them,  than  of  the 
solitary  quadruped,  the  fox.'  As  the  latter,  however,  was  included  under  the 
generic  term  Shual,  it  is  interesting  to  notice  that  of  the  three  occasions  on 
which  foxes  were  seen  by  the  Scottish  deputation  throughout  Palestine,  one  was 
while  they  were  travelling  in  the  desert  S.W.  of  Gaza. 

"  All  that  now  remains  is  to  discover  a  site  near  Gaza,  on  the  south  side  (for 
the  Negeb  did  not  extend  beyond  Wady  Shertah),  whose  name  shall  suggest  an 
affinity  with  Hazar-Shual.  This,  we  are  at  no  loss  to  do.  The  Scottish  deputa- 
tion, *  about  half  an  hour  N.E.  of  Khanounes,'  (Khan  Ytlnas)  came  to  *  a  small 
village  called  Behiahail^  built  apparently  of  mud  bricks,  but  embosomed  in  trees, 
among  which  a  solitary  palm  raised  its  head.  The  name  of  the  town  is  taken 
from  the  Arabic  name  of  one  of  the  constellations.  It  stands  upon  the  summit 
of  a  rising  ground,  and  the  channel  of  a  stream,  'which  at  one  time  had  watered 
its  gardens,  but  is  now  dry  (June  2),  can  be  plainly  traced.'  The  term  JBeni 
(Sons)  is  now  as  frequent  a  prefix  as  Hazar  used  to  be.  And  that  ShaU  may 
well  stand  for  Shual,  is  proved  by  the  Masoretic  pronunciation  of  the  *  land  of 
Shualim,*  represented  in  the  authorized  version  by  Shaiim. 

**  The  analogy  is  complete,  when  it  is  added  that  the  *  land  of  Shaiim,'  or 
Shual,  *  north  of  Jerusalem,  is  now  called  the  district  of  jBeni-S&lim.'  We  have 
every  reason,  therefore,  to  regard  the  village  of  Benishail  as  the  modern  repre- 
sentative of  Hazar-Shual." 


The  Spirit  of  the  Bible  ;  or^  The  nature  and  value  of  the  Jewish  and 
Christian  Scriptures  discriminated,  in  an  analysis  of  their  several 
Books,  By  Edward  Higginson.  Two  Vols.  Second  Edition, 
revised.     London  :  E.  Whitfield. 

The  author  of  this  work  tells  us  that  he  aims  to  shew  the  spirit  in 
which  the  Scriptures  require  to  be  read  and  interpreted,  received  and 
defended.  He  wishes  to  give  utterance  to  a  thoroughly  free-minded 
and  rational  belief  in  them  as  the  records  of  Divine  reveUition.  '*  Be- 
tween the  perplexing  letter-worship  of  too  many  Scripturists,  and  the 
sweeping  rationalism  which  presumes  to  deny  the  possibility  of  a 
supernatural  revelation,''  he  says,  ^^  I  desire  to  indicate  the  ground  on 
which  rational  Christianity  may  firmly  take  its  stand,  implying  the 
divine  origin  of  Judaism.''  In  the  preface  to  this  edition,  he  says,  "  I 
feel  somewhat  strongly,  that  those  who  have  newly  popularized  Biblical 
subjects,  have  not  always  distinguished  so  carefully  as  was  desirable 
between  the  false  claims  which  they  reject  as  incumbrances  to  Biblical 
belief,  and  the  real  claims  which  the  Bible  cannot  part  with,  if  it  is  to 
remain  a  Bible  to  us."  We  ought,  perhaps,  to  quote  another  sentence 
to  shew  the  author's  ground,  and  his  opinion  of  the  eflfect  of  his  former 
edition  :  "  My  book  has  probably  found  its  readers  thus  far  as  was 
natural,  chiefly  among  Unitarians  and  their  connexions ;  while  I  rejoice 
also  to  know  that  it  has  been  the  means  of  clearing  up  conventional 
difficulties  in  many  sceptical  minds."  The  first  five  chapters  are  preli- 
minary, and  will  be  quite  enough  to  shew  that  the  freedom  which  he 
owns  characterizes  his  treatment  is  the  freedom  of  a  school  with  which 
we  cannot  be  expected  to  agree.  People  accustomed  to  old-fisishioned 
modes  of  thinking  and  acting  in  regard  to  the  Bible,  will  certainly  and 
often  be  startled  by  what  they  read  here.     They  will  fed,  and  we 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1868.]  Notices  of  Books.  457 

sympathize  with  them  thus  &r,  that  there  is  a  danger  in  such  teaching 
as  that  of  Mr.  Higginson,  which  is  none  the  less  real  because  he  is 
staid,  sober,  and  earnest  in  his  utterances.  He  has,  we  believe,  tried 
to  write,  and  he  thinks  he  has  written  impartially,  but  to  us  it  is  very 
apparent  that,  like  many  others,  he  has  been  under  a  decided  doctrinal 
bias.  There  is  in  the  work  unquestionably  much  valuable  material, 
and  many  observations  which  judicious  readers  may  profit  by ;  but 
when  we  remember  that  judicious  readers  are  not  so  numerous  after  all, 
our  commendation  of  the  volumes  must  be  limited.  Those  who  have 
much  to  do  with  the  theological  and  critical  controversies  of  the  day 
may  and  must  find  Mr.  Higginson's  volumes  useful,  even  when  they 
differ  widely,  as  we  do,  from  much  that  he  has  written. 

The  Inspiration  of  the  Book  of  Daniel  and  other  portions  of  Holy 
Scripture :  with  a  Correction  of  Profane  and  an  Adjustment  of 
Sacred  Chronology,  By  W.  R.  A.  Boyle,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  Bar- 
rister.    London:  Rivingtons.     1863. 

We  had  hoped  to  devote  some  of  our  space  in  this  number  to  a  review 
of  Mr.  Boyle's  work,  but  we  have  found  the  subject  one  requiring  very 
careful  handling,  and  this  the  pressure  of  other  claims  has  not  allowed. 
At  present  then  we  only  cordially  invite  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  a 
volume  in  which  we  have  felt  very  deeply  interested,  and  which  will 
we  doubt  not  be  very  generally  received  with  favour.  It  is  divided 
into  several  books,  and  although  its  contents  generally  cluster  round 
the  book  of  Daniel,  yet  they  touch  upon  many  other  matters  of  great 
importance.  As  some  compensation  for  unavoidable  delay  we  copy  out 
at  length  a  somewhat  brief  and  miscellaneous  chapter,  the  tenth  of  the 
first  book,  in  which  the  author  treats  of  "  Daniel's  acquaintance  with 
contemporary  History,  Manners,  and  Customs."  Our  reason  for  quo- 
ting this  particular  chapter  is  partly  its  brevity,  and  partly  the  fact  that 
it  is  not  very  closely  interwoven  with  the  rest.  It  may  serve  to 
suggest  the  qualifications  which  Mr.  Boyle  brings  to  his  task. 

"Among  the  internal  proofs  of  the  authenticity  of  the  book  of  Daniel,  none 
are  more  striking  than  the  exact  knowledge  which  it  displays  of  the  history  and 
manners  of  the  times,  when  it  professes  to  have  been  written,  and  the  general 
cast  of  the  entire  work.  These  evidences  have  been  admirably  brought  out  by 
Herder,  Miinter,  Hengstenberg,  and  others  of  the  orthodox  German  school. 
Its  broader  historical  features  are,  if  possible,  surpassed  in  importance  by  niceties 
of  expression,  and  peculiar  touches  of  history,  the  delicacy  of  which  is  beyond 
the  power  of  an  imitator,  and  exhibits  the  unerring  hand  of  a  master. 

**  Mention  of  the  Medes  <md  Fersiam, — Thus  Daniel,  both  under  Belshazzar 
and  Darius,  speaks  of  the  Medes  and  Persians  i  where,  contrary  to  the  arrange- 
ment adopted  in  1  Maccabees  xiv.  2,  and  to  be  generally  met  with  in  later  writers, 
when  speaking  of  more  recent  times,  the  Medes  are  placed  first.  Now,  this  is  in 
the  strictest  accordance  with  history.  Media  being  the  leading  kingdom  until  the 
reign  of  Cyrus,  in  the  course  of  whose  rei^  the  change  occurred,  though  it 
probably  did  so  later  in  Babylonia,  or  in  conjunction  with  Cyrus,  who  was  him- 
self a  Mede.  The  order,  therefore,  of  naming  the  two  countries  must  have  been 
reversed  in  the  narrow  interval  which  separated  Daniel  firom  Esther.  It  is, 
however,  just  such  a  nicety  as  would  be  likely  to  be  unheeded,  and  was  in  fact 
not  attended  to,  nor  probably  noticed,  even  by  accurate  writers. 
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**TU  book  of  Eilher  is  an  exoepttcm,  for  aMftooi^  botb  orders  of  arraage- 
ment  are  adopted,  jet  they  are  in  either  ease  equally  impropriate.  In  alhudon 
to  oooorrenoes  subsequent  to  the  time  of  Daniel,  the  people  are  spoken  of  as  the 
Persians  and  Modes,  where  l^e  Persians  are  put  fir^,  while,  with  reference  to  the 
historical  records  d  the  two  oonntries,  the  onginal  order  is  preserved ;  the  events 
referred  to  bemg  said  to  be  *  written  in  the  book  of  the  ohronioles  of  Media  and 
POraia.'  This  sta-iot  attention  to  the  relative  priority  of  these  kingdoms,  either  in 
point. of  antiquity  or  of  eminence,  is  not  adhered  to  by  subsequent  writers. 
Thus  in  the  book  of  Esdras  no  rule  is  observed,  but  either  form  is  used  indif- 
ferently, shewing  that  the  writer  had  met  witii  both,  but  was  unacquainted  with 
the  reason  why  they  had  thus  been  variou^  employed. 

**  Josephus  too,  speaking  of  times  anterior  to  this  transposition  of  names  as 
well  as  those  of  lat^  date,  makes  no  distinction  between  tiiem,  but  in  both 
equally  places  Persia  in  the  van.  Thus,  he  says,  that  Shalmaneser  king  of 
Assyria,  who  reigned  a  century  and  more  before  the  time  of  Daniel,  brought  the 
Cutheans  out  of  Pertia  and  Medea,  and  planted  them  in  Samaria ;  while  in  the 
kmg  subsequent  reign  of  the  Persian  Darius  the  son  of  Hystaspes,  he  observes 
the  same  o^xler,  in  mentioning  *the  tcq^arehs  of  Persia  and  Mediae'  Just  pre- 
vioudy  he  uses  the  expression,  Hhe  rulers  of  the  Medes  and  princes  of  the 
Persians ;'  but  this  has  no  apparent  reference  to  the  relative  eminence  or  prepon- 
derance of  the  two  countries,  if  indeed,  from  the  omission  of  the  articles  before 
the  word  'princes,'  the  same  individuals  are  not  referred  to  under  both  titles. 
If  not,  then  since  Media  was  a  province,  governed  under  the  king,  its  rulers  or 
viceroy  may  have  been,  during  office,  of  higher  authority  than  the  princes  of 
Persia,  whose  rank  may  have  been  more  of  birth  than  of  station.  The  disUno- 
tion,  however,  was  even  greater  than  that  which  arises  out  of  the  mere  transpon- 
tion  just  noticed,  since  tiie  two  people  were  very  generally  mingled  undw  a 
oommon  appellation,  the  one  being  merged  or  lost  in  the  name  of  the  other ;  with 
this  difference,  that  while  before  the  age  of  Daniel  they  most  frequently  went  by 
the  general  name  of  Medes,  they  afterwards  passed  under  the  common  designation 
of  Persians.  This  may  be  traced  m  most  writers  of  history,  and  an  instance  of  it 
occurs  even  in  Jos^hus,  when  referring  to  them  apparently  as  nations  ooming  in 
succession,  though,  as  we  have  seen,  he  does  not  usually  attend  to  this  order. 
Sneakinff  of  those  who  earliest  became  known  to  the  Greeks,  he  says,  '  The 
Medes  auso  and  the  Persians,  when  they  were  lords  of  Asia,  beoune  well  known 
to  them;  and  this  was  especially  true  of  the  Persians,  who  led  th«r  armies  as 
fer  as  the  other  continent,'  i,  e.,  Europe.  But  with  the  man^r  historical  errors  to 
be  found  in  the  books  of  ^  Maccabees,  it  would  be  a  highly  improbable  sui^posi« 
tion  that  a  Jew  of  Palestine  of  their  age,  attempting  to  })ass  off  his  writings  as 
that  of  the  prophet  Daniel,  should  have  noted  such  an  historical  nicety  as  that 
involved  in  the  order  of  Media  and  Persia,  in  comparison  with  that  of  Persia  and 
Media,  separated  as  the  use  of  these  expressions  was  by  so  short  an  interval  of 
time.  Daniel  lived  only  just  before  the  reflux  of  that  tide  which,  at  the  date  of 
the  events  narrated  in  the  book  of  Esther,  had  completely  set  in,  and  which  con- 
tinuing thence  forward  to  flow  in  the  same  direction,  gradually  sulHnerged  the 
nsteit  country  of  Medea  in  the  oommon  designation  of  Persia. 

"  ImjMsiiion  of  iVame^.-^The  imposition  of  other  names  which  took  place  in 
the  case  of  Danid  and  his  companions,  appears  to  have  been  a  practice  with  the 
Babylonians,  as  well  as  with  the  kindred  nation  of  the  Egyplaans,  botli  people 
being  derived  from  an  Assyrian  source.  Joseph  had  given  to  him  by  Pharaoh  the 
name  of  Zapnath-paaneah,  sign^^ing  a  revealer  of  secrets.  So  too,  Nebuchad- 
nezzar, when  he  carried  away  capMve  Jehoiaohin,  king  of  Judah,  and  made 
Ma;ttumah,  his  fi^h^s  brother,  king  in  his  stead,  changed  his  name  to  Zed^dah. 
It  wi^'on  this  very  occaaon,  that  the  monarch  is  represented  to  have  given 
Babylonia^  names  to  the  royal  youttra,  Daniel,  Hananiah,  Michael,  wA  Azariah. 
It  is  but  the  simple  fact,  however,  which  is  mentioned,  and  thas  the  book  of 
Daniel  exhibits  the  same  cfaaraottfistic  mark  as  l^e  rest  of  l^e  saored  volume, — 
that  of  e^nple  narrative,  without  any  attempt  at  colouring  or  explanaMon. 

'*  Ca/pUal  PfmitAifie^^f.^^The  author's  inMmate  aoquidntauce  with  Babylonian 
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xaaxamn  and  habits  is  anotiier  rmnarkable  featonin  the  book  of  Diskl ;  ual 
the  artless  and  unobtnisiye  form  in  which  this  presents  itself  is  equally  stnJdng. 
The  capital  punishm^its  whidi  he  mentions  are  in  unison  witii  the  oroef  charaete 
of  the  Babylonians,  and  are  shewn  by  other  testimony  to  have  been  praetiMl 
aaioag  this  people.  The  threat  oi  Nebuoha(hieasar  to  the  Chaldean  astrobgers 
was,  that  they  should  be  '  cut  to  pieces ;'  and  during  his  reign  a  still  more  fearftil 
infliction  was  that  of  being  burnt  aUye,  or  oast  into  a  heated  oven  or  Airnaoe  of 
fire.  Jeremiah,  with  reference  to  the  very  same  monarch,  mentions  the  latter  as  a 
mode  of  punishing  with  death  practised  in  Babylonia.  David  also  i^parently 
makes  allusion  to  it,  as  a  figure  to  express  the  fierceness  of  God's  angw.  Wbsa, 
howeyer,  l^e  Babylonian  empire  was  overthrown,  a  very  different  kind  of  capital 
punishment  is  r^ated  by  Daniel  to  have  prevailed  among  the  Modes  and  F^-sians» 
the  offender  being  IJirown,  not  into  a  fiery  oven  which  would  have  been  opposed 
to  tho  Zend  or  Zoroastrian  system  of  religion,  but  into  a  den  of  lions.  Thu  waa 
a  punishment  peculiar  to  the  Persians,  until  some  centuries  later,  when  the 
barbarities  of  both  the  emperors  were  adopted  by  the  Boman  people.  In  each  of 
these  instances,  therefore,  the  writer  dis^ys  all  the  accuracy  of  a  oot^nporary 
living  at  the  time  of  the  events  which  he  relates.  Of  the  two  Babylonian  punish- 
ments referred  to,  he  describes  the  latter  so  fiilly  and  exactly,  that  Bertholdt 
maintains,  that  we  must  suppose  he  had  himself  seen  .such  an  oven,  and  been 
present  at  an  execution.  In  saying  thk,  he  at  the  same  tame  allows  that  the 
author  must  have  lived  under  the  reign  of  the  Chaldeans;  since  imder  tlie 
Persians,  according  to  their  system  of  religion,  their  mode  of  punishment  could 
not  continue.  The  appropriateness  of  the  several  punishments  thus  referred  to, 
with  the  charact^  and  customs  <^  the  various  people  by  whcnn  tiiey  were  inflicted, 
is  to  be  traced  throughout  the  sacred  volume.  In  J  udsea  the  means  of  death 
spoken  of  are  either  the  sword,  or  else  stoning  with  stones.  In  Gibeon,  and 
apparently  other  countries  in  and  about  Canaan,  one  kind  of  death  was  that  of 
hanging  upon  trees.  In  Babylonia  the  axe  wielded  so  as  to  hew  the  offender  in 
pieces,  or  the  fiery  oven,  are  the  instruments  of  destruction  represented  as 
employed.  In  Persia  the  modes  of  dealh  are  changed  to  hanging  upon  a  gibbet 
or  being  shut  in  with  wild  beasts.  In  the  Boman  territories  the  punishments  are 
described  to  be  those  of  impaJing  or  nailing  to  a  cross,  and  by  combats  with 
wild  beasts  on  the  public  arena. 

"  Turn  to  which  page  we  may,  each  separate  incident  or  allusicm  is  fimnd  to 
be  in  keeping  with  the  external  circumstances  of  the  period^  as  well  as  in  perfect 
harmony  with  other  portions  of  Scripture. 

'*  Custonu  of  the  Bahylomcmt, — ^Various  subordinate  circumstances  are  more 
or  less  casually  noticed  in  the  book  of  Daniel,  which  shew  that  the  writer  was 
£Eimiliar  with  the  habits  of  the  people,  and  the  nature  of  the  country  of  which  he 
speaks,  and  to  point  to  the  hand  of  a  cotemporary.  Thus  the  statement  of 
Daniel,  that  he  and  his  companions  were  by  command  of  the  king  to  be  fed  firom 
the  royal  table,  accords  with  the  customs  of  \h<d  Babylonians.  Among  the 
Persians,  who  adopted  many  of  the  habits  of  the  Babylonians  whom  they  had 
conc^uered,  the  number  thus  maintained  at  the  royal  expense  amounted  at  one 
time  to  the  enormous  number  of  fifteen  thousand  persons. 

''  DeecripUon  of  Dress, — ^Again,  the  dress  of  Daniel's  companions  corresponds 
with  the  descripti(m  given  by  Herodotus,  who  says  that  their  costumes  coiMsist  of 
a  linen  tunic  reaching  to  the  feet,  then  another  tunic  composed  of  wool,  over 
which  was  worn  a  snuill  cloak  or  mantle.  This  threefold  clothing  is  found  de- 
picted on  Babylonian  cylinders;  and  is  exactly  that  which  Daniel  describes  as 
their  coats  or  (marginal  reading)  mantles,  their  hosen  or  woollen  tunics,  and  their 
(under)  garments  or  linen  tunics. 

**  Musical  Instruments* — ^From  the  number  of  musical  instruments  which  are 
mentioned  in  connexion  with  the  dedication  of  the  golden  image,  it  is  evident 
that  music  was  a  ikvourite  amusement  with  the  Babylonians.  Accordingly  this 
^pcMTs  to  have  been  the  case  £rom  Isaiah  xir.  Il»  and  from  a  heathen  writer^ 
Curtius,  V.  3. 

**  Decaff  of  the  Bahylonian  Bmldings, — ^The  following  is  a  remarkable  instance 
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of  the  author's  aoquaintanoe  with  the  nature  of  the  country.  Professor  Heng- 
stenberg,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  last  three  observations,  thus  forcibly 
states  it.  In  chap.  ii.  5,  the  king  threatens  the  wise  men,  that  on  their  foiling  to 
satisfy  his  requirements,  their  houses  shall  be  turned  into  dun^-hea^s.  Bertholdt 
himself  allows  that  the  most  accurate  acquaintance  is  here  shewn  with  the  moda 
of  building  praotiBed  in  Babylon,  and  that  the  piece  must  therefore  have  been 
written  in  Babylonia.  The  houses  in  Babylon  were  built  of  earth,  burnt  or 
simply  dried  in  the  sun.  *  When  a  building  is  totally  demolished  or  converted 
into  a  oonfUsed  heap  of  rubbish,  the  entire  mass  of  earth  in  rainy  weather  is 
gradually  decomposed,  and  the  place  of  such  a  house  becomes  like  a  dung-hill.' 

«  The  prophet  Jeremiah,  in  predicting  the  destruction  of  this  great  city,  con- 
tents himself  with  saying  that  Babylon  shall  become  heaps.  *  He  does  not  so 
distinctly  as  Daniel  refer  to  this  process  of  decomposition,  which  reduces  the  once 
separate  materials  into  one  undistinguishable  mass.' " 


The  Last  Times,  and  the  Great  Consummation,  An  earnest  discussion 
of  momentous  themes.  By  Joseph  A.  Seiss.  Revised  and  en- 
larged Edition.     Philadelphia  and  London :  Wertheim  and  Co. 

Dr.  Seiss  believes  that  his  book  is  of  some  importance,  and  hence  he 
has  it  published  simultaneously  in  England,  Canada,  and  the  United 
States.  The  first  three  hundred  and  ten  pages  are  occupied  with  twelve 
discourses  ;  these  are  followed  by  about  fifty  pages  of  notes  and  addi- 
tions, and  these  again  by  some  seventy  pages  of  "  authorities,  books, 
and  references  on  the  subjects  treated  in  the  volume."  The  object  of 
the  volume  is  the  elaboration  and  defence  of  a  chiliastic  theory.  The 
author  thinks  Louis  Napoleon  is  most  likely  the  personal  Antichrist. 


The  Types  of  Genesis  Iriefly  considered,  as  revealing  the  developm^ent  of 
Human  Nature.  By  Andrew  Jukes,  Second  Edition.  Lon- 
don: Longmans. 

We  so  thoroughly  dissent  from  the  principles  upon  which  Mr.  Jukes 
proceeds,  and  yet  so  heartily  concur  in  some  of  his  conclusions,  that  we 
must  refrain  from  a  critique  of  his  book.  His  theology  will  bear  the 
test  of  orthodoxy  in  most  points,  but  his  criticism  partakes  largely  of 
what  we  should  call  the  mystical  and  allegorizing  spirit,  which  finds  a 
type  where  we  can  only  see  a  parallel  or  a  remote  analogy. 


The  Works  of  John  Howe,  M.A.  Vol.  V.  Containing  the  Treatises 
on  divine  Prescience  and  the  Trinity ;  Letter  concerning  Stilling- 
fleet* s  Sermon,  Three  Discourses  on  Public  Occasions,  etc,  London : 
Religious  Tract  Society. 

This  edition  of  the  works  of  Howe  is,  we  understand,  edited  by  Mr. 
Henry  Rogers,  whose  qualifications  for  the  office  have  been  long 
evidenced  by  his  ably  written  life  of  this  eminent  writer.  John  Howe 
was  one  of  the  master-minds  of  his  time,  and  it  is  not  only  in  his 
Living  Temple  that  he  distinguished  himself.  Whether  in  his  contro- 
versial, his  practical,  or  his  more  didatic  pieces,  we  everywhere  meet 
in  him  with  the  gentleman,  the  philosopher,  and  the  Chnstian.  The 
present  edition  of  his  works  is  very  complete  and  exact,  and  in  a  size 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1863.]  Notices  of  Books.  461 

very  convenient  for  use.  We  may  observe,  that  although  John  Howe^s 
ecclesiastical  views  took  him  into  the  ranks  of  nonconformity,  and 
although  he  was  led  to  write  polemical  treatises  of  different  kinds,  he  is 
one  of  those  authors  whose  earnest  zeal,  enlightened  faith,  and  nobility 
of  mind,  command  the  respect  of  all  generous  minds. 


The  Works  of  Thomas  Goodwin,  D,D.  With  General  Preface  by  John 
C.  Miller,  D.D.,  and  Memoir  by  Robert  Halley,  D.D.  Vol. 
VI.  Containing  "  The  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  our  Salvation.^* 
Edinburgh :  James  Nichol. 

Lovers  of  what  is  called  the  **  old  theology,"  will  be  thankful  to  Mr. 
Nichol  for  the  very  cheap  edition  of  Dr.  Goodwin's  works,  to  which  we 
have  before  invited  attention,  aud  which,  as  well  for  its  value  as  for  its 
cheapness  and  portability,  we  again  recommend.  The  treatise  con- 
tained in  this  volume  is  very  full  and  elaborate,  and  one  which  goes 
more  deeply  and  thoroughly  into  its  subject  than  can  be  expected  of 
authors  who  write  in  these  stirring  times  of  ours. 


The  Pentateuch,  and  its  relation  to  the  Jewish  and  Christian  Dispensa- 
tion. By  Andrews  Norton.  Edited  by  John  James  Tayler, 
B.A.,  Member  of  the  Historico-Theological  Society  of  Leipsic,  and 
Principal  of  Manchester  New  College,  London.  London :  Long- 
man, Green,  Longman,  Roberts  and  Green.     1863. 

This  may  be  called  a  work  on  the  Colenso  side  of  the  controversy 
about  the  Pentateuch.  Mr.  Tayler  says  what  all  authors  and  editors 
say,  whatever  their  subject  and  whatever  their  views, — that  he  thinks 
the  cause  of  religious  truth  might  be  served  by  the  publication.  This 
is  probably  right,  for  most  books  provoke  some  enquiry  and  discussion, 
and  it  really  seems  as  if  the  human  race  were  not  destined  to  unanimity 
until  every  comer  in  the  universe  of  truth  has  been  contested.  Mr. 
Norton  was  an  able  writer,  and  his  work  on  the  Genuineness  of  the 
Gospels  is  well  known  to  critics.  From  that  work  the  present  is 
reprinted,  and  edited  with  a  few  words  of  his  own  by  Mr.  J.  James 
Tayler.  All  parties  can  claim  a  hearing,  and,  therefore,  we  hope  Mr. 
Norton  will  be  heard.  We  believe  his  critical  position  altogether 
wrong,  but,  as  a  writer,  he  commands  our  respect. 


The  Pentateuch  and  Writings  of  Moses  defended  against  the  attacks  of 
Dr.  Colenso.  By  A  Layman.  LondoQ  :  James  Nisbet  and  Co. 
1863. 
The  author,  who  appears  to  be  Mr.  J.  H.  Mann,  writes  sensibly ;  and 
his  book  may  be  profitably  added  to  the  long  list  of  publications  con- 
nected with  the  Colenso  controversy,  as  a  useful  one.  We  are  always 
glad  to  meet  with  intelligent  laymen,  who  are  able  and  willing  to  give 
good  reasons  for  their  faith. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


462  Notices  of  Books.  [Jaly, 

The  Divine  Humm  oi  tke  Scriptures.    By  Taylkr  Lewis.     T^ondon : 

James  Nisbet  and  Co.  186a. 
A  reiy  smtable  book  for  young  men,  especially  sncb  as  are  of  a 
thonghtfnl  torn  of  mind.  We  hope  it  will  find  many  readers,  as  it  is 
everywhere  sober,  and  is  yery  well  written.  Even  when  the  author 
seems  to  us  a  little  fimcifnl,  he  is  none  the  less  sober,  and  while  we  feel 
that  we  most  differ  from  kim,  we  do  so  without  losing  our  lespect. 
The  tone  of  the  book  is  very  much  apologetic,  and  its  tendency  is  to 
increase  reverence  and  esteem  for  the  Bible  as  a  divine  revelation : 
God's  thoughts  in  man's  words;  Divine  ideas  conveyed  throogh  a 
homan  medium. 


I 


The  Life  qfMoses^  in  a  course  of  Village  Lectures.  With  a  Pre£ftce 
critical  of  Bishop  Colenso's  work  on  the  Pentateuch.  By  the  Rev. 
T.  Thornton,  M.A.    London :  Rivingtons.     1863. 

Mb.  Thornton  necessarily  addresses  himself  ad  popuhtm  in  his  man- 
ner, as  well  as  in  fact.  His  little  volume  comprises  a  preface  very 
earnestly  written,  and  calculated  to  impress  as  well  as  to  inform  the 
readers,  whom  he  evidently  contemplates.  The  lectures  were  delivered 
on  Wednesday  evenings  in  Lent,  and  are,  therefore,  imboed  with  a 
thoroughly  religioos  spirit.  We  h&ve  been  much  pleased  with  the  tone 
and  mannw  of  the  author,  and  we  hope  that  such  dergymen  as  feel  the 
need  of  a  manual  for  circulation  among  their  flocks,  will  not  overlook 
this  ;  for,  although  neither  scholastic  nor  anatomical  in  its  style,  it  is 
a  hearty  book,  and  hearty  books  are  wanted  as  much  as  head  books. 
Argue,  criticize,  and  write  as  we  may,  religions  controversies  like 
those  here  treated  will  never  be  settled  by  pure  reason.  The  criticism 
of  faith,  a  loyal,  troe,  and  living  faith,  is  wanted  as  much  as  the  criti- 
cism of  the  intellect.    We  want  both,  and  we  most  have  both. 


Sdenee  Ehusidatwe  of  Servpiure^  and  not  Antagonistic  to  it.  Being  a 
ames  of  Essays  by  John  Radf<»d  YovNa,  fmnerly  Professor  of 
Mathematics  in  Belfast  College,  Aothor  of  An  Elementary  Course 
of  Mathematiesj  etc.,  etc.    London  :  Lockwood  and  Co.     1863. 

We  believe  Mr.  Young  well  able  to  write  a  good  book ;  and,  without 
saying  he  could  not  improve  the  one  before  us,  we  may  say  that  it  is 
calculated  to  be  very  useful.  Just  now,  it  is  a  favourite  notion  with 
some  that  Science  and  Scripture  are  irreconcilable,  and  we  believe 
there  are  many  ^ts  which  seem  to  feivour  the  opinion.  Take,  for 
instance,  geology.  It  is  assumed  by  science,  that  certain  formations 
were  formed  in  a  particular  way,  and  many  ages  before  the  Bible  allows 
the  existence  of  man :  a  human  jaw-bone  is  dug  up  in  these  formations^ 
and  it  is  inferred  at  once  that  the  Bible  is  in  error.  Absmrdity  of 
absurdities  !  Do  we  know  the  true  history  of  every  bed  of  day,  sand, 
gravel,  detritus,  and  so  forth  ?  Do  we  know  very  much  that  we  pass 
over  or  admit  without  questioning?     There  are  expressions  in  the 
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Bible  itsdf  wbidi  we  shall  never  folly  understand.  So  then,  till  we 
know  more,  let  us  believe  more  and  say  leas.  He  was  not  fax  wrong 
who  said,  our  whole  philosophy  was  summed  up  in  our  great  eimosity 
and  our  weak  eyesight. 

Athalie  et  Esther  de  Racine,  avec  un  Commentcnre  BibUque,    Par  le 
Pasteur  Athanase  Coqueeel.     Paris :  Cherbuli^z. . 

The  work  before  us  will,  perhaps,  be  considered  somewhat  of  a  novelty, 
but  when  it  is  remembered  that  in  the  latter  years  of  his  li^s  Racine 
was  a  devout  student  of  Scripture  and  a  truly  religious  man,  the  task 
of  M.  Coquerel  will  not  be  deemed  a  superfluous  one.  He  has  prefixed 
to  each  play  an  excellent  introduction,  and  added  many  valuable  notes 
to  the  text.  The  introductions  contain  a  considerable  amount  of  useful 
information  and  criticism,  and  the  editor  is  right  in  hoping  that  this 
volume  will  be  accepted  as  a  supplement  to  the  existing  editions  of 
Racine.  The  notes  are  very  carefully  compiled,  with  the  view  of 
indicating  all  the  very  numerous  references  to  Scripture  contained  in 
the  two  plays,  and  also  with  the  intention  of  illustrating  and  explaining 
the  more  important  texts.  We  sometimes  see  reason  to  differ  from  kit^ 
in  the  views  he  advocates,  but  we  may,  nevertheless,  strongly  recom- 
mend the  book  to  the  attention  of  those  who  would  not  only  read  but 
understand  these  admirable  productions.  Students  of  BibUcid  criticism 
will  find,  in  the  introduction  to  Esther,  a  discussion  of  several  weighty 
questions  connected  with  the  book  of  the  same  name. 


Leonardi  Hutteri,  Compendium  Locorum  Theologieorum^  Addka  sunt 
Excerpta  ex  Jo,  Wollebii  et  Ben.  Pkteti  compendiis.  Pr«fatus  est 
Dr.  A.  TwESTEN.     Editio  Seeundftr     Berolini :  Wil.  Hertz. 

This  compendium  gtved,  tmder  thirty-four  heads,  and  ia  a  catechetical 
form,  the  principal  doctrines  of  the  old  continental  theology,  and  the 
Scripture  reasons  for  them.  In  our  day^  what  are  called  '^common- 
phMses^ ''  are  not  vm&\x  needed,  but  it  is  v^  eertfon  ihat^  with  all  their 
critical  defect  the  common-place  books  and  compendiume  of  the  six- 
teenth and  seventeenth  centuries  rendered  immense  service.  Some  of 
them  might  be  found  useM  even  now. 


First  Leaves  of  the  Psalter  ;  or  the  first  fifty  Psalms  of  David  metri- 
.    caUy  rendered.     By  Richard  Fhayne,  M.A.,  Rfector  of  East  and 
West  Raynham,^  Norfolk.     Norwich :    H.  W.    Stacy.     London  : 
W.  H.  Dalton.     1863. 

This  pvoxniaes  to  be  a  better  v@rok)n  of  the  Psalms  dian  many  which 
we  have  seen,  and  we  hxx^  the  au^oc  will  be  aUe  to  comi&ete  his^ 
undertaking. 
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The  Incredibilities  of  Part  IL  of  the  Bishop  ofNataVs  Work  upon  tJie 
Pentateuch,  A  Lay  protest,  by  John  Collyer  Knight.  Lcmd- 
don  :  Samuel  Bagster  and  Sons. 
Amid  the  multitude  of  publications  wbich  bave  reacbed  us  adverse  to 
the  criticisms  of  Dr.  Colenso,  we  bave  no  hesitation  in  calling  attention 
to  this,  as  a  very  intelligent  and  commendable  performance. 

The  Unpreached  Gospel;  an  Embedded  Truth,  London :  Simpkin, 
Marshall  and  Co. 

A  very  thoughtful  pamphlet,  by  a  writer  of  an  original  turn  of  mind. 
Many  considerations  are  advanced,  well  worthy  of  attention  in  these 
times.  If  the  reader  does  not  always  agree  with  the  author,  he  will 
get  something  to  think  about. 

Homilies  and  Communion  Discourses,  By  the  Rev.  James  Smith, 
A.M.,  Assistant  minister,  Newhills.  Edinburgh  :  Adam  and  Charles 
Black.     1863. 

These  Homilies  and  Communion  Discourses  are  plain,  earnest,  prac- 
tical, and  evangelical,  and  we  have  pleasure  in  commending  them  to 
the  Christian  reader,  to  whom  their  perusal,  in  hours  of  quiet  leisure, 
will  be  for  edification.  

1.  The  Biblical   Ch/clopcediaj   or  Dictionary   of  Eastern  AntiquitieSj 

Geography^   etc.     Edited  by  John  Eadie,  D.D.,  LL.D.     With 
Maps  and  Illustrations.     Re-issue.     Part  I.     Wesley. 

2.  CasseWs  Illustrated  Bible  Dictionary.     Parts  I.,  IL,  Illi     Cassell, 

Petter,  and  Galpin. 

3.  The  Imperial  Bible  Dictionary^  Historical^  Biographical,  Geogra- 
phical^ and  Doctrinal,  etc.  Edited  by  Patrick  Faibbairn,  D.D. 
Part  I.     Blackie  and  Son. 

4.  A  Cyclopaedia  of  Biblical  Literature,     Originally  edited  by  John 

Kitto,  D.D.      Third   Edition,   greatly   enlarged  and  improved. 
Edited  by  W.  L.  Alexander,  D.D.     A.  and  C.  Black. 

5.  A  Dictionary  of  the  Bible,  comprising  its  Antiquities,  Biography, 

Geography,  and  Natural  History.    Edited  by  William  Smith, 
LL.D.     John  Murray. 

6.  Brown*s  Dictionary  of  the  Holy  Bible.     Corrected  and  improved, 

by  Rev.  Jas,  Smith,    A.M. ;    with  illustrative  notes,  by   Rev. 
H.  Cook,  D.D.,  LL.D.     Blackie  and  Son. 

These  works  seem  to  indicate  an  active  demand  for  dictionaries  of  the 
Bible,  and  we  wish  them  all  success,  so  far  as  they  merit  it.  It  would 
be  an  invidious  task  to  compare  them,  as  they  mostly  appeal  to  different 
classes  of  readers.  At  the  same  time,  they  are  of  different  degrees  of 
merit,  and  may  be  judged  on  different  grounds.  No.  1  is  popidar  and 
plain,  as  well  as  useful ;  but  No.  2  on  the  Ibt  promises  to  be  a  much 
better  book.  No.  3  begins  well,  and  under  good  auspices.  Nos.  4  and 
5  are  already  well  known  and  valued ;  and  No.  6  is  an  old  standard, 
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but  we  fear  it  cannot  be  transformed  into  what  we  sbould  call  a  gooii 
book.  We  intend  to  return  to  this  question  of  the  present  extraor- 
dinary multiplication  of  Bible  dictionaries. 


JDiscussions  on  Church  Principles :  Fopishj  Erastian,  and  Presbyterian, 
By  William  Cunningham,  D.D,,  Principal  and  Professor  of  Church 
History,  New  College,  Edinburgh.  Edited  by  his  literary  Execu- 
tors. Edinburgh  :  T.  and  T.  Clark.  London  :  Hamilton,  Adams 
and  Co,  Dublin  :  John  Robertson  and  Co.  1863. 
This  is  the  fourth,  and,  we  believe,  concluding  volume  of  the  posthu- 
mous works  of  the  late  Dr.  Cunningham.  Like  the  former  volumes, 
it  has  been  edited  by  his  literary  executors,  who  have  made  such 
changes  (few,  apparently,  and  immaterial)  as  seemed  to  them  desirable 
before  publication.  This  volume  is  as  strongly  marked  as  its  predeces- 
sors by  the  peculiar  excellencies  of  its  lamented  author.  It  indicates, 
on  every  page,  great  intellectual  vigour,  and  varied,  well  digested,  and 
powerfully  applied  learning.  Some  of  the  "discussions"  are  very 
valuable,  and  possessed  of  enduring  interest.  We  may  refer  particu- 
larly to  the  papers  on  "The  liberties  of  the  Galilean  Church,"  in 
which  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  account  is  given  of  the 
struggles  of  the  French  Church  against  Ultramontane  views  arid  usur- 
pations ;  and  the  papers  on  "  The  Temporal  Sovereignty  "  and  "  The 
Temporal  Supremacy  of  the  Pope."  Most  of  the  other  chapters  will 
be  chiefly  interesting  to  Scotchmen  and  Presbyterians.  They  bear  on 
the  questions  of  ecclesiastical  principle  and  polity  involved  in  the  great 
conflict  which  agitated  the  Scottish  Church  before  the  Disruption  of 
1843.  We  cannot  help  regretting  that  so  much  of  Dr.  Cunningham's 
strength  was  expended  on  these  somewhat  narrow  and  uninviting  con- 
troversies ;  and  we  fear  that,  from  their  generally  restricted  interest, 
his  many  able  papers  on  such  topics  will  not  meet  with  that  large 
amount  of  attention  which  their  learning  and  earnestness  deserve.      R. 


Die  Psalmen.    Uebersetzt  und  Ausgelegt  von  Dr.  Ferdinand  Hitzig, 

Erstu  Band.  Leipzig  und  Heidelberg :  C.  F.  Winter. 
We  hail  this  work  of  Professor  Hitzig's  as  another  valuable  contribu- 
tion to  our  Biblical  literature.  It  promises,  when  completed,  to  be  one 
of  the  ablest  and  most  learned  of  our  aids  to  a  knowleidge  of  the  Book 
of  Psalms.  That  noble  collection  of  sacred  lyrical  poetry  has  not 
hitherto  been  particularly  fortunate  in  the  treatment  it  has  met  with  at 
the  hands  of  interpreters.  A  rare  combination  of  excellencies  is  re- 
quired in  order  to  do  it  justice.  Learning,  that  can  successfully  grapple 
with  its  many  archaic  and  obscure  expressions  ;  piety,  that  can  enter 
heartily  into  the  elevated  spirit  of  devotion  which  it  breathes ;  and  a 
sound  evangelical  faith,  which  traces  David's  Son  and  David's  Lord 
throughout — are  all  necessary,  in  order  to  grapple  successfully  with  the 
points  of  difficulty  which  it  presents.  It  would  be  easy  to  name  many 
commentaries  on  the  book,  in  which  one  or  more  of  these  qualifications 
are  to  be  traced,  but  difficult  to  point  to  one  in  which  they  exist  in 
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combination  bo  ftilly  as  is  desirable.  In  respect  to  learning,  Dr.  Bitasig^ 
leaves  nothing  more  to  be  wished.  But,  when  we  find  him  denying 
utterly  the  Davidic  authorship  of  Psalm  xxii.,  and  admitting  its 
Messianic  application  only  by  way  of  accommodation,  we  are  compelled 
to  say  that,  in  our  judgment,  one  essential  requisite  to  a  thoroughly 
successful  exposition  of  the  Psalms  is  still  wanting.  The  work,  how- 
ever, is,  for  its  scholarship  alone,  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation^ 
and  cannot  fail  to  enrich  all  who  study  it  with  care  and  diligence.     R. 

The  Song  of  Songs.  A  revised  Translation,  with  Introduction  and 
Commentary.  By  Joseph  Francis  Thrupp,  M. A.,  Vicar  of  Bar- 
rington,  late  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge;  Author  of 
"An  Introduction  to  the  Study  and  Use  of  the  Psalms,"  etc. 
Cambridge  and  London :  Macmillan  and  Co.,  1862. 

Eighty-seven  pages  of  Mr.  Thrupp's  volume  are  occupied  with  an 
Introduction,  consisting  of  a  discussion  of  the  literary  and  critical 
questions  which  have  arisen  around  the  Song  of  Songs.  The  author 
does  not  believe  in  the  Solomonic  authorship,  but  supposes  the  Song 
was  written  a  century  after  Solomon's  time.  The  allegorical  interpre- 
tation is  adopted,  and  hence  Christ  is  the  beloved,  and  the  Church  the 
bride ;  hence  too  the  prophetic  bearing  of  the  Canticles.  The  arrange- 
ment of  the  Song  is  into  seven  portions : — The  Anticipation,  i.  2 — ^ii.  7 ; 
the  Awaiting,  ii.  8 — iii.  5 ;  the  Espousal  and  its  Results,  iii.  6— v.  1 ; 
the  Absence,  v.  2 — 8 ;  the  Presence,  v.  9 — viii.  4 ;  Love's  Triumph, 
viii.  5 — 12 ;  the  Conclusion,  viii.  13,  14.  Each  of  these  sections  is 
first  translated  and  then  commented  upon.  Much  of  the  verbal  criti- 
cism, and  of  that  alone  we  now  speak,  is  commendable,  but  we  are 
afraid  that  the  excellent  author  has  sometimes  gone  a  little  too  far.  In 
general  we  regard  the  volume  as  a  pleasant  and  a  useful  one.  We  do 
not  see  the  force  of  all  the  arguments,  but  we  thoroughly  like  the 
religious  tone  and  manner  of  the  book. 


Bishop  Colenso's  Examination  of  the  Pentateuch  Examined,  With  an 
Appendix.  By  G.  S.  Drew,  M. A.,  Author  of  "  Scripture  Lands 
in  connexion  with  their  History,"  "Reasons  of  Faith,"  etc. 
London:  Bell  and  Daldy.  Cambridge:  Deighton,  Bell,  and  Co. 
1863. 

Mr.  Drew  is  a  careful  and  accurate  writer,  and  one  who  argues  well 
upon  the  facts  which  his  industry  and  experience  enable  him  to  bring 
together.  The  book  before  us  is  his  contribution  to  the  Colenso  con- 
troversy, and  we  think  it  every  way  deserving  of  attention.  We 
should  infer,  indeed,  that  these  p^^ges  were  written  rapidly,  and  amid 
the  first  excitement  caused  by  Bishop  Colenso's  work,  but  perhaps  this 
very  circumstance  has  imparted  additional  vigour  and  fireshness  to  the 
style.  If  Mr.  Drew  had  written  more  leisurely,  or  at  least  had  allowed 
himself  more  time  for  the  composition  of  his  critique,  he  would  pre- 
bably  have  entered  more  fully  into  some  of  his  arguments,  and  would 
not  have  omitted  any  portions  of  Bishop  Colenso's  volume.     His  plan 
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has  been  to  arrange  the  questions  under  discussion  into  a  number  o£ 
groups.  To  this  plan  we  see  no  particular  objection,  although  probably 
Bishop  Colenso  would  rather  be  answered  in  detail  and  in  his  own 
order.  We  have  much  pleasure  in  commending  Mr.  Drew's  brief 
answer  to  the  Bishop  of  Natal,  only  wishing  it  had  not  been  so  brief. 

The  Work  and  the  Word;  or^  The  Dealings  and  Doctrines  of  Ood,  in 
relation  to  the  State  and  Salvation  of  Man,  summarily  'Reviewed^ 
Reconciled^  and  Recommended,  in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of 
Human  Reason,  By  Thomas  Monck  Mason.  London :  Wertheim, 
Macintosh  and  Hunt. 

This  work  is  very  ingeniously  contrived,  and  we  agree  with  much  that 
its  pious  author  has  written,  but  he  is  often  tempted  to  speculate,  and 
then  we  cannot  pretend  to  follow  him.  Our  plan  and  limits  do  not 
permit  us  to  say  much  of  a  work  so  generally  theological,  and,  if  we 
may  so  speak,  so  theoretically  theological. 

Revelation,     London  :  Wertheim  and  Co. 

A  VOLUME  of  seven  hundred  and  forty  pages  by  a  lady  who  appears  to 
have  written  some  other  works,  but  who  would,  we  think,  be  better 
employed  if  Solomon's  words  described  her,  "  She  layeth  her  hands  to 
the  spindle,  and  her  hands  hold  the  distaff."  The  industry  and  zeal  of 
the  writer  are  undeniable ;  she  searches  the  Scriptures  most  diligently ; 
and  she  shews  real  tact  in  applying  her  principles.  As  however,  we 
have  often  said,  so  we  say  again,  that  we  do  not  at  all  believe  in  a 
system  of  exposition  which  turns  the  whole  of  the  Old  Testament 
history  into  type,  prophecy,  and  allegory. 

Kurzgefasstes  Exegetisches  Handbuch  zum  Neuen  Testament.  Von 
Dr.  W.  M.  L.  De  Wette.  Ersten  Bandes,  dritter  Theil.  Evan- 
gelium  und  Briefe  Johannis.  Fttnfte  Auflage.  Bearbeitet  von  Dr.  • 
Bruno  Bruckner.  Leipzig :  S.  Hirzel. 
The  name  of  De  Wette  is  sufficient  to  suggest  the  nature  and  value  of 
any  work  to  which  it  is  prefixed.  His  Exegetical  Handbook  has 
long  held  a  high  place  in  the  estimation  of  Biblical  scholars.  It  is 
marked  throu^out  by  learning,  honesty,  and  expository  tact  and 
power.  We  need  not  say  that  we  differ  widely  from  many  of  his  in- 
terpretations, and  from  the  principles  of  exegesis  which  he  applied  to 
the  sacred  Scriptures.  But  there  is  scarcely  any  critic  whose  judgment 
on  difficult  passages  we  more  respect,  or  are  more  anxious  to  learn  than 
De  Wette.  The  reader  who  turns  to  his  pages  will  generally  find  that 
in  a  very  clear,  succinct,  and  satisfactory  manner,  he  unties  some  nodus 
which  may  have  caused  long  hesitation  or  perplexity.  The  present 
volume  contains  his  exegetical  labours  on  the  Gospel  and  Epistles  of 
St.  John,  with  additional  remarks  by  Bruno  Briickner,  who  has  edited 
the  fourth  and  fifth  editions.  We  have  been  greatly  pleased  by  the 
manner  in  which  this  friend  and  follower  of  De  Wette  has  executed  his 
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task.  Many  of  the  sapplementarj  paragraphs  and  sentemses  he  has  in- 
troduced are  very  valuable.  The  volume  altogether  forms  an  excellent 
guide  fexcepHs  exdpiendis)  to  a  knowledge  of  the  writings  of  St.  John^ 
and  we  very  heartily  commend  it  to  the  attention  of  our  readers.      R. 


A  Hebrew  Orammar^  with  Exercises.  By  M.  M.  Kalisch,  Ph.D., 
M.A,  In  Two  Parts.  Part  II.,  The  exceptional  forms  and  con- 
structions ;  preceded  by  an  Essay  on  the  History  of  the  Hebrew 
Grammar.     London:  Longmans.     1863. 

In  this  volume  Dr.  Ealisch  commences  with  a  good  sketcb  of  the 
history  of  the  study  of  Hebrew  grammar  from  the  earliest  times  to  the 
present.  The  rest  of  the  book  is  occupied  with  a  detailed  account  of 
Hebrew  grammatical  forms  and  peculiarities  corresponding  with  the 
sections  of  the  first  part,  and  completing  them.  Exercises  for  practice 
are  introduced  throughout,  and  an  index  of  rare  and  anomalous  forms 
is  given.  We  have  examined  the  work  very  carefully,  and  we  can  say 
that  it  is  one  of  real  excellence,  based  on  sound  principles,  and  very 
complete  in  its  elucidation  of  the  phenomena  of  the  sacred  language. 
It  is  indeed,  somewhat  elaborate,  and  very  minute  in  its  details,  as  well 
as  copious  in  its  illustrations ;  but  a  diligent  and  pains-taking  student 
will  find  his  profit  in  these  circumstances.  There  are  few  Hebrew 
students  who  do  not  sometimes  find  it  desirable  to  consult  a  grammar, 
and  who  are  not  disappointed  when  they  do.  To  such,  this  work  will 
be  invaluable,  as  the  author  has  done  his  utmost  to  explain  every 
difficulty. 

The  Material  Universe:  its  Vastness  and  DurabiUty.  By  Mungo 
Ponton,  Esq.,  F.R.S.E.  London,  Edinburgh,  and  New  York: 
T.  Nelson  and  Sons. 

The  author's  preface  gives  the  best  account  of  this  original  and  very 
interesting  book.  Mr.  Ponton  says,  "  The  object  of  this  work  is  to 
present,  in  a  condensed  form,  the  evidences  of  intelligent  design  in  the 
general  structure  of  the  material  universe,  and  of  the  intentions  of  the 
Creator  with  respect  to  its  permanence.  The  first  part  is  devoted  to  a 
consideration  of  the  material  masses  composing  the  host  of  heaven. 
Their  vast  numbers,  their  immense  distances,  their  mutual  relations, 
their  motions,  the  laws  to  which  they  are  subject,  and  the  admirable 
devices  for  securing  the  permanence  of  their  present  arrangements,  are 
successively  brought  under  review.  In  the  second  part,  fiie  proofs  of 
the  existence  of  an  universal  ether,  as  the  cause  of  luminous  and  other 
phenomena,  are  examined.  The  evidences  in  favour  of  the  undulatory 
theory  of  light  are  sifted,  and  its  principles  are  popularly  explained. 
The  beautiful  phenomena,  arising  from  the  separation  of  light  into  its 
coloured  elements,  are  described  and  illustrated.  The  polarization  of 
light,  and  the  wonderful  appearances  which  it  evolves,  the  recent  dis- 
coveries in  reference  to  the  spectrum  as  an  instrument  of  chemical 
analysis,  the  action  of  light  in  producing  photographic  and  analogous 
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images,  are  all  brought  under  review,  and  their  bearing  on  the  un- 
dulatory  theory  discovered.  Lastly,  the  presumed  existence  of  an 
universal  ether  is  viewed  in  relation  to  the  question  of  the  infinity  of 
the  material  system  in  extent  and  duration.  The  whole  subject  is 
treated  in  a  style  as  popular  as  its  nature  will  allow." 

Theological  and  Homiletical  Commentary  on  the  Gospel  of  St.  Luke. 
Specially  designed  and  adapted  for  the  use  of  ministers  and  students. 
From  the  German  of  J.  J.  Van  Oosterzee,  D.D.  Edited  by 
J.  P.  Lange,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  University  of 
Bonn.  Translated  by  Sophia  Taylor.  Vol.  II.  Edinburgh : 
T.  and  T.  Clark;     1863. 

By  this  volume,  Messrs.  Clark's  edition  of  Oosterzee  on  St.  Luke  is 
completed.  Its  plan  resembles  that  of  Dr.  Lange  upon  Matthew  and 
Mark,  and  as  we  said  of  that,  so  would  we  say  of  this,  that  persons 
engaged  in  the  careful  study  of  the  Gospels,  and  especially  the  clergy, 
will  find  the  work  an  interesting  and  valuable  auxiliary. 

Exposition  of  Hosea.     By  Rev.  Jeremiah  Burroughs. 
Jenkyn  on  Jude^  and  DailU  on  the   Epistles  to  the  Philippians  and 
Colossians.     Edinburgh:  Nichol, 

We  call  attention  to  these  very  cheap  reprints  of  Mr.  Sherman's  edi- 
tions of  a  series  of  valuable  old  standard  commentaries,  of  which  we 
shall  say  more  when  Greenhill  on  Ezekiel  appears  to  complete  the  set. 

Christ  the  Lord,  the  Bevealer  of  God,  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  Pro- 
phetic name  '^  Jehovah/*  with  a  reply  to  Bishop  Colenso  on  the 
name  ^^ Jehovah.'*  By  Thomas  Tyler,  B.A.,  Author  of  "Je- 
hovah the  Redeemer  God."  London :  Hamilton,  Adams,  and  Co. 
Edinburgh  :  J.  Menzies.     1863. 

Mr.  Tyler,  as  the  title  of  his  book  indicates,  labours  to  shew  that 
Christ  as  Lord  is  the  revealer  of  God,  and  that  the  name  "  Jehovah" 
is  prophetic  of  Him  and  fulfilled  in  Him.  He  has  prefixed  an  Intro- 
duction, in  which  he  replies  to  the  principal  arguments  of  Bishop 
Colenso  to  shew  that  the  name  "Jehovah"  was  unknown  to  the 
Israelites  at  the  time  of  the  Exodus,  but  was  introduced  at  a  later 
period.  He  takes  the  name  "Jehovah"  to  signify  "He  who  shall 
be,"  and  to  be  prophetic  of  the  Redeemer  Christ  the  Lord.  In  work- 
ing out  his  idea,  he  shews  that  throughout  the  New  Testament  there 
are  many  indications  of  the  truth  for  which  he  contends.  He  exhibits 
much  ingenuity  in  analyzing  and  shewing  the  bearing  of  a  multitude 
of  texts  upon  his  subject,  and  if  in  the  judgment  of  some  his  reasons 
are  not  all  of  equal  weight,  it  will  be  admitted  that  he  has  made  out  a 
strong  case.  It  would  require  more  space  than  we  can  now  spare  to 
examine  in  detail  the  successive  proofs  and  reasonings  of  the  volume, 
but  we  commend  it  to  the  careful  attention  of  those  who  wish  to  see 
how  large  an  amount  of  evidence  can  be  educed  from  the  New  Testa- 
ment in  support  of  the  theory  here  advocated. 
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Short  Sermons  on  Old  Testament  Messianic  Texts,  preached  in  the 
Chapel  of  Queen^a  College^  Cambridge.  By  Geokoe  Phuxips, 
D.D.,  President  of  the  College.  Cambridge  :  Deighton,  Bell,  and 
Co.  London :  Bell  and  Daldy.  1863. 
These  sermons  derive  their  chief  interest  and  importance  from  the 
place  where  they  were  preached.  They  are  of  an  eminently  prac- 
tical and  evangelical  character,  and  strongly  exhibit  the  Messianic, 
and  we  believe  only  true,  application  of  the  Old  Testament  texts  on 
which  they  are  founded.  It  is  delightful  to  find,  in  these  days  of  rash 
speculation  and  neological  exposition,  the  learned  President  of  King's 
College,  Cambridge,  guiding  the  youthful  academic  audience  whom  he 
addressed  into  "  the  old  paths  "  of  prophetic  interpretation,  and  setting 
before  them  so  clearly  the  great  truth  that  "  the  testimony  of  Jesus  is 
the  spirit  of  prophecy."  The  occasion  on  which  the  sennons  were 
delivered  did  not  admit  of  much  elaborate  criticism,  and  they  have  been 
published  apparently  in  the  exact  form  in  which  they  were  preached. 
We  rather  regret  that  the  author  did  not  enter  somewhat  more  fully 
into  the  subject  when  he  committed  his  work  to  the  press,  as  the  topic 
which  he  has  touched  is  one  of  vital  importance  at  the  present  day.  A 
thorough  investigation  of  the  Messianic  passages  in  the  Old  Testament 
is  one  of  the  most  urgent  wants  of  our  theological  literature,  and  we 
hope  these  excellent  discourses  will  be  the  means  of  directing  new  and 
earnest  attention  to  the  subject.  R. 


A  Compendious  Orammar  of  the  Egyptian  Language,  as  contained  in 
the  Coptic,  Sahidicj  and  Bashmuric  Dialects  ;  together  tvith  Alpha- 
bets and  Numerals  in  the  Hieroglyphic  and  Enchorial  Characters. 
By  the  Rev.  Henry  Tattam,  LL.D.,  D.D.,  F.R.S.,  Rector  of 
Stamford  Rivers,    Second  Edition,  revised  and  improved.    London 
and  Edinburgh :  Williams  and  Norgate.     1863. 
The  interest  of  the  Coptic  language  arises  from  several  causes.     Its 
peculiar  vocabulary  and  grammatical  structure  make  it  attractive  to 
the  comparative  philologist.     The  existence  of  certain  Egyptian  words 
in  the  Hebrew  Scriptures,  and  of  some  ancient  translations  of  the  Bible 
in  some  of  the  dialects  of  Egypt,  awaken  the  curiosity  of  the  Scripture 
student.     The  liturgical  and  other  relics  of  this  literature  also  deserve 
examination.     Besides  all  which  the  relation  which  exists  between  the 
written  and  the  hieroglyphic  records  of  Egypt  is  of  special  importance. 
The  philologist,  the  Biblical  critic,  and  the  Egyptologic  at  least,  ought 
to  understand  the  character  and  principles  of  the  ancient  languages  or 
dialects  of  Egypt.     Although  we  speak  of  Coptic  generally  as  the 
name  of  the  language  of  Egypt,  the  fact  is  that  it  was  a  dialect  spoken 
in  Lower  Egypt,  and  hence  called  the  Memphitic  dialect,  from  Memphis 
the  capital.     Another  dialect  was  the  Sahidic  or  Thebaic,  spoken  in 
Upper  Egypt,  of  which  Thebes  was  the  capital.     A  third  dialect,  the 
Bashmuric,  was  used  in  the  Delta.     All  these  dialects  seem  to  exhibit 
a  strong  infusion  of  Greek,  and  this  is  remarkably  the  case  with  the 
Sahidic.     Some  of  the  words  are  Shemitic,  but  the  essential  words  of 
the  dialects  differ  both  from  Greek  and  the  Shemitic. 
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The  present  edition  of  Archdeacon  Tattam's  grammar  is  a  decided 
improTement  upon  its  predecessor.  It  contains  in  a  compendious  form 
all  that  is  needfal  to  inform  the  reader  of  the  character  of  the  language, 
and  to  teach  the  student  the  peculiarities  of  its  structure.  The  diflfer- 
ences  of  the  dialects  are  pointed  out  as  we  proceed,  and  we  are  enabled 
to  compare  their  forms  with  each  other.  Considerable  space  is  devoted 
to  the  etymology,  and  so  much  of  syntax  is  given  as  is  required  to  aid 
the  learner  to  read  the  Bible  with  the  help  of  a  dictionary.  The  obser- 
vations which  bear  upon  the  syntax  are  interspersed  throughout  the 
book,  but  for  the  sake  of  praxis,  part  of  the  first  chapter  of  St.  John's 
Gospel  is  added.  We  have  been  much  pleased  with  the  simplicity  and 
clearness  of  this  grammar,  and  hope  many  may  be  induced  to  study  it 
in  view  of  the  advantages  of  even  a  partial  knowledge  of  the  language. 
We  may  add  that  the  book  is  admirably  printed,  and  exhibits  the 
hieroglyphic" and  enchorial  alphabets  and  numerals. 

Novum    Testamentum  Sinaiticum.      Sive   Novum   Testamentum   cum 

Epistula  Barnabse  et   Fragmentis  Pastoris   ex  Codice  Sinaitico^ 

auspiciis  Alexandrii  II.  omnium  Russiarum  imperatoris,  ex  tene- 

bris  protracto  orbique  litterarum  tradito,  accurate  descripsit  jEno- 

THEUs  Fridericus  Constantinus  Tischendorf.     LipsisB :  F.  A. 

Brockhaus. 

In  our  number  for  April,   we  dwelt  at  some  length  upon  the  Codex 

Sinaiticus.     We  shall  most  likely  return  to  the  subject,  but  at  present 

we  can  only  chronicle  the  appearance  of  the  minor  edition,   containing 

the  New  Testament,  the  Epistle  of  Bamabus,  and  the  fragments  of  the 

Pastor,  with  the  Prolegomena,   and  the  notes  upon  the  corrections, 

which  have  been  so  freely  added  to  the  text.     We  print  among  our 

"  Miscellanies "  the  rest  of  the  correspondence  which   Simonides  has 

called  forth  in  connexion  with  this  subject,  and  we  hope  the  last — 

from  Mount  Sinai  itself — will  close  for  ever  that  profitless  dispute. 

What  now  remains  is  to  study  the  text,  to  determine  its  real  critical 

value,  and  to  ascertain,  as  well  as  may  be,  the  date  of  its  production. 

Time  will  be  required  for  these  things,  and  we  hope  to  see  them  fairly 

determined. 


The  Historic  Character  of  the  Pentateuch   Vindicated.     A  Reply  to 
Part  I.  of  Bishop  Colenso's  Critical  Examination.     By  a  Lay- 
man OF  THE  Church  of  England.    London :  William  Skeffington. 
1863. 
This  is  one  of  the  many  books  which  have  appeared  in  answer  to  Bishop 
Colenso's  Critical  Examination  of  the  Pentateuch  and  Books  of  Joshua. 
It  is  somewhat  ominous  that  it  has  been  received  with  greater  confidence 
because  it  is  the  work  of  a  layman.     The  Bishop  of  Natal  unquestion- 
ably intended   his  book  for  ordinary  readers,  and  believed  that  his 
arguments  were  such  as  any  intelligent  Englishman  might  easily  com- 
prehend.    Moreover,  he  seems   to  have  meant,  by  the  very  fact  of 
addressing  himself  to  the  many,  to  protest  against  any  monopoly  by 
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the  clergy  of  theological  science  or  Biblical  criticism.  An  answer, 
therefore,  to  his  criticisms  by  a  layman,  is  plainly  fitting,  and  exactly 
what  we  may  suppose  Bishop  Colenso  would  wish  to  receive.  At  the 
same  time,  quite  apart  from  any  sacerdotal  pretensions  which  might  be 
considered  obsolete  or  extravagant,  it  would  be  absolutely  fetal  to  the 
existing  ecclesiastical  order  if  the  laity  were  to  become  generally 
preferred  to  the  clergy  as  theological  guides.  It  is  presumed  that  the 
education  of  the  clergy  is  intended  and  adapted  to  make  them  com- 
petent instructors  in  Christian  doctrine,  and  the  criticism  of  those 
writings  from  which  Christian  doctrine  is  chiefly  derived.  If  they 
were  deliberately  rejected  and  their  instructions  set  at  nought,  the 
reason  of  such  contempt  would  be  only  too  obvious.  It  would  be  the 
belief,  whether  well  or  ill-founded,  that  though  extremely  well  able, 
the  clergy  had  become  entirely  unwilling  to  speak  the  truth.  If  it 
should  ever  be  discovered,  or  even  strongly  suspected,  that  those  who 
profess  to  be  teachers  and  guides  are  only  slavish  imitators  and  fol- 
lowers of  those  whom  they  profess  to  lead,  their  honour  and  influence 
will  be  at  an  end  for  ever ;  or  will  remain,  if  at  all^  only  as  a  source 
of  spiritual  demoralization. 

Yet,  though  we  cannot  for  an  instant  assume  that  a  layman  of  the 
Church  of  England  is  more  honest  or  impartial  than  a  clergyman,  yet 
what  he  says  may  be  of  more  value  as  an  argumentum  ad  hommem. 
Indeed,  Bishop  Colenso's  argument  is  only  ad  hominem.  It  is  addressed 
only  to  those  who  claim  for  the  whole  and  for  every  separate  part  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  a  strict  infallibility.  For  those  whose  theory  of 
inspiration  does  not  involve  this.  Dr.  Colenso's  book  has  scarcely  any 
significance.  It  may  be  examined  by  such  with  the  most  unimpassioned 
calmness,  the  real  spiritual  value  of  the  Scriptures  being  scarcely  in 
the  slightest  degree  affected  by  it.  At  the  same  time  it  is  a  criticism, 
and  apart  from  the  interests,  real  or  imaginary,  which  may  be  at  stake, 
its  methods  and  conclusions  may  fairly  be  examined.  This  is  what  a 
layman  of  the  Church  of  England  has  endeavoured  to  do.  The 
chapters  of  his  book  correspond  pretty  nearly  with  the  main  divisions 
of  Dr.  Colenso's,  and  contain  not  unskilful  answers  to  the  Bishop's 
objections.  There  is  a  fairness  about  the  book  and  a  respectful  treat- 
ment of  the  author  whom  it  is  intended  to  answer,  which  contrast  very 
fevourably  with  the  imbecile  insolence  with  which  the  religious  world 
has  lately  been  made  too  familiar,  and  which  is  in  fact  more  con- 
temptible on  the  right  side  of  a  controversy  than  on  the  wrong  side. 
It  is  impossible,  in  a  brief  notice,  to  give  any  analysis  of  the  contents 
of  this  book,  but  there  is  one  proof  of  the  writer's  moderation  which 
ought  not  to  be  overlooked,  for  in  these  controversies,  moderation, 
though  in  itself  only  a  negative  excellence,  attains  something  of  even 
positive  worth.  The  "  Layman''  very  wisely  declines  to  avail  himself 
of  the  testimony  of  the  New  Testament  in  his  attempt  to  prove  the 
historic  character  or  Mosaic  origin  of  the  Pentateuch.  The  use  that 
has  been  made  in  this  controversy  of  the  supposed  testimony  of  Jesus 
Christ,  is  for  the  purposes  of  general  criticism  wholly  irrelevant.  It 
involves  certain  theological  hypotheses  which   would  be  rejected  by 
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very  many  who  are  unquestionably  orthodox,  and  to  a  reverent  piety  it 
is  every  way  oflfensive.  Nothing  can  be  more  impolitic  (to  put  the 
matter  on  the  very  lowest  ground)  than  to  make  the  divine  wisdom  of 
our  Lord  responsible  for  those  canons  of  criticism  and  literary  opinions 
which  are  notoriously  uncertain,  fluctuating  and  progressive.  Nor  is 
any  theory  of  the  wisdom  of  Jesus  admissible  which  would  be  incom- 
patible with  his  true  humanity,  and  therefore  equivalent  to  a  denial  of 
the  Incarnation  itself.  Assuredly  modern  criticism  will  not  submit  its 
conclusions  to  Dives  and  Lazarus. 

Both  for  its  skill,  and   moderation,  and  Christian   courtesy,  we 
commend  this  book  to  a  candid  and  respectful  attention.  K. 


Lectures  on  Theology,  Science^  and  Revelation.  By  the  late  Rev. 
George  Legge,  LL.D.,  of  Gallowtreegate  Chapel,  Leicester. 
With  a  Memoir,  by  James  Legge,  D.D.,  Hongkong  (of  the  Lon- 
don Missionary  Society).  Edited  by  James  Legge,  D.D.,  and 
John  Legge,  M.  A.    London :  Jackson,  Walford,  &  Hodder.    1863. 

These  lectures,  though  really  sermons,  are  a  kind  of  theological  course 
suited  for  the  instruction  of  an  ordinary  congregation.  Unhappily, 
ordinary  congregations  are  so  extremely  inattentive  and  so  indifferent 
to  truth,  as  distinguished  from  their  own  opinions,  that  even  Dr.  Legge' s 
sermons  might  be  considered  dry  and  unsuitaole.  Their  method  is 
clear,  and,  on  the  whole,  good.  It  is  good,  inasmuch  as  it  proceeds 
from  man  in  his  true  condition — the  ideal  man — to  sin  and  redemption. 
Yet,  surely,  if  these  sermons  are  intended  as  a  complete  course  of  theo- 
logical lectures,  they  should  have  begun  with  God.  It  may  be  true 
that  we  only  arrive  at  the  knowledge  of  God  as  the  last  and  highest 
result  of  all  experience  and  thought :  yet  none  the  less  for  that  is  it 
true  that,  however  and  whenever  arrived  at,  our  theology  must  deter- 
mine our  doctrine  of  man  and  of  redemption.  The  doctrine  of  divine 
sovereignty,  as  ordinarily  stated,  is  perfectly  useless,  because  nobody 
denies  that  God  can  do  what  He  likes;  the  onl^ question  any  body 
cares  to  have  answered  is,  What  will  He  like  to  do  ?  The  law,  the 
gospel,  and,  above  all,  the  final  condition  of  men,  must  depend  upon  the 
nature  and  being  of  God.  Dr.  Legge  finds  it  extremely  difficult  to 
arrive  at  any  conclusions  either  as  to  the  ideal  or  actual  condition  of 
man,  because  sin  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  gospel  on  the  other,  have 
prevented  his  becoming  what  he  would  otherwise  have  been.  In  fact, 
like  that  of  almost  all  dissenting  divines,  Dr.  Legge' s  theology  sets  out 
not  from  God,  nor  from  the  ideal  of  humanity,  but  from  the  Gospel. 

The  lectures  on  the  final  condition  of  the  wicked,  discuss  one  of 
those  questions  which  are  the  questions  of  our  own  age,  and  they  state 
the  case  in  precisely  that  form  in  which  those  who  deny  the  endlessness 
of  the  punishment  of  the  wicked  would  wish  to  have  it  stated.  It  is 
impossible,  in  a  short  notice,  to  examine  the  argument  of  these  lectures, 
but  they  place  that  awful  conclusion  at  which  Dr.  Legge,  in  common 
with  most  orthodox  divines,  has  arrived,  as  plainly  and  boldly  as  pos- 
sible before  the  reader.     The  wicked  will  never  become  good,  the 
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miserable  will  never  become  happy,  and  the  triumph  of  Almighty  God 
will  be  not  over  the  hearts  of  His  unrepenting  enemies,  but  only  over 
their  external  circumstances.  At  the  same  time,  Dr.  Legge  believes 
that  "  all  the  wicked  will  have  forfeited  all  the  rewards  of  time,  and 
all  the  boons  of  the  Gospel ;  but  while  there  will  be  of  them  who  shall 
sink  into  the  lowest  deep,  and  in  that  deep  find  yet  a  lower  deep,  there 
mai/  be  of  them  who  shall  find  not  only  an  endurable  but  enjoyable 
existence  on  the  very  confines  of  heaven." 

An  enjoyable  damnation  is  not  likely  to  commend  these  lectures 
either  to  the  orthodox  or  to  heretics ;  and  the  denial  of  the  dogma  of 
total  depravity  will  be  considered  by  very  many  extremely  unsavoury. 
It  must  also  be  admitted  that  Dr.  Legge's  lectures  would  have  been  far 
more  valuable  if  their  conclusions  had  been  modified  by  a  better  know- 
ledge of  the  history  of  doctrines,  and  a  culture  less  exclusively  Biblical. 
At  the  same  time,  they  are  written  in  a  thoroughly  Christian  spirit, 
with  a  very  conscientious  carefulness  and  with  a  reverent  caution, 
which  are  deserving  of  all  praise.  K. 

History  of  the  Development  of  the  Doctrine  of  the  Person  of  Christ. 

By  Dr.  J.  A.  Dorner,  Professor  of  Theology  in  the  University  of 

Berlin.     Division  Second,  from  the  end  of  the  fourth  century  to 

the  present  time.   Vol.  III.,  with  Appendix,  containing  a  review  of 

the  controversies  on  the  subject  which  have  been  agitated  in  Britain 

since  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  to  the  present  time. 

By  Patrick  Fairbain,  D.D.,  author  of  Typology  of  Scripture^  etc. 

Edinburgh :  T.  and  T.  Clark.     London :   Hamilton,  Adams,  and 

Co.     Dublin :  John  Robertson  and  Co.     1863. 

The  translation  of  Dr.  Domer's  elaborate  and  highly  important  and 

useful  work  is  now  completed,  and  some  of  our  readers  may  wish  to  be 

advertised  of  the  fact.     To  the  present  volume  an  analysis  of  the  whole 

fiwei  is  prefixed,  and  there  has  been  added,  as  an  appendix,  a  historical 

and  critical  review  of  the  controversies  respecting  the  person  of  Christ, 

which  have  been  agitated  in  Britain  since  the.middle  of  the  seventeenth 

century  to  the  present  time,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fairbaim.     An  index  to 

the  work  is  supplied,  and  we  are  very  glad  to  see  it. 

The  Pentateuch  and  Book  of  Joshua  critically  examined.  By  the 
Right  Rev.  J.  William  Colenso,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Natal.  Part 
II.  The  age  and  authorship  of  the  Pentateuch  considered.  The 
same  work,  Part  III.,  On  the  age  and  authorship  of  Deuteronomy. 
London :  Longmans. 

We  have  not  yet  seen  anything  which  can  be  called  a  reply  to  Bishop 
Colenso's  Part  II.  Most  of  the  publications,  smaller  and  larger,  of 
which  a  word  is  said  in  this  number  of  our  Journal,  as  bearing  upon 
the  Colenso  controversy,  relate  to  Part  I.,  and  are  by  no  means  all 
deserving  to  be  called  refutations.  Generally  speaking  they  are  useful 
and  well-meant  publications  called  forth  by  the  times  and  adapted  to 
them.     Of  the  second  part  of  Dr.  Colenso*s  work,  then,  we  have  seen 
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no  adequate  refutation,  and  now  that  a  third  part  is  published,  we  desire 
to  say  that  this  controversy  must  be  conducted  henceforth  by  those  who 
bave  the  requisite  intellect  and  scholarship.  We  hope  the  crowd  of 
well-meaning,  but  oftentimes  inefficient  writers  who  have  answered 
Part  I.  will  now  be  silent.  The  dignity  and  seriousness  of  the  debate 
demand  this.  The  notes  which  we  ourselves  had  intended  to  print  upon 
Part  II.  we  shall  now  defer  until  we  can  go  carefully  over  Part  III., 
which  arrived  too  late  to  be  done  justice  to  in  the  present  issue  of  the 
Journal. 


The  Exodus  of  Israel:  its  difficulties  examined^  and  its  truth  confirmed. 
With  a  reply  to  recent  objections.  By  the  Rev.  T.  R.  Birks,  M.  A., 
Rector  of  Kelshall,  Herts.  London:  Religious  Tract  Society. 
1863. 

In  this  volume  Mr.  Birks  takes  the  defence  of  orthodoxy,  and  replies 
in  detail  to  the  first  volume  of  Bishop  Colenso.  The  plan  comprises  a 
preface,  an  introduction,  twenty-two  chapters  of  text,  and  two  indexes. 
Seventeen  of  the  chapters  directly  answer  the  arguments  of  Bishop 
Colenso ;  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  chapters  review  the  numerical 
and  historical  objections  to  the  Pentateuch,  and  chapters  twenty  to 
twenty-two  constitute  an  argument  for  the  truth  and  Mosaic  author- 
ship of  the  Pentateuch,  deduced  from  the  Psalms,  the  Prophets,  and 
the  Gospels.  When  we  consider  the  little  time  which  Mr.  Birks  can 
have  had  for  the  composition  of  this  volume,  we  feel  justified  in  calling 
it  an  extraordinary  production.  Much  that  it  contains  will  be  of  per- 
manent value,  and  will  be  read  with  profit  when  the  controversy  which 
has  called  it  forth  has  subsided.  Some  of  the  arguments  are  exceed- 
ingly well  put,  and  the  author's  manner  is  generally  lucid  and  intelli- 
gible. Occasionally,  we  think,  stronger  proofs  might  have  been  adduced, 
and  here  and  there  we  should  object  to  the  views  defended,  but  on  the 
whole  the  book  has  our  cordial  approval. 

Practical  and  Critical  Commentary  on  the  Epistles  of  the  New  Testa- 
mentj  for  English  Readers.  Part  I.  Epistle  to  the  Romans. 
By  C,  E.  Prichard,  M.A.    London  :  Longman.     1862. 

This  little  volume  contains  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans  in  the  Author- 
ized Version,  and  a  practical  commentary  upon  it.  The  critical 
element  is  not  prominent,  but  we  think  the  book  cannot  fail  to  interest 
and  instruct  the  plain  Christian  reader  of  this  important  portion  of  the 
Word  of  God. 


An  Examination  of  Bishop  Colenso^ s  Difficulties  with  regard  to  the 
Pentateuch  ;  and  some  reasons  for  believing  in  its  authenticity  and 
Divine  Origin.  By  Rev.  Alexander  Mc  Caul,  D.D.  People's 
Edition.     London :  Rivingtons. 

We  have  been  pleased  with  the  scholarlike  and  religious,  as  well  as 
what  we  may  call   the   straightforward  and  business-like  tone  and 
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aspect  of  this  book.  Those  wbo  wish  for  a  short  and  easy  method  of 
reply  to  the  arguments  which  Bishop  Colenso  has  succeeded  in  making 
so  popular,  should  by  all  means  look  into  Dr.  Mc  Caul's  Examination. 


The  Ordinances  of  Spiritual  Worship^  their  history^  meamngj  and  end 
considered.  In  a  series  of  essays  from  the  writings  of  the  Rev. 
E.  T.  March  Phillips,  M.  A.,  late  Rector  of  Hathem,  and  Chancellor 
of  the  Diocese  of  Gloucester.  Selected  and  edited  by  his  Daughter. 
London:  lx>ngmans.     1863. 

The  title  of  this  work  will  shew  that  it  deals  with  theological  and 
ecclesiastical  questions ;  we  can,  therefore,  only  say  that  it  is  written 
in  a  thoroughly  religious  spirit,  and  will  be  valued  by  those  who  knew 
hira  as  a  lasting  memorial  of  the  teachings  of  a  good  man. 

On  the  Polyphony  of  the  Assyrio-JSabylonian  Cuneiform  Writing.  A 
Letter  to  Professor  Renouf  from  Edward  Hincks,  D.D.  From 
the  Atlantis^  Vol.  IV.     Dublin :  J.  F.  Fowler. 

This  is  a  very  able  and  learned  letter  upon  a  subject  of  much  import- 
ance. We  have  been  greatly  pleased  with  it,  and  rejoice  to  see  it 
reprinted  in  a  separate  fonn.  The  author  has  dealt  skilfully  and  in- 
telligibly with  problems  which  few  or  none  have  mastered  better  than 
himself,  and  we  hope  many  will  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of 
reading  what  he  has  here  written.  We  are  not  able  to  give  an  oudine 
of  the  arguments  and  facts  of  the  letter,  but  we  believe  it  to  be  a  very 
valuable  contribution  to  a  class  of  studies  which  is  gradually  claiming 
attention  and  rising  into  importance.  The  students  of  Biblical  and 
ancient  history  cannot  afford  to  remain  altogether  ignorant  of  the  pro- 
gress which  is  making  in  Assvrian  studies.  New  light  is  coming  in, 
and  things  which  were  doubtful  or  unknown  are  being  revealed.  We 
thank  Dr.  Hincks  for  this  fresh  proof  of  his  zeal  and  proficiency. 

1 .  What  is  that  world  from  which  we,  as  Christians,  are  exhorted  to 
come  out  and  be  separate  f  By  Daniel  Benham.  London : 
Printed  for  private  circulation.     1859. 

2.  The  Redemption  of  Man.  By  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Titcomb,  M.A, 
London  :  James  Nisbet  and  Co.     1860. 

3.  On  the  Qualifications  for  Religious  Enquiry.  London:  James 
Nisbet  and  Co.     1861. 

4.  On  the  Jews'  Return  to  Palestine.  By  Daniel  Benham.  London : 
Printed  for  private  circulation.     1862. 

6.  An  attempt  to  remove  those  Objections  of  Dr.  Colenso  which  are 
contained  in  the  second  chapter  of  his  work.  By  Daniel  Benham. 
London:  Gr.  Norman.     1862. 

6.  Bishop  Colenso's  Fallacies.  By  Thomas  De  Meschin,  LL.D., 
F.S.A.,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Esq.,  Barrister-at-Law.  London  •. 
Hatton  and  Son.     1863. 
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7.  Oeneral  OhservaHons  on  the  Preface  and  Introductory  Remarks  to 
Bishop  Colenso's  Work.  By  Henry  George,  M.R.C.S.  London  : 
Griffith  and  Tanan. 

8.  The  Pentateuch  viewed  from  a  Christian  standpoint,  London: 
Nisbet  and  Co.     1863. 

Seven  out  of  the  eight  publications  in  the  preceding  list  were  read  at 
the  meetings  of  the  Christian  Union  Institute,  at  8  St.  Martin's  Place. 
Our  readers  will  gather  from  the  mere  titles  of  the  above  essays,  that 
the  gentlemen,  lay  and  clerical,  who  meet  at  the  Institute,  are  anxious 
for  the  elucidation  of  subjects  of  importance  to  Biblical  students,  and 
that  they  agree  in  holding  evangelical  sentiments,  however  they  may 
fliffer  on  speculative  questions.  The  papers  sent  us  shew  much  care 
in  their  preparation,  and  some  of  them  are  exceedingly  good.  We 
believe  that  an  institution  which  aims  at  the  free  and  candid  discussion 
of  important  topics  by  the  combination  of  laity  and  clergy  is  one  which 
deserves  encouragement,  and  may  be  the  means  of  much  good.  Our 
space  will  not  allow  us  to  criticize  the  papers  enumerated,  but  we  have 
much  pleasure  in  notifying  their  existence,  and  the  circumstances  under 
-which  they  have  been  produced.  * 


*^*  The  following  f^orks  have  also  reached  uSf  but  mostly  too  late  for  notice  in  this 

number. 

The  New  Testament  for  English  Readers ;  containing  the  Authorized  Version.  With 
marginal  corrections  of  readings  and  renderings,  marginal  references,  and  a 
critical  and  explanatory  commentary.  By  Henry  Alford,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Canter- 
hury.  In  Two  Vols.  Vol.  I.,  Part  I.  The  three  first  Gospels.  London: 
Rivingtons. 
Our  readers  will  join  us  in  thanking  Dean  Alford  for  this  convenient  and  useful  aid 

to  the  study  of  the  New  Testament,  to  the  appearance  of  which  we  very  cordially 

invite  attention. 

A  Commentary,  critical,  experimental,  and  practical,  on  the  Old  and  New  Testaments, 

Vol.  v.,  Matthew— John.     By  Rev.  David  Brown,  D.D.     Glasgow:  W.  Collins. 

The  commentary  of  which  Dr.  Brown's  volume  forms  a  part  is  exceedingly  cheap, 

and  tliis  portion  of  it,  at  least,  seems  to  be  remarkably  well  executed. 

Ausgewahlte  Psalmen  im  Anschlusse  an  die  £vangelien  des  Kirchenjahrs,  Ausgelegt 
von  F.  Schaubach.     Halle :  R.  Muhlmann. 

The  Nullity,  of  Metaphysics  as  a  science  among  the  sciences.  Set  forth  in  six  brief 
Dialogues.     London:  Longmans. 

The  Evangelic  Theory ;  or,  Christianity — not  Theism — most  in  accordance  with  moral 
development.    A  popular  appeal  adapted  to  the  times.   London :  H.  J.  Tresidder. 

A  Charge  delivered  to  the  Clergy  and  Churchwardens  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Sud- 
bury.    By  Lord  Arthur  Hervey,  M.A.     London :  Simpkin  and  Co. 

Inaugural  Address  delivered  before  the  Annual  Assembly  of  the  Congregational  Union 
of  England  and  Wales.  By  Enoch  Mellor,  M.A.  London :  Jackson,  Walford, 
and  Hodder. 

Past  and  present  treatment  of  Roman  Catholic  children  in  Scotland  by  the  Board  of 
Supervision  for  the  relief  of  the  Poor.  By  R.  Campbell,  Esq.  London  and 
Edinburgh :  Williams  and  Norgate. 

The  Tubingen  School  and  its  Antecedents.  A  review,  of  the  history  and  present 
condition  of  Modern  Theology.  By  R.  W.  Mackay,  M.A.  London  and  Edin- 
burgh :  Williams  and  Norgate. 
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MISCELLANIES. 

The  Codex  Sinaiticua  and  Simonide8,^-We  continue  from  our  last 
number  the  letters  which  have  appeared  in  this  controversy,  only  observ- 
ing that  we  have  endeavoured  to  include  in  the  series  all  the  more  im- 
portant documents.  On  January  17,  the  Parthenon  printed  a  letter  by  a 
writer  calling  himself  "Causidicus,"  in  consequence  of  which  the  following 
came  out  in  the  numbers  for  January  24  and  31. 
CODEX  SINAITICUS. 

The  following  is  a  translation  of  Professor  Tischendorf  s  letter  in  the 
AUgemeine  Zeitung  of  December  23,  1862,  alluded  to  by  **  Gausidicos"  in  our 
last  number :—  « 

*'  y%6  Codex  SinaUicus  written  in  1839. — Any  one  in  Germany  who  recollects 
the  palimpsest  forgeries  of  Simonides,  by  means  of  which,  notwithstanding 
previous  brandings  and  imprisonments  in  Greece,  he  contrived  to  outwit  some  . 
of  the  most  renowned  German  savanU^  until  he  was  unmasked  by  myself  towards 
the  end  of  January,  1856,  and  arrested  as  a  former  in  consequence  of  similar 
convictions  obtained  against  him  simultaneously  m  Berlin,  will  probably  find  it 
incredible  that  this  same  [we  refrain  from  translating  the  epithet  used  in  the 
original]  should  yet  at  this  present  moment  find  in  England  papers  ready  to 
print  his  insane  fancy,  that  he  had«n  his  youthful  days  (in  1856  he  gave  his  a^e 
as  thirty-three  years ;  see  Lycurgos's  EnthuUwnaen^  p.  45,)  the  pleasure  of  writ- 
ing the  Codex  Sinaiticus ;  and  it  will  be  equally  incredible  that  he  should  by 
these  phantasies  actually  puzzle  some  people.  The  splendid  editidh  of  the  manu- 
script, in  four  volumes,  which  has  just  left  the  press,  and  of  which  one  hundred 
copies  are  for  sale,  will  at  once  convince  every  competent  judge  who  may  still  en- 
tertain any  doubt  upon  the  matter,  that  Simonides  could  not  have  chosen  a  more 
unfavourable  subject  for  his  impudent  inventions.  He  pretends  to  have  taken  a 
Moscow  Bible  manuscript  as  the  basis,  and  to  have  compared  manuscripts  from 
Mount  Athos.  But  in  the  New  Testament  alone  the  Sinaitic  text  difiers  essentially 
Cprincipiell)  iu  several  thousand  places  from  all  the  Moscow  editions,  and  all 
the  manuscripts  which  have  been  written  within  the  last  thousand  years ;  occa- 
sionally it  stands  quite  alone  in  its  readings ;  sometimes  it  agrees  only  vnth  the 
Vatican  or  the  Cambridge  manuscripts,  and  contains  many  readings  which  must 
appear  gross  heresies  in  a  copy  destined  as  a  present  to  the  orthSlox  emperor. 
Again,  in  the  Old  Testament,  the  text  of  Tobit  and  Judith,  for  example,  are  of 
quite  a  different  recension — tk  recension  still  preserved  principally  in  old  Latin 
and  old  Syraic  documents.  How  could  this  have  been  taken  from  the  Moscow 
edition  ?  or  how  could  it  be  brought  into  it  ?  Equally  unfortunate  with  this 
assertion  about  the  source  is  his  fable  of  the  initiius  which  he  says  he  painted 
on  the  margin,  and  of  which  there  is  not  the  slightest  trace  in  the  manuscript. 
A  clumsy  misconception  of  my  words  only  has  given  rise  to  this  fable. 

*'  But  instead  of  heaping  up  proofs — ^which  are  within  easy  reach  of  every 
amateur  with  some  little  leisure  at  his  command — against  this  bold  fabulist 
and  rival  of  Palssphatus,  it  is  more  to  the  purpose  to  invite  every  one  who  is  still 
really  deceived  to  an  inspection  of  the  Leipsic  Codex  Friderico- Augustan  us,  at 
least  if  a  journey  to  St.  Petersburg  is  too  much  to  ask. 

*^  Simonides  certainly  took  go<m  care,  during  his  loncj  stay  at  Leipsic,  not  to 
say  that  he  was  the  writer  of  this  much  prized  treasure  of  the  University  library, 
where  he  was  a  constant  visitor ;  since,  in  that  case,  a  place  would  doubtless 
soon  have  been  found  for  him  in  a  lunatic  asylum. 

*^  But  sound  eyes  and  ordinary  common  sense  are  quite  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  of  seeing  the  absurdity  of  the  Simonidean  tale,  even  if  there  should  be 
people  who  still  believe  in  the  genuineness  of  his  palimpsests  and  of  all  his 
former  and  later  fabrications,  the  genuineness  of  wnich  is  still  unflinchingly 
upheld  by  himself.     But  then,  'mundus  vuUi  decipi,'  and  ^volent  non  fit  injuria.' 

"  Tischendorf." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1863.]  Miscellanies,  479 

"  Sir, — Your  correspondent  *  Cansidicns '  has  stated  what  he  conceives  to  be 
the  points  at  issue  in  the  controversy  between  Simonides  and  Tischendorf.  "With 
his  evident  desire  to  be  impartial,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  he  has  not  made  him- 
self master  of  the  facts  of  the  case.  Allow  me  to  restate  two  of  the  diflSculties 
on  Simonides'  side  of  the  question,  which  *  Causidicus'  has  represented  wrongly 
or  imperfectly.  1.  Simonides  does  not  claim  to  have  written  the  Codex  Sinaiticus 
in  tioenty  but  in  eight  months ;  in  the  interval,  namely,  between  November,  1839, 
and  August,  1840,  when  his  uncle  died.  *  Rook  wood'  is  not  a  parallel  case.  2. 
Tischendorf  not  only  professes  to  have  seen  the  manuscript  in  1844,  but  to  have 
brought  part  of  it  to  Europe,  which  he  deposited  in  the  Leipzig  University 
library,  and  published  in  facsimile  in  1846.  As  Simonides  says  he  saw  the 
manuscript  entire  in  1862,  you  will  perceive  that  this  considerably  increases  the 
difficulty  of  believing  his  story.  We  have,  therefore,  in  this  case  something 
more  than  ^conflicting  statements.' 

"  Your  correspondent  is  unjust  to  Tischendorf  in  describing  him  as  *  a  man 
previously  obscure.'  He  has  been  honourably  known  to  the  world  of  Biblical 
criticism  for  at  least  twenty-five  years  j  for  the  greater  part  of  that  period  he 
has  been  highly  distinguished. 

"  The  question  at  issue  is  not  a  theological  one,  as  *  Causidicus'  seems  to 
imagine;  it  is  simply  a  question  of  truth,  and  resolves  itself  into  this, — 'Is  the 
Codex  Sinaiticus  a  genuine  ancient  manuscript,  or  was  it  written  by  Simonides 
when  he  was  fifteen  years  old?' 

•'  *  Causidicus'  makes  himself  merry  with  *  the  old  rag,'  as  he  is  pleased  to  call 
it,  in  which  Tischendorf  found  the  remainder  of  the  manuscript  in  1859.  Tis- 
chendorf tells  us  himself  he  found  it  wrapped  in  a  cloth.  I  saw,  about  a  year 
and  a  half  ago,  a  Samaritan  Pentateuch,  which  had  been  brought  from  Nablus 
in  exactly  the  same  kind  of  coverinff ;  it*is  now  in  the  library  of  the  Comte  de 
Paris.  It  was  wrapped  in  a  cloth  for  precisely  the  same  reason  as  the  Codex 
Sinaiticus,  because  there  was  not  a  vestige  of  binding,  and  the  leaves  were  all 
loose. 

"  In  one  part  of  his  letter  *  Causidicus'  contradicts  himself.  I  will  quote  two 
sentences,  and  leave  your  readers  to  judge.  He  asks,  'Who  ever  heard  of  a 
manuscript  Bible  being  enveloped  in  an  old  rag  in  a  convent  of  mbnks  ?  Is  not 
this  quite  as  improbable  as  any  part  of  the  story  of  Simonides  ? '  In  another 
paragraph,  after  referring  to  the  description  which  Burckhardt  gave  of  the  cha- 
racter and  ignorance  of  the  monks  of  Sinai,  he  adds — '  Under  such  circumstances, 
can  we  wonder  that  the  'librarian'  of  the  year  1862  should  have  been  ignorant 
of  the  advent  of  the  manuscript  in  question,  which  might  probably  have  been 
thrown  carelessly  into  the  '  library'  several  years  before  his  arrival,  and  on  which 
the  good  monks  would  never  have  bestowed  a  second  glance  ?'  'Causidicus'  has 
unconsciously  supplied  the  solution  of  his  former  difficulty. 

"  The  question  at  issue  between  Simonides  and  Tischendorf  is  of  a  very 
grave  nature.  It  cannot  be  settled  without  leaving  a  dark  stain  upon  the 
character  of  one  of  two  men.  Meanwhile,  I  venture  to  express  the  opinion  that 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  treated  by  '  Causidicus '  will  not  help  towards 
bringing  it  to  a  conclusion. — 1  am,  etc., 

'*  W.  Aldis  Weight. 
"  Trin,  Coll.,  Cambridge,  Jan.  19." 


"  To  the  Editor  of  the  ^  Parthenon.^ — Sir,  permit  me  to  lay  before  you  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  Burckhardt's  Travels : — '  In  the  room  anciently  the  residence 
of  the  archbishop,  which  is  very  elegantly  paved  with  marble  and  extremely 
well  furnished,  though  at  present  unoccupied,  is  preserved  a  beautiful  ancient 
manuscript  of  the  Gospels  in  Greek,  which,  1  was  told,  was  given  to  the  convent 
by  •  an  emperor  called  Theodosius.'  It  is  written  in  letters  of  gold  upon  vellum, 
and  ornamented  with  portraits  of  the  apostles '  (TraveU  in  Syria  and  the  Holy 
Land,  p.  551). 

"  This  passage,  with  a  brief  account  of  the  manuscripts  in  the  library  of  the 
convent  of  Mount  Sinai,  immediately  follows  the  words  quoted  by  '  Causidicus  * 
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in  the  Barthemm  of  the  17th  ultimo,  in  proof  of  the  ignoranoe  of  the  monkg  of 
Sinai. 

**  The  Tisit  of  Barckhardt  to  Sinai  took  place  in  the  spring  of  1816. 

**  After  thiSf  it  may  be  saperfluous  to  add  that  I  myself  saw  the  mannscript 
in  March,  1837,  and  described  it — gnfficiently,  I  think,  to  establish  its  identity 
— in  my  LeUer$  on  Egyvt^  Edom^  and  the  Holy  Landy  pablished  in  1838.* 

"The  reason  why  Fococke  and  others  &d  not  find  the  mannscript  in  the 
library  of  the  conyent  was,  that  it  was  not  kept  there,  bat  in  the  treasury,  or 
archbishop's  apartment,  as  mentioned  by  Burckhardt.  It  was  in  consequence 
of  what  Burckhardt  had  said,  that  I  applied  for  permission  to  see  it.  The 
manuscript  was  certainly  cherished  with  great  care,  and  was  (I  think)  entire 
when  I  examined  it. 

**  The  facts  and  dates  here  submitted  may  be  of  assistance  to  your  readers 
in  forming  their  opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  pending  controyersy. 

"  I  haye  the  honour  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  Lindsay. 

"  P.S. — I  should  haye  said  somewhat  on  the  subject  of  Oriental  manuscripts 
being  wrapt  in  *  old  rags,'  if  Mr.  W.  Aldis  Wright  had  not  noticed  it  sufficiently 
in  your  last  number.  These  rags  are  sometimes  the  remains  of  what  has  been 
originally  rich  embroidery.  A  Sanskrit  work,  of  rarity  and  yalue,  printed  for 
the  Brahmins  in  imitation  of  manuscript,  and  unbound,  is  lying  beside  me  at 
this  moment,  enyeloped  in  what  may  similarly  be  described  as  an  '  <dd  rag,' 
just  as  it  arrived  from  India. 

"  ffaigh  Hall,  January  26,  1863." 

On  the  28  th  of  January  anotj^er  batch  of  letters  appeared  in  the 
Guardian: — 

**  Sir, — As  Dr.  Simonides  has  cited  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  me  in  uncial 
characters  in  October  last,  while  he  was  at  Cambridge,  and  as  I  have  with  my 
own  eyes  seen  and  examined  the  Codex  Sinaiticus  within  the  last  few  months, 
perhaps  you  will  allow  me  to  say  a  few  words. 

**  The  note  which  Dr.  Simonides  wrote  to  me  was  to  convince  me  and  my 
friends  that  it  was  quite  possible  for  him  to  have  written  the  volume  in  question, 
and  to  confirm  his  assertion  that  the  uncial  character  of  the  MS.  was  as  famUiar 
and  easy  to  him  to  write  as  the  common  cursive  hand  of  the  present  day. 

"  He  had  invited  some  of  us  to  Christ's  College  to  examine  his  papyri  and  to 
discuss  matters  fairly.  He  could  speak  and  understand  English  pretty  well,  but 
his  friend  was  with  him  to  interpret  and  explain.  They  first  taxed  us  with 
believiuff  in  the  antiquity  of  MSS.  solely  on  the  authority  of  one  man  like 
Tischendorf,  and  they  really  seemed  to  believe  that  all  people  in  the  West  were 
as  ignorant  of  Greek  as  the  Greeks  are  of  Latin.  But  the  great  question  was, 
*  How  do  you  satisfy  yourselves  of  the  genuineness  of  any  manuscript  ?'  I  first 
replied  that  it  was  really  difficult  to  define,  that  it  seemed  to  be  more  a  kind  of 
instinct  than  anything  else.  Dr.  Simonides  and  his  friend  readily  caught  at 
this  as  too  much  like  va^e  assertion,  and  they  naturaUy  ridiculed  any  such  idea. 
But  I  further  said  that  I  had  lived  for  six  years  past  in  the  constant,  almost 
daily,  habit  of  examining  manuscripts, — not  merely  the  texts  of  the  works  con- 
tained in  the  volumes,  but  the  volumes  themselves  as  such ;  the  writing,  the 

•  "  The  passage  is  as  follows : — *  In  the  archbishop's  apartment,  now  used  as 
the  Treasury,  we  were  shewn  a  most  beautiful  manuscript  of  the  Gospels  in 
Greek,  on  vellum,  in  uncial  or  capital  letters  of  gold*.  I  thought  the  good  father 
would  never  have  done  turning  over  the  preliminary  leaves  of  illuminations,  and 
arranging  the  silk  screens  interposed  between  them.  Would  that  it  were  in  the 
British  Museum  !  I  wonder  whether  it  has  ever  been  collated.'  To  this  I  added 
the  following  note  in  the  fourth  edition,  published  in  1847 : — '  The  illuminations 
consist  of  full-lenffth  figures  of  the  apostles,  and  are  extremely  well  executed, 
the  colours  as  brilliant  as  if  laid  on  yesterday.  It  is  at  least  twelve  hundred 
y^ars  old.' " 
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f^per  or  parjchment,  the  arrangement  and  numbering  of  the  sheets,  the  distinc- 
tion between  the  original  volume  and  any  additional  matter  by  later  hands,  etc. ; 
and  that  with  experience  of  this  kind,  though  it  might  be  difficult  to  assign  the 
special  ground  of  my  confidence,  yet  I  hardly  ever  found  myself  deceived  even 
by  a  very  well-executed  facsimile.  All  this  Dr.  Simonides  allowedand confirmed. 
He  gave  the  instance  of  the  Jews  in  the  East,  who  could  in  an  instant  tell  the 
exact  proportion  of  foreign  matter  in  a  bottle  of  otto  of  roses,  where  the  most 
careful  chemical  analysis  might  fail  to  detect  the  same.  Indeed,  any  tradesman 
acquires  -the  same  sort  of  experience  with  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  particular 
goods  which  are  daily  passing  through  his  hands ;  and  this  is  all  that  I  claimed 
for  myself.  Dr.  Simonides  afterwards  told  me  himself  that  this  was  the  only 
safe  method  of  judging,  that  there  was  no  gainsaying  such  evidence,  and 
that  he  only  fought  against  persons  who  made  strong  and  vague  assertions 
without  either  proof  or  experience.  Yet  when  I  told  him  that  I  had  seen  the 
Codex  Sinaiticus,  he  spoke  as  if  bound  in  honour  not  to  allow  in  this  case  the 
value  of  that  very  criterion  which  he  had  before  confessed  to  be  the  surest ;  and 
he  wrote  me  the  letter  to  which  he  refers,  in  the  hope  of  convincing  me.  I  told 
him  as  politely  as  I  could  that  I  was  not  to  be  convinced  against  the  evidence 
of  my  senses. 

*'  On  the  18th  of  July  last  I  was  at  Leipzig  with  a  friend,  and  we  called  on 
Professor  Tischendorf,  Though  I  had  no  introduction  but  my  occupation  at 
Cambridge,  nothing  could  exceed  his  kindness ;  we  were  with  him  for  more  than 
two  hours,  and  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  examining  the  MS.  after  mjr  own  fashion. 
I  had  been  anxious  to  know  whether  it  was  written  in  even  contmuous  quater- 
nions throughout,  like  the  Codex  Bezse,  or  in  a  series  of  fasciculi,  each  ending 
with  a  quire  of  varying  size,  as  the  Codex  Alexandrinus,  and  I  found  the  latter 
to  be  the  case.  This,  b^-the-by,  is  of  itself  sufficient  to  prove  that  it  cannot  be 
the  volume  which  Dr.  Simonides  speaks  of  having  written  at  Mount  Athos. 

"  Now  it  must  be  remembered  that  Dr.  Simonides  always  maintained  two 
points — first,  that  the  Mount  Athos  Bible  written  in  1840  for  the  Emperor  of 
Kussia  was  not  meant  to  deceive  any  one,  but  was  only  a  beautiful  specimen  of 
writing  in  the  old  style,  in  the  character  used  by  the  writer  in  his  letter  to  me ; 
secondly,  that  it  was  Professor  Tischendorf 's  ignjjrance  and  inexperience  which 
rendered  him  so  easily  deceived  where  no  deception  was  intended.  For  the 
second  assertion,  no  words  of  mine  are  needed  to  accredit  an  editor  of  such  long 
standing  as  Professor  Tischendorf.  For  the  first,  though  a  carefully  made  fac- 
simile of  a  few  leaves  inserted  among  several  genuine  ones  might  for  a  time 
deceive  even  a  well-practised  eye,  yet  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  a  book  merely 
written  in  the  antique  style,  and  without  any  intent  to  deceive,  should  mislead 
a  person  of  moderate  experience.  For  myself,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  I  am  as  absolutely  certain  of  the  genuineness  and  antiquity  of  the  Codex 
Sinaiticus,  ad  I  am  of  my  own  existence.  Indeed  I  cannot  hear  of  any  one  who 
has  seen  the  book  who  thinks  otherwise.  Let  any  one  go  to  St.  Petersburg  and 
satisfy  himself.  Let  Dr.  Simonides  go  there  and  examine  it.  He  can  never  have 
seen  it  himself,  or  I  am  sure  that,  with  his  knowledge  of  MSS.,  he  would  be  the 
first  to  agree  with  me.  The  Mount  Athos  Bible  must  be  a  totally  different 
book ;  and  I  only  regret,  for  the  sake  of  him  and  his  many  friends  in  England, 
that  he  has  been  led  on,  from  knowing  that  his  opponents  here  have  seen  no 
more  of  the  original  book  than  he  has  himself,  to  make  such  rash  and  contra- 
dictory assertions,  that  sober  people  are  almost  driven  to  think  that  the  Greek 
is  playing  with  our  matter-of-fact  habits  of  mind,  and  that  as  soon  as  he  has 
tired  out  his  opponents,  he  will  come  forward  and  ask  his  admirers  for  a  testi- 
monial to  his  cleverness.  "  Henry  Beadshaw. 
"  Cambridge,  Jan.  24,  1863.'' 


"  Sir, — I  have  but  two  remarks  to  make  in  reply  to  the  long  letter  which 
Simonides  wrote  to  you  last  week. 

*'  He  now  says  that  he  was  born  in  1820,  and  was  nineteen  when  he  wrote 
the  Codex  Sinaiticus.  This  is  in  direct  contradiction  of  his  statement  in  the 
Cambridge  University  Library  in  October  last.  I  asked  him  through  his  inter- 
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preter,  in  what  year  he  professed  to  have  written  the  C!odex,  and  how  old  lie 
was  at  the  time.  The  reply  was,  in  the  year  1839,  when  he  was  fifteen  years 
old.  Mr.  Bradshaw  was  present  at  the  time  and  heard  it.  JSx  pede  Herculenij 
as  Mr.  Hodgkin  says. 

^*  In  his  letter  to  the  Ouardian  of  the  3rd  of  September,  1862,  Simonides 
says — 'Having  then  examined  the  principal  copies  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 
preserved  in  Monnt  Athos,  I  began  to  practise  the  principles  of  caligraphy,  and 
the  learned  Benedict,  taking  a  copy  of  the  Moscow  edition  of  both  Testaments 
(published  and  presented  to  the  Greeks  by  the  illustrious  brothers  Zosimas),  col- 
lated it  with  the  ancient  ones,  and  by  this  means  cleared  it  of  many  errors,  after 
which  he  gave  it  into  my  hands  to  transcribe.'  I  submit  that,  allowing  for  all 
possible  errors  in  translation,  this  passage  could  never  mean  what  Simonides  would 
imply  in  the  long  statement  which  he  gave  last  week,  and  to  which  I  refer  your 
readers.  The  fact  is,  he  has  made  inconvenient  admissions,  which  are  fatal  to 
his  case,  and  therefore  wants  to  get  rid  of  them.  He  repudiates  the  Biographical 
Memoir  by  Mr.  Stewart  for  the  same  reasons.  It  is  perfectly  evident  on 
reading  that  Memoir  that  it  is  translated  from  the  Greek,  at  least  in  many 
parts,  and  that  it  is  made  up  from  materials  which  Simonides  alone  could  have 
supplied.  How  else  is  the  comical  spelling  of  his  adversary's  name,  *  Tissendorf,' 
to  be  explained  ?  Who  but  Simonides  knows  anything  about  the  *  Theological 
Writings'  to  which  reference  is  made  ?  The  truth  is,  this  Memoir  contains  an 
awkward  admission  with  regard  to  the  Uranius  MS.  which  Simonides  now  denies 
having  made.  The  difficulty  which  is  presented  by  the  note  on  the  eighth  page 
of  the  Cod.  Frid.  Aug.  he  evades  by  asserting  that  it  has  a  double  meaning. 

'*  That  Simonides  has  been  called  Euclid's  Compasses,  Chalkenteros,  and 
other  hard  names,  proves  nothing.  He  has  omitted  to  mention  many  which 
have  been  given  him  in  Europe.  With  regard  to  his  challenge,  by  which  he 
offers,  for  the  moderate  sum  of  £10,000  sterling,  to  reproduce  the  Codex  Sinaiticus, 
I  reply  as  follows.  My  object  is  not  to  prove  that  Simonides  can  write  something 
which  shall  look  like  an  old  MS.,  but  to  shew  that  he  did  not  write  the  one  in 
question.  To  all  my  arguments  he  has  given  a  most  lame  and  unsatisfactory 
reply ;  he  accuses  me  of  lack  of  judgment  and  discernment,  of  straining  at  a 
gnat  and  swallowing  a  camel.  It  seems  to  me  that  all  the  camel  swallowing 
is  done  by  his  own  admirers. 

'*  I  regret  that  Mr.  Hodgkin  declines  to  give  me  a  description  of  the  letter  of 
Kallinikos,  which  beturs  date  1858.  I  have  now  no  opportunity  of  examining  it, 
and  must  ask  any  of  your  readers  who  have  seen  it  to  favour  me  with  an  accurate 
account  of  it,  especially  as  to  whether  it  is  written  on  one  leaf  or  on  two. 

^*  Simonides  now  points  to  an  acrostic  in  Gen.  xxiv.  as  proof  that  he  wrote 
the  Codex  Sinaiticus.  He  knows  perfectly  well  that  no  part  of  Genesis  has  been 
recovered,  and  therefore  makes  his  assertion  with  full  assurance  that  it  cannot 
be  put  to  the  test. 

^^  Allow  me  to  ask  him  one  question  through  the  medium  of  your  colamns. 
In  the  Literary  Oazette  of  Aug.  31,  1863,  he  announced  the  discovery  of  a 
papyrus  of  the  first  century  more  than  (three  feet  long,  containing  part  of  the 
first  Epistle  of  St.  John,  and  the  whole  of  the  second  and  third  Epistles.  The 
disputed  verse,  1  John  v.  7,  he  gave  in  full.  Where  is  this  papyrus,  and  why 
does  he  not  exhibit  it  ?  "A.  W.  Wmoht. 

"  Trinihf  CdOege,  Cambridge,  Jan,  26,  1863." 

"  Sir,— The  letter  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Wright  in  the  Cfuardian  of  this  week  offers 
many  temptations  to  the  retort  courteous,  which,  however,  I  mean  to  resist,  and 
merely  reply  to  one  or  two  of  his  statements.  The  first  two  relate  to  a  conver- 
sation carried  on  through  an  interpreter,  and  of  which  Simonides  gives  an  account 
differing  from  that  of  Mr.  Wright.  He  stated  at  Cambridge  that  the  entire  note 
at  the  end  of  Esdras  was  taken  from,  a  comparatively  recent  codex  on  paper, 
preserved  at  Mount  Athos,  which  wa^  probably  a  copy  from  some  earlier  MS 
He  now  further  states  that  it  was  inserted  there  as  a  memorandum  or  reference 
to  a  codex  which,  though  not  valuable  on  account  of  its  age,  contained  some 
good  readings,  and  that  a  great  number  of  the  notes  in  both  the  Codex  Friderico- 
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Angastanas  and  Codex  BinaiticoB  will  also  be  fonncl  on  inyestigation  to  have 
been  written  as  memoranda  for  alterations  in  a  subsequent  codex. 

'*  Simonides  has  all  almig  stated  to  his  friends  (though  I  do  not  think  he  has 
niade  the  assertion  in  print)  that  long  before  the  conclusion  of  his  task  he  became 
dissatisfied  with  the  appearance  of  a  codex  containing  so  many  corrections,  and 
that,  although  he  proceeded  with  the  work,  he  added  various  notes  to  indicate 
the  alterations,  both  in  the  text  and  in  the  spacing  of  the  lines,  which  he 
thought  advisable  in  a  second  copy.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Wright's  second  state- 
ment, Simonides  simply  says  that  the  description  given  by  Tischendorf  is  incor- 
rect, and  that  he  knows  that  the  MS.  was  not  in  1844  in  the  dilapidated  condition 
described  by  that  gentleman. 

"  Here  we  have  two  contradictory  accounts,  upon  the  truth  of  neither  of 
which  we  seem  to  have  the  materials  to  decide,  though  the  letters  of  Eallinikos 
favour  the  version  of  Simonides.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Wright's  complaint  of  the 
inaccuracy  of  Simonides'  description  of  the  state  in  which  he  found  the  MS.  in 
1852,  I  may  state  that  his  letter  to  the  Ottardian  was  very  incorrectly  trans- 
lated, and  that  this  paragraph  does  not  give  the  full  sense  of  the  original,  and 
as  the  identity  of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus  with  the  Codex  Friderico-Augustanus 
was  well  known  to  him,  and  had  often  been  commented  on  by  him  long  before 
he  sent  his  letter  to  the  Guardian^  cmy  omission  of  the  description  of  its  imperfect 
state  in  thcU  letter  was  not  owing  to  his  ignorance  of  this  identity* 

**  It  is  now  just  three  years  since  Simonides  first  committed  to  writing  in 
England  (in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Charles  Stewart,  dated  4th  (16th)  January,  1860)  his 
version  of  the  history  of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus.  He  had  his  own  reasons,  I  sup- 
pose, for  not  letting  the  whole  public  into  the  secret  at  an  earlier  period  than 
last  autumn,  but  the  facts  of  his  early  claim  are  well  known  to  his  friends,  and 
upset  almost  all  Mr.  Wright's  theories.  It  was  not  till  he  saw  in  Mr.  Newton's 
hands  the  facsimile  of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus,  published  by  Tischendorf,  that  he 
felt  as  perfectly  assured  as  he  has  since  done  that  the  MS.  was  his  own  work, 
and  his  letter  to  Kallinikos  in  1861,  asking  for  a  further  confirmation,  seems  to 
me  to  have  been  the  natural  act  of  a  man  desirous  of  making  assurance  doubly 
sure,  before  committing  himself  publicljr  to  an  assertion  which  he  knew  would 
call  forth  expressions  of  disbelief  and  derision. 

''*■  In  conclusion,  may  I  express  the  hope  that  for  the  future  all  vague  sur- 
mises and  wild  conjectures  may  cease  to  find  expression  in  the  correspondence 
upon  this  grave  and  difficult  subject,  and  that  before  long  the  literary  world 
may  have  the  opportunity  of  forming  its  own  judgment,  based  upon  the  results 
of  a  meeting  in  London  between  Tischendorf  and  Simonides,  at  which  the  whole 
ground  of  the  controversy  may  be  traversed,  and  one  of  the  antagonists  may  be 
compelled  to  retract  his  error. 

"  West  Derby^  Jan.  23,  1863.  "  John  Eliot  Hodgkin. 

*'  PS.  I  observe  in  the  long  letter  of  Simonides  published  in  the  Guardian  of 
Jan.  21,  that  he  states  he  was  bom  on  the  5th  of  November,  1860,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  myself  that  he  is  as  old  as  he  there  claims  to  be. 

"  But  in  the  Athenamm  of  December  21,  1861,  he  made  the  statement  that 
he  was  bom  on  the  11th  of  November,  1824.  It  is  right  that  this  wide  discre- 
pancy should  be  pointed  out,  though  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  arises  from  inadvert- 
ence. The  letter  to  the  Athenasum  above  referred  to  was  not,  like  his  letters  to 
the  Guardian,  a  translation  from  the  Greek,  but  was  written  by  myself,  as  the 
embodiment  of  the  line  of  Simonides'  defence,  gathered  from  numerous  conver- 
sations held  with  him ;  and  I  extracted  the  notice  of  his  birth  and  parentage, 
with  his  sanction,  from  Mr.  Stewart's  biographical  memoir,  which  it  now  seems 
was  in  error.  I  think  Simonides  was  very  much  to  blame  in  allowing  me  to 
copy  a  mistake  of  so  important  a  nature  into  a  letter  intended  for  the  instraction 
of  the  pubUo  on  points  connected  with  his  persona  1  history ;  but  I  am  folly  con- 
vinced that  carelessness  and  not  the  intention  to  deceive  led  him  to  sanction  the 
repetition  of  an  erroneous  statement  which  had  no  bearing  whatever  on  any  of 
the  questions  under  discussion,  and  which  could  in  no  degree  strengthen  his 
defence." 

ii2 
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"  Sir, — In  our  English  couirts  of  law,  the  weight  Of  evidence,  on  either  side, 
depends  npon  the  creaibility  of  the  person  who  gives  it.  And  this  again  is  very 
materially  affected  by  the  antecedents  and  known  character  of  the  witness. 
Hence  the  severe  and  painfully  searching  investigations  as  to  their  previous 
habits  of  life,  pursuits,  and  occupations,  which  learned  counsel  believe  it  their 
duty  to  make,  and  rightly  so  too. 

**  In  the  question  as  to  the  antiquity  of  the  above-named  codex,  Ck>nstantine 
Bimonides  asserts  that  it  is  not  an  ancient  MS.  copy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  but 
one  of  our  own  times  ;  and  that  he  is  the  writer  of  it ;  and  that  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  written  was  that  it  might  be  offered  as  a  present  to  the  Emperor 
of  Russia.  Now,  we  can  well  understand  and  acquiesce  in  the  appropriateness 
of  such  a  gift,  made  by  a  body  of  religious  men,  to  one  whom  thejr  regard  as  the 
head  of  the  Church  to  which  they  belong.  And,  that  Church  being  the  Greek 
Church,  we  can  appreciate  their  good  taste  in  having  the  MS.  written  in  the 
Greek  language,  and  in  Greek  characters.  Moreover  that  the  oldest  style  of 
character  should  be  used ;  that  the  writing  should  be  on  vellum  or  parchment, 
according  to  the  ancient  practice  of  the  church.  All  such  particulars  legiti- 
mately attach  themselves  to  a  perfect  renausance^  which  it  would  seem  it  was 
intended  this  MS.  shoidd  be.  But  when  we  are  told  that  the  colour  of  the  ink 
(a  faded  one  doubtless)  on  the  most  ancient  MSS.  was  carefully  matched ;  that 
bone  pens  were  made,  and  the  hue  of  the  skins  imitated ;  and  of  course  every 
little  peculiarity  of  letter  affected,  so  that  the  minutest  evidence  of  antiquity 
might  not  be  wanting ; — I  say,  on  all  these  accounts,  and  many  others  of  a  like 
kind,  there  does  appear  to  be  primd  facie  evidence  of  an  intention  ta  deceive,  to 
cozen,  to  trick  into  a  belief  in  the  existence  of  something  which  had  none. 

^^  In  a  word,  is  it  not  manifest  that  Constantino  Simonides,  his  pious  uncle 
Benedict,  perhaps  the  celebrated  Hieromonachos  Kallinikos,  and  the  rest  of  the 
holy  brotherhooa  of  Mount  Athos,  conspired  together  to  delude  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  into  the  belief  that  they  had  presented  him  with  a  MS.  Copy  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  as  old  as  the  third  or  fourth  century,  when,  in  fact,  their  gift  was  the 
wort  of  an  expert  one  of  their  own  number  ?  What  consideration,  in  the  shape 
of  privileges,  whether  at  the  holy  sepulchre,  otherwise  or  elsewhere,  may  have 
been  expected,  deponent  sayeth  not.  If  not,  then  the  MS.  must  have  been 
intended  for  the  Emperor's  tue.  But  his  convenience,  edification,  and  comfort 
in  this  respect  would  hardly  have  been  studied  by  employing  faded  inks,  oblite- 
rations ofagBy  obsolete  characters^  and  a  no  longer  used  style  of  writing.  All  which 
particulars  were  so  exquisite  in  their  semblance  as  to  deceive  the  profound  palseo- 
graphist  Tischendorf  himself. 

"  Now,  let  us  suppose  that  the  police  detected  a  man  with  a  bank-note  exe- 
cuted so  exactly  as  to  deceive  even  a  clerk  of  the  Bank  of  England  himself.  Or 
suppose  they  were  to  discover  such  a  note,  and  a  man  should  come  forward  and 
avow  himself — ^boastingly  avow  himself — as  the  person  who  executed  the  highly 
finished  work  of  art.  The  inference  which  they  would  draw  would  be  of  such  a 
chariuiter  as  to  impress  them  with  the  necessity  of  lodging  the  accomplished 
individual  in  the  nearest  police-station ;  which  the  magistrates  would  be  quite 
ready  enough  to  endorse  b^  committing  him,  on  the  charge  of  forgery,  to  tiie 
his  trial  at  the  next  sittmg  of  the  Central  Criminal  Court,  or  the  next  assizes. 
Such,  then,  appears  to  be  the  analogous  position  in  which  Constantino  Simonides 
has^  placed  himself.  He  avows  himself  as  the  person  who  executed  a  document 
which,  upon  his  own  elaborate  shewing,  and  that  of  others  competent  to  decide, 
was  evidently  meant  to  deceive. 

"  He  must  therefore  select  one  or  the  other  of  these  two  horns  of  a  most 
tmcomfortable  dilemma  on  which  to  impale  himself:  either  that  he  is  in  the 
habit  of  uttering  forged  documents,  well  knowing  them  to  be  such ;  or  else  his 
claim  to  the  penmanship  or  fabrication  of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus  must  be  dismissed 
as  an  untruth.  On  either  hand,  Constantino  Simonides  cannot  be  regarded  as  a 
very  reliable  witness. 

"  Knotty  Ashf  neofr  Liverpool,  "  William  Thos.  Nbwenham." 
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Again,  on  February  4,  the  Omrdian  gave  us  these : — 

"  Sir, — I  have  three  antagpnists  this  week,  to  all  of  whom  I  shall  reply  in  one 
letter.  The  conversation  in  the  library  of  the  University  of  Cambridge  seems 
to  have  been  an  unfortunate  one,  for  certainly  Mr.  Wright  has  not  represented 
correctly  as  said  to  him  what  I  said  to  mv  interpreter ;  and  on  the  other  hand  I 
am  afraid,  from  Mr.  Bradshaw^s  letter,  that  I  have  misunderstood  the  meaning 
of  his  expressions  to  me  conveyed  through  the  same  channel. 

"  I  understood  him  to  say  that  he  had  indeed  seen  and  examined  the  Codex 
Sinaiticus  at  Leipzig,  but  that  he  should  have  given  it  a  very  different  examina- 
tion if  he  had  then  had  any  idea  that  it  would  be  claimed  as  a  modern  production : 
that,  on  the  contrary,  he  took  it  as  a  matter  of  course  that  it  was  ancient,  on  the 
authority  of  Tischendorf.  Will  Mr.  Bradshaw  have  the  kindness  to  explain 
more  clearly  his  argument  about  the  arrangement  of  the  leaves,  which  I,  for  my 
part,  do  not  understand  ? 

"  At  this  point  of  Mr.  Bradshaw's  letter  I  am  able  to  put  to  silence  your 
correspondent  Mr.  Newenham  (who  is  evidently  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
history  of  the  controversy),  by  making  between  Mr.  Bradahaw's  letter  and  his 
a  little  parallelism : — 

"  Bxtractfrom  Mr,  Bradshaw'* 8  Letter  in      "  Extract  from   Mr.  Newenhcmi^s 
Otiardian^  Jan.  28.  Letter  in  Guardian^  Jan.  28^A. 

"  *  Now  it  must  be  remembered  that  Dr.  *"  He  (Simonides)  avows  himself 

Simonides  always  maintained  two  points —  as  the  person  who  executed  a  docu- 

first,  that  the  Mount  Athos  Bible  written  ment  which,  upon  his  own  elabo- 

in  1840  for  the  Emperor  of  Russia  was  not  rate  shewing  and  that  of  others 

meant  to  deceive  any  oncj  but  was  only  a  competent  to  decide,  was  evidently 

beautiful  specimen  of  writing  in  the  old  meant  to  deceive.* 
style,'  etc. 

"  It  need  not  be  said  that  Mr.  Newenham  does  not  know  much  of  palaeo- 
graphy, or  he  would  not  have  been  beguiled  into  so  blundering  a  misinterpreta- 
tion of  the  paragraph  in  my  letter  to  vou  of  Jan.  21,  wherein  I  treat  of  the 
various  matters  proper  to  the  palseographic  art. 

*'  Mr.  Bradshaw's  very  proper  and  natural  query — '  How  is  it  possible  that  a 
MS.  written  beautifully,  and  with  no  intention  to  deceive,  in  1840, ,  should  in 
1862  present  so  ancient  an  appearance  ?' — I  answer  simply  thus : — The  MS.  had 
been  systematically  tampered  with,  in  order  to  give  it  an  ancient  appearance,  as 
early  as  1852,  when,  as  I  have  already  stated,  it  had  an  older  appearance  than 
it  ought  to  have  had ;  and,  from  what  I  then  saw,  I  am  not  surprised  that  Mr. 
Bradshaw  should  have  been  deceived  in  his  estimate  of  its  age. 

"  Again ;  I  seriously  assert  (as  Mr.  Bradshaw  seems  to  think  I  am  jesting 
on  this  grave  subject)  that  I  wrote  the  Codex,  to  portions  of  which  Tischendorf 
has  given  the  names  of  Friderico-Augustanus  and  Sinaiticus ;  and  I  challenge 
him  S>prodttce  these  Codices  in  London.  I  will  meet  him  there  at  any  time  he 
may  appoint,  and,  in  a  public  meeting  of  literary  men  assembled  for  the  purpose, 
it  shall  be  once  and  for  ever  decided  whether  he  or  Simonides  has  spoken  truly. 

"  Mr.  W.  A.  Wright  is  again  in  error  in  asserting  that  I  stated  at  Cambridge 
that  my  age  was  fifteen  years  when  I  wrote  the  Codex.  What  my  interpreter 
may  have  said  I  know  not,  who  speaks  very  fluently  many  things  which  he 
knows  about  me,  and  also  his  own  opinions,  but  I  do  know  that  I  was  never 
asked  the  question  at  all.  The  only  mention  of  fifteen  years  in  that  conversa- 
tion was  in  relation  to  the  age  of  the  modem  MS.  of  Esdras,  one  of  the  three 
MSS.  which  I  particularly  consulted  in  writing  the  text  and  notes  upon  those 
books. 

"  The  errors  which  seem  to  arise  on  both  sides  from  the  necessity  of  an  in- 
terpreter make  me  very  sorry  that  there  are  not  more  gentlemen  in  England, 
among  all  those  who  profess  to  be  acquainted  with  ancient  Greek,  who  can  un- 
derstand me  when  I  speak  in  that  language.  In  Cambridge  I  only  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  one  such — viz.,  the  Rev.  W.  M.  Gunson,  M.A.,  Professor 
of  Greek  in  Christ's  College,  to  whom,  with  the  Rev.  John  Hays,  M.A.,  and 
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many  other  ffenttomeii)  espeoially  of  this  college,  I  was  iDdebted  for  extremely 
kind,  hospitable,  and  coorteoos  treatment,  during  my  stay  in  Cambridge. 

^*C.    SmOHIDES. 

"  PS. — I  reply  in  a  postscript  to  the  question  which  Mr.  W.  A.  Wright,  m 
his  osoal  headlong  manner,  has  put  to  me,  upon  a  matter  in  no  degree  concern- 
ing the  C^ex  Sinaiticus,  but  which  he  thinks  might  prove  another  stone  to 
throw  at  Simonides,  at  a  time  when  legitimate  ammunition  is  beginning  to  fail 
him.  The  MS.  on  papyrus,  containing^  part  of  the  Qospel  of  St.  John,  as  well 
as  that  containing  part  of  the  First  £pistle  and  the  Second  and  Third  Epistles, 
which  he  so  conveniently  assumes  that  /  Jutve  not  exhibited^  is  now  in  London. 
It  was  displayed  at  Christ's  Colle^,  Cambridee,  for  a  week,  during  the  meeting 
of  the  British  Association,  where  it  was  seen  oy  hundreds  of  gentlemen,  among 
others  by  Mr.  Babington  and  Mr.  Bradshaw,  and  it  was  particularly  examined 
by  the  two  gentlemen  mentioned  in  the  last  paragraph  of  this  letter.  It  has 
been  since  exhibited  in  London,  at  the  rooms  of  the  Koyal  Society  of  Literature, 
on  Jan.  7th,  9th,  and  10th,  together  with  the  other  MSS.  discovered  in  the 
museum  of  M.  Mayer.  "  C.  S." 

"  Sir, — The  following  is  the  note  at  the  end  of  Esdras  in  the  Codex  Friderico- 
AugustanuB  to  which  Mr.  Hodffkin  refers.  I  give  the  Greek  that  Simonides 
may  not  accuse  me  of  mistranslating : — ^ArrcjSX^i}  Tpos  mXcuuraroy  \iay  orri- 
ypa^or  ItZiopQttiuvov  X*H*''  """^  orfiw  fmprvpos  Tlofi^iKov  0T€p  €urrtypGuf>oy  orpos  r«# 
rcXct  viroinj/ACtaMrts  rts  i9iox*ipos  canov  vwtKuro  cxov<ra  ovrtts'  /itreXrynpiBri  kcu 
ZMpOtadri  vpos  ra  t^axXa  otpiyttnvi  amwwwoi  avrtfiaXtp*  Tafi4»i\os  9iop9cMra.  Which 
is  in  English,  *  Collated  with  an  extremely  ancient  copy  corrected  by  the  hand 
of  the  holy  martyr  Pamphilus :  with  re^rd  to  which  there  was  attached  at  the 
end  a  subscription  in  his  own  handwriting,  running  thus — "  Copied  from  and 
corrected  by  the  Hexapla  of  Origen;  Antoninus  collated,  I  Pamphilus  cor- 
rected." '  A  similar  note,  containing  more  details,  is  found  at  the  end  of  Esther 
in  the  same  codex.  It  adds  the  fact  that  the  copy  corrected  by  Pamphilns  began 
with  I  Kings  ft. «.,  1  Samuel  according  to  us)  and  ended  with  Esther.  The 
natural  and  obvious  meaning  of  the  note  is  that  the  writer  of  it,  who  is  not  the 
original  scribe,  had  collated  the  portion  just  mentioned  with  the  copy  of  Pam- 
philus, the  readings  from  which  ne  inserted  in  the  margin.  Simonides  says — 
*  The  entire  note  at  the  end  of  Esdras  was  taken  from  a  comparatively  recent 
codex  on  paper,  preserved  at  Mount  Athos,  which  was  probably  a  ccfpj  from 
some  earlier  MS.  He  further  states  that  it  was  inserted  there  as  a  memorandum 
or  reference  to  a  codex  which,  though  not  valuable  on  account  of  its  age,  con- 
tained some  ^ood  readings.'  I  leave  your  readers  to  judge  which  of  these 
explanations  is  the  true  one.  If  Simonides  inserted  the  note,  it  contains  a  state- 
ment which  is  untrue.    If  he  did  not  insert  it,  his  story  falln  to  the  ground. 

"  Mr.  Hodgkin  says  Simonides  gives  an  account  of  our  interview  at  Cam- 
bridge different  from  mine.  I  have  a  perfect  recollection  of  allthat  took  place, 
and  am  ready  to  attest  the  truth  of  my  version. 

"  In  reply  to  my  second  statement,  *  Simonides  simply  says  that  the  descrip- 
tion given  oy  Tischendorf  is  incorrect,  and  that  he  knows  that  the  MS.  was  not 
in  1844  in  the  dilapidated  condition  described  by  that  gfentleman.'  This  is  a 
very  easy  way  of  getting  rid  of  a  difficulty.  I  prefer  to  believe  in  the  truth  of 
Tischendorfs  statement,  and  would  class  that  of  Simonides  with  his  new  account 
of  his  age,  which  Mr.  Hodgkin  sets  down  as  an  inadvertence.  Simonides  now 
says  that  Tischendorf  has  the  whole  MS.  in  his  possession,  and  that  he  intends 
to  go  to  the  East  and  make  another  find,  when  he  will  ask  Queen  Victoria  or 
the  Emperor  of  the  French  to  patronize  him.  Why,  then,  did  he  leave  so  much 
of  it  behind  in  1844  ?  I  should  think  Simonides'  own  friends  must  begin  to 
open  their  eyes  at  last ;  but  none  are  so  blind  as  those  who  will  not  see. 


•*  As  a  proof  that  the  MS.  is  his  own  handwriting,  he  now  exhibits  tracings 
of  four  pages,  in  one  at  least  of  which  is  an  acrostic  containing  his  name.  This 
one  is  from  Grenesis,  which  he  knows  perfectly  well  has  not  been  recovered. 

ftiin  1852;  for  what  ] 
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is  best  known  to  himself.  Let  bim  exhibit  them  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Literature,  and  there  let  them  be  discussed.  They  alone  will 
shew  whether  his  story  is  true.  "  W.  A.  Weight. 

"  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  Feb.  Ut,  1863." 


"  Sir — I  cannot  at  present  trace  the  existence  of  tlie  Hieromonacbos  Kalli- 
nikos  at  Alexandria,  though  he  must  be  there,  br  have  been  there  quite  recently, 
since  letters  from  him  to  Simonides  are  dated  from  Alexandria  so  late  as  No- 
vember, 1862. 

"  But  I  hear  that  there  is  a  Hieromonacbos  Kallinikos  at  Mount  Sinai,  an 
old  man,  and  respected. 

"  Other  inquiries  are  being  made,  which  I  trust  may  throw  light  on  this 
strange  controversy. 

"  J.  Silvester  Davies,  late  Acting  Chaplain  at  Alexandria. 
"  7  Ujoper  Prospect  Place,  Southampton,  Feb,  2th,  1863." 


And  again,  Feb.  11,  we  find  in  the  Guardian  these : — 

"  Sir, — Simonides  is  singularly  unfortunate  in  the  people  whom  he  has  about 
him.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  who  is  responsible  for  any  of  his  assei*tions.  If  he 
speaks,  his  interpreter  misinterprets  him ;  if  he  writes,  his  words  are  mistrans- 
lated. There  is  a  spectral  character  about  every  part  of  his  evidence.  Touch 
KaUinikos  and  he  vanishes  ;  quote  Simonides'  words,  oral  or  written,  and  in- 
stantly they  either  mean  nothing,  or  the  very  opposite  of  what  they  appear  to 
mean.  In  reply  to  the  part  of  his,  or  his  friend's,  letter  this  week  which  refers 
to  me,  I  have  to  remark — 

*'l.  That  I  give  the  most  emphatic  contradiction  to  Simonides*  account  of 
our  interview  at  Cambridge.  I  asked  him  two  separate  questions,  and  his  inter- 
preter, who  was  a  Greek  and  spoke  English  perfectly,  must  have  been  strangely 
wanting  in  his  duty  if  he  misrepresented  my  questions  or  Simonides'  answers. 
The  questions  were — When  does  Simonides  say  he  wrote  the  Codex  Sinaiticus  ? 
and.  How  old  was  he  at  the  time  ?  The  answers  were — In  the  year  1839,  and, 
Fifteen.  This  latter  fact  was  in  accordance,  be  it  observed,  with  two  statements 
in  the  life  of  Simonides  by  Mr.  Stewart,  which  Simonides  allowed  Mr.  Hodgkin 
to  make  use  of  without  correction,  and  with  the  account  of  Simonides'  age  when 
in  Cambridge  last  October,  as  stated  by  his  interpreter  to  Mr.  Bradshaw  after 
referring  to  Simonides  himself.  What  would  be  thought  in  a  court  of  justice  of 
the  evidence  of  a  witness  who  acquits  himself  in  this  manner  ?  And  yet  we  are 
expected  to  take  Simonides'  mere  assertion  that  he  wrote  the  Codex  Sinaiticus. 

"  2.  Simonides  asserts — '  The  only  mention  of  fifteen  years  in  that  conversa- 
tion was  in  relation  to  the  age  of  the  modern  MS.  of  Esdras,  one  of  three  MSS. 
which  I  particularly  consulted  in  writing  the  text  and  notes  upon  those  books.' 
To  this  I  reply  that  not  one  word  was  said  either  to  Mr.  Bradshaw  or  to  myself 
about  the  age  of  a  modem  MS.  of  Esdras.  The  whole  paragraph  is  untrue  from 
beginning  to  end. 

"  Here,  then,  are  two  gross  misrepresentations,  to  use  no  stronger  term,  of 
plain  matters  of  fact.  Here,  at  least,  is  no  palssographic  mystery.  How  long 
will  Simonides  go  on  asking  us  to  take  his  word  ? 

"  W.  A.  Wright." 


"  Sir, — If  my  testimony  concerning  the  Codex  Sinaiticus  19  to  be  at  all  con- 
sidered, judgment  must  be  formed  on  what  I  really  said,  and  not  on  what  Simo- 
nides (or  his  assistant)  says  that  I  said.  In  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  F.  J.  A.  Hort, 
dated  Leipsic,  June  25,  1862,  and  inserted  by  him  in  the  Guardian  of  Aug.  13, 
I  said — 

"  *  I  have  now  spent  some  days  in  this  place ;  my  object  being,  as  you  know, 
to  examine  the  Codex  Sinaiticus,  and  to  collate  some  portion  as  a  specimen. 
Professor  Tischendorf  allowed  me  to  look  at  any  part  of  the  MS.  at  his  house 
(1  Linden  Strasse)  for  three  days^  I  have  availed  myself  of  this  permission  to 
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my  own  great  satisfaction ;  I  trust,  too,  that  it  has  not  been  without  firuit  for  the 
benefit  of  sacred  letters ;  for  I  hare  not  only  inspected  the  MS.,  but  I  have  com- 
pared several  parts  with  the  facsimile  edition  which  is  about  to  be  privately 
issued,  and  also  I  have  made  a  collation  of  the  Catholic  Epistles.' 

"  I  was  cdmoet  surprised  that  Simonides  (or  his  coadjutor)  could  in  the 
Ouardian  of  Jan.  21  have  professedly  taken  from  that  very  number  of  the 
Guardian  that  Dr.  Tregelles  '  says  that  in  three  days  only  he  went  through  the 
MS.  of  the  pseudo-Sinaitic  Codex,  examined  it,  compared  it  with  other  MSS., 
and  copied  several  parts.  This  was  blindly  believed  by  every  one,*  etc.  Now, 
as  I  never  pretended  to  *  perform  such  a  Herculean  work  in  three  days,'  all  the 
deductions  of  Simonides  and  his  friends  are  worth  nothing,  for  they  are  all  based 
on  their  own  false  citation. 

**  In  three  of  the  days  (not  consecutively)  that  I  was  at  Leipsic,  I  examined 
the  MS.,  collated  the  Catholic  Epistles,  and  noted  particular  readings  ;  on  inter- 
mediate days  1  examined  the  printed  sheets,  and  noted  readings  or  passages  to 
which  I  thought  that  it  would  oe  well  to  pay  particular  attention.  Now  I  have 
,  myself  examined  very  many  ancient  Greek  MSS. ;  I  have  collated  ttU- such  that 
are  known  and  accessible,  containing  the  Greek  New  Testament,  or  any  part  of 
it ;  and  I  feel  as  much  confidence  in  the  genuineness  and  antiquity  of  Codex 
Sinaiticus,  as  I  do  in  that  of  Codex  Vaticanus  or  Codex  Alexandrinus.  A  man 
might  make  a  facsimile  of  a  page  or  two  which  might  at  first  deceive ;  but  how 
can  this  be  done,  with  the  corrections  of  various  hands  and  various  ages  ?  Who- 
ever pretends  that  Codex  Sinaiticus  can  be  modem,  virtually  asserts  that  it  was 
intended  to  deceive. 

"  Simonides  seems  to  be  singularly  unfortunate  in  his  assistants  and  trans- 
lators ;  Mr.  Charles  Stewart,  Mr.  John  Eliot  Hodgkin,  and  Mr.  T.  Silke,  all  alike 
seem  to  succeed  in  misrepresenting  him ;  it  thus  becomes  a  question  who  is 
responsible  for  any  statement.  The  letters  of  Kallinicus,  so  far  as  they  have 
been  printed  in  Greek,  have  the  advantage  that  no  complaint  can  be  made  on 
the  ground  of  translator's  errors.  As  to  what  is  put  forth  with  the  name  of 
Simonides,  we  know  not  how  much  is  said  for  him  by  his  friends ;  it  would  be 
far  better  for  them  to  write  under  their  own  names,  and  for  Simonides  to  print 
all  that  ?ie  has  to  say  in  plain  and  intelligible  Greek.  The  denial  by  Simonides 
of  the  date  of  his  birth,  Nov.  11,  1824,  stated  thus  by  him  at  Cambridge  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Wright  and  Mr.  Bradshaw,  and  for  him  by  Mr.  C.  Stewart  and 
by  Mr.  J.  E.  Hodgkin,  and  his  assertion  now  made  that  it  took  place  Nov.  5, 
1820,  ought  to  cause  his  fi-iends  (and  even  his  coadjutors)  to  stand  in  doubt  of  all 
that  he  affirms.  In  Mr.  C.  Stewart's  memoir,  the  date  of  Nov.  11,  1824,  is  twice 
given,  pp.  2  and  74 — (if  a  mistake  had  been  made  he  could  have  corrected  it  in 
the  second  place) ;  and  as  his  parents'  marriage  is  stated  (p.  74)  to  have  taken 
place  in  1823,  it  is  remarkable  that  he  should  now  voluntarily  bring  back  his 
nirth  to  1820 :  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  adhered  to  '  quieta  non  movere.^ 

"  But  as  Simonides  sent  me,  in  January,  1861,  the  memoir  by  Mr.  C.  Stewart, 
to  confute  all  that  I  had  said  about  him  in  Additions  to  Hornets  Introduction^  vol. 
iv.,  pp.  759-60;  and  as,  at  p.  32,  Mr.  Stewart  says  that  'if  any  doubt  should 
remain  in  the  mind  of  the  reader,  the  authority  for  every  statement  will  be  at 
once  furnished,'  I  am  fully  justified  in  treating  this  book  as  being  what  Simo- 
nides and  his  co-operators  imshed  to  he  believed.  It  is  strange  that  the  memoir 
not  only  does  not  mention  the  visit  to  Mount  Sinai  in  1852,  but  appears  to  leave 
no  room  for  such  a  journey,  unless  indeed  it  lay  on  his  route  from  Egypt  to  the 
Canary  Islands  by  way  of  Algeria. 

''  It  must  not  be  forgotten  that,  in  dealing  with  Simonides,  we  have  to  do 
with  one  about  whom  there  are  serious  questions:— (1.)  As  to  the  forged  Uranius 
and  Hermas,  etc.  (2.)  The  pretended  papyri  of  St.  Matthew,  etc.,  of  the  first 
century  (published).  (3.)  The  pretended  copy  of  St.  John's  First  Epistle,  of 
the  first  century,  con  taming  1  John  v.  7  ^unpublished).  (4.)  And  now  the  claim 
that  he  in  1840  wrote  a  MS.  in  perfect  imitation  of  a  document  of  the  fourth 
century,  professing  in  part  to  be  copied  from  an  ancient  codex,  corrected  by  the 
hand  of  the  martyr  Pamphilus ;  and  containing  corrections  apparently  of  various 
ages,  and  by  very  various  hands. 
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"  I  know  tbat  Simonides  has  read  the  portion  of  my  Additions  to  Home  in 
which  I  spoke  of  Codex  Sinaiticus  and  Codex  Friderico-Angustanus :  he  said 
this  in  writing  to  me,  for  he  referred  to  the  notes  on  these  very  pages.  Did  not 
this  suggest  to  Simonides,  out  of  revenge  against  Tischendorf,  the  invention  of 
the  story  that  the  MS.  was  modem,  and  written  by  him  ? 

"  True  knowledge  of  palaeography  is  closely  connected  with  the  facts  of  the 
transmission  of  Holy  Scripture.  This  is  no  mere  literary  question,  but  one 
bearing  on  what  we  know  of  the  inspired  oracles  of  God.  To  forge  a  MS.  as  if 
ancient  is  to  endeavour  to  uphold  readings  in  such  a  copy  as  if  they  had  the 
vantage-ground  of  early  authority ;  a  procedure  the  folly  of  which  is  only  sur- 
passed by  its  sin :  to  pretend  to  have  written  a  MS.  really  ancient,  and  thus  to 
seek  to  make  all  palseographic  facts  matters  of  doubtful  questioning,  is  a  sin  of 
a  similar  kind.  This  it  is  which  makes  it  so  needful  to  expose  the  pretensions 
of  Simonides  and  his  coadjutors.  It  is  vain  for  the  whole  matter  to  be  laughed 
at  as  a  mere  quarrel  of  critics.  It  may  be  easy  to  suggest  suspicions  on  both 
sides ;  but  merely  to  do  this  is  simply  to  make  all  truth  seem  uncertain.  It  is 
not  a  question  of  the  reputation  of  Tischendorf,  Simonides,  Tregelles,  Hodgkin, 
Wright,  or  Stewart,  but  oi  facts ^  of  an  established  and  momentous  kind,  which 
some  choose  to  assail,  while  others  turn  the  whole  subject  into  sport.  It  may 
be  sport  to  a  contemporary  journal  (the  Literary  Churchman^  Dec.  16,  1862),  but 
it  is  matter  of  life  and  death  to  those  who  see  its  bearing  on  God's  holy  Word. 

**  It  may  be  easy  (with  the  writer  referred  to)  to  make  an  amusing  enumera- 
tion of  what  he  calls  dramatis  personce^  seeking  apparently  to  take  some  excep- 
tion, to  most  of  the  witnesses ;  but  in  this  some  knowledge  of  facts  would  have 
"been  well.  Thus,  Von  Falkenstein,  the  Saxon  Minister,  is  termed  the  Bussian  / 
Simonides  is  described  as  *  hitherto  a  friend  of  Tischendorf.*  The  third  stands 
thus — *  Newton  (a  former  Fellow  of  Exeter  ?),  co-religionist  and  friend  of  Tre- 
gelles.' Now,  the  Mr.  Newton  whose  name  has  appeared  in  the  matter  is  Mr. 
John  Newton,  surgeon,  of  Liverpool,  of  whose  religious  opinions  I  know  nothing, 
and  whom  I  never  saw;  though  Simonides  (or  his  assistant)  called  him  (Guardian^ 
Sept.  5)  *  a  friend  of  Dr.  Tregelles.*  This  Mr.  John  Newton  was  evidently  con- 
founded by  the  writer  with  my  friend  Mr.  Benjamin  Wills  Newton,  who  was  a 
Fellow  of  Exeter  College,  Oxford.  The  expression  *  co-religionist  of  Tregelles  * 
is  connected  with  the  description  given  of  me, — '  Tregelles,  a  Plymouth  brother 
and  critic :'  had  this  been  all  true^  I  might  still  have  been  a  good  witness  ;  but 
the  fact  is,  that  though  I  live  at  Plymouth,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  those  now 
called  *  Plymouth  Brethren,'  their  opinions  or  practices.  This  mode  of  treating 
the  subject  would  only  lead  away  from  the  matter  in  hand.  Can  Simonides 
prove  that  he  wrote  Codex  Sinaiticus  ?  and  is  there  no  flaw  in  his  narration,  no 
point  where  his  evidence  gives  way  ? 

'•''  So  far  from  Simonides  and  his  assistants  having  any  doubt,  at  the  date  of 
the  Memoir^  August,  1859,  of  the  genuineness  of  the  MS.  discovered  by  Tis- 
chendorf, that  he  or  they  {Memoir^  p.  61)  cite  the  finding  of  this  MS.  as  a  proof 
of  the  manner  in  which  parchments  may  be  preserved.  *  M.  Tissendorf  also 
lately  discovered  in  a  certain  monastery  in  Egypt  the  Old  Testament  and  part 
of  the  New,  as  well  as  the  First  Book  of  Hermas,  all  of  which  were  written  in 
the  second  century,  or  1,750  years  ago.  This  MS.  is  represented  to  be  in  excel- 
lent condition.'  They  gave  a  somewhat  inaccurate  account  of  the  MS.,  and 
where  it  was  found ;  but  then  they  wished  to  add  to  its  antiquity  instead  of  deny- 
ing it  altogether.  Now,  however,  we  kiq  to\^  {Guardian^  Jan.  14),  *  Having 
seen  in  the  Standard  of  Monday,  May  23,  1859,  an  account  of  the  discovery  at 
Mount  Sinai,  I  wrote  to  Kallinikos  on  the  subject,  and  received  from  him  a 
letter.  .  . .  This  letter,  however,  not  being  sufficiently  explicit,  especially  as  re- 
gards the  identification  of  the  newly-found  codex  with  my  own,  I  wrote,'  etc. 

"I  need,  1  suppose,  waste  no  words  to  prove  that  up  to  August,  1859,  Simo- 
nides and  his  coadjutors  had  no  suspicion  but  that  Tischendorf  had  really  dis- 
covered a  very  ancient  Codex ;  he  could  not,  therefore,  have  been  writing  to 
Kallinicus  in  the  way  of  setting  aside  the  discovery — of  the  particulars  of  which 
he  then  knew  so  little. 

"  The  author  of  the  memoir  of  Simonides  promises  that  *  if  any  doubt  should 
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remain  in  the  mind  of  the  reader,  the  authority  for  every  statement  shall  he  at 
once  famished '  (p.  32).  Let,  then,  the  author  of  the  memoir,  Mr.  Charles 
Btewart,  or  Scarlatus  otourtzasy  give,  according  to  his  promise,  at  once^  expkna- 
tions  of  all  diflSculties ;  in  Greek,  if  he  pleases  (since  he  writes  hy  preference, 
Tissendorf,  Montphocon,  etc.),  or  if  in  English,  so  definitely  that  there  can  be 
no  doubt  about  the  translation. 

"  And  let  Simonides  shew  where  Professor  Tischendorf  manifests  that  he  was 
*  ffreatly  bewildered '  by  certain  initials,  and  let  him  state  whcU  were  the  *  several 
highly  ingenious  methods  of  accounting  for  them,*  which  Tischendorf  *  invented.' 
Let  this  ^  explained  or  admitted  to  be  a  fiction.  If  explanation  is  avoided,  but 
one  conclusion  can  be  drawn.  If  Simonides  inserted  marks  in  the  MB.,  it  may 
prove  that  he  saw  it  at  Mount  Sinai  and  wrote  on  it :  if  none  of  his  marks  are 
there,  it  shews  that  what  he  said  about  having  '  marked  in  the  margin  the  ini- 
tials of  the  different  MSS.,'  is  utterly  and  entirely  false. 

"  6  Portland  Square,  Plymovih,  Feb.  5,  1863."  "  S.  P.  Tkeqelles." 

Three  more  letters  appeared  in  the  Guardian  of  February  1 8th : — 

"  Sir — I  venture  to  think  that  there  must  be  some  limit  to  the  controversy 
with  respect  to  Simonides  and  his  deeds,  which  has  been  now  carried  to  consi- 
derable length  in  your  columns ;  and  that  certain  facts  elicited  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Royal  Society  of  Literature  on  last  Wednesday  evening,  February  11th, 
afford  this  limit. 

"  On  this  occasion,  Sir  Henry  Rawlinson,  K.C.B.,  being  in  the  chair,  a  report 
from  the  council  of  the  society  was  read^  strongly  condemnatory  of  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  whole  of  the  papyri  from  Mr.  Mayer's  museum  at  Liverpool,  which 
Simonides  has  unrolled  and  published  recently,  under  the  title  of  Facsimiles,  etc. ; 
and  though  Simonides  and  his  friends  professed  indignation  at  this  statement,  no 
effective  answer  was  given  during  the  ensuing  discussion  to  any  of  the  charges 
advanced  in  that  report. 

"  At  the  conclusion  of  the  report,  a  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  W.  Aldis  Wright 
on  the  Codex  Sinaiticus,  in  which,  while  giving  a  brief  account  of  the  means  by 
which  Tischendorf  procured  it,  he  gave  a  refutation  to  the  pretensions  of  Simo- 
nides such  as  that  person  had  evidently  not  expected. 

"  Mr.  Wright  laid  upon  the  table  the  original  of  the  letter  of  Eallinicus 
Hieromonachus,  which  had,  apparently,  been  written  at  Alexandria,  and  which 
had  certainly  been  sent  thence  to  the  Guardian  office  by  the  ordinary  post.  Mr. 
Wright  proved,  by  comparison  of  the  writing  of  this  letter  with  other  known 
specimens  of  the  handwriting  of  Simonides,  that  the  letter  of  Callinicus  must 
have  been  written  by  Simonides  himself  in  England,  and  sent  hence  to  some  one  in 
Alexandria,  who  posted  it  to  the  Guardian. 

"  Now,  Sir,  I  submit  that,  this  being  so,  there  ought  to  be  no  further  discus- 
sion about  Simonides,  and  that  no  attention  should  be  paid  to  any  future  asser- 
tions of  either  himself  or  his  friends.  We  have  it  now  as  a  fact  which  any 
person  of  ordinary  intelligence  can  decide  for  himself,  that  Simonides  has 
attempted  to  maintain  his  assertion  that  he  wrote  the  Codex  Sinaiticus,  by  means 
of  a  letter  which  he  has  himself  forged, 

"  I  may  add  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nicolaides,  recently  minister  of  the  Greek 
Church  in  Liverpool,  in  whose  house  Simonides  lived  for  some  months,  declared 
publicly,  on  the  same  evening,  in  the  presence  of  Simonides,  that  the  letter  of 
kallinicus  and  the  other  documents  Mr.  Wright  exhibited  with  them  were  all  in 
one  and  the  same  hand-writing — viz.,  that  of  Simonides. 

"  65  Upper  BerJcdey  Street,  Feb,  13th,  1863."  "  Wm.  S.  W.  Vaux. 

"  Sir — In  your  number  of  January  28th  this  year  is  a  letter  signed  by  Mr. 
W.  A.  Wright.  In  the  first  paragraph  he  states  that  Simonides'  interpreter,  in 
answer  to  his  question  relative  to  the  age  of  Simonides  when  he  wrote  the  Codex, 
said  that  Simonides  was  ^  fifteen  years  old.' 

"I  beg  to  observe  that  I  am  not  the  interpreter  of  Simonides,  but  am  his 
friend,  and  would  not  trouble  you  with  this,  but  as  Mr.  W.  A.  Wright  took 
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upon  himself  to  make  this  same  statement  as  to  the  age  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Royal  Societv-  of  Literature,  when  I  was  obliged  to  contradict  him,  and  that 
rather  strongly — that  I  never  made  such  an  assertion,  neither  from  myself  or 
from  Simonides — I  take  this  opportunity  of  stating  the  reasons  why  I  could  not 
have  made  such  an  assertion : — 

"  1.  Because  I  had  only  a  few  days  before  drawn  the  attention  of  Simonides 
to  this  inaccuracy  in  Mr.  Stewart's  Memoir. 

'^  2.  Because  I  had  seen  the  certificate  of  Simonides'  baptism,  a  copy  of  which 
I  enclose  you,  signed  first  by  the  priest  and  two  of  the  witnesses,  then  by  the 
mayor,  and  secretary  of  the  island  of  Symi,  and  lastly,  by  the  Vice-Consul  of 
Austria. 

"  3.  Because  I  knew  from  many  of  my  Greek  friends  the  age  of  Simonides. 

"  Under  these  circumstances,  I  should  think  that  no  person  of  candour  can 
now  have  any  doubt  whatever  on  the  point  in  question. 

"  24  IHchbome  Street,  Feb,  nth,  1863."  "  L.  Dbacaches. 


"  Sir — During  the  meeting  last  Wednesday  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Literature, 
I  was  called  on,  in  a  peremptory  manner,  by  Mr.  W.  A .  Wright,  to  exhibit  the 
four  letters  signed  *'  Kalliuikos  Hieromonachos,"  which  were  committed  to  my 
charge.  I  declined  to  obey  Mr.  Wright,  and  offered  to  give  my  reasons  for  this 
course,  which,  however,  the  meeting  did  not  seem  to  require.  With  your  per- 
mission I  will  briefly  state  the  most  important  of  them,  the  others  being  of  a 
personal  nature  connected  with  the  character  of  a  private  correspondence  with 
me  which  Mr.  W.  A.  Wright  had  commenced. 

"  I  considered,  and  still  consider,  the  course  adopted  by  the  Royal  Society  of 
Literature,  at  their  last  meeting,  to  be  a  most  unfair  and  un-English  one.  At  a 
meeting  ostensibly  convened  for  the  reception  of  a  report  of  the  council  on  the 
Mayer  Papyri,  professedly  unrolled  by  Simonides,  which  was  sure  to  challenge  a 
vigorous  reply  irom  those  who  held  tne  arguments  of  that  body  to  be  weak  and 
one-sided,  it  was  attempted  to  preclude  the  healthy  discussion  of  that  report,  by 
the  immediate  introduction  of  a  paper  by  Mr.  W.  A.  Wright  on  the  Codex 
Sinaiticus,  the  simple  object  of  which  appeared  to  be  to  shake  the  faith  of  the 
public  in  the  personal  character  of  Simonides.  A  very  strong  clique  attempted 
to  rule  that  this  paper  should  be  read  before  the  discussion  on  the  Mayer  Papyri 
could  take  place,  but  the  desire  of  fair  play  was  so  strong  among  some  of  the 
neutral  party,  that  the  meeting  condescended  to  allow  the  report  of  the  council 
to  be  discussed  first,  though  the  controversy  was  much  curtailed  by  the  eager- 
ness of  the  friends  of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus,  for  the  paper  which  was  to  throw 
discredit  on  the  pretensions  of  Simonides.  This  paper  was  read,  and  personal 
evidence  was  called  in  support  of  it,  which  I  believe  I  only  speak  the  feeling  of 
the  meeting  in  describing  as  extremely  discreditable. 

"  I  attended  both  the  meetings  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Literature  for  the 
purpose  of  attempting  to  procure  for  the  Uranius  and  the  Papyri  the  close  exami- 
nation which  I  believe  them  to  deserve,  and  not  for  that  of  vindicating  the  cha- 
racter of  Simonides  or  his  claim  to  the  writing  of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus,  and  it  was 
not  likely,  therefore,  on  these  grounds  alone,  that  I  should  respond  to  Mr. 
Wright's  mandate  for  the  production  of  the  letters  in  question.  I  had,  how- 
ever, before  the  meeting,  taken  the  course  which  occurred  to  me  as  the  best  for 
the  ascertaining  of  what  seemed  to  me  the  most  important  fact  (for  reasons  fur- 
nished by  a  close  scrutiny  of  the  series) — viz.,  whether  all  the  letters  were  in 
the  same  handwriting ;  and  by  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Pearson  Hill  had  been 
referred  to  the  expert  employed  by  the  Post-office  for  investigations  of  this 
nature.  I  found  from  an  interview  with  him  that  there  was  in  his  opinion  no 
palpable  appearance  of  fraud,  and  that  all  the  letters  were  in  the  same  hand. 

"  After  the  meeting,  I  had  some  conversation  with  Mr.  W.  A.  Wright,  the 
result  of  which  was  that  I  promised  to  examine  still  more  minutely  the  handwrit- 
ing. I  have  done  this,  and  I  feel  that  the  controversy  has  now  reached  a  stage  at 
which  it  is  best  for  me  no  longer  to  retain  the  guardianship  of  the  four  letters, 
but  to  place  them  still  more  easily  within  the  reach  of  those  gentlemen  who 
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may  wish  to  examine  them.  I  send  them,  therefore,  to  the  Bev.  W.  J.  Irons, 
D.D.,  Brompton,  who  has  kindly  consented  to  take  charge  of  them— not  rb  editor 
of  the  Literary  Churchman  (in  which  character  some  one  addressed  him  in  error 
at  the  meeting  on  Wednesday),  hat  hecanse  he  has  taken  so  great  an  interest  in 
the  matter  during  the  illness  of  the  editor  of  that  journal,  that  he  has  a  compre- 
hensive view  of  uie  merits  of  the  case. 

"  I  woald  heg  those  gentleman  who  examine  these  letters,  to  give  them  their 
earnest  and  minute  attention,  and  considering  the  great  importance  of  the  issue, 
to  weigh  calmly  and  seriously  the  various  questions  which  may  arise  during 
their  scrutiny.  And  I  think  that  the  judgment  of  some  perfectly  unbiassed  and 
competent  expert  should  he  ohtained  if  possible. 

"  West  Derby,  Feb.  Uth,  1863."  "John  Eliot  Hodgkin. 


Since  these,  nothing  of  consequence  bearing  upon  the  discussion  has 
come  under  our  notice,  except  a  correspondence  between  the  real  Kallinikos 
and  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Davis,  which  we  append  from  the  Guardian  of  May  37. 

**  To  the  Editor  of  the  Ouardicm. — Sir,  I  am  now  in  a  position  to  place  before 
the  public  direct  evidence  from  Mount  Sinai  which  will,  I  think,  conclude  the  case 
against  Simonides,  and  convict  him,  in  the  eyes  of  all  reasonable  men,  of  direct 
forgery.  The  first  of  the  following  letters  is  a  copy  of  one  which  I  wrote  to  the 
venerable  Kallinikos  Hieromonk  of  Sinai,  and  which  was  kindly  forwarded  by  the 
Rev.  Edwin  J.  Davis,  Consular  Chaplain  at  Alexandria.  I  send  you  the  letter 
entire,  in  order  that  the  answer  of  the  Hieramonk,  of  which  I  give  the  original 
and  a  translation,  may  be  more  clearly  understood : — 

'*  To  the  Hieromonk  Kallinikos  at  the  Convent  of  Mount  Sinai, 

•  **  Grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  etc. 

*  **  Reverend  Sir — It  is  known  to  you  that  the  celebrated  critic  Dr.  Tischen- 
dorf  has  obtained  from  the  library  of  the  convent  on  Mount  Sinai  a  Codex  of  the 
Sacred  Scripture,  which  he  assigns  to  a  very  early  date. 

**  *  It  may  be  also  known  to  you  that  the  slolful  palaeographist  Constantino 
Leonidas  Photios  Simonides  has  astonished  those  who  are  interested  in  this  mat- 
ter by  putting  forward  a  claim  to  the  authorship  of  the  Codex,  which  Dr.  Tischen- 
dorf  is  now  publishing  to  the  world  as  a  work  probably  of  the  fourth  century. 

"  *  It  is  a  matter  of  greatest  importance  that  the  truth  should  be  known :  and 
the  question  can,  doubtless,  be  settled  on  the  evidence  of  the  MS.  itself.  Several 
letters,  however,  have  appeared  in  English  journals  (c.^.»  the  Ouardian  and  the 
Literary  ChurchmanJ  bearing  your  honoured  name,  in  which  letters  is  contained 
a  defence  of  the  claim  of  Simonides  to  be  the  author  of  this  Sinaitic  Codex. 
Pardon,  then,  Rev.  Sir,  the  liberty  I  take  in  addressing  you  in  the  name  of 
many  others  in  England  who  are  interested  in  the  resiUt  of  this  controversy. 
We  would  beg  of  you  kindly  to  inform  us  whether  ymi  know  personally  this  Dr. 
Constantino  Leonidas  Photios  Simonides — whether  you  wrote  the  leUers  from 
Alexandria  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  which  you  cannot  fail  to  remember  if 
you  wrote  them.  Further,  we  would  inquire  whether  Simonides  is  himself  known 
to  have  visited  Mount  Sinai ;  and  if  so,  whether  he  visited  it  in  1844  or  in  1852. 
We  have  been  led  to  suspect  (1)  that  the  letters  bearing  your  signature  are  for- 
geries by  C.  Simonides ;  and  (2)  that  Simonides  himself  was  never  at  Sinai. 

"  *  By  informing  us  on  these  points  you  will  merit  our  humble  thanks,  and  the 
cause  of  truth  will  be  helped ;  and  all  those  will  thank  you  who  are  zcaIous  for 
Biblical  learning. 

**  *  Kindly  write  back  to  me  again.  Farewell  in  the  Lord. — ^Wholly  and 
sincerely  your  devoted  servant, 

*'  *  J.  SiLVESTEB  Davies,  Priost  of  the  English  Church, 
now  of  Southampton,  lately  of  Alexandria. 

•* '  Written  at  Southampton,  England,  Feb.  25, 1863. 

"  *  My  friend  the  priest,  Edwin  J.  Davis,  British  Consular  Chaplain  at  Alex- 
andria, who  forwards  to  you  this  letter,  will  also  transmit  your  welcome  reply.' " 
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/      Here  comes  the  original  Greek  of  the  letter  of  KaUinikos,  but  the 
English  translation  of  it  will  be  enough  for  our  purpose. 

" '  To  the  Most  Venerable  Priest^  J,  Silvester  Jbavies,  of  Southampton,  England, 
'*  *  Prom  the  Monastery  of  Mount  Sinai,  1  (13)  April,  1863. 

"  *  Most  pious,  and  by  me  most  respected,  Sir — I  received  the  valuable  letter, 
brought  to  me  from  you,  written  at  Southampton  on  February  25  of  this  same 
year,  in  which  jrou  ask  me,  in  the  first  place,  whether  the  letters  published  in 
several  English  journals  under  the  signature  *  Kallinikos  Hieromonachos,"  and 
defending  Mr.  Simonides,  are  indeed  my  letters  or  not ;  secondly,  whether  the 
said  Mr.  Simonides  ever  visited  the  monastery  of  Mount  Sinai. 

" '  In  answer  to  your  first  question  I  reply,  that  besides  myself  there  is  no 
other  Kallinikos  Hieromonachos  in  this  holy  monastery.  But  I  lived  away  from 
the  monastery  from  the  year  1838  to  1855,  having  been  sent  on  different  mon^- 
tic  services  to  Damascus,  Rhodes,  and  elsewhere ;  and  never  anjrwhere  have  I 
made  acquaintance  with  any  Simonides.  Since,  then,  there  is  no  other  Kallinikos 
Hieromonachos  besides  myself  among  the  brethren  of  this  monastery,  and  I  have 
never  known  any  Simonides,  and  consequently  I  did  not  write  the  aforesaidletters 
to  shield  him  in  his  tricks,  it  follows  that  these  letters  have  been  forged  by  Simo- 
nides himself. 

"  *  To  answer  your  second  question,  I  sought  to  know  for  certain  from  my 
aged  and  long-standing  brethren,  whether  they  remembered  any  one  called  Simo- 
nides having  come  up  to  Mount  Sinai,  and  having  visited  our  holy  monastery : 
and  they  all  expressly  assured  me  in  the  negative,  that  certainly  never  did  any 
Simonides  appear  in  this  monastery.  One  of  the  brethren  declared  to  me  above 
all,  that  in  the  year  1852,  being  at  Alexandria,  he  saw  Mr.  Simonides,  who  had 
landed  there  with  the  view  of  going  thence  to  Damietta  and  Upper  Egypt.  But 
suddenly,  without  going  anywhere,  he  went  to  England,  having  embarked  in  the 
ship  Kasion,^  Captain  Nicholas  Maliaraki. 

**  *  Since,  then,  Mr.  Simonides  never  visited  Mount  Sinai,  but  having  only 
just  come  to  Alexandria,  immediately  went  thence  to  England ;  he  lies  when  he 
positively  affirms  that  the  ancient  MS.  of  the  Holy  Scripture,  published  by  Mr. 
Tischendorf,  is  his  work ;  because  the  MS.  in  question  (as  the  librarian  of  our 
holy  monastery,  having  been  so  from  the  year  1841  to  1858,  assured  me)  belonged 
to  the  library  of  the  monastery,  and  was  marked  in  its  ancient  catdogues.  The 
book,  then,  which  the  librarian  who  was  appointed  in  1841  found  in  this  library, 
how  could  it  possibly  be  the  work  of  Simonides,  who  never  set  foot  on  Mount 
Sinai,  but  oidy  got  as  far  as  Alexandria  in  1852,  and  went  back  directly  from 
thence  without  having  visited  any  other  part  of  Egypt  ?  In  every  way,  then,  the 
assertion  of  Simonides  is  proved  false,  when  he  says  that  that  ancient  MS.  was  his 
work, 

*•  *  As  to  myself,  if  the  great  distance  of  place  and  my  own  advanced  years 
permitted,  I  would  willingly  deliver  him  over  to  the  righteous  dealing  of  the  laws 
as  having  abused  me,  and  forged  under  my  name  those  letters  to  prop  up  his 
great  charlatanism. — Accept,  Sir,  my  unfeigned  respect,  with  which  I  am  your 
sincere  friend,  **  *  Kallinikos  Hieeomonachos  of  Sinai.' 

"  Such,  Sir,  is  the  letter  of  *  a  holy  and  virtuous  man '  (Simonides*  words, 
Chiardian,  Jan.  21) — the  *old  man,  and  very  near  to  death"  (Literary  Churchman, 
Dec.  16, 1862),  whom  Simonides  has  injured,  and  in  doing  so,  prepared  his  own 
faU.  We  have  now  given  the  Hieromonachos  *  a  respectful  hearing ;'  we  believe 
him  to  be  (as  I  mentioned  some  weeks  ago  after  information  from  Alexandria) 
•  a  perfectly  upright  and  honourable  man,  well  known  for  truth  and  probity,  so 
that  his  simplest  word  may  be  reUed  on  "  (Simonides'  words.  Guardian,  Dec.  10, 
1862).  What  will  Simonides  now  say  ?  The  original  letter  of  Kallinikos  shall 
be  at  the  service  of  those  who  desire  to  examine  it. 

*'  JFoolston,  Southampton,  May  22, 1863.'*  "  J.  SiLVESTEE  Daties. 

*  I  am  uncertain  about  the  rendering  of  this  word. 
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To  the  letters  forwarded  by  Mr.  Davis  to  the  Guardian^  tbe  IMerary 
Churchman,  of  June  16th,  has  published  a  letter  from  Simonides  in  his 
peculiarly  circumstantial  style.  We  give  this  with  the  remarks  which  the 
editor  of  the  Literary  Churchman  has  thought  himself  permitted  to  make, 
in  behalf  of  Simouides«  as  we  read  them. 

*'  The  Sinaitic  Codex. — Kallinikofi,  Simonides,  and  Mr.  Davies. — ^The  tone  of 
triumph  against  Simonides,  adopted  by  some  of  our  contemporaries  on  the  publi- 
cation of  a  supposed  letter  from  Kallinikos,  is,  to  say  the  least,  ^emature,  and  will 
hardly  do  creiut  to  their  reputation  for  *  English  fairness.'  We  confess  that  we 
were  surorised  at  Mr.  Davies'  ready  acoeptance  of  the  statement,  that  there  was  no 
other  '  KalUnikos.'  But  this  was  not  the  only  suspicious  particular  in  the  too 
round  and  complete  document  which  was  to  expose  Simonides.  For  ourselves, 
we  resolved  to  maintain  our  neutrality.  Scripture  criticism  is  too  sacred  to  be 
roughly  handled,  as  some  off-handed  persons  are  handling  it.  Simonides  may  be 
as  Iwd  as  Tischendorf  says,  or  Tischendorf  as  bad  as  Simonides ;  but  we  pause  for 
evidence,  and  in  the  meantime  print  the  following,  just  received : — 

" '  To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Literary  Churchman,' — Sir, — I  am  astonished  at  the 
credulity  or  malice  wnich  professes  to  see  the  question  of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus 
closed,  and  the '  case  against  me'  made  coiuslusive  by  the  letters  forwarded  to 
you  by  Mr.  J.  Silvester  Davies. 

**  'I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  this  gentleman  has  been  grossly  imposed  upon 
or  not.  But  two  things  are  perfectly  dear — 1st,  that  the  negative  testimony  of  a 
KalUnikos  of  Sinai,  whose  name  I  have  never  heard,  and  of  whose  existence  I 
am  doubtful,  to  the  effect  that  he  did  not  write  the  letters  of  KalUnikos  of  Mhos, 
only  proves  the  folly  of  those  who  wrote  to  the  the  wrong  individual ;  2nd,  that 
the  letter  of  which  you  have  published  a  copy  is  not  such  as  would  be  written  by 
a  person  holding  the  position  which  the  correspondent  of  Mr.  Davies  is  supposed 
to  hold.  The  KalUnikos  who  addressed  the  letters  to  the  London  papers  on  the 
subject  of  the  Codex  Sinaiticus  is  a  Thessalonian  by  birth;  his  ancestors  spring 
from  the  town  of  Niaousta,  in  Macedonia,  and  are  related  to  General  Kayatasus. 
He  was  born  in  the  year  1802,  and  named  Kyriakos.  He  took  the  name  of  ' 
KalUnikos  on  his  admission  to  the  church ;  and  having  taken  an  active  part  in 
the  Greek  revolution,  received  the  surname  of  Keraunos,  on  account  of  his 
bravery.  He  then  ceased  (as  is  necessary,  according  to  our  ecclesiastical  law,  in 
cases  wherein  a  priest  has  taken  up  arms),  firom  the  profession  of  public  sacerdotal 
duties,  and  spent  a  lon^  time  in  a  monastery  of  Mount  Athos,  where  I  made  his 
acquaintance.  Since  tiiis  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  semi-political  missions, 
and  I  have  had  continual  correspondence  with  him.  He  has  travelled  through 
Europe,  Asia,  and  part  of  Africa,  and  the  whole  of  the  Archipelago,  and  has 
published  at  Moscow  and  at  Odessa  a  number  of  my  letters  to  him  upon  archaological 
matters.  What  has  my  Mend  in  common  with  the  KalUnikos  of  Sinai  ?  whose 
knowledge  of  the  events  which  have  occured  in  his  monastery  seems  to  have  been 
derived  from  a  seventeen  years'  absence — (see  lus  statement,  that  he  Uved  away 
from  his  monastery  from  1838  to  1855) — ^verily  nothing  at  aU.  But  because  it 
suits  Mr.  Davies'  purpose,  he  first  discovers  that  there  is  a  man  of  the  same  name 
as  my  correspondent  at  Mount  Sinai,  takes  great  pains  to  inform  us  that  he  is '  an 
honourable  man,'  and  then,  after  a  long  interval,  prints  his  information,  to  the 
effect  that  he  is  quite  ignorant  of  the  matters  about  which  he  is  asked.  He  may 
now,  perhaps,  find  another  KalUnikos  at  Cairo,  or  at  Damacus,  or  where  not  ? 
The  name  is  not  an  unusual  one.  The  Archbishop  even  of  Mount  Sinai  is  named 
KalUnikos — ^the  lat^  Patriarch  of  Alexandria  was  named  KalUnikos — and  there 
are  several  of  the  same  name  in  Mount  Athos,  each  of  whom  may  write  him 
another  letter  assuring  him  that  he  did  not  write  the  letters  to  Simonides,  and 
that '  therefore  (mark  the  logic)  they  have  been  forged  by  Simonides !'  It  is 
clear  that  Mr.  Davies  must  have  considered  that  there  was  but  one  Kallinikoe  in 
the  East,  and  that  it  was  immaterial  where  he  resided,  so  that  he  could  be  brought 
to  deny  that  he  wrote  the  letters  which  were  written  in  reaUty  by  my  friend 
KalUnikos  of  Mount  Athos. 
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**  *  It  is  not  surprising  that  this  Kallinikos  should  have  heen  unable  to  hear  of 
my  three  visits  to  Mount  Sinai  from  his  brethren,  for  two  reasons— 1st,  that  divers 
of  the  monks  are  continually  replaced  by  others,  and  are  in  turn  sent  to  the 
possessions  of  the  monastery  in  Russia,  Wallachia,  Bulgaria,  eto.  Only  some 
twenty  or  thirty  monks  are  retained  at  Mount  Sinai ;  and  so  great  are  the  changes, 
that  on  my  second  visit  I  only  saw  two  of  the  same  faces  which  I  had  seen  during 
my  first  stey.  2nd,  I  was  at  Mount  Athos  for  political  reasons,  and  was  habited 
as  a  monk,  and  was  known  as  Sophronius  and  not  as  Simonides.  These  matters 
would  be  well  understood  by  those  who  know  the  peculiar  relations  of  the  Greeks, 
Roman  Catholics,  and  Turks  in  those  regions,  but  may  be  incomprehensible  to 
some  of  your  readers. 

" '  I  emphatically  deny  that  the  Codex  Sinaiticus  was  inscribed  in  the  Ancient 
Catalogue,  for  the  good  reason  that  no  ancient  catalogue  exists  j  there  was  none 
there  whatever,  till  I  made  a  catalogue,  during  my  first  visit,  for  the  Patriarch 
of  Constantinople,  Constantius,  who  before  was  Archbishop  of  Mount  Sinai. 

"  *  I  have  now  said  perhaps  enough  about  the  non-identity  of  Mr.  Davies'  Kal- 
linikos and  my  own,  though  I  shall  be  hapijy  to  give  any  further  information  which 
may  be  required  as  to  my  friend,  or  to  satisfy  any  gentleman  who  has  visited  Mount 
Sinai  of  the  correctness  of  my  assertions  as  to  my  three  visits  to  the  monastery  there. 

**  *  And  now  I  must  enUghten  the  public  a  little  about  the  style  of  the  letters 
of  the  new  Kallinikos.  I  say,  that  they  are  not  the  work  of  a  genuine  Mieromo- 
nachos  living  in  his  monastery,  for  these  reasons : — 1st,  That  they  are  not  marked 
with  the  sign  of  the  cross  at  the  beginning  and  end,  which  is  the  ancient  and 
universal  custom ;  2nd,  It  is  not  lawful  for  any  of  the  clergy  of  the  Greek  Church 
to  give  titles  of  veneration  to  the  ministers  of  any  congregation  not  recognized 
by  our  Church,  and  whoever  does  so  is  liable  to  severe  punishment.  Your  readers 
may  inform  themselves  upon  this  point  by  consulting  Mr.  Curzon's  Monasteries 
of  the  Levant.  I  have  not  the  book  at  hand  to  refer  to,  but  I  remember  that  an 
instance  is  given  therein  of  the  ignorance  of  high  titles  in  the  English  Church 
professed  by  Greek-  ecclesiastics ;  3rd,  It  is  not  allowed  to  any  monk,  who  is  in 
residence  at  his  monastery,  to  receive  any  letter  from,  or  send  any  letter  to  any 
correspondent,  either  father  or  mother,  unless  the  hegoumenos  of  the  monastery 
first  read  such  letters  or  reply.  If  an  attempt  is  discovered  to  evade  this  regula- 
tion, the  letters  are  burnt.  All  letters  which  lea/oe  the  monastery  bear,  or  ought 
to  bear,  the  autograph  note  of  approval  of  the  hegoumenos,  Por  the  monks  are 
supposed  to  have  renounced  the  world  and  its  relationships,  and  to  need  no  inter- 
course with  the  outer  life,  and  many  a  time  epistles  from  father  or  mother, 
secretly  given,  have  been  discovered  and  forcibly  taken  away.  The  whole  monas- 
tery is  Uke  a  garrison,  and  this  increases  the  difficulty  of  sending  letters  surrep- 
titiously ;  4th,  The  style  of  the  letter  is  quite  complimentary,  and  not  in  accord- 
ance with  ecclesiastical  gravity.  The  writer  certainly  answers  with  great  good 
nature,  exactly  in  the  tone  which  he  could  not  fail  to  see,  from  the  beseeching 
tenor  of  Mr.  Davies'  letter,  would  be  agreeable  to  his  correspondent ;  but  he  goes 
too  far  in  poUteness  when  he  makes  use  of  the  expression  quite  foreign  to  the 
tongue  of  a  Greek  ecclesiastic  : — '  A^xOrire,  «</pi€,  t^k  elKiKpiyri  viro\€i(rS)\ifly  fiov, 
ficff*  ^5  ZiaT€\&  Tp69vfU)S  <f>i\of  (ras  K.  I.  2.' 

"  *  That  these  are  not  genuine  Greek  expressions,  but  English  or  French  com- 
pliments translated  into  owr  tongue,  one  need  not  be  a  Greek  to  perceive ;  and, 
indeed,  the  whole  letter  bears  evident  marks  of  translation  from  a  foreign  lan- 
guage. 5th.  I  beg  your  readers  to  observe  what  has  doubtless  escaped  Mr. 
I)avies*  notice,  viz.,  the  date  of  his  correspondent's  letter — the  first  of  April 
(13th,  N.8.).  The  first  of  April  and  its  aliurdities  are  perpetuated  in  Greece 
with  far  more  freedom  than  in  Europe.  It  is  the  great  day  for  amusing  decep- 
tions and  delusions ;  the  day  on  which  hoaxes  of  all  sorts  are  perpetrated,  and  no 
man,  either  clerical  or  lay,  who  wished  to  be  believed,  would  dream  of  dating  his 
letter  *  the  first  of  April.*  If  he  unwittingly  did  so,  he  would  still  not  get  his 
countrymen  to  beUeve  he  was  in  earnest.  I  cannot  tell  who  is  the  deceiver  in  the 
present  instance ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  some  one  is  enjoying  a  hearty 
kugh  at  the  expense  of  the  readers  of  the  Oiiardian, 
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*' '  All  this  time,  too,  the  real  test  of  the  genuinenees  of  the  Codex  Siiudticiifl 
is  neglected.  The  public  were  assured  that  in  Jlfoy  Tischendorf  was  to  be  in 
London,  armed  with  a  portion  at  least  of  his  ^reai  Codex.  I  have  waited  in  Eng- 
land hoping  to  have  the  opportunity  of  meetmg  him,  face  to  face,  to  prove  him 
in  error ;  but  May  has  come  and  ^ne,  and  the  discoverer  has  not  appeared. 

'' '  Let  the  fitvourers  of  the  antiquity  of  the  MS.  persuade  him  to  come  at  once, 
and  brave  the  ordeal,  or  else  for  ever  hold  his  peace. 

•*  *  I  am,  Sir,  yours  respectAilly, 
"  *  Jams  «A,  1863.' "  "  *  C.  Simonides. 

We  shall  not  add  any  comment  upon  this  letter  at  present.  It 
leaves  us  where  we  were.  Simonides  has  written  too  much  already,  and 
we  wish  he  would  be  content  to  wait.  He  has  been  convicted  of  gross 
indiscretions,  and  his  Robinson  Crusoe  sty}e  has  brought  him  into  endless 
troubles.  He  may  rest  assured  that  neither  he  nor  Dr.  Tischendorf  will 
decide  when  Codex  Sinaiticus  was  written. 

The  following  is  a  letter  on  Mr.  Mayer's  papyri : — 

"  To  the  Editor  of  the  *  Parthenon,^ — Sir,  will  yon  allow  me  space  for  a  few 
remarks  upon  the  subiect  of  the  genuineness  of  Mr.  Mayer's  papyri,  in  reply 
to  your  article  in  the  Jrarthenon  of  Januarjr  17  ? 

*^  The  assumption  that  Mr.  Mayer  (whilst  taking  no  active  part  in  the  ex- 
hibition of  the  papyri,  and  not  entering  into  controversy  upon  their  merits)  is 
desirous  of  bearing  the  opinions  of  all  comers  as  to  the  value  of  his  manuscripts, 
is  perfectly  correct ;  though  he  does  not  need  public  opinion  to  convince  his  own 
mind  of  their  aenuineriess.  But,  in  justice  to  that  gentleman,  it  should  also  be 
remembered  that  he  has  done  more  than  merely  exhibit  his  treasures ;  he  long 
ago  published  an  account  of  the  unrolling  of  the  papyri,  which  should  have  pre- 
vented your  making  the  disparaging  statement  that  ^  the  exact  circumstances 
under  which  Simonides  unrolled  the  papyri  are  extremely  difficult  to  come  at : 
it  is  stated  that  the  unrolling  took  plaice  at  Mr.  Maver's  house.'  If  you  will 
refer  to  the  Athenantm  of  December  28,  1861,  you  will  find  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Mayer,  in  which  a  complete  though  succinct  account  is  given  of  the  unrolling 
of  the  papyri  in  his  museum.  If  more  details  are  required  than  are  contained  in 
this  letter,  and  if  the  word  of  Simonides  is  not  to  be  taken,  application  should 
be  made  to  Mr.  Mayer  for  a  more  explicit  narrative ;  and  when  that  gentleman 
declines  to  furnish  all  the  information  in  his  power,  and  not  till  then,  will  it  be 
allowable  to  make  snch  a  statement  as  that  above  referred  to. 

**  I  venture  to  suggest,  in  the  second  place,  that  if  the  object  be  to  give  to 
the  public  an  opportunity  of  forming  a  correct  judgment,  the  facts,  whether 
more  or  less  recent,  should  be  given  with  as  much  precision  as  possible ;  and 
that  if  it  were  necessary  to  make  the  statement,  that  Simonides  produced  in 
England,  in  1853,  certain  manuscripts  which  were  at  once  pronounced  to  be 
forgeries,  it  should  have  been  made  in  so  circumstantial  a  manner  that  the 
ordinary  reader  might  have  the  opportunity  of  discovering  the  names  of  the 
experts  who  gave  the  decision,  and  the  grounds  upon  which  their  judgment  was 
arrived  at ;  for  if  the  public,  who  will  mive  forgotten  the  details  of  the  present 
discussion  in  1873,  are  then  merely  told  that  in  1863  Simonides  exhibited  in 
London  a  manuscript  of  Hermippus,  which  19M  pronounced  to  be  a  forgery,  they 
will  be  as  unreasonably  prejudiced  against  him  as  they  are  likely  to  oe  by  the 
bold  statement  just  referred  to.  I  suppose  the  manuscripts  of  which  you  speak 
were  those  submitted  to  the  Royal  Society  of  Literature,  and  for  the  examination 
of  which  a  special  committee  was  appointed,  whose  report,  if  brought  before 
the  public  at  the  present  juncture,  would  be  of  service, — ^not,  it  is  true,  in  the 
determination  of  the  genuineness  or  spuriousness  of  the  manuscripts  lately 
exhibited,  but  in  their  appreciation  of  the  character  of  the  discoverer.  Would 
the  Society  object  to  the  publication  of  this  report  ? 

"  Your  observations  are  confined  to  the  papvri  on  which  are  inscribed  the 
letters  of  Hermippus,  and  especially  to  the  long  letter  which  contains  a  hieratic 
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inscription  in  the  midst  of  a  Greek  text.  The  latter  was  so  far  from  forming 
what  70U  considered  a  reasonable  accompaniment  to  the  five  genuine  hieratic 
lines,  that  these  appeared  to  you  like  an  island  of  truth  floating  in  the  midst  of 
a  red  sea  of  falsehood.  You  accordingly  made  a  close  examination  of  the  physical 
aspect  of  the  manuscrii)ts.  Whilst  it  will  be  seen  that  I  venture  to  differ 
entirely  from  the  conclusion  to  which  you  were  led  by  this  examination,  I  would 
earnestly  invite  the  more  careful  inspection  of  the  physical  peculiarities  of  all  the 
papyri  of  Mr.  Mayer,  as  I  believe  that,  after  diligent  microscopic  scrutiny,  each 
fragment  may  be  pronounced  genuine  or  spurious  upon  external  evidence.  The 
nature  of  the  discovery  next  made  was  twofold:— 1.  A  general  muddy  pink 
tint.  2.  Little  flecks  of  blotting  paper.  Now  a  pink  tint  caused  upon  the 
surface  of  papyrus  by  the  application  of  blotting-paper,  and  not  resolvaole  by  a 
low  magnifying  power  into  distinct  specks,  must  be  in  reality  a  stain^  caused  by 
the  discharge  of  the  red  colouring  matter,  and  its  retention  on  the  surface. 

"  I  assert  that  not  only  does  no  pinkish  stain  of  any  kind  exist  upon  the 
surface  of  this  papyrus,  but  also  (after  repeated  experiment)  that  it  is  physically 
impossible  to  communicate  an)r  such  stain  to  papyrus  by  the  application  of 
blotting-paper  in  anjr  way  which  ingenuity  can  suggest;  and  I  respectfully 
challenge  you  to  exhibit  in  public,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  of 
Literature,  your  modus  operandi,  or  to  make  a  disclaimer  of  this  part  of  your 
statement.  I  need  hardly  say  that  if  the  tint  ivere  resolvable,  an  almost  infinite 
number  of  infinitely  small  specks  would  be  needed  for  its  production. 

"  The  second  discovery  was  that  of  the  little  flecks  of  actual  blotting-paper 
which  exist  upon  the  suiface,  not  only  of  this,  but  of  other  papyri  in  the  col- 
lection. And  from  this  point  I  wonder  that  you  did  not  cany  on  your  reasoning 
one  step.  Granted  that  the  surface  of  the  papyrus  had  been  freed  from  its 
hieratic  contents  in  the  way  suggested,  in  what  relation  to  the  Greek  characters 
would  the  blotting-paper  have  been  found  ?  Under  them,  of  course ;  but,  as  was 
pointed  out  at  the  exhibition  of  the  papyri,  the  only  specks  of  blotting-paper 
which  exist  are  over  the  letters,  and  one,  large  enough  to  be  the  father  of  all  the 
rest,  is  unfortunately  on  the  hieratic  inscription.  One  cannot  help  feeling  that 
those  who  are  reaUy  qualified  to  be  the  teachers  of  the  people  should  take  a  great 
deal  more  pains  in  their  investigations  before  pronouncing  a  judgment.  In  the 
present  instance  I  am  sure  that  you  were  led  away  by  finding  what  appeared 
to  you  a  gross  inconsistency,  and  that  this  feeling  unconsciously  tinged  your 
subsequent  examination.  It  was  due  to  your  readers  to  have  alluded  to  the 
statement  made  by  myself  at  the  meeting  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Literature, 
that  Simonides  used  red  blotting-paper  in  the  process  of  opening  the  fragment 
of  St.  John's  Gospel  which  he  unrolled  at  my  house,  and  that  this  amply 
accounted  for  the  presence  of  any  number  of  little  specks  of  that  material, 
which  would  adhere  wherever  there  was  on  the  surface  a  spot  of  the  paste  used 
in  fixing  the  papyrus  to  the  calico. 

"  In  conclusion,  I  must  be  allowed  to  remark,  that  I  believe  no  person,  how- 
ever skilftd  in  the  detection  of  fraud,  would  have  come,  after  an  unbiassed 
examination,  however  minute,  to  the  same  conclusion  as  yourself. 

"  I  speak  with  some  little  confidence,  as  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  rather 
arduous  task  of  spelling  out  letter  by  letter  with  a  magnifymg-glass  the  whole  • 
of  the  contents  of  this  papyrus,  and  I  can  unhesitatingly  say  that  not  the 
slightest  symptom  exists  of  any  difference  of  texture  or  surface  between  the 
portion  covered  by  the  hieratic,  and  that  covered  by  the  Greek  text ;  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  the  whole  writing  is  incontestably  written  with  the  same  ink : 
and  -the  same  lapse  of  time,  be  it  longer  or  shorter,  has  left  its  unmistakeable 
traces  upon  hieratic  and  Greek  letters  alike.  I  shall  perhaps  be  allowed  to 
make  some  remarks  on  the  text  of  this  manuscript  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Literature,  when,  with  the  permission  of  the  council,  it  will  be 
again  exhibited. 

**  Wegt  Derby,  January  27,  1863."  **  John  Eliot  Hodgkim. 

["  I  have  but  very  few  words  to  say  upon  the  above.    Mr.  Mayer's  letter  in 
the  Aihenosum  of  December  28,   1861,  does  not  tell  us  what  opportunities 
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Simonides  had  of  manipnlatinff  the  papyri  without  witnesses.  Mr.  Mayer  is 
confessedly  unable  to  identify  the  papyn  now  produced  with  those  which  he  saw 
unrolled.  With  regard  to  the  pink  tmt,  whether  Mr.  Hodgkin  can  see  it  or  not, 
I  can  hut  repeat  that  I  saw  something  which  appeared  such  to  me,  and  that  H 
led  to  the  discovery  of  small  flecks  of  blotting-paper  (of  which  the  existence  is 
admitted),  which  are  decidedly  pink.  As  to  the  exact  position  of  these  flecks  I 
will  not  yenture  to  speidL,  not  having  the  papyrus  at  hand,  except  in  regard  to 
the  large  piece  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Hodgkin  as  bein^  on  the  hieratic  inscription. 
I  recollect  such  a  fleck,  which  is,  if  I  am  not  deceived,  towards  the  edge  of  the 
hieratic  text,  and  in  that  part  which  has  obviously  been  partially  erased,  and 
retouched  by  an  ignorant  hand. 

"  Blotting-paper  may  have  been  used,  for  aught  I  know,  for  other  purposes 
besides  that  of  erasure.  That  Mr.  Hodgkin  saw  it  employed  in  some  way  or 
other,  in  the  process  of  unrolling  which  he  witnessed,  proves  nothing. 

"  It  has  puzzled  some  persons  to  explain  whence  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
blank  papyrus  could  have  been  obtained  for  the  whole  of  the  Greek  texts  pro- 
duced by  Simonides.  When  the  fragments  are  torn,  ragged,  and  dirty,  the  idea 
of  the  erasure  of  a  previous  text  naturally  presents  itself.  There  are  some  large 
specimens,  however,  in  very  good  condition.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  suggest 
that  these  may  be  written  on  the  backs  of  papyrus  rolls,  which,  more  often  than 
not,  tare  free  from  writing,  and  would  aSora  ample  space.  The  other  sides  being 
pasted  down,  it  may  be  difficult  or  impossible  to  find  out  now  what  writing  they 
may  have  Ixume. — C.  W.  Goodwin."] 


The  Armenian'Bomaniit  Convent  at  Venice, — We  took  a  gondola  to 
the  Armenian  convent  on  the  Isle  of  St.  Lazzaro,  about  a  mile  to  the 
south  of  the  city.  This  is  the  most  delightful  mode  of  passing  about  that 
can  be  conceived.  Tou  sit  or  recline  quite  at  your  ease,  protected  by  a 
canopy  from  sun  or  rain,  or,  if  there  be  no  chance  of  either,  exposed  to 
the  pleasant  breeze.  The  gondolas  are  flat-bottomed,  and  not  allowed  to 
be  more  than  seven  inches  in  the  water,  and  by  a  law  of  the  late  republic, 
made  to  put  a  stop  to  the  extravagance  of  which  families  were  guilty  in 
their  decorations,  as  well  as  to  the  quarrels  which  their  rivalry  in  this 
particular  sometimes  occasioned,  the  canopies  must  be  black,  which  gives 
the  little  vessels  almost  the  appearance  of  water  hearses. 

The  Armenians,  as  a  nation,  became  separated  from  the  Church 
Catholic  in  consequence  of  their  refusal  to  receive  the  decision  of  the 
Council  of  Chalcedon,  held  in  451,  against  £he  heresy  of  Eutyches,  who 
taught  that  there  was  but  one  nature  in  our  Saviour,  the  human  being  lost 
in  the  divine.  In  a  conference,  however,  held  with  the  orthodox  Greeks 
in  1170,  the  Armenians,  while  they  admitted  that  they  held  one  incarnate 
nature  in  Christ,  declared  it  to  be  not  by  confusion,  like  Eutyches,  nor  by 
diminution,  like  Apollinaris,  who  taught  that  the  Divine  Nature  supplied 
in  Him  the  place  of  a  human  soul;  but  according  to  the  orthodox  sense  of 
St.  Cyril  of  Alexandria,  in  his  book  against  Nestorius.  Some  ages  after, 
however,  when  the  great  schism  between  the  East  and  West  had  long 
taken  place,  they  entered  into  several  negotiations  with  the  Soman  See, 
with  a  view  to  being  received  into  its  communion ;  but  these  appear  to 
have  been  chiefly  occasioned  by  th«r  political  necessities,  in  order  to 
obtain  from  the  Pope  such  temporal  succour  as  he  could  afiford  amid  the 
desolation  by  which  the  East  was  then  overrun.  In  1318  he  sent  them 
an  archbishop,  who  has  had  successors,  always  of  the  Dominican  order,  to 
the  present  day,  to  whose  communion  some  have  attached  themselves ; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


1863.]  Miscelianies.  499 

but  the  great  body  of  tbe  people  seem  to  have  adhered  to  their  original 
church  and  native  pastors.  However,  even  amongst  those  who  are  in 
connexion  with  Eome,  the  Armenian  rites  and  offices  are  still  in  use.  This 
convent  was  founded  by  one  of  these  Romano-Armenians,  Mekhitar,  bom 
at  Sebaste  in  1676,  who  received  minor  orders  at  the  convent  of  the  Holy 
Cross  in  that  city  at  the  age  of  nine,  took  the  religious  habit  and  was 
ordained  deacon  when  only  fifteen,  and  priest  when  twenty.  He  became 
a  man  of  great  learning  and  holiness,  and  withal  great  Eoman  zeal,  and 
being  anxious  to  promote  both  the  intellectual  and  spiritual  advancement 
of  his  nation,  in  1700  attempted,  with  a  few  disciples,  to  form  for  their 
benefit  a  literary  institution  under  monastic  rule,  at  Pera,  a  suburb  of 
Constantinople.  They  soon  found,  however,  that  this  was  not  a  place  of 
sufficient  retirement  and  quietness  for  their  purpose,  and  so  removed  in 
1703  to  Modon  in  the  Morea,  where,  by  the  liberal  assistance  of  the 
Venetian  authorities,  they  built  a  convent  and  established  their  society  of 
Mekhitarists,  according  to  the  rule  of  St.  Benedict,  for  which  they  obtained 
the  Pope's  sanction.  Here  things  went  on  prosperously  with  them  for 
about  twelve  years,  when  in  consequence  of  the  invasion  of  the  Morea  by 
the  Turks,  they  again  removed  to  Venice.  Here  Mekhitar  obtained  from 
the  Senate,  in  1717,  a  grant  of  the  Isle  of  St.  Lazzaro,  whereon  were 
some  old  and  deserted  buildings,  originally  erected  as  a  Lazzaretto,  for 
the  relief  of  persons  who  returned  from  the  East  afflicted  frith  leprosy,  and 
afterwards,  on  the  cessation  of  that  malady,  used  as  an  asylum  for  beggars ; 
but  being  found  unfit  for  this  purpose  on  account  of  its  distance  from  the 
city,  it  was  abandoned.  Here,  then,  Mekhitar  and  his  associates,  con- 
sidered, however,  by  the  Venetian  republic  as  subjects  of  the  Porte, 
established  themselves,  the  old  buildings  at  first  being  simply  rendered 
habitable;  but  at  length,  in  1740,  the  whole  convent,  with  the  exception 
of  the  church,  which  underwent  a  through  restoration,  was  rebuilt  under 
the  sole  architectural  direction  of  Mekhitar.  He  died  nine  years  after,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-four.  In  his  office  of  abbot  he  has  had  four  successors, 
the  last  two  of  whom  have  been  invested  with  the  dignity  of  archbishop 
i»  partibus. 

It  was  the  great  object  of  the  founder,  and  he  wished  it  to  be  that  of 
his  community,  to  disseminate  the  principles  of  the  Roman  Communion 
amongst  his  countrymen.  For  this  purpose  he  caused  works  to  be  trans- 
lated into  Armenian,  and  printed,  especially  vindicating  the  points  on  which 
the  Church  of  Rome  differs  from  that  of  Armenia,  such  as  the  existence  of 
the  two  natures  in  our  Lord,  the  procession  of  the  Holy  Ghost  from  the 
Father  and  the  Son,  the  supremacy  of  the  Roman  Pontiff,  the  impos- 
sibility of  salvation  out  of  the  Roman  obedience,  and  the  practice  of 
communion  in  one  kind.  Some  members  of  the  order  are  trained  as 
missionaries  to  propagate  these  principles  amongst  their  countrymen  in 
Armenia,  Transylvania,  the  Crimea,  and  at  Constantinople. 

The  society  of  course  cultivate  the  study  of  theology,  but  they  by  no 
means  confine  themselves  to  it.  They  have  done  much  towards  rendering 
the  knowledge  of  their  own  language  accessible  to  Europeans,  by  the  pre- 
paration and  publication  of  various  grammars  and  dictionaries.  They 
have  composed  and  translated  various  works  of  science  and  literature  for 
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the  benefit  6f  tbdr  own  countrymen,  in  the  list  of  which  I  find  from  the 
English,  Goldsmith's  Abridgment  of  Roman  History^  Milton's  Paradise 
Lost,  Yonng's  Night  Thoughts,  and  a  selection  from  Lord  Byron's  Poems. 
The  present  archiepiscopal  abbot,  Monsignor  Georges  Hurmuz,  has 
translated  Virgil's  j^eid  and  Eclogues^  and  also  composed  a  poem 
entitled  The  Gardens,  in  four  cantos.  His  predecessor,  Monsignor 
Sukias  de  Somal,  published  a  valuable  work  in  Italian,  called  A  Picture 
of  Armenian  Literature.  There  are  five  printing  presses  in  the  convent, 
from  which  these  works  are  published.  The  compositors  employed  are 
Italians,  who  are  simply  taught  to  read  the  Armenian  characters,  but  the 
proof-sheets  are  all  corrected  by  the  fathers. 

Besides  being  thus  engaged  in  study,  writing,  translating,  and  publish- 
ing, they  also  conduct  the  education  of  a  number  of  Armenian  boys,  who 
are  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  convent,  provided  with  a  uniform  of 
black  cloth,  and  should  they  in  the  course  of  their  studies  find  themselves 
unwilling  to  embrace  the  monastic  life,  they  are  sent  back  to  their  own 
country.  They  are  taught  reading,  writing,  Armenian,  ancient  and  modern, 
Italian,  and  the  elements  of  history,  especially  that  of  their  own  nation. 
This  course  usually  occupies  them  till  they  are  seventeen  years  of  age. 

They  then  put  on  the  habit  of  the  order  (simply  a  black  cassock),  and 
pass  to  the  second  course,  which  lasts  two  years,  and  includes  rhetoric, 
Latin,  French,  and  the  exact  sciences.  When  this  is  completed  they  are 
admitted,  after  various  trials  and  examinations,  to  make  their  religious 
profession,  after  which  they  continue,  commonly  for  six  years,  their  former 
studies,  with  the  addition  of  Greek  and  some  Oriental  languages,  and 
then,  for  four  years  more,  pass  through  various  courses  of  philosophy  and 
theology.  At  this  period  they  are  ordained  priests,  and  take  the  title  of 
Father.  Each  one,  however,  continues  his  studies,  and  also  receives  from 
the  abbot  some  office  connected  with  the  convent ;  for,  with  the  exception 
of  menial  duties,  which  are  left  to  the  servants  and  lay-brothers,  all  others 
are  disdiarged  by  the  fathers.  After  some  years,  on  passing  the  requisite 
examination,  they  may  receive  the  degree  of  vartabed,  or  doctor,  which  is 
conferred  by  the  abbot  with  great  ceremony.  Every  father  is  usually  in- 
vested with  it  before  he  is  sent  out  on  mission. 

They  assemble  in  church  for  their  offices  three  times  a  day,  viz.,  at 
five,  twelve  and  three.  Mass  is  also  said  by  one  or  other  of  the  fathers, 
throughout  the  morning.  The  boys,  however,  are  not  expected  to  be 
present  at  the  early  service.  They  have  a  slight  breakfast,  dine  in  the 
refectory  at  half-past  twelve,  and  sup  at  eight. 

The  convent  is  a  sweet  place,  well  provided  with  library,  refectory,  class- 
rooms, private  apartments,  etc.,  as  well  as  with  grounds  and  garden,  and 
enjoying  delightful  views.  Every  one  has  a  small  room  to  himself,  and 
there  are  in  the  same  inclosure  separate  quarters  for  the  boys,  the  novices, 
the  young  iaihers,  the  men  of  mature  years,  and  the  old  men.  The  abbot 
occupies  three  modest  apartments  opening  into  each  other.  There  are 
about  twenty  priests  in  the  convent  and  ten  clerks.  Their  physiognomy  is 
decidedly  rational,  somewhat  sallow  and  thin,  but  by  no  means  unpleasing. 
We  were  kindly  conducted  over  the  place  by  a  gentlemanly  young  monk, 
who  conversed  with  us  in  French. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1868.]  Miscellanies.  501 

The  chapel  is  small,  neat,  and  handsomely  furnished,  but  by  its  various 
altars  betrays  its  connexion  with  the  Latin  communion.  The  service  was 
the  most  magnificent  I  ever  witnessed.  The  archbishop^  a  thin,  spare 
man,  apparently  about  fifty-'five,  who  was  the  celebrant,  was  attended  by 
six  or  seven  deacons,  and  about  a  dozen  other  ecclesiastics  and  choir  boys, 
who  were  attired,  some  in  yellow,  and  others  in  deep  pink,  loose  albs,  with 
small  embroidered  crosses  on  the  backs,  borders  and  false  hoods,  to  which 
the  deacons  added  stoles  resting  on  the  left  shoulder  and  fastened  below 
the  right  arm.  The  archbishop,  on  his  entrance,  wore  what  I  took  to  be 
his  usual  dress — a  violet  cloak  and  skull  cap — but  having  retired  to  the 
sacristy,  came  forth  in  his  mitre  and  costly  archiepiscopal  cope,  which, 
however,  he  laid  aside  before  the  consecration,  and  took  the  habit  of  a 
simple  priest — a  plainer,  but  still  rich,  cope,  and  neither  mitre  nor  cap. 
Whilst  he  was  making  this  change,  the  great  curtain  was  drawn  which 
divided  the  sanctuary  containing  himself  and  the  deacons  from  the  rest  of 
the  church,  as  it  had  been  previously  whilst  they  were  preparing  the  bread 
and  wine,  and  removing  them  from  the  credence  to  the  altar :  and  as  it  was 
afterwards,  towards  the  end  of  the  mass,  when  he  again  put  on  his  epis- 
copal vestments.  Whilst  he  was  communicating  himself,  the  little  curtain 
was  drawn  which  merely  enclosed  the  altar.  The  whole  service  was  sung, 
chanted  or  intoned,  sometimes  by  the  celebrant,  sometimes  by  the  deacon, 
and  sometimes  by  the  choir ;  and  the  flabella^  or  pieces  of  metal  hung 
with  little  bells  and  fastened  to  the  points  of  spears,  were  frequently 
vibrated,  to  signify  the  sound  occasioned  by  the  waving  of  angels'  wings. 
Various  postures  were  adopted  by  those  concerned  in  the  service — at  one 
time  they  stood,  at  another  they  knelt,  and  again  at  another  they  almost 
prostrated  themselves — but  everything  was  done  with  the  greatest  order, 
decorum,  and  reverence,  and  I  do  not  remember  to  have  been  ever  so  im- 
pressed with  a  service  before.  At  its  conclusion  we  were  invited  by  the 
monk  who  had  shewn  us  the  convent,  to  partake  of  the  blessed  bread,  and 
did  so,  happy  to  testify  our  willingness  to  be  in  communion  with  every 
portion  of  the  church;  though  were  it  not  for  the  Monophysite  opinion 
prevalent  among  the  Armenians,  one  could  feel  but  little  sympathy  with  a 
society  whose  main  object  it  is  to  withdraw  them  from  the  communion  of 
their  owh  bishops ;  and  even  as  it  is,  those  amongst  them  who  become 
convinced  of  the  error  of  that  opinion,  should  rather  acknowledge  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  orthodox  Eastern  Patriarch,  whose  spiritual  subjects 
they  properly  are,  than  unite  themselves  with  pastors  intruded  amongst 
them  by  the  Eoman  pontiflf,  in  a  country  where  he  has  no  rightful  authority. 
When  the  mass  was  over,  we  saw  the  archbishop,  in  his  ordinary  dress, 
administer  confirmation  in  the  sacristy  for  the  Patriarch  of  Venice,  who 
was  ill.  He  used  the  Latin  words  at  the  imposition  of  hands  and  the 
anointing,  but  the  rest  of  the  office  was  in  Armenian. — Colonial  Church 
Chronicle, 

Chaldaa  and  Assyria. — The  reading  public  is  blessed  with  a  voracious 
appetite  for  new  books,  but  it  is  troubled  with  a  weak  digestion.  Hence 
it  is  necessary  to  issue  large  books  a  volume  at  a  time,  as  otherwise  they 
would  neither  be  bought,  read,  nor  digested.     The  volume  before  us. 
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which  is  sent  into  the  world  on  the  above-named  principle,  has  been  on 
the  verge  of  coming  out  for  two  or  three  years,  but  its  advent  has  been 
delayed,  partly,  no  doubt,  by  tutorial  and  professorial  engagements,  partly 
also  by  the  fact  that  every  six  months  or  so  something  new  is  discovered 
which  often  involves  the -re-writing  of  several  pages,  or  at  least  the  trim- 
ming up  of  some  paragraphs.  Professor  Bawlinson's  growth  as  an  author 
has  been  fostered  by  the  benign  influence  of  his  elder  brother's  success  as 
a  discoverer  ;  in  fact,  we  cannot  be  far  wrong  in  saying  that  were  it  not 
for  the  existence  of  Sir  Henry  Rawlinson,  the  Professor  would  probably 
have  been  guiltless  of  writing  a  book. 

The  Professor  is  very  orthodox,  rather  long-winded  and  ponderous, 
but  he  has  produced  a  book  which  will  be  read,  and  ought  to  be  read, 
because  in  spite  of  all  drawbacks  as  regards  style  and  matter,  it  contains 
all  that  is  known  at  present  about  some  of  the  most  interesting  countries 
of  the  ancient  world. 

Our  readers  may  be  aware  that  grave  doubts  have  been  entertained 
by  some  of  the  learned  as  to  the  possibility  of  making  use  of  the  inscrip- 
tions and  carvings  which  have  been  laid  bare  in  Assyria ;  and  that  literary 
Ajax,  Sir  G.  C.  Lewis,  has  peremptorily  asserted  that  the  attempts  at 
interpreting  the  cuneiform  inscriptions  are  all  worthless,  and  that  the 
ancient  kingdom  of  Babylon,  so  far  from  having  any  history,  never  had 
even  an  existence  except  in  the  imagination  of  one  or  two  misguided 
writers.  The  brothers  Rawlinson,  and  others,  hold,  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  earliest  of  the  Eastern  monarchies  was  Babylonian,  having  a  people, 
language,  architecture,  and  position,  quite  distinct  from  what  is  usually 
called  the  Assyrian  Empire.  As  we  do  not  profess  to  be  students  of  the 
cuneiform  writings  ourselves,  we  are  compelled  to  take  upon  trust  much 
of  what  we  are  told ;  this,  however,  we  are  willing  to  do,  but  we  must  be 
allowed  to  judge  for  ourselves  whether  the  inferences  deduced  by  the 
author  are  correct  or  not.  In  this  case  we  hold  it  to  be  most  clearly 
proved  that  there  was  a  Babylonian  before  the  Assyrian  kingdom,  and 
that  Sir  George  Lewis's  imputations  against  this  statement  are  unfounded. 
Before  entering  into  the  particulars  of  these  kingdoms  we  must  state  a 
great  deficiency  which  we  have  felt  whilst  reading  the  volume  before  us, 
and  which  we  trust  the  Professor  will  supply  in  the  remainder  of  his  work^ 
namely,  a  verbatim  translation,  so  far  as  it  may  be  given,  of  some  of  the 

Erincipal  historical  inscriptions  from  which  he  draws  his  materials.  We 
ave  not  all  got  at  hand  the  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  or  any  records 
which  may  have  been  published  by  Sir  H.  Bawlinson,  but  the  general 
reader  would  often  gladly  turn  to  an  appendix  to  compare  the  brick  and 
stone  and  cylinder  inscriptions  with  the  historical  sketch  given  in  the  text. 
The  earliest  kingdom  occupying  part  of  the  tract  of  land  which  lies 
between  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  lay  towards  the  South,  and  was  called 
Babylonian,  from  its  principal  town.  Babel,  or  Chaldsean,  from  the  fact 
that  the  inhabitants  of  another  great  city,  Ur,  were  Khaldi  or  moon- 
worshippers.  The  soil  is  rich  and  specially  adapted  for  wheat  and  dates^ 
but  it  is  now,  of  course,  almost  uncultivated,  and  the  only  real  traces  or 
the  former  greatness  of  Babylon  are  to  be  found  in  the  large  mysteriou*^- 
looking  mounds  which  meet  the  eye  of  the  traveller  as  he  wanders  q'  r 
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the  plain.  Each  mound  has  a  name,  handed  down  from  ancient  times 
and  preserved  by  the  conn  try-people,  and  some  of  these  are  to  be  identi- 
fied with  the  Babylonian  names  found  in  the  Bible.  Thus  we  have  Mug- 
heir  (Ur),  Larsa  (Ellasar?),  Warka  (Erech),  Niffer  (Calneh  ?),  Borsippa  or 
Birs  Nimrud,  which  was  for  some  time  supposed  to  be  Babylon,  and  the 
true  Babel,  fifteen  miles  east  of  Borsippa.  Owing  to  the  absence  of  stone 
in  the  country,  bricks  made  of  baked  clay  were  the  sole  materals  for 
building,  and  it  is  to  the  writing  traceable  on  these  bricks  that  weowe  all 
we  know  of  the  language  and  history  of  the  old  inhabitants.  If  we  turn 
to  Gren.  X.  10,  we  find  that  the  original  kingdom  was  Hamitic,  but  philo- 
logists are  agreed  in  stating  that  the  Assyrian  language  is  Semitic.  Hta-e, 
then,  is  the  first  debt  which  orthodoxy  owes  to  the  Babylonian  excavators, 
for  they  have  discovered  traces  of  a  kingdom  more  ancient  than  the 
Assyrian,  whose  language,  so  far  as  it  can  be  made  out,  has  the  Hamitic 
element  most  strongly  prevailing  in  it.  The  grammar  is  but  little  known ; 
the  conjugations  are  said  to  be  intricate  and  difficult,  and  there  are  traces 
of  all  the  four  great  dialects  of  the  world  in  the  language,  namely,  the 
Hamitic,  Semitic,  Arian,  and  Turanian.  Professor  Eawlinson  argues 
hence  that  there  may  have  been  a  mixed  race  at  first.  May  we  not 
rather  conclude  that  we  find  in  the  old  Bab)flonian,  traces  of  an  ori- 
ginal language^  as  it  was  spoken  previous  to  the  distribution  of  man 
into  four  great  families  P  We  can  gather  very  little  information  from  the 
mounds  with  respect  to  the  architecture  of  this  ancient  people.  The  most 
curious  and  perfect  remains  are  the  graves  or  coffins,  which  are  of  three 
kinds ;  first,  there  are  brick  vaults,  which  are  gradually  closed  in  at  the 
top  by  the  bricks  being  made  to  meet  one  another  nearer  and  nearer,  till  a 
kind  of  rude  arch  is  formed ;  secondly,  there  are  large  cavernous  pieces  of 
baked  clay,  like  dish  covers,  which  were  put  over  the  bodies ;  and,  thirdly, 
two  deep  round  jars  wete  turned  face  to  face,  with  the  body  enclosed 
within  them,  and  hermetically  sealed. 

The  Clialdsean  religion  was  chiefly  astral.  The  fountain  of  godhead 
was  called  Ea ;  then  followed  a  series  of  gods,  most  of  whom  were  blessed 
with  wives.  Amongst  these  we  find  Bil-nipru,  the  god  of  the  chase,  sup- 
posed to  be  Nimrod  j  Bel-Merodach,  the  planet  Jupiter ;  Nergal,  who  is 
the  planet  Mars  (2  Kings  xvii.  30) ;  Iditar,  or  Ashtaroth,  the  planet 
Venus ;  and  Nebo,  the  planet  Mercury,  who  was  held  in  special  regard. 
Berosus  gives  an  account  of  the  Chaldsean  cosmogony,  the  building  of 
Babel,  and  the  Deluge,  which  agrees  in  main  points  with  the  history,  as 
recorded  in  Genesis. 

The  merest  fragments  of  Chaldaean  history  have  been  recovered  for  us 
by  the  excavators ;  in  fact,  hardly  anything  more  than  a  few  barren  names. 
This  is,  we  confess,  a  disappointment,  but  perhaps  future  labours  may 
bring  more  to  light.  Berosus  makes  out  a  list  of  seven  dynasties,  begin- 
ning with  a  dynasty  of  gods,  and  another  of  demigods ;  then  follows  a 
Median  dynasty,  of  which  we  know  nothing ;  and  thus  we  may  make  a 
real  start  with  Nimrod,  who  may  be  placed,  according  to  M.  Gutschmid's 
ingenious  calculation,  at  about  2230  B.C.  One  of  his  successors  was 
•ukh  or  Orchamus,  who  built  several  rude  temples.  The  next  king  we 
of  is  Chedorlaomer  (Gen.  xiv.  1),  an  Elamite,  who  appears  to  have 
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been  a  great  conqueror.  His  name  signifies  "  servant  of  Lagamer,"  an 
Elamite  god.  In  the  author's  Bampton  Lectures^  he  was  identified  with 
the  Kudur  Mabuk,  whose  name  has  been  discovered  in  one  of  the  mounds ; 
but  it  is  now  known  that  this  last  king  must  be  a  descendant  of  the 
former,  whose  name  is  not  yet  found ;  and  excavators  have  had  a  lesson, 
which  they  require  to  keep  constantly  in  mind,  not  to  jump  to  too  hasty 
conclusions,  which  do  a  great  deal  more  harm  than  good.  There  are  many 
such  hasty  conclusions  in  this  book,  in  which  manners  and  customs  are 
derived  from  single  specimens,  and  names  are  identified  on  most  slender 
grounds.  The  Professor  is  naturally  anxious  to  make  the  best  of  his 
materials,  and  he  certainly  has  a  gift  for  doing  so.  But  this  is  rather  a 
fatal  gift,  for  it  tends  more  to  awak€  the  suspicions  of  sceptics  than  to 
allay  them,  and  great  care  should  be  taken  by  the  orthodox  not  to  put  a 
strained  interpretation  on  the  materials  which  God's  providence  has  thrown 
in  their  hands. 

The  Chaldaean  or  Babylonian  government  was  succeeded  or  over- 
th  .  n  by  an  Assyrian  empire,  which  was  located  in  the  northern  part  of 
Mesopotamia,  and  which  was  a  larger  and  more  important  power,  taking 
the  lead  in  Eastern  civilization.  The  area  of  Assyria  appears  to  have 
been  nearly  as  large  as  Great  Britain ;  the  land  was  fertile ;  the  people 
fierce  and  proud,  of  a  strongly-marked  Semitic  origin,  and  resembling  the 
Jewish  people  in  physiognomy,  and  in  many  of  their  ways.  It  was  once 
supposed  that  there  was  an  Axian  element  in  the  nation,  but  the  only  argu- 
ment in  favour  of  this  view  is  the  existence  of  some  Arian  names  in  that 
most  unreliable  of  authors,  Ctesias. 

The  principal  mounds  or  ruins  are  Calah  (Gen.  x.  11),  Kileh  Sher- 
ghat,  Khorsabad,  and  Nineveh,  which  is  just  opposite  Mosul,  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Tigris,  and  consists  of  two  mounds,  called  Koyun- 
jik,  and  Neby  Yunas  (the  tomb  of  Jonah).  The  circumference  of  the 
whole  city,  as  far  as  can  be  gathered  from  recent  examinations,  was  about 
eight  miles,  and  the  population  may  have  been  about  175,000.  There 
remain  portions  of  ancient  temples  and  palaces,  of  large  dimensions,  orna- 
mented with  paintings  and  carvings,  divided  into  a  great  number  of 
chambers,  with  curved  and  pointed  arches.  It  is  a  question  whether 
they  had  roofs  or  not.  Probably  the  temples  were  hypsethral,  but  capable 
of  having  an  awning  stretched  over  them.  The  building  material  was  the 
same  as  in  Babylon,  namly,  baked  brick,  with  the  addition  of  stone  fac- 
ings. Little  light  has  been  thrown  at  present  on  the  domestic  and  social 
life  of  the  Assyrians,  but  perhaps  the  course  of  discovery  may  bring  out 
further  information. — Christian  Advocate  and  Review, 

END    OF    VOLUME    III.    (nEW   SEBIES). 
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Page  482,  line  16  from  bottom,  for  Aug.  31,  1863,  read  Aug.  31,  1861. 
Page  483,  line  17  from  bottom,  for  November,  1860,  read  November,  1820. 
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